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PERILS TO WHICH DIVERS EXPOSE THEMSELVES.
jlOlf SIBM.tRISE WORK IS CAMMED OS -STEVES -

SOS'S EXVERIESCE IS THE DIVERS HELMET.

V [th Mi lag caught fast in the suction of the

tV.v'- Btaa, which held him a hundred times more
. than any mere fi<-sh and blood octopus., cty fee; away from his faithful companions

working the air ]>ump on the raft nbove. yet prac-

n rr.other corner of the universe; shaking

the kansß of r.lvers who came down through the

I BfeMO aatT to work over him m vain, and
•\u25a0•.- r.way apaln, with only the puff-

• • ..- i.'.r sfjaMlßS Bto his helmet through

ik-like he- to record the seconds which
dragged like ap^s. with a mind perfectly clear to

eonjore up a thousand Images In which death
\u25a0spa r iihim. "Bill" Hoar only

pjaaaf aaafel that Mat*iv not only the most peace-
, BMSt onssl smaaaat of nature.

When the diver Is initiated !nto the mysteries

cf the deep he is extremely cautious. Then tie ap-

bea far Dtore thin after he ha*become at^cus-

ssßMd K> -»s strange surroundings the perils of his

new life As soo:: as 1\u25a0<\u25a0 as donned his armor,

nhose very hideous:ies« would eeem to Indicate the
gnan bßtkbsS In that ut:natural element Into

\u25a0fett be ventures, and has sunk bencatk the sur-
fu. c. every sense begins to act In a weirdly dis-
torted fashion. He thinks he see» obiects within
H whiih in r*ality are far remote. ll*

frf the four fundamfntal elements, earth, fire.
»jr tai water, fire is generally regarded a* the

most terrible. Yet « death in flame has the ad-

*arta*e nf a quick aellreranco of the tortured soul.

But >p who MBa a vlcMni to water, as the diver
frequently cs. is likely to die so slowly that the

minutes of his ancuish ftreioh out Into Ir.trrmin-

able t>>"-is of time. Or.c sed only imagine what

pr., • flu | g» the mind of Hoar Ike two clays and

« • :c'.: that he is bcHcoai to have lived at the

1 of the reservoir, waiting for aid which only

aiTne in \c!n.

The tSßftMa of the diver's Mfc are little resized

I th' world on land until one 1? killed. Some fifty

£J vrr« nrr \u0084i work almost cver> day in the wat< is

rt KeO>T«rk BastJar. V. as lnrg as they perform

t»,r!r task? BBBBBsSMb; they remain us obscure
,',, ;"Sr 88l haur.ts. W!:ile Beoaraai off barna,l'-s

j.,,.n
, \u25a0\u25a0 ms. or patching holes in 888888

hulli1. or mendlnc pipes under the East River, tlieir

*rork. even if\nsibl«, I? too commonplace "to point,sMBBi °r adorr. .•> tale." Even when there is a

wr^k. nn.l lives m-e last. BsW think of the patiant.
-;,..:;::»: BMT, BiM r"!*!1 through the watery

salo>-r.F of the f:»an:v:iiis o4brings to the sur-
J,,e Xh< pallid ror;is-.

I: inaoafß of BUI' Hoar the. other day at the

%Cttn»r'°\u25a0 t!:f Boor.ton reservoir, however, the land-

lubber pets a glimpse into submarine life which

jnakes lum i^ush and ;»nnder. Itis a vague glimpse.

f jt QJa Bfjhead with the wildest fancies. Why

;. Cr choose so «n occupatU«t be
ajV.^ himself \\hat weird scenes the diver must
,". the courw of Ms life! Wtet n strain on his

;,::\u25a0- .uri lieart to work encj.sfd in such ponderous

I These ar.d other quest lor.s crown on the

B:,]4"of one who has learned of 'Pill" Hoar's Mt»
te.

hand and propped upon my feet like an Intoxicated
sparrow.

