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THE NEWS THIR MORNIXG.

CONGRESS.—Senate: After notification of
@enator Hanna's death, the Senate took action
on the funeral arrangements and adjourned out
©f respect to Mr. Hanna's memory. House:
ﬂuemm- were made for attending Mr.

na's funeral, and after accepting the report
©f the conference committee on the Urgent De-
@ciency bill, the House sdjourned.

FOREIGN —Six hundred Russian troops were
grosen to @eath while crossing Lake Baikal
&=== The rumor of the destruction of the
crulser Boyarin, with 197 officers and men, was
sonfirmed In a private dispatch to St. Peters-
Durg. === A New-Chwang dispatch said that
cruelties to foreigners and natives were being
eommitted Oaily by Russian soldiers, and that
the civil authorities were powerlese ——= Ad-
wices received from Viadivostok at Tokio said
that the Russian cruisers sailed on February ¥,
that ten torpedo boats were fast in the joe, and
that there were no harbor defences, === Rus-
@ia was reported to be preparing troops for ser-
wice against India in case of a hostile move by
Great Britain, =———= Public opinion in Russia is
strongly opposed to the retention of Admiral

jeff In chief command. === An issue of

00,000 rubles 1n credit notes was made by
Russia on February 18; prices fell on the St

burg and Berlin exchanges. ——= The
government received word of Japan's
Sntention to land a force at or near New-
Chwang, ==== A new phase has arisen in the
m‘mmy negotiations arising from Secretary
"s note by Great Britain asking that they in-
clude the Foreign concessions in China llke
Wei-Hal-Wel.

DOMESTIC.—Arrangements were made for
the state funeral of Senator Hanna in the Sen-
ate Chamber at Weashington to-day,; President
Roosevelt will attend, but will not go to Cleve-
land, where the body will lie In state until the
final ceremonies in St. Paul's Church on Friday
afternoon. — Politiclans in Washington dis-
cussed Senator Hanna's possible successor, and
agreed upor Representatives Dick and Burton
and Governor Herrick as the leading candi-
dates; the election will probably be heid by the
Ohio legiglature on March . === Governor
Odell expressed his views upon the excise and
home rule guestions, saying that the former
was only a matter of complying with the law,
and the Iotter was so far granted that Mayors
were geldom overruled on city measures.
Btate Benator E. R. Brackett had a narrow es-
cape from death by falling while getting on a
train at Ballston. -
fee, U. 8. A, dellvered an address in Albany
under the auspices of the National General As-
gociation of the State upon “Recent Military
Progress In the United States”

CITY.~8Stocks dull at small final change, ————
fve preparations were made for the Rip

YVan Winkie hearing before the Mayor to-day.
g=== The Rev. R. C. Tillingham, of England, re-
furned to this city, and sent a jetter to Bishop
Potrer, urging him to drive “jdolators” from the
: Church In his dlocese, = Mayor
McClelian declared that the police would get a
three platoon system on account of his ante-
election promise. A fire in Park Place
threatened & number of buildings in which fire-
works were stored. ——— A fireman was killed
&t the burning of the Vailsburg board track,
much used for bicycle racing, at Vallsburg, N. J.
e==== Fourteen Japanese members of a naval
reserve left this city on their way to take part
Sn the war. Ex-Police Captain Chapman
appiied for reinstatement, affirming that he ha
heen frightened into retirement. Larry™
Summerfield was arrested In Wall-st, the
charge this time being attempted grand lar-
ceny. == A new investigation in the case of
Charles F. Dofige was begun by the grand jury.

THE WEATHER.—Indications for to-day:
Fair, continued cold. The temperature yester-
€ay: Highest, 12 degrees; lowest, 1.

CITY STREET IMPROVEMENTS.

The bulletin of the Municipal Art Soclety,
Just made public, relating to the city's thor-
oughfares embodies the results of patient and
Sutelligent work on the part of the committee
appointed to consider that lhmportant subject.
It covers so much ground that a decislve judg-
ment upon the report as a whole caunot be pro-
mounced and should not be attempted offhand,
ut there is no risk in saying that it is full of
interesting suggestions. The committee’s pro-
posals, scne of which are undoubtedly open to
guestion, are submitted “with a view to indi-
cating & plan of development” and in the hope
that they may lead to a profitable discussion.

