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THE GROUNDS
There-1s ne occasion

or for any one in their u

ing parts of Hildebrand and Hagen in the last
Nibelungen fight. Each may try to fix upon the
other responsibility for the war,
usually do so. America and Spain did so in
180%; and each =i/l insists, and probably will
until the end of ime, that the other was the
aggressor. No: is to be gained by Laus
slans saying the Japanese are “impudent” and
“unable to observe even the slightest
cency,” because it is not true, and If it wepe
true It would have little practicai Dbearing.
Suck things count for lttle after war has act-
ually begun. All that is desirable on that score
s to understand arighit the points at issue on
which the two powers were unable to agree,
&nd that for the sake of historical accuracy

OF WAR
r Japan and Russia,

, o play the rail-

gather than for any direct bearing upon the |

conliict,
Let us take Russia’s str tement of those points.

Y
Belligerents |

That Lies it Woman'e Kyea

|

| fered.

has been gplanning to fortify Bander Abbas.
The Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb is only balf as
wide, but Great Britain “sits tight” at Perim
end Aden. If Denmark is forbldden to fortify
Copenhagen, or Sweden Helsingbourg, the world
does not know it, though The Sound is scarcely
one-tuird as wide as Corea Strait. Certainly
England 1s not forbidden to foriify Gibraltar,
or Spain Ceuta, upon a strait only one-third as
wide a8 that of Corea. The shores of the Strait
of Dover are pot
sirait is narrower than that of Corea. We can-
not even recall that the United States has been
forbidden to fortify the Filorida Keys, which

| command the Florida btralts, or the Porto

Rican side of the Mona Passage.

Finally, while Russia wanted to create a neu-
tral zone on ihe Corean side of the Yalu River,
slhe would not listen to Japan's suggestion that
there should be a similar neutral zone on the
Manchurian side of the same river. That again
indicated, as did the first and second points,
Russia’s unwillingness to follow the rule of
“do ut des,” or of “give and take” She de-
manded of Japan in Corea more than she would
graunt to Japan in Manchuria. She would not
grant to Japan in Corea what she demanded for
herself in Manchuria. Obviously, In such cir-
cumsiances it was futile to prolong negotiations.
Such was the Jupanese view, based upon what
we understand to have been Russia’s own state-
ment of the case. When the full text of the
diplomatic cogrespondence is revealed, if it ever
i, we shall know more upon the subject, but
that increased knowledge seems at least as
likely to strengtben Japan's as Russia's gide of
(he case. Meantime, all neutral people will do
weil, while keeping clearly in mind all the
kuown facts, to refrain from partisan passion
or side of a war which is none of our
making. and in which we are not going to be
tnvolved, and both parties to which we desire
always 1o regard as our {riends.

on eith

THE BALTIMORE FIRB.
upental City has just suffered from
an alliction which has only one or two parallels
in the history of (he country. The greater part
of ber business district has been swept by
fire. A region measuring three-quarters of a
wile by half a mile Is now a scene of ruln. By
a fortunate change in the direction of the wind,
the retail shops and handsome places of resl-
dence were spared, as were also the City Hall,
and Postoflice. But the banks,
jildings, beadquarters of the
: mewspapers, wholesale wareliouses.
factories and some of the big lumber yards
have succumbed. From the first outbreak on
Sunday forenoon until late on Monday a herole
but ost Lopeless war was waged by the
Baitimore Yire Department. Engines and men
alf a dozen other cities came to its as-
wee, but with little effect uutil good gen-
eralship prevented the spread of the flames into
the tenement house district of East Baltimore.
the damage to property can
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No estimates of

yet be made which are very accurate, but ex-
ports 3 feared that it might reach
£100,000,000, ich is half the amount lost at
Chicago in 1571, More conservative figures may
be hoped for when fuller Information is avall-
able E Boston's loss In 18T2—about $75,-
000,000 v not be exceeded. It is only too
evident, however, that the world has witnessed
a calamity of exceptional magnitude

