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TREATMENT OF FRENCH JUVENILE OFFENDER
WORST POSSIBLE EXTIROXMEXT PBOFIDED PMJSQ9

(HiIPATIOX AXI) DIET,

ILMY DAYS OF R]VER_ PIRATE^ PAST.

LITTLE CH.IXCE FOR THEM OFF THE WHARVES OF
XEU YORK TODAY

THE SPIDER AND FROGS, WHICH APPEAR IN "BABES IN TOY-
LAND," HAVING A FRIENDLY TUSSLE BETWEEN THE ACTSL

GROTESQUE ANIMALS FOR STAGE PRODUCTIONS.

HOJV IDEAS OF ACTORS ABE WORKED OUT BY MEN

WHO USE PAPIER MACHE AND WIRES WITHSKILL.

Nothing could be more repellent than the po-

sition of the Paris prison for Juvenile offend-
ers. It stands exactly opposite the Grande
Roquette. in which criminal* under sentence of
death await their last hour, and where, until
recently, the guillotine stood, ever ready for
the next victim. Th* curious construction of
Petite Roauette. with letached cells tn circles
like a spider's web. u due to the requirements

Paris. February 29.

Early sne morning last week a young coup*

were surprised by a policeman outside the mar-

ket known as the Ave Maria, in the St. Gervale
quarter of Paris, in the act of abstracting two

bottles of liqueur from a tradesman's cart.
bjsjibeen left for the moment unprotect-

ed. Carried forthwith before the police magis-

trate the. couple proved to ba mere children, a

boy of thirteen years and the girl one year

younger. The latter, a handsome little brunette,

stated with much pride that her companion was

her "fourth fianc*." and in Ihe boys pocket

there was found a letter addressed to the girl

by a former lover, now in prison. In which h*

charged her bitterly with her infidelity, and re-

minded her of the happv days they had passed

together, pilfering a littlehere and .\ little there,

and imploringher to wait tillhe was free again,

that th<*y might renew the good old times.

This story, together with others of a similar

nature published in the police gaiette of Paris,

Induced a philanthropic voung American woman

to find out how 'France dealt with the problem

of the child criminal. Paris contains a larger

percentage of such children than any other

Continental capital.

France has prisons for Juvenile offenders *J
both sexes, and while the maximum sentence for

a minor of less than fiftee" years is one month,

over that age the magistrate may Impose a

period of six months, and both sentences will be

carried out in the prison called "La Petite Ro-

quette." This prison system fca accompanied,

since tlje Act of 1X75. with solitary confinement
—a most cruel and pernicious method for youth-

ful offenders. Thus from the moment that a boy

Is detected Incrime, petty larceny, vagabondage,
disorderly conduct, or whatever the offenc* may

b*. he Is placed In the worst possible environ-
ment. The hours passed at the depot Into which
day and night the oftacourlng of Paris is con-

stantly pouring— the Irreclalmably vicious men
and women whose whole live* ar* an sndlesa

chain of shorter or k>ng*r periods passed alter-

nately in and out of prison—th* driv* m th*
prison cart, which has been wittilynamed tn

Paris the "panler a salade
"

(the salad basket),

and ths final arrival within the walls of La
Petite Roquette bring him Into enforced contact
with more hardened, because more experienced,

runners than himself.

weight of the body upon them, spread out as they
must be to Imitate tbe l*giof a spider."

While acting hla part Mr. liurna wears a tight-
fitting Jers>oy suit, colored and si>otteU to lmit.it
the boajr of a spider. About hla w.iUt la strapped
what may ba styled an elongated bustle. This IS
colored and si"Ht..l to represent part ot a spider's
body. Fastened to the siiles of his suit are three
long, piiihkU lops or claws. These rest upon th*
flour as b*j cr-iwls about upon tils hands and feet.
ami Rlv*,him Um nppearanc* of a huge spider, hav-
Ing Bv< legs on either skaa of the body. Allof ths
leg?j on each sid* are made to move tn unison by
nn;.us of rubber ataes (Nisslrg from th> actor's
hands over and around the artificial legs back to his
own ksa. To th« neck of the suit la fastened a
hood, shaped and painted to Imitate the head of
a big spider, while a face mask of mosquito netting
di,e» away with the nece salty for maklns: ud. In
the dull green light which follows him about the
«tag* Mr. Burns looks extremely spiderllke, a:,
th« n.nnner In mhlch he climbs trees and crosses
th^ tropical growth of scenery overhanging tne
\u25a0tage makes the little ones In the aud>nce tremble
In e.-stasy of mlnrled fear and delight. A cros»
r.ieee of tough wood, on which are fasten**! cleats

Then they wouM row nut again to a point a little
farther out than that at which the plunder was
sunk, letting th« twine unwind from a spool in
the bo«t. Then th* twir.e would h« pulled tight.
ahssJl a foot under the water, and the boat wouli
be rowed a short distance, up or down stream, al-

! w«ya in the direction opposite to that in which the• tlle was running.

'When the boat wa* turned Inshore again and

j the *:-\u25a0:••* was cath*r*<l up carefully there wouM
j be other «irings, each attached to a cork, dragged

;<l> *Hh it •k« float, you fcnow. Each string

with a cork to it would be pulled until it brought
up trie «nd of a rop*. and when the rope wa»
pulled, up would come a piece of l.rass casting, a
coil of lea<l pipe or some other Junk that wa*

morth saving. Why didn't the police recover the
>wag'? Oh, it was a long time before we ever

Isassocted the IMscaa tooK the trouble to hitch
j twine rround corks to their plunder before they
dumped the stuff overboard."

