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THE RESCUE OF A DIVER IN SUDA BAY, CRETE.

Fe had been sent down to attach a hawser to an unexploded torpedo, but a swift current upset him.
ecame entangled in the life line and was suspended for several hours head down.
MReproduced from *“The Wile Warld” magsazine, by courtesy

He 1

Claps his hanfs with difficulty, and hears mno
Sound; yet a knock on the side of a ship with his
knuckies gives the ring of a bell. His body has an
tUnusual lightness, so that a little leap will carry
him over vast spaces. His sense of smell has been
Snnihliated. The alr which pulls into his helmet,
end then, leaking out through the escape valve
back of one ear, bubbles up to the surface as if out
®f the snout of a porpoise, at first had the scent of
Machine ofl. In a few minutes it becomes utterly
oforiess

When the father of Robert Louls Stevenson was
Building the breakwater at Wick, the future author,
then only & lad, saw a diver at work, and was over-
®ome with & curiosity to learn how the under
World of water looked. So, without more ado than
Ssking the “armored man™ to let him go slong, the
Doy became a Atver, too.

“It was gray, harsh, easterly weather,” he wiote
0 describing his experience afterward. “The swell
fan pretty high, and out In the open the
Skippers' daughters,’ wizen 1 found myself at last
R the diver's platform, tweuty pounds of lead upon
ach foot, and my whole person swolien with ply
on ply of woollen underclothing. One moment the
Mt wind was whistling around my nightcapped
Bbead: the next I was crushed almost double under
the Weight of the helmet The attendants began to
turn  the hurdy-gurdy, and the air to whistle
Wrough the tube. Some one screwed in the barred
of the visor, and 1 was cut off in a moment

from my fellow men, standing there in their midst.

but Quite divorced from intercourse; a creature deaf
and @umb, pathetically looking forth upon them
from « climate of his own. But time was scarce

* Eiven me to realize my isolation. The weights were
2pon my dback and breast, the signal rope was

thrust into my unresisting hand; and, setting a

twenty pound foot upon the ladder, I began ponder-

©usly to Gescend.

“Twenty rounds below the platform twilight fell,
nd I found myeel? in & low, green heaven, mottled
With vanishing bells of white. Except for the
Weely spokes and shafts of the ladder, there was

but a green gloom, somewhat opague, but
restful and delicious.”

Speaks of meeting his fellow diver
and adds:

We were, hand to hand end (when 1t
us) eye to eye; yet gither might have burst
with shouting and not a whisper come
tompanion’s hearing. Each in his own little

re were

?

“Bob™

:‘ of alr ®stood incommunicably apart.-
£&ve a little mpulse from my toe.. Up I
®oared ke a bird, my companion soaring at my

bigher I pursued my impotent
Ever when the strong arm of
shoulder, my heels continued
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{ long and tedious apprenticeship.
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DIVERS EXPOSE THEMSELVES.
HOW SUBMARINE WORK IS CARRIED ON—STEVEN- |
SON’S EXPERIENCE IN THE DIVER'S HELMET.

wolf differs from the St. Bernard, so the
diver of old times contrasts with the professional

the

diver of to-da) The former was a sort of scav-
enger of tl The latter is a servant of man-
In day when Spanish treasure ships

mg the American coasts, there was many a

ry of divers who went down even un-

~ostumes and discovered fortunes
With the introduction of diving
the eightecnth century, many

end of

1« » make still deeper conquests of
the A, Ay 2 ew won sudden and enormous
wealt} Of suclh the poet sang

| ocean cold

e of gold,

wt of a wreck,

e dead on the deck

» the diver must be,
cpths of the sea

In Whi bi me town of England, six
miles fror . there still stands a street
full of “Dollar Row.”” A Whitstable
citizen f (3ann chanced to visit Gal-
way, and one of the vessels of the
Spanist n sunk in the harbor, with

loubloons aboard, he hired

DIVER COMING OUT OF THE WATER
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a dlving costume and searched the bottom of the
bay for three long weeks At last he found the
treasure just as the tradition had described it, and,
returning to his native town, he bullt “Dollar
Row:" ¢

There are still buried treasure ships whose exact
situations are known to mariners, but which are
1 cessible hecause of their great depth. Divers
equipped with the present brass and rubber uni-
forms cannot go deeper than 200 feet, and even at
this depth only a few can remain more than five
minutes. One hundred and twenty feet is the limit
for most miners of the sea, for at this depth they
are under a pressure of four atmospheres.

