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DISAGREE WITH STURGIS.

PANIC FEARED, HOWEVER.

Managers and Building Department
Call Local Theatres Safe.

In the opinion of Fire Commissioner Sturgis,
who spoke carefuily, declaring that he was not
by any means an alarmist, three-quarters of the
theatres of this city are unsafe.
of theatre managers, unanimous on this ques-
tion; ex-Fire Chief Croker, Chief Kruger and
Mr. Thompson, Superintendent of Buildings,
nothing like the Chicago fire could possibly oc-
wour here. Some of the managerse did make slight
sllowances for panic, but from one end of
Broadway to the other, and over in the Bowery
theatres, usually regarded as firetraps, there
was one strain—"it could not happen here, the
official reguiations are so sirict; the theatres
hiere gre safer then anywhere in the country.”

Panic aw=ide, abundant provision is made for
the speedy and comfortable emptying of almost
every theatre, Some go far shead of the legal
requirements. That these praecautions would be
effectlve in a panic, however, 18 g questioned
Point. The element of panic is the unknown
qQuantity which did not enter into the calcula-
tions for the plans and specifications filed in the
Department of Buildings; the inspectors do not
foretell what a thousand or fifteen hundred
people will do, mad with fear.

That the public, in spite of this, is appre-
hensive was notably shown last night by the
metivity of the speculators. In front of almost
every theatre they stood, their hands filled with
ftickets which had been sacrificed by the timor-
ous. All the managers reported good business
Jast night; their houses were all sold out and
snost of them were full. The advance sales were
Bight, however, which shows the effect of the
Chicago horror, as the houses were sold out for
Sast night almost a week ago. Good seats for
Ro-night and to-morrow night could be easily
sbtained at almost any theatre last night.

FEW HOUSES SELL STANDING ROOM.

In the face of the great Iriquols Theatre dige

meter, however, there was more scurrying
pround of managers yesterday and examination
¥nto the merits of fire appliances than would
erdinarily occur in a year. Of all the theatres
‘there were only four selling standing room—the
Bavoy, the New-Amsterdam, the Herald Squars
end the Metropolitan Opera House. In Weber
& Fields's there were seven persons standing.
The Metropolitan, however, was filled with a
wast throng, worse than at last week’'s perform-
nnoe.
The theatres of this city are under the super-
wision of the Buildings Department, the Fire
Department and the Police Department. 1f
there is any violation of the fire ordinances or
‘the Buildings Code, the Police »Department
mwithholds the theatre’'s license. Plans for a
theatre, according to mangers and officlals of
the Buildings Department alike, are scrutinized
more carefully than any other plans; every
point is taken into conslderation. Sooner than
take any chances of disaster, the officials would
reject the whole plans. That is on the authority
©f Oscar Hammerstein, builder of nine theatres,
who testifled ruefully to the strictness of every
Bulldings Superintendent with whom he had
ever dealt, save one.

The code as it stands to-day requires an as-
bestos curtain, running in & six-inch iron groove
to prevent any bellying or sticking. This is held
by thin cords, in which are fusible metal links,
#0 that heat would cause the curtain to drop or
the slightest effort would break the cords. The
proscenium material must be 7 “2proof——in fact,
®mll of every theatre over thiriy-five feet high
must be fireproof. There must be four emer-
gency exits, not less than five feet wide on each
tier of the theatre. These emergency exits must

open into open courts not less than eight feet
wide, which connect with the street Ly corridors
not less than three feet In width. Each theatre
seating three hundred persons must have two
ex!ts not less than three feet wide, besides the

emergency exits. Theatres seating five hundred
must have three exite, not less than five feet

wide, besides the emergency exits, whil for every
pne hundred persons additional seating capacity
there must be an eggregate of twenty inches
pdded to the width of the exits. There must be
peparats exits from each gallery or balcony.,

N SEPARATE FIRE ALARMS,

Stairways to accommodate fifty people must
be at least four feet wide, while for each addi-
Ponal Aifty people to be aecommodated six inches
must be added. There must be alleys along the
sides of the theatres, with proper fire escapes
grom the auditorium and dressing rooms. There
must be standpipes, with hose attached, be-
bind the scene. There §s a special alarm box
in each theatre, entirely geparate from the city’s
fire alarm system. There must be an arrange-
ment for flooding the stage In each theatre, be-
gides the regular fire extinguishers and axes and
Books. Then a firemn is stationed in each thea-
tre for each performance, from before the cur-
fain goes up until the last light is out. Spectal
Enspectors from the Fire Department, the Build-
ings Department and the Police Depertment
mzke rounds at irregular intervals.

Buch is the routine thoroughly lived up to.
Yot Commissioner Sturgis says that three-quar-
tters of the theetres are unsafe, because they
nvere built when it was permitted to disregard
wiolations of the Buildings Code or because they
are old theatres or converted buildings, but
chiefly because the managers allow standing in
the space behind the orchestra.