Thore m-as ore gang of river thieves years ago
who made n specialty of stealing choice liquors,
particularly such as were imported In casks and
barrels. They Mole many a barrel or cask of
liquor from open piers before their peculiar method
of operation was detected. I^et the eld policeman
tell tli« etory:

"Itmas a ir.rMery for a long tiane how a couple
of tnen In a boat could remove a cask of brandy
on a pier where a watchman tvas on duty without
nialdng no!*e enough to attract attention. The
mystery might have remained one longer Ifsome
of the thieves had not let a cat out of the bag

by leaving the ca*k on the pier after they had
stolen tbe brandy. The cask was found empty.
&nu an examination showed that a hole which had
been bored in It went clear down through the
wooden floor of the j>ier. The thieves had bor*.i
up through the floor Into the cask, letting cne
brandy run oat into rails In their boat. In ether
cases they had stolen the empty rask. «n ea?y

Joh. and had filled It again at a safe distance, the
bole in the pl*r floor being concealed by rubbing
Fome dirt over it. Tne modern piers are metal
lined now, so that no rtrer pirate can bore holes
in them." r

PIMoI shots along rhore at night w*re sat un-
common in the times of the river pirates' greatest
activity. ».!..i the> did not always mean mat tne
policti mere thooUns. Private watchmen at t>om«
of the rpen ptcrs r.red fhots frequently to soar*
away tarn in ms.pl ious rowboats, and sometiraes
they mistook the police for thieves and biaz< «i*****at them before recognising them. In f;ut,
the police mere more In danger from some witc1.-
men than from the pirates who were too crafty
to shoot unless they were brought to bay. Most
of the encounters tn the dark m*re harmles*. h>»w-
e\er. and It w«s not often that th* police rrppTSl*'
the actual shooting <.r aayh*4y. Th*r* never w.<»
a caae of a policeman beinc killed tn i-u^h en-
counters. Occasionally a thief mho ir!-.i to escape
after warning mis crippled by \u25a0\u25a0*. bullet, and no*-
and then th* police reported the "dlsaiipearancf"
of a river inlef who had r»een shot at The subse-
quent finding of a man's body In the water, mith a
bullet hole In it,mas not inquired Into too care-
fully.

The police «nd the rivrr plrites m-*re rivals In
the fur h for corpses In the rtvrrs.particularly in |
th* early sprir.g. when hodlea miilch hhvc- been ;
held oom-n by icv and cold t«(otn« buoyai I a:id
rise to the surface. Many sersoaa commit suicide !
by throwing themselves Into the rivers Ir. th<» i
winter time, ar.d their bodies are not found sata]
the weather gets warm. Many articles ot »*meir\ !
and considerable money are found in the clothlnj,
Sf bodies that float near the docks in the spring-
time. The police, h*n a body ts found, can aaai ,
if it h.'.f been in th* hat. of a river thief before 1
they pet It. The pockets «re always empty and \u25a0

turned inside out in e\i<-h a ca«*.
Police Commissior.fr McAdoo is preparing to atlj

six new steam Uunrnes to the sma'l fleet of pollv»
launches which ply th» rivers within the city's !
boundaries. Now that the day of the river pirate .
Is past, the patrol of th* waterfronta Is to be i
made more easy and comfortaM* for the police.

"The aav --<f tr* ri.*rPirate in New- has
f' rOs* b>." said tae ©!<! i-oiiceman ef the Harbor

••uaA. nstrtaa* ef the exchange or Isssai shot;

: U«t w*e.k he'-wear. sosae meinhere of the sqne.'.

tt tnd eoal^Mevee In the KK! von Kull. "The men

t.«rh* mada tmi'.! fortanes In rowrtoats on the rivers
twenty • ire aro are either dead or out of the

business It doeeo't pay any lons:er to *per<l

iS«Jh:t in rewboats along the waterfront. It is
\u2666J \u25a0BJ aaasMh to t.ie credit of the police, either, that

SB river thlevinr fcssj crasf-a to pay."

tit The o!d pollr-en.an «p«.k« the truth. Th* palmy

oafß. or nlgbts. at th* river rlraie ended several
t^u-, i,(j. mhen the transportation oompeni'i
Mratas; wsterfront prirllores followed sal dty*

axasipl* ia buliding Improved piers, mhlch are

Ilka huge saf<;«. cloned at night. It was In the

tlm* Of the open piers, when any thief who om-ned
"\u25a0 a rotrboat <-ouli2 nt*al up to unguarded treasure
• on a dark ni«ht with a good prospect of getting

tl awar with a loaC of plunder. The husiness of rlv«r

thlertnr was prosperous for many years. It l*a
many <3esp«rata men to band themselves together

'

tn sssalj boat crews and risk their lives almost
1 nljrhtly on the rivers. It waa encouraged by
:

easfay "fence*." receivers of stolen good* of ail
rc •sscrtpUor.. wh* kept their shops and warehouses
•' muiiilaaill near lie waterfronts and bot'.pht the
Ti plunder of river thlavoa.
rf> In those day* the police had no swiftly moving

B hMashox la which to pursue th,- pirate*. Fatrol-
raea of the H«.rlx>r Squad learned to be experts

with tbe oar as well aa with the pistol Thr*c
><r aea in n rowboat wae the police rule. Each man*

%

took his turn et the oars on a tour cf right duty**
i!!ong the shore When one m-as rom-ing another*
fras SMtlng In the fKem of the. boat with n ready J
BSStat. while the third «u Inthe bow. peering Into

« Hat aarkaoss and oocasloMally throwing a gleam

i« from a dark lantern upon some pier or 1I«-»»«*J"
. The polica played a game of hlda and «e*k mHh

V the river thloea then. an<! were often outmatched.
M*wrp!r«*es uee<S nark lanternf> and plutola. an!

0 they . *w niar.y wcrrt recesses under piere to

rwHich thr:- could rom- their boat* and from which

they could crawl to land mhen pressed closely.
'

They wera ejrmslng *nd crafts', and noxae of them

aamed ts h* rlftod with Senses so fine that they

..-oulc cftert the ftpproach of • poiica boat \u25a0 hun-

wared yar^s away on tha d»rkest night.

There m-re ei»clnllsts among tne thieves, too.'
J*om# were mostly after cotton and stole many a

"bala from lighters *nd wharves, i>»rtly because
'

thry had "Jcnces" to whom they could Pell their*
booty ct fair i-rloee Ther* were thr. ooffee pirates.

