
IN THE HOLD OF A COCOANUT SHIP.

MAXIFOLDUSES TO WHICH COCOAXUTS CAX BE PUT.

Where the Supply Received in Thin Port Comes From VetteU in the
Trade Often Haw Trtrim: lJ.rjiiritrices.

$32T»,31S wvrtJL from <3trtoenb!a 515T.,412 worth,

from Cuba |17r»,70J w»>rth. from Honduras $SS,-

750 worth and from Nicaragua $13,196 worth.

When a schooner reaches the San Bias coast
to pick up a cargo of cocoanuts, it sails along

the coast from one harbor to another, taking

aboard a few thousand here and there. There
axe six vessels plying between this region of

Central America and New-York, and they visit
such ports as Cortla. the River Diablo. Pllan-
chiea. the Isle of Pines and the Blue Fleld3. fur-
ther north. The nuts are brought to harbor for
shipment in small sloops, each holding about
ten thousand cocoanuts. The sloop owners buy
the nuts from the Indians alon? the shore for
about half a cent apiece. Mules laden with
nuts are driven out to the sloops, and these
patient beasts of bur>i?n will wade In up to
their nostrils without showing any nervousness.
When a ship arrives in New-Tork with about

four hundred thousand nuts in its hold they

are taken out in baskets and knocked one
against another to determine their quality. If
they strike with a sharp click they are sound.
and are thrown Into bags labeled "selet-t." If
they are cracked and strike wita a <Ju!l thud.
they are thrown aside as "sprouts." If assail
thoy are Sf-t apart as 'Yuils." When \u25a0 dozen
men are rapidly sorting eocon.nut3 on a South-
st. wharf they muke a distant passerby imagßßS
toe hears the rattle of musketry.

Thf re Is no tree M-.vi<i.ly distributed tnrough-
out the tropic:* as the cocoanut. Even or. re-
mote atolls of the South Seas, which geotogasnl
say sssj« only recently BMd by the subsidence
of a volcano and th- growth of coral up from
its base, one Bsaaj the aacaasasti The parent
tre» l^ar.ing over the beach of one tropical
island drnps its fruit into the wa, to have the
nut carried aw.iyperchance pjaJl .-ay BSBJ the
world. Then in suire faraway place the waves
cast the cocoanut ashore to sprout and propo-
pate another forest after its own kind. Th«
cotoar.ut as It tumbles from the tr- ar.J tho
coroanut on a South-st. wharf differ a^ much
as a chestnut burr an 1 a chestnut. The hard
shell Is originally enca»>d in a fibrous hull.
which the native shiscks oft before he sells the
nut to the fruiterer. Within Its hard, woody
huil the ripe nut holds a transparent Ikjuid.
which forrrs one of the chief bcvoragen of many
BB*«aji races. In the South Sea Isiaml3 the
natives ferrr.ent the coroanut milk and procure
.imildly Intoxicating liquor. Wh»;i the not tl
permitted to sta;;d a long time after pi<king,
th.- miik aasjaasaa white, and it Is in this slate
that the Northerner knows it best. Inthe hrs.lt \u25a0
re.<^>rtd oJ the iUhamas, cocoanut milk is fre-

\u25a01...-fitly presented for invalids, who drain a*
many as a dozen nuts in one day.

Many pagan people r«*gara the cocoacut as
of divine origin, because it U so useful II
supplies almost all their need*. With its trunk
they build houses, with its leaves th»y thatch
the:r roofs, the fibre of its shell they weave
Into clothes; the hard wood of the nuts they
cut ii.r bowls and saucers, its tind is their food.
Its milk is their drink, and its narcotic root
they dry and smoke.
In modern comir.erre the cocoanut may be

adapted to as many although not as vitally lm-
l'ort:.i:: u*es as amon? tropical savajres. From
the pulpy rind is manufactured the desS>'cateU
cocoanut for pies and cakes, or cocoanut oil.
fr- -tii which a soap is produced that forrr.s a
aodi with .«alt water. The >;1 also furnishes a
s<>rt of butter, which one finds on the tables of
Hebrew Raataurar.ta of the Kast Side. The fibre
is SJBSi for curd:ige and for stuffing mattresses
and eouchrs. Even the ird. woody shells In
aaBM Statr-s are grour : up to adulterate allspice
ir..! black p**pp»-r. Th- State Coard of Health
of Connecticut recently eximined 147 samples)
of epper. and fou:;d that twenty-one wer*
adulterated with grc "d cocoanut sheila."_5 t»

Not lons ago. when the gf-ol *htp R. A.
S.it>ran r»-:irl»»Hl her pIT. Captain S.iNin. who
named his ship a/ter his son. told how an
Amazonian chk-ftainess swam two mlJes oat
from shore ami to«>k refuge aboard Ms vessel.
She had fie 1 f.> escape a family qiiarr"l. she
said, ami Dm captain took her t-» Coion.

