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DIPLOMATIC TIES SEVERED.

J

4PAN BREA KS OFF RELATIONS WITHOUT WAITING

FOR RUSSIAN REPLY.

Baron dc

Rosen to Leave Tokio on Friday—Mikado Government’s State-

ment—Russia Throws Blame on Japan—Anziety in France.

The severance of diplomatic relations between Russia and Japan was confirmed. The

Minister at St. Petersburg informed

and will leave the capital

dsion on Saturdax,
g was taken withont waiting for the Russian

Count Lamsdorff of his government’s de-
as soon as possible for.Berlin. Japan's ac-

reply.

Both Russia and Japan issued statements, Russia in a circular note advising her en-

abroad of the action, and Japan, in an official notification from Tokio, justifying her

br Russian procrastination and movement of troops toward Corea.

Japan's occupaticn of

Corea will probably begin to-day, according to a Tokio dis-

Baron de Rosen, the Russian Minister, will leave the capital on.Friday, placing

the affnirs of the legstion in the hands of *he

Austrian Minister,

“wAR DECLARED!”

Text of Message Received by a Well
Known Banker Here.

sew received here vesterday
Rpecial cable messa e

by the heafl of & prominent banking house with
ymportant fareiET ronnections announced that
&\plomstic relations between Japan and Ruesia
had been proken off, and that war Was practi-
cally aeciared. They came in special code from
the foreign pranches of the banking house, The
first message was from London, eaying that
war had been @eclared, and that the Aaiplo-
matic relgtions between the two mations had
been ended.

A seconll message, from St. Petersburg, read:
“St. Petersburg announces thet the Japanese
Minister has been recalled, and that the Rus-
slan Minister in Tokio has been recalled.”

These were confirmed by messages of similar |

tmport.
RUSSIA’S ANGER RISES.

Details of Japan's Abrupt Severance
of Relations.

St Petersburg, Feb. T7—It is officlelly an-
mounced that Count Lamsdorff, the Russian
Toreign Minister, has informed Russian repre-
sentatives abroad that Japan has decided to
‘break off negotiations with Russia and to with-
éraw her minister and the entire legation staff
from St. Petersburg, and that upon the receipt
of & note to this effect from the Japanese Min-
jster Russia has ordered her minister, Baron de
Rosen, and the legation staff to leave Toklo.

Count Lamedorfi’s circular mote to the Rus-
#lan representative is published in the “Official
Messenger,” and is as follows:

Acting under instructions from his govern-
ment, the Japanese Minister at the imperial
court has presonted a mote which informe the
‘imperial ment of the decision of Japan
10 break off further negotiations, and of the re-
call of her minister and the whole staff of the

legation.

In consequence of this, his imperial majesty
hat been pleased to order that the Ruesian Min-
ister at Tokio, with tbe whole staff of the im-
perial mission, shall leave the capital of Japan
without delay.

Such an attitude on the part of the Tokio gov-
ernment, which has not even awaited the arriv-
sl of the answer of the lmperial government
whick was sent off in the last few days, throws
the whole responsibility fer the consequence
which may arise from a rupture of diplomatic
negotiations between the two emplres on Japan.

Although the fear was general here yesterday
that the presentation of the Russian note to
Japan might be followed by an act on the part
of the Japanese government which would plunge
the two countries into war, the action of Japan
in severing diplomatic relations with Russia
before the actual delivery of the Russian note
was & great shock to the mation.

It wae believed that the receipt of the note
might have unmasked an ultimatum, but that
Japan should wsever Jdiplomatic relations, a
step Ittle short of declaration of war, was
aimost like a blow in the face under the present
circumstances, and it is resented accordingly.
The authorities believe that this action places
Japan @istinctly iIn the wrong before the world,
and that such & “plece of impudence,” as 1t is
termed here, makes easy an appeal to the pa-
triotiam of the Russian people.

RUPTURE BEFORE REPLY'S DELIVERY.

The news at any moment that Japan had
@Grawn the sword and that the first clash had
occurre@ would not be surprising. The events
leading to Japan's abrupt action have paseed
with great rapidity. The Russion note was sl-
ready In the hands of Baron de Rosen, the
Russian Minister at Tokio, for delivery to Baron
Komura, the Japanese Foreign Minister, when,
&t 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, M. Kurino, the
Japanese Minister here, presented himself at the
Forelgn Office and Informed Count Lamsdoret
that his government, In view of the delays in
comnection with the Russian answer and
The futility hitherto of the negotiations, con-
Silered it useless to continue diplomatic rela-
Yons ang would take such steps as it deemed
Proper for the protection of Japan's interests,
In obedlience to instructions, therefore. he
for his paesport.