-' »ho hunted aft^r hags of coffee stored M unpro-

te.trd plcrn. There ware tegular purveyors for.. .iunk dealera. who were, specialist* in I*«<s ipe ond

'brae* ca«Un«s, and they mere rarely cau« with
R*

their piun i*r. because it would alnk when it waa
•**

ejjr*ej*a overboard ftt tbe approach of a police

9 boat.
-fjaamiairn

" said the old poUcrman, "we moulJ

maka up to a row boat IInoticed sneaking aloru.'
eJtor*. that eeemed to bo mei«ht*d down weU. and j

C d»re wou'.d be a sj-laab ar two before we got.. nae.r aaough to throw the lantern gle»n» into the

boat. Then me would f.nd two nr three tough look-
Ing \u25a0 ilowr in the boat, and nothing else. They'
m-er* just out rowing for i'leasure. or course, and

tt was useless to arrest them, so we let them go.

W Did they loss rhetr boot:' Not ft bit of It. They

r> ejsjsjt back after it when the coast wae clear. How

•dM they find it? Easy enough, When they got

n*ar the plac* where they dumped their "swa*.-
th*} would row inshore and ti* the end oT a stout

Sjsce of twine to ft stringplece or bit of Fpiliug.

taking care to fasten it about a Toot under water.

LITTLE OLD SEW-YOtt.

WHERE MWY STRANGE ANIMALS WHICH APPEAR IN NEW-YORK
THEATRES ARE MADE.

of the act enforcing solitary confinement. There
are six wings radiating from a central spot en
which stand the chapel and school. High aloft
a little observation turret is occupied by a war-
der, who thus ovelocks every one of the in-

With the ln?reas^ of popu!.ir interest In nn:sical
extravaganxas on the *tas*. an art vr.usual and

almost uncannv h.-« sprunß into beinir. With

costum«rs an«l decorators th© stase folk nava long

collaborated. bOt with the artisans who now. with

a few wires, some papier nm^M. much skill and

more patience, convert ipsssi I'.okiiiK a<i"r, us

actors go. into either .1 lauphat 1 >rr.<ly of S—SS

well known domestic animal ..r adSBS hsast truly

hideous and repulsive the Mage i* yi not well

acquaint'• But tl.eyv« »r"t to have u*. they cant get

*h)n(r without us." commented on* pf the foremost

In this particular line of art the other -Iny. And

there pas more truth than aVthw In tha remark.
When shows ouch, for Instance, the the "Babrs In
Toyland." BjOW >»t th* stsJlStlr Thratre. come upon

the star*, these men who work the sp.mlnKiy lm-

possihle In wir- an 1 pafSSt m.irhe. ar«- almost a«
*!.s.ntwi t.-. aaaeiaa aa th* ru!<!lencrs thesssas***.

PMMMr n<t <v:r •" """ ''f ;hns*' *h" h:l% *
9<

"en
t.i* "MrMark aastC "u down be»i<l.> h<r and

drive Mis» Muff,t iw.iv"at MsJestW- has sym-

lyithized with th* spider, or even «lv*n a rr.p how

h*cam* to b* \u25a0 «pllcr, anyway Th<i»e overgrown

frogs with their arvkw.ird hops have a wonder-

fully nf<*Mk* spaaaraa M they ow« It all to

tsj« CftM In wire ar.l pnplfr mac'.i*
Per»on» witnessing a SorforssasJSS In which s*v-

ersl of the** extraordinary i-r«-H.!ons ar \u25a0 pr<->duoe<l

together .-anr. .t realise the amount of *tudy and

work required to make ea<-h move «s smoothly and
naturally ax it does.

"Th*re's nn nwful amount of detail In this

work." s«l': an arti*: In an t ptown shop the

other afternoon, an he rented f.ir a mr>m*nt In his

end>AVon» to m»k* a ht.«* donkey head as life-

like In every particular as r°s«Jhl».
"That's rirht." arreed h:« anketant. s« he

»tral)fht*n*<l hie hack and shifted the clo*a fitting

head he had been wearing whila his ch»«f ad-

Justed It
"N'ow. ukf this h»ad for Inst.-uice. It's to be

wom by—tv—who's tlil?-why.that Jack Ir. 'A NJJ4-
sumtner NljthfsPream'-you know who Imean."

'Well. now. look hrre. 3** tiiuse. «tring»r' and
he pointed to two rows of thin, but very etrong

cord hanKinr st rlther irtile of th« <lor.k«y*s neck.
•N.,w. S>S*«h them." and he pulled flret on« aad

then another, until all of the twelve had been

pulled. As each was work*.! Hal papier maeha
dor.k*y <Jl<J the unexpected. Hie llpa roltad back

In a broad grin. h!« mrmth flnw op»n In a l*arty.

"IIs! Ha!" his «ar« turned In every cone*Jrabl«
position a;i«1 entlr-!y lr.<l*p*nd.nt of each other, his
ayclidiiblinked naturally, un.l he mada "xoo-xoo"
•y*s. in SBsaoaae to tbe rwltchinT .-f another string.

In a asaaaaf to aasJhi the envy of tha author of

that art.
"Now, that was no f>o', of a Jon." explained th<»

chief, as h« relit ved fc!« '-ant of th* cumber-

soroe headgear, "to u.rk out that thing. Of
course, thU Isn't arassi lup yet. This is Ju*t the

foundation. Just wire an<l papier mache. This has

to be coated with hair and painted up to make It

look natural.
"Took a whola lot of figuring to get that th'.ng

light. Tou see. the actor gftt an Idea: he comas
to us and outlines what be want* We g*t to-

*»ther on It. Of couwe. th*. actor generally has
big ideas about what can b« done. We know, how-
ever, and ju«t do th*best we car.

