
The battlmXifT C**revßtK The battleship lietrisan.

When a dedatv* battle of mm. rower has been

luaial the Japaae»« can chooae between raareh-

kasT thrmsxh Seoul to the Tain, or menactn*? the

r&flwar b-tween New-Chwana; and LJao-Tant:

The Raaslan tomes are massed at three points

-port Arthur, the railway south of Moukden

«nd th* mouth of the Yatu. where the chief

read to B*oulhi coir.mandwd.
ajsojoatlosai account* of the burning of Port

.Arthur and th» oestructlon of the Russian fleet

«j, accredited at both the Russian Embassy

ma Japanese Legation here, Many contradic-

tory report* «• rubllshed. but little doubt re-

nalsa that three Russian vessels have been dls-

»htod with i-rtoos loes. aad that the Japanese

how* squired at the outset the supremacy of

tha -a.
* «- F«

the pin of Port Arthur. while the world waits

to nod out whether Abouklr or Santiago has

oaao rer^ated.

Homer's Furnitare.Important to Furniture Buyers,

THE many alluring announcements 3.so-c,UJ -February Bargain Sak, 2Furniture lead us to remind the prdent public that we stand ready to senTthem, as always, not with e^ods -*T
factured or bought at haphazard for «wcial Sale" purposes, but withFurniture £is reliable, trustworthy and high daaTJ!the fullest sense -goods which have mad'our house famed as headquarters or xs.very best productions of the Furniture mand price-marked at lowest cost at whichsuch grades can be sold.

Another feature of oar stock which »<•*\u25a0 mmfurther to its supremacy, as In the MOL Tsiveritable wealth of choice In design.,finches In all lln^r whether for fie n~J 34

Roo^n.^ Parlor. Bedroom. Dlnlnfßoo^^S
R. J. HOR.NER. ® CO

Furnitur; Makers and Jmpcrr-i
61. 63, 65 West 23d Street

BRITISH SATISFACTION*'.

CAVES OF

CALIFORNIA
California ha* mnaeroos natoralbridges, cave-*, etc.. of nolittle inter-
est. The Mammota Cave of Cala>veras :the Alabaster Care: the CrrvtalPalace Cave, containing anumber
of subterranean apartments. <uch *.
the BridalChamber, the Crystal Pal-ace Room, and the wonderful ilusio
Hall.

The psMsasssst. shortMt and quickest rente
to these scenes is via,

UNION PACIFIC

SOUTHERN PACIFIC
FASTEST TIME

SHORTEST LINK
SMOOTHEST THACK

287 ERCAOWAT, NEW YORK CITY
R. TEN3ROECK, G. E. A.

LEMAIREEI
PARIS

It id quality that ha* made th»
came Lcm.iire famous. Se« that thU
name, spelled L-E-M-A-lR-E as
above), is on the end and ground th»
eye piece of every Opera and Field
Glass you buy :otherwise you willbuy
morthless imitation-).

X:«-».-j ty nwmtmmOjS» s— l"*i.

'Japanrse Praised— Guarded Com-
ment on Mr.Hay's Not*.

Xionffoa, Feb. lOt
—

The dispatch from Major

General nug. Issued at St. PrterFburs en the

\u25a0iijsiasssiil off Port Arthur, has not yet

\u25a0as ihit the Bng-llsh newspapers, and the vari-

ous account* of the Port Arthur fight published

this morning leave much to be desired on the

point of rxactltude. It is the general opinion

Of the British press, however, that Viceroy

Jl— wiTs dispatches conceal the extent of the

tamer* that the Japanese onset Inflicted upon

tfc» IToasis fleet, and that when the actual

facts become known It will b*Been that Japan.

by her pluck and onenry, has practically se-

cured command of the sea.

In an editorial "The Dally Telegraph" says

that unless all elgne are astray, "the Far East-

ern fleet which Russia built up with extraor-

dinary exertions during the last five years Is

In Its death apor.y."