' _
As the wolf differs from the St. Bernard, so the

diver of old titr.es contracts with the professional
diver of to-d;i>. The former was a sort of scav-
< Bfjer of tl:e «Kcp. The latter is a servant of man-
kind. In the lays When Spanish treasure ships

ssak along Use aanlltaa ooasta, there was many a
thrilling?t"ry of flnu who went down even un-
aided by >!l light costumes and discovered fortunes
•if submcrK, ti BJOM- With the introduction of diving
suits at ihe end of th^ eighteenth century, many

:uiv<ntn;< rs dar><i t-' iii.ik- still <1« e?er conquests of
the sea. :\-.<\ a few won sodden rind enormous
wealth Of pin-li the poet pang:

In the I'Bvfrnideep of the ocean ooM
The rilvpr is swkliiK a tfOMSSS* of sold,
Ilisklng his lif<-fui UM \u25a0pen of a wreck,
Tak rick ce:r» fmm Th* <I»>ad on tlio deck.
Ah. fearful mrh i^uh:* '\u0084 the iilv»-r must 1«.
\\luklTic :i:no In ".he SeBUMI 'if the »ca.

In Whitstnhle. a maritime town of England, six
mil« from Csntejbaif. there still stands a street
full of coupes called "Dollar Row." A Whitstable
CBIBH by the mo of (Baaa chanced to visit Gal-
way, and hearing that one of the vessels of the
S;>anish Arm;i«!a had been sank In the harbor, with
great cheats of Spanish doubloons aboard, he hired handing A BOARD to A divkr WVT*T

WHICH TO STOP A LEAK UNDER TUB KEEL
Or THE BOAT.

not puffer while ?tii: in the water, but aflat cesalag

to the Billfsii'e. After a protracted immersion his

orfrans do not read as nu'.ck'.y to the lighter press-
ure and the sweUtnga from air BBShfcag out

through the tissues do not subside as rapidly.

Divers say that cv n if Hoar had 1 < en taken out

at the end of o: \u25a0 day, when a eoanrade diver
found him alive, bs would have afterward died

from shoclc.
Ordinarily the experience.] dhrer as he slowly

descends does not notice any aensaUOßS in.it are
painful. He feels a cracking of tii- ear drums,

which he relieves by koeplag hi* mouth oaca .''nd
swallowing frequently, lie does no( tad it much
harder to breaths until he sets very deep, when
the air has a drowsy effect oa his ssaßea. llor.r at
sixty feet was not deep enough, divers say, to have

felt any drowair.ers. <>t; the i ther band. all
that his mind WJU dear and alert. O:

the. usual "stay down" the cracking! of Ik
b--gln again, and np;;in the; any bs checked b>
swallowing, an act a-Men forcr> air of the same

density a? that oatstds throogh the eastachiaa
tubes into thr chamber behind the ear drum. TJa-

less a man has a heart thut !.- perfectly lOtind, and
lungs that ar<- specially strorp ho shoUM BOVOT

don the div-M's armor. Even With those he some-
times Is compelled to abandon suoaaartae work
after a year or two. a loan man nsnerally Bkawi
the most endurance for this kiml of Ufc, and the
diver who works aocpcßt for the New-Torh wreck

-
Ing companies Weighs enly Ml jioun.lp. and is of
only ordinary physique.

Another peril which the diver ncountera is the
"somersault." Bscaass of the *• it weight of bts
helmet he is likely to turn turtle despite his l«ad
EOled boots. InSuda Bay. island af Crete, s diver
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FIVE THOUSAND BOOKS STOLEN WIFIiIN A YEAR

NEWYOMK'S FREE LIBRARIES ABE HEAVY SUF-

FERERS AT THE HANDS OF SNEAK THIEVES.

A DIVER IN CI'BAX WATERS ATTACKED BY A SHARK.
Reproduced from "Good "Words" by courtesy of the publishers.

nrvER Df m,T, cortt-aifi

rents. in which he, willon" day w;rk. He i-»arn«
to be. a diver's te-ider. tho man who hoMs the life
line nnd air t!ine o? a direr, and these nr« pome of
the stßn^ls with which he becomes familiar:

Because of the Isolated character of his work
a few become divers with the idea that It affords
a chance to loaf. At first the lazy man may

fool Ms employer completely. He is completely
hidden from sight, and If bo ebOO SB as may sit
down In the mad, lean his ponderous helmet Sgamst
the Bide of the Wreck an it^ii.- \u25a0 1-..., In the mean
time., the psu h.indlrrs work away, and the ten-

der watches steadfastly for a si mat, thinking all
the time that their submerged npanloo is toiling
laboriously. After his nap. the diver may rome op
and announce that the Job Is especially hard, and
he must needs go down Bfaln. Wo one can con-
tradict him. No one B9OWI bat himself. In order
to prever. t luf.lirK most employers of divers ban
introduced eloctlfa Ulltptuwitlsl by which they can
communicate With .1nun an] tir.:* th^y choose.