In soie measure, no doubt, the proportions of
the conflagration are due to the high wind which

evailed on Sunday and Monday. Maybe the
¢t that some of the fire engines from other
ties were not adapted to pumping salt water
contributed also to the result. The principal
factor in the situation, however, seems to have
been the combustible character of many of the
bui s in that part of the city which has suf-
Baltimore is one of the oldest places in
America, and a number of the structures which
were destroyed antedated the Civil War. These
were far from fireproof, and became an easy
prey to the flames when the latter were car-
ried beyond the spot in which they originated.
The Jdings that represented modern
meth construction were thus placed at an
Ivantage, end it is conceivable
ne of them were more vulnerable
n supposed. When that district
it is safe to say that marked changes
zht in ‘m‘urny as well as in out-
LnCes.

as is this event from many

pr
ia
i

few bu
e
ds of

disac

» WTo

tails cause for satisfaction. There was no loss
of life except among the firemen. The dwell-
and poor escaped. On any day but

fa~torles which were destroyed
wen filled with scores, if not bhun-
dreds, of employes. Agaln, never did firemen
conduct so brave a battle. Baltimore never
will forget their daring and persistence, futile

ings of ric h
the
would have 1

lay

| as their labors seemed to be. The promptuess

I the legislature was convened, to
to such as might be made home-
r beautiful feature of yesterday's
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st admire, too, the sturdy pluck of the
municiy in announcing, while yet East
Baltimore was in peril, that it would take care
of its own wards without financial aid from
outside sources. This assurance, no doubt, was
apply only to those who suffered by

apr

Ons

Intended to

| the destruction of their abodes or through accl-

de- |

dent. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, will have
been thrown out of employment; and relief may
be needed for them before many weeks. For

much of the financlal distress which buslness

| men will experience as a result of this week's

|

|
|

Russia, we are told, was willlug to concede |

Jupan's demands excepting in four respects.
The first was Jupan's demand that Russia
sbould make a trealy definitely guaranteeing
the Chinese sovercignty of Manchuria. That
Russia positively refused. Yet Russia in 1895
declared that the retention of even a small
part of Manchuria by a foreign power would
fmperil the Clinese capital and jeopardize

l
|
|

peace in the Orient. So in refusing the Japan- |

ese demand Russia refused—in the Japanese
view—to disclaim intentions to menace Peking
and to disturd the peace of Dast Asia. More
over, the second point of disagreement was
Russia's demand that Japan should guarantee
the independence of Jorea. Thati is to eay,
RBussia demanded of Japan in Corea something
which she was unwilling Japan should demand
of Ler in Manchuria.

The third polut was Russia's demand that
there sbhould be mno fortifientions in Soutliern
which might dominate the Strait of

|

and thus wenace Russian communica- |

sympathy can be offered; but
it may be e to help the wage earners
who bhave just suffered. 1f Baltimore finds that
burden heavier than she can bear, she has only
to say the word, and the rest of the country
will come 1o the rescue.

visitation only
Duss

GAS TESTS.
Nothing could be more senseless than the
present law controlling official tests of the

quality of gas, In order to incur the legal pen-
alty for fallure to furnish proper gas a com-
pany must be shown to be distributing in-
ferior gas by three consecutive tests made not
less than a week apart. For two weeks and
six days out of every three weeks, iIf the tests
are made regularly, the gas may be poor. Then,
as soon as the thind test is made and success-
fully passed, the quality can again be depreci-
ated. The company has only to be watchful
for every third test, and knows when it must
prepare for that. The only uncertainty is
whether or not it will be promptly made, and,
1f not, then the extra expense of making good
gas must be continued for a few days until the
record is clear. Then another two weeks and
six days of immunity may be enjoyed.