"The Times" says the moral effect of the blow

\u25a0which Japan suddenly drii..-r» 1 can hardly be
•\u25a0xagwrated. and that the immediate strategic
consequences are scarcely second In Importance

to the moral effect.

All the dally papers express the greatest satis-

faction st tsurh a complete and unexpected

Initialsuccor on th> pnrt of the Japanese,
i-'cretary Hay s note to the \u25a0•-.\u25a0 \u25a0 •<\u25a0 on the In-

t.>*rJty «f China created creat interest at the
Japanese Legation here, where it was chsrac-
tfrizefl as "a pr-rtous Mow to Russia." Beyond
this stMilaiHOl. however, the legation officials
tefuspd to be quoted. The daily papers publish

the note with (Treat prominence, but while ad-
mitting Us extreme importance and urgit •. the

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0at careful consideration of the proposal, they

••ssoattit upon Itin a tour of considerable cnu-
•*•\u25a0• '•Tl.r- Times" says it hopes it will meet
v.itb c^reral Fupport, H :J vnuld BBS the dan-

•\u25a0r of the disturber of the worlds pea "

"The Uoniins; Post' points cut that the diffl-
culty is to define what is mcjiiu by "China." but
»*>' i* thinks Great Britain mould readily as-
wnt to Secretary Hay's proposaL

"The Dally Chronicle- and "The Standard"
are equally in favor or th<> idea If it can be put

Ji.to execution. but these papers think the pro
posal requires c;>-se p(-runny, owing to the dif-
ficulty of carrying it into effect.

A TVMILTIX RUSSIA

Craving for Liquor
positively nsMved at from 21 to >S h-^iirs.

MORPHINISM
Ar.U e!J»«r drug diseases p»rmon?atly

tur«ci at tiki

Oppenheimer institute,
153 WEST 15TH STREET. NSW TOBX

aSBBOS Oxxn.

Cut out *n4 i«n4 till*coupon tot trtm isassass*

SAME „ -•- -«
«
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opr»^" Instl:uf» ailvrt!»emi-nt« 'n "•
pay»-r ilt>n.l»:. >V«.!ae«il*y *n.l V"r:i»r-

W > -h fti ttirra.

Art E.rhihitiuns and Sides.

Censorship Stops Details of Battle-
Czar at Sen ice.

St. Petersburg. Feb. '.*
—

a rigid ceneorsh'.p Is
•k.ercieed on all telegram* from Port Arthur, and
the public is sti'.l completely In the dark m* to
the result of Ik*ssXbtlnc there.

The report giv-n out by the Admiralty this
r ri-rnoon of the sinking or r>v*nJapanese war-
•tUps In the Far E:ist travelled over Russia and
K«rope. un3 St. Petersburg waa besieged by
telegrams i.«krt|c for crr.r.rrr.£Uon. Later in the
day. when doubt was ca?t on the c«.curacy of
:!-iS •part. public ar-.xlety asssasal mosi acute.

Inquiries for an ofßcial statement were met

ASK THE WAITER
FOR

Cold Seal
jgfe* America's iiest

flß^\^ggold

Ml an * frrnchwinc
r-«vor. 6nd 'coatt OOlv one

MM J «.om> SF:al x%

f& \ Pttb w;thr it."
Urtaw Wins Do., Urfaana, H. T.. Sole M«kir

Commenting on th» address of loyalty from

the Provincial Council of the government of

YarosUve. the "Noroe Vremya" says It Indi-

cate* the sentiments of the whole Russian pert-

ple, adding: "Woe betide Japan."

The effect on the Bourne, where. It was
rumored, the full extent of the fighting at Port

Arthur had not been made public, and that the
encagr-ment »-m still going on. was that a re-
curr.rjtlon of the panic seemed absolutely inevit-
able. The trnrket had no surport. Imperial 4s
falling another p<W. Lottery bonds were
quoted at 30 rubles, and bank stools at 20.

