
Dinners will b* given to-night by Mr. ar.d Mr*.
Jame* A. Burden, sr. at their house. In Fifth-aye.;

by Mra £>lwln J. Berwind. at her house. InEast
Blxty-foorth-st.. and by Mra Frederto J. da Pay-
star at her nous* In East SXxty-slzth-st.

Mis* Joaephln* Drool's marrlag* this morning to
Dr. John Duncan Emmet, with all th* laapreaalv*

ceremonial of th* Roman Catho.lo Church, will
attract a large contingent of the faah'.or.aol* set to

St. Patrick's Cathedral. Miss Drexal willbe at-
tended by Miss Mazle DelaSaid a* maid of honor,
and by Miss Augusta de Peysttr. Mis* Dorothy

Sfthieffclln. Miss Koslna Boardir.an, Miss Cornelia
Clarkscn, Miss Amy Fell ai:d Mis* Amabel Eaiar
as biideamalda. Thomas Aldla Hmmet. jr., will b*
his brother's beet man. and Boudtnot Colt, Louis
Lori!lard. Jr.. Louis Nesbtt, Wll.lam a Mitchell.
Oeorg* Thompson, Gr^nvli'.* T. Emmtt and Addis
Dmmet Harris will act a* ushers. Archbishop
Kyan of Philadelphia, Bishop Colton of Buffalo.
ar.d Bishop McFaul of Trwnron will tak* part

In th* ceremony, attar which ther* willb# a wed-
ding breakfaat at th*bride's nous*. No. 108 Madl-
•on-ava.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON,

[raox tub Taißtrxß bttezau.]
Wa. hlngton. Feb. B.—Allus Elizabeth Brewer,

daughter of Associate Justic* Brewer, of th*
United State* Supreme Court, was married at St.
John* Church to-day to Wellington Well*, of Boa
ton. The family of th*bridegroom wa*represented
by Mr. and Mrs. Uvermore. of Yonkers, N. Y. The
ceremony, which waa performed by Bishop Sar.er-
lee. was followed by a wadding breakfast at the
horn* of Justice and Mr*. Brewer. President and
Mrs. and Miss Roseveit and the members of th*
Suprem* Court were among th* guesta at th*
church and th* breakfast.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Walsh gay* a dinner
this evening. Among the guests w*r*the Secre-
tary of War, the Minister from Denmark, th*Min-
ister from Swltserland, th* Chines* Minister. Jus-
tic* and Mra Whit*. Justic* and Mr*. Pecltham.
Senator and Mra Dryden. Mrs. Hohart. Assistant
Secretary and Mra Loomis. Senator Fry*. Sena-
tor and Miss Waxren and Senator Hala

Senutor and Mis* Mliiard gay* a dinner to-night.
Among th* guests wer* th* Secretary of th* In-
terior and Mrs. Hltrhcock. Senator Allison and Sen-
ator and Mra. Scott.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS,

[raovi Tni tribcxi bcrbac. ]
Washington, Feb. I—Th* Austrian Ambas*a(Jor

an<J Mme. Hengelmtlller left Washington to-day to

make a round of visits In New-York.
The German Ambassador and Baroness yon

Sternburg left this city this morning to attend the
Q*rman-Amertcan charity ball In Philadelphia and
a dinner in their honor. From Philadelphia they
willgo to New-York.

THE CABINET,

frKOH tub TRtBUXB sraßAU.]
Washlngtcn. Feb. %.—S«cre'^ry and lira. Shaw

gave a dinner this evening:, when their gu«*t* w»re
Senator and Mrs. Bpooner. Senator and Mrs. Fair-
banks, Senator and Mra Burrows. Senator and Mrs.
Cullom, Senator and Mr?. Wetmore. Speaker and
Ml** Cannon. Mr. and Mrs. John W. Foster. ex-
Senator and Mrs. Thurston. Representative and
Mrs. Slb>y. Assistant Secretary and Mrs. Taylor.
Mis* Shaw and her house gue.it. Miss West, and
William Barrett Kldgely.
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I'LA.XS OF CAUI'AH.'S.
Kathhsfj is \u25a0aster, and Both more fut]!r>,

than to tbaarlae and deajaaatla* upon a military
OBaa«palga at the other sidi* of tba \v< rid, and
to tell how it will be or should b>; OOOdnCted.
In tin* present CBaa that would \u25a0><: even BMia
than ordinarily futile, because we know so little
of actual conditions, at tho BOBM of war nml
becJiuso tills is pre-eminently | war In which
Bevaltlei n<;jy ba expected. Japaa is a DOW
agara la drißaed warfare, and it is not eertala
thai 6lie will follow the traditional rules of
strategy, ma, too. will be the tlrst ttaao that
two eat naval powers have matched modem
fleetl on aaytalag lik.> --quai tonaa. How can
the rules of Panagat^i time be \u25a0palled to Boats
of 10-<lay, with wireless Iclegrapby, hi;!.ma-
rine boats nn«l what not? Wh<« BecaatOOMd to
nothing but Occidental warfare can forecast
the conduct of a great and highly civilized
Oriental war power.
It may be that Japan will make 1). *1 to

\u25a0Mai heavy blows. Meat people think she
should do so. But she may play a waiting
game. The standard rule prescribes that she
shall destroy the Kusslan tl.-«*t beflota she sends
her army across the water into Corea. Cut It
Is quite possible that abe willdo the contrary,
feeling secure in vantage ground of proximity
to Core* and superiority of naval utmigth.
From the shore af Tsu Shlma to the docks of
Fucan is only thirty miles, while from the
mainland of Japan to Oorea is scarcely more
than a hundred miles. It is possible, there-
fore, that Japan will pour her legions into
Ceres, at once, without waiting for the destruc-
tion of the Russian lleot. and if Russia it, as
we are told, doing the same, the ilrst clash may
come on land instead of on the sea. There are,
too, great uncertainties as to tho Japanese
avenue*, of approach to the Oorean battle-
ground. Kusan is the nearest point. But Che-
mulpo give* most direct access to Seoul, whiln
Wiju or Auju would bring them most quickly
against the foe. Upon the pos*ibillUp>i of a
swllt. d«t*;ruilnod raid Uito Manchuria, eiUi«r