It is an acknowledred fact that in ignorance
of 1ts destiny New-York was unfortunately laid
out. The north and south streets are too few,
and the utility of diagonal streets was pot com-
prehended. The general pian cannot be changed,
but some of the disadvantages resuiting from
#t may be overcome. It Is suggested that dlag-
onal avenues might be cut from the entrance of
the Williamsburg Bridge at Delancey-st. to
Cooper Union and to the entrance of Manhat-
ten Bridge, and there sare numerous recom-
mendations In the report relating to the widen-
and extending of streets which are now far
they are easily capable of be-
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General Adna R. Chaf- |

curh to recelve and @lscharge merchandise. A
city without alleys must necessarily suffer in
! that way, but the evil bas grown to outrageous
jwoportions in New-York. In treating of that
subject the committee makes the particularly
interesting suggestion that trucking subways
under Pine and Fulton sta, from river to river,
could be built to relleve the congestion of cross-
town trafic, without hindrance to rapid transit
operations present or future. A subway for
freight under Westst. and an elevated road
above it for pedestrians and certain classes of
vehicles are aleo proposed. It is an obvious
fact that the possibilities of West-st. have never
been more than half utilized, and it will be
strange if such a waste is permitted to continue
indefinitely.

We have attempted nothing more than to
convey an idea of the scheme of street changes
which the Municipal Art Soclety submits to
public consideration in the report of its com-
mittee. Whether or not it is in the main
judicious and practicable, it represents & disin-
terested effort to improve municipal conditions,
and 1s deserving of a kinder fate than usually
gttends the voluntary labors of public spirited

citizens.

NEUTRALITY IN THE WAR.

Lines of neutrality in the war are now pretty
completely drawn. The actual belligerents are
Japan and Russla. But Corea has practically
been forced into the attitude of a belligerent—
that is to say, the Corean government, as to-
day's dispatches announce, has given Japanese
troops permission to traverse Corean territory
and thus to make it a hase of action against
Russia. That may have been done through sym-
pathy with the Japanese cause, or simply be-
cause the Coreans knew Japan would thus use
their country whether they gave permission or
pot, and they thought it would be better for
them, and give Corea a better standing with
Japan, 1o give such permission. In either case,
it practically makes Corea an ally of Japan and
deprives her of the immunities due to a neutral.
China, without her permission, is compelied to
Jet her Manchurian provinces be treated as
belligerent ground. Indeed, they seem destined
to be pre-eminently the battleground of the
war.

But all the rest of the world is neutral, and
gives promise of remaining truly neutral. There
is little now heard of the danger that Great
Britain and France will be dragzed into the
conflict, and it seems probable that such danger
will continue to fade away toward the vanish-
ing point. No pretext for violation of neutrality
by any other pation can be perceived. We as-
sume that both Japan and Russia will serupu-
Jously obeerve the obligations of international
law toward non-belligerents. Japan has ex-
pressed herself strongly upon that point, and
Russia, having a century and a quarter ago de-
clared her adherence to Frederick the Great's
principle that “free ships make free goods”™
will surely not now depart therefrom. If thus
the two belligerents refrain from offending neu-
tral nations, the neutral nations will doubtless
keep hands off and Jet them fight thelr quarrel
sut.

It seems probable that some precedents, or
at least some interesting practice, in interna-
tional law will result from this war concerning
the scope of the term “countraband of war.™ It
has hitherto been a moot point whether coal is or
is not contraband. In the old days of sailing
vessels there was little, if any, ground for put-
ing a ban upon fuel of any kind. But now
coal is as necessary to the battleships as Is
gunpowder. It is practically one of the essen-
tial munitions of naval war, and there is there-
fore a strong argument for regarding it as con-
traband of war. The same is to be said of
food supplies intended for an army. Food for
non<combatants may be exempt from seizure.
But the old saying that “an army travels on jts
belly™ is literally true, as true as that it fights
with powder and ball, and on such ground food
also is brought into the category of munitions
of war and therefore of contraband goods, Both
coal and food have thus been rezarded before,
and the present war will do something to con-
firm the precedents already set. There is ap-
| parently little danger, however, of this point

being for the present of much practical concern
| to the United States, for Russia, In existing cir-
Q cumstances, is not llkely to try to Import goods
| from this side of the Pacific, while if Japan
1 does =0 there will be little fear of !nterference

with the traffic.

HONOR IN POLITICS.

In Inviting the House of Representatives to
declare his own election Invalid and to seat his
counted out opponent the Hon. John F. Shaft-
roth, of Colorado, exhibited a virtue not over-
common in our politics. Political feeling has
too often jed each party in the House to vote
contestants in and sitting members out with
no very scrupulous regard for the equities of
the contest. “Which is our blanked rascal?”
asked Thaddeus Stevens once, when the House
was settling a disputed title. In recent years,
however, partisanship has played a less im-
portant role in the House's decisions. Especial-
Iy since the division of the old Committee on
Elections into three scparate standing commit-
tees, the feeling has spread that each contest
should be carefully and impartially Investigated
and settled without political bias. Much to its
credit, the House has actually begun to frown
on the old freebooting mbthods which encour-
aged each party to assall a title If it could or
defend a title If it must, regardless of the vio-
lence done to individual rights or abstract jus-
tice.

