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KJAT OF HER MOST REPUTABLE CITIZENS SAY

THE "LID"HASBEEX OFF SO LOXG THATITIS LOST.

"There is a stronger moral and clvle. force In

Rochester." said Dr-Colt, than there Is here. The

saloons are now open oh Sunday l-!% in Syracuse.

Screens are up. obstructing the view of the bar.

The. side and back doors are usually open. The

record of scraps, fights nnd drunken brawls aired

In the police courts every Monday Is evidence of

the doing? on Sunday.
.•Tn« social evil Is fearfully prevalent here. Some

bsartrendlnaj Instances of its deadly work through

Tho Rev. T>r. Albert <*oit. pastor ©f the Olivet
Baptist Church, severely critic toed the authorities.
l>r. Colt who has liv-•\u25a0: srs in Rochester.
\u25a0aM the conditions in ByTSCUM *tn far VOTM than
in Roc!:cste.-.

who has handled cases for the Anti-Saloon League,
said: "Idon't know how Syracuse compares with
other places, but the town is "wide open.' that's
certain. Those who are fighting the liquor men
have little money and the other fellows have
plenty."

Another attorney, who would not allow the use
of his name, said: "Why. my dear sir. this town

cones nhout ns near hell ns anything atop of
earth. Open? Why. it Is wide, wide open. Here, a
short tlmo ago. tho annual 'round-up' of the fancy

houses was made. The demi-monde were notified
to come in and ant© up. »md they came In their tine
carriages and paid what were called flne3 of STO or
$25. as tho case might be.

"Rotten? Why. my dear sir, there nre from 125
to 150 professional prostitutes in this town of

110,000 souls, to make no mention of those not

classed as professional."

"You can't paint It black enough. It Is some-
thing terrible. Ihavo repeatedly denounced the
•
odttlon of affairs her.' The Hlshop of the diocese

has denounced It. The violation of the excise laws

is only a small part of the wickedness. The. city

is overridden with fallen wnn.en. and dally young

pirls are being ruinfd by scores.
"And the worst Of It all i.« that tho«#> monsters

who conduct these evils come out boldly and defy

the law. and »he arm of the law seems pasalyzed.

No 0110 dares lift a hand against them. •
"On* younit nri Iknow of came here, and a

rlre irsnTtsVli girl she was. too. Bhe was taken

to a. Place In Water-st.. and there she w.i« ruined
by the proprietor. Ibecame, interested In the case.

through a. new move to place the responsibility for
the, licensing of all entertainments upon the City
Council instead of on the council and Mayor, as at
the present time.

"This Change." said Secretary Hill,"willput this
matter squarely up 10 the council, and Ibelieve it

will result In closing up some of these concert
linlls." There am nbout twelve concert halls In
Syracuse which s>re raid to be. in reality, houses of
\u25a0ssisnatlon with saloon and vaudeville attachments.

Th« Rev. John Grimes, pastor of St. Mary's

Roman Catholic Church, considers thes.» places the
greatest of the evils besetting Syracuse-, and puts

the blame for their maintenance, with other slmil-

lar evils, on the shoulders or tho politicians. Fathe.-
QrUBCS declares hi emphatic terms that th* ad-

ministrative and Judicial system or Syracuse is rot-

ton to the core.
"Syracuse Is a wide open town." said he. "if ever

there was one.

| Liquor Selling On Easter Sunday.

To the Editor of The Tribune. «

Sir: Yesterday was Easter Sunday. For the purpose of ascer- |
taming positively to what extent the excise law is violated in this city |
Ispent about three hours in visiting the saloons and hotels in the jj
centre of the town. Ivisited twenty-one places, between 3:30 and j|
r,-30 p m.. within two blocks of Police Headquarters where the law J
was openly and flagrantly violated. Many of these places were J
crowded with customers. A number of them had not even locked o

their front door, and in two of them women solicited visitors to buy \u2666

the drinks. In one place, a combination saloon and pool pnrlor on |
week days, there were over fifty young men present. The 'car was «.

partitioned off by a black cloth screen, but liquor was sold over the J
end of the bar to beardless l»oys without pretence of conceahnent |
Istood at tl.e entrance to Tolice Headquarters for about ten o

minutes utd MW six nun enter the back door of \u25a0 saloon nearly across J
the itreet Two policemen stood on the corner and saw these men go |
into the saloon, but they made no investigation, so Idid. Ifound jj
about twenty-five men in the place, eight of them lined up and drink- jj
ing over the bar exactly the same as on week days. *

This condition is not confined to the centre of the city, but exists <J
all over the town. The police know the law is violated, but they make J|

no raids. Yours truly,
'