Of course, there is ii<> mom for doubt as to
\u2666'.*» preat«-r value of the Chambers-st. proj-erty.

and the e«tlmat<» that it would cost twin M
Bsath a* the other is probably safe. Hut wo
cannot think that this is a ense In which the
consideration of expense) should control tno tie-
cision. It appear* to us almost an certain as
anything belonging to th« future can ba tlu\t
the city will, sooner or later, br» compelled to nc-
aajra tha Caaasbefa-at. property, »md we ihoald
regard itas a jrravo misfortune ifIt» acquisition

should 1m- Indefinitely postponed by the ebofca
of another kito for a municipal buildingof the
character and laapaitaaiM of a county court-
house. Ifthe city now owned the Mat of tha
block on which the H.ill of Bacordl staii'ls,

would anybody susjest the advisability of sell-
Ing it and with a part of the pror-ocJs punhns-
lac tha afanpmj Band block? We think not.
It would be universally n-jrnrdi-d as tin* best,

ifnot Iha Meal, flte for such municipal build-
ings as are now aotdy needed tad will laM be
Indispensable. That, nt loist. is the way the
matter look* to us. and since mm arged thnt
view of It on public attentiaa yaan ago many
influential Httataa in pabtic and private life
hnvo come to our Mafjpatt, let wo it not My
that it is time to consider 1!:*> question \u25a0atthsd.
<»n the eaatnty, tha majority and minority re-
ports of the coaualaaloa «.::_;: .t to be carefully
eoaanarad and dis<-us-«ed ajllbum prejudii-e.

The majority of the commission lay special
stress on two arguments in favor of the Mul-
berry Baaal Kite—its size nnd its comparative

cheapness— but, with entire respect for the'.r
opinion, we arc Inclined to think they leivo
r.iiro to be said on the other alaa than they ad-
duce on their own. They do not hold that all
of the site they favor is Imperative:/ needed,

but they dee:n it important that a courthouse
Fhould be separated by considerable ppaees
from the nearest building. They would conse-
quently ha\e the projected edlUce stand In a

little park of Its own, and their belief 1% that
the adoption of the'.r plan would load to other
notable improvements In the neighborhood, and,

{'V tncnaatng taxnMo values, largely ratasbaxaa
the city for Its outlay. That is a practical
argument to which (sui> weight sho'iM be given.

But it is not eonelUßivo. In the firstIlac»«, the
advantages i

'Ight, air and quiet would b. se-
cured in reasonable measure If th» Chambers-
ft. rHo we-i> chosen, even though the prop"^e<i'
':ii1!:!^ or ,;i;zs should occupy the wlol*

of it. and tha proximity of Mulberry Baad to
the Criminal Courts and to a subway station
does not seem to us to bo an exceedingly Im-
portant fact

THE COURTHOUSE REPORTS.

The commission apointed by Mayor Low. !a
obedience to an act ofthe legislature, to report

upon available sites for a new county court-

house has divided, three to two. The majority

recommend the bfadi' bounded by Mulberry

Bend. Centre, iVa'l nnd Leonard 6ts., Bat far

from the Criminal Courts KulMinß. while the
minority are in favor of taking the property

facing on ChnmlK-rs-st. between Broadway and
the Hall of Records. The commission bavin;;

been forbidden to look north of Fra: klin-st,

these tana sites were the only onoi deemed
worthy of more than passing consideration. A
public hearing will be given on March 4. and in

Hat mean tlmo tin* question of cost willbe in-
vestigated under the Controller's direction. The

need of n new courthouse is generally acknowl-
edged, and it is desirable that the best site

should be selected without unprotltable delay;

but all tl»e time required for the avoidance of
a blunder which would be permanently de-
plored oußht to be taken, as a matter of course,

and we hope that those who are most nearly

concerned and most likely to Rovern th»» de-
cision—wo mean Judges and members of the
bar— will not be unduly lnlluenced by a natural

desire to get the preliminaries out of the way

and work begun as soon as possible. ItIs an

exeeedinzly important matter, affoctlne the
whole community in various ways, and it de-
mands thorough discussion.

Evidently more efflcieut disciplinary testa are

needed, aud the billprepared under the Mayors

direction would make them pogsible. Itpro-
jMjses to enforce the legal penalty for any dis-
covered fall below the standard, and to allow
the making of tests at any time. Then the

companies, iftho inspectors were honest, would
never know when the penalty mteht be in-
curred aud would have to keep their gas up to
the standard all the time. This may seem
drastic, but the companies themselves have in-

vited Itby their failure to meet the people half
way under the law meant to tive tliein some

latitude. Other features of the Mayor's bill
are also commendable. It is proper that the
city authorities should inspect pas meters, and
that they should be inspected more frequently

than i» now possible. Still, it is probable that
the great majority of meters are fairly accu-
rate. The excpssive bills are. itis likely,more

due to other causes, sometimes even to guess-

work, for now :md then we hear of bills being

aent for carefully specified cubic feet of gas

wl.'.oh were never consumed because the house
supplied had been closed up.

stand to reason that gas meters all over town

which hare been in satisfactory use have sud-
denly gone wiid. nor that hundreds of families
without any change in th«-ir habits have sud-
denly doubled their use of lljrhtt. Yet there are
frequent reports of gas bills suddenly being

doubled from the bills which had been about
on a level for years.

CAUSE OF OVERCROWDING OF CARS,

Tsr.Er,^rr»
—• «*

of F*bruary 1: _„,,
jus h»v.more, \u25a0 ST%,tropeUJ
of them from the lower f'^lj^at the hideous iM

away with. . -»lln«

H m crtain that "*™
of m mi M \u25a0 "«f 2J1•»«! to

,o attempt to "•mte *•*•*

Further Consideration of th© Subject V7
Monsi^nor Doase.