“Theatres are bullt nowadays on the maxi-
mum limit of seating capacity,” he said yester-
@ay. “The exit epace is calculated on that max-
fmum lmit &s a minimum. Anything which
permits the loading of such a house with 50 per
cent more people is a crime. It's like forcing
Pickles into a bottle with a narrow neck—youn
know how easy it is to get them out. This de-
partment can only bring suft, and the Corpora-
tlon Counsel has obtained numerous convic-
tions. Still, the penalty 1& only a fine of £50, =0
the menagers are well satisfied to pay that and
make several hundred. We enforce the keeping
open of alsles and exits, fiom the roof to the
M...K we have 1o batter open the doors with

Oscar Hammersteln formed a fire brigade at
the Viectoria e'!'heatre yesterday which will

Prove as great an attraction for awhile
&3 the rest of the show. He hired elght retired

Hammerstein drilled
ternoortx, l:ltd v’r.r’:nhhe had re-
ea night he declared
they'd be equal to any emer-

NEWER THREATRES CALLED BAFE.

Among the newest theatres the Hudson and
the Lyceum mre buflt in accordance with the
.n-.‘-nﬂcu.aldnlmmu(n of their
”dmummttnnunhu
been taken for safety. Henry B. Harris, mana-
"ﬂum.hltmt pointed out the
mwu&.mmmv

of the house, without & curve or a

theatrs proper, and
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In the opinion |

the auditorfum. On the roof are tanks, which
in case of fire would pour a perfect deluge of |
water into every nook and corner of the house, |
The older Criterfon Theatre is another of those |
corner theatres, which thus has access on two
sides directly to the street. In addition Mr.
Phelps, the manager, pointed out that there are
additional exits from both balconies into the |

New-York Theatre, making exits from lh!‘(éi
sides. Of course, this means that the New- |
York Theatre is similarly equipped. The New- |

Amsterdam, another new theaire, at first might
seem, from its bottle entrance cn Forty-second-
st., to be less adequately equipped. But in re-
ality the theatre has one whoie side on Forty-
| first-st.,, and fire escapes and fire exits cover !
! that whole side of the building, as well as the
{ back wall which faces toward Broadway.

The Casino, which has an auditorfum up one |
| flight of stalrs, Is, however, on a corner, and |
| from every window flre escapes lead down to the |
{ ground, while there is an extra flight of stalrs
for use in an emergency and a wide space at
the back to mitigate against a crush. The new |
Emplre, also, is really a corner theatre, with |
numerous exits to the street and to the office |
building in front. The construction is all of
steel and very heavy inflammable material.

KLAW TAKES OPTIMISTIC VIEW, ‘
|
|

Marc Klaw, of the firm of Klaw & FErlanger,
part owners of the burned theatre and proprie- |
tors of “Mr. Blue Beard,” was seen last night |
at his office in the Knickerbocker Theatre Build-
ing. Mr. Klaw said that there seemed to him
no reason to suppose that the Chicago horror
would affect theatrical business, Accidents from
fireworks, he said, and the sinking of ocean
liners had not stopped firework exhibltions or
affected transatlantlc travel. He said the proof
of this was in the uttendance at the theatres
in the evening. He declared:

The reports from Chicago are in most respects
exaggerated. I heard by ’'phone to-night that
the damage to the theatre was not nearly so
much as reported, for instance, and that Miss
Annabelle Whitford, of the “Biue Beard” com-
pany, has not been injured. There seems to be
an opinion that Miss Nellle Reed, one of the
aerial ballet, is dead., but I cannot understand
how that can be possible. I know that the Iro-
quois Theatre was as near fireproof as it is pos-
sible to make a building, and that every pre-
caution was taken that could be taken. The
asbestos curtain did not fail to work because of
interference from the wires used Iin the aerial
bellet; that would be impossible. In Chicago the
asbestos curtains run on wires, and the draught
evidently bellled the curtain like a sail and
caused it to stick. That could not happen here,
where the curtains run in grooves.

When asked about the loss to his firm by the
fire Mr. Klaw sald:

We have not given that much thought yet; our
own loss sinks into insignificance in the face of
the tragedy to others. Of course, we have suf- |
fered. Mr. Sykes's death, the loss of the “Blue |
Beard” production, and finally the loss of the |
theatre, preventing the Chicago engagement of
“Ben Hur,” means much loss, not only to us,
but to the hundreds of players, who are thus
thrown out of work. But for ourselves we have |
not thought much yet, as I have said.

SUPERINTENDENT THOMPSON'S VIEWS.

Hernry S. Thompson, the retiring Superintend-
ent of Bulldings, said that judging from the ac-
count, ro far pubilshed, of the Chicago fire, the |
trouble appeared to be due in the first place to |
the fact that the theatre was opened before it |
was completed. It certainly should not have
been opened until the flre escapes were com-
pleted, he declared. As regards asbestos cur- |
tains, he said that inspectors from the Bureau
of Buildings are accustomed to examine such |
curtnt_ns almost every day in every theatre in
the city with reference to their working and
condition.

After the fire had galned some headway, he
pointed out, the theatre was in total darkness,
which doubtless added to the panic. This, he
thought, could hardly occur in a2 New-York |
theatre under the new rule established in this
city which requires a red light for every exit,
and these lights are on an entirely separate
circuit. Another regulation which Mr. Thomp-
son has himself established requires that overy-
thing in the vicinity of a calcium or other pows-
erful lights shall be absolutely fireproof. Ac-
cording to the accounts, the Iroquols Theatrs
fire started from such a light. Mr. Thompsor |
recently established a rule that if any wood-
work 18 used In the vicinity of such a light it
maust be covered with tin or tron, and the ladder |
reaching 10 the platform must he of {ron.

ANOTHER CONFIDENT MANAGER.

