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Teo-morrow, partly

To-day, falr.
cloudy, fresh mnorth winds.

FILL POSH CANAL WORK

RESIDENT'S PLANS.

guE P

‘ﬂmzmmf.v Accepied by Five of

the Commissioncrs.
oM THIE TT NE RUREAV.]
tng 10T Feb President  Rooseveit
W“'“-:.‘: geinite acceptances from five of
pes ™ 1;.,,‘ on the new lethmian Canal Com-
R
:,_“_ as Tollows
agmiral ; LT 8 W el ed
e c . .
) GBORG w £ AL rethell,
g ANK F. HECKE f Dwtroit, director of |
”"ﬁ.. n 1 e Spanish-American War
T y |
BARCLAY PAISC N2, engineer of the New- !
) |
gebwn’ {
o 8. BURR, professor of engineering at Colum- |
B Sy nd formerly a tomber of the Walker |
the ve men the President s |
jon to these fi n the Presiden
s w8 the appointment of C. E. Grunsky, of |
Pranos a well known hydraulic en-
n ani B. M. Harred, of New-Orleans, an
¥ ntf' of the Mississppi River Commission.
t ;., or three candidates from the
mc.m\f and » complcation has arisen that I
llk"” the apy tment of Mr. Harrod in the |
ity cinss Charges have been preferred
:ﬂﬂ pm by a New-Orleans newspaper,
gh 9= backed ur so =trongly by some of the
“rrmr pusiness men of the city that the |
wiam nas determined to sift the matter be- |
oy ¢ his de If the charges
< Harrod's name will he dropped
from ¢ President’s list and another Southern
om ¢ e
enpinesr eelects
AONMISSION'S DUTY AND PAY.
xow that Pres t Rooseveit has definitely
’.*,_‘Gﬁ fve of 1 seven members of the com-
'W and expects 10 be able to announce
““ of the other two within a day or se,
pe s fewting particular attention to consider-

etion of the actua work of construction. It
may be delleved that if he has any control over
the men he names on the board they will not
theorizing ower wars and

—.. muck time in

resnt The actual digging of the canal will be
presecuted with all the energy that skilled |
lador and ample capital back of it make possi-
bie.

“VIl the canal commissioners go to the isth-
grus™ the President was asked by a friend
Ro-day.

“Bvery one of them.” he is said to have re-
pliied. “1 would not appoint a single man on
that commission who would not go to the isth-
gus. 1 8o not intend to have any long dis-
tance guesswork done on that canal. Every
one of the commissioners will be conversant
with the actus] conditions as they exist on that

#trip of land.”

The compensation of iie commissioners is a
gatter which is giving the Pres'dent no little
goncern. As he expresses it, he does “not in-
fend to have & ‘cheap John' commission. They
smust be amply paid” A' the same time Con-
gress §s bound to place a limit :n the pay of the
Soard, and this Mmit is not likely to be large.
The Presilent may, In his discretion, pay the
vommissioners a8 much as he pleases “until
Congress shall fix the compensation,” and the
fact that several prominent engineers have al-
yeady @eclined to accept places on the hoard is
evidence that men who sr» now receiving lerge
pay Yor simllar work fear 1 teke the places Jest
they shall suffer & material diminution of in-
wome. It i= probable that the remuneration,
yo and gement of the Canal Commis-
sion will follow closely the lines of the Philip-
gine Commission. The president of that com-
grission recetves 20,000 and his four assoclates
$I5500 each. Considering the fact that the
Ssthmian Canal Commissioners will be expected
Ao visit and live for long periods In a most un-
Seaithy zone, where they will virtually take
fheir lives jn their hands, and the further fact
that at Jeast four of the members must be high

giass men of technical training, this compensa-
Rion could not be regarded as extravagant. Less
will not attract good men.

