
Mrs Ogden Mills and the Misses Mills hare re.
turned to town from Staatsburg and ar«» at their*
house, in East Sixty-ninth-st.. for the season.

Mrs. Astor has Issued invitations for a dtnner sr
her iMSSsSj hi Fifth-aye., on January a. and wtll
afterward take her Kue.its to the musical whici
her daughter. Mrs. M. Orme Wilson, is grvtna; on
that evening at her new house.

Scheduled for to-day are the dance given by Mr".
Robert Oiyphant at her house In East Flfty-s»».--
ond-st.. for her daughter. Miss Sophie Olythar.t:
the dance given at Sherry's by Mrs. Dwight Arv<»n
Jones for her daughter. Miss Mabel Jones; Mrs.
Arthur H. Masten's dan^e in the annex of th«»
Metropolitan Club for her daughter. Miss Elizabeth
Masten. the second of the Fortnightly Dances at
the Waldorf-Astoria, the second of the Century
Cotillons at Delmonico s. Mrs. Stuart Duncans
theatre party for her stater. Miss Marion Stoddarrl.
and another theatre party given by Mrs. Auaruss
Heckscher.

In the morning there was the last of Albert
Morris Baghy's musicals at the Waldbrf- Astoria.
Mais. Sembrlrh sang, and among those present
were Mrs. WllMam Jay. Mrs. C. d. Alexaader
Mrs. Frederic Nellaon. Mrs. James A. Burden. Mrs'
Richard Oambtill. Mrs. Griswold Gray. Mrs. El-
round I* Baylies. Miss Louise Ward McAllister,
Mrs. Charles Chllds a::d Mies Frnllnghuysen. Ik
the afternoon Mrs. J. Hood Wright gave a recep-
tion at her house In Fifth-aye. and Mrs. Francis
Liggett gave a large dinner for young people a:
her house In Madison-aye.

Mr. a.id Mrs. Edwin H. W«taln*rbe* gave aaothsr
dinner dance last night at their house In Madison-
ave. for th»lr daughter. Miss Henrietta Weather-
bee. Among those present were Mis» Florence and
Miss Lilian Carpenter. Miss Rutl» 8. Bacon. Mian
Edith Colford. Miss Kate <i« Forrest Prentice. Mlsn
Anabel Van Xostrand. Mlsa Nathalie Vande'rhoef
Miss Bettie Collamore. Miss Mart* Russell and
Lawrence Atterfyury, Richard Loan*bery. Lamon:
Domlnlck. Charles A. Curtlsa and Joseph E. Bulk-
ley. Mrs. Weatherbee gives a. luncheon the dar
after to-morrow for her younger daughter. isixnMay Weath«rb«e.

Tlld«n. Thomas Sturgls, Charles Townsend. lrar-
anal Baldwin. Charles AucWncios*. Frank Mstso«
and Russell Bars

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.
Mrs, David M. Morrisou's dance last night at

Delmor.ico's for th« "coming out" of her younger
daughter. Miss Liillian Morrison, was the principal

feature of the programme of society for yesterday.

The cotillon was led by Frederick Woodruff, danc-
ing with the debutante, and by Theron Stroog with
her side* sister. Miss Natalie Morrison. The favors
were Empire fans ar.d sachets for the girls and
cigarette boxes and sporting prints for the men.
At the close of tho cotillon supper was served,

after which dancing was resumed. Several dinners
were given Inconnection with the dance, to which

the various hostesses afterward took their
guests. Amor.£ those present were Miss Helen
Olyphant. Miss Ella dc Peyster, Miss Elizabeth
Auchincloss. Miss Dorothy Schieffelin. Miss Violet

Cruder. Miss Nina and Miss Elisabeth DeUfleld.

Miss Adeline Kavemeyar. Miss Elizabeth Auchtn-

closs. Miss Marguerite Ixhsw. Miss E'la de Peyster.

Miss Dorothy Roosevelt, Miss Arietta H. Prentice,

Miss Miriam Blagden. Miss Elizabeth Tuekerman

and Barent I^fterts. Harry Alexandra Raymond

acd Arthur Havemeyer. Schuyler SohlenVlin, Will-

iam O'D. IseOln. George Peabody. William Baylis.

jr.;F. Ashton de Peyster, MarmadukQ and Morris

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.
[KBOJI THE TP.ITT>E KVHr.\r.)

"Washington, Der. a.- At the subscription dance
piven to-night at Rauscher's for the future belles

and beaus of socitty. the chaperor.s were Mrs.
Robert F. Shepard. Mrs. Seaton Schroder. Mrs.
Jlenry Cleveland Perkins. Mrs. Henry W. Fitch.
Mrs. Frank Lee Denny and Mrs. Batsman.

Mrs. Francis E. Leupp will introduce her daugh-

ter to society to-morrow afternoon at the Wash-
ington Club.

Mr and Mrs. Charles G. Bennett and Miss Mary
Wills a*e members of a Christmas week house
party at the home of ex-Senator Faulkner, at Mar-
linsour?. W. Va.

Rear Admiral Melville Is expected to make a
Christmas week visit to Mr. an.l Mrs. George West-
liifjriouse. at Solitude, their home at Ea^t Knd.
Plltsburg.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.

[.FROM THK TRl!»i;>iK BI RSAI7.I
Washington. Pec. 23.-The Peruvian Minister and

Mr? Calderun introdace<l their second daughter.

HIM ROSiU Calderon. to society at a t^a this

afternoon^ The tirat floor was decorated with

Christina* preens and polnsettla blossoms, and the

the drawing room was fragrant with the floral trib-

ute sent to the debutante. Mra. CaMeron present-

ed her daughter, who wore a simply made gown of

\u25a0white Tea was poured by the Countess CeUere,

wife of the Charge d'AfTalres of the Italian Em-

bassy, and the Baroness Dussche. wife of the coun-
sellor of the German Embassy. Miss Adullna Cal-
deron. Miss Archibald. Miss Souther.and. the Mssej

Kinc Miss L- rinsr. Miss Axplroz. Miss iowiibenu

Sd*Ml7s Sowers aided in entertalnin* the guests.
Those present Included practically the «««J« AJSm
matte corps and hundreds of people from omaa!