•Tea. it la pretty expensive work. For Instance,

that head there we've just been looking over Is
worth, roughly, about 60. Th*se others." and h*
pointed to the array of aiws' faces, lions, tlg*rs.

elephants sjsji oth«r animal* grinning down from
the rafters »nd from nearly every side. "ar« 'also
very expenslv* things, some of th*m coating more
than this head, and »<im*of them less.

"Just before the. theatrical aeai»a esjeas is our
busy time.. Then they come in on us with a flood
of new Ideas, and thry are always in a great hurry
for us to work them out."

To many of the actors taking snlm.tl or kindred
parts on the stage much credit is «lvi« for the in-
genuity they display in devlalng and carrying out
their parts. Ona of the most striking Illustrations
of the amount of study tnat can be put Into su<-ti a
part is asTord«d by the spider in tli* •'Babes in Toy-

land." Off the stage the spider is llohert Burns—
"Hobble" Burns his rriendn call him when in poet-

ical mood. Inllke the poet, however, assa Mr.
Burns Is an athl-te. When Julian Mitchell con-
ceived the Idea of having a giant tarantula gyrating

about the stage during the scena laid in the spider's
finest. Mr. Burns was called upon His '•oyttimn

as first designed was two l«-*s short, accnnllnic to
the fashions prevailing in the best tarantula so-
ciety. Mr. Burns proved this by purchasing a
tarantula brought from California. This tarantuU
he kept in a bottle in his ro>m. To porfect his
imitation of the Insect movements he studied its
motions oloeely. • His Imitation of th* slow. I:si-
tatlng movement of the Insect Is now saltl to he as
near perfect as it Is jwjssihle to Ret.

Theoretically, the imitation of a hnge, spider Is
easy: in actual praotlc* ItIs not so rasy.

"It la a hard strain on a man's arms and legs
"

says Mr. burns, "t> move about supporting ihe

two feet npart. furnishes the grasp needed by the
athletic su'.der to suspend his weight aloft.

"Unruly less lnt»rcstinc than the big spider are
th* ten frcirs figuring in the show. Whan the cur-
tain m up and ih# perfurnt:inc« on. th«*y are ten
of the most sedate frogs to b« encountered any-
whtT« l:i N<*w-york City. When tha curtain is
down. MHHf, th«-y are just salschlevoaa l>ov»,
gl&tl of k chance to frolic after slttiug fn>glike
asMe big t:i|ii«r mache -ea. made in tho .sii.u">

of an.! patnfcl to Imitate a frog's body. They wear
Ught-nttir.^ Jt-rspyH. <-i>i(irp<l like 11 fro«'s leK». and
on thiir hiiinii.ir.d feut are big w«-tb*-d fro,; feet.

No Mtlf-i.>imTttuic \u25a0>K wouia H.-t as these fross
at thn M.»j*;«iic act at tim.-?«. Thetr r»-."»p--' t for
the h*i»f spMcff vamsheit wtth the fillof the drop
rartai*. and they llko nothing better than a bout
with 'him. It 1.1 a funny spectacle whli!i Is pre-
nent»<- wh<*n threi- or four of the frons, with their

Ialim little lea*, «reat ure^n bo.!!. nnl tt-n nauctr
Ieyes, run al.out standing erect and pummcllt:>K the
ispider with their webbed front feet In art ><x-

tremely unfro^like u:aun.-r. Tha *i>ider. h. h»-ad
Icovering thrown tark. his artiilcial 1-ic* rlii«-rl<»;.-
;ping twi-k and forth. aitu his body buntle Bobbing
I up and down in a taughaMo ntannor. In ix siKbt to

throw any well ordered apMer community Into
Ihy*t«rlra. Should a naturalist •\u25a0m.- aasasj just at
j th<> mom"ii! on'- frog Is har.fflnir aro'in.l the'
saMor'a neck, aiiothrr tansl.'ii up In his artlfi .1

j 'ecrs and stlli another bvl-iborlrijt the hustle part of
;his anatomy, he might «>•!' i>« j..'ir-l<>i-'HI for think-
In*hlm!»« lf th« victim <>f snni'' terrible ntjrlitm.vre.'
Occaslitnall} the lilc tx-ar "butts In." and t 'ion the
iwhole order of natural history ih iii<ip>-d upsrt.
i The limit is reached when tho be:ir or the spi.ier

"treats." nnii the trojts .tr-> obliged to devise ways
i n:nl BMMts of getting chocolate drops safety
| mi . .k!i their yawning froe muws tj-to their own

personal mouths.
But thci.uh it may have some plej^ant frarures,

the tank of those actors taking animal or insect, parts on the stace. is by no mean* easy.
"It's no cinch, admits the spider, as he sheds

his heleKged and padded suit.
"The song and dance for mine." <n!m»s tn a pr»-

coclous youth, as he Wriggles clear of one of the1

bl»t frog body \u25a0\u25a0•see.
wiill* the comment of rhlliiren In tfte, awdlaac* hi:

I "My. but wasn't It final"

Some Odd Phases of Her March
to Greatness.

XXXIIL

Wttli the posrib!* «rceptlon cf tbe yeax in

whlrh Independence m-t* proclaimed, no other

>f»r 1:1 the eighteenth century mas so fraught

with |rr.o<l for the dttaeiis of New-York as the
ye.-.r tvlili which we continue our < hronology.
17:;V V~h;ie It opened lnauspJciously. the seat
of government being removed to Albany, leaving

the city a either a Btat* nor a federal capital.

and while th* srourgs of yellow fever was again

Tell hy uhe inhabitants frrm the middle of the

>ern until Its «nd, tw* BxnvmH.tr f«>r the ben-
efit of the people of the city were luaugurated—

th* procuring of water lor drinking purposes
aad ti.e ylicßtion of stoam as n. propulsiv*

liower on wa**r. We will treat of the ftrvt of
isjsk movcxr.cuta.

