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fE FOB RI-TIPROriTY.

IMPORTERS INTEREST1:1)

Cuban Treaty TaJccs Effect at 12:01

a. m. December 2K.
frnoit the tiukt-ve MBIB.]

Washington. Dec 21.—At 12:01 o'clock on the
\u25a0karat? of December 27, I9Q3L the Cuban lieci-
prodty Treaty will \u25a0 ome operative. Secretary

BfaBSV to-daj- Issued a circular to that effect to
United States customs offlrer?. Considerable dif-
ference of oplnloi, hris existed regarding the ex-
svt time for the tieaty to become effective, but
the Attorney General construed the announce-
rr.or.t of the Preri>:t-rt that it would be opera-
tive oa the tenth day followir.y his proclama-
tion to mean at the beginning of December 27.
tr.d the order was thus promulgated.

Import* are manifesting the deepest interest
in the Interpretation to b* placed on the law
by the Treasury Department, for Its decision
In regard to merchandise remaining1 In bond on
which the duty has been paid will mean the
eavi::g or lons of large amounts to the importing
Interests of this country. The Treasury Depart-
n$r.t holds now. as Itheld previously, that when
Srobds are Imported end the duty has been paid.
ti.;.t closes the transaction, so far as the govern-
tr.eru is concerned. Although these goods may

have t>een placed in e°vernme:uwarehouses and
held there subject to withdrawal at the owners'
pleasure, they are no longer considered In "cus-
toms custody." and the tariff in force at the time
cr tbdr importation prescribes the duties to be
CPOtfft Under this Interpretation importers
are BOt entitled to rebate on goods heretofore

1. and will derive no benefit from the re-
flmlhm in the schedules on importations reach-
Ir.s- Axoerteaa ports before December 27..- th«- act charging the war revenue tax
i\u25a0 \u25a0 . v. r.:ch v..-::t ir.in offe'-t January 1. ]>i;-;.
It vfD !:>e PBfUfid that importers having vast
Quantities of tcm in t«>:;d on which the duty had

-:d OOUttoAmS that the government should
:r.em tbe difTerenca. They held that

the importa-tiors was not complete until the
I withdraw a] of the goods had been made,-

CVrenaacst cvtody continued until: '
"\u25a0-. they were •-\u25a0r.t:tied to repayment.:' -

tbn pAjiated "ut that the Custom? Ad-
lofJune I<>, iv.iii,rus amended
i \u25a0 IS, 19QQ. authorized -withdrauai for oon-. t: r<r.-> years from the date of

I Importation, on payment of duties and• -.vhk-h it may be subject by law at
t such withdrawal.

of course, arisen importations are held in bond
M»d '.:

• ..- run beea j.nid, the importer.
by w::h Ira-Amp the fr<x..ls after September 27,'

\u25a0:; t<> ity oooccaakm. This
-:o a laure ;^rtinn of the Cuban

\u25a0d. The Cuban Reciprocity act
and the reduction of the war revenue tax on
tea ai>- held m be analogous, for when th* duty
m a rommn<:.\:y hs.s r>een paid into the United- Treasury i: fif^riiit to the provisions

Oißff bur. Hence, all poods for which
»a been aid, but now h^M in bond, await-ndrawaJ, are to all indents and purposes

tbe hands of the pannmuucnt, ad no
money willbe refunded to the importers of thoseparticular e-oods.

A curious coeaplication now arises in the irter-
B 0* thm law. Importers having goods. al any rxirt of entry can request the
Ito permit their withdrawal for ex-
Ti;p p^vernment, It Is understood,
•;*"-<A no objection, and the duties' I Id would be refunded. These goods

c ahjppad to Cuba, and then, after De-
\u25a0
'

trned to this country, receiving• \u25a0 the 99 j^-r lent reducUor. in the
\u25a0••>-. Th'.F. it Is pointed out, couli• ba dona from Tsmps or K<=y I^'est, Fla_,• • aratfydy little loss of time to the

b "ter an** a' considerable loss of revenue to
•_

'
:;i*-d Stares.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

NEW YORK: 167, 428, 1183. 1434 Broadway. BROOKLYN: 338 Fulton St. NEWARK: 749 Broad St

Says Phoebe Snow, about to go
Upon a trip to Buffalo:"

My Sown stays white from morn tillni&hf
Upon the Road of Anthracite."