*The Coten Minister and Seftora Quesada have
With them for the holidays the lait.-r s father Dr.
Miranda, of Havana, and Dr. Que?ada. brother of
the minister. Dr. tiuesa.ia is accompanied by his

two little daughters. . .._«.

Kama Qevers, the minister of the Net* >rlanas
her? has been s°le<-tod to succeed Dr.

'
eatenber?.

formerly minister of the Netherlands at Home, who
lit*'' rf*(*?ntly

Theodore Hanson, first secretary of the Russian
Kmbassy. has r«ceivtd leave of absence and will
start for St. Petersburg soon.

THE CABINET.
[FBOM TH* THISUNS BUBBAC.1

Washington. Dec. ».-Unless Secretary Hays con-

dition Improves within the next few days he will

Kr> t.> Thomasvtlle. Ga., where, tt Is believed, the

mllfl climate, which helped him last winter, will

be effective ngain. Mr. Hay's bronchial trouble is

not yielding to treatment as satisfactorily as his

physicians could wish, and Mr. Loomts. the Acting

Secretary of State, may Relate at the breakfast
to th« Diplomatic Corps on New Tear's Day. at the

home of the Becret:iry and Mrs. Hay.

Mr. Moody, the Secretary of the Navy, will re-

eelTe on New Year's Day with the Secretary of

War and Mrs. Hoot. Miss Dorothy Draper, of

severe cold and did not .tave h;s room to a*y.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[FBOM THB TMBrXB BTRBAD.]

Washtnfton. Dec. 28.-The President and Mrs.

Roosevelt enjoy«d a lon« horseback ride along tlie
country roads this morning. They drove to the
suburbs, where they mounted. The President spent

about an hour In his office In the mornlna" lookim
over Ms mail with Secretary Loeb. His only caller
before koliis out riding was Secretary Moody, who

discussed *ome details of the movement of snips

and marines to lethmian waters.

-Lohengrin." with Temlna In the cast, attracted.
a large and fashionable audience to the opera.
Amoas those present were:
Miss Alice Roosevelt.
Mrs. Alxred Chopin.
Miss Chapin.
K. Frarcis Hyda.
Mrs. Astor.
Mra. Bavliss.
i'ha.ri«» T. Barnay.
Miss Barney.
Ashatel Barney.
Colonel and Mrs. Jay.
P. r. CoU.er.
Mr. and Mrs. James Still-

man.
Mr. apa Mrs. S*Ui Barton

Pr^ncli.
cock

Mr. and Mrs. CV G. Jen-
nine a.

Mr. and Mrs. Jahn H. Par-
sim*.

Mrs. George S. Bowdoln.

Mr.and Mr*.Thomas Hltoh.
Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Sb«p-

herd.
Mr». J. A. Burtaa.
H»nry Sloaaa.
M.s» S!oasa.
Jamas H.r.ry BmirV
Mr*. Goelet.
Mrs. Gam3rill.
illam Elotse Breeaa.
D O. M:II»
Mr. and Mrs. W R. Bacon.
Mra. Payne WMlney.
Ht. and Hr% Cieora* ?.

Baker.
Mr. and Mrs. Gaonaj J.

\u25a0MMI
Mr and Mrs. W. K. Vi;.

aarbilt.
Mr. and Mrs. Josss* •»'

Uuar.

His Bride, Miss Siocum, Becently in "Tha
Runaways" Company Chorus.

Mrs. Wmi» Claire 111!
M!»s lJz-.le McCall

_
Zetda iea"»

Mrs. Oeors« Kutua«er J^hujt Adauon PittMrs. Stjvwna Emma Jan vie •
A I.a«ly Alice Brtttaln
icither Uaiy .....R.aa Huobarl
A Tb.:nJ I-a.iv , Oliv« asszKer
Clartta r.ai:er LuciHa WaaonMiss Molly Grace

_
« Phyllis Rankln.

Mlaa LJn<2a Uyndhur»t Florida P«ir
Mi»s Beta Rarvlll* Rosa Maratrn
A SLaee Child KarlMia Carman
£"Ila Rom Cook
MaM Joe«phlne MackReginald Norton H. Hasaard jiaor-.
Mr. Swecta. -Cd-aard Ab««>«
Elevator Mao Pr'ace M.llsr
Cash Boy derail a. Kellsv
Stevens „ Thomas Burn*
Waters Oiut Mlrehe:forl«y Joim Barrymor<»
BarrUton Thomas Mels;h.i-.

ol* ......PYanJi Browc'tv*
Brooks Beaton Clifford Coastat>'-»
First i^i^ru. Man Ch*r!a» W#>r.f.
iiecond Choru» Man Rob«rt Warwick
Third Chorus Man J. H. Cbolsy
Electrician , WtlUam Pa'm»-
ataso Han4 J'm Wyk^
Doorkeeper

—
« EH Colto*

HAROLD D. STICXITEY WEBS.

FOREIGN".— \u25a0J«j>«n> Privy Council has a>-
oroved an twue of $10,«00.000 for tbe completion

o£ t&ft 6«oul-Fusau line and the payment of
juUittry «*p*«*eti. *=— An AdißtraJty order
wm» issued at Portsmouth roQUiriuff the BrilUh
JCarmJ Reserve to leave addr*»se«, «» that ttilfr-

frr&nts could summon them to service. \u25a0

\u25a0\u25a0•

—
fgjxti majt reporu-d to be negotiating f«r the
ywrstißfiit of- Argentine cruisers now beinjr built
«t G*ooa- =c^ Th* Olympic with Minister
Bemoprt and airs. H*jLU|*ro on board, reached
•Colon Irom C&rta««na: the Olympics reception

"was frienffry.
-

Four thousand men un«4<i'
'buJgWiTH'i lead&rs were reported reu*iy to In-
vade Turkish territory.