Fxactly what else passed at this Interview is
not known, except that Count Lamsdorff ex-

asked

Pressed surprise and regret at this hasty n_f
folve of the Mikado's government. M. Kurino |

Tecelved his passports, and after consulting

m.o—ummmmm”-i

whhmummm

hmhhwuumay,

begun,

Another version of the situation at the time
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TO SEIZE COREA TO-DAY.

No Formal Declaration of W.ar
Likely To Be Made.

Tokio, Feb. 7

tionably sei

-On Moenday Japan will unques-
znd, although Russia has

ze Corea,
previously intimated that she would not inter-
fere, In view of that country's present attitude
developments are eagerly awaited

The indications are that there will be no for-
mal declaration of war. Japan has publicly de-

fined her position and purposes.

A SHOCK TO FRANCE.

Public Feeling Strong Against

Japan and Englend.

(Special to The New-Tork Tridune by French Cable)
(Copyright; 1804: By The
Parie, Feb, 7.—Official news of the rupture of
diplomatic relations between Russia and Japan
came this afternoon as unexpectedly as a bolt
‘ from the blue in Paris, where the population
| was holidey making in the sunshine of this
springlike Sunday.

There now prevails a strong irritation against
Japan for resorting to what is regarded here as
an unnecessary, arbitrary act in recalling her
minister from St. Petersburg before the recep-
tion in Tokio of the Russian reply to the last
Japanese note. The trend of public feeling is
now distinctly hostile to Japan.

{ The English press, and “The London Times"
.h" particular, is accused in bitter language of
casting oil on the flames by giving undue en-

couragement to Japan, and coneequently a

latent anti-British animosity is noted here,

which, unhappily, may greatly impair the cord-
| al understanding between Frarce and BEng-
{ land, which reached such a sauafactory point
only a few weeks ago. French diplomatists still
boldly cling to the faint hope of war being
averted by friendiy for-ign Intervention,
Meanwhile, all eyes are turned upon Eng-
land, because the general feeling in France is
that should England feel compelled, in accord-
ance with her treaty with Japan, to lend aid,

France would, in that event, be likewise bound

to side with Russia.

Tribuns Associstion )

Such is the opinion not

only of the public, but of iInfluential statesmen
| and former Ministera of Foreign Affairs, such
as MM. Ribot and Flourens. It i= expected that
the questions which MM. Denys, Cochin and
other deputies intend to put to-morrow to M.
Deicassé, in the Chamber ¢f Deputies, will draw
from the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who has
had long private conferences this evening both
with the Ruseian Ambassador and the Japanese
Minister, a reassuring statement on this point.
C LB

JAPAN'S STATEMENT.

Russian Procrastination Given as

Cause of Rupture.

By The Associated Press
Paris, Feb. 7.—The Japanese Minister to
France, M. Motono, made public this afterncon
an announcement of the breaking off of diplo-
matic relations between Japan and Russia, say-
ing this action was due to Russia's delay In
making response to Japan.

The Foreign Office has been Informed of the
departure of Baron de Rosen, the Russian Mine
ister, from Toklo, and It has been advised of
an announcement that the Russlan government
considered it poszible that action looking toward
mediation might be taken. No exchanges with
Great Britaln, however, have yet taken place.
Something in this direction may be done to-
morrow,

The Japanese government communicated a
statement to M. Motono, announcing the sever-
ance of diplomatic relations with Russia, and
glving details of the reasons therefor. M.
Motono took this statement to the Foreign Office,
where he personally communicated it to Foreign
Ministcr Delcassé. Subsequently, the Japanese
Minister gave out the following statement:

Tokio, Feb. 6.—The last Japanese note in re-
sponse to the Ruselan notodjanunehdm
‘mmxunthomwu'{o

. be made to it,

“AUTO™ KILLS A WOMAN

CHASE IN

A

PARK-AVE.

Man Clings to Back of Vehiclc.and

Causes Arrest.

In & whirl of vehicles at Fighty-sixth-st.
and Park-ave. yesterday morning, an automo-
bile knocked down Mrs. Catherine Conway, six-
ty years old, of No. 62 East Eighty-seventh-st.
Her sku!! was fractured, and she died In the
afternoon. The driver, George C. Gordon, tried
to escape, but a man jumped on the back of the
vehicle, and. on spying two policemen, after rid-
ing some distance, had Gordon arrested.

