
Managers and Building Department
Call Local Theatres Safe.

In the opinion of Fire Commissioner Sturgis,

•xho spoke carefuily, declaring that he was r.ot
V>7 any means an a.:arm!st, ti.r^e-<iuarters of the
ibeatreti of tfess city ere unsafe. In the or'-nlon
of theatre managers, unanimous on this ques-
tion; ex-Fire Chief Croker. Chief Kruger and

Mr. Thompson, Superintendent cf Buildings,

nothing like the Chicago flre could possibly oc-
cur here. Some sf the managers <!i<!make sllsht
cirowanceE for panic, ut from one er.d of
Broadway to the other, and over in the Bowery
theatres, usually regarded as flretraps. there

was one Ftralr.—"it couM not happen here, the

official sas^risjglßsw are 50 strict; the theatres
.her* are Fafer ihen anywhere intho country."

Panic afide. abundant provision is made for

the speedy ar.d comfortable emptying of almost
every thea-tre. t?ome fro far ahead of the legal
re<;uirernenta. That these precautions would be
effective in a. panic, however, is £. Questioned
point. The element of panic is the unknown
«lua,mU;, v.rJoh did not enter into the calcula-

tions for the plans and specifications filed In the
Department of BsjOdtags; the inspectors do not

toreteli what a thous?.r.d or tlfteen. hundred
X-eople ttIIIdo, mad with fear.

That the public, in spits of this, is appre-
fcenslve was notably shovrn last nljrht by the
activity of the speculators. In front of almo?t
every theatre they stood, their hands filled with
•tickets which had been racriflced by the timor-
ous. Ail the managers reported good business
Jost night: their hounes were all sold out and
3TiGst of them were full. The advance sales were
light, however, which chows the effect of the
Chloago horror, ns the houses wero sold out for
l«st nig-ht almost a B*sek agro. Good peats for
to-cight and to-n:orrow r.ight could be easily
•btained at almost any theatre la?t night.

FEW HOUSES SELL. PTANDrNG ROOM.
In the face of the great Irlquols Theatre di3-

su»ter. however, there was more scurrying
around of managers yesterday and examination
Into the merits of flre appliances than would
ordinarily occur in a year. Of all the theatres
there were only four telling; standing room—

rSavoy, the New-Amsterdam, the Herald Square
r.nd the Metropolitan Opera House. In Weber
A Fields's there were peven persons standing.

The Metropolitan, however, was filled with a
vast throng, •worse than at lapt week's perform-
tmc«.

William Wood, manager of tho 'Rro.Tdvny
Theatre, said that his theatre was thoroughly
equipped with every modern device for any
emergency, and had exlta into three street*—
Broadway, Peventh-ave., anfl Forty-flrct-st.

besides a lira alley from Sevtnth-ave. to Broad-«
way, forty-seven exits tn all.

Oscar Hammersteln had a novel theory. "1
keep out the children," said he. "Men an<l
women can care for themselves, but they grow
mad when they have their children with them.
So I've never let any children Into my th< atres."
He does not neglect any other precautions as to
flre danger, how.evor, and said he has always
provided more exit s»pac« In the vaitasjg theatres
he has l.uUt than the law required.

At the Metropolitan Opera House there in a
fire brigade among the smployes, seventy-five
members of which are on the stage at everyperformance, Krrest Goerlltz eaid yesterday.
The house was fully provided with exits, h'*said; eleven from the orchestra alone. The exitsemptied Into Broadway, Fortieth-st. and Forty-
flrst-Bt., with a large emergency exit through,
thf> bn^k of the house Into Seventh-aye.

Fpeaklng of the Chicago theatre flre. Dr.
Jo3iah Strong, president of th» American Tnßti-
tute of Social Service, said yesterday that if the
failure of the asbestos curtain to fall caused theflipast-ir, It laid a new emphasis on the reoes-
Eityof uning- the heal possible safety appliances.
He pointed to the value of properly equipped
museums of security.

MESSAGE PROM MATOR LOW.
Mayor "Low sent the following; telegram yester-

dny to Mayor Harrison:

The city of New-York and all our people rend
heartfelt sympathy to Chicago, and especially to
those so sorely afflicted by yesterday's calamity.

V.'htn asked Ifhe believed itpossible for the
Chicago accident to be repeated here, he said:
"My kuov.'ledge of the New- York theatres is so
limited that Iam afraid Ihad better not ex-
press any opinion. It is a very sad affair. AH
the world willsympathize with Chicago. Ihope
we will pj-oflt by the lesson."

Ex-Fire Chief Croker said yesterday that from
his experience he felt sure there was no danger
from fire InNew-Tork theatres. snylnp Chicago
\u25a0waa far behind New-York in requirements for
bafety in tho theatres. The massing in the bal-
conits, he Bald, ahowtd that the exits there wero
not properly arranged.

Contrary to the usual supposition, the Bowery
trif-atres are not unprovided with modern ap-
pMasjMgL Thf Windsor, the Thalia and Miner's
Bowery Theatre all have the appliances re-
quired and comply with the Buildings Depart-
ment regulations and Inspection. The Thalia, a
woodt-n building, old and rather rickety, haa an
abundance of exits. It Is next Is) the Atlantic
Garden, arid is owned by the sajna peopl*.
There are exitu from the Thalia to the roof of
the Atlantic Garden, with special door?, and
othere into Elizabeth-st.. at the rear. The Winrl-
cor, too. ia equipped with exits at the side of
tne theatre into the hotel, and through a corri-
dor into tha street.

the auditorium. On the roof are tanks, which
in case of ttrc would pour a perfect deluge of
water into every nook and corner of the house.

The older Criterion Theatre is another of those
corner theatres, which thus has access on two
sides directly to the street. In addition Mr.
I'helps, the manager, pointed out that there are
additional exits from both balconies into the
N«w-Yorfc Theatre, rn;ik;i!i? exits from three
Bides. Of course, this means that the New-
York Theatre is similarly equipped. The New-
Amsterdan'.. another new theatre, at first lrii^ht
tetm, from Us ottle entrance en BCCOiid-
et., to be less adequately equipped. But in re-
ality the theatre has one \vhoie side on Forty-
Srst-sC, and fire escapes and firo exits cover
thr.t whole side of the building", as Tvell as the
back all which f:t-ces toward Broadway.