That the gas companies take advantage of
this gituation Is strongly suspected. Official re-
ports have frequently shown gas to be far below
the legal standard for two consecutive tests, but
it is always a little above the standard once out
of three trinls. It is obvious that any such sys-
tem of inspection is of no benefit to the con-
sumer. There might possibly be some reason
for requiring more than one lnstance of poor
gas for the collection of a penalty. Now and
then the gas might be below standard by mere
accident. It might have been well enough to
require two consecutive faflures, the tests to be
made without warning on any two days. But
it is ridiculous to require three tests, and then
put them so far apart. It is probable that much
of the complaint which is made on every hand
about bigher gas bills is due to this. It does not

neutralized, though that
‘po.eltoenlorcethelenlpeulltytorlnydll-
| covered fall below the standard, and to allow
| the making of tests at any time. Then the

stand to reason that gas meters all over town
vhkhhnhenm-mmhnvcnd-
m‘ﬂlwﬂd.norm!hnndrﬂholm
without any change in their habits have sud-
denly doubled their use of lights. Yet there are
frequent reports of gas’bills suddenly being
doubled from the bills which had been about
on a level for years.
Evidently more efficient disciplinary tests are
and the bill prepared under the Mayor's
direction would make them possible. It pro-

companies, if the inspectors were honest, would
pever know when the penalty might be in-
curred and would have to keep their gas up to
the standard all the time. This may seem
drastic, but the companies themselves have in-
vited it by thelr failure to meet the people half
way under the law meant to give them some
latitude. Other features of the Mayor's bill
are also commendable. It is proper that the
city authorities should inspect gas meters, and
that they should be inspected more frequently
than Is now possible. Still, it is probable that
the great majority of meters are fairly accu-
rate. The excessive bills are, it is likely, more
due to other causes, sometimes even to guess-
work, for now and then we hear of bills being
sent for carefully specified cubic fect of gas
which were never consumed because the house
supplied had been closed up.

THE COURTHOUSE REPORTS.

The commission appointed by Mayor Low, in
obedlence to an act of the legislature, to report
upon available sites for a new county court-
house has divided, three to two. The majority
recommend the blsck bounded by Mulberry
Bend, Centre, Pearl and Leonard sts., not far
from the Criminal Courts Building, while the
minority are in favor of taking the property
facing on Chambers-st. between Broadway and
the Hall of Records. The commission having
been forbidden to look north of Frarklin-st.,
these two sites were the only ones deemed
worthy of more than passing conslderation. A
public hearing will be given on March 4, and In
the mean time the question of cost will be in-
vestigated under the Controller's direction. The
need of a new courthouse is generally acknowl-
edged, and it is desirable that the Dbest site
ghould be selected without unprofitable delay;
but all the time required for the avoidance of
a blunder which would be permanently de-
plored ought to be taken, as a matter of course,
and we hope that those who are most nearly
concerned and most likely to govern the de-
cislon—we mean judges and members of the
bar—will not be unduly influenced by a natural
desire to get the preliminaries out of the way
and work begun as soon as possible. It is an
exceedingly important matter, affecting the
whole community in various ways, and it de-
mands thorough discussion.

The majority of the commission lay special
stress on two arguments in favor of the Mul-
berry Bend site—its size and its comparative
cheapness—but, with entire respect for their
opinion, we are inclined to think they leave
more to be said on the other side than they ad-
duce on their own. They do not hold that all
of the site they favor is lmperatively needed,
but they deem it important that a courthouse
should be separated by considerable spaces
from the nearest buildings. They would conse-
quently have the projected edifice stand in a
little park of its own, and their bellef is that
the adoption of their plan would lead to other
notable improvements In the neighborhood, and,
by increasing taxable values, largely relmburse
the city for its outlay. That is a practical
argument to which due weight shonld be given.
But it is not conclusive. In the first place, the
advantages of light, rir and quiet would be se-
cured in reasonable measure if the Chambers- |
st. slte were chasen, even though the proposed
building or bulldings should occupy the whole

of 1t, and the proximity of Mulberry Bend to |
the Criminal Courts and to a subway station
does not seem to us to be an exceedingly im-
portant fact.

