
NEW-YORK DAILY TKIBUNE. SUNDAY, DECF^rB^R 27. 190&
T2

THINGS NEW, QUAINT, ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL QUARTERS OF TOE HABITABLE GLOBE

TWO YEARS WITH A COLLEGE MUSICAL CLUB.

EXPERIENCES GRAVE AND GAY OF DIRECTOR OF

A BANJO ORGANIZATION:

SISTTNE CONVENT, SAX JUAN, PORTO BICO.
Just abandoned, after occupancy ever since ISM.

STARTLING FIGURES.

A FIVE YEAR OLD EUCALYPTUS TREE.

Marvellous Output of This Land of
Coal and Iron.

The statement that last year 40 per cent of
the pig Iron In the world was produced in the
United States fives one no very definite realiza-

tion c? the quantity of that product, though he be
reminded on every hand l>y iron and steel ships,
bridge*, railroads, buildings, machinery, tools,
nails, tacks, etc.. ad nauseam, that this la the iron
ago. Even the 6tatemcnt that the United States
last year mined over thirty million long tons of
Iron ore rives one- no adequate impression of the
rutn>^

-
of this an-.our.t. On the other hand, if

one should see the entire iron ore production of
the year piled Dp In a single heap, he would
readily comrreh«-nd ....is ruar.Uiy by a compari-

son of the pOa with familiar objects In the land-
scar"*. This shows us that it Is large numbers
instead of large quantities which confuse the mind;

for eiample, the statement that a wagon holds

over *3,000,<j00 grains of coal would give a pfr«on a
very has i2ea of th«> actual Quantity specified, but
h* would immediately comprehend the quantity if
told t.v at tt rapreWCted two tons; tor a larger unit

of weight would be used, ther»by reducing the

count to a figure well within the mental grasp.

Thus In trying to represent i-> our readers just

)w« U-rgfr are the quantHks of materials used in
the iron and steel liifliwllj.we have endeavored
to CtMOM tBSCT units of measurement; and finding

that our standard measures are far too email for
the purpose, we have resorted to the use cf familiar
landmarks as basts of comparison.

As a unit of bulk, no larger Ei::irl'-monument has
mun produced thar. the o'd pyramid of Cheops, and
large though it be. it is nil too small when used
as a unit by which to sseasors the stupendous
volume of material us d in our pig iron production
of a single year. In the accompanying .ration,
the huge blast furnace eho»ri at the left represents

a fur- l.
> which would receive at a single charge

all our iron ere production during the year IS-:.
together with the fuel and limestone used. Th«;

charge measures approximately two billion cubic
feet, or to use our proposed unit of bulk, this would
be equivalent to twenty-four pyramids. As many

Individ may have formed no adequate concep-
tion of the sire of the gr.-Mt Pyramid, we have
used as en additional basis of comparison the tam-
eat building in the worid. namely, ;ne Park Row
Building. in New-York. This building meieur« SO
feet In height, and it wouid require thirteen such
buildings, placed one above the other, to equii :ht
height of our hypothetical blast fgrtrT

Of the contents of the blast furnace, by far tht
larger bulk is fuel, though the we:pr.t pj tif: .m:.
ore Is almost twice that of. the futi. The sjjar<?
columns in our illustration w:ll serva u» :ve one
some idea of ths aaou:.t of fuel co:.*ume<l last
year by the him: furnaces of the United States.
>>'o exact firurts ar«- available for I&U2. but a fair
estimate aMM l*> about I'vwj.oOQ tons of coke.
1.000,000 tons of coal and 300,000 tons of charcoal.
Coke is *o light tr.at if the 16.000.000 tons were
IBS! up in a column 400 feet square, the column
would reach an altitude of 6,500 feet. No human
monument is large enough to klv* us, by compari-
son with this column, any Idea of such a height.
If the base of the column were situated at sea
level, a person at the top could look down on th«

