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'TER X . tndeed it is high treason to smile: so the queen |
pre el ’:;:ll”rl-'-uln ’xom:med motionless until he h"t’mrl'(' |
ed his breath and dignity. But in the ck-
the young princes were making furtive
at Otho, who felt resentful and longe
to mak < at them in return, not knowing t m’t
enve ¥ €O v has its own customs, .1;‘~Inin'.':u_ l:;
rs of the house- ‘as considered a high honor in Gnomelanc o
s great a show as “é:;x;f,»od’u by a member of the royal family.

was only When his majesty was completely unrolled, r&.

iy laced his crown more firmly on his head, and,
L‘H‘rg it with one hand, endeavored once more
to kiss Nerissa's finger tips.

Gnomes stood slightly in advance
the princess royal Behind were |
1] house, then came the

hile placed in the

]

d 1 t this time, the sceptre im;»o.l.:«l his progress,
b ! s« held It toward the Princess Fantastica. She,
s : O r. only tossed her head Indignantly, and |
ure al > .d to one of the lords-in-waiting, who knelt |
| whenever n « knee to receive it from the king. His
E ¢ majesty gave a sigh of satisfaction.
‘ f “Now I think we are quite roadzi" he remarked,
- " and at last succeeded In greeting 2 erissa, who felt
o, e 3 = ire small, but ° rv much inclined to laugh at all this ridiculous
| t king w t t . kingdom. In | ceremony. But the fussy little king looked very
o s d a pre- | kind, and held her hand in his as he presented her
I gl &t had jewelled | to the queen.
e | o ke wore his The queen smiled pleasantly, but said not a |
. : : creen =ik, | worq By smiling, of course, grimacing is meant. |
P - but Nerissa was growing accustomed to their
‘ el . strange Ways.
‘| “\ i i} rried the g scoptre When the king said, in tones which quivered
| which was of gold and jewels, with three prongs evident pride, “Our eldest daughter, Fan-
« toasting fork, each prong tipped with a 1~r‘u;- a. the Princess Royal,” the heiress-apparent
nificent ruby. ‘ o o = t 4 her head in the air, and looked so forbid-

Iv at Nerissa from her small black eyes, that
little princess shrank away, and a distressed
v k crossed her face |
¥y wore e fact ls, the Princess Fantastica was of a
r weight horoughly jealous, disagreeable nature, and she |
1 waiting | envied the little princess her blue eyes, dazzling |
chariot. he recovered complexion, and golden hair, all of which things

ted his crown on one | Nerissa had been taught to set no store by.
Fantastica was vain and haughty, and always
ded the steps of the carried a tiny oval mirror, for she never tired of
bent down to Kiss To 1z at herself, and admiring her very, very
18 act of | pla little face, which was plain from envy and
tad temper, rather than absolute ugliness. No face

i sally ugly :‘h‘-n ‘th{; pr'rlrs’sig:! l; ple;mnl and
k but the king had spollec s daughter from “‘ME AVE! MERCY ‘O " -
the cradle. and could see no fault in her. When he MERCY I CRAVE MERCY, YOUR MAJESTY! HE tASPED.™
EPHANT uw her behavior now, however, he remonstrated | S— E
r IRIFE 'HE E BY E NTO 1E ELE AN ith her. - —
Hr CARRIED THEM OXNE BY ONE INTO THI ¥ A M \ly dear, my dear.” he said, “have you ne greet- | it tWO long black plaits, trailed on the ground | fury, sprang upon her black pony. and rods
. ing for our distinguished guest?” | behind her. at_full gallop. her hndv:luardwes}-nnlnc hee

The king grew crimson with embarrassment, yet ‘ When the clatter
he was afraid to say too much. t ing hoofs no longer
My dear, this is most distressing for the prin- | g
* ha said, hopping nervously from one foot 2
0

The only reply given by Fantastica was a look In
her mirror, and then a glance from her own re-
flection to Neriss=a

I'v.:’..!v{.*t:?r‘.f‘ vha king folded the l-w

wwe that his davghter had
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she's not at 2 r.' she 1 y Cess, w1l Bels)
,“_'\ g e N :h”‘ ;‘-‘rr:;\ in <;, T:',!' “'l;h'a\!rr\'wn‘ to the other. “Say ‘How d'ye ¢ ". full heizht, and, oﬂ‘ﬂng
. tifui %Y can r-»;,‘lr‘,‘,.): ,{k’n,’;’ Then, seecing that his daughter ¢ of r:\:‘ other to his ques
4 ) i can't ar - - n, s daug 1 - e ¢ on
.“-,"\ and hair t} at color?” % ® ! his pleadings, he turned to the quee: 1 - ta ::";’:-ﬂn'byﬁ.

“Tanganyika
He knew
| more pow

i

myv love, can you do nothing™"

ell ths

od at the absenes

She snapped her fingers contemptuously. and -
at is, with

| glanced over her shoulder at her own locks, which,

wette to remain =i

get himself

p rigt 868 by the Saalheld Publishing Company N ew-York and Chicage.) s . ——— et ———— — S

step of the great, carved

all the bells w

to sit beside h;-ﬂ

d | the ros : - his woes. For, of gl
- b ester loved little

) I now endeavored to S00the

W Wit m v quip, and crank, and

king's own minstrels sat on a raised

laeg | & the end of the hall. and played their loufes,
. - ming t OOons surpassing them-
il And receiving nsequence muel eom-
: Seum 3 master.  Nertus
he e B $ 3 e ...
.. . which melody
without f her The . gether wit r rejoicings, was
) - nor of Fantastica’s birthday, but the

his fond and | ™instrels played none the worse for her absench

things, 80 never

“IHer mouth i= too bhiz.” went on this irrepres
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’ PA 1 €

wd to T
looking glass once
1 . “It's mu
am far more
The poor kir
rith ¢ rra

' ghed. for knew well that if he ruled the
kinglot Prir s R undoubtedly ruled

w | O Seas re_was a clattering of hoofs
r t 1 - to et wstonishment the
unr ess-appar r vk pony gal-

t ) ! ! floor of the Hall

] the | 2 s R al iress-apparent to the
r i 1 to be treated thus
er lips than there was
the doorway, and &
h a pale face
agging a large
nees at the foot of the

nging ' Me I crave merey, your majesty.” he gasped

Ver:, s the ¢
Moot =a
ATNAZCMSE

o PEE—e “THE KING CAN DO NO WRONG"

er her discom Ihe King can do no wrong'—even in an sutoe

i T t of Parllament the
of motor cars the
joes not apply to
Majesty need s dviving
nion.
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