Of course, there is no room for doubt as to
the greater value of the Chambers-st. property,
and the estimate that it would cost twice as
much as the other s probably safe. But we
cannot think that this is a case in which the
consideration of expense should control the de-
cision. It appears to us almost as certain as
anything belonging to the future can be that
the city will, sooner or later, be compelled to ac-
quire the Chambers-st. property, and we should
regard it as a grave misfortune if its acquisition
should be indefinitely postponed by the cholco
of another site for a municipal bullding of the
character and importance of a county court-
lhouse. If the city now owned the rest of the
block on which the Hall of Records stands,
would anybody sugzgest the advisability of sell-
ing It and with a part of the proceeds purchas-
ing the Mulberry Bend block? We think not.
It would be universally regarded as the best,
if not the ideal, site for such municipal build-
inzs as are now sorely needed and will soon be
indispensable. That, at least, is the way the
matter looks to us, and since we urged that
view of it on public attention years ago many
influential eitizens in public and private life
have come to our support. Yet we do not say
that it is time to conslder the question settled.
On the contrary, the majority and minority re-
ports of the commission ought to be cnrc}ully
compared and discussed without prejudice.

PLANS OF CAMPAIGN.

Nothing is ecasler, and nothing more futile,
than to theorize and dogmatize upon a military
campaign at the other side of the world, and
to tell how it will be or should be conducted.
In the present case that would be even more
than ordinarily futile, because we know so little
of actual conditicns, at the scene of war and
because this is pre-eminently a war In which
novelties may be expected. Japan is a new
figure in civilized warfare, and it is not certain
that she will follow the traditional rules of
strategy. Tais, too, will be the first time that
two great naval powers have matched modern
flects on anything like equal terms. How can
the rules of Farragut's time be applied to fleets
of to-day, with wireless telegraphy, subma-
rine boats and what not? Who accustomed to
nothing l.»m Occidental warfare can forecast
the conduct of a great and highly civilized
Oriental war power?

It may be that Japan will make haste to
strike heavy blows. Most people think she
should do so. But ske may play a waiting
game. The standard rule prescribes that she
shall destroy the Russian fleet before she sends
her army across the water into Corea. But it
is quite possible that she will do the contrary,
feeling secure in vantage ground of proximity
to Corea and superiority of naval strength.
From the shore of Tsu Shima to the docks of
Fusan is only thirty miles, while from the
mainland of Japan to Corea is scarcely more
than a hundred miles. It is possible, there-
fore, that Japan will pour her legions into
Corea at once, without waiting for the destruec-

from the mouth of the Yalu or from Poslette
Bay, to attack the Russian railroad,
ﬂumydwaﬂwithmmh Indeed,
the possible plans of the Japanese campaign are
literally “too numerous to mention.” The one
thin:orwhlchwomyteelmmhly-nh
thatth-hpsnmludﬂmmnymv.m
awake to every opportunity, and that they will
conduct their war with that rare combination of
daring and prudence, of intuition and judg-
ment, of brilllant dash and dogged determina-
tion, that in both war and peace has made
that nation one of the wonders of the modern
world.

In no country outside of Japan and Russia,
wolmgme.wﬂltheproxre.otthombe
more intently and sympathetically watched
than in the United States. We have already
sufliclently recalled the grounds of American
interest in it, and the reasons why American
sympathy and good wishes go out so largely—
as they unquestionably do—toward Japan. It
{s not that Americans do not wish Russia well,
or that they are not mindful of the friendship
that has long existed between the free republic
and the absolute empire. But 8o, too, has there
been friendship, warm and unbroken, between
America and Japan. If unbapplly forced thus
to choose upon which of two friends they will
bestow their chief sympathy, Americans are
not to be blamed if they choose that one whose
present alims and purposes are the more in ac-
cordance with their own. It will be with sin-
cere regret that Russia has placed herself in
an unjustifiable position, and with recognition
of the fact that Japan at this time is fighting
the battles of freedom and progress and justice
to all nations, that Americans will watch the
advance of the Banner of the Rising Sun.