Panorama
of the Rockies

That is only one of the grand scenic features of the trip
across the continent via the

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway

Why not take The Overland Limited to California
Omaha, and return via St. Paul and The Pioneer
Limited? You willenjoy allof the trip,and find that
it can be made quickly, comfortably and at slight ex-
pense. The choice of a number of other routes across
the country is offered by this line. Apostal willbring
complete information.

W. S. HOWELU a E. A.

381 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

Herit System Making Progress, Especially
in New Possessions.-

Frask M Kigglna. <^iifif' \u25a0 -ivice Ctramission. to his
\u25a0

• mf* that in t!,e last fiscal year

O2S!> v- rsons examin.-d for the dasifled
f- \u25a0 pmaMßt and 4?>,423 appointments

':anches of tht- Birv'.oe. Of the appoint-
I • nt were to purely clerical places, S
yet . i.sionai. technical or t :-ntl3o
: . \u25a0

'
\u25a0. :. .:.i:;J places requiring

:\u25a0 . • ?.i:uir.ation. and 7 jit-i- cent to
i pla -. not •\u25a0xa.ctly igectanieajt in• . no educational ex-

tbaaa examined near.y (wj per
\u25a0:&. and 26 v«=r oeui at all examined were

I auaenc Mr Kigs^r.s
\u25a0 . d i-as redooed it« »-xaminations' -

:Juries, iind urges the con-
\u25a0

*
\u25a0\u25a0-. tartra number of local boards of

<\u25a0 ithroughout Qw coamry. to secure closer
arid more effeettr* edministratlon.-

tr.it r-rniiiiionx of employment
are !rnpra*.-ii!^ ar;d the ealaries

: :.. &i m«-n hive t«t-n increased, with the
tba laj=t Jlvp nontbfi more, ap-—

•. examinattaa f"r that servie*
\u25a0.: • year Tbe Dombcr of Amerl-•

u^i service now con?ti;utes more than 50
• .-'-.r-

*
\u25a0 \u25a0, dtert t«-in^ 2.. 4.

hilil'inos ir, public esßptoyincut.
« acquire a knowledge of English

i niii'i^r with American methods,
. • :-'i to take tbe places of the Amtri-

r . tioris »vrt held inPorto Rico for
t r.

• -
• : ir.d and for <-mploy-

B
'

\u25a0 • In thtse exairi.-.ationß,
r . EngUsi •\u25a0 nJ Bpanlafa, in which Am«-ri-
CU Ports Tlk;£ns competed, it anp^ars that
& i: c,t Porto Rlcans pass<-<i t: ;-.!i

rf. >.:\u25a0 • •-, . •.:tbe thawing made hy the natives
of ad In those txaininations was extremely
crec-

BOND REFUNDING CEASES DECEMBER 31.

Washington. Dec 21.-The Secretary of the Treas-
ury gives notice that the refunding of United
States 3 p-r cent bonds, loan of 1908-'IS, and A per
cent bonds, funded loan of 1907, now proc«f>ding

under the circular of September 8. will be dis-
continued after Deecembr 31. Bonds Intended for
refunding must be forwarded so as to be received
at the Treasury Department not later than De-
cember 23_

INTERSTATE COMMERCE HEARINGS.
Washington. D*c 21.—The Interstate Commerce

Commission has made the following assignments

for baastaNj*? Ontral Yellow Pine Association
againFt the Illinois Central Railroad, taking of tes-
timony on January 25. and oral arguments to be
heard on January 29: same association against
VkkFiurtr, Sareveport and Pacific Railroad, oral
arguments to he hearfl on January 27; Tlft and
otoera, agaJnst Southern Railway Company, oral
arrumfflts to be heard on January 2S, all at the
office of the commission in Washinsrton. In the
case r.f Hearst against the Philadelphia and Read-

Iroad. heretofore assigned for January IS,
jbeen made to a date yet to be

Senate Committee on ;Territories Likely to
Recommend Passage of the Tawney Bill.
Washington. Dec. 2L

—
Henry W. Elliott, of Cleve-

land, who for many years has been interested in
the fur seals of Alaska, has been called to Wash-
ington by members of tho Senato Committee on
Territories. Four members of this committee,