\u2666

W. F. MrivuuLL, X
Secretary Prohibition County Committee. ||

Syk.u rsr, X.V., April 4, 1004. X

Because officials of the Municipal Voters' I^aar -,:e

of Syracuse, N. T.. say that Alan C. Fob««. the

present Mayor of that city, answered "Yes" to each

Of these .r-t'.'.^-.s when placed before him In

printed form lust before election, end because these

men. in common nth many others representing The

best clement Bf the Salt City's population, row de-

clare that open violation of the excise laws and

srorse forms of vice still prevail In the munici-
pality, there is a great and crowing uneasiness at

BMSSSri pervading Syracuse.
Th«» more conservative nay. "Give the Mayor

time
'

The executive's political enemies are cry-

lr.e "What did we tell you?"
Tho few hopeful ones are striving to make theai-

5 ]<<-.= heard with their cry at "Don't give up the
f-i:p. There is t;ir.e sat."*

S-.rr.r of ihe womout. disheartened workers for. . ,;-, rontent themselves with hurling maledlc-
1 \u25a0••

- nt the pollc-e, whom they hold responsible for. '
rm of »vll to be found In the city. Others

I ovtr the hearts of the police at the, political-
.\u25a0 d \u0084t the higher officers charged with the

tvration of the law. They allege that BVBBs*
\u25a0

-
i.f liquor cases BBj| against keepers of dis-, .r . <-\u0084.»,.« <„ »fclrh the city abounds, are. . rlcd to a Fj--o<!rful SJS In Syracuse.

one prorr.inor.t attorney, when asked by a
t iT|HriW why a more rigid enforcement of

!« is not po^«!Me in Syra-uso: "Young man.
'.:' \u25a0 oj wrro to • -«. the devil, would you hold your

\u25a0
••
t hen?"

of Mm <Hs<x>uraa;e<i workers who have
\<-.i- nTter yar for better .conditions in

:\u25a0 \u25a0 o anO md hoped so rt.'ii-n for a sweeping
< pr • rh<- "i.an.is of the present adrninlstrr>t<on

' - • :• : ." k thoroughly dishoartorod, pa'is-
• o-hi'ig can drive out the evils now m

trtrd. lew- men sre willins; *o admit 'he
rnnde by Rochester reform workers In The

*
\u0084 \u0084» tAUSflay. April S. Thct al-h «J*pj ther*

1i» v • "kedness In Fochosfr that city caaasl
aii'ilr in this ro*pe^t to Svracuso. In thotr

r'ri«~T ;is \u25a0 .ragemert ard besasorsry less of henrt
\u25a0v r-o oven willingto concede That There Is no

r'ty cf tho ramp '•re in this part of The country at
\u25a0 . :ito \u0084.-1 f»tyrated wiTh evil as is Syracuse

Tr.ij S. Of courso. r.ot true of the mnjnrity. for
ti-yre r«r*- yet determined workers for reform in
Syracuse who declare there rhall be nr> true* with
tr.o, er.emy. who are still confident of their ability,
ifnci to drive \u25a0 rslMent violators of EhS law out

of Fyraru-e. Nt least to ladJasja their 88-Sben to a
point '»-.• the;.- may be successfully minhat»il.

M ;Tesor,f. BSSrI plmrn ati>>n and tht tSStI
mony of her loading citizpT;<t Ira.] to only one . on-
dutlor.- 'hit Svracupo is perhaps the mo«t striking

\u25a0' en *xTn-it of the may a city n"ts «t»n
tho •'.}.}\u25a0 hns h«-ori Mown ts ssmtthereaas and the
5 tMBt b :-t.

r>n you agree to \u2666he best of your ability to exe-
cute and enforce the laws or the State and the
er<!ir.a.:>c«s of the city which are Intended to saft-

guard the puhllc morals, and In particular to use
your best endeavors to suppress street strolling on

the part of public prostitutes, and all public gam-
V;.:.p including the Illegitimate use of clot ma-
chines and the sale of policy slips?

Will vc-u carefully Investigate into the pmsiraca-
tions ci those whom you contemplate appointing to

office. «nd apjioint only those who are known ta be
bsseet and efficient?
If any of \u25a0'.our appointees shall be found to be

Oishone'st or "inefficient in the discharge of duties
wl'.l you remove any such appointee. irrespective of
bis r'o'i'ica! or personal relations?
Ir case any complaint shall be made to you con-

cerning the "neglect of duty of any of your ap-

poir.ters or their assistants, will you carefully In-

Issthin the facts pertaining to the same and dis-
pose of th* matter r-i far as said appointee or his
assistant is concerned the same as though he were
your personal employe?