The cocoanut still travels to th<? American cor-
Bmaf in th.- hold of Bailing vessels, because It

rrows alun? *\\<<r< s wher* the \\.it«-r is shallow.
It loves Um sea, and thrives best where the air
is redolent with the briny odor af the waves.
Alone the coa«ts of Central America anl the
»hore» of the West Indian Islands grow the trees
which supply the American with his cocoanut.
Thirty million rocoanuts were shipped Into this
country In IWZ. representing a product worth
$S32U3vL From the British West In<ile9 came

th^re are always three or four j-hij*.all of
which bring GOCBBBBtf Craai K.ii»fer:i Cuba and
the Hritlsh \\. -t Iridies. Al'.ut H.e piers up

the rlvtr arc to L*' f^und ct>«oanut vessels which
ply batwaetl N« w-York .ml the LVntr.il \merl-
can coaj>t. Here one nir'.;. listen to many a
story of the K.in Rlas Indians of the Isthmus
and how th<y hate the Air-ri'-aris. because
Panama has fnken '\u25a0•ir 1.in1.-- awr.y from the
rule of Colombl u The Indians lSkfd the Co-
lorr.!iians, because th--y were always able to

tlout tl'.^ir .i.t!itjr;i>ai.d govtrn thrmselves as
they pl«-.;'- J.

Whenever a cocoanut ship la moored to her
pier after a period of tempestuous weather, the
captain is aixnost care to spin a jrarn that will
cnake a landlubber g*Mp. When the Nova Bco-

>n schooner Mauca Loa wu warped into her

berth alongside q£ ptcr t, in the Sast XUver. th*

In the aout trade the traditions of the old-

Vn*.e Faiior have born preserved. It Is about
ibe only br.in h of mnn-r-. b^twerri this rily

arid the tr«.pi • which has not btx-n Uivadfd by

the modern, workaday, unromantic steamship.

F< hooners and brlgantines bring their OH| of

nuts ir;to New-York Harbor Just aa th« y un-d to

do in the |fjflwhen a llritlsb flag floated over
the Battery.

At th* very southern end of the lasaad of
Manhattan at this time of the year th<- truj.ie
i

• 1 ar< tic xonrs would iwm t<* ha\e m«-t. In
F< uth-Bt. th* curbs may be' heijMxl high with
r.ow, yet a few f»it «tuay tri«re «r« j.ilt-dth u-
•ands of oncoanuts. One n.ay even sniff .ispicy

odor on the wintryair as he watches the steve-

\u25a0efW rarry out basket after ba.siu.-t of p..n!

trown nuts from the hold of a schooner moored

to a r.caiby wharf.

8<;on after th" Mauna Ixxireached her pier a
rouj.l«of sailors smi;;ht to add Interest to the
captain's tale by falling to fighting with knives.
find not th# rv.ite separated them and thrown
their weapons Into the Rant River, South-st.
mould have had still rnorc to talk about.

AJt the pier where the Maunu. Ijd*. la moored

\u25a0.\>\ a>.\ and v. .- <li! IMMTC a bit of sea, I
reckon." «.u<l IbS eapUtn. "*W« l.ft Casa r-rty-

rrvrrid.tj«.;• W
-

.«tru> -.1 naif dozen storms
that »u? like to rink us. and the old boat

shirieJ fuM Uka a whale » Lack. TweUe davs
ae<> \\<- pot wl'hin l.rrf» knot* af UM Book, wlirr.
a v.-;. r took us that apUt lato n-iil to rit—

beaa. We r<>!e \u0084ut thai gala for atovan days.

Not an ln< h did w »•.!.-<\u25a0 Hut were bare, and
tbcrt'i r.ot a nut crackaaV

<>thn day. a!l th* sailors, deckhan.ls. stevedores
.in.luMp chandler* in .th-st. knew that the
• -.' plaia ha-1 a-:..- HlTl'?lflg experiences t.. re-
BHfl I. Trie • >.;- of tin- :hip were in tatters, nor
main boon w;ts BSBed «•• ir th<- jav\.«. uud a
f-unch of flrew<«>il \\aj« l«ui. 1 arnur.d a break
j.'-.ir the rtid <>f her m:un >ff. lik*the «i.lint»
ari>urtd a broken arm.

TESTING THI.IR OOKTKIfTS.
On« sharp kno.-k togrtb«r. and the erpoit knows tli<? quality of the meat Inrida,

UP FROM THE STEAMING HOLD.
fhe cocoanuta arc rrmovrd La baskets to the pier, wbere they «x« usorte^

KEW-YOKK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT^I