To th*Editor of T>.« Tribuna
Sir: May Ib* allowed to *ay anofhar w*r4 O.

two in your columns on duties on old works of art?

A year ago Iwer.t to Washington and saw to*

President, th* Secretary of the Treasury aoC ta*

Assistant Secretary on th« subject. Th* then Sec-
retary. Mr. Gage, said that la Congrea* they w^rs

a.l sitting on th* lid of th» tariff box. fearing that

\iIt were opened to let on» thing out ethers satas*
e«.cap#. Th* tariff box. It seems, is th* mooißl
box or Pandora. All this to say* th*ccmpara-->^f

few hundred dollars that would bo lost to tha ra^

enue of thl* great countryI
What other dvllls*!nation la ther» ca tha fiaa

of th* earth that impo***tribute ani l*vt*itsJ

on th* works of Rembrandt. Botticelli. R

—
*

Titian. Tlator*tto. Veronese. Olorglon*. Va^J<s-i«»

DUrer and other great masters a*do*» oursT S"*>
way Court has «xamp:»* o.' aU these anJ o?a*»

The Dilrer Is unique, tha only on* ta th* ccuatr*

and an example of a master of which the Ma*J*
gallery of England do** not Doaaaaa a copy. 1»
Raphael portrait la th* original, a copy —^"*
"replica" being In th» Plttl gallery la F!or*r.ce. T5»

dtUens of Boston, when these «reat canvases -*a»

to their port, should have received them in »o.*am

procession and escorted them to their restia? I•»

as did th* citizens of Fiorenc* Wh*O C=iW

painted his "iUJonna." In Itaiy a !»» »•• 5*

pas-ed forbidding the carrying of masterpiece*

of th* land, an act of *uprem* dominion »»t»r.«r=s

with th* right* of owners, and yet subialt:a« »

to prevent th* impoverishment of th* \u25a0»-*£.
which net.i such .tor, and value on th*^ vr=*

treasures of art. W.. on th* contrary. \u25a0»*u|^a

law which virtually keei>s them troa comJI
*

Old books are admitted free of duty. Why act £
ptcturrs? Both should have the- oourt*sy •« "-

P<£* artists are In favor of this •^^.J?!
do not pretend to compete »«h th..»-» """J^„
whom thry

«nd
and they «• \u25a0••V

Tho .xperi«c, of Fenway C°™*™£££
object lesion. Tho Impost should b« "^
,„

London or •^^~/^^J'£»£/!a«l
warehouses where no one ••» th.m

.aflr*
this modern American "vion tea

DO*J*»
Newark. Fab. 1. 1»4. » "\u25a0 l~**

DTJTEES ON WORX3 OP AM.

with the poor, but the sans* law*snrmount<*S V
th» astute, high priced lawyers of th* rich. Hena)
law has lost th* respect of the matm Judt!c*
loses all when ther* 13 a suspicion that lao aa&Oaaw
bas s.lpr'vl from r.«r eve*

That this condition Is on* of iiiri:»r Is to pal
it too rnlM'.y. It 1* a symptom of t.-.- dlslnte^rap
Con of a nut.on. and now is da :im* for patr.otla
cltlzrr.s of tk.'.jgreat r«»uMic to •lams out sucn a
condition. This can only be dona hy changing on?
present standard of hunor and duty. \V* anas
have an hur.est Interpretation of man's duty a*
man. To re-id en -c tn sevn days before audiences
irad* deaf ir.il H.rd by s»..'lflh -«•'.: >-—•$
Is r.ot »u3lc!ent. it requires example* of the corr«c4
appilanca of this teaci.lnff by thos* p*opi* la ua>
public ey» Th« very peoo.e who have f-y taaaja
led th» poojie to adopt the present low st*a*!S
must b«» th* cnes to »l;er it. The !\u25a0»»•» do not
orii;inat«: they follow. Tho kt#*1 n'. money taa
blinded th* leaJ«rs and In-.v-r-d «-r.^ar<Js.

LEWIS CAiS JOiiXSOJL
N*w-Tork. Fabniarr •. V**>

aj:

There.;- : > far tanan .*::id iiussia.
cr !\u25a0

- . . . . ;,, :,;..y Bb •

t&5 ;\u25a0 I'Mraijd :,::.l Basea in UM I
\u25a0J try :<» :.\ qp a ih<*

1
\u25a0

' '
l"r Th- v. ::-. l\ tDfiEnStl

ydo so. Anu-rica and Spain <lid lin
U9S; md n . .--:», and pr batty •THI
tmtil the and Of :ue. tliat the other vas the
nggrcs^or. .\. lfc Be paj , ; i;i;u

_
»>ia::s sayiiia; siiu .apauex . udent" und
•*iuiable to obr.rv*' even tiie f.,
eencT." because it is not true, Baa* If it M«xa
true it BjatM tan Onto ]!r:\v\:<-:u \
1 iLings count for Lt:ie after MB haj . I
tailiybc^uu. All that Is <]'^:ra':i>on tl;:;i BBSn
is to oudersta: BJggbS the DOtßta Xt1 I
\.. li tiie tw.> npean were »—**t 10 a-.iiv.
aud tliat fur tht- suLe of historical accuracy
rather than for asy ffiract bearing x^wa the
conliict.

Let \i» take Euss:a's st: tement of those points.
Bussia, we ere toIJ. '-.as willingto cont-ede
Japan's demands excepting in lour r<
Tbe Ci>t was Japan's demand that Russia
eliould nuke a trvz^y dcfiniti ly puarauu«eins
tiie Chine** aaaaNfcaAjr of Manchuria. Th;.:
Ilus:;ia poan rely return**. Yet i:'Jss:a la ÜBS
dec'.uriil iL^t Om r'lcnl.'on of ««\«-:i a
part of l:-. \u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0-.. , bj :. "—\u25a0ixm paw v>>u!il
Imperil "he Chinese capital and j1;
peace In t;jo Orii-:;t- l:i refusing iii<> Ja, :i:j-

ese demand i.. ata refused— ..i the Ja;iaxies.'
view—to d:sc!u:i:i Intentions i•

incoaflt ftttlg
end to disturb the peace <-f Cast Asia. More
©vur, the second j.o.ut at fflavgveene&t im
tkuasifi s demai that tapan fh«.uid c*aars.ute«*
the Independence of Cor.-a. Tha; is 1,, Fay,

Utaasa UoaiaiKlcd of Japan ia Oir.-'a \u2666•thin*;
I
'

\\r.> unwillingJapan should demand
of L«>i in Ma:n!...ria.