Mr. Shafroth's manly surrender of a seat to
which he felt he had not been elected empha-
sizes still more forcibly the changed temper
in which the House now approaches the set-
tlement of election disputes. In November;
1602, the returns from the Ist Colorado Dis-
trict showed Mr. Shafroth's re-election over

The sitting member had been elected to the
LIVth Congress as a Republican, to the LVth,
LVIth and LVIIth as a Ellver Republican or
Fusionist and to the LVIIith as a Democrat.
In 1902 the power of the Sillver Republican-
Democratic-Populist coalition in Colorado was
broken. The Republicans carried the State for
Governor, clected a Representsative-at-large and
recaptured the Ild Congress District. In the
Ist District, which includes the city of Denver,
only the operations of a corrupt and desperate
Democratic ring prevented a similar Repubilcan
victory.

Excluding two election districts in Denver,
the Republican candidate had a plurality in
the Congress district of 1.837. But those two
Denver districts were made to roll up a ficti-
tious plurality for Mr. Shafroth of 4,620. Den-
ver has been infested for some years past by
Democratic repeaters, the quality of whose
work is disclosed in the fact that, in the two
“Tenderloin” districts aforesald, of 8700 bal-

Robert W. Bonynge by a plurality of 2.792.

|

#itle and emoluments until the House itself de-
cided to unseat him. In the last Congress a
Missourli Democrat, James J. Butler, whose
election was also tainted with the grossest
frauds, fought to the last to hold his seat
against a decision of the Llections Committee
that he was not lawfully chosen. Not long
since, however, a Chicago Democrat, Mr. Me-
Gann, convinced that he was fraudulently elect-

ed, mada no defence against a contest instituted | thur oxplede.

by his Republican opponent. Mr. Shafroth's
action deserves every commendation. No one
suspected that he had any hand in the frauds
which won him his certificate. He could have
glunk behind his personal consciousness of in-
nocence and awaited legal ouster. Itis to lis
credit that, once he bad discovered the truth
of the situation, he refused to retain, on any
shadow of technicality, a seat that was not his.
He nas set an example worthy of fmitation by
all politicians tempted to steop to similar re-
ceiverships of stolen goods.

LET THE BRONX SPFAK OUT.

The Mayor's hearing on the Rip Van Winkle
railroad permit takes place at the City Hall
this afternoon. A strong demonstration from
the business interests of The Bronx should be
made, in order to show the Mayor the demand
for his veto on the permit granted by the Board
of Aldermen to the concern whose rights and
privileges have been on the bargain counter so
recently.

The projectors of the Port Chester road, whose
application for tlie very privilege now granted
to the resurrected Westchester company has
been held up for eight months, expect to have
trains running in a year and a half after all
the permits have been granted. The Board of
Aldermen Is the only obstacle in its way. With
the Mayor's veto on the preposterous action of
the Aldermen and with the passage of the Car
penter-Wainwright home rule bill at Albany,
the way will be cleared for the completion of
the transit system so sorely needed by the
North Ride.

The Mayor, whose Independence has been
manifested on several occaslons, we feel sure,
needs only to be convinced of these considera-
tions to interpose his veto. The people of The
Bronx should make themselves heard with no
uncertain sound.

ORIMINAL PROCEDURE IN VIRGINIA

Governor Montague's pyrpose in securing the
passage by the Virginia Legislature of a law
permitting the vietim of a negro’s assault to
give her testimony by deposition, and not go
into court and be subjected to cross-examina-
tion, s clear and praiseworthy. IHe is trylog
to establish the reign of law and deprive the
advocates of lynching of one of their favorite
excuses. They will no longer Le able to say
that they acted to save a woman from the tort-
ure of public rehearsal of her sufferings. The
wisdom of departing from sound and settled
legal principles to achieve such an aim 1s, how-
ever, fairly open to debate. The passage of
such an act by Virginia, the mother of the Bill

¢ Rights, is a noteworthy indication of chang-
ing views concerning the necessary guarantees
of individual rights in a free country. The
Virginia Bill of Rights, as it has come down
from the hand of George Mason, declares:

That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a
man hath a right to demand the cause uand nat-
ure of his accusation, to be confronted with

the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence
in his favor, and to a speedy trial by an Im-

partial jury of his vicinage, without whosa
unanimous consent he cannot be found gulity;
nor can he be compelied to give evidence against
himself; that no man be deprived of his liberty

judgment

except by the law of the land or the
of his peers,

The dispatches do not give the detatls of the
new law, under which a negro wans yesterday
tried at Roanoke and sentenced to death. It is
to be presumed that the deposition, though
taken out of court and only read to the jury, is
taken in the presence of the prisoner and sub-
Ject to reasonable cross-examination by his
counsel to bring out any evidence which may
exist in his favor, Otherwise the lJaw would be
an absolute denial of the most fundamental
guarantees of the citizen as plainly expressed
in the Bill of Rights. However unworthy the
wreteh condemned yesterday may be, and how-
ever natural is the tmpulse to crush all scruples
concerning him and his kind and be satisfied if
they are condemned under any form of law
rather than executed by a mob, it must not be
forgotten that if confrontation of witnesses or
other guarantees of the Bill of Rights can be
eet aside for one purpose, they can be for an-
other, and no man has any protection agalnst
{rregular procedure.