According to the mrnagera of the Yorkville
garage, at Third-ave. and Eighty-s'xth-st,
where the automobile was procured, it was said

FLAMES RAGE IN THE HE

McLane Directs the Fight—Fi

ART OF THE BUSINESS DIS-

TRICT—LOSS MAY REACH %0 000000,

Blocks Wiped Out—Dynamite Used to Check Conflagration—Mayor

re Chief Injured; None Killed.

Fire started about 11 o'clock vesterday
John E. Hurst & Co., in the middle of the .~

was called out, but the flames were beyvond

that Gordon obtained the vehicle by misrepre-
sentation.
is owned by a man whose name they refusd to
divulge, a man of rome prominence. Cordon,
according to the managers, said he was the
driver for this man, and that he had been sent
to take the automobile to him. It {s s2'd that
he is a driver out of work.

Many people were walking toward Central
Park and many carriages and automobiles were
in Park-ave, near Eighty-rixth-st., all morn-

ing.
caught. Gordon bound southwardly in
Perk-ave., and was running the machine through
2 maze of vehicles at Eighty-sixth-st.,
Mrs. Conway was seen trying to cross the ave-
nue. She picked her way carefuliv, and seemed
to be cut of danger, when the automoblle was
seen running right at her. Some one screamed
and another person yelled. but before the pe-
destrians and riders realized it, the wowran was
Iving mangled on the pavement. The automobils
shot over her, one side of it lifting as her body
was struck. The neise of the vehicle falling on
the wheels again as they left the bedy could
be heard plainly. i

Women shrieked in horror, men velled, and
all traffic stopped. Policemen ran up and an
ambulance was sent for. The Preshyterian Hos-
pital sent one, with Dr. Hayes {n charge.

The woman was found to be internally in-
jured, to have a broken skull and bruises of
all parts of the body. Her condition was pre-
carious, and the doctor wanted the woman taken
to the hospital immediately, pronouncing her
condition critical. But Miss Conway, the wo-
man's daughter, who was with her, refused to
let her mother be taken to the hospital, and
Dr. Hayes took the injured woman to her home.
There she lingered until about 3 o'clock, when
the died.

Gordon, according to witnesses, tried to es-
cape as soon as he saw what he had done. Hls
automoblle was not going fast when the acci-
dent happened, but he kent on, and was some
rods away when it was realized that he was
escaping.

Several raced atter him. One young man with
sprinting and leaping ability was close enough
to take a running jump and land on the back
of the machine.

Gordon did not know 1t. He kept on, and
evidently thought he was getting away. The
other man on the machnne did not shout t’
him to stop, but kept on the lnokout for jolfee-
men,

It was half a mila down Park-zve. that the
man holding on behind the automobile and be.
ing jolted up and down and almost knocked oft
at times, espled two policemen ahead. He waved
a hand to them. They took In the situation and
ran out into the avenue Gordon had to stop,
and when the policemen were told of the acci-
dent they arresteq Gordon. He was handed over
to Policeman Gelger, uf the East Eighty-eighth-
st. station, who had been running down the ave-
nue after Gordon. He was held without ball
after Mrs. Conway's death. He lives at No. 218
East FEighty-seventh-st., and Is twenty-ona
years old.

Mrs., Conway was a widow, and lived with
her two daughters.

Miss Alice Conway, one of Mrs,
daughters, who suffered from shock after the
accldent, =aid last night that she intended push-
ing the case to the end. According to the police
of the East FEighty-sixth-st. station, Gordon
gald the automobile got out of his control. He
said he had been out of work, but had obtained
a place with the Yorkville Automobile Com-
pany, which let him have the automobile.

was

Conway's

ROTLL DOWN EMBANKMENT

Women and Men in Unmanageable
“Auto” Escape Injury.

An automobile in which there were two women
and a man, besides the driver, was overturned
yvesterday at West Farms Road and Washing-
ton-ave., in The Bronx, and, though the auto-
mobile was badly damaged, the occupants es-
caped with no more serious injury than a bad
fright,

The roadway where the accident accurred is
narrow and was covered with ice. In trying to
avoid a collision with a streetcar the automo-
bile became unmanageable, and, leaving the
roadway, demolished a fence and rolled down an
embankment a distance of twalve feet, where It
lay on its side.