Charles Burnham, manager of Wallack’s The- ’
atre, declared last night that he thought his
theatre was ons of the safest in the world. The |
entire orchestra opens into the street, while the
galleries have exits into a large foyer, which, in
turn, through broad stairways, empties into
Broadway and Thirtieth-st. Besides this, tha
galleries can be emptied entirely onto the roof
over the main entrance, where there is a gpace
twenty-five feet wide and more than a hundred |
feet long, only one story from the ground, left
because the building was never rompleted.
From that escape would be easy to two streets,
he declared. This would never be changed, Mr,
Burnham said, while Wallack's remained a the-
atre. Then, too, there wera all the required ap-
pliances, and, besides, there were no gas or
boilers for heating in the place, |

Alf Hayman, manager for (harles Frohman,
deciared emphatically that no repetition of the
Chioago fire could ever happen here. The rules
were etrictly enforced, he said, and they were
stricter rules than in any other city. For the
Herald Square, he said he inspected his fire ap-
paratus every day, and that electric lights did
away with the gas tanks for the calelum effects.
He also pointed to wide doors, emptying into
two streets, and a wide separate balcony en-
trance,

Wiilam Wood, manager of the RBroadway |
Theatre, sald that his theatre was thoroughly
equipped with every modern device for any
emergency, and had exits into three streets—
Broadway, Seventh-ave, and Forty-first-st.—
besides a firg alley from Seventh-ave. to Broad-
way, forty-seven exits im all.

Oscar Hammersteln had a novel theory. “1
keep out the ochildren,” sald he. “Men anq |
women can care for themselves, but they grow
mad when they have their children with them.
So I've never let any children into my theatres.”
He Qdoes not neglect any other precautions as to
fire danger, however, and said he has always
provided more exit space in the various theatres
he has bullt than the law required.

At the Metropolitan Opera House thera s a
fire brigade among the employes, seventy-five

members of which are on the stage at eve
perﬂrmance, Ernest Goeriitz esaid yestr:rda:',.
The house was fully provided with exits. he
#aid; eleven from the orchestra alone. The exits
emptied into Broadway, Fortieth-st. and Forty-
first-st., with a large emergency exit through
the back of the house into Beventh-ave,

Speaking of the Chicago theatre fire, Dr.
Josiah Strong, president of the American Insti-
tute of Soclal Service, sald yesterday that if the
failure of the ashestos curtain to fall caused the
disaster, it lald a new emphasis on the reces-
sity of using the Lest possible gafety appliances.
He pointed to the value of properly equipped
museums of security.

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR LOW.

Mayor Low sent the following telegram yester-
day to Mayor Harrison:

The city of New-York and all our people send
heartfeit sympathy to Chicago, and especially to
those so sorely afllicted by yesterday’s calamity.

When asked if he belleved it poesible for the
Chicago accldent to be repeated here, he said:
“My knowledge of the New-York theatres is so
limited that I am afraid I had better not ex-
press any opinion. 1t is a very ead affair. All
the world will sympathize with Chicago. I hope
we will profit by the lesson.”

Ex-Fire Chief Croker said yesterday that from
his experience he felt sure there was no danger
from fire in New-York theatres, saylng Chicego
was far behind New-York in requirements for
safety in the theatres. The massing in the bal-
conies, he sald, showed that the exits there were
not properly arranged.

Contrary to the usual supposition, the Bowery
theatres are not unprovided with modern ap-
pliances. The Windsor, the Thalla and Miner's
Bowery Theatre all have the appliances re-
quired and comply with the Bulldings Depart-
ment regulations and inspection, The Thalla, a

b , 0ld and rather rickety, has an
abundance of exits. It is next to the Atlantic
Garden, and is owned by the same people.
There are exits from the Thalia to the roof of
the Atlantic Garden, with special doors, and
others “lox:ta El!u.bewpt.l‘:l-ﬂ.i t:t the t:m t’{he Wind-
sor, eq w exits at the side of
the theatre

into the hotel, and through a corri-
dor into the street,

| attempt

{ Tribune reporter.

| law,

HAYES TO FIGHT. -

All Theatres in City Worth Less
than One Life, He Says.

Nicholas J. Hayes, who will succeed Fire Com-
missioner Sturgls to-day, yesterday had a con-
ference with two Supreme Court justices, per-
sonal friends, with reference to the legality of
the action of the Fire Department if it should
to prevent the theatrical managers
from allowing the alsles and vacant spaces back
of the seats in playhouses to be occupied by
sgpectators. It is altogether probable that one of
the first steps of Commissioner Hayes's admin-
{stration will be to reopen the fight begun by
Commissioner Sturgis to compel the managers
to stop admitting persons after the hcuses are

| reasonabiy full,

““The Chicago theatre fire 1s an awful shock to
me,” =aid Coinmisgloner Hayes yesterday to a

my nerves to the utmost.

“It brings the responsibilities |
of my new office before me in a way that tries |
I would not have one |

EXITFOR EVERY HUNDRED

Paul Starrett Tells of Theatre's
High Class Construction.

Fire—Local—With cut.. .. «. ...

Paul Starrett, vice-president and general man-
ager of the George A. Fuller Company, a subsidiary
conecgrn of the United States Realty and Construe-
tion Company, was much affected yesterdey over
the reports of the Chicago theatre fire. It was the
Fuller company which erected the theatre from
plans drawn by B. H. Marshall. Mr. Starrett and
many other high officials of the construction com-
pany were firmly of the opinion that it was one
of the best theatre buildings which their company
or any cther building company ever erected in this
country. W. A. Merriman supervised its erection
for the Fuller company.