—
..' Bela^.l advices

»toib Bmn Domingo said thai the city was prac-
tically aefejiceJesa, and that th« inhabitants
*n»r«» Inrr*«t fear.

— —
r_ The Fnmeh Cliwrnber

•oC Deputies passed m. vote of confidence in M.
C©i»b*A'3Minis after a debate on the Budget.

\u25a0whicb WM* amended and returned to th? Sen- |
at*. -•?\u25a0 •\u25a0-; Tb« gr hjimUon which Dreyfus d«-
pmitf oi» Tindication and restoration to the |
tLi^ejy were njade i>ublic,

— -
The nines* of t

Kttyj Christian v? Denmark at Uminden was
ofliciallyBUUe£ to be slight.

DOMESTIC—Simon Wolf, r*pr«**iiting the
Tn/te^J Jewish Societies of this country. will
mate* an primal to President Roosevelt tv-day In
l<«half of tie J«wa In Rusela^ where another
iftnFNb.er« is Mid to be threatened. -

\u25a0. Diplo-
matic relation!" betw*>«n th« United Etate* and
OOlpnjMa are likely ta ho severed within a few
dajrs by tbe departure of General Reyes and Dr.

Htrran. the Colombian representatives, from
Wa*hui£U>a. i. .-.. The auxiliary cruiser Dixie
t«ii*«d for Colon from Philadelphia, carrying

six hundred marines and supplies for one thou-
sand, men for five months: the crui««tr 'York
«=Ailt4 fox Panama from San Francisco.

ClTY. Stocks were strong and active. ...
The six year old son of Dr. Charles C Hen-
drtck was kidnapped after the refusal oj ht»
mother to send him to the home of Dr. Hen-
drick'n mother, tn Hoboken.

—
"—"
—

Twining and
Oonntll. former officer^ of the Monmouth Trust
Company, of New-Jersey, were found guilty of
falsifying their accounts. ; Friends of C.
F. Murphy declared that Patrick Ke*hcn
would not tje. Street Cleaning Commissioner.
ii Alderman McCall was selected as the
Tammany leader of the Board of Aldermen
«Od AKlfcrmaa «Jt»odman was re-etected by the
Republican*. . -—

-\u25a0- Stouator l'l»U continued his
perHs of conferences with leaders from various
part* CiX the State.

= Friends of G. W.
Garth refused to state the nature of the per-
sonal trouble to which they ascribed his suicide.

TfTE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day: In-
«reaatng eioudlness ."Mlwarmer; rain or snow at
sxlrnt. Tb« terop«*ra-iur« yesterday: Highest, 25
*«#rrees, lowest. 17.

All these questions are brushed aside, how-
ever, by Panama's offer to assume a share of
the debt proportioned to her share of the whole
Colombian population, to wit, about $1,000,0f>0.
Inso dolns Panama may be acting penerously
<*r merely Justly, we need not di&cuaa which.
Wibat seems oertain Is that 't is acting wisely,
la riew of what Itis to receiTe on account of
the ccnal, Panama can easily afford to pay so

'•mall a sea as 51.000,000. and In doing so It
\u25a0will commend itself to th« world and willplace

TtKlf teanelaHy above the reproach of either< 'olombia or the world. Its doing so is,of course,
conditional. Panama will not assume the in-

Obtedaws urtfl Colombia recognise its ind.e-
iwsidwwtt. That is a reasonable stipulation, and
toe making of Itwill probably expedite its ful-
filment; for practically all the world except
Colombia baa cow rvscoguired Panama's ind"-
r^cdrnce. and that lnd«'i»cndence Is on estab-
tinted faci ci!.l Iisure so to remain. The ques-

VAyAMA, A\D COLOMBIA'S DEBT.
Mr.Bimau-Varilla makes the Maaewtiaj; auU,

tin the whole, gratifying announcement tliat
Panama win voluntarily assume its proportion
Pf C^Qigrjia's foreign debt Thte Is somewhat
Csexpecie<L. SlJU's the impression was recently
frl«*f»iliitr«aauut would refuse to itsenme any
portion of that debt, and tbere were thr** wiio
t»uppnt«d tUt United Slates would approve and
wxwtain snrh refusal. The case of. Cuba was

•recalled, io which, despite the strenuous efforts
of Spain. tlie American peace comxni&sioutirs
-steadfastly refused to let the island be burdened
*wilb «o<v part of tike Luge debt \vhi<-h Spain
4»oosbt to saddle u|m)o It. But tho two cases
«re not exactly alike. The debt- wbicu Spain
TOUitad Cuba To sssnm« van contracted not for
«'ubsa lienfJLt. bnt tersely for its subjection to
KpAvisa role, and for other p-irpoi**of Spain

•in other parts of the world, and Cuban repudla-
iioa o£ resj>oo*ibilitv was therefore logical and
l^UfU Vuhm.iiul. hywevrx. ha* hitherto sustained
« m«re Intimate relation with Colombia than
<'üba did with Spain, and the Indebtedness
"wJsi£b it i*v.'iw to assume is not a separate
debt, ppeu,all.v created and specially charged
\u25a0caimt I'aiiiiuia, but ware],)- a part of the com-
own defct of Colombia, for which Panama was
indisputably responsible as long as Itremained

•a member of the Colombian union.
Had Panama decided U> resist responsibility

for say part of the Colombian debt it might
hare made a strong can... Much mlfht Lave

'been said upon both rides. Questions of Inter-
rational law would l\nr« been Involved con-
.crates U;e responsibility of a soeedlnj State
for the financial obligations <>f Uie patent State,
\u25a0with various arguments and precedents pro

.r.nd contra. Questions of fact would have been
grained concerning tbe actual benefit received
\u25a0tqr Panama Is return for the indebtedness in-
\u25a0rum-d, on which testimony would have been
-]tfefu*e and contradictory. There would also
have been the question of equity— whether,
•part from law and fact, Panama oujjht not to
ns?ume some of Colombia's debt, freeing that It
wac securing so !ur?« a share of Colombia's

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0tK

From Germany comes news of a locomotive
worked by Rteam, and yet Independent of fire of
Its own. The engine has just been completed at
the Hohenzollern works at Dusseldorf, ar.d is one
of a type designed for "hunting in explosive fac-
tories. Instead of carrying fire In Its own boiler. It
Is filled with steam from stationary boilers, and
when bo charged Is capable of several hours* work.
The first warming up occupies half an hour, and
subsequent recharging- can be dyne 1b a quarter

of an hour. Thp apparatus Is. so simple that an un-
BjdUsd workman is abla to look after it. The ab-
sence of tiro in a place where dynamite or (run-
powder Is being bandied is the reason for the In-
vention of tills type of engine.