AN ALUM MOUNTAIN.
Grman papers report that an "alum mountain

'
ex:ste In China, which ie not oniy noted as a nat-
ural phenomenon, but is also a source of wealth" peor.le of its vicinity, as they annually
take many tons of alum from it. The mountain
Is said to have a circumfer?ru c ai the base of nut
I<=-bs than t»n mlie:?. and is nearly IJM feet high
Ike iilum is quarried In immense blocks, is then
heatAfi in lar^e ovens, and afterward dissolved inboiling \v;it»-r. From this liquid the alum crystal-
lizes in layers of about half a foot in thlckr..»:-s.which p.T-t rut up in blocks of ten poundß each
Tho Chinese use it mainly for purifying water

—
(Dally Consular Reports.

WOES OF A FATHER.
From The Chicago Post.

"Inpa. what does gallant mean?"
"Oh. it means courtly. Why do you ask?"
"Because it speaks here of a gallant ship."

summit of Mount Washington. New-Hampshire,
and It would overtop every mountain In this coun-
try east of the Rockies.

Our column of coal includes both anthracite and
bituminous. In the last two years there has b^—*
a considerable falling oft in the use of anthracne
while bituminous coal mixed with coke has showna. great increase over former years, so that our
column would probably be made up of two part*
bituminous to one anthracite coal. Their combined
bulk would form a column £00 feet square by I.3*X)
feet high

—
a midget in comparison with the cokecolumn, but not bo small after all when compared

with the Park Row Building.
Charcoal, which Is the smallest item In the fuel

statistics for 3'.«>-J. or nbout one-fifth or the number
of tons of coal, yet forms a column nearly two-
thirds the? height of tie coal column, or twice that
of the Park Bow Building.

The amount of limestone used for fluxing pur-
poses last year amounted to 9,400.000 tons. This
would make a column 5,500 feet high, with a cross
section 300 feet square. It may be interesting to
note hfre that oyster shells .ire used In one of the
furnaces In Maryland in place of limestone.

The r.r-Tt eotonUL wh!<*h is of a heieht eoti'l to
that of the coke column. 1? composed of 54.636.121
tor.s of iron ore. However, this represents in bulkonly one-quarter thai of the coke.

All the shove tinned mater: iis were used lastyp.»r to produce 37«'..W tons of pic: iron. This
makes a column twice the height of the EiffflTower, the tallest monument to numan skill in the
world.

The incest part of th» pig Iron production of this
country is converted Into steel; 14.947.2r0 tons rep-
F»*Mtl the tot:>.! output for Ilsl year. Of this, 9.138.-
SS3 tons was made by the Bessemer process. 6,687.729
by the open hearth process and 121. 1jg tons wascrnn \u25a0

• .
Of \\f fmishod products for he year, 2.947.93S ton*represent the amount of iron and steel formed

Into rail*. Ifr>U this metal wrrc rolled into a single
rail of st;<nd;.rd proportions, it w iuld measure ap-
proxtmatety eUrhty-one feet high, and would beabout a miio and one-fifth long. The base would
of course, erjunl the heisrht, nnd the tread would•i.-n<? a nidth of forty-three feet In our Illustra-tion we hare shown the relative proportions of a
locomotive r.f \u25a0'•tee size, placed on this railNext Inquantity to th» iron and steel railproduc-tion is ]q=t v^nr's output of plates and sheets- 2 GFS

-
-.09 tons r.fmetal were thus converted. This amount.
if rolled Into a single sheet of No. 30 standardgame*, which is th thinnest -"r-.-t. steel commercial-ly DMd, would cover 4r> square miles, or nearly
tynty -im^ the area of the island of Manhattan".The extent of tins area i= illustrated in the acom-panylng n;rsp of New-York City and Its vicinity
jn »\u25a0 prodnetSon of "nils forms no small part of

-hi v producti for tli" year. Wire nails rep-
reaent of Bourse. * much lancer r.-m of the outnutjVT JIV*,rir<

- -n-^'^s Impound '
pa of wire nails

\u25a0Jf
--

'. ' «nd k^s of ent nails. Followingthe method in our two previous comparisons tvr-
jOTerepresented paeh amount by a single nail ofBtandard propo-'ions. The cut nail would tower f.-ir\u25a0 \u25a0• the Pu-k Row Build ng measuring almostthe r.-ißht of the Washington Monument
irMl* the wire nr.il would rl=e to nearly double thisbrtCbt overtopptm the Eiffel wer, and formingc. *c.;-3 column of motal of fifty-four feet in dia-
meter md MOO feet high.—(Scientific American.