The P.lght Rev. Patrick A I,<.i<Men. Bishop of the

TMoi-cs" of Byraeosa, vas fatty as emphatic In his

brief comments as was Father Grimes.
"Ido not have much opportunity to se« the exact

conditions." suld Ulshop Sudden, "but 1know they

are bad enoutfi here in Byracuse. Certainly they

can be no worse elsewhere.
"No. indeed; Ido not think the police are doing

their full duty. They could put a stop to many
evils ifthey would. Tho worst feature of the situ-
ation here Inthe way In which th" disorderly houses
are allowed to run 'wide open' with no interference

"But tho laws are r numhug." declared the
Plshon. "The first thing we do when we discover
anything wrong is to run to Albany and get a law
passed. These excise laws arc a humbug

"

L«e.vi S. Chapman, a prominent Syracuse attorney,

The follow wss arrested \u25a0Than it cans up In
\u0084,urt Iwas not able to attend, but Ia«r t«W that
a wealthy brewer \u25a0ppeared In behalf of t... de-

fendant and told how many thousands of dollars
worth of property be owned In Syracuse >•-""'?
ever cams of the case. What can the police do.
What use is It lo make arrests If when case after
case come* up. notbins I* ever .lone with them?
Win- take up case after case only to have it pigeon-

holed In the I'istrlrt Attorney's ofllw
'

to about\u25a0Th- downfall of Syracuse dates hack to about

frlx rei»rs :iro to t'.io enactment of »he Ralnss law
hotel legislation. The Raines law hotels have
broil the curse of Ssracu. e.

"I will ray this of Commis«loner Mowen he I-
doing a good work. He has dosed lbs •stalls.' but I
fe.-ir ho Is sadly handicapped. Byracuse Is still a
•wide open' town In every srnsa of the word. I

know of no place of Us ?lze to equal It. But what
cpn we do? Were you to \u2666ill Th« Tribune you could
not tell half the shame of Syracuse."

The MunMi.i! Voters' league, of which Dr. Ful-
ton is vli-c-prestder.t. ias organized in Syracuse

last fall Its membership includ's several hundred
voters, wh'ire chief wish is to ses a proper ad-
ministration of the law In the city. Wlllard A.
Glenn, a prominent attorney, is president of the
league, and K. A. Hill Is secretary. Mr. Hill is a
regular attendant upon the meetings of the council
and closely wntches every measure presented. At
regular meetings of the" executive committee munic-
ipal affairs are thoroughly discussed and the course
to be pursued by the league outlined. Secretary
Hill has great faith In what may be accomplished

Dr. X ilt n has n'.t rontonted Istself with hoar-
«ay e%Hen<"» us to cordltlons In ByTS USB. Be his
por-ona'.lv lnvo«ticnted the situation

"Some of the Balouas horo." s-ii'l be. "ar^ really
e<T.-ert ha!l!=. Tn them th« sraJtcrs bnrlts guests to

meet women iip«ta!r« A protest acaltist these
places was Font In F"m» time ngo, nnd an inves-
ticatlon served to Letter conditions' somewhat.
There has aIFO hoen a movement F'-irted to break
up th* visitl.-.g of taJoau sa ths inrt of •women.
Put wM'.o. open rtalatlotsi of th* law stay ho a
little less facrnnt. tho roal rondif.or.s are prao>
tlcalJy tho s?m' >

'OtaClT Vetl, of irss, Ihavo no way of know-
ire If t!.' re is any, ) ;t the- welL »•> all havo our
BptasOßS, \o j km? ." nM Dr. Fulton.

">"»am l>!i'\u25a0,£:\u25a0* Well, row. that will depend upon
m-l:om yoi ask Tto atbotitles win tell >\u25a0\u25a0

• •

if .here is s^BihHne; they can't '\u25a0,! It. Ths c^n-
»>ral bolirf :«." ,-nt.tinned Dr. Polton, «srr;ilii;i< sli{-
nftteaody, "thai then hi \u25a0 cood deal of gamMinc;
going «,:i in Syracuse. Of coarse, 1 can't say
definitely where it is: 1 ha weal mide an ln^\u25a0o=tl|;.^-

tlon within a few »wtl Hut there is any

ataom "f *aabtias in Byracnse, and for 115
stakos. 100.

"Not orly the sjaloOM but the cOOCert halls nnd
other phice* df-pfridins upon vaudeville to ntfinct
attrnt'.on are batasj run hi open vtelatJoa of tho
l-!w. Tlie theatm becan 1-y ;\ir,cr -.l!«-.j sarr<il

• arts; they*, have changed to moving picture
si.ows. BllnaH performaacea of difteient kinds
have crept in

"But thero has been such a brazen defiance of
the law that pulilirFontlmcr.t has in a measure
revolted against the disgusting exhibition. Ithink
Mayor Kiln" was turned down largely because of
moral condition? here. Th« present Mayor serms
Stapßsed to <3<> \u25a0 • :i. How far he enn si"-.lI
cannot say."