Numerous indeed have been the pockets emp-
tied and the bank accounts torn to tatters by the
calamities in cotton, coffee and copper manipu-
lations since the second month of 1904 came inl

g —

Lovers of birds say that milliners still persist

in putting algrettes taken from the neck plumes

of the white herons upon the hats of women
who are willlng to pay Eiffel Tower prices for
thess expensive ornaments. So high are the fig- |
ures for these plumes that hunters In thoz
swamps of Florida and of Louislana stop at
nothing in their pursuit and their killing of
these beautiful creatures. The white heron is
apparently doomed to extermination.

g — |

After the arctio storms of this winter, must

we dread the onset of overwhelming floods |
when the drifts melt?

—_—

Russia is a pretty close northwestern neighbor |
of ours, the territories separated by a com- |
paratively narrow ocean strip, and great ln-]
dustrial, commercial and social activities will |
prevall between us before the world is much |
older. Meantime, that great Northern country
might with advantage discipline itself in rea-
sonableness, and strive to see the occasional
mare's nest for what 1t is, without the occa-
elonal hallucination that there is an Eagle In
ft. We have no hostlle sentiments tbward It,
but expect it to behave itself and respect
treaties and our commercial and other rights,
and should think better of it as a neighbor if
it also gave proper consideration to the rights
of others, the Chinese and Japanese included.

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

In Siberia the houses In every village upon the
main street facing the road have littles windows
with shelves about six feet above the ground, and
on thess shelves the Inmates place whatever food |
they have to spare. This is a custom handed down
from & former period to ald escaped prisoners,
the shelves belng placed at that height so as to
prevent dogs from getting at the food.

i THE DESCENT OF MAN.

[Quite the latest thing in “‘cures™ is that known as the
“fourfooted” cure, made in Berlin. It consists in making
the patient waik on his hands and feet, keeping the knees
stif four times a day for tweniy minutes at a time The
origin of the idea !s to be found In the bellef that stand-
ing upright Is after all, only a comparatively novel huo-
tion, the natural way of walking being that |
by the rest of the quadrupeds. Patlents soon
grow accustomed to 1t, and the resuits . Are
to be marvellous.—(The Manchester Guardian.]

“Upright was man made™—so the sage averred,
And man, delizhted with the novel attituds
Which P?'Irltd him from the beasts, received the
word
And ";’Itﬁlhod 1t, of course, with pride and grati-
tude,
I now declare the utterance a fiction,
And meet it with the flattest contradiction.

Man made himself upright. Eres he could talk,
Treep In primeval woods he used to tear about

On hands and feet; he only learnt to walk
8ome hundred centuries ago or thereabout.

I hold his present mode of locomotion

A passing whim, a vile new-fangled notion.

Why ba such slaves to fashion? Let us not,
Merely to gratify our human vanity,
Condemn ourselves to one long lingering lot
Of indigestion, sickness and Insanity—
Just punishment of those who outrage nature
To add a paitry cubit to thelr stature,

Then lose no time! Down on your hands and feet!
The new position, when you'rs first reduced to 1t,
May not be al! that you consider sweet
But only wait until you once are used to 11
n a few gencrations you'll be awearing
‘Tis the one attitude there’s any bearing.

Think what it means! Primeval man was free,
Bo far as history records, from many a

Disease which saps the madern race, & g..
Appendicitis, phthisis, neurasthenia;

Nor did he send his pale ansmic daughters

To take ¢lectric baths or tonle waters,

Therefore | say: Down, down u
Run like your simlan sires' nly the stupid'nl
Laugh when they see you. Vigor will be yours
When you have once again become quadrupedal
Thus only may you banish, If you cars to,
The thousand natural shocks that flesh is helr to.
—(Punch.

n all fours!

The new issue of British florins bears on the ob-
verse a flgure of BDritannla, for which Miss
Susan Hicks-Beach, daughter of the recent Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, posed. The Duchess of
Portsmouth has been the Britannia on all British
copper coins since Charles I1. Mrs. Martha Wash-
ington used to beam from the United States Treas-
ury notes, sometimes alone In her maternal glory,
and at others in company with President George
Washington. A century ago the Rothschilds sim-
flarly adorned their notes with the benevolent face
of Baroness de Rothschild, and In 1307 the State
Bank of Budapest engraved the radlant counte-
nance of Mme. Luise Dlaha, the prima donna, on
its thousand gulden notes.