Won't you let mo give you just one kiss be-
fore Igo?

She
—

Will just one satisfy you?
He—Yes, darling.
She

—
Then Iwon't give !t to you.— (The Standard.

'Ex-Provost Clark, of Paisley. England, has been
relating the origin of cotton sewing thread, which
was llrst used In that town in the weaving of
"twiddles" a* a substitute for silk, which was
stopped by Napoleon In ISO3, when ha seized Ham-
burg. Mr. Clark's* grandfather anil his brother
then bethought them of cotton, which worked *o
smoothly that Mr. Clark's father, then a youth,
took to r«cornmun<lnig It to women instead of linen,
then mostly u*«d. Originally it was soil in hanks
or bki'lus. These the women had to wind into little
balls, us they do a cut ef wool nt the present day.
Wishing to convenience them, young Clark on sell-
in? a nk«in of thread would sit down at a pirn
wheel and wind the thread on a bobbin, for which
be charged a halfpenny. This halfpenny was re-
funded when the empty bobbin was returned,
Such was the beginning of cotton thread.

THE passing; of the cai.u
In days gone by. those happy days

whin all the world was slow3Jy lH'iy oft. to whiUj tbo time,
A-visltlng would go.

Her dainty buckled shoos were donned.
And laced her gown so gay,

With rt-ticitle of faaoy work
Slit' went to. 3yeiiu the day.

Th'n fastf-r must hrwe rolled the sphere
Tlif<i«yn were o.'«r so soon'

For bosom friend there could be found
Cut one brief ufiernoon.

The hours then Increased their pace.
Full swift by (Julius driven.

And to her frter.rl. though still beloved,
Hut minutes could be given.

As yearn sped on. and fleeting time
Was filled with social car*.

Sh*> for a confidential chat
A single hour could spar*.

Tillnow, 'mid^t whirl of c'.ubs and teas.
When leisure Is unknown.

She takes thf> worn receiver down
And calls hor up by 'phone

-(Puck.

Amf-iica is not the only part o; the world which
Is making contributions to the English language.
"Barrack" is an Australian vert., and Professor
Morris, in bja Austril-EnsUsh dictionary, defines
It as "to Jeer at opponents, to interrupt nois-
ily., to make a disturbance. According to
Professor ll«r:ls. who occupied the chair of
modern languages In the University of Mel-
bourne for many rears, the word was evolved
about the year l&> from the boisterous behavior
of Australian football crowds. Since then It has
spread In all directions, and has even had the dis-
tinction of being ruled an unparliamentary expres-
sion by the Victorian Speaker. There are two
theories as to the origin of the word. The one
that Professor Morris considers the more probable
is that it la an Anglicized form of the. aboriginal
word "borak," which meant banter, chaff, fun at
another's expense, nut the belief that "barrack"
la merely an etongmion of bark, Just as that other
Australian word "larrikin" cam* from lark. also
finds acceptance.

Problem In Engineering.— A Scotchman who had
been employed marly all bis life in the building ofmilways in tbe Highland* of Scotland want to the
United States In his later years, and settled m a
M«r section on the plain* of the Far West Soonuuer hta arrival a project came up In his new
home for the construction of a railway through
the district, and the Scotchman was applied to astt man of experience in such maturs
K^iooti..mon/ «MS }><\u25a0 *0 the \u25a0Po*e«aan of thescheme, "ye canna bu!!d a railway across the eoun-

"Why not, Mr.Ferguson?"
"Why not?" ho repeated, with an air of atfm^mally settling the whole matte" "Why no*" Dmye no see the country's as flat as a floor and ye

th
IrSu.na? Ô^a^

<
MoT«1;Unrs.Ver to run SB tunlwl"

"But Why do you havo your hero marry m the
first chapter?" they asked. "Hecaus*," replied the
author, "it has always seemed absurd to mo t8 end
a novel just where a man's troubles really besln.
That's where you should begin the story."—(.Chi-
cago Post.

One of the strangest railroad accidents on record
la reported from Hammond, Ind. A hotelkeeper,
Charles Siablbuhm, was driving home ona night
last week, and, coming to a railroad track, tried
to drive his horses across ahead i>f the fa?t freight.
The engineer did not even know that he had hit
anything, but kept up the speed of his engine

until he pulled into a station fifteen miles beyond

the scepe. Then ho got down to oil his engine
and was slightly startled to sco Stahlbohm slttlns
on th« cowcatcher, a whip in one hand and the
ends of some reins in tha other. He shook him a
few times, and v.-hen the hotelkeeptr came to he
asked where his hat and horses were. He did not

know that the train had made them into soap
stock.

THE TALK OF TnE DAY.

Ex-Mayor Van Wyck is reported In "The
New-York Herald" as denouncing Mayor Low's
administration with exceptional vehemence.
What the people of New-York think of Van
Wyck was shown by his defeat for a Supreme

Court Judgeship after his term in the City Hall.