'Senators I'iilingrham. Buraham, Nelson and Patter-
eon, visited Alaska last summer and Investigated
the seal islands and the fur Industry. Th« report
which the committee will submit soon after the
assemblies of Congress will devote considerable
attention to this subjeot. It Is expected that the
committed will recommend the passage of the
Tawney bill, which, passed th» House in the last
Cor.gTeas, but failed In the Senate on account of
the Statehood btlL This measure empowered the
President to conclude negotiations with Great
Britain for a review of the condition of affairs
relating to the protection of fur bearing animals
In the Behring Sea country, to determine what
further regulations snail be ordered, ifany can be
devised, to restore the Industry, and pending the
investigation and review authorized the President
to conclude a modus Vivendi with Great Britain
whereby the killingof any or all fur bearing seals
on the land or in the sea by the subjects of the
resj>e<-t!ve governments should be prohibited except
the few hundred young male seals needed by
the natives of the Islands of St. Paul and St.
George for food.
If effectual regulations for preserving the Alas

kan seal herd could not be agreed on, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury was authorized to kill every
fur" sea! on the Pribilof Islands, except ten thou-
sand males and ten thousand tnalea.

Mr. Kiliott was an earnest champion of this
measure and appeared before the Committee on
Ways and Means In the last Congress in advocacy
of us passage, and he has again urged it before
the Committee on Territories.

Says Cuba Has Practically Adopted AllSug-

gestions Regarding Isle of Pines.
Washington. Dec. ZL—Mr. Squiers, United States

Minister to Tuba, has arrived in Washington. He
rtp^rts to Acting Secretary Loomis that the Cuban

practically accepted all the sug-
: \u25a0 Department put forth relative

to the Isie af J 'ir.es. namely, the establishment of
school- \u25a0 for a modified form of Judicial• d Urn opening of a port for the can-

American settlers on the island. Ithas
ITh-it these undertakings need not

lead to th^ amendment of the pending Isle of Pines
treaty, but can be put into effect by reduction to

m of diplomatic notes to be exchanged be-
iStates and Cuba.

PLAN TO KILL THE FTJR SEALS.

MINISTER SQTTCERS IN WASHINGTON.

Action of Cuban House May Not Meet the
Senate's Approval.

Havana, Dec. 21.
—

By a vote of 4O to S, after
prolonged discussion, the House of Representa-

tive to-day passed a resolution to suspend the
payment of the rentals of church buildings oc-
cupied by the government under the contract

entered into in 19t»2 between General Wood and
Monsignor Sl.aretti. formerly Bishop of Ha-
\ana., p^ndiiiß an investigation as to the pro-
priety of the contract. Under this agreement be-

tween General Wood and the Church authorities
the sum of $l(X),O00 was to be paid annually

for five years as the rent of several buildings oc-
cupied by the government in Havana and else-
where. The buildings in Havana include the

custom house, the university and the Academy

of Pcjt.-i: \u25a0• . 1" the (Uacuaaton of the resolution
tbe charge was made that the rentals were ex-
orbitant.

The it-solution is considered by many to be a
violation of the Platt amendment, and it is
doubtful ifit willmeet with the approval of the

: President Palma.

VOTE AGAINST WOOD CONTRACT.

BUIto Supply the Losses Created by
Reciprocity.

lC*p>rUrht; IMB- Uv The Tribune >Mn,l,|l,M)
l»T CABLJ6 to THE TUJBfXE )

Havana. Dec. 21.-Senator Sangully informed
The Tribune's correspondent tr-day that he willIntroduce on Wednesday a billproviding for an
Increase of tariff rates on goods from the United
States to cover the amount lost because of reci-
procity. When ußked what benefit resulted to
the United States from reciprocity, he said:

"None at present. The arrangement will beonly for two or three months until Congress is
enabled to pass a new tariff." /

Interviews with several Senators gavo th"e"im-
j>resslon that the bill would pass. They say
that such a measure is necessary owing to the
amount which Cuba will lose monthly, and
which is needed for the expenses of the gov-
ernment.

A XEW TARIFF FOR CUBA.

CUTTER SERVICE OVERHAULED.
Vi •

:i:,r., Dae. 21.—<^apfaln C. \u25a0*. Shoemaker.
f

• * imu cutter service, bu returned to

Bf m an ißSyaettaa of the stations• -
'o

-
l.c C-;!f. Evpry branch of the- ser-

xi'f was thoroughly overhauled. i:icludir.e the yes-- •:ne'Ctefl \u25a0»:th the Marine Hospital Service.
• x I'lWuPy, \u2666vf*ryth!np was found Vt be in

t<,od <\u25a0> : -i where <2«-ftcia wen tound they
*(tc- corrected.

