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QUAINT, ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL QUARTERS OF THE HABITABLE GLOBE

A FIVE YEAR OLD EUCALYPTUS TREE.

STARTLING FIGURES.
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AN ALUM MOUNTAIN.

German papers report that an “alum mountain”
exists in China, which ie not on noted as a nat-
phenomenon, but is also a source of wealth
for the people of its vicinity, as they annually
take many tons of alum from it. The mgunmlh
is said to have a circumfer2ace at the base of not
legs than ten miles, and is ne 1,900 feet high
The alum is quarried in immense blocks, is then
heated In large ovens, and afterward dissolved in
From this liquid the alum crystal
about half a foot in thickn .
cut up in blocks of ten pounds each.
e use it mainly for purifying water.—
sular Reports.
i

WOES OF A FATHER.

From The Chicago Post.
“Papa, what does gallant mean?"
“Oh, It means courtly. Why do you ask?”’
“Because it speaks here of a gallant ship.”
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OOM}’ARATI\'E DIAGRAM SHOWING THE TOTAL ANNUAL AMOUNT OF RAW AND FIN-
ISHED MATERIAL O¥ THE IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES.

~{Sclentific American.

TWO YEARS WITH A

COLLEGE MUSICAL CLUB.

EXPERIENCES GRAVE AND GAY OF DIRECTOR OF
A BANJO ORGANIZATION:

Rem'niscences on the part of the director of a
university banjo club will be especlally interesting
to the half a thousand preparatory school gradu-
ates, who have industriously trained for a place In
the front row of the numerous musical organiza-
tions of Eastern colleges, which must be filled
every fall; and some of the experiences of such an
officer in undergraduate life may be entertaining to
the general reader, who at one time or another has
allowed his senses to be tickled by the jestful tone
of this unique American instrument, exemplifying,
as it does, the Innocent gayety of the life of the
college student.

Over the linen and silver of an uptown club last
night a young man, for two years leader of his
‘varsity banjo club, and member of the mandolin
club, held forth as follows:

“At ‘prep’ school in New-England I organized a
banjo club. I had an ear for the thing, and that
saved my taking lessons. When I got my diploma
from the school in 1895, T went into the Maine
woods to fish. At Portland, while walting for
a Bangor chalr car, I noticed Phillips, the old
leader of the B— Club, and, waiving all native
reserve, 1 introduced myself. Before we parted
at Bangor I was warmly invited to try for the
club the next fall.

“As luck would have, most of the star players
left college the June before, and so after prelim-
Inary trials I survived the weeding out process, and
was made flrst banjorine. Towle, temporary
leader, succumbing to constitutional indisposition
to hard practice, changed places with me, and by
November, two months after matriculation, I had
with Phillips’s assistance got into form a pretty
fair club of freshmen.

“I found that two hours of rehoarsln_g every
afternoon, when most of the college was loafing
under the yellowing elms, Interfered in nowise with
my studifes, and so, for the honor of my fraternity
and for my own reputation, which had to be made,
I worked very hard with the fellows. :

“Thanksgiving recess found us on a train bound
for a small town, where Parker, manager of the
three clubs—glee, banjo and mandolin, some forty
men—lived The -nigh-t was sticky and stormy.
We went out after the glee club's opening, and had
a bright twostep well under way when the weather
got into our instruments. My high E and first
string snapped. I had hardly caught the fellows
with my reserve instrument when the guts snapped
from the first to the second banjos and then be-
hind to the gultars.

“About three bars from the coda a big bit of
wind lifted the tin roof off the theatre and carried
it (the tin roofing) beyvond the city limits; the gas
in the hall went out, the people did likewise, seem-
ingly satisfled with our manager's malden speech,
but yet belleving in their hearts that our club was
not up to the standard of the previous year.

‘So I thought myself, Passengers on the outgo-
ing train the next day, commuters into Boston, read
little of the morning news, so novel our rehearsal
on the train seemed to them.

“In Western Massachusetts, where, by the way, I
was assigned the pleasure of keeping a Thanksglv-
ing turkey in the piatter, and, at the same time,
carving for and serving to a hall full of seminary
giris, we gave a good concert, worthy of our Alma
Mater.

“Following our virgin success, we took our in-
struments and the best voices of the glee club,
went among the gravelled walks about the dormli-
tories where the young women were sleeping, and
upset their dreams by further roundelays.

“Under the November moon, in the silence of the
autumn night, our voices sounded forth in harmony.
The young women flocked to their windows and
flung appreciative souvenirs to the troubadours,
but the distress of the thing was that Parker never
afterward could book a date for that particular
girls’ school.