"The po^re havo i>oori trying to pu? an end to
•>-\u25a0.„. Br.d thry •bettered conditions
\u25a0ssassrhat. there osa l>o no denying thiV h<" snld.
"Hut there romains mi' to be done/, Syracuse Is
a 'wide open" town. Th* lnw 1* befaag Sited with
alarming regularity. The lastday closing ordi-
nances are not being safsresd ns they s-hould he.
Th* violation of tho*o. or'lr »ncr-s I irti»s with It.
of course, a *;r- of vico whi h the authorities

eeem aa*Mrt*M to check.*"

Th* Rev. Dr. C. A. Fulton, pastor of the FMrst
Baptist Church, who, us vice-president of the Mu-
nicipal Voters' LeaSBO and d'termln^'l en<rny of
the ealoon. has takon an active part in th« Syra-

cuse crusade, . \r-n the pr's^nt anmlnlstrnf ion

credit for \u25a0ttHßpClßg to hotter conditions In the
city.

"But 1 don't care what they say; Ihs laws are
enforced as well In Syracuse as In any city in the
State, ai.d li'pay this." declared the Chief, paus-

ing a moment to give emphasis to his assertion-

"l'll say this for the daejartaMßt, I'm ready to
match it against any police depart meat in the
country. No, Iwon't evrn except the city of New-
Y<Tk. But »*<? Commissioner Bowen. He's my
superior. He krw« what the department is
<3oiri."

•They wouldn't get much," was his comment.

"Some people." s-iid th" Chief, "would, of c, irss,

like ta see us close up all the saloons and drive
every fallen woman sot of town, but that can't be
don" The best we can do is to k*^j) a tight rein
or. them.

The Chief couldn't Bay. but th< re was \u25a0 room full
of records: the lepot'tt might **>• for himself.

"Any graft." The BOOeatlOO was too tuaogr< The
Chl<=f laughed

Not M with Chief of Tolice Cbaitea P.. Wright.

•Well. what Of if askcl the Ofeisf. In the blUBt
manner which Is kr.own to his frienCs as one of
his characteristics.

"They were arrested That s why they came in.
Annual rosad-Opr Btonned the Chief. "No such
thing: These people in UTesti whenever they

are caught breaking the law."
"How often?"

that about -ix weeks ago the demi-monde, of Syra-

cuse figured in what was declared to be the annual
"round- :p." driving hi their coaches, prrayen in
sml>s. sweet mod laces and auch other thin.cr
as generous Baton and kind hearted trtenda bad

bestowed apoa them, to th» City Hail, tbets to

pay fines of |Moor more with bCCMBtI ltf»Witty.
The. Commission, r had beard nothing of the oc-
currence, r.ot a word.

A majority of the people of B>T2-u*e realise that
the Major it placed In an exceedingly trying posi-
tion, and they favor giving hlm^vcry bit of lati-
tude possible under the circumstance Mayor
Fvb** .-!\u25a0\u25a0 th* president of the City Council, gave•vii'.cnoe of marked poT-.»r. say his friends, and they
»r» confident of h:s ability to fulfil all th«lr <«•
pc tatlons or him.

"Hut it It unfn:: to expect so much of any man•ithln ?o short a time." say they. "Why. he has
held office barfly thre* month* yet."

S>okea enemies of the Mayor lau«h at the
'.~;rr.s of hit fritnds. Si reiterate their oft re-
r*-=ted assertions that his election was allows,: t,y

\u25a0 ; "ers Tor rvil rs a sop to the hotter element;
that he Is tied hand a::d foot, and that as good
can SBC of hi* strurgks to enforce the law. Wit.'i

•«i<-m# like tins founding In his san dally.
»:'.h the MOfßafatai evil of years of misrule
racKkijig him. with his i!'.lt:<- to the Municipal
Voteyv League brandished before his «yes, and
with the e\-«r J>rcn-nt spirit of the ieague standing
over h;m »lth a h^r.d always upon ..is official
Mat* U>« position cf Mayor Koics is truly a try-
''-i oi.e

Mavc- Alan C. Foben. whose promifo to eradi-
cate hC !:< s-\r.-!c-j-» was sei~ure<i by the Kvascfpal
Voters' Ijeapm- before election, now positively re-
fusrf. •'. <?i?cuRF the \u25a0MMtfssV To a Tribune ro-
rort»r :;>rt v <»>k lie rofus^d to -ay a wor<i for pub-
l;f-atior: on the h«-e<j cf enforcrmer.t of the lew in

tUßcaa-
Nf. sir.'" *-ald he. "Ihave nothing to sa\ ;not a

word. Iwillmake no s'atf-rnfr.t Itnji'ref'r you
\r> th^ < \u25a0ommlfsioner of Public Safety for any |s>

fo:-ma?!on on that head.
'

with no grumbling, and that is the end of lt>uctll
they are brought up again. Their infamous busi-
ness goes on without hlnderance. Th» conditions
In this city are truly frightful."