The Casino, which has an auditorium up one
flipht of stairs, is, however, on a corner. nn<l
ircm every window flre escapes lead down to the
{{Tound, while there is an extra flight of stairs
for use in an emerpency and a wide spaos at
the back to mitigate against a crush. The new
Eir.plre, also, is really a corner theatre, with
numerous exits to the street and to tho offl \u25a0

building In front. The construction is all of
eteel and very heavy inflajnmablo material.

KL.VU' TAKES OPTIMISTIC VIEW.

Marc Klaw, of the firmof Klaiv & Erlanger,
part owners of the burned theatre and proprie-
tors ot "Mr. Bluo Beard," was seen last uipht
nt his office in the Knickerbocker Theatre Build-
ing:, Mr. Klaw said that there seomed to him
no reason to suppose that tho Chicago horror
would affect theatrical business. Accidents from
fireworks, he paid, and the sinking of ocean
Hr.era had not stopped firework exhibitions or
affected transatlantic travel. He said the proof
of this was in th« i.ttenclance at the theatres
in the evening. H-.- declared:

The reporttt from Chicago are 5n most respects
exaggerated. Ihenid by 'phono to-night that
the damage to the theatre was not nearly so
much as reported, for instance, and that Mias
Annabeilo Whltford, cf the "Blue Beard" com-
pany, has not been injured. There seemb to be
an opinion that Miss Nellie Heed, one of the
aerial ballet, is dead, liut Icannot, understand
how that can Ik- possible. Iknow that th© Iro-
quois Theatre was a<? near fireproof as itis pos-
eible to make a building:, and that every pre-
caution was taken that could be taken. The
upbestos curtain did not fail to work because of
interference from the wires used In the aerial
ballet; that would be impossible. InChicago the
apbestos curtains run on wires, and the draught
evidently belMfd the curtain like n. sail and
nsnsrii it to stick. That could not happen here,
where the- curtains run in grooves.

"When asked about the loss to his firm by the
flre Mr. Klaw said:

We har<» not plvrn th^t much thought yet; our
own los.« f-iiiKs into insignificance in the face ot
the tragedy to others. (>f course, we have suf-
fered. Mr. Sykes's death, the loss of the "Blue
I-eard" production, and finally the loss of the
theatre, preventing the Chicago engagement of
"Ben Hur,"' nn4W.ni rnurh loss, not only to us,
but to the hundreds of players, who are thus
thrown out of work. But for ourselves we have
not thought much yet, as Ihave said.

SUPERINTENDENT THOMPSON'S VIEWS.
Henry S. Thompson, the retiring Superintend-

ent of Buildings, said that judgingfrom tho ac-
count, po far published, of the Chicago flre, the
trouble appeared to be due in the first place to
ths fact that the theatre -.vas opened before it
was completed. It certainly should not have
been orxned until the flre escapes were com-
pleted, he declared. As regards asbestos cur-
tains, he said that inspectors from the Bureau
of Building-s are ar._ufitomed to examine such
curtains almost every day in every theatre In
the city with reference to their working and
condition.

After the flre had Rained gome headway, he
pointed out, the theatre was in total darkness,
which doubtless added to the panic. This, he
thought, could hardly occur in a New-Yorktheatre under the n«vv rule established In this
city which requires a rd l!s;ht for every exit,
and these lights are on an entirely separate
circuit. Another regulation which Mr. Th«mp-
fon has himself established requires that every-
thing in the vicinity of a calcium or other pow-
erful lights shall be absolutely fireproof. Ac-
cording to the accounts, the Iroquois Theatre
fire started from such a light. Mr. Thompsoi
recently established a rule that if any wood-
work is u-«fcl In the Vicinity of su<;h a li^ht it
must be covered with tin or 'ron, and the ladder
reaching to the platform must be or Iron.

ANOTHER CONFIDENT MANAGER.
Charles Buraham, manager of WaUack*a The-

atre, declared last night that ho thought his
theatre was one of the Bafest in the world. Tha
entire orchestra r.pens into the street, while thegalleries have exits into a large foyer, which, in
turn, through broad stairways, empties Into
Broadway and Thirtieth-st. Besides this, tha
galleries can be emptied entirely onto tho roof
over the main entrance, where th»re is a Fpaco

twenty-five fe^t v.ld» and more than a hundred
feet long, only one gtory from the ground, left
because the building was never Completed.
From that escape would be easy tr> two streets,
he declared. This would never be changed, Mr.
Burnham said, while Wallack'H remained a the-
atre. Then, too, there werft all the required ap-
pliances, and, resides, there were no gas or
boilers for heating in the place.

AlfHayman. manager for <'harles Frohman,
SedaiwS emphatically thnt no rr-petjtlon of the
Chioago fire could ever happen here. The rales
were etrictiy enforced, he said, nnd they -wer<»
stricter rules than in any other city. For the
Herald Square, he said he Inspect d his flre ap-
paratus every day. ana that electric lights did
away with the gas tanks for the calcium effects.
He also pointed to wide doors, emptying into
two streets, and a wMe separate balcony en-
trance.

SYMPATHY OF GOVERNOR YATES.
Springfield, 111., Dec. 31.—Governor Yatas t>>-day

cent the following telegram to Mayor Harrison:
The great calamity which has come upon your

city has excited the profound j,':ief of the entiroState, and therefore Ihasten to tender to yourcommunity and to th.- hundreds of famillea deso-lated by this catastrophe the heiirt/elt eympathy«f the whole i>eoi?ie.
* '"*

To Hold Conference to Make Tire Drills
More Effective.

