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SOME OF THE MEN WHO ARE DEEPLY INTERESTED IN THE PUBLIC MORALITY OF SYRACUSE, N. Y.

W. F. MULVIHILL.

Secretary of the Prohibition County Com-

mittee, Eyracuse.

CHARLES R. WRIGHT.
Chief of Police, Syracuse,

ALAN C. FOBES.
Mayor of Syracuse.

THE REV. DR. C. A. FULTON.

Pastor of First Baptist Church and vice-

president of the Municipal Voters' League.

THE REV. J. B. KNAPPENBERGER.

Pastor of the Wesleyan Methodist Church,
Syracuse.

THEAREV. DR. G. B. SPALDING.

Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church,
Syracuse.

IS SYRACUSE A “WIDE OPEN" TOWN?

MANY OF HER MOST REPUTABLE CITIZENS SAY
THE “LID” HAS BEEN OFF SO LONG THAT IT IS LOST.
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bes been these ‘stalis’ or back rooms in saloons,
but we have wiped them out now.”

Being 1% by the reporter that prominent per-
Sons insiet that the social evil is still appallingly
Powerful in S8yracuse, he became congiderably ex-
ﬂ}'.‘ned and asked with some warmth

To they say these are present conditions?”
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“But there has been such a brazen deflance of
the law that pu sentiment has in a measure
revolted against the disgusting exhibition. I think
Mayor Kl was turned down largely because of
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disposed to do well How he can succeed I
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through a new move to place the responsibility for
the licensing of all entertainments upon the City
Council instead of on the council and Mayor, as at
the present time.

““This change,” sald Secretary Hill, “will put this
matter squarely up to the council, and I believe it
will result in closing up some of these concert
There are about twelve concert halls In
e which are said to be, in reality, houses of
jon with saloon and vaudeville attachments.
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who has handled cases for the Antl-Saloon League,
said: “I don’t know how Syracuse compares with
cother places, but the town is ‘wide open,” that's

certain. Those who are fighting the liquor men
have little money and the other fellows have
plenty.”

Another attorney, who would not allow the use

of his name, said: “Why, my dear sir, this town
comes about .,as near hell as anything atop of
earth. Open? Why, it is wide, wide open. Here, a
short time ago, the annual ‘round-up’ of the fancy
houses was made. The demi-monde were notified
to come in and ante up, and they came in their fine
carriages and paid what we 2 fines of $5 or

s the case might be
“Rotten? Why, my
to 130 professional ¢
110,000 souls, to ma

classed as profess

The Rev. Dr. Albert Coit, pasior the Olivet
Baptist Church, severely eriticised authoritles,
Dr. Coit, who has liv everal ¥y in Rochester,

said the conditions in Syracuse were far worse than

in Rochester
*“There is a stronger moral and civie force In
Rochester,” said Drs Coit, “than there is here. The
saloons are now open on Sun here in ‘use.
Screens are up, obstr of the bar.
| The stde and back doors open. The
fights an nk rawls aired

vidence of

in the police courts every Monday s evide e of
the doings on Sur p-
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- WEOR hronsd
heart: & instances of its deadly w yrk through

lav
lay.

903606009000 080050000¢ 000000000000000000000000 0000000908906

Liquor Selling On Easter Sunday.
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T sllow was arrested When it came uj in
‘hff'{!n“'?f not able to attend. but I am 1-»“\ that
X Ithy brewer appeared in be half of tha de-
ant and told how many thousards of llars
worth of property he owned in Syracuse hlnq
ever came of the case. What can the P« do
What use Is it to make arrests if, when case a(lvi
nothing 1s ever done with them

case comes up, )
Why take up case after case only to have it pigeon-
+d in the District Attorney's office?

vnfall of Syracuse dates back to about
0. to the enactment of the Raines law

slx yeors

hotal legisiation. The Ralnes law hotels have
heen the curse of Ssracusze

('[h will say YY.M‘U, Commissioner Bowen-—-he ls
doing a good work He has closed the ‘stalls,” but I
fear he is sadly handicapped Syracuse is still a
‘wide open’ town in every sense of the word. I

=

now of no place of its alze to equal 1t But what
f)“rn we nl-»"‘ x\\':‘ro you to fill The Tln.».una you could
not tell half the shame of Syracuse

The Right Rev. Patrick A. Ludden, Bishop of the
Diocese of Syracuse, was fully as emphatic in his
brief comments as was Father Grimes.

