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[S THE ROCHESTER POLICE FORCE

CORRUPT?

EXCISE LAWS VIOLATED,

THEATRES OPEN ON

Rochester, like New~-Tork, is now confronted by
& question concerning “‘the l1d.”

Is it on or oft?

That question, asked In Rochester, is met with
grim sllence by many persons. From others it is
productive of varied replies.

Chief of Police Joseph P. Cleary answers with
emphasis, sayi: ““The lid is on tight, bolted and
riveted | ce, with about two hundred poilice-
men 2-top of I1t.”

Mayor James G

nto p

Cutler, although evidently not

g0 sure about where the police may be, is positive |

there is no considerable amount of violation
law in Rochester

Bishop B. J. MceQuald, the spi 13al head of the
Roman Catholic Church in the diocese of Roches-
ter, stoutly defends the police of the city, but says
the excise laws now on the statute books are a
farce and & reproa«

On the other ha Walter Rauschenbusch,
professor of church ry in the Rochester Theo-
logical Seminary, one of the leading educators in
Monroe County and chairman of a special commi
tee now investigating iditions in Rochester un-
der the auspices of the Young Men's Christian As-
sociation, says the “lid"” is nowhere iIn sight. "It is
off, clear off,” is the substance of what Professor
Rauschenbusch has to say, and he asserts that not
only are the excise laws being persistently broken,
but also that the soclal evil has apparently got be-
yond the control of the police and is spreading
throughout the city,

In this the professor is supported by the Rev,
Paul Moore Strayer, pastor of the Third Presbyte-
rian Church, who is personally investigating the
spread of the social evil for the Young Men's
Christian Association committee. Both the profes-
sor and the clergyman hold the Mayor and police
in & large degree responsible for present condl-
tions.

They are dacked up In their assertions by other
prominent men, and from & private Inquiry the
Young Men's Christian Assoclation Investigation is
Geveloping into a citizens’ movement for law and
order in Rochester that is opening the eves of even
the most conservative persons.

A spirit of unrest over local conditions has mani-
fested itself for a considerable time in the Flower
City, dut it was not until the grand jury a short
time ago criticised the police force of the city in
unmistakable terms for failure to proceed agalnst
wviolators of the excise laws that the people &s a
whole began to enteriain suspiclons concerning the
security of the “lid."

The grand jury's comment was made in connec-
tion with the indictment of several alleged offend-
ers against the excise laws, evidence against whom
was secured by detectives In the employ of the
Anti-Saloon l.eague over the heads of the lacal
police. The trials of these cases give promise of
being some of the most lnteresting heard in Roches-
ter in years, for the outcome will in a large meas-
ure determine the truth of a claim advanced by the
suthorities that it is practically impossible to con-
vict offenders in such cases.
he grand jury rose on March 18, and In its report
had this to say of the Rochester police and the
excise law offenders

rity

Dr.

hist«

brought before us some cases for
violations the excise laws In all the other
cases brought before us the evidence was obtained
by our own officials, policemen and Jdetectives, but
in these cases the evidence was procured by private
detectives from out of town in the employ of some
law and order organization. The evidence seems to
heve been easily obtained, and was conclusive X
From these circumstances we are forced to be-
lieve that either the organizations and detectives
ut of town are more competent than our
Is, policemen and detectives, or that our
Is, wemen and detectives do not desire to
the evidence in these cases,
thet our officials, policemen- and detectives are as
competent as the out of town de1e-n‘\--s and «
ganizations back of them We strongly u X

Therea were

all lJaws be impartially enforced, and that our of- |
ses as

ficials be required to do their duty in these c
in others.

The point of the grand jury's carefully worded
erfticism of the police was not lost upon the peo-
ple of Rochester, and to many the statement was a
rude awakening. Through years of prosperity and
grezt growth in population, the city had let herself

fall into the habit of believing that Rochester can !

@o no wrong

“We are better than Buffalo; we are vastly bet-
ter than Syracuse’ the average citizen used
sav. and when, after measuring by these standands,
Rochester was made to appear as morally pure as
the is maturally beautiful, the average cit
turned a deaf ear to all cla!ms to the contrary

“They are ‘ust talking to hear themselves talk ™
e2id he: “we are all right,” and be turned again
to his business, with magnificent indifference. Even
a large part of the clergy of Rochester et them-
selvos believe that Rochester was practioally [ree
from the glaring evils besettirg her sister cities.
of them cannot yet Lring th mselves

InGeed, many

to believe that there is sanything radicelly wrong
with thelr beautiful town. Yet they cannot misi
terpret the language of the grand jury, and ¥
do not presume 1o take issue with that bady
There is a mistake somewhere™ say they,
mething that has not come to the s ifacs. We

eannct understand it at all

The grand jury’s Teport wes a grent susprise 1o
the peopie of Rochesier, and now, as ir to tmmiu»
size the shook, the Young Men's Christian Associa-
o vostigators assert that the grand jury aia
mot hint at half the real trouble. A report, too,
has sanined credence that the grand jury's report,