We do not suppose that the people of Virzinia,
traditionally jealons of authority and sensitive
to Invasions of thelr constitutional rights, would
pass an act even to meet peculiar conditions
which technically fofringed any of their his-
toric guarantees, Even at the best, however,
with the provisions which we have supposed
are made, is 1t wise to meet lynching by con-
ceding to lynchers the introduction of ever so
little of their methods into the courts? Gov-
ernor Montague {8 a progressive and enlight-
ened man, striving to uphold law and civillza-
tion and secure justice to blacks and whites
alike. Nevertheless, the tendency of his ex-
pedient is one to be ecarefully watched, It 1s
not a race question, but a question of estab-
lished legal safeguards. There 1s a growing
disposition In the country to short cuts to secure
what people feel Is substantial justice. But long
experfence has taunght the wisdom of the old
established system of criminal trials which
brings witnesses before the jurors and glves
them a chance to judge of the credibility of
testimony. Without that opportunity the possi-
bility 1s great of giving undue weight to false
statements. This charge is one generally reo
ognized as exceedingly diffienlt to disprove.
Perhaps in the case of a negro who would other-
wise be certainly lynched it does not matter,
but certainly in no State would the people as a
whole want to put their lives at the mercy of
some person’s statement against them read to
a jury after being taken In private ynder con-
ditions making the other side of the story difi-
cult to bring out.

IRVING ON CHICAGO,

Unless the reports sent from Chicago are
wholly distorted, Sir Henry Irving in a speech
on the stage in that city did not exlibit his
usual moderation and self-restraint. He is re-
ported as denouncing “Jacks in office” who
took action after the Iroquois Theatre fire
which was intended to prevent the possibility
of any similar calamity in the great elty of
the West. Sir Henry should bear in mind that
such a horrible disaster as that, with the loss
of eix hundred lives, chiefly those of women
&nd children, was enough to justify the closing
of every unsafe place of amusement in any
part of the world.

No playhouse or other resort anywhere should
be allowed to keep its doors open unless it is
protected against fire and panlec. There is a
possibility, however, that the Chicago reporters
did not catch Sir Henry's precise meaning. The
elocution of the great English actor and man-
ager 1s not like unto that of other men, and the
accuracy of a few of the Chi >
- o cago reporters is

Bitter as is the cold from which New-York
has suffered in the last twenty-four hours, it is
nothing compared with that which those Rus-
sian soldiers experienced who were frozen to

death on Lake Balkal. Lower temperatures pre-
vail {n Siberia than in North America every
winter. At Irkutsk, through which the Russians
doubtless passed, the weather is often more se-
vere, by 10 or 15 degrees, than in North Da-
kota, Montana or Manitoba, where the ther-
mometer occasionally falls to over {0 degrees be-

low zero.
s

Anyway, the Russian torpedoes at Port Ar-
In that they differ from the kind
we got accustomed to during the war with

Spain.
i —

The Corean government has granted Japan
the right to traverse the country. This an-
nouncement from Toklo discloses a sense of
humor not often perceptible In the writers of
our war news bulletins,

e —

Accldents from colllsions with floating ice
have been unfortunately numerous this month.
But then the winter has been unusually severe.

—_— - — —

Japan eays that its shells are not charged
with suffocating melinite, but with guncotton.
It 1s to the credit of the army and navy de-
partments at Toklo that they are not using the
worst of poisonous chemicals in this war.

PR

A new regular service of p t hips
s to be established between Scandinavian ports
and New-York and Boston. This will be heartily
welcomed by intelligent supporters of American
prosperity. Our Scandinavian friends, as a rule,
are not mere fleeting birds of passage like some
other immigrants. Most of them come here to
stay and to become American citizens, and do
not desert this country when they have saved
a little money.