*"11 y Supf iintendtnt Maxwell, as a result of th<*
\u25a0 : fpeoial flro lnstrw :t!..!!H

yesterday afternoon i<i the, dlmrlct euperlntendents
and principals of schools. Superintendent Mix-

if-ttcr follows:
The terrible theatre nre in Chicago bas its les-

sons for all who have any responsibility for tha
protection of life, it especially cornea home, to uh
who ar.» reeponelble several hours a day for th>;
iivc.-- of hundreds of thousands of children. Iwrite
to nsk you, therefore, to take ererjr possible pre-
caution to niiike the Ore drills or rapid dismissals
In your schools, re mired by law and by tho iiy-
lan • of ths Board of ESducatton, as perfect as pos-
sible. Every teaeber should know* his or ho;-
duties in case Of alarm, th« signals should be
clearly understood, -and practice should b« Riven
with sufficient t: quencj to insure swiftness and
eaft-ty lv exit, l nave Invited the following prin-
CipalS to BMSt with rnH on Tuf-sday, January a,
ISM, at 3:30 p. m., to dlscusi msasurea to make the.
t\r<! drills in ihf public schools even more effective:
Burtla C. Magle, Alrnon tJ. Merwln, Kdward A.
Page, ChantUnf Si bblns, Henry 10. Jenkins and
M!.j->fS Emma I. Johnston and Ilclen Siitn.

The ertatest danger from panic exists in tho«o
building! In which there uro two distinct school

zatlons. In BUch cases tho two princlpaLi
should hava a perfect understanding as to arr.iuge-

ments. District superintendents will see that this
ordtr Is enforced.
Iam happy to say that In every case, of alarm of

flre that has occurred In th<- schools during the lu^t
few years the oxistii g Bre drilis bare proved < Cfeot-
ivf, the teachera h.ive behaved with eoolnesi and
courage, and In not a ainsl" Instance. <v<;ii whoa
two thousand children were collected under <.:io
roof, have the, pupils bf.n thrown Into panic. ItIs
imr duty. neverthelesSi t.j make our fire drills moro
perfect than they are, Ifthat Is p<.?3U>le.

NEW-ROCHELLE THEATRE SAFE.
Tho largest thratro in Westehestsr County ts the

ona built recently In Xew-Uochelle by tha Knights
of Columbus. Itcost JCS.OGO, and haa a eeattnp ca-
pacity of about eighteen hundred. The assistant
manager, "Denny" O'Connor, said to-night that
he considered tlio buildins absolutely safe, adding:

AYe have fly».,;xit3 In all, and Iron stairways lead-ing from th<- bal<-"Tiv and Rolleries to tho Ci.»Miid
on tho outsldo of tho buildliiK. Th« theatre la also
(\u25a0ijulpped with i'.n asbestos curtain, which works
•o smoothly that it can be lowered very quickly
by on© man uslnff onu hand.

Thorn will b« a thorouKh inspection of flra hose
and the curtain l>efor© tha doors are opened next
week.

SISTERS CALMLY PUT OUT FIRE.
Twenty Sisters of Charity, occupying: tha four

story t.rlck house at No. 164 Waverley Place, were
nwakened from sleep early yesterday morning by
v lire which started in the cellar. All remained
< 1m and a bucket brigade was formed, and when
the firemen arrived the flames had been extin-guished by tha Slaters. Sister Foljia was first
awakened by the smell of smoke. She quietly sum-moned a policeman, and then awoke the otherSisters, telllnir thrm not to bo afraldfl There wasno excitement- Tile tiro was hinuli.

human lifeneedlessly lost for all the theatres in
New-York. It is not an easy thing to pay Just
wlmt ought to be done to prevent fires and
panics in theatres. The conrter describes the
duties of the Fire Commissioner. We can allow
not more thsn two Bremeta at each theatre.
Probably there Is p.s much darker from pan!- as
from Bre, Tho disaster In Chicago seems to
have been due as much from panic i>s from
actual danger from fire. If the. asbestos curtain
had work, iproperly toe low of life doubtless
would have been much leas. Commissioner
Sturgla attempted to abolish the practice of
crowding the r< ar portions ot playhouses. Tho
<i-neral Term gave a decision against hi-n.

men nothing has been done to prevent
• from standing op In the rear ><t the the-

atres. The calemitj In Chicago is ;ik.>ly ti>make
a good deal of seiitiment in fav«>r <>,' greater pre-
cautions being taken than ever before. I'ntilI
have had a chance to rlv.- the subject a close
study Icannot say what Iintend to do."

Mr. Hayes had n tnik yesterday with ei-Flre
Chief Edward F. Crok< rat the City HalL Wh^n
Mr fnik""- went away f• \u25a0•id that he had
merely '.ailed to pay his respects to the new
Commissioner.

SAY HOUSES ARE SAFE.
Fire- Chief John Conway, rt Jersey <ity. said yes-•

\u25a0
'

the Iro.|i' ;" Theatre horror \u25a0 '•
\u25a0• possible m

that city. The city ordinances require thai a Bre-
man vi.d polloeman •hall I on duty la «v»-ry the-
atre Whenever ai i •to 1 . ' grsss. TM«

law. UM clii-f Said, is n'tictlr SBfOTOOd. V.a< :i

building is provided erlth two portable fir« «x-
tl!iK'.:isherH. always ready for u^e. Enough boss it

also or. hand to reach «h» nearest Bre hydrant.

The placing of stats to it»> aisles is strictly for-
bidden.

Harry Hogan, mnna^cr of the. BijouTheatre. i>M
tho liiusu wns provided with r.lr.*<txit». and cculd

crowded, in lest than ten
\u25a0. \u25a0•• '\u25a0•\u25a0•« l!ms all over the house.

and tho attaches are thoroughly Instructed In a
Jir*> drill. Thomaa i-. Din I \u25a0 .iger of th<3

q Theatre, laid i.'.s bouse was provided with
iir» ap \u25a0 .: ar asbestos curtain, They also

Tin r.! are two exits, on« s^r the
gallery ar;.' Ufa other for the lower part of the

: • :: !r.o "S th" whol« !ront of the
build

Prank He.n< nrson, manager of tho Academy ef
M. ' . "-M.l there wet..- fire appliances In the t...t!s<\
an asbestos curtain, and that a fire drill was main-
tain" d ..:.. >ng t!;o attaches. Besides the main ••xit.
which embraces the rntlriy frort <if tli« I
there nr^ separate exits r>r tha balcony ar.il cal-
lery, and »p< lal • tits In one aide of the theatre
..; \u25a0

• Ing Into the \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 irtyard atta< bed to tho Arling-
ton Bathouses, which can Im opened In casa of
emergency.

lid That. In his opinion,
v. !-\u25a0 ;.o danger fmn rtr« in any of the thea-

trts named, which art the only ones »n the city.