T.:e third poiut was Uussia's *Mbbbbl that
there should be no Jorti2ca lions in S u;thern

C<rea v.Li^h i::!p!iT dominate the BtB& of
CoiJ-a, auJ tBOa tacaaiw Uusaiau communica-
tion by sea between Port Arthur a:.d V!.:.:;-
rostok. \\>understand that Japan was yriUimg
to recognize t!»«« fr^i>aaai and neutr.. of th;-

atralt in time of peace; as, of course, she must,
aaeinc it Is a i>ari of the hlpb seas. But, apart
*«'• Oiat, it is to be acted that the western
channel between the Japanese island cf 'IVu-
fculma and Corea, U thirty cr more miles wide.
That Is \u25a0« wide as I*rcrouse Btniit; hut is
ltufcisin ready to promise never to fortify the
•MBfcara end of BaKhxillni? Tap Btnsapera
Strait Is nnicli narrower, bat Ik c'reai BritaSa
rnquirrd to retrain from fortlfyinc Singapore?
Tulk Strait la no wider, but the short* of Or
lojiand Infill,nro not neutraii2<>tl. Tl-
•iOnuux ta Uttle wider, bat Ilti»kla. beriwif

GAS TESTS.
Nothing oould be more senseless than the

prti:t law caatnOlns OaCsal tests of the
<j:a!:'y of --s. In Act to incur the legal pen-
alty f.ir f:i:;'.:ro to furnish proper pas a com-
pany BBJai 1k» shown to be distributing ln-
ferior cus by tln«'n consecutive tests made not

than a week npart. For two weeks and

.•-:\ ftays out «.f every three weeVs, Ifthe tests
are made regularly, tiie jras may be poor. Then.
as soon as tba third test is made and success-

fullypassed, the quality can again be depreci-
ated. ILe tii'Tlf'ff has only to be -watchful
for every third test, and knows when Itmust

re for that. Th© only uncertainty is

whether or not it will be promptly made, and,
ifnot. tbm the extra expense of making good
gas must be continued for a few days until the
record is clear. Then another two -weeks and
six KMof immunity may be enjoyed.

That the gas companies take advantage of
this situation Is strongly suspected. Offlrlsl re-
pefltlhnv«» frequently shown ens to be far below
the legal standard for two consecutive tests, but
It5s always a Bttai above the standard once out

of three trinls Itis obvious that any sach sys-

tem of in«peetion Is of no benefit to the con-
sumer. There might possibly lie some reason
for requiring more than one Instance of poor
pas far the collection ••fa penalty. Now and
then the gas might be below standard by mere
accident. It r..!rht have been well enough to
require two consecutive failures, th» tests to be
*uo> without warning on any two days. But
Itis ridiculous to require three tests, and then
put thvru so far apart. Itis probable that much
of the complaint whlrh Is mad(» on every haml
about higher gas bills at duo to %*'\u25a0* Itdoe* not

\u25a0 tALTIMOEM FIRE.

The fctauaa IDtal City has Just suffered from
an a..:.- ::":i(rhlch has only one or two parallel!"

ia tiie iiibicry of lie couutrj". :hi greater past

of her business district Las been swept by

fire. A n e|aa maaamtDf three-Quarters of a
Blk by hult a mile Is now a some of ruin. By

a fort;;1..1to Bhanga in the direction of the wind.
the- ratal] BBOpa a^d iMkBdaMMplaces of resl-
aaaoe men r.s wcro also iha City Hall,

Onatan Donai and Po«toCico. Bat tho banks.
. . efflea builJin^s, juarters of tho

\u0084 \u25a0vvLoKi.alo warehouses.
factories and seme of the Me lumber yards
1;avo 1 ;. rr.»m tlie lirst outbreak on

BonOaj taana D ontO late on Monday a heroic
l,ut ... . ; less war was waped by the

... re Fire Department Bngnal and men

from half a dozen other cities came to Its as-

li!tlfffl*nhut with little effect until good ifen-
er;iU-Ji;;> piPvciit<xi the spread of tbe llames into

LLc tenement Lousa disirict of T-ist li.dtimore.

No estimates of xh« damage l1 pCnpcrtV can

yet be made wMoh tre very accurate, but ex-

teand nal it mipbt reach
( . .i half the amount lost at

l-!> in IV7I.1V7l. More conservative figures may

r wlien fuller information Is avail-
aV'c. Bran Doataara loss in iST-'—abr-.it |31>

. f not ba exceeded. It Is only too

. 1 ,: the world 1.-% witnessed
a calamity of exceptional magnitude.