TTrtder Btuyvesant three public wells were or-
dered su: IIthe middle of three streets In th*
Tobnilojb part at the town, where, Ui case ofI
fire, the vater nsaii be easily obtained The
water not intended for drinking purposes,

«• the Cr&ltuice and rainwater that ran through

th* centre of toe street poured into the wells i

and aaade their contents dangercus to the health

of aha tnhabttar.ts. On occasions when the flow
Tjf*omprtvate mells teoirorarily ceased no other

TJt n—Mii'i was left to the p«ople i<ut to use the
water from th» pobMc weils. In 1701 four more

of those were sur.k, in Uroadwaj, Broad-et. and
Wall-st., wtth th*ho^r that better water would

I b« obtained, though it was f-iui.a to be brackish-
aaai not *u4taMs for drinking purposes. Move-
naant aTter movement was nt^rted by the clti-
asos whea the scourges of rellow fe -er which

. . attacked the city at different periods bad paasia
lo flnU the cause, and all ended ii. Inaction. <if
nil tbe well* ii! u«e, r.nly one— It was out-'
i.ide the limits cf habitation, at what if now the

a corner of Park Row and Roosevelt -ct.—afforded
pur*, cod and palatable water. Its supply was

X-apparent :y Inexhaustible, but its beir,«. as W
aalO. outside the ilmits caused much trouble to

...the people to procure a part of it when it was
y aasat n*e4e4. The enterprising mind of some

I*oae grappled with the problem, a pump mas put

M-J tat© It. and Its product was drawn into ranksw aa« carried to the doors of tbe clurens. where It
as soil to them at a penny a half cask. It was

\u25a0* \u25a0 ward railed the Tea Water Pump, a aam*

\u25a0 wuu-h I*to a degree self -explanatory.

In 1774 th* Ir'.llal st»"p was taken by Chrtsto-
pher Colles to*a:C supplying the city with_ Wasr. Under his dU-ection a reaervolr was con-

, Mructed at tbe public expense oa the east fide
;•; of Broadway, between P«-«rl and Whit* sts . on

two acres of ground purchased by tho Corpora-
tion from Aurustue and Frederick Van Cort-

• l».ndt, at the rate of £6f«) an acre. Into this
'I rsasrroir water was raised from larga wells
•jj,sunk on th* iireinisea. and also from the Col-
\u25a0»> kstt. and distributed by means of mooooii pipes

throughout th* city. Th* supply proved lnsuf-
Beter.t. th* water was of an Inferior quality, and

( IB th* onsmlna flsvasja occupation of th* city

r. th* —Xrpraae eras n«glected. and the cltlxens
,- returned t* th* waUs of their ancestor*, which

•tiil asnttHaat ts b* located In the middU of
tbe streets.

Whaa th* yellow fever broke out liilaactt
1:. July, T££. and tiiailnsaa was saaranaxl ana

m act**** aa* laanaii cioaad. the ratmars ev«n
, cos stag to bring thaar products to th* market

\u2666« ecaua* at alms, th* cKhwns eaasjdered that
th# time aM arrived for quick action regarding-
the evidently bad condlt.on cf tba cltj-« water.'-" and. with a death Il*t of over two thousand

\u25a0^ confronting iherr \u25a0pnoslefl to the Corporation
for '•*** uppointrm-iit of a oomsaltte* to anejalrr-*
tat* th*latter. A|

—
"ailsstr report was madeu tm* Corj.oratton by a I>r. Ps**ja. who af-*flrmed th* hapartty cf th* watar on th* laisnii

'Md r^ommMidcfl th* appolr.tn-.rnt of a eompe-
i«-nt engineer to Jnve*tl|rate u,* matter and re-
port a feasible plan to 1 ring in water from tb*
n.tUilanc.. On li^ recommendation an English

Ess esjclneer named Wat*on w*« appointed, wbo,numaiaalni the raising *f um Ry*p*.*.to a
4M5 raserroir la Wostcuester Couatr. th*ssJUs to h*

located on the Bronx River, "where the surplus

water would be used in raisin* the water, which

would thence be carried to the Hariem River
Inan open canal, then conveyed across the river
through an elevated Iron pipe to a reservoir,

wfcere It would be filtered, and then distributed
through the city."

In January. IT?9. "a large and respectable ,

cornr.iittee of the Citizens, Physicians and of tbe '

Corporation was appointed to Inquire into the !
causes of the late Pestilence, and In two long

'
and able reports on the subject enumerated
tbe following: causes: Deep, damp cellars and
filthy sunken yards, unfinished water lots; burial
grounds in the compact part of tho city; nar-
row streets; sailors' boarding houses and tip-

'

pllag shops: digging up made ground; putrid
sabr-tances being allowed to remain in streets
and houses, and the want of an adequate sup-
ply of pure and wholesome water."

When the report of this "large and r*spert.-\- !
ble committee" was submitted to the authorities ;

fthre.vd men presented va-k-us schenv* to meet
the errergcncl»s that confronted the people.
One of these men was Aaron Burr, who was
planning to extricate New-York from the hands
of Hamilton and the Federalists, tbe first step
being his own election to the Assembly. Burr
was anxious for influence to that end, and knew
that among a certain class of men the more
publicity waa given to his movement the more
he would be talked of and o—aasjantly the
more prominent he would becezie. He also
had in view the power wleld/rf by Hamilton la
the only two banks In the city, which were con-
sidered Hamilton's creation and through which
he supaoaai discounts were Influenced by polit-
ical consMsratioa. "Taking advantage of the
investigations regarding the cause of the ter-
rible ravages of yeUow fever la the city and of
the lmpresstoa that tao brackish wells contrib-
uted largely to the aaraal of the peotUonoe. Burr
adroitly \u25a0rgsslsas' a company for the ostensible
I.urposs of supplying tae city with pure and
wholfssaua water, but which was to use and
exercise all the privttogos of a bank. Inapply-
ing to tae legislature for a caarter authority
was asked to raise S2.(«JO,000. although It was
uncertain how much laaasy waa needed. As
the amount waani might possibly be too much,
the projector* proposed to Insert In the charter
a provision that 'the surplus capital might be
employed tn any way not Iseaartstaat with the
laws aad Constitution of the United States or
of the BUt* of New-TortL'