The United States Ambassador, Mr. McCor-
raick. wa* Informed this morning that Russia
had no objection to the United suites looking
after Japanese Interests in Ruorta. Mr. McCor-
sasaWi principal duties willbe to protect the few
Japanese subjects In European Russia. There
are only twenty of them In St. Petersburg and
live In Moscow. Ther* may b* difficulties m
Asiatic Russia.
it ts learned Ui*4 11. Kurlno recommended his

The action of th« Japanese In attacking the

Russian Ce*t without a declaration of war is
denounced as an outrage by the Russians gener-

ally, and the result. Instead of discouraging
them, seems to have been to furnish the spark
necessary to fire Russian patriotism. From the
larger centres through European Russia, comes
Information thai the country Is roused by the

Jaoanew action.

Thr temper of the people, which was Indicated
In the great personal demonstration accorded to
their majesties at the Imperial Opera House
yesterday evening, the audience rising and slryr-
lr.g ".Jod. Save the Czar and Give Him Victory."

was further manifested this morning after the

nrrlvsl of the news from Port Arthur In the
crowds of rolurteers who besieged the genera!
ptaflf offices

At the conclusion of the service the Imperial

Iarty Elowly rt-tired. As they re-entered the
palace another burst of enthusiasm greeted

them. The Czar made no address. Darkness
had fallen before the service was finished.

NAVAL RESERVES CALLED OUT.
Feverish activity reigned at all the Ministries,

und war preparations were pushed Inall direc-

tions. The Naval Reserves have been called out.

The Russian Red Cross already has sent
'2 <«•<» beds to the Far Fast and Sisters of Mercy

are leaving.

The court chaplain, attended by the deacon,

reverently approaches the r*zar and sprinkled

lum with holy water from the chaJlce and pr*-

ser.ted \u25a0*\u25a0 cruclflx. whlth the Czar kissed f• r-
venily.

RUSSIAN RULERS ASK DIVIN"E HELP.

There was an unprecedented scene at the re-

ligious service held In th«» Winter Palace at 4

o'clock this afternoon. At the command of the

Czar a great concourse of ministers, court offi-

cials, high FtaJ» functionaries, women of rank

and military men assembled in St. George's

Hall,all the men arrayed in fulluniform. After

some delay, which became almost oppressive

because of the feeling of solemnity plainly ap-

parent, th» doors of the Imperial apartments

were opened and the Czar entered, wearing the

uniform of the Ist Guard Regiment of Rusaia.
with the Crarlna Dowager on his arm. The

Dowager wore a return* of pearl gray and no

jewels. The young Crarina. wearing white and

sliver, followed, escorted by the Grand Duke

Michael, the heir presumptive. The entire Im-
perial family followed in order of precedence.

Approaching a group of naval and military

officers. his majesty turned gravely and greeted

them with customary Russian phrase:

"Iwish you good health, gentlemen

The officers responded with vigorous hurrahs

The scene became one of lid enthusiasm, amid

which the Imperial pr«v>»ss!nn moved forward,

entered the chapel, advanced to th~ altar and
stood with bowed heads, vhile the choir and
clergy Intoned an impressive Intercessory ser-

vice of the Gre*k Church. An Intense; re-
llginus pplrlt i*>rvaded the entire aspemMage.

•which erowojol the little palace chapel to Ha
utmost capacity. During the recital of the
Litany many knelt and bowed their heads to

the ,'lap*: floor.

A manifesto declaring the existence ot a state

of war will be Issued to-night.

Th« ra«t square in*front of the "Winter Palace

H crowded this evening with an immense as-

semMag* of r«o?le. carriages snd sleighs.

Amonc the excited, cheering crowd* the wildest

reporta of happenings in the Far E«*t were

circulating.

with the r»rponse that, la accordance with the.

circular Issued last Sunday, all offlclaJ reports

would first appear In the "Official Messenger."