Greater confidence willbe inspired in the safe-
ty of officers and crew, when submerged in a
submarine boat, by the knowledge that the tor-
pedo tube can be employed as an avenue of es-
cape than would be felt otherwise. A3 the bar-
rel has a diameter of about eighteen Inches. It
ought to accommodate all but men having ex-
ceptionally broad shoulders. Air pressure power-
ful enough to launch a torpedo would certainly
be equal to projecting a man. several yards
through the writer.

Official reports show that the mortality from
pneumonia Is reaching considerable figures In
New- York. Every medical man. however, will
concede that our Health Department is In no
way In fault. Climatic conditions are mainly
responsible for the rislne of tha death rate.
Other cities are afflicted with a serious preva-
lence of smallpox and typhoid fever cases, but
Dr- Lederle and his assistants liave kept vigilant

watch and ward against these troubles.

Texan cotton planters appear to be convinced
that with the extirpation of the boll weevil
their fields of snowy bloom would speedily be-
come big bonanzas Ifthe present price of cot-

ton were kjpt up. But how are they to get rid
of the pest?

Members of the British Parliament and French
legislators have been exchanging visits with ex-

cellent results in promoting amiability and
agreeable sentiments between the two nations.
The efforts now on foot to bring about similar
hospitalities and harmonious meetings between
our French friends and Senators and Represen-

tatives of this Republic will. It is hoped, be
crowned with abundant success. They can hard-
ly fail to work for good.

Extensive and searching tests of submarine
craft on both sides of the Atlantic have been

made In recent months, and the tendency of

thought among the men best qualified to Judge

seems to be that these stealthy monsters of the
depths may he exceedingly destructive Innaval
warfare when the principal nations have con-

structed them In large numbers.

great majority of cases where one person calls

up another by telephone and finds the latter out,

he prefers to wait until both can participate

in the conversation. Nevertheless, In a few in-

stances all practical purposes would be served

if a, message, could be left. Th« proposed at-

tachment may y«t come inu» extensive use.

"Will Commissioner MoAdoo make a dead sat on

the poolrooms and the faro banks? Ifhe does,

what will "Big Tim" and "Little Tim" Sullivan

have to say about It?

TEE LESSON OF TUB DEATH RATE.
According to one of our learned magistrates,

the people at the last election were tired, of
mere businesslike management of their affairs
and wanted an "administration with a heart"
They are going to have It,and one of the tests
of its worth will be found: in the record of the
death rate for the next two years. Will an "ad-
ministration with a heart" see that the rules of
sanitation are ho enforced as to decrease the
number of deaths among the people for whom
its heart heats, or will its palpitation? 8 manifest
themselves merely In being good natured and
generous to persons with a '"pull"? We fear
That the tort of heart which was indemand on
Election Day was mostly the latter, for In the
things that really made for the welfare and
happiness of the whole people this present one
was the administration with the heart.

The death rate for 1003 shows this. Itwill
be the lowest in the history of the city. The
final figures cannot yet be inzftie, for there are
the death* of the last few days of the year to
be added, bnt It will not be more than 18.35,
and is likely to be somewhat lower than that.
The rate for 1902 was 18.74, up to that time
the lowest, in the history of the city, while that
for lOyl, the 'ast year of Tammany rule, was
2»i. This is what Mayor Low has done for the
people of New-York, and Itremain.* to be seen
if Mayor McClcllan can make heart beats turn
in the same way to tho saving of human life.
The reduction in the. death rate this year means
that about two thousand persons are alive who
would have been dead if the conditions of the
year before had continued, and the reduction of
1902 from the rate of 1901 meant the saving of
nearly four thousaud lives, Statistics are dry
things ai}d percentages mean little to the aver-
age man, but these figures show what a little
thing like a fractional reduction in the death
rats by vigilant sanitation amounts to in this
great city.

A certain part of this gain has been doe to
favorable weather conditions, but in great part
it has been brought about by vigilance and in-
telligenco in tiie administration of the Sanitary
Code. It is not mere chance of weather that
accounts for this steady improvement One
year with a low rate followed by one with a
higher rate might be so interpreted. In the
campaign Tainmany said the rate for 1902 was
all due to the weather— there having boen a de-
crease in the number of sunstrokes— in spite of
tlie remarkable decrease in deaths from con-
sumption, smallpox, children's diseases and
other troubles responding directly to sanitation.
Now comes the record of even better results
this year, and though last summer was, per-
haps, favorable to health as compared to the
average year. it could hardly have been more
favorable than that of ltxtJ, which, according
to Tammany, was so good that Dr. Lederie was
entitled to no credit for the city's health. It
would certainly be remarkable if Nature for
two years running, of all tbe years of the city's
history, should discriminate In favor of a re-
form administration. ItIs believed that this
year's rate willshow a particularly large num-
ber of deaths from pneumonia, which would
tend to Indicate that what was gained by a cool
summer has been lost by unfavorable winter
weather. But for the present epidemic of pneu-
monia, which is by no means confined to New-
York, this year's rate would be much lower.
The great saving of life last year, and In all
probability this year, was made, by the cam
paign against consumption and the more care-
ful inspection of fruit and milk.
ItIs dne to Dr. Lederle and to the adminis-

tration of which be is a part that this work
should be known and appreciated. Itis now
too late for the people to assure tbe continuance
of gneb excellent service; they have displaced
It and intrusted their lives to other hands. It

UKACCEPTABLE.
Announcement Is made that the official in-

vestigation of the recent fatal wreck on the
PlttAbur& division of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad has been completed, and that tho offi-

cial conclusion is not merely that no employe

of the company was responsible, but that the
disaster was unavoidable. In consideration of
prospective damage s^ita, it Is not difficult to
see why tbe company should choose to adopt

that position. Instead of confessing liability In
advance; but itcan hardly snppose that the pub-

lic willbe satisfied. There is one acknowledged

and. Indisputable fact, namely, that the hcci-

dent was directly due to the falling of tninbef
from a westbound tiatcar on the eaatbound
track. T^e Investigation must, therefore, have
started irHh th« question, Why did the lumbar
fall? That question was promptly and frankly

answered the next day in the statement, attrib-
uted to an officer of the company, that one or

more of tlie stakes inserted along the side of
th* car to hold the lumber in place were
weak or improperly secuwd. That explanation,

\u25a0which originally seemed and still seems natu-
ral and reasonable, has not, so far as we have
observed, been reaffirmed, and It certainly Is

not so much as suggested in the published re-
sult of the explanation. But, on the other
hand, itdoes not appear to have been either offi-
cially withdrawn or practically discredited. It
Is obvious that the lumber would not have
boon dislodged ifIthad been securely fastened,

aijd in the absence of evidence to the contrary

Itis fair to conclude that the stakes gave way.
At ail events, the company's case would net De
helped by an hypothesis that some other con-
dition essential to security was lacking.