Western
Homeseekers
Should send 2 cent stamp toe
copy of The North -Western
Homeseeker and the pamphlet
Opportunities forBusiness, is-
sued by the Chicago &
North -Western Railway.

There is no region in the
world more prosperous than
the great northwest. Laborers
and mechanics, professional
men and merchants, investors
and farmers allrindunusual op-
portunities here awaiting them.

The Western Line
which reaches nine of the eat west-
ern commonwealths with its network
of well-equipped transportation lines,
sells homeseekers' tickets from Chi-
cago at about one fare for the round
trip, the first and third Tuesdays of
each month.

Colonists' oae-way tickets to many
points west, also at low rates.

Correspondingly low rates fromat]
V.J>'s Send two-cent stamp for
booUic'..* named above. All agents
&**l\u25a0•«\u25a0»>*s viathis Sine

V. W. alx>rid«;e.
IBt ti.-^idwty. N«» York. S. T.

MMi

Dr. JL©Lpponi
Physician to the La^te Pope Leo XIII..a^rid Now Phy-

sfcian in Ordinary to Pope Pius X., Finds

Buffalo LrraiA Water
Of Marvellous Efficacy in Gout. Rheumatism, Gastro-

intestinal Dyspepsia, and in a.ll the Various
Forms of Uric Acid Diathesis."

Following is Exact Translation of Dr. Lapponi's Testimonial as Written by

Himself:
'

Row? kumis- sa. ioo*.—la the Hospital of San Giovanni Caiibrita (del Fatebene Fra-

d^eTVrnSf I have lately experimented with the natural min-
'r% '

\u0084A1
___«__ U/ATXTD and am pad to be able to attest

LTrfjVl/'LlTixiATIAIE.l\ \u25a0 :iat, by its richness of composition

r(

'
n
,;'Lle am m cases of Gout, ol Chronjc, Articular and Muscular Rheu-

\u25a0::rcSiVtiSf and Scuonal D:serders, of intestinal Dyspepsia, of
\u25a0Tlnsuriirieflcy. of light Nephritic Affections, and of all the various forms of

\u25a0r^trr b Ibo to be recommended highly in the initial processes of Arterio-sckrosis
Xii sate forms of Bronchial Asthma. gnr ttL i.uili

d » a good table water. So much Ideclarer f^W^^
FW*d PhK.<«:n of the Hospital of Sa^Gwvanm Cdibri* (del Fatebene FratcK) m Rome,

:--BuffaloLITHIAWater V]aaot time, strongly confirms the claim
-,,r.i for th:s water in Gout. Rheumatism and ail troubles dependent upon an

IS, > and No 2, are valuable, and Nb isoecific in allchronic MalarialPoisoning
fti'T.'iAI UfjvrrD bfor«fc by Grocers and Druggists generally. iesti-.• 5-0 ' iTHIAWATER Sonata hich defy all imputation or question sent to any

fcddrcis.
PROPRIETOR BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS. VIRGINIA

TO CtTT GOOD -nUEATME-NT.
Render* •*•

—
\u25a0—\u25a0\u25a0 •« good Untlmrßt ifthey will

nwntiaa to tditfUMtt U»y s»w their advt. la X%»
Tribune.

KILLED STARTING ON CHRISTMAS VISIT.

Rowe Macs DSC 21.-J- Frank Brown, a former
H^ctm'an of this place, was killed by a train rJL

Zoar Son. OH the Boston and Maine Railroad,

'd v Mrs Brawn, who was with him, was ee-

nousiy hurt, and h-r escape from \u25a0'•\u25a0">' was due

to the f^-t thai Mr Hrown pushed her out or dan-

cer They were about to step on a train to go to

Sreenflald to apend CnrUuna* with one of their
•OS*

STATUE OF GOV. PIERPONT IN PLACE.
Washington. Dec, 2L-A. marble statue of Fran-

cis H Plerpont. War Governor of West Virginia..

was placed In Statuary Hail at the Capitol to-

day under the Invitation of Congree^to each of

the States to place in the Capitol statues of two

of their "Illustrious sons. 11 The statue com-

plate. West VSnia- 9 ? -ta O
e
ne

a
Of "-Senator

SiUbe unveiled dedicated as soon as Congrea.

fixes a date. .