The driver fell into
the occupants of the ve
ened, they were uninjure:
proceeded on their way,
names.

IROQUOIS TO REOPEN.

a snowbank, and, though
hicle were badly fright-
d. Calling a cab, they
refusing to give their

Contract Let for Fitting and Deco-
rating—To Change Name.

Chicago, Feb, T.—A contract has been let for
ﬂttl;xs and decorating the Iroquois Theatre, In
which 591 lives were lost on December 30 last.
It has been uncertain whether the Iroquols
would open again as a playhouse, but the letting
of the contract for repairs indicates that the
theatre will be reopened to the public as a place
of amusement. The cost of the repairs will be
about $22.000, and the management hope to re-
open the house in the early spring. el

It is said the name of '(he theatre W
changed to the “Northwest."

THE LARCHMONT AGROUND AGAIN.

el

i
i

It was said there that the automoblle |
| flames ate their way through block after block with unabated fe: -« itv. At the hour of

It was in this maze that Mrs. Conway was |

when |

H

| the surrounding towns also sent engines.

going to press the loss was estimated at mor
Aid was asked of this city, and six eng

morning in the wholesale drrgoods house of
incipal business district of Baltimore, and in

a short time had spread to the surrounding baildings. The whole city Fire Department

control, and swept over many blocks.

Washington and Philadelphia were callsd upon for help. and sent fire apparatus;

ouses were blown np with dynamite, but the

= than 240,000,000,

ines started on a specinl train.

No lives were lost.

Baltimore, Feb. 8, 1:30 a. m.—At this hour the fire ig at=al=<"' bayond control,

| and all occupants of buildings in the centre of the city are racidly removing their

| valuables,

[RY TELEGRAPH TN TH® TRIRUNE.) |

l! Baltimore, Feb. 7.—~The heart of the whole-

cale business section of Baltimore was swept by
! flames to-day, and to-night an area covering
twenrty blocks is a mass of ruins. The losses will
aggregate more than $25.000.000

conflagration in the history cf the city, and will

It i= the worst

interests for months,
probably bring financial ruin to many. Five or
six bufldings, including some of the most valu-
able structures in the blazing district,
blown down with dynamnite in an effort to check

paralyze buciness

were

the wild sweep of the fire, and the terrific ex-
plosions caused terror throughout the city.
To-night the firemen are exhausted. A num-
ber have been Injured, others have heen partly
suffocated by and Chief Horton has
It winl
te twenty-four hours before the fire will be en-
tirely extinguished, and an accurate list of
logses and Insurances made up. At one time

smoke,

| impressed into service many volunteers.

forty bufldings, Including banks, wholesale dry-
goods establishments, drug houses and factorles
were a seething furnace. In all, more than two
hundred buildings were destroyed, and many
others damaged.

Driven by the high southwest wind, blazing
brands were carried a quarter of a mile and
further. Showers of flaming faggots fell upon
the crowds of people {n the streets near the
burning section, and the hats and wraps of a
number of women were set on fire. At several
congestead points the sudden showers nllln
caused small panics, and many pe.sons’ cloth-
ing were torn in the mad rush for safety.

When the flames seemed beyond the control of
the Baltimore Fire Department, considered one
of the most efficient in the country, Chief Hor-
ton appealed to Washington, and three com-
panies, with engines and apparatus, made the
run to Baltimore in thirty-eight minutes. Sev.
eral engine companies from Wilmington and
Philadelphia also arrived this evening. The fire-
men were greatly handicapped by networks of
wires, and also by the flames breaking out at
points blocks away from the centre of the con-
flagration. All the big buildings, the trust com-
panies and downtown hotels, like the Carroliton
and the Rennert, had large forces at work ex-
tinguishing fires started by flying brands, some
of which were hurled through the top windows
of several of the skyscrapers,

The burned blocks are included in the section
bounded by Charles, Lombard, Fayette and
Howard sts.

The fire started in the bassment of John E.
Hurst & Co.'s building at Hopkins Place and
German-st,, the largest wholesale drygoods
house south of Philadelphia, and carrying a
stock worth more than $1,.000,000.

An automatic fire alarm equipment in the
bullding registersd an alarm at 10:48 a. m., and
in a minute the salvage corps, which is only
a block away, was on the scene, ahead of the
city department. Captain Gordon saw that the
flames had already got a flerce headway. There
was no delay in the arrival of the firefighters,
but for some reason the flames got away from
them.