COMPARATIVE DIAGRAMSHOWIKG THE TOTAL ANNUALAMOUNT OF RAW AND FIN-
ISHED MATERIAL OX THE IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY OX THE UNITED STATED

{SclenUflo American.

Placing the Figures of a Great Group on
the Front of the Structure.

While a wondering crowd shivers in the cold
wind which sweeps up Broad-st. a force of work-
men are hoisting Into place the different parts of
the great marble figures to ornament the pediment
of the Broad-st- facade of the Stock Exchange.
ItIs not an easy task, and though each part of

STATUARY FOR NEW STOCK EXCHA3TQE

Abandon Ancient Structure in San
Juan for Better Quarters.

San Juan. P. R,. Dec IS (Special).— For the first
time In 258 years the feet of the wordly tread the

floors of the ancient Carmelite convent in San Juan,

and the nuns who were sheltered In the old struct-
ure have gone forever from the capital of Porto
Rico and the shadow of the cathedral. A few nights
ago fifteen of them were transported by steamer

and overland to San German, where better quar-

ters have been provided for them. Seme of the

nuns are very old and feeble, and some are young

girls who havo recently entered the convent. Many

of them entered the convent when they were young

girls and are now old women.
No one else ever enters their apartments. When

:>n*of their number dies, the nuns themselves bury

their dead, with their own peculiar ceremonies,
doing all the work Incident to the burial, the ceme-
tery being in the immediate premises of the con-
vent.

During the time of the bombardment of the city

by Admiral Sampson the nuns were removed from
tho little convent building for a few days and

were taken care of In Rio Piedras. but with this
only exception, it is said, the nuns of £hi3convent
havo never left its seclusion. This Is the only order
of this kind on the island, and thes* nuns occupy

their new quarters, in San German, possibly r.ot

to be again disturbed in their perpetual devotion
to God for another epoch of centuries.
It was not intended that anyone should know or

the movement of the nuns, and that it should be

done as secretly as possible after dark, but they
had no sooner left the buildiner than It b*:am?

noised about town, causing a stir, for every one
knew of the absolute seclusion of these pious wor-
shippers and the character of their devotion ana
sacrifice.

Special pr»;. rations were made on the steamer
so that they could be as secluded there as they had
been in the convent. They were in charge of two
priests, the pastor of the S.in German church and
Father Canella. of San Juan. The nuns made an
application to Bishop Blenk some time ago to be
transferred, as the building which they occupied
is falling down and reeds repairs greatly.

The scene at the pier was one seldom witnessed.
When the carriages containing the nuns arrived a
crowd fought to see the veiled women. Many rela-
tives were there, and some of the sisters wept bit-
terly, while others said they were perfectly happy.
Sobs and cries, however, predominated, and the
gathering was a sad one. The steamer sailed at 2
o'clock in the mOTPtay

The nuns of this order are perhaps tne moat pious
and sacrificing of any of the Catholic Church.
They are wedded to God alone, and when they
enter the convent they leave ail earthly things be-
hind, never again to look upon the face of a mortal
but themselves, They have some communication
with the outside world, but do not see those with
whom they communicate. A high screen Is ar-
ranged over which they can converse with their
friends upon certain occasions, but the door be-
tween is never opened so that they may come In
actual contact with even their parents or closest
relatives.