Legardo is one of the most prominent men In the
Philippines, and War Department officials say that

on several occasions he exhibited great bravery In

behalf of the United States when overtures were
being rr.oae to Agulnaldo to surrender, having gone
to him at great risk of his life and sought to

have him give up his opposition to American au-
thority. Hi is one of tbree natives appointed by
Governor Taft on the Philippine

'
ommission.

Cnarges Against the Philippine Commis-
sioner Libellous, He Says.

Washington. Dec 2L—Charges having be«n filed
with the President affecting the moral character
of Benlto Leg-ardo. the Secretary of War to-day

transmltted by mail to the Civil Governor of the
Philippine Islands a copy of them for bit Informa-

tion. These charges were contained in a cable dis-
patch to the President from persons In Manila.
Incommenting on the case to-day Secretary Root
expressed tris belief that the dispatch was sent in
aider that it might be given to the press and there-
by work Irreparable Injury to the commissioner.
That men's reputations should be thus publicly

assailed before they had a chance to speak he
strongiy condemned.

ME. ROOT DEFENDS BENTTO LEGARDO.

Washington. Dec ZL—Speaker Cannon and Rep-

resentatives Hepburn and Richardson, of Tennes-
see, comprising the commission having in charge

the construction of an office building for the House
of Representatives, were informed by Attorney

General Knox to-day that the jury of condemna-
tion had fixed the price to be paid for the site at

1741.000 and that his department was now engaged

!n reviewing title to the various pieces of property
preliminary to the government's taking title. The
ground then will be cleared and the erection of
the building1 begun at onoe. Itis to oost between
$3,000,000 and J4,0u0,000. and construction will take
several years.

Preparations for Its Construction Under
Way.

OFFICE BUILDING FOR THE HOUSE.

Case of "AT Adams Set for Hear-
ing on January 25.

WashTh'gton. Dec. 2L—The Supreme Court of the
\u25a0United States to-day granted a. motion to advance
the case of Albert J. Adams, convicted of a viola-
tion of the gambling laws of New-York, and set
the case for hearing on January 25. 190*. The rea-
son for advancing the "policy king's" case la the
bad state of his health.

The court dismissed for want of jurisdiction the
case of B. A. WHtmar and J. H. Kelly against

C. H. Bishop. The case grew out of the publication
by Bishop of an article which Wiltmer and Kelly
alleged to be libellous. They are "magnetic heal-
ers," with beadquartera at Nevada, Mo., and at
one time had an Income of $1,000 a day. Bishop
made a printed attank on their business. The Su-
preme Court of Missouri refused to find the article
libellous, on the ground that Wlltmer and Kelly
had failed to show that their business was entitled
to the protection of the law. Today's opinion af-
firms that decision.

The Solicitor General submitted a motion to ad-
vance the case of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission against David J. Baird and others. This
Is a case based on the complaint of W. R. Hearst
aK!iir:sf» coal carrying railroads, and grows out of
the anthracite strike of last year. The question
Involved is the right of the Interstate Commerce
Gommisslon to compel the production of contracts
and to require answers to questions put by the
commission to officers of the railroad companies
as to the reasonableness of freight rates.

After a brief session the court adjourned until
January 4.

IX THE SUPREME COURT.

BENSON WON'T TALK AT PRESENT.
Although under arrest for bribery, with many

future charges of defrauding the government to

face. John A. Benson, sometimes called "Kingof
the Land Grabbers." was apparently undisturbed
yesterday, when he was seen at the Waldorf-As-
toria. He refused to make any statement about his
arrest in Washington last Friday, his plan of de-
fence or his land operations. By Saturday, he said,
he would have consulted with his lawyer, whose
name he refused to give, and would then be able
to make some sort of statement.

"At present," said he. "you'llhave to Judg* from
appearance*. Don't see any blue clr^l^s under the
ey^s, or any smoke, or red fir",or horns, do your**

Mr. Benson is a large man. with a decided stoop,
heavy Jaws, shrewd, light blue eyes and a closely
clipped mustache. He has a soft voice. He wears
a rather shabby silk hat. and an unpressed gray

frock suit.