MAXWELLWARNS SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

SUGGE3TB FIRE DRILL FOR AUDIENCE,
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Cannot audiences be occinlonAlly drlllfj o
learn how to empty a theatre in ra*a of fire,? a
"lire alurm" now and then, with warning ofcourse would do much to Inspire sHf-iiossi-«siuii
when the reality cornea.

'
.. . _ H- rEKKIRA MENDESAq. $j Central Part WesL. New-York. Dae 31. ICQ3.

Mayor Has Conference with Officials and Or-
ders Extra Precautions.

Mayor Doremua of Newark yesterday ordered aninvestigation of tha condition of the thea-tres of the city In view of tho preat thaitra disaster in Chicago. "When the Mayor reached
his ofiico In th* mornlnp h« sent fr.r Pre«ld<?ntThenrtore C. K.Blanchard of the Flre Department
Hoard and held a conference with him. Th«Mayer was nssured that all nroeaathtas were tokenby UM department in view of flres and anjC!1intheatres.

Th« system is for a fireman to b^ stationed In
each thoatre to keep the aisles clear and to callon the police Ifthe management obstructs them
\u25a0When the performance besrlns th« fireman oe 9behind the pcenrs and stands ready with an ex-
tmgnfßher. wet Band, wet blankets, etc. in cas»
Of tire. There are extinguishers In other parts oftho hulldlnp-. and the employes ar» instructed in
thoir tit-e. Mayor Poremus was not satisfied with
the fact that there was By.stemutic precautiontaken. He wanted to know how tho sv^tem wa,carried out. and nsked to be InxormedabSut t?«practice In the theatres as to electric Hehts* andwires and lnflammnble, scenery nnd accessor)^ andwhether any chnnsres were necessary

Superintendent l^>slle B. Mlllrr of tha nulldlntrInspection Department wns callod up ,nd in^Btructed to have a rlsrid Investigation man" H«ttC^uat on Ht? WUI port to the Mayir to-dayWith the Fire Department regulatlons'all r^rrle.iout. there is constant dan*er in veral of theNewark theatres by reason of th« lna.Aitmt«means of exit and the crowding of the -iNie^,
the, doors on nights when lar e audSS. 2epresent. ItIs nsserted too. that tho ftrernen ,h-Uoned In the theatres become car^l^s in th *Vi
formance of their duties, and do not act with Wl"
cient authority when the theatre Is crowded whiletin- is laxity observed In their precautions h?h J-.i
the scenes during performances. Tho law in regard ta theatres Is nmple to afford ;,11 protectionto audiences. The managers at th« Xewnrk thea-tres -ill declared yesterday that their theatres we-.,perfectly eafo In construction and operation with
"lTP

'"
g
nieana of exit and flre, extlnßiiishln'c ap-pliances. •* v

ON GUAUD FOR THEATRE FIRES.

and reports from Mr. Merrlman the cnVin's of the
company had an accurate Msa of how th* work
was being done.

Tjeeterday Mr. Starr«tt said he esold not asjder-
stand how such a catastrophe had happened in the
theatre, unless from an oxplonlon of fraseous
Hqutda or gas maks, or fnm a flre which quickly
burned a large quantity of Inflammable material at
a time When th« exits were* barred.
J'Tha calamity." he said, "may be likened Is a
flr^or an explosion within a lar^e stove, It seems
to me. There Is no doubt In my mind that the
building proper was almost absolutely arepioof.
By ths bonding proper, Imean Urn walls, the
Ktairw. th<> eefHngs, the roof asid the stnge SieiJ
thine BOt counted as sosnsry or drapery, or used
In the illumination of the house. Thf» only weed
used vat la th» f.iclncs of tho Btalrs an.l in th»
Boors. Tha Puller company had nothinp to do with
the »rectlon of thn fireproof curtuin or any curtain.
It simply erected the building, and the tarnishing
wns dono by other persons. When an Inspection
of the. building Is made hy the nrc- authorities of
Chicago, Ifeel certain that their rt-port wffl be
that the flre did very uttle damage, ifany. to the
building lts.-i!. According to reports, the lire mcapes on the IIling were riot fully in place andmany ot .the exit doors were locked, Icannot un-dentaiM how the Flro Dennrtrnent officials could
have given permission to open the theatre without
ti:.- Bre excapei being ready for nse And w!iy any
one should lock the «xit doors Is InezplteahM Astudy of the plans ol the theatre will show that theth< itre bad many and commodious exits, and tho
foyer ot the building, which could b. tssily andquickly reached from any part of the building
wu.s practically a distinct building,and should hay«
I\u25a0•\u25a0• n a safe refuge, it would seem, to all those who
could reach It."

Berojra] persons experienced tn th« huiiding lino
y<;.st.-r lay took up tho plans of tha Imildinß andtried to Bee If any of i^.> lines of exits converted.They could find none iffllnei persons stall he-
tween various aisles tried to *et out of the theatreby running up the aisle toward th.' wallbuck of the,
niits, those on ti..- right ai^sl.> running toward theleft and thos« nr( the l*>tt aislo rurnlng toward thi>right. The peonl -ninht th.n m.-et In the centre
of the theatre bar 3of the last r<.w of seati andmight not see in their frensy that they had runaway from thf exits. With every seat occupied
there was an exit for every suty-six persons in tho

tfbSiS! exit for every SIXtJ
-

Slx l>n
"

oni

Ths seating capacity of the orchestra was one-thousand, and for each one hundred persons an
exit had been built.

So Says Correspondent, if Precautions Used
in Powder Mills Had Been Taken.