The only recorded escape from the Slstlne con-
vent in San Juan occurred in Spanish times.
Then a pretty seftorita crawled out or a window on
the Chrfsto-st. Fide to Join friends of her lover, a
Spanish officer in Cuba. She {ellto the sidewalk
and broke her leg. but was safely carried away,
recovered, and later happily married to her cava-
lier. She is livingin Spain.

NUNS CHANGE CONVENTS.

The Jud«
—

But your haad doesn't show tt.
R&stua -But you don* oughter \u25a0»« da: state

EVIDENCE.

The Judsro
—

Tou «ay your wife tit yon orer tie heaJ
With a plata?

R&atus
—

Yes. s»h.

From Life.

Roots of a Plant Found on the Africaa
Plains.

A French botanist, in the course* of his ex7!ozs>>
tions. says "The Scientific American." a few weeks
ago. In the gandy r'-tlr.s of th- French Congo, dis-
covered a plant the bark of which contained a 'arg*
quantity of fibrous rubber. At the time scarcely
any attention was paid to the discovery, but owing
to the scarcity of rubber and Its high commercial
value, which In in reality so Drohlbltlve as to pre-
vent a very wide employment of the substance.
attempts are being made InEngland to turn this
new discovery to commercial use. The plant also
thrives profusely in Northern Nigeria, and it !»
these forests which are to be exploited. A sample
of the plant has been analyzed by th* botanical au-
thorities of Kew Gardens. London, and these Inves-
tigations show that the rubber exists in the roots in
sufficiently Urge Quantities to warrant de e'opmer.t.
The name of the plant Is LondolDnia thrallonit It
Is to be found in many place* on taa west coast elAfrica. One firm which is already engaged la the
manufacture of this rubber is placing it upon tha
market at 75 cents a pound, and it is In every r»-
spect equal to the ordinary rubber.

India rubber has become such an lrsdlspersaV.*
material In th» arts and sciences that users w!'.: beglad to learn that a fresh sour.-a of supply is said
to have been found !n the white mangrove tree.which grows plentifullyin the swampy lands aler.~
the coast of Central Queensland. Th© sap is ob-
tained by making incisions in the bark or "the tree
and allowing :t to run into tins. Sense samples of
the rubber th-..s obtained are said to have brought
H a pound in £nglard. Ar. Idea of the imnnrt.ir.c*
of. the rubber trade may be formed from the state-
ment that the United State* ami Ens;!-; alone ab-
sorb over fifty milUon pounds annum]

hoisted to the places assigned to them as fast as
they are needed. This arrangement not only serves
to prevent the impeding of traffic la the street toe-
low, but makes it Impossible far harm to befall
the valuable statuary through the curiosity o;
passe rsby.

The crowd w' ' h hnea the opposite side of the
street practical:, every hour of the day is deeply
Interested inthe .regress of the work. The novelty
of the undertaking appeals to the lookers-on more
than the artistic side of the work, however.

"Look at the old woman." sung out one youngster
the other afternon when the bust of a shepherdess
weighing about two tons dangled from th» cables
hauling it to the temporary platform above the
street.

"That fellow looks as If he had lost a nicxel."*
was the remark of one young man as he pointed
to the gigantic figure of a man whom the sculptor
has placed on his hands and knees.

"Can't you see he Is looking for the subway?*
chimed In another.

"Say. Is he a bear?" piped up a youngster on theedge of the crowd. This allusion to the figure's
lack of apparel provoked another la:gh. scattered
the throng and made room for another crowd.Though the postures In which the beautiful fig-
urea are now dropped by tha workmen give thema very grotesque appearance, the workmanship
upon them la everywhere Inevidence, and when the
i.ln va

'si'"l; flS'J"es have been groupeu together
in tne beautiful conception of the commerce of theworM placing Its tribute at the feet of New-York
the StocK Exchange will be crowned with a master-pi^e of the sculptor's at.Many of the rigures weigh seven and eight to-*eacn: others less, ana others stillmore. The larnsicentral figures are yet to "be received.

NEW SOTTRCES OP RXTBBES.

