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1  “What means this tumult, fellow? he demanded,
wn more fir on his head and
g hls sceptre to Nerissa.

BY E. M. JAMESON.
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IN HER COMING OUT GOWN.
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s little man, quivering

on the head
But so0 great was the lttie @ressmaker
. - |
Fantastica that the little man only grovelled lower

s fear of | never, never happen

etill and lay flat upon the ground, with the box en again,” sald the prin-
half hding him from view her pony back a pace or

Now, the King hated scenes and éisputes and he ve will appoint another
had only Just recove 1 his good humor, to lose it > will execute our orders
agaln

The ladles In waliting looked at one another and
raised their brows questioningly, knowing well that
what the Princess Royal stated was an impoesibll-
ity, even in fairyland.

The little man raised himself to his knees, turn-
ing toward the king such a grief-stricken counte-
nance that Nerissa felt the deepest pity for him.

“It happened thus, your majesty,” he explained,
in trembling tones: “I ran short of a length of sil-
ver gossamer for the left sleeve of the Princess
Royal's gown. Throughout the country did my
messengers search In vain, nowhere could they
find @ morsel. It 1= a rare kind, your majesty,
silver stars on a barred design, with delicate trac-
ery of''e——

“Yes, yes; enough of these detalls,” interrupted
the King, irritably; “what care we for women's
fallals!"

“Nothing could they find save gold gossamer,
your maljestv.”

“And why not make use of gold gossamer, pray T’
interposed the king, pushing his crown back a little
from his perturbed brow.

At this question Fantastica shrugged her shoul-
ders with a pitying smile for his majesty's ig-
norance, and the little man hastened to inform the
King that one gold sleeve and one of silver would
never do; they would not match,

“And why need they match, pray?” asked the
king, Indifferently, repressing a yawn; the discus-
sion wearied him; “for our part we are not o set
upon having both sides alike. Fantastica, our
own preclous chiid, why not start a new fashion
in sleeves? The {dea commends itself to our royal
mind.”

And, full of pleasure In this new thought, he
pushed his crown away still further from his brow,
and only just succeeded In catching it ere It rolled
jown the steps of the throne. He glanced around
quickly to see If any one smiled, but not a glimmer
of a smile was to be seen, for all his subjects
knew their king's self-consciousness and respected
it—and their own freedom.

Now, Fantastica was as changeable as the wind.
The ldea of the variegated sleeves commended jt=elf
to her mind also. After all, no gown at the fete
would resemble her own. She pondered for a mo-
ment, and the little man was quick to seize his op-
portunity.

He sprang to his feet, and with trembling fingers
opened the box. From Innumerable wrappings of
silver paper he drew forth the Princess Royal's
coming-of-age gown, and shook it out before the
eyes of the assembled court.

A murmur of admiration arose from all sides,

It was more like a rosy-tipped cloud, mingled
with moonshine, than anything in the shape of a
gown, and it shimmered softly in the light, while
the silver gleam of its one sleeve caught the atten-
tion of the court

It was a marvel of beauty, and the ladles In
walting forgave the court dressmaker many of his
errors in consequence of his skill

The gown was indced a marvel of loveliness, and
the pity was that Fantastica should be so un-
of it
ittle jester looked from it to Nerissa and

1 and they both nodded
meaning that Nerissa, wit
i have graced the dazzling

gown marvellously w
Fantastica's good humor was completely re stored,
catiff,” she sald, poking the little man
with her lance, and preparing to rid‘o
i see that the gown be ready in an hours
i in the hands of my tiring-woman, or’’—
couched her lance In position and galloped
scattering the courtiers right and left, and
leaving the king to look ruefully at the havog
nade by her pony’s hoofs in the beautiful inlaid
floor.

Evervbody breathed a sigh of rellef.

The little man replaced the gown In the wrap-
once more ran off

pings, and, taking up the box, C

it} speed of a frightened rabbit

Then the g and queen rose, and the courtiers
beran to get into position In ordes of T:l?‘.

walked out of the audience chamber, back-
wir 11 the time like so many mandarins.
) a and Otho this was a very novel sight,
but they knew their manners better than to smile,

Nerissa walked between the king and qu , hold-
ing a hand of each, and after them came all the
princes, accompanied by Otho, with the little jester
running hither and thither, turning somersaults
and making merry, checked by nobody: for was
he not the king's favorite?