The commission will meet in Washington as
Soot ¢ possible eflter the appointments are
Pade. Quarters will be selected and a force of

fompetent subordinates appointed and Initiated
Into their work os soon as possible. The first

Reetings of the commission will probably be
beld 11 an office in the War, State and Navy
Buliding. Later permanent quarters will have

20 be secured outside, as it is not probable that
&8 adequate amount of space can be secured in
the existing government bulldings. The com-
uission w1 constantly in session in Wash-
fagton except when its members are visiting the
#sthmus

No physician

e

will be appointed on the com-
sslon. This will not be welcome news to the
merican Medieal Association, which for the

t year has been making strenuous efforts to
aveoneaf itz members on the Lhoard. Sanitary
Fegulations of the most rigid kind will be made
8nd enforeed, however, under the direction of
competent medical men of the army and navy
&4 public hea It s likely that the
resident will insi i the employment of some
Prominent physician by the commission to act
O 2 high advisory officer in all matters pertain-
“;: 10 the health of the workmen and the sol-
u';:mcs Stationed along the line of the

The 82 Tnfantry

service

which has been ordered to
::"lmu! to replace the marines, may expect
il n.'m Suly there for a long time. It is
._mhl!nton of the President to maintain an
fuard ther i He does not
“fw ny troulle from Colombia or any other
“"‘m. but deems it the part of wisdom
lire of the canal policed by a force
.b:h‘mlhu on In any emergency, will he
- h'lth disturbing elements, no matter
fome or what thelir size.

lefinitely

I —

THANES FROM PANAMA

President Amagor Expr; Gratitude for
Retification of Treaty.

.:‘:’:::m Pebh. 24 —Dr. Amador, the Pres!-
; Republic of Panama, has replied as
ety h’" the cable dispatch sent to him yes-
an. Mr. Bunsu-Varilla, informing him of
“HeRtion of the Panama Canal treaty:

1
.:;‘m(’"ll 10 convey to the moble American

l " and to the great and generous
h‘m“ ‘Peopie the expression of our senti-
®amen; gratitude in the name of the gov-
Sublie. @nd of the people of our new born Re-
g

Will live always in the hearts of its
:l- and will last even longer than the

Nation
of the st
' atute of the great Frenchman
.::’M. ion of which you contribute so gen-

‘mabie services rendersd by you to

NO OBSTACLE AT PARIS.

tically Assured.

‘:‘: Feb. 24 —No obstacle will be placed by

b fame Canal Company in the way of the

MImation of the agreement with the United

®8 I0r the sale of its concession, now that

. :‘“ treaty has been ratified by the Senate
shingron.

-"M‘ Office said 10-day that there was

J’" to anticipate that the court would

@ny anjunction which might be sought

M-“*

| Baker's

Yesterday’s reports said that the American built Retvisan had covered herself with glory in a fight mith the Japanese. This picture
was made by a Tmuwvxe photographer while the Retvizan lay at the Brooklyn Navy Yard after her arrival from Cramps’ Ship-

building

Ya”{_'-v

DIDN'T WANT

FOUGHT AGAINST HIM.

ISMAY.

Friends Urged Him on

Morgan as a Money Maker.

It is sald downtown that the clection of J.
Bruce Ismay as successor to Clement A Gris-
com iIn the presidency of the International Mer-
cantile Marine Company was effected against
the determined opposition of the principal in-
terests in the Atlantic Transport Company,
whose choice for the presidency of the combina-
ti-n was Bernard N. Baker, who had directed
with conspicuous success the Atlantic Transport
Company prior to its entrance into the Interna-
tional Mercantile Marine Company. Under Mr
Raker's management his company was fo pros-
perous that its stock was quoted at around 200,
This stock was exchanged for Mercantlle Marine
shares, which at present quotations represent a
heavy loss to the Atlantic Transport interests
who hold them; and these Interests, it Is under-
stood, urged upon the member of the firm of J

the organization of the Mercantile Marine Com-
pany that Mr. Baker might so manage the latter
corporation that its affairs would be greatly Im-
proved. Thelr recammendations, however, were
without avail.

It 1= understood

that the accession af
a reorganization of the executive personnel of
the International Mercantile Marine Company.

ready been scheduled and will take place, a few
at & time, from the assumption of active man-
agement by Mr. Ismay.
land and Dominion lines, the English properties

mated into one line, and Henry Wilding, of
Liverpool, who i1s chalrman of the Leyland Line
and chatrman and managing director of the
Dominion Line, will be at the head of the com-
bined lines. Mr. Wilding, it is sald, will at once
be made chalrman and managing director of the
White Star Line in Mr. Ismay’s place. Other
changes are ecxpected In the local executive
staffs

The securities of the International Mercantile
Marine Company were weak yesterday. The

without attracting bids. The close, however,
was at 83 asked, unchanged from Tuesday.

sold at 4%,
asked, against 5% bid, By asked on Tuesday,
The preferred closed practically unchanged from
the preceding day.