What appeared to be an explosion of gas oc-
curred In the Hurst Building about 11 o'clock.
A terrific roar was followed by a whistling
gound. The churches in the central section of
the city were fllled with worshippers, many of
whom became frightened, and, while no panics
ensued, hundreds of men and women hurried
from the services. Other explosions followed
when the flames wrapped the drug houses of A.
C. Myer & Co. the Carroliton Chemical Com-
pany, the Stanley & Brown Drug Company and
other big warehouses filled with chemicals and
other inflammable materfals. The flremen and
police dodged into doorways for shelter from the
rain of hot missiles. Crash after crash could be |
heard within the burning districts, but even the
firemen could not tell from which buildings they
proceeded, and the brave fellows were constantly
{n the greatest peril. Walls and flooring fell in
thunderous roars that echoed for blocks.

Two banks, both handsome bulldings, the
Hopkins Savings Bank and the National Ex-

change Bank in Hopkins Place. were burned out,
nothing being left except the stone walls and
the vaults. The reported amount of cash on |
hand in these institutons was: Hopkins Sav- |
{ngs Bank, £217,000; Natlonal Exchange Bank, ‘
£260,000. The money Is believed to be safe in
mwu«amnm:wtmmts
it can be redeemed.

Mullins’s, the finest hotel buliding in Balti-
more-st., was destroyed. All the guests escaped
and saved their belongings. |

At this point the Western Union Telegraph
Company, which had been driven from its |
main office in Baltimore to a branch office, was
driven from that office also by the flames. Sto-
ries of the fire were cut off in the middle of
sentences, and it was not knowr when com-

could be resumed. At 1 o'clock this
to The Associated Press, the |

to extinguish it, and

way eastward. I'heo Ase

and |

BALTIMORE SWEPT BY FIRE.

sociated Press at that Leur said that the Fire |

Department officials estimated the loss at more
than £40,.000.000).

DETAILS OF THE

Unchecked for Hours, S preads Over
Many Blocks.

Feb. T.

few minutes Lefore 11 o'clock this merning in

FIRE.

Baltimore, Fire broke out at a

| property and keeping order.

valuable records had been removed. “
thereafter the Continental Trust Compeny's
fourteen story building took fire =

A block below “The American™ newspaper

| building was so enveioped tn clouds of sparks

and burning splinters that the employes wers
ordered to move out. It is certain that “The

| Herald™ and “American” will not get out fssues

to-morrow. Meanwhile, “The Sun™ has been ar-
ranging to print its to-morrow's lssue in its job
office, which is distant from the path of the
fire.

The financial

distriet, Incinding the chief

banking and brokerage firms in South and Gers
man sts, seems o be doamed. and scores of the
city’s lending firanciers and business men are
scurrving in and out of their offices bearing
packages or placing valuables In hastily fme
provised converances. The Baltimore and ObMe
Railread office buildding has bheen destroyed and
the Maryland Instftute of Art bullding.

Hospital, at Calvert and Pleasant
is moviag to eother hespitals as rapidly as
possible the twentr-four patients it has. Seven-
teen injured wers hrought te the City Hospital.
Most of them were firemsn. They were suffering
scalds and lacerations. Nearly

The City

ste

from

hurgs
every ph}‘g'iun in the city is in the fire district.

€5 far as known at this hour, no one has been
killed.

Detachments of the 4th and Sth regiments
have heen called out, and are patrolling the
in the of the fire, guarding
Fortunately thus
far the conflagration has not reached the resl-
dence part of the ecity, but fires are bHreaking
out in East Baitimore. and the indications sre
that the residence streets are doomed to be in-
vaded,

The fire breke out shortly before 11 o'cloch

stresis vicinity
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east, Fayette-st, and rear of Lexington-st

Hanover-st.,, Charles-st. and St

the line of the fire

ern Union Teiegraph Building,

the wholesale drygoods house of John E. Hurst
& Co., and has raged with unrestrained fury con-
tinuously ever since. At midnight it i= still un-
checked and steadily eating its way eastward
in Baltimore, after having destroyed almeost all
the large stores and warehouses in the whole-
sale district around Hopkins Place, and all the
Howard-st. to Holliday-st., from
Baltimore to Charles and Lexington,
Fayette-st.
of about twenty blocks of the most modern and
substantial business buildings In the city, in-
volving a loss which cannot now be estimated,
but which has certainly already reached $30.-
OO0 000 or $40,000.000.

