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THE OLDEST VSIVKKSITY IN THE WOULD. to take him mto custody. An laccntfrs to •>
rolm»nt In the university Is the immusJbj tan.
military duty which Is accorded to a Staanf
there. One or two) thousand of the ateaass
actually live within the walla of the fseti
university. As the spirit moves them they
gjsl out their simple fare or a bowl of lentS
soup, a Cat kaJ of bread— perhaps one of Qs
nine hlllltlli distributed ly i\e urJvenity tj

n.*edy students— a handful of .-.•\u25a0, or perta»
of r'.ic, and make a meaL

While the students have completed ti£
school work for dM day by r. son. ipparenrj
th'-y have few anvusei r.ts to o.cupy tieir
sparp time. They rise with the saa to oZa

the Hrst prayer of the day. T:.:re Isno deSsiti
reces3 in the school year at Kl-Azhar, but ti»
several religious feasts provide enough hnV
days to make lha ordinary parer.t satlsfiad.

The curriculum teehaies tha Arabic gra»
mar, religious science, the Koran beiEsr tie
t^xttook; religioaa and ae< ul jurlspra^enc^
iterature, philosophy, logic ai Iupright liviaj
as dotined by the Koranic teac. v.ing3.

Kduration may i• secured at Kl-Azhar with-
out price and ahiwst without money. The uni-

: Ity i.sos -o richly endowed and owns so much
valuable property that no a hotel is oblig'-.^ to
pay ytblng, although many, fr.>r:i choi con-
tribute to the expenses. There is a spirit of
democmtl luality among the stodenta In

..f .-ilk. the .-Hi of tli.* pacha or Ley

squats t. \u25a0
•• the peasant lad, scantily clad in

arse ci.tton. Her and tii»Tf smong th'-m
one \u25a0 triii^c .i green turban, in heating

lhat its .• •\u25a0 itf-rhas n ad • a pflrrhaaage t«> Mecca
. in

- family is believed to be descended
trora :• PropheL The students ar» v-ry like
the si :\u25a0'•\u25a0; t-s of ith>r onlTersitles in tn.-ir love
.if i g< |] st.>r> and ijuke An KI-A/.iiar StO-
dent is always urnier the »upei Burton of tha
<.!,•»,] authority, even when he is i immg

about the streets. Should be be kugbl mis-
behaving; the police "fli'-ials could only hold
hi:r> until an official froni the University irrived

fers him to tli > book and asks for the reading
\u25a0' the n ference.

U1LI) EASTEM SCENE AT JERUSALEM.
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ten thousand students, according •\u25a0\u25a0 ?•"•\u25a0•• •<••

Courtlaiid Penncld, Foin ly L'nited \u25a0 I I
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the Qrst glin i>;;c of tbe building whifh hou!w« it.

The restorations have been 100 n in • ous t<»

leave uny indication or tli» oflginaJ structure.

. and each ol the instructors has bis p irtUular
Ipillar about which ta gathei h>. studei is. The
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OLDEST UNIVERSITY IN THE WORLD, EL-AZHAR, OF CAIRO, EGYPT.
(Reproduced from "I'rrwml Dajr BcypL" Copyrt«ht. 1003. by the l>ntury Omn.any.)

Although only a drive of \u25a0 few minutes from
ln< hotel district, comparatively Few foivijrncrs
take the trouble to visit the strange educational
Institution. Many are unaware of its interest.
It is re.:>.-hed by the street of shops, the Ifousld,
and the narrow lane known as the "Street of
Booksellers." Picking cue's way between the
congfon ration of humanity, camels, donkeys
and Ar.ib workmen, sitting cross legged on the
Door of their boxlike little shops, binding the
curious looking volumes, one reaches the en-
trance known as the "Barbers' Gate." Passing
a number of students who are having their
bead! Shaved so cl. selv that they look"like a
French wigmakex's shir.y artificial poll, one
g:iins the inteiior of the building. Btodents and
masters who are aatering are removing their
shoea at the threshold. Here and there at the
foot of the pillars arc seated the "professor 3"
on rugs of sheepikin. discoursing to group 3of
Students Sfiuattin^ in a half circle about them.
Tee pupils are list-nir.g Intently. Discus:
of different their.as s.r» eroing on. Not a student
turns to look at th« visitor, so Interested hj lie
In tbe discu&Eion. The covered portions of the
bufldan; are sup;>ortcd by 300 marble pill.

bul there Is no doubt of Its relation to Mahomet-
aniass, for lofty minarets of Oriental type rise
here and there. LJltle can be seen of the exterior.
bo wevet, for it Is closely surrounded by bufld-
Ings. Within Is a court, the sky Its only roof.
< >n each side are alcoves covered by roofs sup-
;\u25a0 irted on pillars. The porticos about the enor-

open court are each divided Into various
( partments for the aeparata use of the stu-

of the different nations. The Algerian
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0i.krits have one, the Morocc.nna another, the
Nubians n third, the Turks another arid the Ind-

tlllanother, ami ko on. The different sec-
tions of i:^j;:e.-i<h bave a separate compart-

it; those who come from tn<- resting place of
In bones ofMahomet- Mecca are atoo provided

with a sc. lion, and blind pupils, strangely more
Fanatical anJ turbulent than the a\<r:if;e Mus-

i!. a!i,o lUi.j \u25a0peclal accommodation for
elves.