Florida
Alarmed.

[BY TELEGRAPE TO THE TRIBUNE
Philadelphia, Feb. 24 —From advices recelved
to-day from Philadeiphians, who recently jour-
neyved to St. Lucte, FMa., it was officially learned

His Friends in

that United States Senator M. 8. Quay Is a
very sick man. Friends who are with him at
present say that the demands on his physical

and mental strength at his Southern rendezvous

ars so great that it has been In contemplation

to Induce him to return North. The eager
search for game by land and water is telling on
him.

It was only month ago that Senator Quay

a
came to this city
then
insommnia and stomach trouble.
the city several days, during which he secured

to see his physician. He was
and complained greatly of

He remained in

far from well

little sleep

KILLED BY A BEAR ON HUNTING TRIP.

Ex-Officer in German Army Carried Receipts
for More Than $100,000.

Feb. 2. —The body of Baron
Martin von Schiosser. formerly an officer in the
German Army, who had lived in this city for many
vears, has been found on the range south of the
i*lM Springs., near the body a bear. The
baron undoubtedly was Kkilled by the bear while

ne 9 !“..
. He started on a hunt Monday morn

?}\:’n"!‘:\: body were found receipts {rom banks in
Portland, Ore., Chicago and New-York for more
than mim: g
A letter found
Hateh should administer his affairs.
be brought hers 10-MOTTOW.

NO PATTI CONCERT: NO MONEY BACK.

Port Angeles, Wash

of

body directed that Judge
on the ¢ The body will

'Cellist Gets an Attachment Against the Re-
ceipts in Philadelphia.
[BT TELEGRAPH TO TOF TRIRUNE.] - »
3 3 1 hkundred peop
Philadelphia, Feb. 24 —Severa

who had anticipated hearing Mme. Patti sing this
afternoon suffered a doudble disappointment when
the announcement was made that no concert would
be given, and that no money could be refunded at
present. There was general growl. Groups formed
l;\d indignantly discussed the affair, while one and
2!l made a demand for their money. Just at present
the funds are tied up by an attachment for $2.7%
secured by Anton Hegmer, a ‘ceilist. who aileges

that the Robert Grau Company owes him $2,500 for
back salary vnder contract.

————————
SAW THE BIRTH OF THE UNION.

Chicagn, Feb. 25 —Sofia Gab, whose birth ante-
&ated the Revolutionary War, If her assertions
were correct, and whe was supposed to have been
the oldest woman in Chlcago. is Aesad at the Home
for Aged ard Infirm Colored People. She was 129
yeurs old. According to the woman’'s statement,
she was born in Virginia in 1775, before th-‘thn.

pends lived on the plantation
s;r;:f'gd;" ho:vf'un!:h;fvd by the pm,::lnmnion
of ¥President Lincoln.

FAMOUS TRAINS TO FLORIDA.
ial e 230 P M “Fla. & West
A. M Unexcelled service via
Coast Lize L6l B way.—Advt

’

P. Morgan & Co. who has had most to do with |

SENATOR QU AY VERY ILL.

{ AC10S8,
|

FLEE FIRE ON PLANKS.

Tenants of Central Park West
Apartment House Thus Saved.

Planks placed across a fifteen-foot courtyard
saved several tenants from suffocation yester-
day in a fire that burned an hour in the seven
etory apartment house, No. 383 Central Park
West. It was the thoughtfulness of several
workmen employed in the construction of a new
apartment house at Nos. 3%4 and 355 Central
Park West that made the bridge possible, and
the workmen guided the frightened people
Several rescues were made by firemen,

| some of the tenants went down the fire escapes

Mr. |
1
Ismay to the presidency will soon be followed by |

It is believed that a number of changes have al- |

The White Star, Ley- |

taken over In the formation of the Mercantile |
Marine, 1t 1s predicted, will soon be amaiga- |

and one invalid woman was carried across an
airshaft into the apartment at No. 282 by nurses
who were attending her.