In (. \u25a0 ire, no <!nubt the proportions of
the ccnf..igraUon nre due to the high wind which
prevailed .:iSr.u.lay and Monday. Maybe the

fact that «ome of the fire engines from other
w.ro not adapted to pumping salt w^t.T

\u25a0

\u25a0

mcd :.:>" t.» the result. The principal

Baefeaf tn Ibe »-i;v.:;Uwn, however, seems to have
U-iiiIblBOntealllai character of many of the
Lu;!Ji;:p:(« in that part of the city which has suf-
fered, i

-
re is one of the oldest places in

Alter;,a. and a uu:ubrr of the structures wl:!ch
.ed .v.:t~ '.:ited the Civil War. These

were far from ftnjTWrt and becamo an cssy

prey to tho Games when tha latter were car

r:ei bCfVOtf the s;>ot in which they OtfaJnatadL
Iba law 1'! !'i:

-
.i-s that represented modern

. . . iructioa were thus placed at an
Ivactago, tul it is coucdvabk-

• \ n BBBM ef t!i":n were m:re vulnerable
than Lad be-< n Bflßpeaadi Vk'Lr>n tJ.at district

:.!U ii is i.afo to say feat marked rilllHai
yuM ho la security us well as in out-

ward \u25a0pneaanoaaV.. 'Liable us is this event from many-
of view, one may yet flnd in certain de-

t.iiis cause for satisfaction. There was no loss
<if Ufa except among tho fircairn. The dwell-

\u25a0: ri«'h ai'.J I">r < s.ra; <-<l. On auy day but
hiuMl:y the fa' torit^s which were destroyed

. . a BBtai with scort-s. IfnA hun
Ontfa, Of \u25a0 .;ioyrs. Atraln, never did firemen
<\u25a0(,;,. 1..,-t io brave a battle, lialtiniore never

•TO lor;'<r Hi..r dariu;; and penbtßOOtj futile
a« their labors seemed to bo. Tiio promptness

with -vv i'i-. li the I- - :.-ituro was couvrnod, to
r to racb as might be made boose

i.eautiful feature of ytbU>rJay's
\u25a0y-

One must aJmire, too, the sturdy pluck of th-
1 anuounring, u:'J yet East

: ..rt-o was in itf-ril.that it would take care

of its cjv.n vanis without HlilMJli aid from
w;;!s;.le s nirccs. Tliis assurance, no doubt, was

hitcn.. . ly t i'iy to those who Buffered by

Iho <: slruction i.f liK'ir alx>des or thro;;sh accl-
u«.:iv. iiumlrctis, ix-rhaps thousands, willLave

been Buiwyout of ejiiployniciit;and relief may

1k» needed Bar t A.io:n b'f'.ro many weeks. For
I 1 of the financial distress which business

\u25a0mb willexpirlo'.ice as a result of this week's
sympathy can bo offered; but

B my ba peaaDjla t<> Bdp the wage earners
v.h.» BSVa |nal PKlTorcd. Ifllaltimore finds that

bnxdh 'l :> :.\> r ihais .-!:<" en bear, she has only

to say the word, and UlO rest of the country

will come u> the rescue.
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has been rlannin*: to fortify Bander Abbas.
Tbe Strait of liab-el-\£anJeb Is only half as
u::V, l.nt Great Britain "alta tight"at Pertm

end Aden. IIDenmark Is forbidden to Jortlfj
:.!iage:i. or Sweden Ilelsinibours. the world

, does Mlktiuu .*. though Ice Sound is ncarcely
! cae-tLird a* w;de M Cores Strait. Certainly

J Eiyjiaud ;- v t forbidden to forlify Gibraltar,

Iar Spain Couta. up >v a etralt only one-third ns

wide as that of Corca. The shores of the Strait

of Dover are not neutralized, though that
etrait is DUMaT li.an tl.at of O)rea. We can-

not even recall that Uie United States bus been
forbidJen I. toKtttr Uie Florida Keys, which

1 fi—mr
-' the T'orlda htralta, or the Porto

Bican B'Ae of the Mona Passago.

Finally, wLl'e Euksia wanted to create a nen-
tral z«jno o^ Ui« \u25a0 r>an side of the Yalu River,

sLe would not listen to Japan's suggestion that
; tLcre Kh.uJd bt a similar neutral zone on the

i Manchuria u side of \u0084c same river. That again

Lidiratt-d, as did the first and second points,

! En** unuiiiiDffucss to follow the rule of

"do ut dcs." or of "civo and take." She de-
i iaan>. cl J;:; :;n inCorca more than she would

era, t to Japan in Manchuria. She would not

praut to Ja;>-u in O rt-a .at she demanded for

Ji.-:-. ,f In M::jchurix Obvlousiy, In such cir-

I cuinslancts It-«\ us fJiilo to prolong negotiations.

i Such was the Japanese view, based upon what
v.c- DBftHttßi v> btcm been Russia's own state-

uient of the rase. When the full text of tho
diplomaUc corr«pondenc»» is revealed, ifitever

is. we fchall kuvw DMM upon the subject, but
;l';u bXBsaVMd aim lltlifT MMat least as

lil.olyto Btr.n-tl \u25a0 v Jnpan's as Russia's side of
: .:.::•. tillneutral people willdo

v...:. eTfeOt kaVplßg clcariy lo mind all tho

fcDMro tmctt, to mfkaln from partisan passion

aa eßfaer M» of a mm which is non« of our
makfng; and In which we ere not going to bo
. ,; ;,,-;, jarties to which wo deslro

j aUwa^'a; ta WgHfl as our lricnd*.

Mr- Jones What are you thlnkin*;of making of
your s< m Willie??

Mrs. isrown— Ivo in«<!« up my mlt.d that he ahall
ix»a stock broker. You'd ought to see how smart
ho. Is jit playing (Boston Transcript

The must curious motor race ever orcnnUn-1 was
r«-< «-ntly hrlil In Parts, Tka osasaatltan were tak«>n
to the top of the EiffelTowir, sal 1 a distant church
spire was point ->\ out to them. Then they h-ul to di»-

Hasata |X aboard their machines, and find their
way through the maze of streets to the church.

QfjaWii ON PCPTa
[A ljr>r.(\(.a p»p«r «<iii'unc»» that th» proper pronuncia-

tion of Prpys 13 dlsiovt'tad to b« "Pip*"')

Lit is rejoice when now we read
'l"l»e works of Samuel P*pys

That Ills odd :.Ktne no longer need
To '.rcmble on our lepya.

Henceforth we ene.il not blunder through
The honoroJ name of Pepya.

But s;xnk the words as une does who
Tkrougll gractful menaures trepys

Time was. we mny as well confess.
When Just the 'Ijtht of Pepys

In print would flit us with dlatresa
And make ua think of skepya.

It Is not "Peps," ncr "Pepyj"—No.
The proper way Is "Pepys."