“Strikingly emphasized as an incident of this our

first trip with full clubs was a tea at Lowell be-
fore a concert there, with Parker and myself as
{ principals. He was curly haired, fair and good to

look
bed

upon; being manager, he was allotted the best
in town and all the concomitants that such
assignment implies. 1 shared in the spolls solely
by virtue of a four years' friendship.

“The mother at Lowell sat serene enough over

r array of Wedgewood; the daughter and a girl
f 1, cailed in to assist, separated us from the
mother.

“Parker and I, long used to such amenities, had

in years past assembled various and sundry al-
leged bon mots, subject to release in just such
gatherings. Before dessert we had so skilfuly

dovetailed our dispensations that the table was in
a state bordering on demoralization.

“Swiftly on the of a carefully reserved
quip of mine a clatter of something hard sounded
across the hardwood floor.

“Innocently I asked Parker if he had dropped
his pocketknife. No reply followed, for he had
looked below, and was then engaged in a some-
what disappointing effort to swallow a second
napkin. The daughter, on the scene quieting
somewhat, left her seat and picked up from the
floor, not a pocket knife, but her mother’'s false
teeth.

“By Christmas, by dint of uncommon persistence,
we had well in hand rollicking selections, sufficient
for programme numbers and encores. Still, ours
being & green club, we often practised while travel-
ling. Down South, leaving Norfolk for Lynchburg,
Va., again we encountered seminary girls. Parker,
prompted by the knightly spirit of Sir Galahad,
pribed the country conductor to introduce us to the

heels

chaperon. Then followed perhaps the best re-
hearsals of that trip, for the girls, returning to
school, four hundred miles away, some thirty ot

them, were glad enough to criticise not adversesy,
and to strengthen us with volces and their own
tinkling mandolins and guitars.

“1t used to be sport to sit before a kindly dis-
posed audience, to nod to friends made at im-
promptu meetings the afternoon before, and to
hear the fellows swing into a spirited air, with a
spirit of gusio found only among college men; to
hear the tap of feet to our twostep, and to take
the measure of our hearers’' appreciation by their
smiles. But, arter all, the rea] lasting fun of the
thing was when were entertained before §
o'clock after the concerts at private homes,

““At Beverly, for instance, Clary, centre in the
tfootball team, shock haired, 220 pounds,
the back country of the Penobscot, was
for the third time if he would have more
He refused to decline. Neither
relinquish s apparent hold on the
ffections negativing a fourth and
to the same dish.
himself in Immediate jeopardy
ting his ‘Please. Don’'t mind if I do,’
You can talk, madame, about your escalloped
But for me there's notkin' can touch
Boston baked beans.’
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thing is green.’

‘“I'hat noon, Stearns,

tradition on our

college hill
here in winter without
remark: ‘You should visit
it Is very pretty when every-

eenior, of the old school,
said: ‘Y

smile-defying and contained, ou should
coma here in summer, when everyvthing is green.'
“We did not argue the point, but agreeably

though Stearns,
1ehed immoderately
“Then Mrs. Stearr
table, some mMOMENtSs
malice in law or fact,
Southern grace: ‘You
when there is no snow
green.'

“‘Stearns, junior, behaved like a brute, roared, and
only at the last moment reconsidered his Jdemand
to be excused from dessert

“His sister, sitting opposite me, demure, deferential
and deaf, having remained satisfied with no Inter-
ference with the animated conversation, just then
gwocke, She had no glimmering of what had gone
before. consequently no pity on us. Belleve me,
she repeated word for word that infernal exhorta-
tion to visit the confounded town st some time
other than winter, when summer brought green
leaves and such things.

“Stearns howled unrestrainedly: my
flunky, keenly sympathetic, dropped a lemon
sherbet in my lap, the dogs In the adjoining bill-
fard room took up the hubbub, and five acute
minutes passed before calmn, explanations and dry
eyves settled down over the table of that Kentucky
establishment

“Night after night such absurd things happened.
Now, I, being a Californian, would talk of the
prune industry at home, how I had dried millions
of them, how I hated them, only to be confronted
& second later with a prune ple and the drooping
eyelids of a self-condemning young hostess; now
Parker would be asked to say grace over a morn-

sced, junior,

pre-informed,
s extreme end of the
absolutely without
5 rated with sterling
should be in Wlankville
and all the leaves are

particular

a frozen little New-Hampshire winter
town, when his muddled brain and clattering teeth
made necessary my coming to the rescue of his
starved imagination by imitating his voice to the
deceit of our friends.