“I do not have much opportunity to see the exact
conditions,” sald Bishop Ludden, “but I know they
are bad enough here in Syracuse. Certainly they
can be no worse elsewhere

“No, indeed; I do not think the police are doing
their full duty. They could put a stop to many
evils if they would. The worst feature of the situ-
ation here in the way in which the disorderly houses
are allowed to run ‘wide open’ with no interference

“But the laws are a umbug,” declared the
Rishon. ““The first thing we do when we discover
anything wrong is to run to Albany and get a law
passed. These exclse laws are a humbug.”

Levi 8. Chapman, a prominent Syracuse attorney,

To the Editor of Tue TRIBUNE.

Sir: Yesterday was Easter Sunday. For the purpose of ascer-
> what extent the excise law is violated in this city
I spent about three hours in visiting the saloons and hotels in the
centre of the town. T visited twenty-one places, between 3
6:30 p. m., within two blocks of Police Headquarters where the law

was openly and flagrantly violated.
A number of them had not even locked

their front door, and in two of them women solicited visitors to buy
one place, a combination saloon and pool parlor on
week davs. there were over fifty young men present.
‘ed off by a black cloth screen, but liquor was sold over the
end of the bar to beardless boys without pretence of concealment.

I stood at the entrance to Police Headquarters for about ten
minutes and saw six men enter the back door of a saloon nearly across
t. Two policemen stood on the corner and saw these men go
into the saloon, but they made no investigation, so I did. 1 found
about twenty-five men in the place, eight of them lined up and drink-
ing over the bar exactly the same as on week days. .

This condition is not confined to the centre of the city, but exists
all over the town. The police know the law is violated, but they make

Secretary Prohibition County Committee.
Syracuse, N. Y., April 4, 1904,
200668 000000500000408000030000 $0480620000050060901
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Many of these places were

The bar was

W. F. MuLviHILL,
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the medium of the Raines law hotels have come to

my notice

“Former administrations have not been slow to
make us understand that we must it be too Puri-
tanical in our enforcement of the law We have
been told that to crowd the Jawbreak ar
would be only to make matters worse I'he trath is
the politicians are afraid of them

“A colored burglar once sald to me when I told
him 1 had never suspected any of his race of
being burglars before. ‘Well, boss, we's pretty good

fmitators.’ It is so with Syracuse. She may not be

as bad as New-York, but she is a pretty good imi-
tator.”

Asked about “graft,” Dr. Colt said: “I have been
informed that a financial consideration helps to
keep violators of the law on good terms with the
politicians. It is an open secret here that for
gambling Institutions have been assessed
weekly or monthly, according to a sliding scale, for
the privilewe of carrying on their business. This I
have on the authority of a former detective and
under sheriff who has fijgured in raids on delin-
quents, for we do make a show of morality oc-
casionally, you know."”

*“It s recognized as a fact that it {s almost Im-
possible to get a case against a wealthy offender
of the exclse laws through to a successful issue,
If an Indictment is secured, an acquittal usually
follows, but unless he Is a poor man he is seldom
indicted.

‘“Let a poor Polander or any poor person with-
out influential friends be caught breaking the
law and he is promptly punished, but those with
friends politically powerful are allowed to go un-
punished. Evidence which in the case of a murder
would send a man to the electric chalr seems to
have no weight against such men.

“The keepers of the disorderly
brought up with regularity.

ver

houses are
They pay their fines
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with no grumbling, and that is the end of it-until
they are brought up again. Their infamous busi-
ness goes on without hinderance. The conditions
in this city are truly frightful.”