Fillmore Smith, general secretary of the Society

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, In
Syracuse, is one of tho3e who have made a close
study of condKlons in the city. In his position
as secretary of the society with which he Is con-
nected. Mr. Smith has been brought into close
contact with tk*. law-defying element, and knows
what he is talking about. Sai.l ha to a. Tribune
reporter:

"Thoro can be not the slightest doubt that the
administration of the laws here in Syracuse has
been so managed that lbs liquor element have been
favored. They make their demands. They have
the required 'pull' to enforce them. No one dares
antagonize them. The result of twenty years of
that sort of reerlme has been to develop a
larro criminal and pauper class.

"iJaines law hotels abound. Ishould say there
were about fifty of the ; hotels In the city. They

are nothing morn or less than school* of vice.

They afford every facility and opportunity fo»"
the ruin of young girls. It is a fact that girls
under age resort to these hotels, and that the
beginnings in the careers of a large per cent 0/
our fallen women may be traced to these places.
"I will say. however, that the present admin-

istration, especially Mr. Bowen. Commissioner
of Public Safety, has shown a marked dlsnosition
to eliminate these evils. Ithink Commissioner
Bowen appreciates the extent of the social evil
in our city sad desires tv> abate it. Iki;ow he
does.
"Ido not blame the police wholly. The Police

Department of Syracuse Is like a locomotive. It
may b« driven here or there. It may be likened
to a machine that Is perfectly under control.
Had th« poll.\u25a0« th» opportunity they wot:M soon
wipe out th»-.-^ evi!.\ T.-rt r«-al responsibility for
their existence Iks with the political bosses.
They make th*ir bargains with the criminal
clusse* and carry them out. Otherwise these
wrongdoers would soon be driven from our city.

"Why, it has got to be so now in Syracuse that
a man Is hardly counted wealthy or influential
unless h». holds a certain amount of brewery
Stock. This strx'k Is now looked upon as the
most valuable asset a man can have. It is nolonger i-onflned as it on<-e. was to men connected
r/lth the brewery business, but Is held by prac-
tically every capitalist, is scattered through the
city and vicinity. Now, when it comes to a
warfare agatnst those interests. Is it hard to see
how the hand of the law U paralyzed?"

W. F. Mulvlhlll. secretary of the Prohibition
County Committee, !.-» one of th« aggressive oppo-
nents of the liquor element In Syracuse. Mr.Mulvt-
hill has mad* a careful study of conditions In
Syracuse, going down Into the saloons himself and
actually seeing what he talks about. He holds the
political bosses chiefly responsible, and severely
censures the police and District Attorney. Mr.
Mulvihill was the he. \u25a0: of the Prohibition I^a^Me
In Syracuse until this organlxatl give place to

tho Anti-Saloon Lean .c.
"There ha* b**>n no material charge that Ican

see." said Mr. Mulvihill. speaking of present day
conditions compared with thr>se under previous ad-
ministrations. 'They ar« no diff^r-'nt than under
th* famous Maguire administration. The excise
laws are still regularly violated. Why, there Is
one salmon down South Sailna-st. h<*re whose pro-
prietor finds it necessary to hang a card In the
windows Sunday, stating that th- saloon Is closed.
The card reads. This saloon c!o»ed Sunday.' Think
of it! Haveafl things CSCM to a pretty pass when a
saloonkeeper must advertise that his saloon 13
closed on Sunday? It's th« only saloon in the city
that floea close Sunday •;-. itIknow of.

"Then, there ar-> a number of houses of assigna-
tion here doing biiFtfffH under the. protection of
thi» petrified \u25a0aodwtCß made Infamous by John
Raines The professional houses run with in-
terfercnea Why, I': 'V"it on good authority that
within a month or six weeks a bunch of fifty or
serenty-flve of the demi-monde came to the pollcs
clerk's offii-*» In f-trriage* and paid their customary
rln^s. And. what Is more. Iam tnforme.l there
was no pottos, '"oisrt Justl •» sitting1 th»*n. l>n't that
a r:W state of affairs" 1 am told fruit an official
hi^f^l in the Police Department baadsM the 'graft'

"It IS 11-M tO Impossible to s»:ciir»* a conviction
for rlolatlon of the llqu r laws. A few years aj?n.