“All too frequently In the greater cities came hops
of all descriptions. After two and three years of
service In the cause of advertising one's college
and playing the gallant, spirit and memory ré-
belled. A fine of % for non-attendance revivified
the staling spirit, but the memory still lagged.

“Fancy the band crashing, your linen beginning to
wilt and your eyes half closing from lack of slum-
ber, being presented to an incomparable bit of
womanhood, you bowing low, all the time abso-
lutely ignorant of her identity, and she saying:
‘I had such a nice dance with you last year. You
recall Miss and Miss ——. Well, they are
nurt because you didn't remember them. Are all
college men so rude? etc., etc.

“Of course, all expenses were paid out of the re-
ceipts of concert Still, the fellows would start out
for a two wee lark with money enough to meet

ing meal In

emergencies, and they were many. As, for ex-
ample, 1 lost my suit case in a Pennsylvania
change-cars town, together with all goods and

chattels appertaining thereto, By sitting sidewise
in the rear row of my club, I relieved the audience
of the impression that I wore a bright blue striped
shirt front. My credit with the other men by that
time was so deficient that T was unable to provide
myself with a superior sartorial equipment. I have
often wondered if that Washington girl who, with
her impeccably dressed escort, came on the stage
later to say friendly things to me remembers that
striped shirt front,

“It was at Washington that very trip when a sub-
stitute manager, a mera tyro at such business, re-
ported no cash in our treasury. It was a dreadful
night when we stationed guards along the hotel
corridors, called every man to place his last penny
on the bed and we found we had eight cents to
spare over our hotel bills and tickets home, with
said limited sum as sole assets, as against two
meals for forty men as liabilities.

“People outside of the college wonder when such

Youngsters study, and if they iy at all. Truth
is, they are 1 strictly up to their marks by
stringent facul rules. 1 know of no chap's having

had to 3!:1}'c college or even falling dangerously
delinquent in his courses because of hls association
with the merry men of B—, My

\*isfnnxs :»f Hunt _grinding out the ‘Psychology of
Religion’ perched on a seat rail with a double
quartet of whist golng on under his nose: of

Wheatley reading Alfred de Musset, and Living-
stone wrapped up in Goethe, both balancing them-
selves on trunks in the bad light of a baggage car
Lg;\]':ll;nc fﬁrt.\'-jh\;w miles an hour, with belated
ades around them hustling int =

tlr'ne for the third station he'v'oLndm LRI

Somehow the fellows got their lessons and ranked
high in their classes. at that. Though they met
hundreds of peonle during the college year, were
gubjected to ordeals which tried their originality
and adaptability to the utmost, all the boys, with
h'ard]_v an exception, learned to play when it was
:llx\_y;r(]‘vto play and to study when It was time to

“Two years of a college musical club. v
sufficient. With the dawning of the'J‘\’xtryxz.}-'e:;;xs'
arrive new studles, quite different from anything
had in preparatory schools. Ttren it is time for the
mellowing process to come on, time to becoma

{;;lll_ll:v"._'}ll;nmed. and to prepare to revolutionize the

THE EUCALYPTUS TREE.

Its Ready Growth Makes It Valu-
able—Used for Many Purposes.

Santa Barbara, Cal., Dee. 26 (Special).—Nowhere
in this country, perhaps, have experiments with the
growth of eucalyptus trees heen carried to such ar
extent as in the little valleys along this stretch of
the Pacific Coast. The eucalyptus, be it known is
the tree which some scientists say is drs:lne-l. to
save the world from a famine of wood. Those who
are famillar w the tree's growing records in this
vicinity are confident in its ability to perform that
feat If it should ever be called upon to do so,
which is not probable

Ellwood Cooper, who
miles north of Santa ¥

owns a big ranch a few
bara, was one of the pio-
neers in this experime ns. His first plantations
were set out twenty-flve years ago.

groves have been cut down three or
and are again high in the air.

Some of the
four times

Trees which have

been to grow for the entire quarter
century are as largze as oaks whose rings show

than three hundred vears old.
eucalyptus grows twelve times
and, in fact, there is hardly a
tree that it does not put to shame in this respect.
Five years a resident of one of the small
coast settlements south of here, Carpenteria, plant-
ed a row of eucalyptus :
of his resldence
ished cutting it down
of four-foot fire
more than
had grown t

them to be mor
In other wor

as fast as the

ax,
go

s a sort of fence along one
ty. Last week he fin-

cured twenty-two cords
om th single row, not
1 length. Several of the trees
t of seventy-five feet in five

side

s

years and al well above fifty feet.