At the foot of the great carved staircase the

and queen pausec

m‘yzsgnelm:?s: rosr until the fete begins,” sald the
king, thoughtfully; and the queen nodded very

Ghe CWonderful Electric Elephant.

CHAPTER XI11—-(Continued).

As they approached the capital Huolamvlvlzn't
faster to escape the mob that attempted to =
them, and, obeying Cherry Blossom's dlre(;ﬁor;:‘u-
presently found himseif at the entrance o‘“:”om..
tiful park, in the centre of which Cherry S8 5 Bt
home stood. Turning to the left he enter e
or driveway, bordered on both sides by S the
trees in full bloom. Here and there throusg e
trees they caught glimpses (;‘lg‘IIEUQT:‘a::' wn:“

i in the moon
l;;'?:l:‘; :rxzi:.x:‘e‘gghedges and flowers everywhere,

which grew so thickly that not a glimpse of u.:
house could be seen. All of a sudden they enter
e typical Japanese

clear space, and there stood

laxo:xl:e onpa beautifui, high terface, with marble
steps leading up to it, on which were Immense
bmAnze vases, filled with blooming plants. On the
steps and terraces eould be seen peacocks sweeping
their long tails on the graes as they strutted
bout.

ll(‘rwrry Blossom's pet dog ran out to find what
caused so much noise, and on seeing the elephant
he scampered back, howlng with fright. This
brought Cherry Blossom's tather out of the house,
and servants came from all directions to see what
could make the pet dog howl #o. Just at this sec-
ond, when they all stood looking in tha direction of
the drive, the elephant came into view, walking
slowly along. The earth trembled slightly as It
came. The servants fled in ail directions and did
not wonder that the dog howled, while her father

to move.

The elephant stopped before the house, and
Harold opened the little trap door, and out stepped
Cherry Blossom. This surprise was one too many
for the old man, and he dropped Into a chalr,
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trembling with fright. She went to her father, and,
putting her arms around his neck, poured into
his bewildered ear all the queer things that had
bhappened. In the mean time Harold helped Pink
Cheeks and Ione to descend, and by this time
Cherry Blossom's father was over hig surprise and
fright, and went to meet Harold and Tone with
open arms and bade them welcome to his house

It 1s needless to dwell on the good time they had
and how they extended thelr visit from day to day
untl} they had been there a week, and how each
day they saw something new and iInteresting. as
Cherry Elossom's father devoted his whole time to
them. Through his Influence they were presented
at court, and the Emperor, Empress and their
retinue were 80 Interested in what they heard that
they did Cherry Blossom's father the honor of call-
ing at his house to Inspect the electric elephant.

Harold gave them all a ride in it and showed
them how easily It was run. Then the Emperor, In
return, presented him with a medal of the Black
Dragon, and gave a large duck catching party for
him, which pleased Harold greatly, for he had
heard what sport it was to try to catch the ducks
in nets, instead of ghooting them, as we do In
America. The party was a great success, as well
as the supper, served In true Japanese style, that
was given afterward for them in the palaca

The Empress presented Ione with a complete
Japanese costume of silk, handsomely embroidered
in gold and silver, and the Emperor gave Harold a

pecullar, ancient looking sword, with jewels set in
| the handle. Harold returned the favor by giving
the Emperor an emerald signet ring and the Eun-
press a magnificent string of pearls which he had
gelected from those which he and Ione had gath-
ered in the ocean. This string, when finished, was
worth 4 small kingdom.

When presented at court Ione had worn her wed-
ding dress for the second time and a tiara of
pearls, dlamonds and emeralds. She looked lke a
queen, and she certainly was a royal beauty that
night; her lilylike complexion never showed to bet-

skinned daughters of Japan.

One whole day was devoted to shopping and
purchasing some of Japan's priceless pottery and
embroideries, and the last day of thelr visit they
spent In inspecting several of the Buddhist temples
and some of the Emperor's palaces. The latter are
situated in the heart of the city, In the midst of
pretty parks, with tiny lakes dotted Rere and there,
the whole being surrounded by wide moats, where
numerous wild ducks can be seen swimming among
the beautiful lotus biossoms which float on the

water,
(To be continued)

TREES IN WINTER.

Them Without Their Leaves?