"
While under dis-

cussion It was proposed ta the Senate to strike,

out of tbe bill this clause. Burr objected, say-
ing that tho supplying a city of fifty thousand
Inhabitants with mater would not of Itself re-
munerate the Ftockhoiders, and that it was In-
tended to give the directors liberty to found
anything they wanted— East India Company,
a bank or anything else. None except those
in the p*crct knew that the name Manhattan
Company meant Manhattan Bank. The bill was
referred to the Chief J-istice of the State, who
recommended its rejection because of the un-
limited powers confert by the surplus clause.
These objections were overruled, and Governor
Jay sien^d th« bill. Th* papers of the day at-
tacked the Governor, Burr and all who were
conc-med In the scheme, and Burr lost his elec-
tion to tn* Assembly. After the company was
formed it obtained a grant from the Corporation
of the grounds formerly occupied by Colles. and.
erecting a reservoir in Chaanbers-st. between
Broadway and Centre-st.. pumped water into It
irom wells sunk in the vicinity, whence it was
distributed by mea^ss of bored locs through the
city. The company soon tired of this scheme.
aa did the people of the bad water, and turned
its attention to the banking business. No rec-
ord exists of this company having even at-
t*na«aa to bring water into the city.

Again the people had to return to the Tea
Water Purr.p. whose water appeared to taste
sweeter than ever, and in emergencies to the
brackish water of the other wells oa the island.
But new scheme* we.-e cot wanting for supply-
ing the city mith water, such as cutting an open
oaaal to th* Housa River, la Connecticut,
or obtaining water from the Paasalc Hlver. in
New-Jeraey. or boring artesian wells. None of
them w*re adopted, however. Some one called
ansattaii to the Croton River, flowing into the
Hjsiaaa near the oii Van Curtlaodt Manor
House, tarty mile* ab<»e th* city. it oOered
special advantages, as It traverse* a re**>n
where tea or more aatavai lihn ml«lu at any

loud enough to his eye-caught sight of
•• \u25a0»

are these?" he asked ftnjerte*-;- o,

\u25a0^w°.VhaT took three at 60 gg»tT»£
happ«n«d. he's a horse rartna;. '•*•\u25a0•""•JKa-es, •*
thit day. Next day be brounat in a fness--^.our," Ididn't wpect youJZJSSSTdJm^
In. -but Just the sn.-ne they continuej to taj^m
and fast, men and women, an«l now I\u25a0>*£ go*
Wt. N«w. most people would g-> ?*J2&Vm
MbUesi. but rot mo-that would b«.t"jS3*«:SstMmeaty. I^r. got sometWnf ..betwegggj,
thJTpebbles was fast a feeler, -\iuso—
Jeweller. t

THE WRECKING TRAIN.
rpon th« great raUroad systems tl» *^e

train Is as carefuUy wn»l s» the *9V»*1
'

u
a Ore company's houac roadr to go txrto »c ar
uod a* th* BMssaa* ta Ucksd upon tae s»"^
in the dispatcher's office. Coupled toge a»

f
ears staaa aaoa a eoavealeat switch riwtl that

always conaected to th« sasia line. So oUJ"
"

are allowed to be piaesd upon this swUcn atM

tlma. 3om» comsaaies r«werv« on™ of ta« .-^a.
hicoaiotlves purposely to heial *

B*wrtc*™*. 0
aad keep the tnitne in the rouu.lfciwsss wl^ \u0084
c.-iittrm*Uy In the §jrebox. preaa*al to st*»s^

'
a moment'* notice. Tae train Is jasj*s apW >j
»om«tlmes flve cars, the rears** x>*[^\u0084°ic TU«r'^
tho ©mt er* «aJ wreokers. with ••*Sssssi» Jl-
for the rope aaU chain waae* are «y«»l•
along. Ta* ofSclils hav^ a

'
sit-in* roorn '

\u25a0-.*\u25a0.•
table and benc^oe. where they eta ££"""„•«quV-
w«y to the *c»n* of tl.e acdowatf. .T»O \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 STsjr
ters *r« fum.»he<J wl'ti\ f*w.tt ol*fff-sssirt**
•ach man. *o that, if called th* _n«at. T
may bATa a chau-e to ta*a a nap on_ ta* wy.. 4sd
next <-*r ta front Is calW the MaeMija^ nu
contjins a email stied lumber rard. \u25a0"**TV Be
wltft pieces »f tlinU-r r»ngin< from ••«J5r,pitw
h*mm*red und-r the wheels or '-_li

i-li aposts of various Isssjinm aaai far^preawaw>_ »s*3d
sir • tb« lavenUoa \u25a0 aai wreckln« er days,

tackle' is «ot «mplc?«d as mu«ftJ*JV£r«U*« »•
hot haaesjoas of fe«c ex rop«. r»n«ins; tram »•

tsiss»
thickness of one's nn«er to casleo fyJfJS»e. ss
are carried m coils, wttfc hn*« •*«l-j|uf/ndr*l
are also chains «tran* enough to aaJi »

s«ts o-
•aaai On the nmut car are fw< r

fc?"J^l«os iay•
«rctr» trucks with wheets attsefco*lJ" rt

*
that might have bosa,j\u25a0 *>f âl*£J%J7asj>esllg
t**Tln*of rolling«uck wSm mor* to *nj^iai
than f.r.7 other poettoa. Sosn'tlm^ »t^»Lw vobsb
completely from tis- car itself. «•*««*» °;.s»t
iff tn. axles, or damaged In
it Is fit on* f«r .crap iron. Next U> K»J \u0084^
U tne crane esr. on which ",7,ln.*T^ artr

*""•'i
wfco»« muscles, of oh.-xtn ttUI raiw fl

'
tr Vs.wor«

Utne »nd swing it through the *"p;4!?*M««ssl«*
of a hundred pairs of hands..— \Tw*?*O"» •**