Within only a day‘s sall from this city sallors
say that $12000000 In gold and siiver Is sub-
merged. One may take a boat at Bergen Beach
and row out to where it is directly over a ship
containing a treasure worth $40.9%. Rich with gold

from Cuba, the schooner Hargrave lies off Barne-
get. Even in the belt wi 1 encircles the skeleton
of tha schooner’s capt $0.000 worth of jewels
are sald to be hidden r Turks Island, which is
situated north of Ho: rests a ship containing a
half m n doliar fc , which was a companion

to another vessel sunk in shallower water near by
In which American divers succeeded in digging up
$1.600,000. On th wrth coast of Venezuela, not far
from Cumara, the Spanish flagship San Pedro still

wallows lu the ooze with $12,000.000 aboard in coln,
plate and jewels. Off the Cuban coast a United
States steamer with $2.000,000 of California gold

has defled every diver who has attempted to reach
it. The Zuyder Zee of Holland has come to be
known as the graveyard of ships. Among its many
wrecks is the still untouched French man of war
which sank with a treasure estimated at $7,000,000.

For the reason that man can venture only a few
feet down Into the sea, the diver of these practical
modern times has abandoned his hunt for treasure,
and has become a skilled laborer at § a day.
Though his wages are larger than many kinds of
workmen earn, nevertheless they are less regular,
and the diver who earns $150 a month is regarded
lucky. He is indeed fortunate if he can obtain a
steady job in the Dock Department, for the city
employs eight divers at § a day throughout the
year, with only four hours of labor In the twenty-
hour.
Hoar had obtalned such a position the day he died.

In preparing for his work the diver must serve a
For the reason
that he will be called on to do the work of various
trades, such as those of mason, carpenter, iron-
worker, plumber and mariner, he must master the
principles of all these vocations. He generally
serves three years as a member of a wrecking
crew, and In addition to everything else ho studies

HANDING A BOARD TO A DIVER W*TH
WHICH TO STOP A LEAK UNDER THE KEEL
O THE BOAT.

G

not suffer while still in the water, but after coming
to the surface. After a protracted immersion his
organs do not react as quickly to the lighter press-
ure, and the sweilings from  air pushing out
through the tissues do not subside as rapidly.
Divers say that even if Hoar had been taken out
diver

at the end of on~ day, when a comrade
found him alive, he would have afterward died
from shoclk,

Ordinarily the experienced diver as he slowly

descends does not notice any sensations that are
painful. He feels a cracking of the ear drums,
which he relieves by keeping his mouth open and
swallowing frequent He does not find it much

harder to breathe u | he gets very deep, when
the air has a drowsy eifect on his . Hoar at
“sixty feet was not deep enough, div v, to have
felt any drowsine On the ot 1 believe
that his mind w clear and aler rising after
the usual “stay down' the crackings of the ears
begin again, and again they may Dbe checked Dby
swallowing, an act which forces air of the same
density as that outside through the eustachian
tubes .imn the chamber behind the ear drum. Un-
less 2 man has a heart that is perfectly sound, and
lungs that are especially strong he s uld never
don the diver's armor., E th these he some-
times s compelled to submarine work

after a year or two. A lean r generally chows
the most endurance for this kK of life, and the
diver who works deenest for the New-York wreck-
ing companies weighs only 140 pounds. and is of
only ordinary physique.

ncounters is the
-at weight of his
his lead
a diver

Another peril which the diver
“somersault.”” Because of the gi
helmet he is likely to turn turtle despite
coled boots. In Suda Bay, island of Crete,

A DIVER IN CUBAN

WATERS ATTACKED BY
Reproduced from “Good Words” by courtesy of the publishers.

A SHARK.
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DIVER IN FULL COSTUMR

rents, In which he will one day work. He dammns
to be a diver's tender, the man who holds the life |

line and alr tube of a diver, and these are some of
the signals with which he becomes familiar

One pull of air hose—-Mores alr

Two pulls of air hose—Less alr,

Three pulls of air hose—Pull it up

One pull of life line--Haul up working ropa

Two pulls of life line—Lower working rope

Three pulls of life line—Haul up diver

As the pressure of the water Increases on tha
diver's sult at about the rate of ona pound for
every two feet, the apprentice must learn how to
manage the air pump. He must memorize the fol
lowing talle and se¢ that the gauge of the alr
pump tallles to it as nearly as possihle:

Sy RO
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281 | 120
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A diver may be killed or his life shortened many
years If the alr is not given him at the right
pressure. On the surface of the water the atmos-
phere presses against all parts 6f his body about
fifteen pounds to the square inch. Yet the pressure
is as much from within outward as In the opposite
direction, and so neutralizes iteelf. As soon as the
diver descends into water the pressure of air
against his flesh must be Increased just enough to
prevent the ponderous brass helmet in which his
head is incased from crushing his shoulders,

A peril which constanfly menaces the diver s
the breaking of his alr pipe. Wherever ha goes
he watches lest he cut it on some sharp projection.
The moment that it snaps. the alr pressure within
his suit is gone and the dead weight of all those
feet of water pounds his heimet with the force of
a triphammer. As his body is charged with air
at a high pressure this alr rushes outward, thus
distending such elastic organs as the eyes and ear-
drums to bursting.

“I remember a case where a diver's hose broke,”
sald Captain McCloud, chlef diver of the Merritt
& Chapman Wrecking Company, the other day, as
he compiacently smoked his pipe on the top floor
of the Whitehall Bullding. “He was at work on a
sunken sugar ship, and he was down some sixty
feet. All at ouce the air pump handles whizzed
round like the flywheels of an engine when the
belt slips off, and with a hiss that sounded like a
snake's, the hose came writhing and twisting to
the surface. Before the tender could yell for help
a great bubble exploded right under him, followed
by a string of smaller ones.

“Well, we pulled up that lifellne all in one
breath. We got that helmet off, and pulled off |
his suit. We thought him dead. His eyes bulged
out till they looked like fingers, and his eardrums
were blowed out like little balloons. Around his
neck where the heavy brass rim of thoe helmet |
struck him there was a livid black =ircle, which |
looked like burned wood. But he came out of it
He's allve, but life isn't much good to him now.
One side Is paralyzed and the other now is getting
numb.”

At depths less than sixty feet the ordinary diver
can work hour after hour. but below that limit he
must take frequent rests. Four hours constitute
& day's work at all depths. Thus, at seventy feet
he works three-quarters of an hour and rests fifteen
minutes. At elghty feet he works forty and rests
twenty minutes, ‘Thus the ratlo continues until at
110 feet few divers can work more than ten minutes,

'Whea & diver has stayed down t0o long. he does

of the British battleship Hood recently lost his
balance while at work on a sunken torpedo and
hung for filve hours heels over head under some
forty feet of water. He had tangled his lines with

dribune,

the hawser, which he had attached to the torpedo, |
and with which his companions above were at- |

tempting to hoist. When rescued at last by a

fellow Alver he was found unconsclous, but allve. |

In another half hour, however, he would have
drowned. Because the pressure of air had not been

sufficient, water had leaked in and collected in the |

hélmet.
to within a quarter of an Inch of his nostrils. In
tropical waters sharks menace a diver with such
ferocity that he is only safe when working in a
great cylindrical cage.

Because of the {solated character of his work
a few become divers with the idea that it affords
& chance to loaf. At first the lazy man may
fool his employer completely. He is completely
hidden from sight. and if he chooszes he may sit

down In the mud, lean his ponde: helmet against
the side of the wreck and take a n In the mean
time, the pump handlers work aw and the ten-

der watches steadfastly for a signal, thinking all
the time that their submer
laboriously. After his nap, t!
and announce that the job 1= espe«

er may come

fally hard,

When he.was found the water had risen |

1 companion is toiling |

and |

| rles of rone Count Libri, an officlal of the
French Government, holds the titla of king of
library thieves, since his operations in the middle
of the last century. His official position gave him !

he must needs go down again. No one can con-
trazdict him. No one knows but himself. In order
to prevent loafing most employers of divers have
frtroduced electric telephones, by which they can |
communicate with a man any time they choose !
“But even a telepl not feaze some of |
them,” s=ald on X “l had a man one |
time who I nd T made him
wear a suit a phone oven 1 I sus-
pectéd him of napping I would have to ecall
everal times before getting him sometimes. So
it last T gave him a job that I had already exam-
ined, and knew would take him no more than fif-
teen minutes. He was down an hour, and yet no
slgral. Without letting the crev know, lest they
wonld wake aim up through connivance, 1 slipped |
down the otner shda of the boat and went around to

where he was. There I found him at fuil stretch
fr the mud of the bottom, with his feet stuck un-
der the flukes of a4 cast-away anchor to prevent him
from turning a somersauit.”