“You see these eucalypts grow,”
sald a rancher who is familiar with them. *“There
is only one thing I know that can beat them."

that?' was asked

“Mushrooms!” he exclaimed. *“We have to give
way to them, but the margin is narrow enough.
You cut off a eucalyptus and in three or four days

)

it will be sprouting away for dear life. Some-
thing seems to just draw them up out of the

make the finest kind of piles, even better
han Oregon pine, to the minds of some experts,
than $10000 worth of piles have been sold
the Cooper grove within ten years, and no

goe
o
®

one would hardly know that the grove had been
touched
According to

ment the euca

reports to the agricultural! depart-
lyptus is w being planted in
largely than any other tree.
the great prairie States are setting out
of them under the easier name of
“blue gums.” The eucalyptus seems
to care no more about the name than about the
soi! in which it is planted.

Its uses are by no means limited to the produe-
tion of cord wood and piling. It protects the crange
and lemon groves along the coast from the ocean
winds which would bruise the fruit, and has
proved an excellent windbreak. In a wood lot the
trees can be cut every six or seven years, the
average vield being from sixty to seventy-five

head 1s full of |

this |
The |

cords of wood to the acre, and any one who .as |

SISTINE CONVENT, SAN JUAN, PORTO RICQ.

Just abandoned, after occupancy ever since 1844

NUNS CHANGE CONVENTS.

Abandon Ancient Structure in San
Juan for Better Quarters.

San Juan, P. R., Dec. 16 (Special).—For the first
time in 258 years the feet of the wordly tread the
floors of the ancient Carmelite convent in San Juan,
and the nuns who were sheltered in the old struect-
ure have gone forever from the capital of Porte
Rico and the shadow of the cathedral. A few nights
ago fifteen of them were transported by steamer
and overland to San German, where better quar-
ters have been provided for them. Some of the
nuns are very old and feeble, and some are young
girls who have recently entered the convent. Many
of them entered the convent when they were young
girls and are now oid women.

No one else ever enters their apartments. When
sna of their number dies, the nuns themselves bury
their dead, with their own peculiar ceremonies,
doing all the work incident to the burial, the ceme-
tery being in the immediate premises of the con-
vent.

During the time of the bombardment of the city
by Admiral Sampson the nuns were removed from
the little convent building for a few days and
were taken care of in Rio Pledras, but with this
only exception, it is said, the nuns of this convent

have never left its seclusion. This is the only order
of this kind on the nd, and these nuns occupy

their new quarters, in San German, possibly not
to be again disturbed in their perpetual devotion

to God for another epoch of centurle y
It was n intended that anyone s 1ld know of
the movem of the r and that it should de
done as se :tly as po after dark, but they
had no sooner left the building than it became
noised about tov causing a stir, for every one
knew of the seclusion of t pious wor-
- 1 racter of the evotion and

1itions were made on the steamer
i be as secluded there as they had
3 ; were in charge of two
» San German church and
Juan.

time ago to be
they occupied
T pairs greatly.

The scene at the pier was one seldom witnessed.
When the carriages contalning the nums arrived a
crowd fought to see the veiled women. Many rela-
tives were there, and some of the sisters wept bit-
terly, while others said they were perfectly happy.
| Sobs and cries, aver, predominated. and the
gathering was a =ad or The steamer sailed at 2
o'clock in the morning
The nuns of this order are perhaps tne most plous

and sacrificing of any of the Catholle Church.
are we *d to God alone, and when they
the convent they leave all earthly things be-

1, never again to look upon the face of a mortal
themseives. They have some communication
the outside world, but do not see those with
whom they communicate. A high screen is ar-
ranged over which they can converse with thelr
friends upon certain occasions, but the door be-
tween is never opened so that they may come In
actual contact with even their parents or closest
relatives.

The only recorded escape from the Sistine con-
vent in San Juan occurred in Sf&nlsh times,
Then a pretty sefiorita crawled out of a window on
the Christo-st. side to join friends of her lover, a
Spanish officer in Cuba. She fell to the sidewalk
| and broke her leg, but was safely carried away,
recovered, and later happily married to her cava-
Mer. She is living in Spain.

| STATUARY FOR NEW STOCK EXCHANGE

but
with

Placing the Figures of a Great Group on
the Front of the Structure.

While a wondering crowd shivers in the cold
| wind which sweeps up Broad-st. a force of work-
men are hoisting into place the different parts of
the great marble figures to ornament the pediment
of the Broad-st. fagade of the Stock Exchange.