The fire started in the cellar, and, it is sup-
posed, was caused by crossed electric light
wires. The flames rapldly ascended the dumb-
walter and elevator shafts and cut off the ten-
ants on the two upper floors,

Boyd Potter, a dellvery boy, was delivering a
parcel in the apartment of Mrs. M. E. East, on
the seventh floor, when the fire hroke out. With
Mrs. East llve Mrs. W. M. Butte and Mrs. A
M. Herron, her daughters and their hushands;
Mrs. East's sixteen-year-old son, Lloyd Seldon
East, and Mrs. Herron's two-year-old baby,
Phyllis. Potter was delivering the parcel to
Mrs, Butte. While he was waiting for her to
#ign the dellvery check Mrs. Butte detected the
odor of smoke. She went to the dumbwaiter
shaft in the private hall and, opening the door,
was almost stifled by a rush of smoke in her
face.

She screamed, and, telling Potter to look out
for the others In the apartment, started to tell
the other tenants on the same floor., When shes
reached the 12-foot hallway on which the three
apartments on the floor open, she found it filled
with smoke. She rang t' bell In the apartment
of Montague Howard, but there was no re-
sponse. Then she rang the bell in the apart-
ment of Ernest Monkhouse. Mr. Monkhouse
and his mother and sister were at home. Mrs
Bu'te was unable to return to her own apart-
ment on account of the flames. With the
Monkhouse family she went to the rear of thelr

| apartment, and the four went down on the fire

bonds were offered three polints down, at RO, |

Four hundred shares of the common stock were |
and the stock closed at 43 bid, 5 !

| opened a window on the courtyard and held her |

All had to drop twelve feet from the
None were injured

escape.
lower part of the ladder.

During this time there was great excite-
ment in the East apartment. Smoke was rising
up past the only window that led to the fire
escape. Mrs. East. Mrs. Herron and Lloyd got
to the fire escape, but were afrald to descend
Potter brought out Mrs, Herron's baby. He
€0 that the air could strike her

In the mean time, the workmen employed on
the seventh floor of the new apartment house

| saw the two women and the boy on the fire
escape. They got long planks and stretched
them from the window sill of a room In the

Much |

|

new building to the railing of the fire escape.
One of the workmen then crossed the Lridge
and led Mrs. East Other workmen held
the planks and gulded the others.

An electrician, assisted by two workmen, got
a plank across from another window to the sill
of the room where Potter was holding little
Phyllle. Then Ball crossed the plank and took
the baby from Potier. He recrossed to the new
building, followed by the delivery boy.

The rescues were seen from the sireet by a
large number of people.

A Mre. Julia Brown was ill with pneuamonia
in her apartment on the sixth floor. She was
being attended by two nurses. The apartment
f= on the south side of the bullding, and the
fire escape is within two feet of that on the ad-
Joining building. he nurses easily carried Mrs.
Brown into the next house,

Other rescues were made by firemen.

They say many people escaped by the roof

LCTOFS.

The fire was discovered by the janitor. Charles |
his ele-

Abbott, the colored elevator hoy, ran
vator up to the third floor. The smoke was al-
ready coming up. and Abbott abandoned it and
ran up to the roof

#oice’'s apartment was the only one damaged
b fire, but all the others were damaged by
gmoke. The firemen worked hard to confine the
blaze to the basement and the two shafts, and
did so. The damage by fire i= estimated at

£2.000,, though the total damage wiil be about |

$£4.000.

There are twenty-one apartments in the
bullding. The apartments extend along the
sides of the building about three-quarters of the
way to the rear. The third apartment is across
the rear of the bullding., and is reached by a
Jong narrow hall rfnning between the side
apartments,

CAME

KILI. PRELATE.

Failing That, Insane Man Assauited
a Woman and Sexton.

[BY TELEGRKAPK TO THFE TRIBUNE.]

Philadelphia, Feb. 24.—Faliling in an attempt
to secure an audience with Archbishop Ryan,
whom he declared he had come to assassinate, a
demented man, whose jdenti'y is unknown, en-
tered the Reman Catholic Cathedral, at Eigh-
teenth and Race sts, this morning, assaulted
a worshipper. knocked down the sexton and
walked off with the keys of the church. Mrs
Annie Lyford, of No. 219 North Hicks-st., who
was attacked by the dman, sustained serious
injury. and is confined to ber bed.