——
There's a Tammany “tle-up” in the Board of
Aldermen, and a tepee also. How can the
metropolls get relief?
—_—— e m——

“Dollar wheat” on Monday senf the Chicago
grain pit Into a wild whirl of turmoil. Mean-
while the oversanguine speculators for *“20-
cent” cotton were rueful Don Quixotes in the
exchanges of New-Orleans and of New-York,
as the quotations for the great white staple
were rapidly falling off. War in the East brings
about mmazing changes, and the chances of
speculation are like the dust of the desert In

their drifting.
e——

The bigrest of bears has gained renown for
his hard, heavy, long and deadly hug on land,
but he is not amphiblous, and has never achleved
lofty fame as & water fowl

THE TALE OF THE DAY.

*“The Brittsh Medical Journal” tells a curlous
story at tha expense of tha French Academy of
Medicine, which has recently moved to new quar-
ters. On the place being cleaned, the room In
which tha Counefl used to hold its meetings was
found to be a kind of museum, containing speci-
ments of Paris airt, collected in the course of
many years, As « first step in the process of
purification the earpet, worn and heavy with the
dust of ages, was taken up. when, to the wonder-
ment of the beholders, another carpet, etill more
ragged end grimy, came into view: under this was
another, below that again a fourth, and so on il
some ten layers of mouldering carpet had been re-
Surely this will shake the public falth

moved.
‘n the microbe bogle!l
OU'R GOOD OLD WINTER TIME.
Last night the wind was south, or nmrl{ 80—
A n. moist wind that sought the sullen froet,

»d that dreaded harbinger of snow
fon off his stock in trade at cost

and drooped above the height:

The sky was w

The height sl hed down in mist upon the billy
A biurred, une ny blotch v n the sight,
The vale lay black and motionless and stillL
ked llke rain—It felt ltke rain, and so
t the fires go out, and went to bed,

s that a whirling drift of snow

™n 1= to
n then careering overhead.

Was eve
To-day the wind is north, with twn paints west,
And sparkling crystals fret the window pane

The sky rounds clear above the mountain’s crest—
It doesn’'t look a little bit like rain!
‘Twixt sun and sun this wondrous change was

wrought
A sudien shifting to the frozen zone
0Of fickls winds which only last night sought
To keep our stern old Winter from his own.

To-morrow? Ah, to-morrow! who can say?
What prudent man would venture to forecast
The sort of wave to pass along this v'a{.
Or even guess how long this “spell™ will last?

Just now the mercury’'s 25 delow--

ol New-lHampshire weather; quite the

Good
thing.
To-morrow? Ah, indeed, we 40 not know,
No mortal man can say what that will \)ﬂn k

—(The Granite Monthly,

Tha Mexiean Rallroad has erected a monument,
with suitable fnscription, marking the point where
the globe is crossed by the Trople of Cancer. The
monument is of wood, twelve feet high and twenty-
four feet long. On the top thers are two arms
pointing out the two zones. Tt is sttuated on desert
ground a few miles gouth of Catoree.

Btella—Js she a friend of yours?

Bella—How can T tell? We haven't one mutual
acqualntance —(Illustrated Bits,

Dr. Edward Martin, who ecares for the publla
health tn Philadelphia, owns a beautiful little coun-
try home, sitnated in a valley on the banks of a
ghady creek near Wallingford, Penn. One day he
was entertaining a party of gay lttle girls from
Philadelphia, for Dr. Martin plays the host most
Aelightfuily to children, of whom he is very fond.
On this ooceasion one little miss was out walking
with the doctor, and became very much agitated
at the manners of a cow which regarded her with
a solemn alr of belligerency. “It must be that red
dress you are wearing, Dorothy,” sald the host,

smilingly. “Dorothy, the cow doesn’t like red very
much.” “Well, T a-am surprised,” replled the
lHttle girl. “T know that red is not quite tha fash-

fon now, but I don't ses how a green old country
cow would ever know enough to know that.”

“That’'s a pretty nolsy passenger you've got In
there,” remarked the man who was smoking on the
front platform. “Is he crazy, or only drunk?*

“Nefther one,” sald the motorman. “He's fust
got a flat wheel In his head.”—(Chicago Tribune.

A London paper, speaking of the “American In-
vasion,” relates that an enterprising Yankee came
over to England and decided to open a shop In
Birmingham. He obtained premises next door to
a man who also kept a chop of the same descrip-
tfon, but was not very pushi in his b
methnds. The methods of the Yankes, however,
caused the older trader to wake up. and, with
the spirit of originality strong upon him, he affixed
a notice over his shop with the words, “Established
fifty years,” painted in large letters. Next day the
Yankee replied o this with a notice over hls store

to this effect: “Established yesterday: no old
stock.”

Two of Them.—Towne—I met that fellow Das
Bates to-day.

Browne—Yes, g0 he just told me,

Towne—Talk about & man who won't listen to
reason —

Browne—-Don't! That's what he's just been talk-
ing about.—(FPhiladeiphla Presa.