"Hut even a telephone v.ill not feaz» smne of
them.*1 said on mnster diver. "I had a man OBjS

ttnM who 1 thoug^it was lc\il'nff. and 1 made him
wear a MM with a telephone. Bren tha Isus-
pected Mm of napping Iwould have t.> call
several times before getting him sometimes. So
:if ]-.. I iv<> him a Job thit 1 had already exam-

of the British battleship Hood recently lost his
balance while at work on a sunken torpedo and
hung for five hours heels over head under some
forty feet of water He, had tangled his lines with
the. hawser, which he had .-uta.-hed to the torpedo,
and with which his companions above were at-
tempting to hoist. When re.^.-ueri at I«?t by a
fellow diver he was found unconscious, but alive.
In another half hour, however, he would have
drowned. Because the pressure, of air had not been
sufftVleut, water had leaked in ni.d collected In the
helmet When La-wan found the wafer had risen
to within a quarter of an bscfe af liis no.«tril«. In
tropical waters sharks monace a diver with such
ferocity that h*> Is only safe Wbsa working In a
great cylindrical c

Ined. and knew would tnke him no more, than tif-
tern minutes. He wan down an hour, nnd yet no
sigi.al. Without letting the ere v know, lest they
wo'ild waks ,ilm up through connivance, 1 slipped
down the otiMf sfda of th« boat and went around to

When he was. There Ifound him at full stretch
li tho mad of the bottom, with his feet Bench un-
der the fluked of a cast-away anchor to prevent him
from turning a somci-.sa-.1t."

COINS IN CORNERSTONES.

One pullof air hoy More air.
Two pulls of air hove—baa air.
Three pull*of air hose Pull It up
One pull of life line Haul up working rope
Two pulls of life line—Lower working rop«
Thr'e pulls Of life line Haul up diver.

As the pressure of the water Increases on th*

diver's suit nt about the rats of ore pound for
every two feet, the apprentice must lenrn boar to

munaue. the nlr pump. He nni"-t memorize the fol-
lowlr.tr table and see thru the gauss of the air
pump tallies to It as nearly as possible:

Depth Pounds I ii.i.th Poun-U
of <Jlv«t prei i:< a ofdiver i>r»«nrr a
In feet. M.j tn-h inf.-et »i In.-li.
20 •"'* W* .14V
SO 12%

'
?m> M

40 17 Hi100 4.V,
IK> 21 no 47**
00 IM-;;120 ft2>»
TO 10111
A diver may be killed or his life shortened many

years If the air is not given him at th© right
pressure. On the aorfaca of the water the atmog-

ph«=re presses ngalnst all parts of his body about
fifteen pounds to the Piuare Inch. Yet the pressure
Is as much from withinoutward as In the opposite,
direction, and so neutralizes Itaotf. As soon Mthe
diver descends Into water the prftPFtire of air

against his flesh must bo Increased Just enough to
prevent the ponderous bring helmet In which his
head Is Incased from crushing his shoulders.

A peril which constantly menaces the diver is
the, breaking of his air pipe. Wherever he goes

he watches lest he cut Iton some sharp projection.
The moment that It snaps. th» air pressure within
his suit is Rone and the, dead weight of nil those
feet of wat« pounds his helmet with the. lor of
a trlphnmm?r. As his body is Charged with air
at a high pressure this air rashes outward, thus
distending such elastic organs as the eyes and ear-
drums to bursting.

"Iremember a case where a diver's hose broke."
said Captain McCloud. chief diver of the Merrltt
A Chapman Wrecking Company, tho other day, as
he. complacently smoked his I.i1•*• on the top floor
of the Whitehall Uulldlnc. "He was at work on a
sunken -.:.::.- ship, and he was down somo sixty
feet. All at once the air Dump haiidles whizzed

clap* y.'B hands with difficulty, and hears no
••end; yet a knock on the aide of a ship Tilth his
knuckles rives the ring of a be!L His body has an
unusual lightness, so that a little leap willcarry
turn over vast spaces. His sose« of smell has baas
«taihlla.t*d. The air which puSs Into his helmet,

•si thrn. leaking out through the escape valve
back of one ear, bubbles up to t'ue surface as ifout
Of the snout of a porpoise, at first had the scent of
(sacolae oil. In a few minutes It becomes utterly
e« 'less

When the father of Robert Ix>uis Stevenson was
fcu.ifllr.f. the breakwater at Wick, the future author.
then cr.ly a lad. saw a diver at work, and was over-
come with & curiosity to learn how the under
•"orla of water looked. So. without more ado than
asking the "armored man" to let him go along, the
key became a diver, too.