Mrs. Jones—\What are you think! maki
your son Willte? e - o
Mrs. Brown—I've made up my mind that he
bo a stock broker. You'd ought to see how .;l::rl:
he is at playing Pit.—(Boston Transcript.

The most curious motor race ever organized was
recently held in Paris. The competitors were taken
to the top of the Eiffel Tower, and a distant church
spire was pointad out to them. Then they h~d to de-
scend, get aboard their machines, and find their
way through the maze of streets to the church.

QUEPYS ON PEPYS

[A London paper announces that the proper pronuncis-
tion of Pepys is dlscovered to be "Plp"'pl
Let us rejolce when now we read
The works of Samuel Pepys,
That lis odd name no longer need
To tremble on our lepys.

Henceforth we shall not hlunder through
The honored name of Pepys, i

But speak the words as one does whe
Through graceful measures trepys.

Time was, we may as weil conf
When just the sight of Pe yo.-'

In print would fill us with distress
And make us think of skepys.

It Is not “Peps,” ncr “Pepys"—N
The proper way is "Peeu';:." T

Let us pronounce it always so

And never lose our gepsl.
. D. Nesbit, in Lite. |

The crookedest rallway in the world is one from
Boswel! to Friedens, Penn., the alrline distance
being five miles. The road doubles itself four
times, and at one point, after making a loop of |
about five miles, the road comes back to within 300
feet of itself on a grade fifty feet lower.

LENVOI

Let join

We have no part with carping churls
Who-l:lahtombn’-mm-m-
. > = Lita
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About Pecople and

and Mme. Hengelimiller left Washington to-day to
malke a round of visits In New-York.
The German Ambassader and Baroness von
Sternburg left this city this morning to attend the
German-American charity ball in Philadeiphia and
a dinner In their honor. From Philadelphia they
will go to New-York.

- ——— —
NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.

[FROM THE TRIBUNE BURZAU.]

Washington, Feb. §—Miss Elizabeth Brewer,

by Mr. and Mrs. Livermore, of Yonkers, N. Y. The
ceremony, which was performed by Bishop SBatter-
lee, was followed by a wedding breakfast
home of Justice and Mrs. Brewer. President
Mrs. and Miss Roseveit and the members
Supreme Court were among the guests
church and the breakfast.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Walsh gave a dinner
this evening. Among the guests were the Secre-
tary of War, the Minister from Denmark, the Min-

tor and Miss Warren and Senator Hale
Senator and Miss Mliiard gave a dinner to-night.
Among the guests were the Secretary of the In-
terfor and Mrs, Hitchcock, Senator Alllson and Sen-
ator and Mra, Scott.
————

NEW-YORK B8OCIETY.

Miss Josephine Drexel's marriage this morning to

| Dr. John Duncan Emmet, with all the impressive

ceremonia! of the Roman Catholle Church, will
attract a large contingent of the fashionable set to

| 8t. Patrick's Cathedral Miss Drexel will be at-

tended by Miss Mazie Delafleld as maid of honor,
and by Miss Augusta de Peyster, Miss Dorothy
Schieffclin, Miss Rosina Boardman, Miss Cornella
Clarkescn, Miss Amy Fell aud Miss Amabel Esler
as bridesmalds. Th Addls E e, jr., will be
his brother's best man, and Boudinot Colt, Louls
Lorillard, jr., Louls Neabit, Willlam S. Mitchell,
George Thompson, Grenville T. Emmet and Addis
Emmet Harris will act as ushers. Archbishop
Ryan of Philadelphia, Bishop Coilton of Buffalo,
and Bishop McFaul of Trenton will take part
in the ceremony, after which there will be a wed-
ding breakfaat at the bride’s house, No 108 Madi-
son-ave