The news that Japan had duplicated her tac-

tics at the opening of the Chlno-Japaneee war

by a torpedo attack on the Russian ships off

port Arthur created Intense excitement. The

bare announcement arrived from Viceroy Alex-

teft at S o'clock this morning:.

Stock* fell enormously here to-day. Four per

cent consols dropped from 144 to i:». Imperial

rente* from \u25a0 to M. the Russian Bank of For-

elirn Trade from 330 to 30<\ International lost

20 points, Mantascheff petroleum went down

80. Nobel shares lost 4.'. points. First Premium

a*aa« Loan lost 43, Second Premium State Loan

IS and Third Premium State Loan 34. These

losses «re typical.

By the Lite
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Notwithstanding this bitterness, however, uni-
versal recognition was given to Jappn's au-
darlty. and It was evident that Japan's naval
prestige had been materially Increased.
In Russian diplomatic circles the success of

Jarwn last night naturally aroused the gr<>»itfst

regret. It was frankly admitted that Russia
expected to be defeated up. n the a. Lut it v,n~.

added that she would certainly conquer on land.
The attitude of the French government In

view of the war Is now definitely determined
upon. Franc* will maintain neutrality under
any and all circumstances, the Fr«n, o-Russlan
alliance being construed as not requiring France

"vn» in !*half of Russia e\en should
<".reat Britain or any other third power inter-
vene in behalf of Japan.

Information has been received here showing
that the British government will lmue a dec-
laration of neutrality within a few days, per
haps Immediately, and that Frr.nce will take
the same course within a day or two.

At a council of ministers held at the Elysee

Popular Feeling Strong Against
Japan —Xtutralit7/ Assured.

Paris. Feb. 9.—A rreat wave of popular sym-
pathy for Russia was brought out by the news
of the engagement off Port Arthur. The news-
papers, without exception, severely arraigned
Japan. The "Temps," semi-official. s*id:

Japan's brutality in making a night attack
before a. declaration of war Is her secon4 offence
against the rules of International law.

The "Journal dcs bats' declared Japan's ac-
tion wticontrary to the accepted rules of Inter-
national law. giving promise that Japan pro-
poses to conduct the war without regard to
modern usages of warfare.

The "Patri«" gives sensational prominence to
Its assertion that Japan committed an act of In-
ternational treason, compares the attack on the
Russian BoM off Port Arthur with the blowing
up of the Maine, and assert* that Kurope will
"hold J.ipan responsible for this treason."

The authorities on international law who (fare

their opinions on the subject expressed the be-
lief that Japan committed a breach of Interna-
tional law.

FRENCH FAVOR RUSSIA,

"The Russians expert tha*. Jap.Mi will be too

p%ssetMossi to begl.i naval hostilities until the

alien fre«s have been discharged from the
Japanese cruisers KlUllland Koamf

Three Russian Steamers Stopped, but
Released.

London. Feb. 1«»
-

In a dispatch from Shang-

ha:. dated Fot>ruary '.». a correspondent of 'The

DoJI* Telegraph" says the Japanese have
stepped and released three Russian steamers,

the Moukden. the Amoor and the Prhulka.

"On* Russian warship, nn obsolete sloop

r.ani'-d the Mandjui." the correspondent con-
tlnues "is hen-, and Captain Crown, who ram-
r.inN her. to evidently retained m an IntalU-
per.( c officer He is sOsssttssl th» Rvossaa mili-
tary agent. <Irneral Daoatoa.

JAPAN FREES VESSELS.

In <-oni"-o,ue.ire of Corea's neutrality It Is as-
sumed here that Japan will be obliged to with-
draw her infantry anil artillery from Seoul.

Much uneasiness M reported nf Seoul, owing
to the arrival ther»- of Japanese soldiers, who in-
tend to build aarracka.