Fillmore Smith, general secretary of the Seciety
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, In
Byracuse, is one of those who have made a close
study of condilions in the ecity. In his position
as secretary of the society with which he is con-
nected, Mr. Smith has been brought into close
contact with the law-defying element, and knows
what he is talking about. Said he to a Tribvae
reporter:

“There can be not the slightest don
administration laws here in
been so managed that the liquor element have been
favored. They make ir demands. They have
the required ‘pull’ to enforce them. No one dares

t that the
acuse bhas

of the

antage them. The result of twenty years of
that s has been to develop a
large crin iper class,

= law hotels abound. I should say there
were fifty of these hotels in the city. They
are ne ng more or s than schools of vice
They ord every fa ¥y and opportunity for
the ruin of young gir It is a fact that girls
under age resort to hotels, and that the

the careers of a large per cent of
v I

len women m

Commissioner

2 he social evil

and desires to abate it. I kaow he

not blame the police whol The Police
Department of Syracuse is like a locomotive. It

may be driven here or there. It may be likened
to a machine that is perfectly under control
Had the police the opport 3 would

wipa out these

their existen

They make

classes and

w gdoers would soon be driven from our cit
“Why, it has got to be =0 now in Syracuse that
a man is wealthy or influential
unless amount of brewery
looked upon as the
a man can have. It is no

once was to men conne
iness, but is heid by

is scattered through the
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e interests,

$ X it hard to s
how the hand of tt w . -

he law is paralyzed?
W. F. Mulvthill, secretary of the Prohibition

County Commiitee, i3 one of the aggressive oppo-
nents of the liquor element in Syracuse. Mr. Mulvi-
hill mads a careful conditions in
Syracuse, going down into the saloons himself and
actually seeing what he talks about. He holds the
political bosses responsible, and severely

has study of

chiefiy

censures D o A4 District Attorney. Mr
Mulvihill was the he f the Prohibition League
in Syracuse until rganiza 1 gav placs to
the Anti-Saloon League.

*“Thera hasg been no material change that I can
see.” sald Mr rking of present day
conditions comp er previous ad-
minis 1S “They are no different than under
the famous Maguire administration. The exclse
laws are still regularly violated Why, there is
ona saloon do here whose pro-
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The car " Think

3 Ss run

» it on good au

a state of
high in the Foll

v i

g
to the Distri
cute. The mo
of the cases rep«
to trial, T be
had no frien«
others sentenc

“We had a
the last ele
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“Gambling geoes on unchecked. Why, th
gambling joint in a block right down In
Salina-st, hera whera gambling for money i3
going on day and night. Hers a sho time ago
they had difficulty getting a quorum at a meeting
of the aldermen If the ice had ralded th
joint they would have found enough to make a
quorum of the board there

“Why, there is no such thing as enforcement of
the law in this city. It is rotten.”

Attorne

. and in the

here just before

but conditions have not materially

is a
South

who has secured evi-
League in Syracuse,
single indictment for
Three or
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ht

C. W. Felton, an artlst,
dence for the Anti-Saloon
said: “I do not know of a
violation of the excise laws of Syracuse.
four of us havé secured convin
the Anti-Saloon League; have b
the drinks. but no conviction has
Felton sald he had knowledge of
bling joint in South Salina-st. which is & ged to
have paild as high as $230 a week for protection

ing

The Rev. J. B. Knappenberger, pastor of the Wes-
leyan Methedist Church, is another who has made
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the violation of tha laws 'n Syracuse the subject off
personal investigation.

“I have not even a suspicion that the laws are
being enforced in our city,” said he. “I do no®
know in what one respect they ars being violated
more than in another. The city is wide open.

Anybody with eyes can see that the saloons are
selling openly on Sunday. They usually have side
doors and back doors open and obstructions be=
fore the bar. Sometimes even these precautious are
not taken.

“I have been a clergyman hers sixteen
now, and from the knowledge I have received, the
disorderly houses are openly carried on. There s
an anpual round-up. The proprietors pay what s
called a ‘fine’ and then they go on uninterrupted
for another year. I have understood that these
cases are not tried In open court, but ars heard in
the magistrate’s private office.