HAD 75 GREAT-GRANDCMILDRSN.
Vross Tas TSpsks Capita) ._ ,#

Mr- Elixab*ch MrLeoa Is <W4 •* **_2S^o>
tajsreaiarkahle age of W7 years. 3"« TVm f«t
«bfy the oiri»«t person !n tb* Stat#. *3{Lot»er «<
"other or n- elve chiWren and the fT^f^Je uria«
aunty-four «rsn4cblMren. most ..r wSorn^';o4^l'nXi£ immunity of fctmmon '*dwjw^uHf
S«vanty-fIT« gra»t-irr»ndciilWr«i »f«

"
t52wyiA

U«ia« In this •ouatry. beattes Uasa m >*——

Where aae vss> sosis>

persons. was sent through Its entire length for
the purpose of a thorough Inspection. On June
\u25a0_'T water was admitted to the receiving reser-
voir, at Elghty-sixth-st.. In the presence of the
\u2666lovernor of the Stat? and the city dlsnltaries.
and on July 4. with suitable ceremonies. Into
the distributing reservoir <.ti Murray Hill. On
October 11. 1542. n monster celebration took
place, the like cf whic!. was not surpassed In
the clty history up to that time. The whole
population was given a chance to express its
delight at th* work which man had bestowed
on it. The State officials were again present.
with foreign consuls. Mayors of other cities
and diKtittar1 of the nation. In that part of
City Hall Park given over to the poetofflce a
splendid an<! Ingeniously arranged fountain had
bos* p1a...1. with a"lar«<» pipe and eftgfcteem

smaller ones In Its centre, through which, »y
shifting the plate of the conduit pipe, toe water

could be made to assume different shape-.

After the president of th» water commlssron
had made a formal transfer of the*quedu«t *s>

the city, and artillery thundered t£ honor of
th« event, the fountain was set playing »lxty

f>**t Into the air. and for two hours a ptseos

sion indicating by floats the interest which «acn
trade or profession took in the enterprise com-
pleted passed the reviewing stand. It may be
well to mention that nothing but Croton water
w»-» served at tho reception given by the) city

authorities at the City Hall.

SELLING LUCKY STONES.
"There Is ••» young tnan out In my town," re-

marked *n I:i.iianapotta jeweOsr recently tn K«w-
Tork to nee the races, and putting up at the Bar-

tholdl. "who has enough aarui tn him to plaster a
house, and h» happens to be my partner. Were In

builtiess. Dlok" and I-tha «ert where experience

and knowtedge ar* put tn *t the same v»lua as the

other fellow's money. Well. 'Dick* furn»a&«s the ex-
perience and knowledge. an4 as for the money h«*'»
more than welcotn* to every cent Ihave. If ror
nothing else than tbe pl«a*m« of being with Mm.
.So far as an outsider could Judge, he simply haegs

•.bout the place J-ist to kick the ofBp» boy occasion-
ally, as an evidence of authority,

'
then places his

feet upon my ilesk and smokes my best cigars. But
It's all right. Th« only time Iget weary of 'Dick' Is
when Ifind htm whittlingon a piece of wood or
tryine to iirnw pictures on the back of a blotter.
Then Iknow somrtnln* IS going to fill."

"Wei 1 out with it-eoßMtatng to keep our sroftts
up to tne <uifety mark. Inope.' said I. eateMasj
siKht of him whlttlitifr on a «i -k. 'N'o.' he eaftaaJy
replied, It's not any «rr*at project Isave ta mind.
Iwas Just tbiakaag abool a tittle sato 1 saa4o oao
day last week, and how I've been kept buny ever
*lnc^. V»'h«-n th«» ktil .ind Iwere out nshing a few
days ago he gathered a large, emaatlty of these
Ma ivhit#> pebolr^, aasss strsa S I with mt you

know the sort—aad on our way hom<* Ii>topp<M in
bare to ee* after things, and tae ass fssaw ; MS)
pebbles. *o tb« next morning Ipat th«m in a b*<\u25a0ml plar»d them on the desk under my nose, so that
Id remember to take them home that night. 'Wellab«»ut o'cbMk ll»ahy .^"'aW^stalss? assetnot fln4i.-.# »r>-.kin« to «uU MSA—MtkkfMlClrt

closed courtyards. The foor hundred h~now in the buildfn«. whose ages ransj* 2?
ten to eight-en years, take taetr re,maMo

_
a.

a
of twenty minutes' duration In df-taehine-17^fourteen, and one of the courts set mmrT*this purpose Is so arranged tnat thTrsLsolitude Is not broken even her* Ea#h"lsmoves m an Isolated compartment, and th*

**•*
der on duty in th» turret has eara oiu'-TT*observation. ;m>?

The schoolroom is perhaps th* trost -i,,i
feature of the ptee* It is fitted with two*dred little cells placed in an amphitheatre h^tach of which the teacher can be

—,J?
every other cell ts entirely Invisible. Th Jt
take their places one by one, the flrst eo^!cupying the furthest ceil, and the act 'J*'
inghis own door opens that of the next cellso on round the semicircle. The lesson sTatsi!in profound silence, only the voice of the \u2666..'•.**being heard.

*B*ch*r
An enterprising young American wobsbb bW

describes a day spent in this melancholy bul*
"Icalled at 0:30 a. m. At 7 o'clock workTgins. Some make purses, or labels • otiltthread beads for the artificial flower mesjZ
wreaths so much in vogue in Paris- QfijT
aqraln. make dolls* house* and eradtee^which they are paid, three, four or flv-»ssssssZapiece, according to size. Some good wajZaa
will in this way earn as much as • franc, m%csnts, a day. bat only the half of tas ammmIs paid over to the prisoner. Another bi<raC9

_
ment ts offered to the workers In tas shape efgood conduct marks, and every tenth tajy tsaseven who cave earned the most of these soot
marks get a voucher entitling ths ash**
to a quarter of a litre of wine. At 10:30 tics*who so wtsh repair to the schoolroom for «\u25a0
sons. Then comes th« twenty mlnwe wxik fath* yard; then work again until 6:30 p. m
when all are ssat to bed.