PLACING STATUARY ON THE NEW STOCK EXCHANGE BLTLDDJQ IN BROAD-ST.

"Mushrooms'." he exclaimed. "We have to give
way to them, but the margin is narrow enough.
You cut off a eucalyptus and In three or four days

it will bo sproutii)^ away for dear life. Some-
thing teems to just draw them up out of the
grov nd."

They make th» finest kind of piles, even better
than Oregon pine, to the minds of some experts.
More than $10,000 worth of piles have been sold
from the Cooper grove within ten years, and no
one knows how many hundred cords of wood: yet
one would hardly know that the grove had been
touched.

According to reports to the agricultural depart-
ment the eucalyptus is now betr.g planted In this
country more largely than any other tree. The
ranchers of the great prairie States are setting out
thousands of them under tho easier name of
"gums" or "blue gums." The eucalyptus seems
to care i.o more about the name than about the
soil in which it is planted.

Its use? «re by no means limited to the produc-
tion of cord wood and piling. Itprotects the orange
and lemon groves along the coast from the ocean
winds which would bruise the fruit, and has
proved an excellent windbreak. Ina wood lot the
trees can be cut every six or seven years, the
average yield being from sixty to seventy-five
cords of wood to the acre, and any one who —as

Its Ready Growth Makes It Valu-
able

—
Used for Many Purposes.

Santa Barbara. Cal.. Dec. 2(5 fSpecmi).-Nowhere
In this country, perhaps, have experiments with the
growth of eucalyptus, trees been carried to such an
extent as in the little valleys along this stretch of
the Pacific Coast. The eucalyptus, be It known, is
the tree which some scientists say is destined' to
save the world from a famine of wood. Those who
are familiar with the tree's gTowing records In this
vicinity are confident In its ability to perform that
feat If It should ever be called upon to do so,
which Is not provable.

Kllwood Cooper, who owns a big ranch a few-
miles north cf Santa Barbara, was one of the pio-
neers in this experimenting. His first plantations
were set out twecty-flve years ago. Pots-
groves have been cut down three or four times
and are again high In the air. Trees which
been permitted to gro%v for tho entire quarter
century are as larpe. as oaks whose rings show
them to be more than three hundred years old.
Inother words, the eucalyptus grows twelve time 3
as fast as the oak, and. in fact, thf?re is hardly a
tree that It does m>t put to shame in this r

Five years ago a resident cf one of the small
coast settleme ::ts south of here, Carpenteria, plant-
ed a row of eucalyptus as a sort of fence alons one
side of his residence property. I^ast week he fin-
ished citting it di lired twenty-two cords
of four-foot firewood from this single row. not

more than 250 feet in length. Several of the trees
hnd grown to a height of Seven ty-fiv« feet in five
years and all were well above fifty feet,

••You can almost see these eucalypta grow,"
said a rancher who it familiar with thorn. "There
is only one thins 1know that can beat them."

\u25a0And that?" was asked.

THE EUCALYPTUS TREE.

Ing meal In a frozen little New-Hampshire winter
town, when his muddled brain and clattering teetn
made necessary my coming to the rescue of ms
starved imagination by Imitating his voice to me
deceit of our friends.

"Alltoo frequently Inthe greater cities came hops
of all descriptions. After two and three years ot

service in the cause of advertising one's college

and playing the gallant, spirit and memory re-
belled. A fine of $5 for non-attendance revivified
the staling spirit, but the memory still lagged.

"Fancy the band crashing, your linen beginning1 to
wilt and your eye* half closing from lack of slum-
ber, being presented to an incomparable bit or
womanhood, you bowing low, all the time abso-
lutely ignorant of her identity, and she saying:

'I had such a nice dance with you last year. You
recall Miss

——
and Miss . Well, they are

nurt because you didn't remember them. Are all
college men so rude?' etc.. etc.