when Iwas connected with th« Prohibition Union
bare we went around and secured evidence in
several of the principal hotels and saioons. T.e of
which was owned by an alderman. We bought the
liquor, sealed It in bottles and labelled it The
cases went liefore th» District Attorney, then J. D.
Kill",afterward Mayor. We got no satisfaction
and later went to Mayor Magulre H.^ said several
hundred cases had r«»n reported and complaints
lodged with the District Attorney. Well, we. went
to th" District Attorney and ;'.-ketl him to pn\se-
cute. The movement fell 'v r \u25a0_•'\u25a0 however Nons
of the ca?c3 reported by our committee ev.*r cum
to trial. Ibelieve Ye«. bold on! One fellow who
had no friends was soaked, and la the enses ci two
others sentence was suspended

"We had a little spasm of virtue here Josi before
the last election, but conditions have not materially
change.'

"Gambling goes on unchecked Why, there Is a
gambling joint In a block right down In South
Sallna-st. here whern gambling for Me money U
going on day and aisnt Here a short time ago
they had difficulty getting a quorum at a meeting
of the aldermen. If the police had. raided that
Joint they would have found enough to make a
quorum of th*» board there

"Why, there \u25a0 no such thing as enforcement of
the law In this city. ItIs rotten."

C. W. Felton. an artist, who has secured evi-
dence for the Anti-Saloon, League in Syracuse,
said: "I 60 not know of a single Indictment for
violation of the excise, laws of Syracuse. Three or
four of us have secured convincing evidence for
tho Anti-Saloon League; have been in and bought
the drinks, but no conviction has resulted Mr.
Kelton said he had knowledge of 1 certain gam-
bling joint in South Battna-st. which i? alleged to
have pal.l as high as £30 a week for protection.

The Rev. J. B. Knappenberger. pastor of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church, is another who has mads

THE REV. DR. AL.KEET COIT.
Pagtor of tb« olivet Baptist Church, Syracuse.

FII.LMORE M. BMTTTT.
General secretary of the Byracue<i Society for

U» Preyectloo of Crj«ltgf to Cblidrta.

THE RKV PATRICK A I.T'DDEX.
Atehop ot Syracuse.

If there is er.y o:.« rity official cf Syracuse wh»
feem* to enjoy the r^spert and confidence of the
bf?t rle:i;er.t of the population, that man Is Ralph
S. '"*". Csaimlss4or«-r of Public Safety.

"Bo«. ir,fi:.i business." they say. and then
they add "l.ut—or—cr." and they hang on to that
">r" with a Urarity which awakens all kinds of
fear* Finally they confide the familiar suspicions
•bout the Commissioner bstna; \u25a0Us to battle buc-
«s«fuily mm the powers of evil.

"But he has tsM one good thing since he cam*
lt.to offlc*; l.t> has closed out these "frails,' they
admit, and then they add half apologetically, "that

some of them."
The Coir.mi?sioner himself -ays "all of them."

•.?»<: be places emphasis en the expre**lon. To a
Tribune report »r the Commissioner said:

"The greatest evil we have had to do with here
has been these stall*.' or back rooms In •\u25a0loons,
but *« have wlpc« them out now."

\u25a0einr '.--'4 by tn,. reporter that prominent per-»or« |Ti,.isi thrt the *o~ial evil Is still appallingly
Powerful lr. Syracuse, he bn-anw considerably «x-

*"\u25a0** and asked with some warmth:
2* they My these are prevent conditions?""*

tola that there could be no mistaking th»
ZTI*PPUe«I tO prf*ml da» Syracuse by come of
L^

**nt
-

th"
Commlsslor.rr said he knew th»«mul.ion« referred to to b« true of the city under

-<>nn^r .administration-, but •»!«! it was not true•* the present administration
JLT'" '"'," \u25a0•\u25a0*««««\u25a0 method, of th«

hou
Xn ******

with irn of disorderly

wa«.
*
in*

*Can! =»lMlontT eeeraed to be astounded
>orn«d of a cru«l b-at per»i«t<st K<SSSn

the. medium of tho Raines law sotekl have come to

my aottes.
\u25a0'Former ailministrations have not been slow to

make us iimlnslsml that m ip.urt DO4 »\u25a0« UM Puri-
tanical in our enforcement Ol th^ law We have
been toM that to crowd thf lawbreaken too sar4
would be only to wsln matters worse. The truth is
th. politicians an afraid of thf>:n.

"A colored burglar ones said to me when Itold
him Ihad never sasssd d a:iy \u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 his race of
being burKlars before. 'Well. boas, »c's pretty good

imitators.
'

Itis so with Syracuse. Baa may not be
as bad as New-York, but she is a pretty good imi-
tator."