Dinners will be given to-night dy Mr. and Mrs
James A. Burden, sr., at their house, In Fifth-ave.;
by Mra Edwin J. Berwind, at her house, In East
Sixty-fourth-st., and by Mrs. Frederic J. de Pay-
ster at her house In East Sixty-sixth-st

Miss Callender has a large theatre party set for
this evening. She will take her guests to supper
at her home in East Saventy-second-st. after the
performance. There are a number of subscription
dances that take place to-night, including the Fort-
nightly, organized some years ago by Mrs. Lewls
Livingston Delafield, which meets at the Waldorf
Astoria; the Nelghborhood Cotilion at Dodsworh's
and the Tuesd Evenling & as usual &t Dai-
monico’'s

Mr. and Mrs Percival Kubkne of No. T Fast
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French, also returned to town.

Sternburg have arrived in town from Washings
and are staying at the Cambridga

“L'Elisir & Amore” was given last night st the
Opera. Among those present wers Baron vom
Sternburg, the German Ambassador, and Baronesy
Sternburg: Mrs. Cornellus Vanderbilt, jr. Mr. and
Mra. R. T. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. B. Francls Hyds,

Mr. and Mrs. H. McK. Twombly, Mra
and Mrs. Pembroke Jones, James Stiliman,
Mrs. 8. B. Franch, Elbridge T. Gerry,
Mr. and Mrs. John BE. Parsons, Mrs
Miss Van Nest, Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Haggin,
J. A. Burden, Mr. and Mra. James A.
James Heary Smith, Miss Trevor, John
Robert Goelet, Dr. and Mrs. W, Beward Webb,
Frederica Webb, Mr. and Mra Edward
Miss Morton, Mr. and Mrs. George
Mr. and Mrs. George 7. Baker,
Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt and Mr,
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Seventy-eighth-st., gave & large dinner last night | X Webdb.
— ———— ]
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. | 7 59 2% b0 the ume laws surmesste ¥

AN ESTIMATE OF ELIHU ROOT.

How Ex-Secretary of War Is Regarded in
Washington.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The loss of Washington has become the galn
of New-York, In the return to your city of Elihu
Root, late Becretary of War. Let me say & few
words as to how he is regarded here.

“Let not him that girdeth on his harnesa boast
himself as he that putteth it off,” Is excellent ad-
vice, and has a wider scope than the attitude of
the man himsel! who has undertaken any task.
I he has been put forward Ly & party or an as-
sociation, to fill a position or accomplish a result,
it is safer and wiser not to pass judgment on him
unt!l bhe has completed what he set out to do, or
falled in the attempt.

The time has come when the American peopls,
without entering upou controverted political ques-
tions or discussing the pollcy of expansion, for
which Mr. Root has consistently stood, can form &
Just estimate of his administration of his great
office

It is safe to say that no other Secretary of War
has accompiished so much for the army or so lm-
pressed himself upon its organization and person~
nel. It 1s not assumed that he originated the re-
forms which he has by persuasion—almost by
force—led Congress to adopt. They had been fre-
quently urged, and are substantially comprised in
recommendations made many years ago by General
Upton. Mr. Root comprehended their importance,
saw the benefit they would be to the army, and
to the country, and by his uatiring patience and
boundless tact, his great ability and knowledge of
men, and his trained skill as an advocates, was able
to convince Congress that they should be put in
the form of law. As & result, the worn out and
lumbering by of which army
affalrs have been carried on has been discarded,
incongruities done away with, long standing frie-
tion terminated, and the entire service reinvigorat-
ed and started upon & New cAareer.

Not enly has the regular force been improved. but
its relation to the miiitla has been drawn much
closer and new life and spirit infused into the
militia itsel?. To have accomplished these things
alone were sufficlent monument to any man, but
Mr. Root has had In addition great problems to
meet #nd new and perplexing questions to de-
termine In discharging the responsible duties
thrown upon him in connection with the manage-
ment of our new possessions. It was an untried
fleld, with no precedent to gulde him. He has prac-
titieally been their governor, and. whatever may be
thought of the polley of acquiring them, he has
managed them under most difficult and trying con-
ditfons with probity, firmness and wisdom.