Ifthe finding two merely that no employe of
the company was to Implying, perhaps,
that the company meant to dj.selalin responsi-
bility on th« ground that the lumbar car had
been received from some shipper who was
bound to see that it was properly loaded

—
of itself would be an exceedingly disquieting
proposition. It would "warrant the inference
that tiie company was not accustomed to in-
spect rolling stock delivered to Itfor transporta-
tion, but w:i* willing to take great and con-
want risks. The assumption of that attitude
would be an invitation to the travelling public

to dread a succession of disasters. Itwould be
interesting to know just what meaning we are
expected to attach to the declaration that no
employe of the company was responsible.

But the company does not stop with acquit-
ting itself. It proceeds to acquit everybody.

The accident, we arc informed, was unavoida-
ble. That is to say, when heavy freight, on the
careful bestowal of which tbe safe operation of
a railroad depends, falls in the way of a pas-
srnger train, and scores of lives are sacrificed
in consequence, no human being is to blame in
the slightest degree. We must humbly bow to
an inscrutable, decree and murmur, "It was the
act of God." Such is the verdict gratuitously
found for us in this ca*e by a great corpora-
tion. But It-will not be accepted. Itis an af-
front to reason and an Insult to the Almighty.
Home man who ought originally to have made
that lumber secure, defaulted. Some other man
who ought to have corrected the first error was
remiss. Until the company has found thoso
men the public will justly consider it*investi-
gation a farce or a fraud.

tlon In, then, whether Colombia shall "Join the
profusion" In accepting an accomplished and
Irrevocable fact and get $1.000,000, 0r shall stub-
bornly bold out alone against the. judgment of
the world and against an achievement It can-
not undo and lose the $1,000,000. Itshould not
take such statesmen as General Reyes, Dr.

Herran and President Marroquin long to an-
swer That question.

Wherein Craven's recording telephone Is su-
perior to Poulsen's t«l*frmphune does not appear
from the dispatches which mention the former.
Perhaps there is no essential difference. The
Danish 'device, which first appeared about four
years ago, and which Is a combination of .tele-
phone and phonograph, appeared to be a suc-
cess, but it has never been introduced. In the

COLLEGE SPORTS THIS TEAR.
The contests of the collegians even a quarter

century ago brought together multitudes of
gratified and enthusiastic spectators. But 1903
in many fields of endeavor has excelled records
to an extent that has caused a general robbing
of eyes and countless gasps of amazement.

It is a striking feature of this memorable
year that tho attendance at several of the com-
petitions In which our best known universities
took part surpassed all preceding figures. The
financial managers of football are especially
Jubilant, and have so much cash on hand that
the calls for subscriptions to meet expenses
may be comparatively easy In 1004.

Now, Mr. Mason gives us a table of values of
the stocks of twenty-two representative com-
panies, Including th* empire's chief electrical
works, iron and steel works, coal and Iron
mines and street railroads, showing their prices

on April17, lUOO, before the great crash; on Sep-
tember 2i>, 1901, after the crash; on December
31, 1902, when recovery had begun, and on
November 20, 1903, the latest available date
before the preparation of the report From this
It appears that every one of them suffered
serious loss between the first two dates, though
not all in equal ratio. Thus the Eschwell roll-
ingnull fell from 258.75 to 67.90, while the Cou-
eordia Mining Company fell from 373.00 to 343.
Between the second and third dates all but lire
showed gains. Four of the five which showed
further losses were electrical concerns, and the
fifthwas the Concordi.i MiningCompany, which
had lost so little at first, but which by the third
date given fell to 283. The gains of the other
seventeen varied in amount, not one of them
rising to the original lijrures which prevailed
on the first date. Finally, between the third
and fourth dates every one of the twenty-two
showed a gain, and of tho five which had con-
tinued to fall between the second and third
dates, nil but one, the Siemens & Halske cor-
poration, showed an increase above the second
date. Two of the twenty-two stood on the
fourth date Just where they had stood on the
first, before the fall. The average price of the
twenty-two on the first date was 271*28* on the
second it was 15&54, on tin? third it was 177.31!
and on the fourth Itwas 208.01.

The causes of this recovery of values are
varied. Mr. Mason dwells upon the thwe chief
ones. One is tbe favorable progress that is be-
ing made tow aril the negotiation of new com-
mercial treaties on (ho basis of the new tariff.
coupled with the expectation that the new tariff
system, which willun into force some time next
year, willconduce (o Increased prosperity. Tho
second is the fact that some of the electrical
manufacturing concern* have made large and
valuable contracts for work in Mexico, South
America and elsewhere. The third is the nat-
ural cause that the panic, has run its course and
reaction toward renewed prosperity has sot in.
These causes should continue to bo operative
for some time, until prosperity Is fully restored
to its former basis. Nevertheless, it is evident
that the rising tide mitrht be disturbed, ifnot
wholly checked, by some untoward occurrence,
such as a Commercial quarrel with some impor-
tant power or a war which would unfavorably
affect German interests.