Asked about "graft," Dr. Colt said: "Ihave been
Informed that a financial consideration hrl?s to
keep violators of the law or good terms with the.
politicians. It Is an open secret here that for
yean gambling Institutions have been assessed
weekly or monthly, according to a slicing scale, for
the privilege of carrying on their business. This I
have on the authority of a former detective and
uniler bh'iiff who has figure.lIn raids on delin-
quents, for we do make a show of morality oc-
casionally, you know."

"ItIs recognized as a fact that it is almost Im-
possible to R»'t a case against a wealthy offender
of the excise laws through to a successful issue.
Ifnn Indictment is secured, an acquittal usually
follows, but unless ho Is a poor man he is seldom
Indicted.

"I.,et a poor Polander or any poor person with-
out Influential friends bo caught breaking the
law and he Is promptly punished, but those with
friends politically powerful are allowed to go un-
punished. Evidence which in the i-a*«v of a murder
would send a man to the electric chair seems to
have no welßht against such men.

"The keepers of the disorderly houses are
brought up with regularity. They pay their fines
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One Clergyman Who Doubts the Truth of
Others' Observation.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
P.r: In your issue of t, week ago there was ass

exhaustive article giving, together with the por-
traits of distinguish* : clergymen, a description «s?
the wickedness of Rochester. Statements like th«
eminent divine's to th» effect that all trie theatre*
were running Sunday nights as on other nights)
an* misleading. What are the facts? One theatre
has been used as a church by mam of our largest
parishes for nearly a* year; another is dark nearly
every Sunday nighr. The other two are In th«
habit of having so-called "sacred concerts." a fact
la be regretted, perhaps, but not quire sr» bad a*
the condition suggested. At the- first named \u0084

last Sunday night over three thousand people at-
tended divine service. Iam sure the other theatre*
would not object to "run"like that "every night na
the week."
Ihave lived in Rochester for over six years, and

although the work of my par!3h has kept me too-
busy to engage in the business of professional re- •
former, Ihave not closed my eyes to actual con-
ditions. Ido not think cur city la a hcav-n onearth; we have our problems as well a3 other com-
munities; but we are grappling with them earnestly.
and Ido not hesitate to say that as to sanitary and
moral conditions Rochester stands higher than any
city of the size Ihave seen in this country.

Our police force Is not corrupt, and the most that
has been truly said about it can imp!;.- nothing
more than inefficiency. Iheve always found that
its members have been very willingto help m« ta
giving protection and advice to some of \u25a0\u25a0.- weak*
kneed pari.siiior.-T3. l

Vico is here, but there Is no suggestion of fla-
grancy. I:i some of Its worst forms it does not
exist. Some years ago in a quiet way IInterested
myself with several otters in rlostnji some very
bad "concert halls" which were running without
a licence. We had ell the help we needed from th»
authorities, and they wtr»- closed on«l have . 1;. -d
closeii. "Hall saloons" have been «rs*k \u25a0-*

well.
It Is net true that gambling houses are w!ds

o.ien U\ Rochester. Idoubt Ifthere are any wit:*
evon t:ie sernbluncv of permanency. Most of this
good work wa3 rtonf simfr.- trie supervision of th»
Iran who Is now Mayor of Rorhest»T. He was inns
Comrftijsion-r of Public Safety. 1kr.iw him to b-*
a hishmlnded K,-r.tl-rr.an ant» a man of ir.!epen-
dence .*n.l moral force. He ia in public life from *
hljr'.ipurpose, and !•»» our bi'dt Interest at heart.
ItU c.rtainly an injustice that any one should get

the impr, sston that h» la in any way in sympathy
withevil condlticn*.
i:och»*trr i-s dJ»«nctry a :i"<l town, as ;wns gr»

In America. It muy b« vo^ls logrt a driaH on
tiirviiv I never tried, but :h.>-«» who hav<»
tell DM it is l*>* '»••• Y.'hereyer there are ciubM
for the woll tc do Isuppose rh-r- will h.- jal.ton.i

for tho roor. Itis so in other cities. But crTninly
Sunilay liquor »t»!I'.r!~ h» nof cr:r'ieU on so openly as
1have seen It In a? leaat one other place.
I feel that 1 know Rochester fairly well, and :

ailproutl of my hon-.-\ That is trie poiy reason I
en writing in this strain. Ore of th- ".•• r :. \u25a0 -.
whns^ p-irtrait appcareil !:i y.mr issu<^ has lived
here lnr»;-- a year: swtnr h is been :kt*- a com-
paratively shirt tine Ptrhapa they him* focrul a.l
Ihnv". that it i3castel ti» R.^t D«op[, t > 51". to a
racred coeccTl than t<> a chv.r.h: hut that cj'- bi>l-artiy our fault. We have a probloni ncre \u25a0

• it
is n«>t * hopttlers one. ao« a very wicked one aa<lwe fe<=l w» arc c.aUin:: progress.