The Corean noblemen who have been residing
In Japan ha\e r»•\u25a0•!•. ••! permission to return

home.

Adtspafrh at 'he TCOVM Vremys" from Port
Arthur says:

As the passage of Lake Baikal by train across

the Ice appears to be too dangerous, the Russian

retrfor«-ements will eVBOJ the Ire m foot, and the

war material will be transported over n tem-

porary line.

BoWossM Generals Opposed to Aler-

ieff's Full Control.
Ft Petersburg. Feb. P.—Serious differences

have arisen In high quarters o*oT the command
of the Russian lord forces in the Far East. One
faction favors placing both land And sea for<-eS

under Viceroy Alexleff. The generals and other
high officers of the army believe that the pres-

tige of General Kuropatkin. the War Minister. Is

essential to .k hleving success with the land
forces, nnd they therefore urge a division of
authority. Inany event. It ts understood that

Viceroy Alexleff. a? the Tzar's representative In

the Far East, willhave general direction of the

operations.

DISSENSIONS IX ARMY

The express train service between Trkutek and

Manchuria ha« he»n suspended.

government, instead of the nctlon taken, to sus-
pend negotiations with Russia and to offer to

submit the controversy to the Hague Arbitra-

tion Tribunal, but it Is believed here that the

Japanese feared that on account of the excite-
ment of the people tlie ma«?f» would not sup-

port the government in such a course.

The Russian authorities declare that the Rus-

sian response was InBaron de Rosen's hands, at

Tokio. and was being translated when Japan's

notification of the severance of diplomatic rela-

tions arrived.

•
ikes roi.nn in riut.xcE

Tho R«-tvizan «as built by th» Cramp*. Its
measurements an is follows: Pisplac«m(?nt. ::.7"j

tons: length. 371 fe«t; b^ani. 71.2. draught. \u25a0; twin
screw*: Indicated tMOsaoasjoi l?."iO; «peed. '•» knots;

guns, four IIInch, twelve 6-inch rapid rirc. furty-
el^ht various: TT'O men.

Th« Czarevitch la of French construction. Its
illsplacernent Is 13.111 tons: length. 3SB.S feet; beam.
US; draught. V; twin »crew»; Indicated •!«\u25a0•-

power, lti.3f«>, speed, IS knots: gun if four 12-tr.ch.
twelve *Vlnch quick tire, six torpedo tubes, forty-
eight various; ~j*i men.

The measurements »t the Pallnilimre as follows:
Di»t>lace,ment, 6.0) tons, length. 413.1 feet. beam.
J6.8. draught. 51: triple screws: indicated horse-
power. D.SS*; spt'e^l. 3D knots: guns, six 6-inch rapiii

lira, twenty 3-inch, eight l'i-lnch. four torpedo
tube*.

The P.etvlzan Is shielded with >l:ich Knipp plut-»
ronstltittlng «n armor belt extending two-thirds
her length, and terminating at the athwart*hip
bulkheads. The turrets lire protected by steel from
five to ten Inches In thickness, with » wtcrl deck
from two to four Inches thick. The slopes of tha
deck descend to the lower e.lge of the belt, anI
the coal bunkers occupy the space between. Tt>»
normal coal capacity Is 1.0!« tons, but when neces-
nary. the ship can sarr] -'••> tons. After she had
hi»>n launrhed at the. < "ramps'* shipyard, Phila-
delphia, the Ketvlzau had a speed test off the
raaM of <*ap« Old on October I*. 1901. when sh*>
steamed for twelve hour* at an average rate of

IS.B knots an hour.
The Czarevitch was built from the designs of M,

lAvar.e. and was launched nt the Forges M Chat»-
tiers de la Modltrrranee at La Seyne. February
33. I>7X. The armor ke*l of the Czarevitch is com-
plete. eonslsting of steel 9.i Inches thick amid-
ships at Its upper edge and (4 Inches at lbs 10-aiT.
Th-> space between the two armored deck-* si c«v-
ererl by a steel sheathtnK *\u25a0* inches thick. Nickel
steel covers the uppermost and principal armored
dec-k.