So terrific has been the heat ever since the
fire started, and so dense and suffocating the
volume of flying sparks and burning cinders,
that it was difficult for the flremen to stand
long within fighting distance of the flames,
while several trucks and engines were hopeless-
ly disabled by flying timbers at an early hour.
At 7 o'clock the situation was so hopeless, so
far as effective work by the firemen was con-

and In

| cerned. that Chief Horton decided that the only

thing left to do was to dynamite buildings at
threatened points and thus prevent, as far as
possible, a further spread of the flames. In
pursuance of this plan a number of buildings
in South Charles-st., between German and Lom-
bard sts., were blown up. Subsequently the fine
structure of J. W. Putts & Co., notion dealers,
at Charles and Fayette sts. was dynamited
and “The Dailly Record” buflding, Ross's drug
store and others followed. But this herolc rem-
edy merely delayed and did not seriousiy im-
pede the onward march of the conflagration.

By 8 o'clock the publishers and other occu-
pants of “The Dally Herald” buflding, at Fay-
ette and St. Paul sts,, were compelled to vacate
by the onrushing flames, as were the occupants
of the Calvert and Equitable structures, two of
the most massive office buildings In Baltimore,
Down Baltimore-st. a parallel wave of roar-
ing. crackling flames shot their way, consuming
everything in their wake, speedily reaching “The
Evening News” building, from which a number
of extras had been issued, but from which the
employes bad bastily te flea though mot uath

buildings on both sides of Baltimore-st, from |
Charter and |

MAP OF THE BURNED AREA IN BALTIMORE.

With the flames «ti!! raging uncontrolled at a late hour last n'ght the area burned over In Baltimore,

according to the latest dispatches, was as follows:
on the nerth, and Lombard-st. on the south; three %o
four large blocks north to south and five blocks east to west: intermediate streets in the fire aren
inciude German-st., Lombard-st., Baltimore-st., running east and west; Hopkins Place, Liberty-st.,
Paul-st., running north and south. Over one hundred bulldings,
including several banks and all the leading wholesale drygoods and newspaper buildings, are In

Howard-st. on the west, St. Paul-st. on the

Some of the iImportant buildings in the path of the fire are shown by numbers on the map, as follows:

(1) “The Baltimore Herald." (2) Baltimore and Ohio Rallroad offices, (3) Carroiiton Hotel, () West-
(3) “The Baltimere American,” (§) “The Baitimore Sun,” () the
Board of Trade, (8) the Custom House, (%) Continental Trust Company.

this morning In the wholesale drygoods stors
of John E. Hurst & Co, In Hopkins Place, In
the heart of the business district, with & series
of loud explosions, which were heard in remots
parts of the city, and spread with fearful
rapidity.

In a half hour a dozen big warehouses in the
wholesale drygoods and notions district were
burning firecely. The entire city Fire Depart-

| ment was called out, but was utterly powerless

from Charles to Holliday—a total |

———

to check the spread of the flames, which were
aided by high winds, and by noon theres were
savagze fires in at least thirty big warehouses
and the conflagration was steadlly eating it
way into blocks ecst, west, north and south

Building after building feel a prey to the
flames, and apparently there was no check to
the onward sweep of destruction. In Baltimere-
=t the block between Liberty and Sharp was
soon ablaze, then came the next block east to
Hanover, and after that the biock on the south
side to Charles-st. broke into flames, the Cen-
solidated Gas Company’s bduilding and Oehm's
Acme Hall burning flercely. Meanwhile there
were stores north of Baltimore-st. eon-
Mullins's Hotel caught and other bufld-
ings near it. West of Liberty-st., on the south
side of Baltimore, the block was doomed, and
the big Bal*.more Bargair House also caught.

Down in Hepkine Place, where the conflagra~
tion started, Hurst's building and the other
wholesale houses on both sides of the street
crumbled and feil. Tke big drygoods houses of
Danlel Miller & Sons and R. M. Sutton & Co.
were soon aflame, and along German-st., east
and west from the Hurst bullding there were
a dozen bdulldings bdurning and scores mere
threatened. The spectacle of ruin and destruc-
tion from any point in these blocks was appall-
inz.

Maas & Kemper's big whoiesale stors in Bai-
timore-st. quickly succumbed to the Sames, and
the walls fell with a crash that was heard for

sumed.

stroyed, not even a wall ten feet high being left
standing m-mﬂymmmdqﬁ

caldron, whence the flames radiated over the