Many good anecdotes are told of the late Bishop
Dudley of Kentucky. IHe could administer a re-
buke delicately, but on occasions he took care to
see that the point was plain. One of the wealth-
fest members of his church, as well as one of the
closest, told him he was golng abroad. *“I have
never been on the ocean,” he said to the bishop,
“and I would like to know of something that will
keep me from getting seasick.” “You must swal-
low a nickel,”™ r ded the bish “you'll never
glve that up.”

“Miss Chatterton? I think send her word
lhn‘(‘ I'm o:lf'.tm '

“Won't the , small volce reproa - g

“Yes, but I'd_ragher listen !op th:h ?l? small
voice than to Miss Chatterton.”—(Puck.

C|

A Phlladelphian who had been dining at the Pen-
dennls Club, of Loulsville, tried some of the private
stock of bourbon belonging to the club. Every
loutsvilie man 1s ready to swear 1t is the best
whiskey In the world, “How 18 this whiskey
tested ' asked the Philadelphian. “Quito a simple
process, sah,” was the Kentucklan's reply. “We
inject a drop of It Into & rabbit, and If tha rabdit
doesn't lick a bulldog on sight, then the whiskey
is no good, sah.”

“Why—er—I leapt. I had to."—{Columbla Jester,

About People and Social Incidenty

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[FROM THE TRIPUNE BURBAU.]

Washington, Feb. 16.—President Roosevelt stated
to-day that in deference to the judgment of his ad-
visers he would not go to Cleveland to attend the
funeral of Senator Hanna. The President's de-
cision was reached after a conference with H. M.
Hanna, brother of the late Senator.

Speaker Cannon and Representative Willlam
Alden Smith were at the White House to-day,
and, like other callers, related anecdotes of the
late Senator.

The President received few callers to-day, and
the White House was almost as qulet as in the
days Immediately following the death of Presi-
dent MeKinley., Senator Hanna was a great fa-
vorite with the attachés of the White House, with
whom he always had a cheerful word In passing.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.

[FROM PHE TRIBUNE BUREAU.]

Washington, Feb. 18.—~The Chinese New Year
was celebrated at the Chinese Legation to-night
by a dinner given by the minister, Sir Chen Tung
Liang-Cheng, to his officdal staff.

Viscount de Chambrun, of the French Embassy,
will leave Washington on February 27 to spend
six weeks' leave of absence at his home In Paris,

——————— e
NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.
[FROM THE TRIDUNE BUREAU.]

Washington, Feb. 16.—The Secretary of Com-
merce and Labor and Mrs. Cortelyou recalled the
invitations for the Cabinet dinner they were to
have given to-night, owing to the death of Sena-
tor Hanna..

Willlam Barrett Ridgely gave a Shrove Tuesday
@ance to-night for his debutante daughter, Miss
Catharine Ridgely, which closed the dancing sea-
son for the majority of the young people of fash-
fonable soclety, Miss Ridgely also gave a tea
yesterday afternoon in compliment to several house
guests,

Assistant Secretary Oliver of the War Depart-
ment, who recently returned to his duties after a
severe attack of grip, has had a relapse and is
now confined to his roem.

Lieutenant General Chaffee is the guest of Gov-
ernor Odell at Albany.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

Mardl Gras, or S8hrove Tuesday, was signalized
by & number of weddings, as many people enter-
tain a prejudice agalnst marriages in Lent. The
two most notable incidents of this kind were the
marriage of Miss Edith Livingston Hall, daughter
of the late Valentine G. Hall, to W. Forbes Mor-
gan, jr, in town, and that of Miss Mary Barron to
John F. Archbold at Irvington-on-the-Hudson.

Miss Hall’'s wedding took place at the East Sev-
enty-sixth-st. house of her uncle, E. Livingston
Ludlow, who gave her away. Ehe had no attend-
ants, John R. Livermore, F. V. I. Hoppin, Wil
fams P. Burden and Montgomery Hare were the
ushers, while Rogers Winthrop acted as best man.
Among those asked to the wedding and to the re-
ception which followed were Mr. and Mrs. Law-
rence Waterhury, the latter a sister of the bride;
her munt, Mrs. Richard Mortimer; Mrs. Astor, Mr.
and Mrs. James A. Burden, Mr. and Mrs. I. Town-
send Burden, Colonel and Mrs. John Jacob Astor,
Luclus K. Wilmerding, Mrs. Ogden M!lis, Mrs. Na-
thaniel Thaver Robb and Mrs. Douglas Robinson.
The bdridegroom, who i{s the son of Mr. and Mrs.
W. Forbes Morgan, of Pau, France, and his bride
will make their home hereo on their return from
the!lr wedding trip.