The precautions taken to guard Archbishop
Ryan from annoyance at the hands of promis-
cuous visitors probabiy saved the prelate from
serious injury, If not death. Failing to gain ad-

mission to the Archbishop’'s residence, (e man
turned his attention to the cathedral. snd fol-
lowed Mre. Lyforg into the church. He caught
her by the throat, and dragged her the length of
the church to the street. McCarthy, the sexion,
ran (o her assistance, and was felled by the
maniac. Noticing the keys of the cathedral in
the door, the man grabbed them and ran across
Logan Square, disappearing In Vine-st,

T0

DEWEY'S PORT WINE AND GRAPE JUICE

- Are for your sick ones.
H. T. Dewey & Sors Co., 13§ Fulton St, New York.
—AdVL

10 MAKE SUBWAY OFF

TRANSFERS, LOW

E
FARES.

M. S. R. Independent Route from
Battery to Harlem.

The Metropolitan Btreet Rallway Company
will to-day make a tentative proposition to the
Rapld Transit Commission for an independent
subway route from the Battery to the Harlem.
It is understood that the Metropolitan's “big
card” will be a propusul, In case it is allowed
to build the subway, to give free transfers to all
its lines in Manhattan and a reduced fare over
the Union lines in The Bronx.

The proposition to be presented to the Rapid
Transit Cominission does not comprehend the
financial features of a subway contract. That
will come latsr. The subject immediately before
the commission now {s a new route from the
Battery to The Bronx.

The Metropolitan officlals were uncommunica~
tive last night when rsked about the route, It is
understood that it would run from the Battery
up Greenwlich-st. to Hudson-st.,, to Eighth-ave.,
to the new Pennsylvania Raliroad Station at
Thirty-seconud-gt., thence under Thirty-sixth-st,
to Lexington-ave.,, and then north to the Har-
lem. Rumors were In circulation a few days
ago that the Metropolitan favored a route under
Second-ave. from the Harlem to Houston-st.,
{ then under Chrystle or Forsyth st. and other
| streets to Willlamn-st. and South Ferry, thus
| apping the financial district close to Wall and

Eroad sts.
| It now is understood that this plan has been
| abandoned in favor of the Lexington-ave. route,

80 as to give the Metropolitan cars access to

both the rallway stations in the heart of the

city. Dipping under the Harlem at One-hun-
dre i-and-thirty-sixth-st., the Metropolitan's pro-
posed route will reach its northern terminus at

. about One-hundred-and-thirty-eighth-st.,, where
it will be In direct connection with the lines of
the Union Rallway Company, now controlled by
the Metropolitan interests.

' This connection with the Urnion company's

Iines at the lower edge of The Bronx is counted
'on to make the proposition more attractive to

the Rapid Transit Commiszion than any pian |

thus far laid down by the Balmont company.
The Interborough company sent to the Rapid
Transit Commis=ion on January 28 a letter from
Mr. McDonald to Mr
views of the Interborough officials with refer-
ence to the most desirable route. In that letter

Mr. MeDonald, smong other things, said:

I as not In favor of abandoning the Broadway
exle y and | am still of the opinfon that a
vital cessity exists for the extension of the road

as then proposed, either to Fourteenth-st. or to
Twenty-third-st., and from that point down Fifth-
ave., by way of South Fifth-ave., to Greenwich-
st and thence on to the Battery, connecting there
with our Brooklyn éxtension. The next extension
in importance, and one which the Rapid Transit
Subway Construction Company should request from
the commission, Is the construction of a three-
track tunnel from Forty-second-st. up Lexington-
ave, to and under the Harlem River, through
Third-ave to One-hundred-and-forty -ninth-st.,
there connecting with our subway and elevated
lines in The Bronx

While it is a matter of conjecture, it is be-
lieved in loeal railroad circles that when 1t
comes to building the new tunnel the bidders
will offer to do it without asking the loan of
the city's eredit. It will be remembered that
the Belmont company offered to build the
Brooklyn extension for $2000,000, although the
work will cost the Interborough company about
SO.000,00). The Interborough got the contract,
fts proposition being far more attractive than
that submitted by the Rapid Transit Company
of Brooklyn,