From the time the foundations were lald until
the walls were up and the building practically com-
pleted a photograph of the building as it was being
built was taken about once In two weeks, and
these photographs were sent to the Fuller com-
pany’s office in this city. With these photographs
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human life needlessly lost for all the theatres in
New-York. It is not an easy thing to say just
what ought to be done to prevent fires and
panics in theatres. The charter describes the
duties of the Fire Commissicner. We can allow
not more than two firemen at each theatre.
Probably there Is as much darger from panic as
from fire. The disaster In Chicago seems to
have been due as much from panic as from
actual danger from fire. If the asbestos curtain
had worked properly the loss of life doubtless
would have Dbeen much less, Commissioner
Sturgls attempted to abolish the practice of
crowding the rear portions o playhouses. The
General Term gave a decislon against him.
Since then nothing has heen done to prevent
people from standing up in the rear of the the-
atres, The calamity in Chicago is likely to make
a good deal of sentiment in favor of gr':zu(:r pre-
cautions being taken than ever before. Until 1
have had a chance to glve the suhj-.-cs_ a close
study I cannot say what I intend to do.

Mr. Hayes had a talk yesterday with ex-Flre
Chief Edward F. Croker at the City Hall When
Mr. Croker went away he eaid that he had
merely called to pay his respects to the new
Commissioner.

SAY HOUSES ARE SAFE.
Fire Chiet John Conway, of Jersey City, sald yes-
terday that he did not belle@y that a repetition of
the Iroquois Theatre horror w »uld be possible in

| that city. The city ordinances require that a flre-

man and policeman shall be on duty in every the-
atre whenever a performance is in progress. This
the chinf sald, is strictly enforced. Each
bullding 1s provided with two portable fire ex-
tingulshers, always ready for use, Enough hose Is
also on hand to reach the nearest fire hydrant,
The placing of seats in the wisles s strictly for-
bidden.

Harry Hogan, manager of the Bijou Theatre, sald
the housa was provided with nine exits, and could
be emptied, even when crowded, in less than ten
minutes. There are hose lines all over the house,
and tha attaches are thoroughly instructed in a
fire drill. Thomas [. Dinking, manager of the

| Bon Ton Theatre, sa!d his house was provided with

fire appliances and an asbestos curtain. They also
I. There are two exits, one for the
gallery and tite other for the lower part of the
house. This latter embraces the whole front of the
building.

Frank Henderson, manager of tha Academy of
Musie, said thers were fire appliances in the house,
an ashestos curtain, and that a fire arill was main-
talned among the attaches=. Hesldes the main exit,
which embraces the entirg front of the house,
there are separate exits for the balcony and gal-
, and specinl exits in one side of the theatre
ng into the couriyard attached to the Arling-
flathouses, which can be opened in casa of

of Police Murphy sai@ that, in his opinion,
there was no danger from fire in any of the thea-
tres named, which are the oniy ones in the city,

et weman?

MAXWELL WARNS SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

To Hold Conference to Make Fire Drills
More Effective.

Clty Supe r1x;trndﬂ’r‘.t Maxwell, as a result of the
Chicago disaster, fssued speolal fire instructlons
yesterday afterncon to the district superintendents
and prineipals of Superintendent Max-
well's letter follows:

echools.

The terrible theatre fire in Chicago has its les-
sons for all who have any responsibility for the

protection of life, It especially comes home to us
who are responsible several hours a day for the
lives of hundreds of thousands of children. I write
to ask you, therefore, to take every possible pre-

caution to make the fire drills or rapid dismissals
in your schools, rejuired by law and by the by-
laws of the Board of Education, as perfect as pos-

sible. Every teacher should know” his or her
duties in case of alarm, the signals should be |
clearly understood, -and practice should be given

with sutficient frequen to insure swiftness and
safety fn exit. 1 have invited the following prin-
ecipals to meeot with me on Tuesday, January 3,
1904, at 3:30 p. m., to discuss measures to make the
fire drills in the public schools even more effective:

Burtis C. Magle, Almon G. Merwin, Edward A.
Page, Chanuing Stebbing, Henry E. Jenkins and
i#==2c3 Kmma L. Johnston and Helen Stein,

isses

The greatest danger from panic exists in those
buildings in which there are two distinet school
organizations. In sguch cases the two principals
should have a perfect understandin
ments
order is enforced.

1 am happy to say that in every case of alarm of
fire that has occurred In the schoels during the last
few years the existing fire drills have proved effect-
fve, the teachers have behaved with coolness and
courags, and In not a single instance, even when
two thousand children were collected under one
roof, have the puplls becn thrown into panic. It is
our duty, nevertheless, to make our fire drills more
perfect than they are, If that is possible. :

e+ e e .

NEW-ROCHELLE THEATRE SAFE.

The largest theatre in Westchester County ig the
one huilt recently in New-Rochelle by -the Knights
of Columbus. It cost $55,000, and has a seating ca-
pacity of about elghteen hundred. The assistant
manager, “Denny” O'Connor, sald to-night that
he considered the building absclutely safe, adding:

We have five exits in all, and iron stairways lead-
ing from the balcony and galleries to the ground
on the outside of the building. The theatre Is also
equipped with an asbestos curtain, which works
so smoothly that it can be lowered very quickly
by one man using one hand.