Tn the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Soon after th« flr.> in tho T?rook!\ Th<»atr>«

In 1576. IWTOM in yoar paper a description of my
method of puttins out fires at my powder mills,
always unfailing in its results. Since then that
system has been adopted throushout th.- country
in factoriea and public buildings, It consists of asprinkler, which conveys water through perforated
pipes, from a largn tank near or on a. rnr,t >.\u25a0\u25a0
building in the case of a th^tro? th* BU*VSover tho xtngre. would giYe it a heavy showerbath. A rape, attached to a lever in th« ink i«n»•UOUgh to bo pulled iy any one on thj tloor ul,l
even outside the butldln . would very effe/t'ua v<lo the business. It 13 a stmplo dcvi,-.. but a su-eand an effective one. Ifmy BUBeation publishedin your papor ut that time had beon followed in
the theatre In Chicago so Itvei would have bee"
lost. By lookinK up my suggestion In your n<»Derat that time, you c:in convince yourself of Te
tt-ZJ** jer ŷ

-
st- "^fe^s^

PENSIONS ISSUED IN 1903.
\\-...'hlngton. Dec. -A New Year'i srre-tinir ia-

SSSi to-day by E. F. Ware. Commissioner of Pen-
sions, shows that IW.S3 p-n«on certificate* were
lisued for tho calendar year 1903. which Is 23.000
more than wer« I -...I in live, and nearly 60,000
more than wjro issued In 1901. Mr. Ware expresaw
the hpse that tho work of the bureau will bebrought ux> to ditto before th« close ot tb» fiscaliasK

"NO LIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN LOST."

INSPECT MASSACHUSETTS THEATRES.
Boston, Doe. 31.— As a lesiiM ol th»» Iro«iuois The-

atre are m ChtcaSQ yesterday. Chief Rufus H.
Wail.', of tho Mssssrhnsi tta State Pottee, to-day
issued order 3ior his inspectors to make Immediate
and thorouKh in«p«-ctton of every theatre in the
cotunmr wealth outaldtt ol {ioston. The statutes
Kive no Jurl-df -tiori over Hoston. but more than a
hutidrea thtatrus aro under his sapsrvtston,

CHICAGO ENGINEERS STRIKE.
Chicago, Dec. 31.- A strike of e:i<ii}^er3 was de-
tared io-day aga&M 19 OSII buildings in Chicago.

Fuighirers have bees eallsi out at ti-.o MaassJe
Temple, tke Dcnlllsf and the B'ort Desrheni build-
lnsd. Agents of the unloti saM men would be called
out of twenty more baUtsci at once. At the
M.'i.<onl^ Temple one engineer refused to leave his
post. One obeyed union orden ana unit. The ele-
vators continued to run. The strike was ordered
apea the refusal <>i the Bsslneai Managers' Asso-
ciution to pay the scale lllllllllllfllli

—
37U cents an

hour, It was announced that the union was backed
by the Pteem l'mr»r Coun.-tl. atnl expects to shut
off the coal supply of the buiMlnsa under the union
ban.

ELIZABETH THEATRE THOUGHT SAFE.
[r.T TBU ;n.v>-:i TO TBOI TSn

Elizabeth, N. .1. Dee, ML Ossrae W. Jwsstsfi
Theatre, which bi the only one here, is considered
by the local avthot I uti saie oss>
dltlon. There sre fourteen ezHs, and tho .st.!K»>
and bones are saM to be kept bi
tlon. The dresstag rooms are some dfeMusM
tho sti

Message Tells of Escape —
His Son. Usually

with Him at Theatre, Cause of Anxiety.
••Wo an ail safe, thai nor,.-

This w»s the meswiße of "Eddie"' Foy. the
comedian, t\u25a0> bis sail sis la In In Harrison, West-
ebester County, who aro lookins: after his cottage

while his wife and rive chttdrea are in Chicago.

When ttM news el tho tire reached Harrison yes-
terday the Oleitdi ai l adsThson of th* family
crowded the co?titr» to Inquire into the details of
the lire. The visitors brought the first news of
the ffliawtmr to Mrs. For'i sistera, and for a whil^
they wi ra so eaelted thai It could not be explained
to thei . that Mr. Fey hail \u2666•soapeil.

One ol the children. "Vhari^y.." was In the habit
of going te the theatre wli| hl« father and slttinc;
in !!\u25a0»» fro!t row of the- orchestra to watch the
performance, and even after they- were assured
tl at .Mr. Foy had escaped Ike women were Rreatly
worried about the boy. It was r.ot until the tele-
Kiam arrived from rhl^apo. signed by the comedian
hims< that all were at «ase.

WORRY OVER TOYS SAFETY.

P. K. Stephenson Says Not a Life Should
Have Been lost in the Theatre Fire.

[n mmnun to the tansm I
Pittshi:r»r. Dee. 31.

—
\u25a0\u25a0 X Btfph^Tison. business

agent of the Blaster B Dders1Isegee. si rittsbtirn,
with a doses. \u25a0!\u25a0 legates te the irulldsrs* and Con-
tractors' imeUm itiCbJcaCßt December 10. •»nfleii
tii»» "BhM Beard" pprfonnance m «h<» Iroquols Th«-
atro. He at thai Urns made \u25a0 serssaaJ inspection
r>r the llisalio. nn<! to-day s;'i(i:

Ifthere h.id been tho hail hit of coolheaded-
noss thero WOttUI BOt have been any loss ol Bre.
With the many e-dt.» in the theatre, the entire audi-
ence »uld have been on the atreel Inside of fifteen
mini;'

The Fire Marshal ma!:?s the round? of the the-
atres evtn-y two weeks, and th« deputy chiefs In the
various districts act as Epc;h»l inspectors.

THEATRES HAVE MANY EXITS.
Many Brooklyn theatres nr^ fortunate in being

situated on a corner or at least In maaMssj through
to a back street. Urn M^ntauk I.ieatre. thi> iar-
tf-<st and best known ptaynoose In th^ borough,
has it'i abundance of » \its %vhii.h lead into open
passsajewaya asd oat to DeKalfe aye. in th© rear.
The stacs entraaos is oa the tetter stiest, Tkc
next largest theati Is tho Columbia, \u25a0which is on
the corner at Washli Ms] TUls'ry sts., and
runs throug'b to Adania-si There are exits leading
to all of those thoroughfares. Over in the Kust-
»>rn Dtstrtci the Amphlon is th<» leailliia piayhouae.
It seats l.tSa persons, and fci coasUsvea one of tho
f^afe^t in the bcrengh.

The Orpheum Theatre fs sit'iatrd on a corner
and runs tbrougb ia the*rear to still another •'treft.
It was built under the latee' i>ui!din? code aad is
absoluti nrtproof In every resnect. The Park
Tht-atre, tho oldest i:i the boroasjh, »is resmd-
eUed abent a year atro. so it now has a broad.
FtraiKht entnuM*, ai i many other letails th^t
would m\kf .'or tho saf<ty ol the patrons in case
of rtre were attended to.