MURRAY BARTLKTT. Rector of at. Pa \u25a0
Rochester. N. V., April S. nA.

DT DEFENCE OF EOCHESTEB.

the violation of the laws !nSyracuse the subject of
personal Investigation.

"Ihave not even a suspicion that the laws aro
being enforced in our city." said he. "Ido not
know in what one respect they are being1 violated
more than in another. The city is wide open.
Anybody with eyes can Be* that the saloon* a»a>
selling openly on Sunday. They usually have alto
doors and back doors open and obstructions be—
fore the bar. Sometimes even, these precautions ar«
not taken.
"Ihave been a etargysßßß her* sixteen years

now. and from the* knowledge Ihave, received, the
disorderly houses are openly carried on. There Is
an annual round-up. Th« proprietors pay what Is
called a 'fine' and then they go on uninterrupted
for another year. Ihave understood that these
cases arc not tried In opert court, but are heard la
the magistrate's private office.
"Iknow portions of the city. In which decentpeople who can sell their property are going away

a.« fast as they can because of the spread of this)
evil.

"From What Iknow of the city.Iassume th»
trouble is due larjrely to DOlltical control. Th-»
police cannot enforce the law; if they do. they
are likely to los-s their positions. The depart-
ment is hindered in the oerforrnance of Its duty
by political corruption. Ifthe offices of the police
depended upon finding these p«ot>le and arresting
them they would do so in short order. Now they
cannot find them. and. after all. It would do a*
good if they did.

"Even a man like Jerome could make no head-way mm Syracuse. To begin with, a man Ilk*
Jerome erruld not get in office here. N*o man who
holds radlc.il views on the enforcement of iaw can
hold office in the city of Syracuse.

"The only hopes eems to lie in a possible change
in the excise laws, so thai a citizen can compel the)
enforcement of the law. As the laws grand nowthey serve simply as a fortification for the liquor
business.
"Ihave seen no Imnrovement under the new -d-

ministration. There is not a particle of difference
from conditions under former administrations that
Ican see. and Ihave a good chance to see.

"X\u25a0\u25a0>. under present conditions. th*» only way X
know of to put a stop to the persistent violation
of law In this city la by as-asdination. Nothing
short of that can, stop it."

Mrs. Cora D. Graham, county president of thm
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. said:
"There sag be no. question concerning the violation
of the laws In Syracuse. There are many places)
In town styled places of amusement. They ars»
rea"y more than that, «nd In them the hoys snA
girls are led astray. Repeated failures to mm
enforcement of the law on the part of the oflkdahs
have served to convince us that th« only success*
ful way to Improve things here Is to educate that
children. We have engaged t» organizing then*
into legions and have carried our work; Into the
schools."

As an Illustration of the attitude «sf the cttr of-
ficials toward reform In Syracuse. Mrs. Graham
said that some time ago a movement to secure the;
enactment of & curfew ordinance was started, th«
Idea being to keep ycun«r girls off the straits after
dark. She said that although the petition was
signed by several hundred prominent persona, on-*
or the aldermen so successfully manoeuvred
agnlnst the measure as to prevent Its considera-
tion and to bring about the complete failure off
the rlan.

"1 hardly know." said Mr*. Graham, "whether
the n«w administration really means anything for
good or not. We have had so many promises and)
they have all been broken so often that we haw
lost heart."

E. K. Jenks, chairman of the Prohibition City
Committee, was on* of those who spokf> his ariasl
freely.

"Th*» Sunday closing law Is openly rtolated! hers.*
•aid Mr. Jenks. "Gambling and worse things sr*)

deeply rooted. 'Why. there is one block within a
stone's throw of Police Headquarters and the Ctty>
Hall where gambling la going on continually. A.
man who knows tails me this city is worse than
th*old Fly*,Points In New-York "during: Its most
palmy days. Ipass saloons evenr Sunday where
the law Is being violated, and Inever «•*• a police-
man near Ithink 'graft' is responsible for th«
trouble. When s-ventv-flve or a hundred disorderly
women walk info Police Headquarters and lay
Sown their money m so-called tines.' doesn't islook as If there were •graft" somewhere?"

The Rev. Dr. George B. Spaldln?. pastor of th.»
First Presbyterian Church, when told that peoplo>
In Rochester declared that c!tv rrt be better than]
Syr.«cuso. remarked, "Well t^at was what 3odoa»said cf Gomorrah."
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