Thers will be a thorough inspection of fire hose

undktho curtain before the doors are opened next
week.
—e el

SISTERS CALMLY PUT OUT FIRE.

Twenty S8isters of Charity, occupying the four
story brick house at No. 154 Waverley Place, were
awakened from sleep early yesterday morning by
a fire which started in the cellar. All remained
calm and a bucket brigade was formed, and when
the firemen arrived the flames had been extin-
guished b{ the Sisters. Sister Folka was
awakened by the smell of smoke. She quietly sum-
moned a pollceman, and then awoke the other
Sisters, telling them not te be afraidfi ere was
no excitement. The fire was small,

e e— e ——

SYMPATHY OF GOVERNOR YATES.

Bpringfleld, Til, Deec. 3l.—Governor Yates to-day
egent the following telegram to Mayor Harrison:

The great calamity which has come upon your
city has excited the profound grief of tﬁg ex,;tlro
State, and therefore I hasten to tender to your
community and to the hundreds of familles deso-
lated by this catastrophe the heartfelt sympathy

¢f the whole people,

’

as to arrange- |
District superintendents will see that this |
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF THE IROQUOIS
THEATRE.

and reports from Mr. Merriman the officials of the
company had an accurate idea of how the work
was being done.

Yesterday Mr. Starrett sald he could not under-
stand how such a catastrophe had happened iIn the
theatre, unless from an explosion of gaseous
lquids or gas tanks, or from a fire which quickly
burned a large quantity of inflammable matertal at
i time when the exits were barred.

w The calamity,” he sald, “may be likened to a
fira or an explosion within a large stove, it seems
to me. There 18 no doubt in my mind that the
building proper was almost absolutely fireproof.
By the building proper, I mean the walls, the
stalrs, the cellings, the roof and the stage-every-
| thing not counted as scenery or drapery, or used
{ In the lllumination of the house. The only wood
used was in the facings of the stairs and in the
floors. The Fuller company had nothing to do with
the grection of the fireproof curtain or any curtain.
It simply erected the building, and the furnishing
wias done by other persons. When an inspection
of the building is made by the fire authorities of
Chicago, I feel certain that their report will be
that the fire did very little damage, If any, to the
bullding itself. According to reports, the fire es
capes on the building were not fully In place, and
many of the exit doors were locki'd).' I ecannot un-
derstarm® how the Fire Department officials could

h..x\'.\ glven permission to open the theatre without
the fire escapes being ready for use. And why any

one should lock the exit doors i3 inexpilcable. A
study of the pians of the theatre will show that the
{ theatre had many and ‘commeodious exits, and the
rrw_'.vr of the building., which could be easily and

quickly reached from any part of the bullding,

was practically a distinet buillding, and should have

been a safe refuge, it would seem, to all those who

| could reach ft."*

| Several persons experienced in the bullding 1line
yesterday took up the plans of the building and

tried to see If any of «ue lines of exits converged.

| They could find none. unless persons seated be-
tween varlous afsles tried to get out of the theatre
by running up the aisle toward the wall back of the

ecils, those on the right aisle running toward the
. left and those on, the letft aisio running toward the
right. The peopls might then meet in the centre
of the thcatre bac of the last row of seats, and
might not see in their frenzy that they had run
I y from the exits. With every seat occupied
: re “iusl an oxllt for M'.'e{r_\' sixty-six persons in the
dress clrele, and an exi or ev: 3
g P ’ ery sixty-six persons
The seating capacity of the orchestra w
thousand, and for each one hundred pers%:uon:r;
exit had been bullt.

ON GUARD FOR THEATRE FIRES.

Mayor Has Conference with Officials and Or-
ders Extra Precautions,

Mayor Doremus of Newnrk vesterday ordered an
| Investigation of the condition of the thea-

tres of the city In view of the great thea-
tre disaster in Chicago. When the Mayor reached
his office in the morning he sent for President
Theodore C. E. Blanchard of the Fire Dep:\f!'meht
Board and held a conference with him, The
Mayor was assured that all precautions wera teken
by the department in view of fires and panics in
theatres,

The system fs for a fireman to be stationed in
each theatre to kesp the alsles clear and to call
on the police if the management obstructs them
When the performance beging tha fireman .

goes
behind the scenes and stands ready with an ex-
tinguisher, wet sand, wet blankets, ete., in case

of fire. There are extinguishers in other parts of
tho buflding. and the employes are instructed In
their use. Mayor Doremus was not satisfled with
the fact that there was system S
taken. He wanted to know iow 33%,?;&3"23
carrled out, and asked to be informed about the
practice in the theatres as to electric Hghts and
wires and Inflammable scenery and accessories, and
"";“"“,{ :nyd chtui(es"v%ro necessary. 3
Superintendent Leslle B. Miller o
Inspection Department was ﬂllledr e Dulis
lt!;ugtedt to ha.v;l l."rlllgld investigation
acted at onece. He report to the >
With the Fire Department "sum“nlg:yor o 2
: there is constant danger In severa] of the
Newark theatres by reason of the inadequate
means of exit and the crowding of the aisles near
the doors on nights when large audiences are
present. It s asserted, too, that the firemen sta-
tioned in the theatres become careless in the per-
formance of their duties, and do not act with .3&-
cient authority when the theatre is crowded, while
there is lnx!ay observed in thelr precautions henini
the scenes during performances. The law in re-
gard to theatres is ample to afford an protection
to audiences. The managers at the Newark thea-
tres all declared yesterday that their theatres were
pertci-cuy safa In‘ eonl:truc‘tllog and operation, with
ample means of exit and fire extin Y -
e 3 guishing ap

e e el .
SUGGESTS FIRE DRILL FOR -AUDIENCE.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: C t aud! be lonally drilleq to
learn how o empty a theatre in case of fire? A

“fire alarm” now and then, with warning, of
course, would do much to inspl -possession
when the reality comes, .