Two 12-Inch ami eight *-lnch guns are available
for bow and stern tire, and the ship was built to use
four 12-inc.i. nix 6-»nch. and half the oth-r BjasM
In a broadside. All the guns are trained ural
sighted by electrical apparatus.

The Pallada was built at r't. Petershtirg. where
she was launched in 1599. Slie was built contem-
poraneously with the Pinna, and the Aurora. All
are iir>t \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:.--. rruUers.

The Poltava Is one of three battleships of Iden-
tical dimensions, the others, now at Port Arthur,
bring the prtroponli>vsk antl the Sebastot>)l. She
In of IO.ViO tons, 11.300 horsepower. 17 knots speed
m '. BM 5 and 10 Inch armor. Her weight of broad-
nidi* Is 2.357 pounds. Ifshe at sssaMed. the Rus-
slntis have only four battleships left, th» Osllahla
having avpnrently not yet arrived In those waters.
Th» other two. besides those mentioned, are th*
Pere^vlet anil the Pobleda. which are larger and
swifter than the Poltava, but of much lighter
broadsides.

Tb*> Novlg Is In speed the crack cruiser of the
Russian Navy, maklncr 25 knots mi hour. This
tremendous speed is secure.! by the us* of U.W9
horsepower to drive her inn» tons displacement.
She has practically no armor, and throws only l^
pound* of metal in a broadside.

The Varifig Is— or was. befor<> her (00l by th»
.lapanreie— the best "protecte-ri

"
crul«pr in the \u25a0« hole

Russian Navy, for all around work. Her tonnase Is
Mat. and li<r hnr?epow-'r, 20.000, is the greatest
'.'•'. by any ship of any size or class unJer th-«
Russian flag. Her speed is 3 knots. She has lhre
lnchea of armor over her guns, and throws 51'>
pounds In a broadside. The arq'ilcttli>n of such A
v«i«sei will materially strengthen th« Japanese
fleet. though slie belongs to a class In which Japan
was already twice as strong as Russia.

To Cur« a Cold la One I»ay

T»k« L«.x»tlT» Bromo g<itntn» Tablets All druif«l»ts
refuni t.-i« monty If It f«ll» »•• cur-. E vi*. Orov» •
•lgn»'ur« Is on each bzx. Zio.

Two Were the Most Powerful of the
Russian Xai //.

Twn o? the vessels sIMore reported ilainacM
by the Ja;x?nes.» tiirp«-dots ar« tho rnc«t p^*erf*-il
battlog)i!,vi o." the BBMtea n.T.y. They are dH C*ar-
e\ltch and th- IJ-'tviian. They are snnlicr than
the Japanese Mlkr*^. the Bavaoaat the Ooal and
the Udsasßsa, <Ithe Japanese navy, but K:th
at.- l.tri;\u25a0: than any ship Of Oh DUHoi Stites naw.
and «arry as ht-avj- aa atasaasi nt as sas Maine.
The MM| Is O. cruiser.

THE SHU'S DAMAGED.

The Japanese Minister to-day cabled his For-
eign Office, at Tokio, and to Mr. Kurino. the.
Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg, that the
United States haa consented to look after Jap-

ai»ese Interests in Russian territory.

Mikado Projects Bold Military Moves. Ac-
cording to Takahira's Cable Dispatch.

Washington. Feb. 0.- Mr. Takahir.i. the Jap-

ane.«<- Minister, received a ciMe dispatch from
T»klo -day iiforming him of certain projected
military movfs. It si expected that Japanese

triM.ps will N> landed at wveral points on the
(Vri'ar. ro.-nt.

•JAPS' ON COREAN COAST.