In this consideration we may find an explana-
tion of Germany's obvious desire for main
teuance of peace in Eastern Asia. Whether
or not a war there would directly involve the
empire as a combatant, It would certainly in-
terfere with its large and profitable commerce,
and would entail upon It much expense for
military preparations to meet possible contin-
gencies. Besides, if Russia wen beaten by
Japan, as she well might be, her value to Ger-
many as a trade customer would be much im-
paired. It is therefore the part qf enlightened
and ffirseeinjf self-interest for the German gov-
ernment to advise German bankers not to pro-
mote hostilities by lending Russia the "sinews
of war" and to exert its whole Influence for the
maintenance of peace In the Far East.

GERM Ay PROSPKRITT.
An interesting report from Mr, Mason, the

American Consul General at Berlin, indicates
that industrial and commercial prosperity is
gradually being restored to the German Empire.
For the last three years, as our readers know,

there has beengeneral depression. Wecannot say
that full recovery has been effected- Business
seldom rises a^ain as quickly as ithas fallen;
bat the upward tendency Is unmistakably

marked and has already made material prog-
regs. This is shown by the movement of indus-
trial 6tocks. In the United States the prices of
securities In Wall Street are often taken as a
itandard with which to gauge prosperity. Itis
not always, by any means, a trustworthy stand-
ard, yet it is not without value. In Germany
itIs more trustworthy, because stocks there are
less speculative than here and are less subject
to artiiicial manipulation.

From this universal law th» postman is not
exempt Not only is he obliged to make his
rounds in all kinds of weather, but his burdens
vary greatly. Sometimes he has little besides
letter mail to deliver. Sometimes he carries a
load of papers and periodicals that would tilla
pedlcr's pack, His busiest season, though, is
during and before the holidays. Practically all
of the greetings that go In th© form of cards
and an, enormous proportion of the gifts which
axe bestowed at this time of year are sent by
maiL Much of this class of merchandise is
sent to the purchaser at his home by the de-
Uvery wagons of the establishments at which
he procures it. Thousands of parcels are car-
ried by the buyers themselves in public con-
veyances. The. resources of the express com-
panies, in town and out of town, are taxed to
the utinoAt In the same service. Vet the post-
man, with his coadjutor inside the office from
which ho issues, ranks Jiret among the helpers
of Santa Claus. For the promptness and pa-
tience, the intelligence and zeal, with which he
meets his responsibilities he should have a
unanimous vote of thank*.

A FAITHFUL SERVANT.
In eye*9 trade and profession activity oscil-

latea between wide extremes. At certain hours
of the day the streetcars, restaurants and bar-
ber Bhops are crowded, while at others they are

almost deserted. The merchants have their
dull and busy seasons. Ifone stands near the
switchboard of a telephone exchange just be-
fore 10 o'clock Inthe morning he willbe aston-
ished at the sudden increase of calls that come
pouring in pinniltnupously a few minutes later.
Inlike manner tbe duties of the lawyer, phy-
sician, preacher and teacher are more exacting

at one time than at another, and all such mem-
bers of society sii?li for v more unlfocm distri-
bution of the demands upon their time and
strength.

Is well for thrtn. howeTer, to keep In mind the
record, and see if their now officials do as well.
Iftb^y do not, of course nothing oon bring from
the dead the thousand or two of liven that may
be unnecessarily sacrificed, but still the voters

may profit thereafter by the lesson. We hope

Mr. McOlellan willnee to Itthat they have no
such lesson to learn.

"Glad of It."
Mr. Fitch's new play, called "Cafl of It.** with

Mis* MlllyJames in Its chief part, was produced
last night at the Savoy Theatre. It shows how a
shop girlbecame a chorus girl,and so tells apuerile
ftory In an appropriately puerile manner. Miss
James embodied the shop girl. The scene opens In
"ii department store'"

—
ooject of pious and fervent

admiration md Imitation by New- York's principal
dramatic managers— proceeds Ina New-York the-
atre, devot.d to "musical comedy"— that Is. to
horse play mid gabble, with occasional "slangy"
sor.gn, and close* In a Nevtr-Jtrsey boarding house*.
In this "play" Mr. FK'-h has once more shown his
Incompetence as a dramatic writer. Ills vulgar vac-
uity was delivered with commendable earnestness

and wretched articulation by a numerous company.
That portion of the public which delights to wit-
ness, on the stage, for f- 50, what may be seen on
Hlxth-avo. for nothing, may find this "presentation"
Interesting— no one else will. When Mr. l-'iu-h
centos to pour upon our *tage the dr»ary drivel
which he labeds 'drama" we will havo more
occasion to be "glad of It" thin was afforded last
night.

CAST OF "GLAD OF IT"
*"

Coeni* Bowl«« Millie Jam«*;"l:Jf 1**rt"» .....Anita ROthe
*•••• l*aUy •. .....AvleUU» lt<mdrleka

NEW PLAY AT THE SAVOY.

MR. BRYAN AT THE HAGUE.
The Hague. Dec 23.— William Jennings Bryan,

arrived here to-day frcm Barlln. and visited the
Foreign Minister. Mr. Bryan is enjoying his trip.
He said he found Tolstoy letting well, though very
old. Tolstoy's first question was: "Are you a so-
cialist?" When assured to ia«> Contrary, the Count
•aid: "Iam very gt&U to bear it. lam not a ••"•*
cia-Ust ru>s«lf.

"

[8T TMJWSAPR TO Ttm TRlßtrxa.l
Newport. Dec. Announcement waa made bar*

to-day by her parents that Miss Mabel Gould Slo-
enm, of this city, en Thursday last was qul»tlj>

married to Harold Dean Stldcney. of Jlew-Tvirk, %
member of the well known family by that oaxa*.
and a cousin of the Ute Joseph dtlckney.

Mias Siocum for some years h.a3 been a ciorn»
girlin various large productions, and up to a to*
weeks ago was with "The Runaways" company.
Fur several years her father has been connected
with the Newport Opera House. About Cve jaar*
Ago Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish gay* a icy drees ha
at Newport, and in her search for a young woman
to dress as a Dresden doll to distribute couUoa
favors she selected Mias Siocum for her beauty,
IVhen she ajii^iared la c •\u25a0•• ballroom, she was the
talk of the fashionable assemblage. She soon after-
ward went on th<a stage and. having a good vaioe*
was much sought by tu.umgers.