"Itwas gray, harsh, easterly weather." he wrote
to flescrlblnit Ms experience afterward. "The stveii
r»n POtty high, and out In the open there WtTt
Skippers' daughters,' when Ifound myseif at last
•a the diver's platform, twenty pounds of lead BB \u25a0

•art. foot, and my whole person swollen with j-!y
•*Ply of woollen underclothing. On« moment the
•alt wind was whistling around my :ii«h'
•«•*. the next 1 was crushed almost double under
*\u25a0* weight of the helmet The attendants began to
turn the hurdy-gurdy, and the air to whistle
thrruph the tube. Some one screwed in the barred
Window of the visor, and Iwas cv.x off in a moment
from ay fellow men, standing there in thoir m!<lst.
bat quite divorced from Intercourse; a creature deaf•*• Cumb, pathetically looking forth upon them
from a climate of his own. But time was scarce
fives me to realize my isolation. The weights were
fcunr upon my back and breast, the (signal rope was
tfaruet Into »ny unresisting hand; and. setting a
t*"*i;typound foot upon the ladder. Ibegan ponder-
—lr to flajosat.

"Twenty rounds below the platform twilight fell.•**IBMmC myself Ina low. green heaven, mottled
*tta vanishing b«lis of white. Except for the
*"*«>spokes and shafts of the ladder, there was

•*\u25a0*• but a green gloom, somewhat opaque, but
**ryrestful and delicious."

He \u25a0peaks of meeting his fellow diver "Bob"
"•>.. and ados:

"There we were, hand to hand and (when It
£*****«•> ere to eye; yet cither might have burst
\u25a0•\u25a0••f with shoutlnc and not a whisper come
to hi« companion's beating. Each InhU own little
*orM•* air stood lneotnmunicably apart.-
"I***•a Uttle Impulse from my toe-_ Up I

TJr**^'**'
•

bird, my companion soaring at my
<J«. Higher and higher 1 pursued my impotent

\u25a0OS empty fllcht, Ever when the strong arm of"ob hac checked my ,hou!<Jer. my heels continued
j_-r tsosat. to that Iblew out sideways, like an- *•*****&*»*4 UUbaule4 la fc&ad era*

There are still buried treasure ships whose exact
situations are known to mariners, but which are
inaccessible because of their (?re-at depth. Divers
equipped with the 1resent hm.-'s and rubber uni-
forms cannot go deeper than 100 feet, and even at
this depth only a few can remain more than five
minutes. One hundred and twenty feet Is the. limit
for most miners of the sea, for at this depth they
are under a pressure, of four atmospheres.

Within only a day** sail from this city sailors
\u25a0ay that {12.000,000 In gold and silver Is sub-
merged. One may take a boat Rt Bergen Beach
and row out to where it is directly over a chip
containing a treasure worth t4o.f>>»:). Rl^h. with gold
from Cuba, the schooner H.-irsrave lies off Barne,-

ffet. Even In the belt whi<\: tni-ircles the, skeleton
of !hr* srho«»ner's captain $50,000 worth of jewels

are said to be- hidden. Near Turks Island, which is
situated north of llaytl.rests a ship containing a
half million dollar fortune, which was a companion
to anotliT vessel sunk In shallower water near by
In which American divers succeeded In digging up
JI.&Ou.VJO. On th<* north coast of Venezuela, not far
from i'umara. IBS Si'^r.lsh flagship San Pedro still
wallows i:j the oose with $12,000,000 aboard In coin.
plr»te and Jewels. Off the Cuban coast a United
St.it. > steamer vrlth J2.000.0i00 of California gold
has defied every «'lv«r who has attempted to reach
lt_ Th.- Zuyder Zee of Holland has come to be
known as the graveyard of ships. Among its many
wrecks is the, still aßSSaabed French man of war
which sank with a treasure estimated at $7,000,000.