The Interior Department received a dispatch
to-day from Inspector Greene, at Portland.
Ore., saying that Albert Harrington, of Falls
City, Ore., had been held under $1,000 bond for
Impersonating assistants to Special Agents Pat-
terson and Hobbs, who have been Investigating

land frauds. The great bulk of the land frauds

which have been brought to light are under
what is known as the Lieu Land Selection law.
A large number of entries filed under that law
are being .withheld from final action, and all in
which John A. Benson, the San Francisco man
recently arrested here, was interested have
been suspended. Secretary Hitchcock to-day

sent for Assistant Attorney Push, who has been
on the Pacific Coast investigating the frauds.
and conferred with him regarding the situation.
Mr. Hitchcock said there had been no develop-
ments In the work.
It was intimated at the Interior Department

that no further arrests were expected until
about the time of the hearing in the Benson
case which is kV. for December 'Ml unless some-
thing demanding immediate action should be re-
vealed in the investigation of the Land Office
records now in progress in connection with the
cases in the West. The status of Woodford D.
Harlan. a clerk in the Land Office, and until
about a year ago chief of the special service
division, in view of his alleged receipt of money
Benson is accused of paying to Influence action
on pending matters and of the fact that he is
still on the rolls, has caused considerable spec-
ulation. Leading officials refuse to say what in-
formation is expected to be obtained from Har-
lan.

Washington, Dec. 21.—The Secretary of the In-
terior has revoked the order under which final
action on entries under the Timber and Stone act
was Huspended, and all such entries, aggregat-
ing a large number, will now be acted on In
the regular order by the General Land Office.
The order involves several hundred thousand
acres of public lands in the West, all entries on
which have bcCD held up because of the big

frauds perpetraw-il on the government under the
Timber and Stone act. The suspension, which
has been in force many months, has served a
good purple, and in the view of the Interior
Department han been the means of protection
and the preventing of many fraudulent entries.
A ripid scrutiny of all entries under the act will
be continued, but the revocation of the euspen-
sion order willallow all valid entries to be pat-
ented. Thi? was the important development to-
tejf in the land fraud proceedings, and indicates
that the government believes the backbone of
the ring which has been speculating in and talc-
ing unlawful means of acquiring lands under

this act has been broken.

Order Suspending Entries for Big
Tract» Revoked.

LAND RING BROKEN DP.

CHURCH AT BALLSTON BURNED.

Ballnton. V I. DM »l (Special).— St. John 1

BptaßOpa] •mivrt *tEast Un«. was burne.l to the

ground last nljfht. The loss Is VMM. Service
were held In the ciiurcn Sunday. The origin of the
rtre is unknown. The church waii built tw«r
stax* a»o by th* late Rev. \V»U*r A, DehtfUid,

EVIDENCE ALL HEARSAY.
Providence. K. I. Me. 51—Attorney General

Steams, after examining the report of Investigators
acting for Governor Oarvtn with reference to brib-
ery- said to have been practised at the recent elec-
tion In Rhode Island, has announced that he has
been unaDle to discover anything but hearsay evi-
dence.

Barrington. R. 1.. Dec. £L—Simultaneously with

the observation at Forefathers* Day In New-En*,

land, the residents of a tract in thla territory,

known in the olden times as Sowams. celebrated
to-dar the 250th anniversary of the purchase of the
land from the Indians. The section Includes Bax-

rinrtoJi and portions of Bristol and East Provt-
denre and also extends over the line Into Massa-
chusetts. The exercises w«» held In Barrington

Town Hall this ev-wnin* Among the spectator*

were the Hhode Island Veteran Ottxens' Historical
Association, with three former QmnM In ita
delegation.

Commemoration of the Landing of the Pil-

grims
—

The Purchase fromIndians.

Boston. Deo. Xl.— commemorate Forefathers'
Day a special service was held at the First Uni-

tarian Church her* this afternoon, under the au-
spices of th* Society of Mayflower Descendants of

Massachusetts. The address was delivered by the

Rev. James Eells. the pastor, Mr. Bells rave a
practical sermon. In which he made reference to
the progress of the State since the larding of the

Pllffrtms. 2B years a*". The devotional exercises
were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Georce Hodges,
the elder of the society.

FORETATHEKS' DAYINNEW-ENGLAND

President Roosevelt Started Machinery of
BigIndependent Concern.

Keokuk, lowa. Dec 2L—The matn buildings of

Hublnser Brothers* starch factory were destroyed

by fire to-day. The plant was the largest inde-
pendent starch factory In the counter. ejid lta
opening last April was attended by President
Roosevelt, who, by pressing a button, started the
machinery In motion. One workman Is believed t*

have perished in :he flames. The financial loss la-
placed at $250,000. with $100,000 Insurance.