The Interborough and the Metropolitan may

not be the only companies to submit bids when
the Rapid Transit Commission asks for pro-
posals. Railroad men generally are greatly In-
terested in tunnel projects in this city, and it
would not surprise the commission if one or two
| propositions from outside and comparatively un-
| known bidders were submitted.
{ It is practically certain that the commission
| will restrict the contractors who build the next
subway to deing practically all the tunnelling
| without breaking up the surface of the streets.
. If the Rapid Transit Commission insists on the
work being done with the miniinum of incon-
venience to the public the cost of the tunnel
will be enormously increased. The work in
lower Broadway is costing nearly double what
it cost some of the sub-contractors to build a
four track tunnel in other parts of the city by
the open ditch system.

Despite the cost, there is little likelihood of
the commission’s permitiing any more open
ditch work.

The tuunel proposition from the Metropolitan
i= not the only big thing te come before the
Rapid Transit Commission at its meeting to-
day. It was reported last night that August
Belmont will to-day lay before the commission
his plan for a new subway from the Grand Cen-
tral Station under Forty-second-st. and the
East River to Long Island City, so as to give
the subway proper a connection with Queens
Borough. Mr. Belmont some time ago acquired
from the owners the control of the Steinway
system of surface lines in Queens. with the
franchise for the tunnel begun nearly twenty
years ago and ahbandoned by its builders after
a bad accident on the Queens side
that the Interborough company will utilize some
of the franchises it owns in Long lsland City
for fast subway trains to reach Belmont Park.

associates are building the largest racing park
in this country. This park willi be the new
home of the Westchester Racing Association
after the old Morris Park track is abandoned.
It is belijeved that Mr. Belmont will not stop
till he is able to run subway trains out to the
track in Nassau County. although it may take
some time to work out the plan

O ————
LOCAL EXPERT GCES TO WATERTOWN.
Watertown, N. Y.. Feb. 24 —The Common Council
last night provided for ways and means for fight-
ing the tvphoid fever epidemic here. The Doard of
Health will at once enteér into a éontract with Dr.
George A. Soper, of New-York, the sanitary expert,
whe assisted 'n stamping out the discase at Ithaea
and Butler, Penn. He is expected here to-morrow.
PRI SIEERES -
CALL EARLY

and make your ol::xl car reservation on Sea-
board Florida Limi 2 4 only dally limited train
Office, 1,153 Broadway.—Advt.

Belmont embodying the '

It is likely |

just over the line in Nassau County from the |
village of Queens. where Mr. Belmont and his |

JAPANESE ATTACK REPULSED.

ATTEMPT TO BLOCK PORT ARTHUR CHANNEL AND

DESTROY THE RETVIZAN FAILS.

Two Steamers Loaded xith Infla

mmables Sunk by Russian Fire—

Torpedo Boats Driven Off —Japanese Fleci in Offing.

Viceroy Alexieff reported that the Japanese were repulsed in an attempt t
sink steamers in the channel at Port Arthur and to destroy the Retvizan by a
torpedo boat attack. Two of the steamers were sunk by the Retvizan's fire,
and the torpedo boats were driven off. The Japancse fleet remained in the
offing. The coast batteries took part in the action. Reports of the sinking of

Japanese warships were not confirmed.

Viceroy Alexieff issued a proclamation ordering all Manchurians to aid the

Russian forces, and threatening the natives with extermination in case of

to comply with the requirements.

failure

Advance guards of the Japanese army corps recently landed at Chemulpo

were reponeq_norm of Ping;Y_a.ng,

RUSSIA’S WAR ON PAPER.

Diplomatists Hard at Work to Stir

i Up Sympathy.

(Special to The New-York Tribune by French Cable)
(Copyright; 1904: By The Tribune Assoctation.)
London, Feb. 24.—The Russian diplomatists
are more active and aggressive than either their
armies or their fleets. They are making a delib-
erate effort to gain the moral support of Ger-
many and the co-operation of France by framing
an indictment against the Japanese government
| on various counts of flagrant breaches of inter-
national law.
| Meanwhile, a campalgn of what Bismarck
used to call “blood and fron™ comes on slowly.
Northern Corea seems destined to be the first
| great battleground of the land forces, as the
Japanese are steadily advancing along the road
| to the mouth of the Yalu, and the Russians
have sent a considerable force across the river.
Dispatches about the last battle at Port Ar-
thur are still conflicting. The Japanese Em-
bassy rejects Reuter’s dispatch announcing that
four of the Japanese battleships and two trans-
ports have been sunk, and several of the best
informed naval experts declined to accept it to-
night, although it was earmarked as officlal.
LKW

NO HOPE FOR MANCHURIA.