Borne of the older and \u25a0lilTsM treatre* are n.-»r
natur.'iily s"> BsJa M the n«>wpr and la."Ber ones,
but wherem iiujuiry was BHMIa v-pterday it was
declare t.iat no provision for Urn safety of patrons
possible uri'l'T the InlIIIIXBIMCIw. \u25a0 noglected.—•

COOLHEADEDNESS SADLY NEEDED.

EQUIPMENT OF THEATRES GOOD.

At present every Brooklyn theatre is equipped
with asbi stoa curtains, which are raised and lowered
at ivory pcformance. Kv-iylocal theatre is care-
tully inspected twice each week by a man from tnis

department to see that ths cutains and other pre-
cautions arainst flre are observed. Uh--n J too*,

office two years mgo only three theatres nad ashes-
toa curtains. Now all are properly equipped m tnat
rcspi-'Ct

Section 10S of the Fulld-nK Code provide? that
oxi-t'pt for cutting additional means of exit and the

institution of pront r tire apparatus no other altera-
tions can be required In theatres that existed prior
to ISSS. We can't condemn a single old structure
that Is used for theatrical purposed because it is
not fireproof. In my opinion, the existing law
should be -<=o armnded that the Superintendent of
Buildings ia emi.ov.er. d to forbid the us« of in-
Oaramable scenery. In our older theatres the ut-

most precaution must be exercised, and it the law

was modified we could do away with several

booses that apscai to fee a menace to life.
Only three theatres have been built in Brooklyn

since the enactment of the most recent law on the
subject. Some of the old theatres, however, con-
form to the law in many particulars.

SL'PKK VISION' BY INSPECTORS.
Deputy Fire Chief Murray said:

Wn have a man detailed to attend each per-
formance at every theatre. He is required to see
that the aisles are kept clear, that tha doors or
ex.ta are unlocked, that th.- fire apparatus is in
good • orkins order, and that nobciiy smokes be-
hind th" \u25a0 ienes. So far as Ihave been able to
kcarn the?o l-pulationa have been faithfully com-
plied wjth. W« have siiß<reHted extra exits and
other tMnga that would increase the safety of th*
public, and have found the manasjers oblipinpr for
the most part They and wo learned a rood lesson
rrorn the Brooklyn theatre nre. Idon't want to
say that a catastrophe here i3an utter Impossibil-
ity, but Ican at least say that Idon't think it
probable.

Theatre and City Officials AllWork
to dlakc Houses Safe.

Officials of tho Building: Department, the Fire

Department md of the theatres in Brooklyn ex-
pressed the opinion yesterday that the Building

law and the lllfeiieailtit eS it and all the munici-
pal regulations were so much more stri?t her^

than in Chicago that the possibility of such a

tragedy as occurred there is much more remote.

There are a number <>r old irtajlmiisas in Brooklyn,

huik before the present law sjeal into effect, but

in the last few years tney have bees changed so

that some of the old dangers, have sees eliminated
so far as possible.

Superintendent of »HlWtiaW W-niiani X Calder

said that if the New-Yorl. code had teen in force

in Chicago the tire inthe Ircquols would not have
spread so rapidly. Ho added:

BROOKLYX HAD LESSOX.

He Is Asked to Refund Salary of a GL-*k
Who Performed No Service.

W-ishtnsrton. Dec. 31— The auditor for the Post-
oftii^e Department, under a decision announced to-
day, will call immediately Ml Postmaster Warneld.
e| Baltimore, to reimburse the sovernmeat torI
$0,121 pa!:! aa salary la John \V. Pettit. w \u25a0 *»*

on the leasi as dsrl and seesdMeses tn t:u- Balti-
more sestessrst The case was ssßsssssi la Mr-|
r>ri«tow's reno;t on t.. postal Investigation. Mr.
Bristow s.i;in< that l>ttit seslsnßMal no servica
arhatevaf for tiki amount paid oa tho order o'..
Geor-e W. Beavers at Washinston, wi;h the aCQUI-
IRfBH (f the postmaster. Postmaster WarflalA
hoivvvtr. says he pretested £>s;a:nst placing Pett::
on th>> r.Us. The postmaster to-day received tros
the Attorney Geasral a derision hoidins; as fol*
lows:

1 ha\i» M *ie«it:iti"n in aa'ilPwsj you that tr.
*

dnanstnvii upjiearing may be regarded aa «ho*-
in* a pr.ma facie case of liability, and aa calllajT
u;>i'n y»>.i. or, hldiwl, r«*prtring yen, tn order Hj
protect lh« pwwnintßl latinm to put t'ne boi-.u
in suit a:ui to .submit to a jury the question •;
Mr. Warfteld'a liability weon.

Tho Rovprnmer-.t will Institute suit If the po«t, I
master falld to make restitution.

ARKANSAS FOR ROOSEVELT.
Little Hock. Ark.. Dee. Sl.—The Republican 9ia*B

Central Committee to-day called a State orvrerM
tion at LJttle Rock on May i». a resolution. »fg|
trodQced ej Ges«ral Powell Clayton an-.':\is3ail;-*a
to .\W-\io\" ituiv>r-iiiiy President lioonev^lt \u25a0"H
unanimously adopted.

GEORGIA PLEDGES SUPPORT.

Atlanta. Dec. ol.—The Republican State C^jS
mittee to-day aahcltd this ettj M ths nexrpfc"*j|
of holding the State convention, and naa *'£]
March 23. ID»>4. as the date for meetinff. T;Mjji
committee indorsei! the administration of re~J
dent BnneriTilt aaid pledged him its support t*S
tht> Presidential nomination.