It is not an easy task, and though each part of

|

hoisted to the places assigned to them as fast as
they are needed. This arrangement not only serves
to prevent the impeding of trafic In the street be-
low, but makes it impossible for harm to befall
the valuable statuary through the curiosity of
passersby.

The crowd which lnes the opposite side of ths
street practical every hour of the day !s deeply
interested in the .rogress of the work. The novelty
of the undertaking appeals to the lookers-on more
than the artistic side of the work, however.

“Look at the old woman,” sung out one youngster
the other afternon when the bust of a shepherdess
weighing about two tons dangled from tha cables
hauling it to the temporary platform above th
street.

“That fellow looks as if he had lost a nickel™
was the remark of one young man as he pointed
to the gigantic figure of & man whom the sculptor
has placed on his hands and knees.

“Can’t you see he is looking for the subway ™
chimed in another,

“Say, 13 he a bear?™ piped up a youngstsr on the
edge of the crowd. This allusion to the figure's
lack of apparel provoked another la igh, scattered
the throng and made room for another crowd.

Though the postures in which the beautiful g
ures are now dreopped by the workmen give them
a ver}; grotesqua appearance, the workmanship
upon them {s everywhere in evidenc
dozen largest figures ?*:\'1: Z‘efln ngra;n&,anedj 'tg:roltf;::
In the beautiful conception of the commerce of the
g Its tribute at the feet of New-York

ge will be crowned with a master-
tor’'s art.

plece of the sc
Many of the figures weigh seven and eight tons

13

each; others less, ana others still more. The larges
central figures are yet to be recetved. .

NEW SOURCES OF RUBBER.

Roots of a Plant Found om the African
Plains,

A Freach botanist, in the course of his explose-
tions, says “The Scientific American.” a few weeks
ago, In the sandy plains of the French Congo, dis-
covered a plant the bark of which contained a large
quantity of fibrous rubber. At the time scarcely
any attention was paid to the discovery, but owing
to the scarcity of rubber and its high commercial
value, which is in reality so prohibitive as to pre-
vent a very wide employment of the substanca,
attempts are being made In England to turn this
new discovery to commercial use. The plant also
thrives profusely in Northern Nigeria, and it ts
thesa forests which are to be exploited. A sampla
of the plant has been analyzed by the botanical au-
thoritles of Kew Gardens, London. and these Inves-
tigations show that the rubber exists in the roots in
sufficiently large quantities to warrant development.
The name of the plant is Londolpnia thrallonil

is to be found in many places on the west coast of
Africa. One firm which is already engaged In the
manufacture of this rubber is placing it upon tha
market at 75 cents a pound, and it is In every re-
spect equal to the ordinary rubber.

India rubber has becoma such an indispensabdle
material in the arts and sclences that users will ha
glad to learn that a fresh source of supply fs said
to have been found in the white mangrove tree,
which grows plentifully in the swampy lands along
the coast of Central Queensland. The sap !s ob-
tained by making incis in the bark of the tree
and allowing It to run into tins. Some samples of

T

the rubber thus obtained are sald to have brought
§l a pound in England. An i{dea of the importance
of the rubber trade mav be formed from the state-
ment that the United States and Enzland alone ab-
sorb over fifty million pounds annually.

EVIDENCE.
The Judge—You say your wife Rit you over the Bead
with a plata?

Rastus—Yes, sah
The Judgse-“—Bm your head doesn’t show it
Rastus—But you done oughter see dat plata

PLACING STATUARY

ON THE NEW

STOCE EXCHANGE BUILDING IN BROAD-ST.

seen it burn in an open fireplace

) for wood fuel. gives it the paie

It can be sawed Into all sorts of
lumber, and is used for furniture, street paving,
shipe, bridges and fences. There are many uses

{ for the oil and its bi-products are increasing every
year. Here in California it is a home cure for most
eéverything from whooping cough to consumption
The children make can y from its honey and xur;
lands from its beautifi blossoms. Some sclentists
hold that it has a beneficial effect on climatio con-
ditlons, but as to that the Californian sayeth not,
One cannot get a native son to admit that anythi
could really tmprove this climate. e

the figures was nicely adjusted to its mate bafore

leaving the sculptor’s hands, it will take a long time

E to get them all properly into the elongated trian-
gular space allotted them, surmounting the facade
of the new buliding. ;

been erected several feet above the street. To this
the blocks are holsted from the drays as fast as
they arrive. There they are looked over and the
parts placed In readiness so that they may

To facilitate the work a temporary platform has