In all general questions affecting the 1 of
the administration with which Mr. Root has
connected, he has been recognized as a wise and
consclentious counsellor, and has doubtless wielded
greater influence on the whole than any other one

man.
He entered upon his public career with a New-
York reputation as a clever and successful at-
torney and astute rnL!tk-hm He leaves it with a
eolid and well established national fame as a broad-
minded, farseeing constructive statesman, who has
left his mark for all time upon ths institutions and
etatute books of his country. Such resu.ts are well
worth the break they made necessary in his pro-
fessional career, which he re-enters with the
plaudits and best wishes of his countrymer and
with the certainty of the largest measure of success.
Washington, Feb. 5 1904 0 G

——el————
LACK OF RESPECT FOR LAW.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The editorial in Sunday’s Tribune entitled
“Lawless Theatre Managers” turns a searchlight
upon a condition fllled with peril to our country.
The non-respect for law. the non-respect for au-
thority, is a menace to the very foundation of
;wmgmmtonowmm
means chaos. That this condition is growing, all
thoughtful observers must agres. To check it we

EY

| must Aind the cause. The cause of such a condi-

law has lost the respect of the masses,
loses all when there is a suspicion that the

! bas slipped from her eyes

That this condition is one of d-nga s to pub
it too miidly. It !s a symptom of the disintegras
tion of a nation, and now is the time for patriotiy
citizens of this great republic to stamp out such &
condition. This can only be done by
sent standard of honor and duty. .
ave an honest Interpretation of man's duty
man. To read once in seven days before
made deaf and blind by seiflsh personal
is not suflicient. It requires examples of the
appitance of this teaching by those people in the
Tubzlc eye. The very peope who have by
ed the people to adopt the present low
must be the ones to alter it. The masses do
:‘r‘m:nuos‘:no:‘xfﬂ::owa lTho :;'oc-l of rr;;m
inded the leaders and lowered standa
LEWIS CAS3 JOHNSON
New-York, February 7. I%4

DUTIES ON WORKS OF ARE

Further Consideration of the Subject %
Monsignor Doane.
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: May I be allowed to say another Werd &
two in your columns on duties on old works of antf

A year ago I went to Washington and saw the
President, the Secretary of the Treasury and e
Assistant Secretary on the subject. The then Seo=
retary, Mr. Gage, sald that in Congress they wee
all sitting on the lid of the tariff box, fearing thad
lrnvcnopodwlnonommcmotm*
escaps. The tariff box. it seems, is the modem
box of Pandora. All thls to save the comparstively
few hundred dollars that would be lost to the re
enue of this great country!

What other civilized nation s thers on the fioe
of the earth that tmposes tribute ani levies B3
on the works of Rembrandt. Botticelll, Rapbash
Titian, Tintoretto, Veronese, Glorgions,
Dtirer and other great masters as
way Court has examples of al
The Dilrer is unique, the only one
and an le of & ster of whi
gallery of England does not possess
Raphael portralt is the original, a
“replica™ being in the Pittl gallery in Florence
citizens of Boston, when these great vases
to their port, should have recelved In
procession and escorted them to thelr
udmm:mnnooll‘wm
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painted his “Mad --nx,m.u'-=
fbm‘mm“m
passed for ‘oring

“tbm-autdﬂwmm
with the rights of owners, and yet submitted
to prevent the impoverishment of the ocount®h
which sets such store and valus on these
treasures of art. We, on the contrary,
law which virtually keeps them from
Old books are admitted free of duty. Why
pletures? Both should have the courtesy o
port.

The artists are in favor of this alleviation.
do not pretend to compets with the old
whom they doff their hats, and they are
have such models and standards within thelr

The experience of Fenway Court should

object lesson. The impost should be
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to
for a time every ship that comes In
with the beautiful