"Of course, all expenses were paid out of the re-
ceipts of concerts. Still, the fellows would start out
for a two weeks' lark with money enough to meet
emergencies, and they were many. As, for ex-
ample, 1 lost my suit case in a Pennsylvania
change-cars town, together with all goods and
chattels appertaining thereto. By sitting sidewlse
In the rear row of my club, 1 relieved the audience
of the Impression that Iwore a bright blue striped
shirt front. My credit with the other men by that
time was so deficient that Iwas unable to provide
myself with, a superior sartorial equipment. Ihave
often wondered if that Washington girl who. with
her impeccably dressed escort, came on the stage
later to say friendly things to me remembers that
striped blue shirt front.
"Itwas at Washington that very trip when a sub-

stitute manager, a mere tyro at such busing's, re-
ported no cash in our treasury. It was a dreadful
night when we stationed guards along the hotel
corridors, called every man to place his last penny
on the bed and we found we had eight cents to
spare over our hotel bills and tickets "home, with
said limited sum as sole assets, as against two
meals for forty men as liabilities."People outside of the college wonder when such
youngsters study, and if they study at all. Truth1?, they are held strictly up t.> their marks by
stringent faculty rales. 1 know of no chap's having
had to loave CODcga or even falling dangerously
delinquent in his courses because of his association
wU.h the. merry men of B .My head is full of
vls.ons of Hunt grinding out the "Psychology ofReligion perched on a seat rail with a doublequartet of whist golr.g on under his nose; ofWheatley reading Alfred de Musset. and Living-
stone wrapped up in Goethe, both balancing them-
selves on trunks In the bad light of a baggage cartravelling forty-five miles an hour, with belated
comrades around them hustling into dress suits Intime for the third station beyond

"Somehow the fellows got their lessons and rankedhigh In their classes, at that. Though they met
hundreds of people during the college year woresubjected to ordeals which tried their originality
and adaptability to the utmost, all the boys withhardly an exception, learned to play when it wastime to play and to study when it was time tostudy.
<,nflLT°nfea w?£ a

hOl R̂
"mu««<-al club, however. Issufficient. With the dawning of the Junior year

y^n "r^studies, quite different from anything
had In preparatory schools. Then it Is time for themellowing process to come on. time to become

world \u25a0'

g d# and t0 PrePare to revolutionize the

"It used to be sport to sit before a kindlydis-
posed audience, to nod to friends made at Im-
promptu meetings the afternoon before, and to

hear the fellows swing into a spirited air, with a
spirit of gusto found only among college men; to
hear the tap of feet to our twostep. and to take
the measure of our hearers' appreciation by their
smiles. But, after all, the real lasting fun of the
thing was when we were entertained before 8
o'clock after the concerts at private homes.

•At Beverly, for Instance, Clary, centre in the
"varsity football team, shock haired, 220 pounds,
out of the bacit country of the Pcnobscot, was
asked Cor the third time if he would have more
escailop<d oysters. He refused to decline. Neither
would he relinquish his apparent hold on the
hostess's affections by negativing a fourth and
a iUth Invitation to the same dish.

"But he placed himself ii; Immediate Jeopardy
by supplementing his 'Please. I>'n't mind if1 do.'
by 'You can talk, madame. about your escalloped
oysters. But for me there's nothin' can touch
good old Boston baked beans.'

"His half mile swun In a March surf the next
day added not one whit to his manners.

"There's a pretty town down on the Ohio River
where, at one Saturday matinee concert, an old
'prep' school pal of mine named Steams, sitting:
in the audience, caught my eye, spoke to his fam-
ily, and then came up behind the stage to ask
Parker and me to dine with him on Sunday. To
escape th» uncertainty of a Kentucky hotel, and to
sp^ an estate i vaguely remembered from photo-
graphs as being something worth while, we ac-
cepted and In due time sat in splendor in a carved
oak dining room.

"There existed a tradition on our college hill
that th» clubs could go nowhere in winter without
receiving this stock remark: 'You should visit
Blankville In summer; it Is very pretty when every-
thing Is, gr-en." .