Russian Steamer Falls into the
Hands of the Japanese.

London. Feb. 9. 7:51 p.m.
—

A dispatch to Reu-
ters Telegram Company from Shanghai says it

Is credibly reported that the Russian m.ill
steamer Mongolia, which sailed from Shanghai

on Sunday, has been captured by the Japanese

Off the Shan-Tung peninsula.

MAIL BOAT ( APTI RED.

"Th* British commander here. Brigadier Gen-
eral Ventris. and his chief of staff, proceeded to
Shan-Hai-Kwang this morning."

Hepublic to Garrison Forts Bein%
Vacated by Russians.

London. Feb. 9.—A dispatch to Reuters Tele-
gram Company from Tlen-Tsln says:

"A French transport, with a battalion of
troops from Ton<iuin, is hourly expected at
Ehan-Hai-Kwang. on the Gulf of Liao-Tong,

to garrison the forts which ar» OOIMJ vacated
by the Russians. It is reported that the tricolor
of Franco WM hoisted there this morning, and
that the British officer in charge of Slhan-Hu.i-
Kwang* protested against the French occupa-
tion. At present there Is only a single sentry
guarding the flag.

FRANCES FLAG RAISED.

Stockholm. Feb. 9.— The government of Swe-

den and Norway to-day decided to observe strict
neutrality during the war between Russia and
Japsn.

Rom*. Feb 9 —Premier Giollttl announced in

the Chamber of Deputies to-day that Italy

would maintain the strictest neutrality during

the war in the Far East, and would do all possi-

ble otherwise to bring at«out the re-establish-

nT>nt of peace.

anese success at Port Arthur. Joining the Japan-

ese.

China, Italy and Norway and Sweden An-
nonnce Their Intention.

Parti. Feb. —China, It is understood, has
given official assurances that she will imme-
diately issue * declaration of neutrality. This
Is considered highly Important. In vlev'of th*
possibility of Chinese, Impressed by the Jap-

Japan, It can be stated on the highest author-
ity, welcomes th* action of this government,
and, while up to a late hour to-night the Rus-
elan position had not been ascertained, officials
of the State Department f^?l confident the rep-
resentations of this government will be received
with favor nt St. Petersburg. ItIs felt that any
official word on the subject would be imprudent
at present, but Itcan bo aalJ that unofficially it
-van known in advance that Germany and Great
Britain and Franco a:id Japan were all anxious
that the neutrality of China be preserved.

OTHER POWERS TO BE ICEUTRAL.

Will Support Us in Adcmg for
China's Xcutraliti/.

Washington. Teh. !'.—Announcement may be
exp.. ted from the State Department, probably
to-morro v.. Of the hearty Indorsement by the
European powers of tho note of Secretary Hay
railing on trK-m to tak<» concurrent action with
Ui* United States In Its efforts to insure the
neutrality of China and to confine the Japanese-
Husslan war to thone two combatants. A suf-
ficient number Of governments already have
been heard from. Including Great Britain, to
Insure the success of Secretary Hay's latest
diplomatic move

It was derided th.it dM United States should
preserve absolute neutrality bftwe^n the com-
batarit*. but It Is imly likely that a proc-
lamation •

111 ba mad<- formally of that decision
until ojn<l»| «.J\ !.«•!, of the actual bvsmntne of
bo3tillties have Ifon r«rolvf>d.

The Cabinet alas dlscus»*d briefly tIM Panama
GMMI situation, but no information concerning
th* details <>f th«« discuss). .n mi 6tK&Dm&. It
Is th" bops of the President and his Cabtaot
that the canal treaty will be ratifle.l by the
BtQßta boforo ;he cio*« of the present month.