FRENCH PLAY BY HARVARD stud£NT jQ
TTw». annual r>lay eriv.-n at Christmas tim*

the Cercle Francaise of Harvard I'r.iversity
•

bo produced soon. The play is in French, andw^B
BS given in Cambridge. Huston and N«W-ToA Wst

The selection this >ear la "Le Barbier de evl"^«
with the following persons In

1

the cast: VT.il
Shohl. "06; J. V. ltlanchet. C5: P. G. Henderson. \u25a0
O. I*sftUisj '05; K. H. Gibson. 'M;M. Wertheim. S
a I.. BvtNtdr, '07; A. F. Hurlhurt. 07; L. B.j^M
lnson, -07: M. C. H. L. .V. Bernard. R. M. AJ«>»aaa|
\u25a001: \\". r'l-. \u25a0'.". ''SSL'

The Cercle Francaise was established some J"j
a<o by James H Hyde, its object < .'\u25a0*«\u25a0\u25a0
propagate the love of tS-ench In Harvaxo^_"| j
verslty. and tho annual pinyi3onry on* ••J
means taken to effect this purpose. '—'••«\u25a0
lectures, studies, etc., throughout the entire mi
t^rm. but the play is tho one time in whir-
tetudenu air their French SSJBSM society. :

Terms of the Issue Announced by the In-
sular Bureau.

Washington. Dec. \u25a0.'-CMsasJ Clarence R. Ed-
wards, chief nf the Insular Purtau of tha Wa: De-
rsirtment. to-day marie public circulars calliiyr for
subscriptions for J7.*>o<».o>»> Philippine lanrt purohaaa
bonds, the BSBSSeSB el which are to be applied t»
the psvesssn nf the MSCB lands. The bonds wt'.l
be registered in denominations of from {2,000 to
Jlo,o>\> dat<»fl February 1. I'jO4, bearmg 4 per cent,

interest, payable at th<» United States Treasury ii.

United States srold coin. The seSBSI w!!l run from
ten to thirty MM and be fr»e from all forma
of taxation eUh^r in the Phiiipptr.ps or In ttij
United States. Subs riptions wi.l be payaMo atthi» New-York Sub-Trea.'ury. where tile bonds wiU
be delivered. The circular recites that these besjsa:
will be accepted by the Secretary of the Treasury
at par as security for the deposit of public muney.
should further deposits be made, and may be sub-
stituted for United Stares gold bonds now held as
security for addi::or.al circulation whenever in the
Juda-meet of Urn S--.vi.irv of the Trt>.L»ury It Is
desirable to stimulate an increase in n*;ionai
bank Lreulatlon.

Bkli will se received until 3 pm. January 11.Tney must he accompanied by certified cheeks {«*
2 per cent, of th* bi<l. They will be dellveri Feb-ruary 1. T'.e bids will be received at the Insular
Itureau.

HOLDS POSTMASTER WASFIELD LIABLE

BIDS ASKED FOR FRIARS' LANDBONDS

Report About Danish. West Indies Discred-
ited by the State Department.

Washington, Dec 31.
—

Information has reached
WasMasjesn to the effect that Germany 1s mak-
ing a quiet but determined effort to secure pos-
sesslon of a coaling station at St. Thomas, on >

>j{ the Danish Weat India islands. The new.i

cesses in a manner that requires further con-
firmation before offlclaJ notice can be taken of it.
and as such rumors have not been infrequent
in recent years, and generally proved to be
grour;d>«s. tbe State Department is disposed to.

move .vith the greatest circumspection. A* 881
United States government has offered a> fair
price for Urn Danish Waal India Islands

—
a pric**

whiih the executive branch of the Dunlah yov-
enusaeat consented to sl«jlby the signature
of a treaty, even though the latter was rejected
by the Danish Kigsciad—it is the feeling here
that the marter has gone tco far to> allow any
third party to essss Iwnim the United Btate«
and Denmark in this transaction. In otiier
words. Denmark i3expected to sell tho l3lanu3
to the United States or to retain them.

GERMANY SEEKING COALING STATION .'

Decision Soon To Ec Reached by Venez-
ncia's Highest Court.

Washington, Dec. 31.
—

Advices received her*
from Caracas indicate that the long standing
is.su'? In Venezuela arising from the conlllcttr^
claims to the great asphalt lakes there oof th*
New-York and Bermudez Company and th^s

Warr.er-Quinlan syndicate is about to be settled
at last by judicial decision. It la announced
that the Venezuelan Federal Court, the tribunal
cf last rescrt. will take up this ca?e immediately
and reach a decision by January -O.

Treasury Receipts Exceeded Ex-
penditures by Xearly -$10,500,000.
Washington, Dec. 31.

—
The forthconiay

monthly statement of tho government recelpa
and expenditures v.lllshow the total receipts for
December. 11/03. to be about $42,747,532 and rie
expenditures $.T_\ 4.M5,000. leaving a surplus Or
the month of 9Hfc?MkJG3& The surplus for the
six months of Utt present tlscal year wttl si
about $BL433ieBX

TO SETTLE ASPHALT CONTHOVEBST.

SURPLUS IX DECEMBER.

Mr, Payne Will Bring the Suhject
to the Attention of ( mgres*.

Washington,
-

D»c. 31.—Postmaster Ce:ieral
Payne in his annual report will call the atten-
tion of Congress to the necessity of additional
postoffice bui!din.;rs in New-York City, and for
an additional building in thia city to qrartar
branches of- the Postornce Department. Mr.
Payne will call attention to the recommenda-
tions rr.arie by the commission, consisting of
hlmseif. the Attorney General and the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, last fall, when the ac-
ceptance of the Pennsylvania Railroads off^r zi
a site on its new terminal station an-i the erec-
tion of a postofflce building on a Bit's directly
over the underground system of traolcs of the
New- York Central to take th- place of tha pres-
ent Postofflce Station H. near the Grand Cantrai
Station, were urged. Congress failed to act oa
the bill? Introduced for this purpose. The Post,

master General will point to th •
great conges-

tion in the mail service In New- York, anj urg»
legislation carrying into effect the coinmissloa's
recommendations. The department in Washing-
ton is badly crowded, and the Postmaster Gen-
era! will ur; Congress to authorise the pur-
chase of the block immediately south of the
present department building to accommoda.t
those portions of the department which, bow
occupy private buildings at high rentals.

NEW POSTOFFICE HERE.
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DISAGREE WITH STLRGIS.

PANIC FEARED, HOWEVER.

"The Chi ago theatre Jive is an awful shock to
me," said Co;m::i?is!oner Hayes yesterday to a
Tribune reporter. "Itbrings the responsibilities

of my new office before me in a way that tries
my ner\-es to the utmost. Iwould not have one

All Theatres in City Worth Less
than One Life,He Says.