H. PEREIRA MEND
Na. 95 Central Park West. New-York, Dec. n.'&.

Theatre fnd City Officials All Work
to Make Houses Safe.

Officials of tho Building Department. the Fire
Department and of the theatres in Breoklyn ex-
pressed the <pinion yesterday that the Building
law and the enforcement of it and all the munici-
pal regulations were so much mere strict her2
than in Chicago that the possibility of such a
tragedy as occurred there is much more remote.
Threre are a number of old playhouses in Brookiym,
built before the present law went into effect, but
in the last few vears they have been changed so
that some of the old dangers have been elimmated
so far as possible,

Superintendent of Buildings Willam M. Calder
said that if the New-York code had been in force
in Chicago the fire in the Iroquois would not have
spread so rapidly. He added:

EQUIPMENT OF THEATRES GOCD.

At present every Brooklyn theatre is equipped
wi}ll; ;ﬂr},(s“.i rurlgins. which are raised and lowgred
at every peformance. Every local theatre is c:l;;
fully inspected twice each week by a man from t
Jdepartment to see that the cutains and other prei
cautions against fire are observed. Whan i tboo
office two years ago only three theatres had asbes-
tos curtains. Now all are properly equipped in tha.t
respect.

S«E’ctlon 108 of the Ruilding Code provides that
except for cutting additional means of exit and the
institution of proper fire apparatus no other altoli'a-
tions can be required in thecires that existed prior
to 1885. We can't condemn a single old structure
that is used for theatrical purposes because it is
not fireproof. In my opinion, the existing law
should be so amended that the Superintendent of
Bulldings is empowered to forbid the use ~
flammable scenery. In our older theatres the ut-
most precaution must be exercised, and it the la:rl
was modified we could do away with sever
houses that appear to be a menace to life.

Only three theatres have been bullt in Brooklyn
since the enactment of the most recent law on the
subject. Some of the old theatres, however, con-
form to the law in many particulars.

SUPERVISION BY INSPECTORS.

Deputy Fire Chief Murray said:

We have a man detailed to attend each per-
formance at every theatre. He is required to see
that the aisles are kept clear, that the doors of
exits are unlocked, that the fire apparatus is in
good working order, and that nobedy smokes be-
hind the s-enes. So far as I have been able to
tearn these regulationa have been falthfully com-
plied W\lh. We have suggested extra exits and
other things that would increase the safety of the
public, and have found the managers obliging for
the most part. They and we learned a good lesson
from the Brooklyn theatre fire. 1 don’t want to
say that a catastrophe here is an utter impossibil-
ity, but I can at least say that I don’t think it
probable.

Thre Fire Marshal makes the rounds of the the-
atres every two weeks, and the deputy chiefs in the
various districts act as special inspectors.

THEATRES HAVE MANY EXITS.

Many Brooklyn theatres are fortunate in being
situated on a corner or at least in running through
to a back street. The Montauk Taeatre, the iar-
sest and best known playnon<e in the borough,
::As an abundance of exits which lead into epen
assegeways and out to De Kalb-ave. in the rear.

he stage entrance is on the latier streei. The
next largest theatra Is the Columbia, which is en
the corner at Washington and Tilary sts, and
runs through to Adams-st. There are exits leading
to all of these thoroughfares. Over in the East-
ern District the Amphion is the leading playhouse,
1t seats 1,782 persons, and i3 considered one of the
safest in ihe borough.

The Orpheum Thentre !s situated on a corner
and runs through in the rear to still another street.
It was built under the lates* building code and is
absolutely flreproof In every respect. The Park

Theatre, the oldest in the borough, was remod-
elled about a year ago, so it now has a broad,
straight entrance, and many other Jetails that

would make for the safety of the patrons in case
of fire were attended to

Some of the older and smnller treatres are not
naturally #o safe as the n »r and larger ones,
but wherever inquiry was me vesterday it was
declared that no provision for safety of patrons
possible under the circumstan was neglected.

COOLHEADEDNESS SADLY NEEDED.

P. K. Stephenson Says Not a Life Should
Have Been Lost in the Theatre Fire.

[BY TELEGRAPHI TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Pittsburg, Dec. —P. K. Stephenson, business
agent of the Master Bullders’ League, of Pittshurg,
with a dozen delegates to the Ruilders’ and Con-
tractors’ meeting in Chicago, December 19, attended
the “Blne Reard" performance at the Iroaquols The-
atre. He at that time made a personal inspection
of the theatre, and to-day said:

If ‘thera had been the least bit of coolheaded-
ness there would not have been anv loss of life.
With the many exits in the theatre, the entire aud!-
ence could have been on the street inside of fifteen
minutes.