ORNERSTONES.

COINS IN C

Origin of a Custom Rigidly Observed for
Many Centuries Past.

Very terrible in Its sinister sign!ficance {s the
custom of putting colns under the foundation stone
of a bullding about to be erected, for these pleces
of gold and sllver and bronze are the latter day
equivalents of the human beings that would once
have been immolated there and there Immured.
They constitute the ransom for blood that by
rights should be shed, but is not. This latter ter-
rible use was at one time wellnigh universal, and
traces of it survive almost everywhere. In many
parts of Europe, for instance, when the hole is dug
to recelve this same foundatien stone, the masons
will entice to the spot some stranger. Then while
one engages him in conversation another will creep
behind and measure his shadow, the measure stick
being afterward burled and mortar stamped down
on top of it. Or they prepare a tiny coffin, inside
which is a doll, for use In the same Wway, or rude
images of babies in swaddling clothes are similarly
immured.

And In not a few out of the way parts of the
world, whose Inhabitants stand psychically about
where we did twenty centurles ago, the original
custom still prevails in all its primitive hideous-
ness. Ouly last year, at Mosdok, in the Caucasus,
three bullders were arrested for kidnapping and
murdering a lad, whose body they afterward built
into the foundations of a tower they were erecting.
In 1865 two children, a boy and a girl, were simllarly
consigned to a Mving grave by some laborers work-
ing on a blockhouse at Duga, in Aslatic Turkey.

A house that was being bullt at Scutari became
shaky. A “wise marn" whose advice was sought de-
creed that the defect would Increase unless a
human victim were walled into the foundations.

{ S0 the three brothers who were working at It

agreed among themselves to immolate and Immure
the first of their wives who came to the place to
bring them food. Simllar Instances might be multi-
plied indefinitely. In 1885, when Holsworthy Church
in Devonshire, England, was being restored, 2
skeleton with a mass of mortar plastered over the
mouth was found imbedded in an angle of the
building. That the castle of Liebenstein might
stand impregnable a child was bought for hard
cash from its peasant mother and walled into the
donjon tower. A roll was given the little cne to
eat while the masons were at work, and the un-
natural parent stood by to quiet it In case it cried
out. “Mother, I can see you,” laughed the child,
when the xu’l was breast hlfh. “Mother, I see &
little of you still.”” Then, wallingly: “Mother, I see
nothing of you now.”

In the museum at Algiers is a plaster cast of the
mould left by the body of one Geronimo, who was
bullt into a Kk of concrete lu the angle of the

century,~(8t, Louis Globe~
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- Le Boutifticr Broifiers

HOUSEKEEPING LINENS

FOR TOWN AND COUNIRY

at
PRICES GREATLY REDUCED

Ar: offering Bleached and Unbleached Damask Table Clolfis

and Napkins, all sizes.

Hemstitched and Fringed Lanch Cloths and Sefs.
Hemstitched Sheels and Fillow Cases.

Bedroom, Ba'h and Kitchen

Towws’is.

Broken lines and slightly soiled lots of rich Hemstilched and

Hand Embroidered Bedspreads,

Sheets, Fillew Cases. Shams,

Scarfs, Teacloths, Doylies, Shirt Waist Faiterns, &c., at
HALF REGULAR PRICES.
Our stock of Imporfed Linen Sailings is inciuded in this sale.

Le Boutillier Brothers

West Tawenty-third Street.

FIVE THOUSAND BOOKS

STOLEN WITHIN A YEAR

NEW-YORK'S FREE LIBRARIES ARE HEAVY SUF-
FERERS AT THE HANDS OF SNEAK THIEVES.

In pronouncing sentence on a public library thief
who had been convicted in his court, a judge once
sald:

~Stealing books from the libraries of the public
is one of .the unspeakable crimes—like stealing
coins from the eyes of dead men or robbing the
I

poor box that hangs in the church entrance
take pleasure in sentencing you to the fuil per
prescribed by the law. I am sorry I can give
no greater punishment.”

In a few days another judge will probably have
the privilege of pronouncing sentence on one of
a gang of library thieves, which i3 belleved to
have robbed the Astor and Lenox libraries of a
number of cholce volumes, including costly coples
of Hawthorne's “Grandfather’s Chalr,” Browning's
“Pauline,” a reprint of the 1833 edition: George
Bancroft's poems, published In 182§, and E P
Roe's “Eureka.” Thess books are all rare, and
at auction bring from $10 to $ a volume.