Alexieff Orders All Inhabitants to
Aid Russian Forces.

Ying-Kau, Feb. 24.—Viceroy Alexieff has
caused a proclamation to be issued through
Manchuria, notifying to the Chinese that Rus-
sia is at war with Japan on account of Japan's
treacherous attack on the Russlan fleet.

i 'The proclamation is In six sections, as follows:

Flirst—The Inhabitants are warned that they
| must prevent the encroachment of Chinese on
| Russian territory.

Second—Russian and Chinese Interests are de-
clared to be identical, but as China says she
wishes to maintain neutrality, all officials In
Manchuria, Instead of hindering, must aseist

! the Russian Army.

Third—The peopie shall continue their occu-
pations, and shall treat the Russian troops with
confidence.

Fourth—The railroad telegraphs are left to
the protection of the people, who will be held
responsible in case they are injured.

Fifth—The people are warned not to obey the |

threats of the chunchus (bandits), who are the
curse of Manchurla, but must assist the troops
to exterminate them. If they do not aid in this
they also will be treated as robbers.

Sixth—If the people antagonize the troops or
show them hatred, they will be exterminated
without mercy. The government is taking all
steps, in any event, to protect its interests.

The proclamation makes an earnest appeal for
the sympathy of the people in the present crisis
when it says, “Russia must put her back to the
wall™

H. B. Miiler, United States Consul at New-
Chwang, Is Increasingly active in his endeavors
to protect Japanese refugees, and has made
further demands for information as to their
location. He has made strong representations
in the matter of right of search and inspection.

The reorganization of the Viceregal adminis-
tratipn i® now going forward, and is expected
to take one month. In the mean while there is
considerable complication and vuncertainty in

| all international and domestic matters.

 J.APAN'S REPORTED LOSS.

' Early Dispatches Tell of Several
Warships’ Destruction.

|  Lendon, Feb. 24.—A dispatch to Reuter’s Tele-
| gram Company from St. Petersburg says that on
February 23 the Japanese attempted to send
| four steamers filled with explosives among the
: Russian fleet in Port Arthur Harbor. These fire
ships did no damage and 'were themselves de-
| stroyed, two being sunk and fwo going ashore.
Two Japanese boats escorting the fire ships
were destroyed by Russian guns.

Parls, Feb. 24 —The Russian Embassy here
| has received a communication to the effect that
| a Japanese squadron on the night of February
| 24 tried to block the entrance of Port Arthur
{ Harbor, at the same time attacking Russian

warships there with torpedo hoats and trying to
| set them on fire. The battieship Retvizan, sup-
; ported by the coast batteries, repelled this at-
| tack, forced the Japanese retire and suc-
ceeded in sinking four of their vessels.

The news of this Russian victory was posted
in the lohbies of the Chamber of Deputies and
the Senate, and caused great enthusiasm.

| The Foreign Office recelved late this afternoon
| the following dispatch from the French Consul
| at Che-Foo:

| The Russlans have repulsed a Japanese at-

tack upon Port Arthur. Four Japanese battle-
| ships were damaged and run aground.

to

| The consul's dispatch adds that the attack
| oecurred last night, and indicates that the ships
! stranded near Port Arthur.

| -A dispatch to the Havas Agency from Port
| Arthur says that four Japan-s> cruisers and two
| Japanese transports have been sunk in a fresh
| attack on Port Arthur. The dispatch adds that
| the attack was repulsed, and that the Russian
battleship Retvizan covered herself with glory.

LEAVING PORT ARTHUR?

 Thirtcen of Japan's Fleet Moving
East Off Wei-Hai-Wei.

Wei-Hai-Wei, Feb. 24.—~Four Japanese battle-.
ships and nire cruisers pass>? this port to-day,
bound eastward.

London. Feb. 24.—The fleet which passed Wei-

RUSSIANS DEFEND PORT.