Nicholas J. Hayes, who willsucceed Fire Com-
missioner Bturgta to-dny, yesterday had a con-
ference with two Supreme Court justice?, per-
sonal friends, with reference to the legality of
the action of the Fire Department ifit should
attempt to prevent the theatrical managers
from allowing the aisles nnd vacant spaces back
of the seats in playhouses to be occupied by
upectalors. ItIs altogether probable that one of
the flrat ft.->^>s of Commissioner Hayes's admln-
lstrailon will be to reopen the fight begun by
Commissioner S^urpls to compel the managers
to stop admitting persons after the houses are
reasonably full.

HAVES TO FIGHT.

From tho time, the foundations were Hid until
the walls were up and the building practically com-
pleted a photograph of the building as it was being
btlilt was taken about once in two weeks, ami
these photographs wore sent to the Fuller com-
pany's onV© in this city. With these photographs

Paul Starrett Tells of Theatre's
High Class Construction.

Fire—Local—With cut
Paul Starrett, vice-president and general man-

ager of the George A. Fuller Company, a subsidiary
concern of the United States Raalty and Construc-
tion Company, was much r.ffected yesterday over
the reports of the Chicago theatre flre. It was the
Fuller company which erected the theatre from
plans drawn by B. H. Marshall. Mr. Starrett and
many other hich officials of the construction com-
pany were firmly of the opinion that it was OSM
Of tho b^st theatre bulMlngs which their company
or any ether building company ever erected in this
country. W. A. Merrlman supervised its erection
for the Fuller company.

EXITFOR EVERY HUNDRED

The theatres or this city are under the super-
vision of the Buildings Department, the Fire
I>nartment and the Police Department. If
ibere Is any violation of the flre ordinances or
the BuildlnßS Code, the Police 1Department

."withholds the theatre's license. Plans for a
•theatre, arr-ording to mangers and officials of
the Building*Department alike, are scrutinized
more carefully than t.r.y other plans; every
point Is taken into consideration. Sooner than
take any chances of disaster. th*» officials would
reject the whole plans. That is on the authority
Df Oscar Hammerstein. builder of nine theatres,
who testtflrrd ruefully to the stri mess of every
Buildinps Superintendent with whom he had
ever dealt, save one.

The code as it stands to-day requires an as-
bestos curtain, running in a elx-lnch Irongroove
to prevent any bellyln-g or sticking. This is held
by thin cords. In which are fusible metal links,
Bo that heat would cause the curtain to drop or
the slig-htest i-ffort would break the cords. The
proscenium material must be f -?proof in fact,
nil of every theatre over thirty-five feet high
must be fireproof. There must 'be four emer-
Kency exits, not less than five feet wide on each
tier of th« theatre. These emergency exits must
Iopen Into open courts not less than elg-ht feet
f Wide, which connect with the street by corridors
not less than three feet in width. Each theatre
Beating three hundred persons must have two
exits not less than three f-sct wide, besides the
emergency exits. Theatres seating five hundred
must have three exile, not less than five feet
Wide, besides the emergency exits, whil for every
tme hundred persons additional reatlng capacity

there must be an aggregate cf twenty inches
added to the w:dth of the exits. There must be
pep&rata exits from each g-all<?ry or balcony.

I SEPARATE FIRE ALARMS.
Ptalrvvays tr. accommodate fifty r>eople must

t>e at least four feet wide, while for each addi-
tional fiftypeople to be accommodated six Inches
must be r.dded. There must be alleys along the
Bldea of the theatres, with proper flre escapes
Crorn the auditorium and dressing rooms. There
rm,?t be star*dpip<?B, with hose ettached. be-
hind the ecene. There Is a special alarm box
In each theaire, entirely separate from the city's
fire tJarcn eystem. There muet be an arrange-
ment for flooding; the stage Ineach theatre, be-
eldes the regular flre extinguishers and axes and
•hooks. Then a flrerrm Is stationed In each thea-
tre for each performance, from before the cur-
tain goes up until the last lightIs out. Special
Inspectors from the Fire Department, the Build-
ings Department and the Police Depertment
znxJce rounds at irregular intervals.

Buch is the routine thoroughly lived up to.
*JTet Commissioner Sturgia cays that three-quar-
ters of the theatres are unsafe, because they
trere built when It was permitted to disregard
violations of the Buildings Code or because they
are old theatres or converted building*, but
chiefly because the manajrrrs allow standing In
the t:pac« behind the orchestra.

"Theatres are built nowadays on the maxi-
mum limit of seating capacity," he eaid yester-
Cay. "The exit space is calculated on that max-
imum limit as a minimum. Anything which
rennitF the loading of such a house with 50 per
eeot more people Is a crime. It's like forcing
J;lckle» Into a bottle with a narrow

—
you

know how easr Jt is to get them out. This de-
partment can only bring suit, and the Corpora-
tion Counsel has obtained numerous convic-
tions. Still, the penalty Ik only a fine of £."50. po
the managers are well satisfied to pay that and
make several hundred. We enforce the keeping
open of aisles and exits, fiom the roof to the
floor, if we have to batter open the doors with
axes."

Oscar Haißmersteln formed a fir*brigade at
th« "Victoria Theatre yesterday which will
doubtless prove as great an attraction for awhiletJi the rest of the show. He hired eight retiredfiremen, five of whom will be in the audience.the rest on the «age. Th<*y v.IH wear white unl-
?°r!nVT i^P*,bearlns th*Inscription. "Vic-
toria Flre Brigade." Mr. Harnmerateln drilled
thtm yesterday afternoon, and when he had re-covered sufficiently to eat last night he declaredthat he thought they'd be equal to any emer-tTsncy.

ICEWKR. THEATRES CALLED SAFE.
Among the newest theatre* the Hudson an*

the Lyceum are built In accordance with the
nu».t moO*m ideaE. and an Inspection of their\u25a0yateana r*protection enows that great care hasb*«n taken for safety. Henry B. Harris, mana-
KW of th* Hudson, last right pointed out the•xtraordJoarUy wide lobby, which leads directly
Into th« rear of th* house, without a, curve or a
n*rrowlnr. Ther. are no «oors between it andthetheatre proper, and the spa -e between the

ZTnT ,T v
he rear

—
lt

-
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GROUND FLOOR FLAM OF THIS IROQI'OIS
THEATRE.