Mr. SticJtney is not la buainess. Hia rather la
dead and his mother Is travelling in Europe with
her second husband. Mr. 3tlcknci- la twenty-four
and his bride two years younger. ll© Is a Harvard
graduate.

LADY MOON HERE ON MINNEHAMA.
Lady Cecil Moon, wife of the English orlcketeiv

was a passenger on 'the Minnehaha. which docked
yesterday. She Is rolng to her cattle ranch near
Fort Collins. Col. Her husband Intended to ac-
company her. but engagements prevented. He 1* a
member of the AU-Kngland Cricket eie\<n.

FUNERAL OF MRS. RUTH ANN HOAR.

Worcester. Mass.. Dec. IS.--The funeral of Mr*.
Ruth Ann Hoar, wife of Senator George P. Hear.
wai held In th« Church cf th« It>ity this aftemoos-
The Rev. Dr. Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, •*»
was the first pastor of tho Church of the Ualtj'

conducted the service. The body wUI b« taisa
Concord. Mass.. to-morrow for burial In Sl*W
Hollow Cemetery.

THE POPE'S VIEWS ON CHURCH MUSIC
Rome. Dec iß.—After long talk* with th« Abb*

Perosl. director of the Sistlne Choir, the Pope lia-i
issued a note on the subject of sacred music In the
churches. The Pope formulates rules which recall
the churches to a strict observance of the Instruc-
tions Issued by former pontiffs. The Pope eea-
demns the transformation of litunrtc music tnto
compositions* for use at concert \u25a0. The Pontiff is
strongly In favor of the Ur<f«.>- Caant, and h»

has o:dt-red the AbW I'eroai to composo a e^ortaa
mam for th« centenary of St. ilretory the <30*m,U
next Easter.

•'Merely Mary Ann."
Mr ZangwM's n«w play, called "Merely Mary

Ann." which has been received with some favor In [
other cities. W9» produced last night at the Garden

'
Theatre, with Miss Eleanor Robson and Mr. Edwin

Arden In Its chief characters— Mary Ann,a. servant,

and Lancelot, a musical composer. The servant ,
captivates the composer, and by him Is captivated, .
but Lancelot behaves in \u25a0 manner that ts worthy i
\u25a0I tbe bearer of bla nuiua. and those loving swains |
part In innocence. Later, when Mary Ann has In- j
herited sonio money and become a polished \u25a0

member of society, they meet again, and I
at last they are happily united. Th« actress of (
Mnry Ann has to show the contrast of character as j
affected ry social conditions. Miss Robsan's limita-
tions are extremely narrow. That the various emo- ,
tione Incident to the character of Mary Ann were [

felt and understood by Miss Robson was entirely

evident. and wo also was her failure to move her
audience by those displays. An apparent Inclination
to Imitate Miss Maude Adams is a considerable '

hinU«ranre to Mi"3 Rubson. Mr.Edwin Arden Is an j
actor oi experience and commonplace talent. His
failure, therefore, to adequately Impersonate, the
part of Lajio«»lo.t would have been more remarkable j
than his success.

Satisfactory subsidiary performarces were given
by Mr. Frank I>oane, W. A. Hackett. Thomas \u25a0

Graham. Miss Ada l>wyer find Mi?s Kate PatUson j
BelUn -the. latter an actress whose appearance em- ,
phasizes th* advantages of natural talent, expe-
rience and training In the art of acting.

CAST OF "MERELY MART ANN."
Lancelot..., • -

EJwln Arden I
Mr. Peter Frank Do&na i
H.rr Brahmsou . Herbert Carr
Rev. fiamutl >in>«Ut:e \V. A. HaQiett I
O'Gonoaji Henry KebtlMim '
Jim tilaydes Thomas Graham
J.onl Valentine Fhxwell

—. Arthur story
Mrs. Leadl«mer Au D«ycr
Kosle Laura Hop« Crews
The Sister* MmX ™, Strickland

(UatMl StricklandLaity Ch«ltu*r Ida Lewis
Caroline Xat» P^Utson Seltea ,
!..-»!>• <;ia!ys Foxwoll Julia Deaa |
l*dy aiynn Mariiuet Vu,l\tr !
The Hon. Mrs FUz^eorKß Mart;ier:te Bt John I
Miss Kowen* Fitz«»or£<t Ulhe; SirlckUn 1
Mary Ann Merely Ml»» Hobs-in I
H.'wur.i ...A Footman i

THE DRAMA.
NEW PLAY AT THE GARDEN.
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The engagement o' Miss May Valenttna Stern,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Stern. No. 858 Fifth-.
aye.. to Arthur H. Hahlo has been announced.

Mrs. Edv.in D. Trowtrklge. with her daughter.
Miss Trowbridge, and Mrs. Frederic Oailatln. Jr.,
will be at home. No. 123 East Thirty cimh-st, on
Wednesdays. January 5 and 12.

Miss Kohl, of San Francisco, gave a large dinner
at Sherry's on Sunday evening In honor oX Major
General and Mrs. Corbiu.

A Chrlatmaa tea will bo giren this afternoon a*.1

the HatsJ Savoy in behalf of the Btde-a-Wee Homo,
for Animals at Yonkers.

New Year's T.v» willbe celebrated at the AnSsley
Club by a dance, for which a number of house par-
ties are being: piven at the country seats In the
vicinity. On Friday, weather permitting, there will
be a golf tournament and skating.

Mr?. James E. Martin has Issued invitations for %
dinner on January 15 for Miss Gladys Robinson,
thu fiancee of her son. James E. Martin, jr.

Mrs. Hermann Oelrichu la still absent from tow*,
notwithstanding the announcement of her return
from San Francisco. She willnot arrive until next
Tuesday.