Guns of the Retvizan and Forts Sink
Japanese Steamers.
St. Petersburg, Feb. 25 (2:45 a. m.).—A telse
l’ﬂl!.h‘on Viceroy Alexieff to the Czar says:
At a quarter before three in thq morning of

Feb 24 numerous Japanese
mm'u%mw,mﬁ
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was by the
of the which umi'nb:m
were
toward her. Ons of them went on the rocks
near the i on Tiger Peninsuia, and

sinki condition and eight

: slowly to rejoin the walting
warships.

A part of the crews of the

-5 X, Jm“
burning. The enemy is ocbserved in the offing of
Port Arthur in two lines.

The Ja crews saved themselves in
boats, it is possible that some of them
were picked up by the enemy’s torpedo boats.
| am to examine the coasts. The
«nrmdﬂnhwborno . .1 attribute the
comp! derangement enemy’s plans to
th:tvprini.m action and destructive fire of the
zan.
Floating mines are still visible in the road-
stead. | recalled the three crulsers sent
in pursuit of the enemy, in order, in the first
pb&hmmm&ddun“

We had no losses.

Viceroy Alexieff does not mention the numbew
of steamers which the Japanese tried to sink or
drive upon the Russian ships, and it is not yet
known waether the four vessels the captain of
the Retvizan observed going down, In addition
to the two destroyed, were also laden with In<
flammables or whether they were warships.

The greatest praise !s given to the commander
of the Retvizan, end the splendid actfon of this
American bullt vessel places Ler name foremost
on the roil of the Russian Navy.

Viceroy Alexleff's dispatch was an amplifica«
tion of a briefer telegram received by the Eme
peror earlier, but which was not given out.

It is evident that Viece-Admiral Stark no
louger commands the Russian Port Arthur naval
forces, Viceroy Alexieff mentioning a temporary
commander of the fleet without giving any
name.

Stories to the effect that the Japanese de-
signed an attempt at landing in Pigeon Bay at
the same time that the engagement occurred are
not mentioned In the dispatches, but it I» as-

| Hal-Wel to-day is supposed to have been Ad-
| miral Toge's fleet leaving Port Arthur,

sumed the reports are without foundation.

Many conflicting rumors, based on Admiral
Alexieff’'s dispatch, were current in St. Peters-
burg yesterday afternoon and evening. The
news had apparently been made known Dby
fragments. from each of which a story was
buflt.

One of the most circumstantial reports was
that the Japanese had attempted to bottle up
Admiral Stark's fleet In Port Arthur by sinking
two stone laden vessels at the entrance of the
harbor, employing the tactics followed in the
case of the Merrimae at Santiago.

According to this account, two Japanese ships
appeared off the harbor with a Japanese fleet
behind them and ostensibly in pursuit. The
Russiana, however, suspected a ruse, and thelr
ships eteamed out, sank the stone laden ves-
sels, engaged and defeated the enemy and drovs
them off. The reports of the loss inflicted, how=
ever, were conflicting.

RUMOR OF WARSHIPS DESTRUCTION.

All the stories included the feature of the ves-
sels loaded with stones, but according to eome
versions the Japanese fleet was convoying trans-
ports with the purpose of effecting a landing at
Pigeon Bay, and, after the fallure of this pre-
liminary manceuvre, the Russians played havoe
with both the Japanese warships and the trans-
ports, sinking four of the former and two of the
latter.

One account gave the name of the battleship
Retvizan as the vessel which particularly dis-
tinguished herseif in the action by ramming and
tinking one of the Japanese battieships.

Rumors of this victory were spread far and wide
over the city in the early part of the evening,
and the crowds which had gathered in the
streets, in spite of the severe coid, to discuss the
news were greatly excited One newspaper
printed an extra relating the victory based on
a meagré telegram from London, but as the
night wore on without officlal confirmation the
crowds disappeared, except from around the
newspaper offices, where they waited for the

The news of victory was accompanied by two
stories, one that after the first decisive Russian
victory the Emperor would offer peace, and the
other that Japan had deposed the Emperor of
Corea and formally annexed that country. These
reports are given simply as examples of the
storfes which floated about in the excited
crowds.

Instead of diminishing, the crowds at the Ade
miraity and newspaper and telegraph
e gt v, St e st )
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