The masters to the number of more than U'J.">
direct the oftecattoa of the numerous students.
TLelr title is sheik, the head master ore s \u25a0

lected from the faculty because of hLs mpertor
knowledge and great holiness— being styled Sh.;»

FJ-Axhar. In the eyes of the faithful he ranks
only a little below the Khedive himself. Few
American scholars would be tern] ;.-<l to be-
come members of the facility, for there ta do

direct compensation from the university. They
•Jo, however, receive liberal allowances <>f the
st.ifr of life, espr tally those of s cerl
who draw several hundred loaves of br I
weekly. This Is a traditional custom. T!.

a sospidon that many of these loaves find Ibi ir
nay to shops outside the w.iPs of 81-Azta ir, and
are sold. There are, however, opportnnil
emolument outside the school At odd boura
the masters usually tea* h at private 1
copy books, attend to tlie duties of a jetty office
of a religious character to which :\u25a0_ small sti-
pend Is attached, or re.nl die Koran at wed llnga
and funerals. A radical Ihmtow among the
members of the faculty wouM soon find himself
out of his dement, for, while four orthodox
sods of Hahometaaa are represented among: the
Instructors, Independence of thought is never
found among them. A teacher advancing new
theological views would create more of a
tion in the Mahometan world than ever did an
advocate of lii^-lier criticism. Progresalvenasi la
discouraged as a dangerous tendency, ami mas-
ters and pupils learn only wh.it may be found
iiiLooka centuries old, ISvery branch of study
Is I- rvaded with religion.

Surprising as it may aecm, rome of the teach-
ers are unable to read. They know the Koran
by heart, and as the study of this Is the chief
occupation of the Juvenile pupils, they super-
vise the Instruction of the youngsters In this
Dranch, Tha excuse of "weak eyes" suflicea If
one of tue "professors" of a higher traJe re-

washing some of their garments, •lryint;them
In the sun. or mending them. All in all. it Is
a unl-jue domestic scene that is spread out In
the big court.

The? Armenian youths who had lighted their
lapera din , t tt§m the BcM as it streamed out
of the oi cnitiff were r.;;Jy a| once to start on
th -ir errand of meritorious work—to carry this
sacred BgfeJ to th-Mr own churches In and
•rand Jeraaalen. Holdinp silver lamps which
were fashioned to shield the sacred Ore, they
passed out through the avenu* reserved for
Uiem. Other fortunate bearers of the light
hastily pressed through the excited throng°by
the energetic use of tneir arms and limbs, to
reach the convent chapels In tha villages
around Jerusalem before their tapers should
b« burned out. They ran for miles barefoot,
cuxrylivz aloft their lighted turchea. All

n the basllira shone a ilomc of sparkling brill-
ancy ablaze with myria Is of tapers, which
caal a magnificent retn-.-ti.>n or gold and red
>n the animated faces in the balraataa, Look-
blg down from above, the spectacle was one
of Wanting beauty. The lipMed torches were
being waved to and fro by th* ever swaying
multitude, casttac a icftectloa of myriads of tiny
llShtS nn the f,lit!.T' decorations around the
ihurch. A splendid background of ssJati and
anseti eoclrcie.i tho throng. The scene w.is one
Of triumph ranblned with confMct still, for now
entered an elentenl of ti. ever ready spirit of
•intacrotiism .n.(l leaJoosj extettaa bef.v .'n the
different sects <>r the Oriental chunh. TJiose

•\u25a0'\u25a0 were ta iltani In the prottd posrc : -n of
the precious Hghi looked with disdain on those
v.iio were r. >t pa fortunate, whil(» UM latter,
enviona ..t ti. \u25a0 beojren of Hghtcd logilMß. did
their bed l« •• :\ in-Tiiish the lights they heU
Thus then began a Btraast < ifHet, almost like
child's play, if the soleii Ity of the occasion and
th« iicpe iooks of the combatants had not belied
the possibility of ther.' betas \u25a0\u25a0 element of
amuse. •\u25a0i in this v..i,! and Jeatoos chase. The
people coKtinoalljr Us^ited and relighted their
tapers while extingui.-hirts all those of Inimical
neighbors, jrrt all the while struggling to hold
their own lighted tapi aloft and out of the
reach of those who were endeavoring to put
tl.em out.