]

as finally proscnted, is In greatly modified form to
what it was originally. One clergyman says he has
knowledge that

the wish of seve

more sC

rebuke to the

er a stil

another sourow of anxiety fur Rochester is
W in the conditions existing In the crowded
tenement districts. Dr. George W. Goler, the ety
bealth officer, has so insistently and emphatically
ealled public e to conditions in the alum
Quarters that the (ity Councli, moved to exaspera-
tion, has on several occasions sald, “Peace to
thee, Dr. Guler,” with considerable emphasis. For
this reason Dr. Goler 1= now not scying a word,
though nis friends dexlare he 12 doing much think-
ng

Takea altogether, the report of the grand jury,
the revelations of the Young Men's Christian As-
Sociation investigators and the indisputable evi-
Gence procured by Dr. Goler concerning tenement
lfe hove caused Rochester people to think thoughts
they never thought before.

B0 far #s the further enforcement of the excise
laws 18 concerncd, however, those who have fol-

of the |

We belleve |

to |

SOCIAIL EVIL
SUNDAY.

SPREADING,

Both the Mayor and the Police Chief say
can be enforced by officers in uniform
rse to questionable methods of ob-
ing evidence. The present system of dealing
with alleged offenders against the excise laws, as
ned hief and the Majyor to a Tribune
|© rrespondent, is whenever a complaint is recelved

+

alnst

by the ¢

ag a liquor license holder to station an officer
; in uniform before the man's place of business, with
| iInstruct to maintain a strict veillance over

place. As a t t L
patronage is soon driven from the p

nder, if,

result « S €

em it =aid
vlace, and the

is

when

seen 1 k¢

ibune corre-

S . was unable to how many ar-
rests for violation of t} law, other than
those on evidence proc the Anti-Saloon
League, had been madas recent ¥.

Mayor Cutler frankir admitt his dissatisfac-

1 with the work of the Pol

oli Department, but
Ived the force

from any attempt to secure
| graflt The Mayor was averse to dise Ing the
| situation, and was especially desirous of not being
placed In the light of criticising the grand jury
He wrized, however, the publication of this
in The Trit
2 NOo reasq )*e¢ that there is a
consideratcle viola excise law In Roch:
ester at the pres In the three months
since 1 assumed o P, ¢ wary 1, 1 ve had
¥ ¢ complaint of a =a alleged to ¥ ¢ been
open on Sunday
It would, of course, not be true to say that the

police work In Rochester is satisfactory,

because 1
Am at present engaged
I hi

on plans for somewhat radi-

cal ck s has no special reference to

however, as there is not
reason to suppose that any system
police protection is given for a con-

ndt."a'lr-'. has

¥ footheld in Rochester,

el features of the changes in the
management of the police force to which the Mavor
alludes !s his scheme to build and equip five new
police precinct stations with dormitories and estab-
lish a reserve system. For the execution of thils
plan of the Mayor the City Council recently au-
thorized the sale of $300.000 of the Genesee \ ey
Raiiroad stock. It was during the discussion over
the sale of this stock that Alderman Willlam
Ward made some Interesting statements concern-
ing the management of the Police Department
He sald he was opposed to the building of more
ecinct stations because he thought it would tie
many men up Iin
sald he belleved that

One of the ¢

pr
too the houses. The alderman
policemen were originally
Intended toc be more useful than ornamental. In
1891, with 120 men on the police force, theres were
sventy-five men on night d . he sald, while in

3, after the precinct stations were established
there were two hundred policemen and only sixt;-
three men on night The aiderman said
wanted a policeman within call when needed.
did not like to have to telephone for one.
Mayor is confident that his plan will put the force
on a better working basis than It now is, and put
an end to criticism of it.

s

duty

Chief Cleary says that outside of New-York City
re 18 not a better police force in the State than
that in Ro ster.

“In no ot said the chief, ““is the law enforced
more rigidiy than right here in Rochester,

“We do nuot clalm, of course, to go ahead of New-
York but outside of

City s Police Department,
that city we have a department second to none in
the State and far ahead of most of them. This
city is in every respect as well regulated as can
be expected In a city of its size. We have a force
| of about two hundred men, and, although the city
is scattered, it I8 well patrolled.”