STARCH FACTOKT BTTRNED.

SHOT ACCIDENTALLY BY HIS BROTHER.
Albany. Dec. C—Frank Ronan, aged twelve,

youngest son of Edwin D. Ronan, a well known
lawyer of »h:s city, was accidentally shot and al-
most Instantly killed last evening by a revolver

in the hands of his year-old brother,

Charles They were examining the pistol, and
neither supposed it to bo loaded.

FAVORS EXTENDING THE PAROLE.

Albany. Dec. 2L—Superintendent CVtlllr.a. of the
State Prison Department. «aid to-day that he
should repeat to the coming legislature his recom-
mendation of an amendment to Ihe parol*. law so

as to extend th« parole opportunities to first term

tn«n sentenced to twenty years or less The maxi-
mum now Is fhra yarn and lprisoner must scrvt*

one-third of Ma term baton ha can be paroled.
lir Collins paid such an amendment would affect
a higher grade of man than the dv» year dm. and
indue* them to lead better lives.

M'CLELLAN'S RESIGNATION.
Washington. fW. Speaker \u25a0 'annon to-day re-

ceived a letter from Representative Georg» B. Mc-
riellan. saying that he had forwarded his resigna-
tion an a member of the House to Governor <">-i>>ll
Tl.« WMlglialhiil become* effective when received
by the Governor.

JOHN F. AHEARN SWORN IN.
John F. Ahearn. the borough president-eJect, was

yesterday eworn in by J<i<lge N'ewburgfr. Later
Mr. Ahearn went to the office of Borough President
Cantor, with whom he spent a good part of the
afternoon. It was aaid that Mr. Ahearn would ap-
point IVrnard Powlln*. now a clerk In th« Finance
Department, a* his secretary. Mr. Dowllng1 Is a
prominent worker in the IVtb Assembly District.
v.f which Mr. Ahearn Is leader.

Borough President-elect Littleton of Brooklyn
said yesterday that he would make bis entire list
of appointments public to-day. The moat impor-
tant, that of John C Brackenridge as Commis-
sioner of Public "Works, has already been an-
nounced.

Senator P. H. McCarren left his headquarters, in
the Thomas Jefferson Building yesterday long
enough to have a talk with Mr. Ljttleton in the
latter's office. That 13 what Littleton has been
waiting for, as he gave McCarren to understand
aoaaa time ago that lie (Littleton) would not go to
the Senator. It is said that LJttleton willnow ac-
cede to some of the Senator's desires, and that
the slate will be fairly satisfactory to the district
leaders.

Littleton WillAnnounce His Appointments
To-day.

Two Kings County Leaders Say They Shall

Strive to Do Their Part
[BT TELXGKAPH TO THE TBJBCNC]

Albany, Dec 2L—Jacob Brenner, chairman of th«
Kings County Republican Committee, and J. H.
Kracke. Assistant Commissioner of Agriculture,
and a district leader in Brooklyn, called on Got-
ernor Odell to-day. Mr.Brenner said afterward:

The Governor Is working with one great purpose
In view—that of carrying New-York State for the
State and national nominees of the Republican
party next year, and we men of the organization
are ready to do our share of the work. We pro-
pose to carry out any plans that may be ma.de to
Increase the Republican vote.

Our conversation with the Governor to-day was
purely informal, so far as politics are concerned.
We talked on that topic Incidentally. The Gov-
ernor expressed himself on the necessity of enlist-
ing men to the support of tho Republican ticket
who have not been actively Identified with organi-
zation affairs In the past. He believes that addl-
tlonai strength may be gained from that source.

MADE MCARREN COME TO HIM.

GOVERNOR WORKS TO WIN.

Senator Hanna Informed That the Hotels
WillNot Advance Rates.

Baratoga, N. V., Dec Caseius B, Thomas,
president of the Saratoga Business Men's Associa-
tion, Bent to-day the following telegram:

To the Hon. Mark Hanna, Chairman. Republican
National Committee. Washington.

Saratoga renews invitation for the national con-
vention. Hotel proprietors willnot advance rates
ifSaratoga is selected. \

SARATOGA WANTS CONVENTION.

BEST WAY TO BUFFALO.Lackawanna
| Railroad
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