“I know portions of the city, In which decen@
people who can sell their property are going away
:.-nfast as they can because of the spread of this

“From what I know of the city. T assume the
trouble is due largely to velitical control. The
police cannot enforce the law: if they do, they
are likely to lose their positions. The depart-
ment is hindered In the verformance of its duty
by political corruption. If the offices of the police
depended upon finding these peonle and arresting
them they would do so in short order. Now, they
cannot find them. and. after all. it would do ne
good if they did.

“Even a man ke Jerome could make no heade
way here in Syracuse. To begin with. a man like
Jerome could not get in office here. No man who
holds radical views on the enforcement of law can
hold office in the city of Syracuse.

“The o hopes eems to lie in a possible change

in the excise laws, so that a citizen can compel the
orcement of the law. As the laws stand now
serve simply as a fortification for the liquor
iress.
I have seen no !mprovement under the new ad-
ministration. There is not a particle of difference
from conditions under former administrations that
I can see, and T have a good chance to see.

“No, under present conditions, the only way £
know of to put a stop to the persistent violation
of law in this city is by ascassination. Nothing
short of that can stop it.”

Mrs. Cora D. Graham, county president of the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, salds
“There can be no question concerning the violation
of the laws In Syracuse. There are many places
in town styled places of amusement. They are:
really more than that, and In them the boys andl
girls are led astray. Repeated fallures to securss
enforcement of the law on the part of the officiale
have served to convince us that the only successe
ful way to !mprove things here is to educate the
children. We have engaged In organizing themy
into legions and have carried our work into the
schools.”

As an fllustration of the attitude of the city ofe
ficials toward reform in Syracuse. Mrs. Grahams
sald that some time ago & movement to secure the
enactment of a curfew ordinance was started, the
{dea being to keep young girls off the streats aftep
dark She said that although the petition was
signed by several hundred prominent persons. one
o the aldermen so successfully mancuvred
agalnst the measure as to prevent its considera=
tion and to bring about the complets faflure off

the plan.
“I har know.”™ sald Mrs. Graham, “whethep

the new administration really means anything foe

1y

good or not. We have had so many promises and
they have all been broken so often that we have
lost heart.

E. N. Jenks, chairman of the Prohidbition City
Committes, was one of those who spoke his mind
freely.

“Tha Sunday closing law s openly violated here '®
sald Mr. Jenks. “Gambling and worse things are
deeply rooted. Why, there s one block within &
stone's throw of Polics Headquarters and the C
Hall where gambling is going on continually. q
m who knows tells me this city is worse than
the old Five Points in New-York during its most
palmy days. I pass saloons every Sunday where
the law Is being violated, and I never see 3 police-
man near. I think ‘graft’ is responsible for the
trouble. When seventv-five or a hundred disorderly

women walk into Policea Headquarters and lay
down their money In so-called ‘fines,” doesm't I8
look as if thers were ‘graft’ somewhere?"

The Rev. Dr. George B. Spalding. pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, when told that peopie
in Rochester deciared that to be better tham
Syracuse, remarked, “Well t was what Sodonm
said of Gomorrah.

IN DEFENCE OF ROCHESTER.

One Clergyman Who Doubts the
Others’ Observation.

To the Editor of The

T
issue of

Truth of

Sir

1 week ago thers was am

exhau

traits of distin y scription of
the wickedness of Roch r. Statements like the
eminent divine’s to the effect that all the theatres

were running Sunday
are misleading.
has been used as a church

parishes for nearly & year: a

ng
What are

other nights
t One theatres
o of our larges®
r is dark nearly

every Sunday night The ot two are In the
habit of having so-called “sacred concer s.” a facg
to be regretted, perhaps, but n o bad as

the condition suggested.
last Sunday night
tended divine servi
would not object to *
the week.”™

At the

ed theatr

er three 1sand people ate
I am sure the other theatres
run’ like that “every night im

I have lived in Rochester for over six vears, an@
although the work ¢

»f my parish has kept me too
busy to engage in t}

1@ business of professional pe- .
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