For the reason that man can venture only a few
feet down Into the sea. the diver of these practical
modern times has abandoned his hunt for treasure,
and has become a skilled laborer at IS a day.
Though his wages are larger than many kinds of
workmen earn, nevertheless they are less regular,
and the diver who »arns $150 a month is regarded

lucky. lie is indeed fortunate If he can obtain a
steady job in the Dock Department, for the city
employs eight divers at (5 a day throughout the
year, with only four hours of labor In the twenty-

four and $1 25 extra for every additional hour.
Hnar had obtained such a position the day he died.

Inpreparing for his work the diver must serve a
long and tedious apprenticeship. For the reason
that he will be called on to do the work of various
trades, such as those of mason, carpenter. Iron-
worker, plumber and mariner, he must master the
principles of all these vocations. He generally
serves three years as a member of a wrecking
crew, and In addition to everything else h» studies
tbs cb&r&ctar ci U* waters, VbJlx (Je*Ui *oA out*

a diving costume ami searched the bottom of the
bay for three long weeks At last he. found the
treasure. .Vint as the tradition had described It.and,
returning to his native* town, he built "Dollar
How

"

round like tho flywheels of an engine when the .
belt Blip*off. find with a hiss that so>:ndod like a
snake's, the hose cauia writhing and twisting to
the surface. Before the tender could yell for help .
a great bubble exploded right under him, followed

'
i.>\u25a0 a string of smaller ones.

"Well, we pulled up that lifeline all In one
breath, We got that helmet off, and pulled off
his suit. We thought him dead. His eyes bulged :

out till they looked like, fingers, and his eardrums ,
were Mowed out like little balloons. Around his i
neck where the heavy braes rim. of tho helmet. I

struck him there was a livid black circle, which ;
looked likt> burned wood. But he came out of It.
He's alive, but llfo isn't much good to him now.
One side is paralyzed and the other now Is getting
numb."

At depths less than sixty feet the ordinary diver j
can work hour after hour, but below that Limit ho
must take frequent rests. Four hours constitute
a day'- work at nil depths. Thus, at seventy feet
he works three-qja:torß of an hour and rests fifteen
minutes. At eighty foot he works forty and rests
twenty minutes. Thus tho ratio continues until at I
U0 feet few divers can work more tbiia ten minutes,

'
Wbsa a, dlvsr baa suaye a down too leaf, to* dots

Origin of a Custom Rigidly Observed for
Many Centuries Past.

Very terrible in its sinister significance is the
custom of putting coins under th»> foundation stone
of a building about to be erected, for these pieces
of gold and sllvf-r and bronze, art the latter <iay
equivalents of tho human beings that would once
have been immolated there and there immured.
They constitute tho ransom for blood that by
rights should bo BUM, but Is not. This latter ter-
rible- us« was at one time wellnlghuniversal, anil
traces of it survive almost where. In many
parts of Europe, for Instance, when the hole is dug
to receive this same foundation stone, the masons
will entice to the spot some stranger. Then while
...no engages him in conversation another will creep

behind and measure his shadow, the measure stick
being nfterward burled and mortar stamped down
on top of it. Or they prepare a tiny coffin. Insldo
which Is a doll, for BBS In tho same way, or rude
ima«. jof babies In swaddling clothes are similarly
Immured.

And in not fi few out of the way part 3of the
world, whose inhabitants stand psychically about
where •"• did twenty centuries ng«. the original
custom still prevails in all its primitive- hideous-
ncss. I i»ly last yar, at Moddok. In the Caucasus,
thrco builders WOTS arrested for kidnapping and
murdering a lad. whose body they afterward built
into the foundations of a tower they were erecting.
InISCS two children, a boy and a girl,were similarly
consigned to a livinggrave by some laborers work-
ing on a blockhouse at Duga. in Asiatic Turkey.

A house that wus being built at Scutari became
shaky. A "wise mar." whose advice was sought de-
creed that the defect would Increase unless a
human victim were walled Into the foundations.
So the three brothers who wore working at It
agreed among themselves to immolate and lmmurr
the first of their wives who came to the place to
bring them food. Similar Instances mightbe multi-
plied indefinitely. InISBS. when Holsworthy Church
in Devonshire, England, wan being restored, \u25a0

skeleton with a mass of mortar plastered over th-
mouth was found imbedded In an angle of tin
building. That the castle of Llebensteln might
stand impregnable a child was bought for hard
cash from its peasant mother and walled Into th»
donjon tower. A roll was given the little one to

eat while the masons were at work, and the un-
natural parent stood by to quiet It In case It cried
out. "Mother, Ican see you," laughed the. child.
when the Wall was breast high. "Mother, Isee a
little of you still." Then, walllngly:"Mother. Isee
nothing of you now."

in the museum at Algiers is a plaster cast of the
mould loft by the body, of one Oeroiilnio, who wti^
built Into a "block of concrete hi the angle of the
fort la th* sixteenth cealury.-^w Louis Ulot>«-
Dejaoorat

A Valuable Discovery by a German Physi-
cist.