Miss Barron's marriage to John F. Archhold took
place at Et. Parnabas Church, Irvington-on-the-
Hudson, and a number of relatives and friends
went from town in special cars attached to the 2
o'clock traln yesterday afternoon from the Grand
Central Station to attend the ceremony. Miss Ann
M. Archbold was the bride’s only attendant, Edwyn
de N. Sands was the best man, and Hamliton Fish
Benjamin and Michael Van Buren, John BenYamin,
Joseph Alsop and Walton McLean were the ushers.
After the ceramony thers was a reception at the
Tarrytown home of the bride’s father, Dr. John Q.
Barron. The newly married couple are booked to
sall for Europe on the Cedric, February 24

Many dinners wers given last night, among them
one by Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Addis Emmet in
celebration of thelr golden wedding, at their house
in Madison-ave.; by Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish, at her
house In East Seventy-eighth-st.; by Mrs. Ogden

Mrs. Morris K. Jesup. Mr. and Mrs Poatley,
A Mrs. J. Frederic Plereon are eme

n
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DAN/EL F. APPLETON'S WILL PILED,
The will of Dantel F. Appleton, tl.“
‘of Robbins & Appleton, contrelling OWners of e
American Waltham Watch Company, was fled 1y
the Surrogate’'s office for probate yesterday, The

will is dated December 24, 192, and leaves the
e ap-

tire estate, personal and real, of which the
says the value is unknown, to his family,
R. Appieton and James W. Appleton, sons,
pointed executors.

GRADUATES’ CLUB INCORPORATED.

A certificate of Incorporation of the Graduated
Club of New-York City was filed at Albany yesters
day, the objects as stated In the certiffcate

to promote intimate reiations between the univer.

sities and colleges of the United States and thetr
graduates and to establish and maintaln i thiy
city a clubhouse, a reading rvom and

its members. The board of governors is as
lows: Albert F. d'Oench, C. !'f Meleney, Verne
Bovie, Burton W. Wiison, Frederick G

Willlam W. Coe_ Allan L. Fowler, 8. Victor
stant, Frank F. Van der Veur, Andrew G.

John A. Cutter, Albert P. Marble, Arthur !
Townshend and Lee B. Durstine. Among the

bers are Dr. John A. Cutter, James B.

Perlee T. Ausiten, the Rev. Dr.
Isaac B. Hosford, Even H.
Towne, C. W. Bryan, Lincoln E.
Ap{l‘elon. David L. Lawson, Willlam O. Prate,
C. Wilson, Eliington Scott and William C. Haglett,

?
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BEQUESTS FOR BAPTIST SOCIETIE&

Willtmantie, Conn., Feb, 18.—Among the Dequests
in the will of Levi Hall, of Spring Hil offered
for probate to-day, are those of 310,000 each to the
Baptist State Conventicn, the American Home
Missionary BSoclety and the Connecticut Baptist
Educational Soclety, each of which bodies was to
pay the testator's widow $0 annually as aa ine
come. The residue of the estate, about $5,00, was

left to the widow. Mrs Hall was {ll at the time
of her husband's death on February & and her
death came last night.

APPEAL FOR BOOKS FOR ARMENIANS,

To the Editor of The Tridune
8ir: The Armenian refugees
this city since the massacres
need of a little library to which
and I have donated & sum with
Frederick D. Greene and their
H. B. Garabadian, have
stantinople, Tiflls, Venlce
but trust that you will second me
in English If you bhave any you

fent to for such a
'g»:\':ﬂbuu::”m' be sent :o m H. &
Garab No. East One-
st., omv. Fredarick D. Greene, Bible House,

New-York City.
CHILTON ?Aml.
Ko 63 West Ninety-sixth-st., New-York, ' 3
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NOTES ON THE WAR.

That is a startling report which Russians
make concerning Japanese troops near Hasin-
Ming-Ting. That place is In the western part
of the southern province of Manchuria, fifty
miles west of Moukden, and on the line of rafl-
road which runs from Tientsin through Shan-
Hal-Kwan northward to reach the Manchurian
raiiroad north of Moukden. To get thither the
Japanese must have made a landing on the
coast west of New-Chwang, or else have crossed
the main line of the Manchurfan railroad. The
latter 1s scarcely supposable, for in that case the
Japanese surely would have destroyed the rall-
road. But, however they got there, If they are
actually there they are at the rear of Port
Arthur and have put the latter place In a des-
perate plight,

Equally startling and ominous is the report
from New-Chwang that the Russian Viceroy,
Admiral Alexleff, with his whole headquarters
etaff, has gone to Harbin, That means, appar-
ently, the abandonment of Port Arthur, and not
only of that place but also of Moukden and
Kirin and the southern half of Manchuria,
Harbin s nearly six hundred miles north of
Port Arthur, and is the point at which the ratl-
road- across Siberia branches into two, one
running straight on to Viadivcestok and the
other swinging off at right angles and running
down to Port Arthur. Such a move on Alex-
feff's part Indicates abandonment of the Man-
churian raflroad and a desperate endeavor to
defend the line to Viadivostok, so that the latter
place might not be cut off at the rear. The

rallroad bridge across the Sungari River, which
the Japanese are reported to have made an
unsuccessful attempt to destroy, is just west
of Harbin, on the main line of the Siberfan rail-
road. Had it been destroyed both the Viadivos-
tok and Port Arthur branches would have been
severed from connection with the main line.