•tiitv H.iy v.as pr»»*-nt at th«» meeting
to-d!iy, th'.s being the rtrsi session he has at-
t*»nd^.j for MNIIIv...k- I!«• is much improved
in hoai!h and took an actl\« part in the ii--
MhonUJoM of t'»ie i^abtaet. Secretary Tnft m-
formed tr .* Cabinet <\u25a0\u25a0 his action yestorday In
orde-l!<g tro.,j.» t<> BaltlsttOW. and stated that
on neafvtag wgrnxnoem From Maj r M Lana ttel
tl>« HTVtIes of th«* troops w« t*- Dot BOsaV l. he
bad i-ouf.t< im«!id«>(l tli»> orders issued yesterday
and had withdrawn such of the troops as al-
r*ai!y had arrived. Tlio Cabinet approval this
acttoo. of Urn Bujvtux

Ora-rs win ba eoMed to Boar Adn.lral Evans
to send his cruiser squadron. CoaoJataMj of tbt
A'.uany. the New-Orleans, the Kak-iph and the
Cincinnati, from Subig Hay to bobm point In
Chinese waters yet to bo determined, for the
pvrpOM of 01.-.-rvlr.s: th<« naval operations. It
is expected that th»- squadron can coal and gf>t

under way within two days. Admiral Evans
Is expected to keep the battleship ncjuadron In
Philippine waters throughout the period of hos-
tilities bctwoni Kuseia aiui Japan. It was final-
lydecided at the Cabinet meeting to-day, after
long consideration, that the cruiser squadron
should not go to Port Arthur.

Admiral Evans Is not instructed regarding his
own movements, but ItIs bellevd in naval clr-
iles that he will transfer his flag to the Albany
and proceed northward with the squadron.

POWERS PLEASED.

Karly to-day the tVoaMoßl and Secretary

Hay. a* well as S«"-r»*taries Tnft and Moody.
were placed in posso^sion of the n*>wii of the
navrl conflict n»-ar Port Arthur. Prior to the
Cabinet UMttag that whs the only Information
concerning the battle which had BOM received
by the administration. A \u25a0;:-; <;• Iifrom United
Matoj attntster Allf-n. at -•-om. Oaroa, received
this inortilnsr. did DOl BstnttSO. the naval en-
jraK^rn^nt.

Cabinet Decides That Squadron
Shall Not Go to Port Arthur.

Washington. Feb. f».—At the Cabinet meet-
ing to-day Inn* an.l careful consideration was

Flven to the situation developed by the Rutisu-
Japanese war. The meet inn lastetl more than
two hours, and nearly MM entire time tMde-
voted to a discussion of the Far Eastern situa-
tion. Itis not anticipated that the United State*
p< vcrnir.fnt "111 lie drawn info the conflict, al-
though It will b* wat.-hM rlonely and anxious-
ly by this t:ov»>rnment.

OIR XErTU.iI.ITY.

The naval encasement is understood to have

mainly occupied the attention of the council of

ministers. Th" lmpr*rs«ion prevailed that the

three Russian ships torpedoed Mso disabled

as tc be unserviceable for the remainder of the

war, thus j>ln<liif the Russian fleet in a stato

of manifest inferiority. It is said that mem-

bers of th" council of ministers expressed as-

tonishment at the allege.! negligence of the
commanders of the Russian ships in permitting

the Japanese to surprise them.

The Japanese legation announces that Japan

has requested China to declare coal contraband

of war. The effect of this would be to cut off
the main coal supply of the Russian fleet at

Port Arthur. The legation official* add that

China's continuance of supplying coal to the

Russians would be a breach of neutrality.

Palam to-day under the Presidency of M. Ixm-

bet, the Foreign Minister. M. Delcasee. com-

municated the nfw« of the first Japanese at-

tack with torpedo boats on the Russian fleet

oft*Port Arthur, and announced that tho French

Minister at Tokio had been instructed to assume

the protection of Ruesinn subjfrta and their in-

terests in Japan.
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THE THREE RUSSIAN WARSHIPS WHICH WERE BEACHED AT PORT ARTHUK.
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