Invar, an alloy which, when heated, contracts tot*
stead Of expanding, has recently been invented by

Dr. Guillaune. the physicist. It consists of nickel
and steel, therefore of two metals which each for
Itself expands rather considerably in heat. Correct
measurements have, however, shown that Dr.
Ouillaune has really produced alloys which, when

Iheated, expand even less than marble or wood,
and when slightly changed in their compo-
sition even contract when heated. Proportions of

Icompositions of alloys nave also been found so
that they neither expand nor contract, bat remain
the same in all degrees of heat.

The Importance of this Invention Is extraordinary.
For scientific as well as for practical purposes,
measuring Instruments of Invar, as the Inventor
calls the new alloy, will render most superior ser-
vices. Already objects for tropical surveys have
been made of it. Such measurements always suf-
fered from certain Inaccuracies owing to the ex-
pansion of the metals In the heat and required nu-

\u25a0>\u25a0••'-"•
' -

Measuring \u25a0«ticln far 1»"
oratorie», as wen as for offlcial gauging, are also to

be made of this new alloy.
Dr Outltoaae has made a special alloy to correct

the unrest of naval chronometers by the medium
defect of temperature. Such a chronometer, recent-
ly tasted at the observatory at Kew. near London,
had only a deviation of .Itof a second a day. and
for an Increase of temperature of Idegree Fahren-
nelt each the deviation was only .004 of a second &
lay more. That pendulums of invar, therefore.
must exoil by their unchangeable and even swtaaa
is self-evident, and the tests made at the same ob-
servatory have demonstrated that even In dtflar-ance» of temperature of It degrees CcL simple
pendulums of invar rods showed only a di»vla-'on
of .2 of a second a day. It has to bo added that
these pendulums had no equalising a;tachmen;s
bu: consisted only of rods. With these example*
the number of uses of invar is certainly not at allexhausted, and undouDtedly m»:«i' more wIUm une^4J-^r»u«Jos%Vtwa. W TW

•

A NEW ALLOY

cf missing bocks under the fellow's bed. Nearly

all sj«ra poetical wnri.i
"Why dtd you steal th?m?" asked the library

official.
"Ilove try." the young German declared. "I

must have It aro; 1 me. Itook the bookj to read
and r*-ad them."

"Not to pel." scoffed the library r.::>.n.
"Oh, you wrong me, sir. Iam poor, out not dis-

honorable. Ilove poetry- Indeed. lam a poet."
In support of this he produced some very bad

poetry. Racing sheets found In his pocket niori

than overb.ilam this evidence, however, and MM
German got sixty days' imprisonirv.T.t.

A sisca of string is in Itself -i-1 innocent a thing

as one could imagine. Produce s piece inone of th<)

reference libraries, and as long as you remain in
the buiMir.g the eye of an attendant will be upon
you. It Is all because a piece of string is the fa-
vorite Instrument of the all liftera.

The method is simplicity itself. The string 's
placed In the mouth until thoroughly moistened.

Then it Is slipped into the book at the place from
which the plate Is to be taker.. Th» book Is the:i
closed, ana its own weigh: presses the wet string
through the paper. Most nv.itila.tors prefer this

method to the knife, as less likely to attract at-

tention.
At the Lenox Library OH thieves are at a higher

order of Intelligence, and greater skill BO* b»
used in watching for them. This is i!ue to the higher

class of books kept at the Lenox.
The "true lover" book thief hi the most common.

That Is what the library people call those who

steal books without any idea of selling them, but

purolv from a derire to have fin*books about them.

