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Before this letter appears In print war may

have broken out, in spite of all the efforts whY b
have been made to prevent it--efforts which are,
however, ina measure stultified by the fact that
they involve a humiliating backdown by Ku.sHa
from the unfortun&te position which she has as-
sumed. And one of the tlrst features of the con-

destined to crown the for.dot bo] Iof the
French nation. Bat now thai France is called
npon to declare n>-r>.-if In the Russo-Japaness
inibroßlio, and to say whither she sides v. ith
her Muscovite ally or with Japan. Great Brit-
ain, the I'r.it.d States and the other foreign
powers, she tur:;s her face toward the !.: • .
not only 1 \u25a0_\u25a0 sum }.< r manufa< tui»-rs and traders
stand Inqu;i.^ as Bach need of open markets in
China, as tli-.r foreign competitors, but likewise
becMsse si c is aware that support given to Rus-
eia would, according to the nns of Japan's
alliance with Bngland, Involve her In war v.iin
the latter, an eventuality which would be BO dis-
astrous to her prosperity that sooner she would
sacrifice thereto not one but si rera] Russian al-
liances. bulividually, the I!u::.-ian is preferred

to th«» Englishman in France, and of all for-
eigners theie are none, not even the Germans,

who ai« so cordially disliked in France as the
Rritish. Tet France's v.\;<l- with Kngland is
greater than her OBtnsneros with all the othei
nations of the world put together, while i pie
In this country have no idea of the colossal
sjnoant of Knglifh capital embarked in French
industries, srhich would be crippled by Its with-
drawal. That is, then, the reason why France
willbe found, not on the side of her ally, Rus-
sia, but on that of England and of the <>t!. r
powers supporting Japan in the present Eastern
imbroglio.

Some Queer Character* To Be Sent
at the Reading Rooms of the Astor.
It is hard to find elsewhere nuch a rai

varieties ol human character as in ti,.- •

of the Astor Library. H< re
the schoolboy and the reteran author, thi

r who v ipei
he works, and the literary ti
the radiators even mon than the bo ks. And
th< re are odd types of humanity, who have
en< umbi red with su< h a small amount of genius
that In striving to ci< great things they have
d<ir,»- nothing.

Among these lightly ballasted geniuses th<-re
is an ancient Individual who la known to the
attendants as "Darius Green." Ur- y old and
decrepit of body, with long; white hair, which
he tucks undi r bis collar In cold weather, but
his mind works faster than the brains of many
youtha. For the last twenty years he has been

LIBRARY QUIET BROKEN.
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I. while t: t that a war
; • II \u25a0 ; would
lead i< an .Ival rs and

it th \u25a0 lal Empire.

KX-ATTACHE.

A ragamuffin at the end of the table, who had

The book had no .sooner rrnphed on the table,

and the boy's arm was still In air. when both
the eyes of the somniferous scientist openod aa
Ifthey w«re part of a tire alarm system They

looked fair and square at the schoolboy, who
blushed to the roots of his tow colored hair at
the humiliation of being caught. Without a
ripple of an expression, either of dispfc ssvra or
surprise, the ponderous braiu a^ain plunged Into
the "D« cent of Man."

Iflove wore what the rope la,
Aricj Iwere like the leaf.

Our lives wuuld !!!!II1 1
A low, booming noise, which made the taMsi

resonate as If the baas note of an ori»an was
sounded, startled the "gentle render" at thia
Jun lure. With a quick look he caught slsht of
the portly figure op] i site him, the downtumeel
eyes, the upturned page. Thinking that he must
l»e mistaken, and that tli<> noise -was can \u25a0 1 only
by »><'\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0

• trolley collision, the mild youth

resumed hiireading.

Our nvcfl m Id .\u25a0••\u25a0 w togi i
111 sail nr I:i..\u25a0:. ,;

Again that HUM deep sound broke off tha
reader's thought. Mori- quickly than before ho
eyed the Imposing pi II«opher across the table;

but as before he- saw a face contracted, as ifIn
the most j>ri>?"utid thouKhL \u25a0esnewhat sus-
ii. ious and by this UnM thoroughly curious, the
Ur: \u25a0 i> haired devotee of Bwinbume wat< bod bi3
neighbor. His visil wan rewarded the next
minute by seeing the gnat face open with a sud<-
dea snort. Tiie pole faced youth ssaifci several
more futile att-inpfs to finish the stanza antl
then looked around hehjlesnty, as If to call a
111 r.iry attendant to Interfere.

"111 bring him out of It," whispered a school-
boy at ats elbow, who at the same time picked
up a mothenten arlthOM ti<\ which showed morn
\s • .r outside than ir,aril threw it on the tabli*

In front of the slumoerer.

until he came to the six stanzas whl.h are en-
titled "A Match." litre he began reading aa
follows:

Itchanced only the other day that a nervous
looklr.g youth, whoaa hair was 100 fine to be
curly and whose 1 thin rhrrfcs showed either a
too a/'tlvc mind or a too Inactive stomach, sat
down at the lattlt opposite the ponderous l>:ir-
winlan student. He glanced hurriedly from
page to pa«o of a book of Swinburne's poems

tryitip to invent a means of transportation
wlii<fi would combine the characteristics of a
Bying machine and a bridce. 1!«- has stwdied!
day aftir >!a> under the benign Buence of a
neighboring radiator on arcs an.i chorda, tan-
gents and paraboloids. Onp by one he files away
his kJteshape drawings, nambered i irefully as
Exhibits A. B, etc. And, at times, when the
\u25a0team gauge of the library's furnace register!

unusu illy high, he has momenta of triumph,
and holds up a dog eared sk< '\u25a0 n, s > that one
may nil ! y the illition of his eyes that he
i.-- fairly flying in thought at least.

While "Darius Green" Is wn tllnsj with the
problem of combining celesl la] an I t'-rrestrial

modes <>f locomotion, a spbynxlike individual
sits across the room who appears to be bwried
in the ni".st profound thought He is a man
whom \u25a0 prosaic \u25a0 ientl t would classify simply

as phlegmatic, in his Dfty years "f lethargy
he hi s :u \u25a0mulated \u25a0 fortune of fat, which he

carries with him as does the Italian laborer his
earning) around his belt. So stable and sub-
stantial re th''se foundations that when thia
philosoph< r sits [own in an ordinary chair it Is
practically Impossible f<>r him t<> topple over.

The favorite work of this rotund savant la

I»arwln's "I>< scent of Man." It would seem,
from his persistent thumbing of this book; that
be r..k;ht take a certain personal Interest tn the
subject, lut should ooe ever watch him lone he
wiil learn that there Is a far more potent rea-
son. Day after day be Is found with ths Fame

volume held at a gentle uptun angle In his
lap, but the pages never move. To one a few
fett away his eyes appear contracted under th.-»
strain of tremendous mental concentration, but
they never wink. The eyelids real securely on
the balls.
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"TILE DAIILINQ OF TIIK GODS."
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