Let us pronounce it always so
And nev«r lose our jrrcpvs.—

<W. Iv Nesblt, in Life

The crookedest railway In the world I*on* from
BoHwell to Frlodens. Perm.. the airline distance
being five miles. The road doubles Itself four
times, and at on* point, alter making a loop of
about five miles, the road comes back to within KO
feet of Itself on a grad* fifty f**Clower.

LENVOI

Let lovers Join us everywhere—
We have no part with carping churls

Who laugh to scorn love's swe«te*t *nar*—
A health a '.--'U> «-> Wvely girls!—

Oirookljn L..'x

In Siberia the houses In every village upon the
mala strort facing the read have little windows
with *h*!\«M about »lx feet above the cmund. nr.<\

on these shelves ;:,* Inmate* ;'.ace whatever food
they have to -;.IN This 1s a cust.ra hatitleJ Itn
from a former period to aid escaped prisoners,
the lWl« being placed at that height so aa to
prevent a) its from getting at th* food.

THE DESCENT OF MAN.
(Quft» t!se Utnt tf-.!n« ta l**f*In that knows as the

•"fcuif *-t»<J" cure. tn«<*.« In Her.ln. It c.n»:it» In m*fcl:i«T
t w

-
ilent walk on I.» kaaaaal Baal teat. kn-r'"j the kr»«e, - -

\u25a0
• • •• « my tor twenty aUaat— at a t;m«. TT>*

tt'tis'.n of th« Ur» !• to t« f unJ In tT \u25a0 ttief thai »tan*-
Inr urrlrht t» »rt»: aA only » comparatively Tir.T#l t.\t-

th*Baton ««» ( ««:ilaj h»\nt that
•'.Ul in. \u0084 lr

•• . r««t . r tl•> •!•-» \u25a0>• ;r»i«. Pal>nts toon
»r> w BjCCßStoaaal to '!. •f.''. 'h» results . . . are "aid
to b" aaaWWeflSHb

—
dial Maaefeester c;uardtan.)

"I'rr'cM wr»« mnn rail»"-»n the «-\i;» av»rr«d,
And man. delljrhted with the novel attitude

WM~n rrarkrd him fr^.m the beaats. received the
W'l-l?

An'l cherished It.of course, with pride and gratV-
tote

Inow cie~!n.re th* BttoraiHX a fiction.
Ami meet It with the flattest contradiction.

M^n made >In sail rirt.t. E><» he couM tnlk.
K-f^ In rrlmcval wnorti he u«crt to rear about

On hands an<l fee?: he oaty learnt ta walk
Boine irir.ilr'Mlfonturl't ki;o or there* .t
Ihold his present mode of locomotion
A pasnlng whim, a vile, new-fangled i.otion.
Why Msuch p!«vfi to fasMon? Let m*not.Merely to gratify our human vanity.
Condemn o'trwelve* to one long linic^rlrglot

Of Indigestion. HckßeWS and Insunlty
—

Just punishment of those who outrt\»r«» nature
To add a j.u.lry cubit to their stature.

Tr»n loae no time! Down on your hands and f«»*tt
The new position, when you're first reduced to It,

M-"v not be ol' thnt you consider sweet.
Hut only writ until yi>u one« are used to It!
'iix few Ken:rntlons jo-rilho nwearlnp
'Tin the one attitude there's any bearing.

Think what It means! Primeval man was free.
Wo far us history records, from many a

DtMStaal rrM-h 1th* niojern race, «. g..
Appendicitis, phthlst* neurasthenia;

Ni.r <I!.i he send hi-< i>nle Basnnta <i:iiiKhtera
To tail* • '.<-i trie bath* or tonic waters.

Therefor^ Isay: Dm, down upon all fours!
Run like your simian sires! Only the stupid'll

LK.k;!i when they Me you. Vigor"win be yours
Whan you have one* again become quadrupedaL

Thus only may jrou bai lah, If you care to.
The thousand natural shucks that flesh Ip heir to.

—(Punch.

The new lisue of British florin* bears on th» ob-
ver»*- a figure of Uritannla, for which Mis*
Susan Hlcke-Hench. daughter of th* recent Chan-
cellor of th« Baaaaaaar, posed. The Duchess of
Portsmouth h»« been the Britannia on all ]<ritl*h
copper coins sln<-« <*hnries 11. Mr» Martha Wash-
ington !!•-.-,1 to 1 \u0084-iia from the United Htutea Treas-
ury notes, su:nt'tlmc» aluno In her maternal glory,
and at others in company with President George
Washington. A century ago the Rothschild* sim-
ilarlyadorned their notes with tho benevolent face

Ol Batman do r.oil.j-cMM, and In 1537 the State
Kank of Budapest engraved the radiant counte-

nance of Mmc. I.ulse Itlaha. the prlma donna, on
its thousand gulden notes.

THE TALK OF THE PAT.

Russia Is a ptwtt* close northwestern neighbor

of ours, th* territories separated by a com-
paratively narrow ocean *trip. and great in-
dustrial, commercial and soo'.al activities will

prevail between us before the world Is much
older. Meantime, that great Northern country

might with advantage discipline Itself In rea-
sonableness, and strive to see the occasional
mare's seal for what It Is. without th* occa-
sional hallucination that there Is an Eagle In

it. We have no hostile sentiments toward It.
but expect It to behave Itself and respect

treaties »nd our commercial and other r!«:hta,

and should think better of It as a neighbor If
It also gave prcper consideration to the rights

of other*, the Chinese and Japanese included.

AftT the nrotlo storms of this winter, must

we droad the onset of overwheiminr floods
when the drifts melt?

Lovers of birds pay that milliners still persist

In putting aigrettes taken from the reek plumes

of the WMM herons upon the hats of women

who ar« willingto pay Eiffel Tower prices for

the #« expensive ornaments. So high are the fig-

ures for these plumes that hunter* In the

swamrs of Florida and of Louisiana stop at

nothing in th^lr r,»rj«ult and their killing- of

these beautiful creatures. The white heron Is
apparently doomed to extermination.