This sort of thief will take most -rate rtaTJ
secure a favorlt? volume. When caught he is moat

jxnitent and !» good -\t beysrtns off.
The many books at the Lenox having valuable

plates and engravings are a great temptation to ths

"plate lifters." A young man was recently suspect-

ed of stealing engravings. A aiaila111 was secured

and his room searched. Nearly fifty valuable plates.

were found, ar.d he confes-*?d to setlir.? many more.
The art galleries at th* L-r.ox need constant

watching. At the noon hour a few months ago

some thief tore from its wire? a small painting by

Sir David Wilkie. He succeeded in selling it. but
wh*n the dealer read of tha library's loss ho

promptly returned the rair.tlnc.
N>w«inpcr files are mutilated continually. It la

so much easier to clip a d<\*tred article than to

copy it. The damage tOM I", this way cannot be
repaired, fa* after the til^s Ml a few year*

old It Is impossible to secure* duplicates at any

prici». Although ;i reward of S» Is offered for in-
forming on mutilatars. fewfcw arc ever caught.

The ipr.n who has charge of the patent records

has to keep a particularly slvirp lookout. Patent
attorneys send their cK"-ks to steal design plates

ar.d drawings which none b'lt an experienced
draughtsman could copy. It!\u25a0» much cheaper unless
they are .-aught, Bad there l-ia fine to pay Many

are wlllir.s;Is take the risk.
A writer for or." of the encyctopordlas issued r.n

long ago get into trouble by trylag to save hfmsolf
some work. He w-is caughr cutting a desired
chnpter out of a valuable boast

New-York is n-u the only |Cm* where the llbrari'3
suffer. Latssn are often r«*--eived from librarians
In various part 3of the. cnir.try. asking fir sugges-

tions In th* way of protection from thieve. Bos-
ton. Philadelphia, «*hi:-asr> and St. Louis frequently
report the theft of valuable volumes. All cf th«
big universities suffer from the library thief. H»
Is generally a stu<ient. and is seldom punished be-
yond expulsion from, the university. There BSjaa

been cases of thU sort recently at Harvard and
Columbia.

An attempt is now being male in England to es-
tablish free access in the circulating libraries. Th»
great loss which the New-Y^rk libraries suffer each
year is being dwelt upon by opponents of the meas-
ure.

The library officials can devise bo system which
wi.'iild :'?f"rd sr«.:iter security than the en-» tn use.
without affecting the uti'ity >>: the library. Th»
present slip system requires signature and address.
Itcould hardly be made more exacting without in-
suit to the* self respect of the thousands of honest
persons who use the library With from five hun-
died to six hundred readers -i day at th© Astor. and
about half that number at the Lenox, no amount offwatching can bring about the return of every vol-
ume withdrawn. That the loss is not greater is due.
to th* i-ievtr^ess of the wll trained staff, some of
whom seem ;o be able to tell a would-be book thi*Xby Instinct.

Sorry Ibroke the rules. Will bring back the
\u25a0all the next time Icome to town.

L'arly in the year word came to the librarian that

he Ottendorfer Brunch was suffering heavily from
imysterious thief. One of the secretaries was put

in the case. He learned In some way that a young
.>rm»n, livingIn Bast Xlnth-st., near Seeond-ave..
had a lot of books la Ms room.
AtdllUdMVqb lUMIaNA
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In the Astor And Lenox libraries a slip must be
made out for all books used, with the exception of
about five thousand volumes which are on the refer-
ence shelves. These are mostly largo books, and
some of them are screwed down.

One would think that unabridged dictionaries
would be safe in a crowded library', yet not long
since an enterprising thief was caught in the act
of carrying one out. Now, the dictionaries are
chained to the wall.

Many persons walk off with books In good faith,
and do not seem to be able to get It through their
heads that a reference library is not circulating.
There Is a sign :o that effect at the door where
one would think all must see it. but every we«k
almost some one makes th« mlstaJce.

A few weeks ago the library missed a valuable
t-arly edition of Burns'a poems There was nc trace
of it until the end of two weeks. Then came this
postal card from a little town In New-Jersey:

\:u nut yet through *ith Hums. Please renewj.iok for two weeks, and oblige.

A letter was written explaining that the volume
was not for circulation, and asking that it be re-
turned at once. There came another postal card
'rum New-Jersey:

Inpronouncing sentence on a public library thief
who had been convicted in his court, a judge once
MM:

"Stealing books from the libraries of the public

is one of . the unspeakable crimes— like stealing

coins from the eyes of dead men or robbing the
poor box that hangs in the church entrance I

take pleasure In sentencing you to the full penalty
prescribed by the law. Iam sorry Ican give you

no greater punishment."
In a few days another Judge will probably have

the privilege of pronouncing sentence on one of

a gang of library thieves, which 1* believed to

have robbed the Mm and Lenox libraries of a
number of choice volumes, Including costly copies

of Hawthorne's "Grandfather's Chair." Browning's
"Pauline," a reprint of the 1833 edition: George

Bancrofts poems, published in ISC', and E. P.