Ken winter bleak has charms for me
—(Burna
How many of the little men and women can
recognize the trees In winter? Perhaps they think
llke the majority of grown up people, that they

dress, but the leaves do not make the tree any
more than clothes make the man, and the leafless
trees are even less like one another than when they
are covered with follage, flowers or fruit. They
show their real character In winter, and If we
really want to know them we must study them at
that time. A few of them will be found, like a
good many men and women, to have only thelr
clothes to recommend them; but most ¢. them have
peculiar beautles which can only be seen or are
best observed in winter.

l The beech, with its lovely white bark and fine

ter advantage than it did there among the dark |

How Many Boys and Girls Know |

are all allke when they have lost thelr summer |

spray of delicate bBranches, fs

much afmireq
its winter beauty, and the white birch, -

celebrate as the “lady of the forest,”

as Sir Walter Scott calls her drooping b
are unhlddonbyhermvoﬂ.fl-v- ™e
strength and sternness of the oak are best
when her gnarled old erms and fron form are
and the elm shows her remarkabdle combination of
strength and stateliness, with gracefu] dellcacy,
he;; advantage when she I3 bereft of ieaves -
e elm may easily be recognized tn
her vaselike form, and the cak is uuau:hw. -
by her pecullar habit of clinging to her dead foii.
age. Hickories may be known by the Inky bisek.
ness of their branches as they are outiineg
against the sky, and the duttonwood may he rec.
ognized as far as she can be seen 57 her
speckied appearance, caused by the habit of onat.
ing her bark in large. Irregular patches.

The bark Is the wornout clothing of the tren
which she casts off when It gets too small, and &
differs from other old clothes in being more beaus.
ful when it i3 old than it has ever been defore. Pop
this the tree lover may be devoutly thankeul ty
Mother Nature, for the bark !s one of the
beauties of the trees, particularly i winter, when
the eye Is not distractad from its lovely colore by
the brighter tints of the follage.

Winter is the sleeping time of the tr
the sympathy which poets have Xav!sh:!‘onn‘ :
leafless and bdirdless state Is quite misplaced The
trees In winter are perfectly comfortabie and hap-
p¥. They have put on their slumber robes, wrappeq
afl their buds In waterproof coats and blankets,
filled their storehouses with food, ready to feed the
baby leaves and flowers when the first oreaiy of
spring Is felt, and since the first frost in the fall
they have been having a nice, quiet snooze ™
roots, partly wrapped la the slumber robe, as
asleep, like the rest of the tree, and, though thy
wWood is full of iittle lce crystals, which ean ™
;efzn {par»_kltn:_}ikc diamonds on a broken twig or

rancl, the living part of the tree, a Jellylike sub.

| stance called protop.asm, is uninjured by ¢ sold.
Nature in some mysterious 'ay‘ tluc;y\‘)l::a Y
fully understood protects it

The siumber robe is the same dre
tree during the summer, but for l;i: :?;?n',“
it is made perfectly air tight and water tight. Dyr.
ing the summer it Is pierced with tiny 3
through which the tree breathes. but in the
these openings are al! carefully sealed up.

The cradles of the baby leaves and o
wonderful things, and any lttle man or W Omag why
would like to examine them can easily do % The
horse chestnut is the best trea to begin HY Be
cause it makes bigger cradles for Its children Wan
most of ihe other trees. These will e found
the ends of the twigs and are from an ! w
Inch and a hailf in iength. The outside
waterproof and beneath it is an armor of
Inside the scales a mass of soft. downy
packed around a complete Sranch of !iitls leaves,
while In the centre of all is a compiete stalk of
flowers. A German naturalist countad
flowers on one ofhthese undeveloped spikes, and
with a microscope he was abie to see vollen
the stamens - -

All treea do not take so much troudls as this, and
some take more. The buds of the Norway
have thres sets of scales. Beneath the outer ones
is a palr covered with ot brown hair as thick as
sealskin and of the same caolor. Within these 5 o
third palr with fur a lttle thicker and darker than
| that of the second pair, and within these are the
Laby leaves, or flowers, so small they can scarcely
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| be seen, but perfect
The meosewood maple, on the contrary, protects
| its buds with only a single palr of scales; yot the
| leaves and flowers come out in the sp Just as
as those of the Norwar maple Why

there should
methods of the two trees no one know

be such a difference !n the nursery
but as
| Mother Nature generally knows what she I» about,
| there is probably a good reason for it. Perhaps
| some of the little men and women will find out
| when they grow up.
The tree makes [t leaves and flowers for ths
succeeding season early each summer. and when
|
|
|
!

‘ vigorous

the flowers are intended to come out before the
leaves they are always wrapped up separately.
——————

FROM CHICAGO TO NEW-ORLEANS.
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