"That noon, Steams, senior, of the old school.
smile-defying and contained, said: 'You should
ccn-e here In summer, when everything is prw.."

"We did not argue the point, but agreeably
apquiesc, d, though Steams, Junior, pre-lnformed.
lauched Immoderately.

"Then Mrs. Steam*, at the extreme end of th«
tab>. tome moments later, absolutely without
nmli'-'e in law or fact, reiterated with Ft.-rling
Southern grace: 'You should be in blankville
when there is no snow and all the leaves are
green.'

"Steams. Junior, behaved like a brute, roared, and
only at the last moment reconsidered his J( mand
to be excused from dessert.

"Hissister, sitting opposite me, demure, deferential
and deaf, having remained satisfied with no Inter-
ference with the animated conversation, just then
awoke. She had no glimmering of what had gone
before, consequently no ulty on us. Believe me,
she repeated word for word that infernal exhorta-
tion to visit the confounded town ot some time
other thnn winter, when summer brought, green
leaves anil such thing*.

"Steams howled unrestrainedly; my particular
flunky, keenly sympathetic, dropped a lemon
sherbet in my lap. the dogs In the adjoining bill-
iard room took up the hubbub, and five acute
minutes passed t.ei\.r<- -. illill a, explanations and dry
eyes settled down over the table of that Kentucky
efctMd!«hmT.t.

"Night after night such absurd thin*;* happened.
Now, I, being a < 'allfornian, would talk of the
prune industry at home, how Ihad dried millions
of them, how Ihnted them, only to be confronted
a second later with a prune pie and the drooping
eyelids of a self-condemning young hostess; now
Parker would be asked to buy grace over a morn-

"By Christmas, by dint of uncommon persistence,
we had well in hand rolltcaing selections, sufficient
for programme numbers and encores. Still, ours
being a green club, we often practised while travel-
ling. Down South, leaving Norfolk for Lynchburg,
Va., again we encountered seminary girls. Park.-r.
prompted by the knightly bpint of Sir Galaha.l.
bribed the country conductor to introduce us to the
chaperon. Tlicn followed perhaps the best re-
hearsals of that trip, for the girls, returning to
school, four hundred miles away, some thirty or
them, were glad enough to criticise not adversejy,

and to strengthen us with voices and their own
tinklingmandolins and guitars.

"I'arker and I. long used to such amenities, had
in y,ears past assembled various and sundry al-
leged bon mots, subject to release in Just such
gatherings. Before dessert we had so skllfuly
dovetailed our dispensations that the table was in
a state bordering on demoralization.

"Swiftly on the heels of a carefully reserved
quip of mine a clatter of something hard sounded
across the hardwood floor.

'•Innocently Iasked Parker if he had dropped
his pocketknife. No reply followed, for he nad
looked below, and was then engaged in a some-
what disappointing effort to swallow a second
napkin. The daughter, on the scene quieting
somewhat, left her seat and picked up from the
floor, not a pocket knife, but her mother's false
teeth.

"InWestern Massachusetts, where, by the way,I
was assigned the pleasure of keeping a Thanksgiv-
ing turkey in the platter, and, at the same time,
carving for and serving to v hall full of seminary
giiis. we gave a good concert, worthy of our Alma
Muter.

"Following our virgin success, we took our In-
struments and the best voice 3of the glee club,

went among the gravelled walks about the dormi-
tories where the young- women were sleeping, and
upset their dreams by further roundelays.

"Under the November moon. In the silence of the
autumn night,our voices sounded forth In harmony.
The young women flocked to their windows and
flung appreciative souvenirs to the troubadours,

but the distress of the thing was that Parker never
afterward could book a date for that particular
girls' school.

"Strikingly emphasized as an Incident of this our
first trip with full clubs was a tea at Ix>well be-
fore a concert there, with Parker and myself as
principals. Ha was curly haired, fair and good to
look upon; being; manager, he was allotted the best
bed in town and all the concomitants that such

\u25a0rent implies. Ishared in the Spoils solely,
by virtue of a four years' friendship.