Roe's "Eureka." These books are all rare, and

at auction bring from $10 to $50 a volume.
The thief was captured in an old book store, where

he was trying to dispose of a volume from the
Astor Library. The cleverness of two library em-
ployes and the friendliness of the proprietor of

the book store made it possible. The man gave

the name of Leon Comber*, of No. 53 East One-
hundred-and-third-st. He denlei his gull:In spite

of the evidence of the stolen book, and would not
admit that he wits one of a gang.
In speaking of library robberies to a Tribune re-

porter the other day. ore of Dr. John S. BllUngs's
secretaries raid:

"Wo have undoubtedly been the victims of a
well organized gang, of which this fellow Oornberg
is probably the leader. Their method was simple
and well calculated to throw off suspicion. Gom-
berg an-1 a fr+end wrrald coma her* and Brady
catalogues and price lists. They found out the
books which command a premium from collectors
and In whles. of the libraries the book was kept.
A few days later some accomplice, a stranger at

the library, would appear with a request for some
American first edition. He would turn In a slip
with a false name and address, and away with
the book when opportunity offered.

"This Is not the first gang that has worked the
libraries on one system or other, though It Is the
first we have been BBtS to detect. The New-York
libraries have never suffered any very serious
thefts at any one time, and the thieves have <!:«•-
posed of their booty with aßea skill ar.d rare that
we km get track of th^m. The ("tomber* crowd
would probably have avoided detection If they had
not been In sort) a harry to realize on their booty."

The libraries of the !'\u25a0:•,".1 States have never suf-
'.< re.l from wholesale robberies, as have the libra-
ries of Europe. fount Llbri. an official of the
French Qowrniiit, holds the title, of king of
library thieves, sine his operations In the middle
of Urn last cent:iry. His official position gave him
fro* access to the collections in monasteries and
government institutions In all parts of the country.
H. used rare Judgment and took nothing that was
not of great salao. When he had made a collec-
tion of thousands of rare volumes he shipped them
to EngTrnri and held an auction. It netted him
many thousand pounds. Charge after charge was
brought against him. but ho was never punished.
Us whs Just a little ton high up.
In tills country the libraries suffer from the petty

thief, who Is satisfied ifht> gets away with a vol-
»m» or two a month, and the poor book lover who
steal* that lie may have, his favorite volumes
around him. Even more of a pest than those who
steal books outright are the "plat» snappers" and
mutllutnrs Some steal plates In order to sell them,
some, mutilate rare volumes seemingly from sheer
wantonness, but the majority clip and slash
through sheer laziness.
A couple, of hundred dollars a year would cover

the loss on books stolen from the Astor Library,
and a slightly larger amount the Lenox losses.
But in the circulation department the loss is more
serious.

l«»st year the loss from circulating libraries. *o-
cording to I>r. Billingss report, was S.OY> volume?.
The year before the net loss was 3.430 volumes. Of
the total expenditures, for maintenance, repairs,
new books, eta. 1.3 per cent goes for the replace-
ment of stolen books. Of the amount spent for
books It takes 13 per cent to replace those stolen.

The. reason for the heavy loss from circulating
libraries Is due to the fact that the public has free
access to the stacks. From 1530 to ISSS. when there
was restricted access, the loss was from two to
twenty volumes a year. Then the shelves were
thrown open that the, public might have the pleas-
ure of picking out its books by something more
than dry. often misleading titles. Immediately
the loss Jumped to 2.000, and Is constantly on the
Increase, despite tho watchfulness of the library
employes.

diver ooMi>rr> OTT or the water
m^oroduced Trota -»mimi**'» Macuio*** by uiuuir or

tb« eaUlihaul

THE RESCUE OF A DIVER IN" SDDA BAY, CRETE.
He ha*i 'beer. sent flown to attach a hawser to bti unexplored torpedo, but a swift current upset him.

He. became entangled In the life line and was suspended for several hours head dowr..
(JUpro<:uc»s from "Th» Wlc» World" mm^&z'.r.e, by courtesy of th« publisher*. Copyright by Oor«« HUMI-t<J )