Speaking of the alleged non-enforcement of the
excise laws, the chief sald: “I suppose tiere are
| some persons who would like to have us follow a
| man into the privacy of his home and watch what
| he does there. Well, unfortunately, we cannot do
| that. We can go so far, no further. It is next to
Impossible for a Rochester officer 10 get evidence
in such cases, even If he were sent in civillan
| dress, for our officers are known the city over.
It 1s easy enough to make arrests, but quite an-
other thing to secure the necessary evidence for
conviction, you know. When all obstructions are
removed from the windows of a saloon; when we
can ses what is going on about the bar, and see
nothing in viclation of the law, the conclusion nat-
urally is that the law is being observed, is it not?
We are 't concerned with what is taking place
in the privacy of a man’s house unless it be In vio-

| lation of the iaw
“Now, take these Raines law hotels, over which
there is so much discussion. One of them may

| comply with the provisions of the law respecting

the removal of obstructions from before the bar,
! Some men come along and enter the place; they go
into & room, order a meal and perhaps get what
they want to drink. They order a meal, mind you.
Now, no jury here has yet determined what con-
stitutes a meal. Some of these folks say: “Why
don't you do something; why don't you arrest
them?

“Arrest them? Where's your evidence? The owner
of the place complies with the regulations of the
law as to no sales over the bar, the display of the
bar end all that.

“What 40 we do? Well, we do about the only
| thing we can do and keep within the law. If we
| bellieve the owner of one of these places is violating
the law In any rcspect we station an officer near his
place. Patronage is thus driven from it and the
place is really frozen out.

““The city is divided into five police precinets, and
the captain of each is responsible for conditions in
his precinct very Monday morning these captains
report to the ¢ f on the observance of the excise
la If there is anyv case of violatien reported it is
brought before the District Attorney, and 1f
the grand jury is In session it is taken before that
body. All complaints made to us are promptly in-
vestigated.”

Asked about the number of arrests and convie-
| tions secured by the police independently of outside
law and order organizations, Chief Cleary could not
{ be exact as to numbers but.” sald he, “we make
| arrests and secure convictions from time to time
| for violations of the excise lawe. Oh, it is easy
| enough to mnake arrests, but convictions are the
| thing. Wait until these cases they are talking about
now are tried. At present they are only under in-
dictment.”

The chief scouted the idea that owners of Raines
jaw hotels, desiring to get some return for the fur-
nishing of apartments to which they were driven to
secure hotel ﬂmnl;rs. are now renting these apart-
ments for immoral purposes.

“There is nothing in it,” =said the chief. “There is
no great amount of immoraity ln'Rochrster. Wa
have no ‘Red Light' district here.”

Of tha Rochester clergymen who consented to ex-
press their views to e Tribune representative
concerning the existing conditions in that city, one
of the most interesting was Bishop McQuaid. He
recently returned from the South, where he had
been for his health, and when seen at first pleaded
ignorance of recent conditions. He had not been
informed of the action of the grand jury, and be.
came deeply interested when the subject was called
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BACK ALLEY OF A ROCHESTER TENEMENT.

begirning of a slum system that raay grow into a serious menace to the public health 1f
Bot rooted out before the city grows larger,
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don’'t see It, don't hear it, don't even smell
They are like the vods of the heathen, ‘having
they see not: having ears. they hear not a
have they. but they sméll ner. neither do thev
understand.” We have 1§87 stalwart, handsome
courteous and soldierly cemen, invi vl
| parade and invisible on duty Rochester s no
worse than the other large ¢ of the Emupire
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| condition. The members of the Police Department
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indifferent. insincere and incompetent Five vears

of experien as president of the Prohibitlon Union
of Chris Men in this city has served to con-
vince me of this fact. They are indifferent when
attention has been called to speecific and gross vio-
lation, insincere in their promises to enforce the
! law and incompetent in that they do not succeed
or attempt to succeed in doing it.
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SHED TO TEST ACOUSTICS.
March 29.—To test some theorfed
the musical acoustics of
1. a millionaire of Norfollk,
f-mml-r of the Litchfield County Choral Thion and
ether county organizations, s planning to Tave
erected in the rear of his home a temporary “shed,™
@ by 30 feet and IS feet high About 35,000 feet of
l]mt.mr, or enough to bulld four $5.000 houses, will :
be used In the construction of the duilding. whichh
ft i= estimated will cost about $0.000. If the

’ all i
pe » as he pleases to call it. comes up to his
’h“,"'n“‘m in musical acoustics, it may serve ag

Winsted, Coun..
his own
fidings, Carl

of

-

expec e .
maod r similar buildings ig size and
(‘]nns ‘r"txt{nar better architecture and Ma!trr:l;w

" Stoeckel provoses to give a musical entess
.."gﬂ;nent of some kind in the “barn™ before talte
ing it down and eonverting the lumber into a barm
—(Philadeiphia Ledger.
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IN JAPANESE ARMY.
Japanese general is $3.000 a yearf
2.

PAY
The pay of a

of
eand people half an hour after they cap
P as b i b e
zens. de
ptain himsulf; and on that could

Fe 1, $2.000; captain, A .

class private soldier gets about 75 cents a 2

second class. 44 cents. Prometion is entirely b
A soldier