Numerous Indeed hay* been the pockets amp-

tied and the tank accounts torn to tatters by th*

calamities In cotton, coffee and copper manipu-

lations nines the second month of 1004 came in!

from the mouth of the Talu or from Posiette
Bay. to attack the Ku.«slan railroad, specula-

tion may dwell -with some fascination. Indeed,

the possible plans of the Japanese campaign are

literally "too numerous to mention." The one

thin? of which we may feel reasonably sure la

that the Japanese leaders are fully alive and
awake to every opportunity, and that they will

conduct their war with that rare combination of
daring and prudence, of intuition and Judg-

ment, of brilliant dash and dopffed determina-
tion, that In both war and peace has made

that nation one of the wonders of the modern

world.
In no country outside of Japan and Russia,

we Imagine, will the progress of the war be

more Intently and sympathetically watched

than in the United States. We have already

sufficiently recalled the grounds of American
interest In it, and the reasons why American
sympathy and pood wishes go out so largely—

as they unquestionably
—

toward Japan. It

is not that Americans do not wish Russia well,

or that they are nut mindful of the friendship

that has lonp existed between the free republic

and the absolute empire. But so, too, has there
been friendship, warm and unbroken, between

America and Japan. Ifunhappily forced thus

to choo6o upon which of two friends they will

bestow their chief sympathy, Americans are

not to bo blamed if they choose that one whose
present aims and purposes are the more in ac-

cordance with their own. Itwillbe with sin-
cere regret that Russia boa placed herself In
an unjustifiable position, and with recognition

of the fart that Japan at this time la fighting

the battles of freedom and progress and Justice
to all nations, that Americans will watch the
advance of the Banner of the Rlsln? Sun.

It la safe to say that no other Secretary of War
ha* accomplished so much for the army or so Im-

pressed himself upon its organization and person-
nel. It Is not assumed that he originated the re-
form* whfch he has by ptrsaa«lun— almost by
force—led Congrvs* to adopt. They had been fre-
quently urged, and are substantially comprised In
recommendations made many year* ago by General
Upton. Mr. Root comprehended their Importance,
•aw th* benefit they would be to th* army, and
to the country, and by his untiring* patience and
boundless tact, his great ability and knowledge of
men. and his trained skill as an advocate, was able
to convince Congress that they should be put In

the form of law. A* a result, the worn out and
lumbering' machinery by mean* of which army

affairs have been carried en has been discarded.
Incongruities don* away with, long standing fric-
tion terminated, and th*entire service relnvlgorat-

ed and started upon a new career.
Not only has the rrjtular fore* been Improved, but

Its relation to the mllltla has been drawn much
closer and new life and spirit Infused into th*
mtlltla Itself. To have accomplished these thing*

alone were sufficient monument to any man. but
Mr Root ha* had In addition great problem* to

m*>et md new and perplexing question* to de-
termine In discharging th* responsible duties

thrown upon him In connection with th* manage-

ment of our new possessions. It was an untried
field with no precedent to guide him. He has prac-

tltlrnllybeen their governor, ard whatever may re
thought of the policy of acquiring them, he ha*
manned them under ."•ont difficult and trying con-
ditions with probity, firmness and wisdom.

In all «rnerul question* affecting the roller or
th- administration with which Mr. Root has been
cor.nrotrd he hi« beon rrcomlxed «s a wise ami
mmarttl I**"—1**"— eewswaeJlor. ami ha» doubtless wielded
creator Influence on the whole than any other one

H* entered upon his public career with a New-
V..rk reputation a* « d »\u2666** •\u25a0• *wW*Mfti at-
torney »n.l aatut* politician. He leave* It with a

(\u25a0olid and wf!lMtabOHMd nnttonnl fame a* a Broad-
mln«1«<l '\r>i> : constructive state»mnn. who has
l»ft Ms mark for nil time uoon tinInstitution*and
statute book* of hi*country. s»;u-h resu.ts are wet!
worth the break they made r.fce?aary In his pro-

fessional career, whl'-h he re-enters with th<»

plaudits nr.l best wishes of his countrymen and
with the certainty of the largest measure of success

Washington. Feb. 5. 19«>»- O. C.

LACK OF RESPECT FOR LAW.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The editorial In Sunday's Tribune tntlt?ed
••Lawless Theatre Managers" turns a searchlight
upon a condition filled with peril to our country.

The non-re*pect for law. the non-respect for au-
thority. Is a menace to the very foundation of
government, and. carried to Its logical conclusion,

means chaos. That this condition Is growing, ail
thoughtful observers must acre*. To check It we
must find the cause. The causa of such a condi-
tion may be obnoxious, unjust laws or the corrupt

or Improper administration of Just laws. "The dis-
regard" Is not confined to any special class or sec-
tion: It Is widespread— *«*n In our courts and
kitchens. It is only an expression of a general
public feeling that laws are made by th* rich, to

be observed by th* poor and evaded by the rich.
On every *ide we see an Indifference shown by
money to law. A law rarely stands as a barrier

to th« possessor of wealth or Influence in the race
for possession We see law* evaded tv technical-
ities. We •»• that law* ax* enforced la UmU muat

How Ex-Secretary of War Is Regarded in
Washington.

To th*Editor of The Trtbun*.
Sir: The losa of Washington ha* become the gala

of New-York. In th* return to your city of Eiihu
Root. late Secretary of War. L*t me aay a few
words &a to how he Is r^sarded hare.

"Let not him that girded on his harness boast

himself a* he that putt*:hIt off." Is excellent a '.•
vice, and baa a wider scop* than the attitude of
tl0 man himself who lias undertaken any task,

Ifhe ha« bean put forward by a party or an as-
sociation, to nil a position or accomplish a result.
Itla safer and wiser not to ;a«s Judgment on him
until be ha* completed what he set out to do. or
failed In the attempt.