"The prison diet, somewhat Spartan to char-
acter. Includes for those over sixteen y»»r» ofage two meals a day; the first, at 9 a. m.. cos-
slsts of soup and vegetables. and tas msuil. sl4 p. m.. of vegetable only, with the addition at960 grammes of bread apiece a day. and twfc»»
week a dish of meat (two hundred graassa
apiece). The younger boys are fed mere ate*.dantly. They get soup at 7 a. m,. sssf «jf
vegetables at 11 a. m. «nd a vegetable again «
5 p. m.. with meat on Sundays. TassJsss aM
Thursdays. All the food Is good of ta tad.
Refractory prisoners are. after due wstsasg,sat
upon a dry bread diet, with solitary nniUhwn
in tha dungeons.

"All these four hundred boys, however, »r»
not criminals. A certain number are hers lor
what Is called 'paternal correction. aad, drastic
though the means employed seem to be. tas
manager of the prison assured me that some
excellent results bad been obtained. Be qoetes
the case of a young law student who eaaM not
b« Induced by bis family to break an oass-
slrable connection. He was placed at La P?Ut»
Roquette. and the first day of solitary nnlm
ment broke him down completely. On the stsn
day. by the advice) of his warder, be was re-
moved to his home, and his father has had as
further cause to complain of his son. Such sub-
Jects as these are known oniy by numbers, their
names «nd origin being carefully kept from the
knowledge of warders and jailers, in order that
their sojourn In La Petite Roquette may never
In the future bo cast up against them.

"But. however carefully the prison may hs
administered, there Is little doubt that the whole
system is a most pernicious one. Statistics
provs that solitary confinement Is responalW^
lo* tha^urrlbjy large- farsssjlasja o* feeble wttted,

\u25a0itiy.rmn in th« criminal rlsssM. and the lon<
hoars spent seated in tba cell over a purely me-

chanloai task develop at a precocious age ab-
noTSial ric«3."
It ts pleasant to turn from the French prison

\u25a0y»teni. with all its painful suggestions, to tin

admirable werk—due In the first Instance t»

prtrat* tnlttativ*. and now carried on by th*

\u25a0tate— th* rvtaaasd prison child. Orphaas.

children abandoned by then- parents or thss*

whose family circle Is vicious are sent to as
agricultural "colony." where th.? recetv* a

moral. religious and technical education, car-

ried oa simultaneously with a healthy, opso sir
llf* In the nelds. As many as possible ars

trained to agricultural work, but others adopt a

trade; all are kept in the "colony" until they «r»

thoroughly fitted for freedom and Independence

Of the first of these "colonies." that of Mettnr.

In the> Department of Indxe et Loir,has prov»l

\u25a0ucccsatul. and a nuniber of clever young a»>

chanlc* have been graduated from the lastt-

tution. Another penal -colony" Is establish*

on the Island of Belle-tle-en-Mer. Ilere vsaif

sailors are recruited for the French Navy ton

mercantile marine. Mm* Sarah Ben***-
who has a summer residence near ths mar»»
reform school of Bell-lle-en-Mer. takes^ greats

terest tn it. and has subscribed liberally taw«i

Its support. _

t'.me be brought Into service. In 1834 surveys •
were ordered of this region and estimates made
of the cost to the city of supplying it \<lth
wiiter from this point. Among the commission-

'
ers was an alderman from the Second Ward
named Samuel Stevens, who, after the report
of the commission waa made public, perse-
vered Intelligently for the fulfilment of his
idea to bring good water in abundance into
every home. Some of the other commissioners
faxored the Bronx scheme before spoken of.

At last a board of engineers reported in favor
of an aqueduct fifteen mlies long to take Croton
water near the mouth of the river, and deliver
thirty millions gallons daily at a distributing
reservoir on Murray Hill. Itwas a much bolder
plan than the one proposed in1798. but the prin-
ciple was the same— an aqueduct to the Harlem
River; across this by a lofty bridge; then to
the distributing reservoir. As the cost of such
a system would run Into the millions, the legis-

lature ordered a vote of th- people in tH
decide whether the work should be done. A
large majority favored \he \u25a0 henie. but a f**v
murmured at tt»« the en4 of the year. .
however, the great lire occurred, and was an
object lesson to the grur blen» of th*- Imperfect
ooojitaon nt their so-called water irMem. £v*rv

one agreed that the work should he started at
one, and engineers staked out Croto;i Laka
and laid the course of the. aqueduct from the
dam to the Harlem. 'They th*n built a dam
across the Croton River and made a basin cap-
able of holding five hundred millions of gallons,
covering four hundred acres of land. An aque-
duct was constructed down to tbe Harlem
River, carrying the healing- streams by tunnels
through rocks and hills and upon emharJiments
across valleys and intervening streams, and
across the Harlem was thrown the present High
Bridge. This brMg* j.tru>k the island at
the present One-hundre<l-at>.l-s.-venty-fourth-st.
I^ater a sm«!l rewervoir was built here for!
Harlem houses. The water was brought to th«
open air for the nr«>t t fme after its Journey tit
forty mil- in a reservoir placed at wkat waa
supposed would be Sixth-ay*, and Elßhty-sixth-
St.. but which location was taken in b>- OntralPark, where it m«y be seei

On June 22, IMJ, the work was practically
completed from the Croton to the distributing
reservoir ut Fifth-ave. and Forty-sec
except that, High Bridge not bHng finished, the
water was carried for the time beln* by syphon
pipes under the Harlem River. Celebrations by
the people. w«ra now th*order of the d*y. On
June '.!*_' water waa for the flrpt time let into the
eanal, or conduit, and a little. Uc*a of sp«cUl
4esi«n. cajl*« th* Croton- Mate), aelaiaa* four

>