"The mother at liOwell sat sirene enough over
her array of Wtdgewood; the daughter and a girl

, called in to assist, separated us from, the
mother.

"I found that two hours of rehearsing every

afternoon. when most of lhe college was loafing

under the yellowingelms, Interfered In nowise with
my studies, and so. for the honor of my fraternity

and for my own reputation, which had to be made,

Iworked very hard with the fellows.
'"Thanksgiving recess found, us on a train bound

for a email town, where Parker, manager of the
three clubs— glee, banjo and mandolin, some forty

men— lived The nig^t was sticky and stormy.

We went out after the glee club's opening, and had

a bright twostep well under way when the weather
got Into our Instruments. My high E and first
string snapped. Ihad hardly caught the fellows
with my reserve Instrument when the guts snapped

from the first to the second banjos and then be-
hind to the guitars.

"About three bars from the coda a big bit of
wind lifted the tin roof off the theatre and carried
it (the tin roofing) beyond the city limits; the gas

in the hall w>nt out. the people did likewise, seem-
ingly satisfied with our manager's maiden speech.
but yet believing In their hearts that our club was
not up to the standard of the previous year.

'So Ithought myself. Passengers on the outgo-
Ing train the next day, commuters Into Boston, read
little of the morning news, so novel our rehearsal
on the train seemed to them.

Rem'nlscenoes on the part of the director of a
university banjo club will be especially Interesting

to the half a thousand preparatory school gradu-
ates, who have Industriously trained for a place In

the front row of the numerous musical organiza-

tions of Eastern college*, which must be filled
every fall; and some of the experiences of such an
officer Inundergraduate life may be entertaining to
the general reader, who at one time or another has

allowed his senses to be tickled by the Jestful tone

of this unique American Instrument, exemplifying,

aa It does, the Innocent gayety of the life of the
college student.

Over the linen and silver of an uptown club last
night a young man. for two years leader of his

"varsity banjo club, and member of the mandolin
club, held forth as follows:

"At 'prep' school In New-England Iorganised a
banjo club. Ihad an car fur the thing, and that

saved my taking lessons. When Igot my diploma

from the school In 1595. Iwent Into the Maine
woods to fish. At Portland, while waiting for
a Bangor chair car. Inoticed Phillips, the old

leader of the B Club, and, waiving all native

reserve. IIntroduced myself. Before we parted

at Bangor I was warmly Invited to try for the

club the next fall.
"As luck v>ould have, most of the star players

left college the June before, and so after prelim-

inary trials Isurvived the weeding out process, and

was made first banjorine. Towlo, temporary
leader, succumbing to constitutional Indisposition

to hard practice, changed places with me, and by
November, two months after matriculation, Ihad
with Phlllips's assistance got Into form a pretty

fair club of freshmen.

PART OB* A. SHEPHERDESS CM* HER WAS

seen It burn In an open fireplace gives It the palm
for wood fuel. It C«n be sawed Into all aorta oflumber, and Is us»>d for furniture street paving
\u25a0ntPf. brides and fences Then are many use*ror the oil and Its bl-products art- Increasing .-very
J*lL,Str<

'" California it is a bom em f.-r most
ThT^iiU8 : whooptag coach to consumption.rhe children make candy from us honey and *itr-

hold that i. has a btnyflrtsj .fr..,. t on climatic con-Oni «• hu,1 "tO th.ttt lhe (^lifor.,lan sayeth not.
cZt ŷg^rX^iQRc^:^lt that acytrhin «

the figures was nicely adjusted to Its mat* before
leaving the sculptor's hands. It will take a long time
to get them all properly Into the elongated trian-
gular >*V)ui« allotted them, turmouniing the facade
of the uew building.

To facilitate tho work a temporary platform hasbeen erected several feet abov« the street To thisthe block* are hoisted from the drays as fast a*they arrive. Them they are looked over and theparta Place* la reatila«*a so that they, may b«