Th* time ha* com* when the American people^
without er.terlr.g upon controverted political Ques-

tions or dl)icu!isln< the policy of expansion, for
which Mr. Root has consistently stood, can Tin. a
Just estimate of his administration of hi* great
office.

AN ESTI3IATE OF ZLIHTr ROOT.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUXE. TUKSPAY. FEBRUARY 0. 1004.

About Vcopie and Social Incident*,Atnvtrmrrtt*.
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TUL KEeTS BUM mOtXDXk

Ti'Kllsir d'AmorV* waa given last night at th*
Opera. Among those present wer* Baron to*)

Sterntrurg. the German Ambassador, and Baron***
Bt*mi>urg; M.-a Cornellua Vanderbtlt. fjt,Mr &c4
Mra. R. T. Wilson. Mr. and Mrs. B. Francis H74%
Mr. and Mrs. H. McK. Twom >:y. Mrs. A*tor. IT*
and Mrs. Pembroke Jones. James Stlliiaaa, Mr aasl
Mr*.S. B. Franch, sssMsaJi T. Gerry. Mas Gen-7,
Mr. and Mr*. John E. Parson*. Mrs. Van N>«V
Miss Van Nest. Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Hafgm. Mr%
J. A. Burden. Mr. and Mra. James A. Burden. Jr«
James Henry Smith, Miss Tr**or. John Tt»to»»
Robert • '•let. Dr.and Mrs. W. Beward Webb> ytUm

Fr*.>rl-a Webb. Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Bacoa«
Mis* Morton. Mr. and Mrs. Grorge Jay CoulaV
Mr. and Mrs. George 7. Baker. Mrs. W. O. La**>
Mrs. W. K. Van<Urbllt and ill. and lira, Traaft
n v\'«t)a.

J. Henry Smith, who had been entertaining a
large week-end party M Kincralg, his place atTuxedo, returned to town yeaterday wlta ti»
guesta Alfred G. Vanderbllt, who had be«a tpesaV
Ing Sunday at Tuxedo with Mr. and Mra. Ajam
French, also returned to town.

Th* German Ambassador and Ea- .-m «•\u25a0
Stornbur^ have arrived In town from

~~
urnili

and are staying at tie CaabrUg*

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce la-nay are la town aad
staying at the Holland Iluuse for a fortnigaa

Mrs- E. ItoHtna Mora* has left towa for th*
South, where sh* la staying with Mr. and Mm
R. T. Wilson. Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. ElbrJdira T. O*rry hare r^faraea
to town with Mis. Gerry and Peter Goelet Owrji,
who has now almost ert!r»ly recovered fro*» a*
attack of typhoid fever with which he was *trka>en while In Seattle. He will soon go abroad with
his parents and sisters.

In the Metropolitan CM Ann~»

Party at her hou« ,„
Eas, Th"

'
-J^**her daughters. Mia* both a-^T^*"m~«~ *»

lami. *\u25a0\u25a0 Daraaa Wat

In the afternoon the larr« k.-i

Waldorr-Aatorta wa, th- „££ 0^» **"
*•*•» of B* Seamen ,B^t J^

°
08ei't «•

Schumaaa-H.lak. M. Gilbert of th v
' **

Opera Company. .nd j*,.lv« ?*£*.*«r*poUu,
the ppo«ramm*. ana there WM, ***ur«? <*
lonatol* attwdanc a»,on. If^Mrs. VaxuierbUt. Mrs. E. U BayU— M . bite «
Morton. Mrs. Chart- B. Al«ISr x'" *
jars W.lliam D. Eloa^ °

3?M

O*d« Mill,. Mr.. Henry A. Cwter Mrs A(^
Iwlla. jr.. Mra. Whltelatr Reid. Mr« j^i *?**man a,d Mr* Stuyvsan" Fta* a .a^J^r-a!l.ed In behalf of this popular c^11*
the manager, of which are Mr,. John LT"0*Mr.. Frederic J. de Poster, aadM~ °!La*»-
The entertainment may m'+mOmT^Slbee a success financially, socially ami muM^*

An engagement has just be«n anm**—a
-

Boston which Is not without Interest to th*

**
ish world In this city. It1, that of M!MK»!h^"Thayer to Howland Russell. Miss Tbajw taTdaughter of Mr. and Airs. Eu**n. Van iUn.,.^
Thayer. of Boston, and the «*aa*Ma»«ih-*r *
Xa.thAr.lpl Thayer. who married the •aught- 2Stephen Van RensMlaer. of this city. MLaVxw«ra mother was Miss Susan Spring, the la-, iL»J. Hampden Robb Was her aunt, and Mr*.Goo.'Livingston, a. well as Hiss Cornelia M<l Mb.Harriet Robb. are her cousins.

Columbia's annual Junior baa win tail jiao*•*Friday night In th* university gymnasium tnr>.a*j
of. as heretofore, at Sherry's. Amo*_ i.,
ra'roness<»? are Mr*. William K. betto,
Oeorg* B. De Forest. Mr*. W. O. Lanndon. JCraDouglas Robinson and Mrs. Thomas Newbol*.
By the death of Aqfttw H. Bands a

—
Lt. 4

well known people are placed In mouraJag, in-cluding hi* broth** William R. Bands, mi hitnephews ami iiWes. B. Aymar Sands, Robert C
Sands. Miss Ann. Panda and ilr«. Tneodasa a>Havemeyer.

Mr and Mre. Pfcrclral Kuhn*. of No. T East
B*ver.ty-*lghth-*U «ay* a larga dinner last night

Miss Calender has a larg* theatre party Mt for
this «v»r.ln?. She will take her quests to aupp«r
at her bom* In East 6*v*nty-**coni!-st. after th*
performance There, ar* a number of subscription

fiances that take place to-night. Including the Fort-
nightly, organized iom« year* ago by Mr*.L«wli
Uvlnjrston D*:aneld, which meets at the WalWf
Astoria; th* Neighborhood Cotillon at Dodiwor 1-.•
and the Tuesday Evening1 danc** a* usual, at Dei-
nionlco'a
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