WORRY OVER FOY'S SAFETY.

a1

Message Tells of Escape—His Son, Usually
with Him at Theatre, Cause of Anxiety.

“We are all safe, thank God.”

This was the message of “Eddie” Foy, the
comedian, to his sisters-in-law in Harrison, West-
chester County, who are looking after his cottage
while his wife and five childvren are in Chicago.

When the news of the fire reached Harrison yes-
tha friends and neighbors of the family

led the cottage to inqulre into the details of
the fire. The visitors brousht the first news of
the disaster to = P 5 . and for a while
they were so ex could not be explained
ped.
was In the habit
o the theatre witk his father and sitting
nt row of the archestra to watch the
and even after they were assured
that Mr. Foy had escaped the women were greatly
worried about the hoy. It was not until the tele-
gram arrived from Chicago, signed by the comedian
Limself, that all were at ease,
—,————————
ELIZABETH THEATRE THOUGHT SAFE.
[BY TELESRAFI TO THE TRIRUNE.)

Elizabeth, N. J., Dec. 3l.—Georga W. Jacobs's
Theatre, which Is the only one here, is considered
by the local authorities to be in good and safe con-
dition. There are fourteen exits, and the stage
and house are said to be kept in first class condi-
tion. The dressing rooms are some distance from
the stage.

CHICAGO ENGINEERS STRIKE.

Chicago, Dec. 31.—A strike of engineers was de-
clared to-day against 125 office buildings in Chicago.
Engineers have been called out at the Masenic
Temple, the Scafller and the Fort Dearborn build-
ings. Agents of the unlon said men would be called |
out of twenty more bulldiugs at once. At the
Masonle Temple one engineer refused to leave his |
post. One obeyed union arders and quit. The ele-
vators continued to run. The strike was ordered
apon the refusal of the Business Managers' Asso-
clation to pay the scale demanded—3iT'a cents an
hour. It was announced that the union was backea
by tha Steam Power Council, and expects to shut
off the coal supply of the buildings under the union
ban.

1 that it

to them that Mr. l‘;vy had es
One of the children, “Charl
te

of going
in the fr
performa

s —————
INSPECT MASSACHUSETTS THEATRES.

Boston, Dec. 31.—As a result of the Iroquois The-
atre fire in Chicago yesterday, Chief Rufus R.
Wade, of the Massachusetts State Pollcs, to-day
issued orders for his inspectors to make immediate

and thorough inspection of every theatre In the
commorwealth outside of Boston. The statutes
give ngdurisdiction over Roston, but more than a
hundr theatres are under his supervision.

“NO LIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN LOST.”

So Says Correspondent, if Precautions Used

- in Powder Mills Had Been Taken.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Seoon after the fire in the RBrooklyn Theatre
in 1876, I wrote in your paper a description of my
method of putting out fires at my powder mills,
always unfalling in Its results. Since then that
system has been adopted throughout the country
in factories and public bulldings. It conmsists of a
sprinkler, which conveys water through perforated

ipes, from a large tank near or on a roof of a

uilding. In the case of a theatre, the plpes led
over the stage, would give it a heavy shower

bath. A r attached to a lever

enough toog: pulled by any one olll: :lrx‘: gc‘)?: ‘::x
even outside the bullding, would very effectuaily
co the business. It is a simple device, but a sure
and an effective one. suggestion pul
in your paper at that time u“un toﬁo'.a in
the theatre in Chicago no lives would have been

lost. By looking up my suggestion
r‘al tlhnt time, you can convince yom‘:tuo ?::
et. AUL A, O
No. 240 West Jersey-st.,
2 1900 ¥ Elizabeth, N. J., Deec.

e e e e
PENSIONS ISSUED IN 1903,

Washington, Dec. 31.—A New Year's gresting
sued to-day by E. F. Ware, Commissioner of P:
slons, shows that 10,828 pension certificates were
! d for the calend year 133, which is 25000
more than were Issued in 1%2. and nearly 50,000
than wore issued in Mr. Ware expresses

more 1901,
the ho that th the
brought up to date ::‘2.‘:\. close 3‘»‘-"2-3

BROOKLYN HAD LESSON.

NEW POSTOFFICE HERE,

Mr. Payne Will Bring the Subject
to the Attention of Congress.

Washington, - Dec. 31.—Postmaster General
Payne in his annual report will call the atten-
tion of Congress to the necessity of additiona]
postoffice buildings in New-York City, and for
an additional building in this city to quarter
branches of+ the Postoffice Department. Mg,
Payne will call attention to the recommends.
tions made by the commission, consisting of
himseif, the Aftorney General and the Secre.
tary of the Treasury, last fall, when the ge.
ceptance of the Pennsylvania Rallroad's offar g2
a site on its new terminal station and the erec.
tion of a postoffice building on a site Airectly
over the underground system of tracks of the
New-York Central to take the place of the preg.
ent Postoffice Station H, near the Grand Cantra]
Station, were urged. Congress failed to aet on
the bills introduced for this purpose. The Post.
master General will peint to the great congeg~
tion in the mail service in New-York, and v
legislation carrying into effect the commission’s
recommendations, The department in Washing-
ton is badly crowded, and the Gen-
era' wili urge Congress to authorize the pur-
chase of the block immediately south of the
present Jlepartment bullding to accommodate
those portions of the department which now
occupy private buildings at high rentals, -

SURPLUS IN DECEMBER.