Theses things suggest the possibility that the
Japanese have planned a masterful plece of
strategy by luring the Russian forces to the
Corean frontler, along the Yalu, while they
themselves have sent a powerful army by sea to
the northern end of the Gulf of Leao-Tong and
have invaded Manchuria there, with the purpose
of cutting off the Russians from supplies or re-
inforcements, and thus forcing their surrender.
A cutting of the Manchurfan Rafiroad near
Moukden would be fatal to the Russian forces
south and east of that point, for supplies by rall
would be cut off, there would be no hope of -
ting supplies by =ea so long as the Japanese
controls the latter, and at this time of year it
would be impossible to “live on the country.”
Such = move by the Japanese would be a daring
one, yet, supported by the Japanese fleet and
made from some point between Ying-Kau and
Ning-Yuen, it might well prove successful.

Whether or not the Japanese succeed In

recently as January 13, a special correspondent
of “The London Times” sald: “Minor accidents
ont the rallway are of almost everyday occur-
rence this winter. The through passenger ex-
mammmmymmnmuy
of the

through traffic cause the express
to run very late, and it is not at
a train to be evertaken here by ome which

the frontler station of Manchuria a day later,
when, from this point eastward to Viadivostoik
or southward to Port Arthur, one only
two trains concludes the journey. The line
blocked by military trains, but is incapal
taking more trafiic than flve or six trains
way every day. The average pace of &
goods train is only seventy-two miles
twenty-four hours; of a military train
soldters, less than two hundred miles
twenty-four hours.”™ To transport &
over such a road, and then to keep it
with food, munitions, etc., and to do
Siberian midwinter, must be one of
arduous and perilous of tasks. It will
sary to operate the road up to its fullest
capacity, and the very fact that it is thus
operated will greatly increase ts lHability to
asters.

The two Japaness cruisers from Italy have
turned up mfe and sound and ready for se~
vice in Japanese waters, as we assumed In @i
column yesterday they had done. Meantime the
Russian squadron from the Mediterranean his
stopped, or is to be stopped, at Djibutil, & nele
outside the southern end of the Red Sea, thou
sands of miles away from the scene of need
It may have to stay there or return to Europd
Mlhstlsahmhpon.tndnnderm-ﬂ
ity laws a belligerent ship must either M
promptly or remain cooped up until the end of
the war. The r for its pping there I8
obvious. If it went on to the Yellow Gea It
vmd.ndmponopenmutm.ndkw‘
prehably be waylaid by the Japanecse fleet
efther captured or destroyed. But 1t must be &
cause of poignant regret to the Russtans that
they d@id not get that squadron around o Port
Arthur befors the war began. For, apart from
a number of torpada boats and other minof
craft, it contains three valuable ships. The
Dmitri Donskot, buflt twenty years ago. s
—1{t s she, with her fifteen knots an hour,
has kept the squadron back—but she ts very
heavily armored and would na'vob:r:!a; n..

t. The Oslia
mw“b?s‘:cebamumm being almost I".
cal with the Pebieda and Peresviet, and 1
little inferior to the Retvizan. The cn!u i
gora Is almost a counterpart of the Dm...
Pallada, but is newer and a lttle bett".

er of them. She s not, of rse,
::‘:):cl:u as the Askold and the Variag, B3¢
ghe Is larger than em:er "o‘t ;h‘e‘r::‘:nd [

ment of six-inc

'h::;ymnmn“ Port Arthur or Chemulpo. the
Russian fleet would
stronger and mors nearly
{mpetuous onset of the Japanese. s
mhlgnmmwntommhtob

ﬁnnofdb-bhdndntnn‘m‘:
can now be reviewed with much assurance of

accuracy. mnlchtynetﬂnnbonmch':
with a large hole iIn her bottom—some -U“
bottom has fallen out. She is probably &

loss. mlﬂ'umolhuawtnlﬂ'“
whkhmnnmunuucxmth-nlﬂ e
The Czarevitch, which was injured by & -
m-wunumnm Il’-'_
mmmmn«m.ﬂnﬂ

m.mmmum.uw
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