77/ GENT1.1 IV FARMEB.
A. J. Cassatt, the president of th« FesS*

van Railroad, has a stock farm on tfe* &•

skirts of Philadelphia, and at a recent
•*

of the Philadelphia Clover Club a friend of

eminent railroader said: "ilr. Cassatt
fine stock farm, and he runs it on a bostf'
like basis. Sometimes he makes n.onej oat

*"

"Last year he bought a pig for £^. '**.
forty bushels of corn at (1a bushel. aai
sold tt fur $31 5a (J j

-1 mad« £4 GO out of that pi«»* *•**

m SAXDY HOOK.
Barney met a brother Celt on the street *>

morning last week, and with a fiK&Bflof &**
excitement, said:

•They do tell me. Tat. that a vh.ile bate l»
inside Sandy Hook."

"How Is thatr* asked the ether sleepily-
"l don't know, but he's there." g.
"Thin Sandy must hay* tne divD of » "•

stomach."— <Short Stories.

Presently many of tb* pOpta! begin ex-

tinguishing thefr own !-,' U wltl their to3^
kerchi-is, which they wvuU v • -forth trea«oi«

for life. The women, devo :t:y crossing ties-
selves, pressed the tapirs to their \u25a0\u25a0 brw L

'

Intheir religious enthu>: thus exting^-*".?

their candles. Heedless of th->if scorched
they hastened to obtain r. v light from ef

tapers of kindly neighbors.
~ me of tie s»»

put the lighted tapers to tfc^r f u-->s and bea.-i

with the supposition that th-y -*ould not bun

like earthly fire, to find, however, mnci »
their surprise, that their .-\u25a0:; erst.fiJUS I—»"^
tion was leading them too i_- in the \u25a0*•*•\u25a0»
of this fire.

In former days, at this cli-ax. a dove w»

let loose from the cupola, t > f irther my»t»

the pilgrims by the miraculous appearance «

the emblem of the Holy Gho t.

Before leaving the church, r.r.y pilsrUSS"*
gered yet a while, to besmear with tie iseltsS
wax of these torches pjNH ef V.r.-.-n, which
destined to be their final shrouds, and woiti
now have power, through the rv.-'rits of «
sacred fire, to preserve their souls troa t-«

Ihmes of helL ,-jm
Now the Greek pil^rri::s IMl to the JorfW

to batlie In It3sacred waters. After tHI»t-w

feel assured of having won ml salvation.
Another service of great Interest held ta Ei*

ter time week InJerusalem fej the reek CKr»
\u25a0 that of the -washing of the feet." TS3

MMcm is celebrated on lfn""*f*•\u25a0\u25a0**
The- Greek l'atriarch and other dignitaries

•
dM Kussian Chunh. attired tn their cast r^
geous robes, make a grand display of halt**"'5*5

*
th- LMflexample of laaasaVy. Thia ser;~
is feHi in the large •\u25a0«\u25a0 Iart befia* v
Char h of the Holy ftajattfeaa, where Yisitsi*
an.lpflgrtnai gather. With grvat pocjp »*

**
tentation the Greek Patriarch washes tht f»

of twelve priests, especially chosen for
*

[inpose.

through Jerusalem at thts hour solitary hi*

viduals or groups of m-'n a: !women could b»

Ma carrying the precious 1 ght to thecborcfcea
awaiting it. and also to th•\u25a0;- imoi

Within the church arose a .ersal shcut zi
glad thanksgiving from Ifea shrill rctces of
hundreds of pilgrims, accurrj a..:ed by til*cri«
and shrieks of fanaticism a.-.i dispute whicH

were appalling in a house of prayer. Through-

out the Holy City cheerful trial pealed HI
to proclaim to all the feihab: tacts the good

news of the advent oC the miracle.
The "Bishop of the Fire" cow emerged froz

the tomb, holding bundled tapers three feet
tocg. with which to light the candles fci tie
Greek Chapel within this dihedral la fcJ

great anxiety to reach the church safely »cd

swiftly, and In the midst of the tumult of tie

multitude who clamored ea^rly around him.

anxious to light their tapirs from his. the a?ei
man fell, and his long whit.- b-»ard took Srt

iThls caused a great corr.moti.jn. After tit
blaze had been extlnguishel *- / the use of tbi

lons flowing sleeves of \u25a0 ,1 • b*l pilgrim. tb

bishop was lifted on to the AmHMof son*

priests to raise him above UN CSV*! and car-

Irted Into his own MillMiry, for tie rever-

jenced old man was too v: r.ed \u25a0

' procert

further alone.

:;