Treasury Receipts Eaxceeded Eg-
penditures by Nearly 810,500,000,

Washington, Dec, 31.— The
monthly statement of the government receipty
and expenditures will show the total receipts for
December, 1603, to be about $42,747.532 and the
expenditures $32,248,000, leaving a surplus for
the month of $10499.532. The surplus for the

six months of the present fiscal year will be
about $3,433.667.

TO SETTLE ASPHALT CONTROVERSY,

Decision Scon To Be Reached by Venez
uela's Highest Court.

Washington, Dee. 31.—Advices received hers
from Caracas indicate that the long standing
issue in Venezuecla arising from the conflicting
claims to the great asphalt lakes there of the
New-York and Bermudez Company and the
Warner-Quinlan syndicate is about to be settled
at last by judicial decision. It is announced
that the Venezuelan Federal Court, the tribunal
of last resort, will take up this case immediately
and reach a decision by January 20.

GERMANY SEEKING COALING STATION?

Report About Danish West Indies Discred-
ited by the State Department.

Washington, Dec. 3l.—Information has reached
Washington to the efect that Germany s mak-
ing a quiet but determined effort to secure pos-
session of a coaling station at St. Thomas, ona
of the Danish West India isilands. The news
comes in a manner that requires further con-
firmation before official notice can be taken of it,
and as such rumors have not been Infreguent
In recent years, and geperally proved to be,
groundless, the State Department is disposed to
move with the greatest circumspection., As the
United States government has offered g fair
price for the Danigh West India Islands—a price,
which the executive branch of the Danish gov-
ernment consented to accept by the signature
of a treaty, even though the latter was rejected
by the Danish Rigsdad—it is the feeling here
that the matter has gone too far to allow any
third party to come between the United States
and Denmark in this transaction. Im other

words, Denmark is expected to seil the islands
to the United States or to retain them.

BIDS ASKED FOR FRIARS' LAND BONDS.

Terms of the Issue Announced by the In-
sular Bureau.

‘Washington, Dec. 31.—Colonel Claremce R. Ed-
wards, chief of the Insular Bureau of the War De-
partment, to-day made public circulars calling for
subscriptions for $7,000.000 Philippine land purchase
bonds, the proceeds of which are to be applied to
the purchase of the friars’ lands. The bonds will
be registered in denominatious of from $.000 to
310,000, dated February 1, 1594, bearmg 4 per cent.
interest, payable at the United States Treasury in
United States gold coin. The bonds will run from
ten to thirty years and be free from all forms
of taxation eiiher in the Philippines or in the
United States. Subscriptions wiil be payable at
the New-York Sub-Treasury, where the bonds will
be delivered. The circular recites that these bonds
will be accepted by the Secretary of the Treasury
at par as security for the deposit of public money,
should further deposits be made, and may be sub-
stituted for United States gold bonds now held as
security for additional circulation whenever in the
judgment of the Secretary of the Treasury it is
desirable to stimulate an Iincrease in nailonal

m. Janua

bank ecirculation.

Bids will be received until 3 p ry 1L
They must be accompanied by certified checks %:
2 per cent. of the bid. They will be dellvered Fe
;;zary 1. "The bids will be received at the Insular

ureau.

HOLDS POSTMASTER WARFIELD LIABLE

He Is Asked to Refund Salary of a Qlesk
Who Performed No Service.

Washington, Dec. 31.—The auditor for the Post-
office Department, under a decision announced to=
day, will call immediately on Postmaster Warfleld.
of Baltimore, to reimburse the government for
$.131 paid as salary to John W. Pettit, who was
on the rolls as clerk and bookkeeper in the Baitis
more postoffice. The case was discussed in Me
Bristow’s reoert on the postal investigation, MR
Bristow saving that Pettit performed no servi
whatever for the amount paid on the order
Gecorze W. Beavers at Washington, with the acq
escence of the postmaster. Postmaster Warfeld
however, says he protested against placing Pet
on the rolls. The postmaster t>-day received
the Attorney General a decision heiding as fo
lows:

av < sitatior S
eTats copeariny =ty Bs v T
ing a proma facie case of Habllity., and as ecal

upon you, or, indeed,
prutect the government interests, to put the bew
in suit and to submit to a jury the que
Mr. Wartield's liability thereon.

The government will institute suit # the
master falls to make restitution.

ARKANSAS FOR ROOSEVELT.

Little Rock, Ark., Dee. 31.—The Republican
Central Committee to-day called a State con
tion at Little Rock on May 19. A resolution,
troduced by General FPowell Claywon, amba
to Mexico, indorsing FPresident Roosevgit
unanimously adopted.

. L LTS
GEORGIA PLEDGES SUPPORT.

Atlanta, Dee. 31.—The Republican State
mittee to-day sclected this city as the next
of holding the State convention, and
March 23, 1904, as the date for meeting
committee Indorsed the administration of
dent Rooseveit, and pledged him its support
the Presidential nomination.

FRENCH PLAY BY HARVARD STU

The_ annual play given at Christmas timé
the Cercle Francaise of Harvard University
be produced soon. The play is in French, and
be given in Cambridge, Boston and New- York

The selection this year is “Le Barbier de
with the following persons In' the cast: We
06 .‘\'.‘Bhnclnt. B PG H

stion of

requiring vou, n ordeg WL