The thief was captured in an old book store, whera
he was trying to dispose of a volume from the
Astor Library. The cleverness of two library em-
ployes and the friendliness of the proprietor of
the book store made it possible. The man gave

o3

| the name of Leon Gomberg, of No. 58 East One-
He denied his guilt in spite |

hundred-and-third-st.
of the evidence of the stolen book, and would not
admit that he was one of a gang.

In speaking of library robberies to & Tribune re-
porter the other day, one of Dr. John S. Billings's
secretaries sald:

“We have undoubtedly been the victims of a
well organized gang, of which this fellow Gomberg
is probably the leader. Thelr method was simple
and well calculated to throw off suspiclon. Gom-
berg and a friend would come hers and study
catalogues and price lists. They found Odut the
books which command a premium from collectors
and in which of the libraries the book was kept
A few days later some accomplice, a stranger at
the library, would appear with a request for some
American first edition. He would turn in a slip
with a false name and address, and away with
the book when opportunity offered.

“This is not the first gang that has worked the
ltbraries on one system or other, though it is the
first we have been able to detect. The New-York
Itbraries suffered any very serious
thefts at one time, and the thieves have dis-
posed of thelr booty with such skill and care that
we seldom

would

have never

any

¥ have avoided detection If they had
h a hurry to realize on their booty.”
es of the I'nited States have never suf-

not been

The |

fered from wholesale robberies, as have the libra- !

free access to the collections in monasteries and
government institutions In all parts of the country
He used rare judgment and took nothing that was
not of great valua. When he had made a collec-
tion of thousands of rare voiumes he shipped them
to England and held an auction It netted him
many thousand pounds. Charge after charge was
brought agathst him, but he was never punished.
He was just a lttle too high up

In this country the libraries suffer from the petty
thief, who is satisfled if he gets away with a vol-
ume or two & month, and the poor book lover who
eteals that he may have his favorite volumes
around him. Even more of a pest than those who
steal books outright are the “plate snappers™” and
mutilators. Some steal plates in order to sell them,

some mutilate rare volumes seemingly from sheer
wantonness, but the majority clip and slash
through sheer laziness

A couple of hundred dollars a year would cover
the loss on books stolen from the Astor Library,
and a slightly larger amount the Lenox losses.
But in the circulation department the loss is more
serfous.

Last year the loss from circulating libraries, ac-
cording to Dr. Billings's report, was 500 volumes,
The year before the net loss was 3,48 volumes. Of
the total expenditures, for maintenance, repairs,
new books, etc., 1.3 per cent goes for the replace-
ment of stolen books. Of the amount spent for
books it takes 12 per cent to replace those stolen.

The reason for the heavy loss from circulating
libraries is due to the fact that the public has free
access to the stacks. From 1850 to 1888, when thers
was restricted access, the loss was from two to
twenty volumes a year. Then the shelves were
thrown open that the public might have the pleas-
ure of picking out its books by something more
than dry, often misleading titles. Immediately
the loss jumped to 2,000, and Is constantly on the
increase, despite the watchfulness of the library
employes.

In the Astor and Lenox libraries a slip must be
made out for all books used, with the exception of
about flve thousand volumes which are on the refer-
ence shelves. These are mostly large books, and
some of them are screwed down.

One would think that unabridged dictionaries
would be safe in a crowded library, yet not long
since an enterprising thlef was caught in the act
of carrying one out. Now, the dictionaries are
chained to the wall.

Many persons walk off with books in good falth
and do not seem to be able to get it through their
heads that a reference library is not circulating.
There is a sign to that effect at the door where
one would think all must see it, but every week
almost some one makes the mistake.

A few weeks ago the library missed a valuable
early edition of Burns's poems. There was nc trace
of it until the end of two weeks. Then came this
postal card from a little town In New-Jersey:

Am not yet through with Burns. Please renew
sook for two weeks, and oblige.

A letter was written explaining that the volume
was not for circulation, and asking that it be re-
turned at once. There came another postal card
from New-Jersey:

So I bro th bring back
boot"t'ho next kt.lmo :';:‘l;.. to iwoa‘n. oy -

Early in the year word came to the librarian that
‘he Ottendorfer Branch was suffering heavily from
. mysterfous thief. One of the secretaries was put
m the case. He learned In some way that a young
erman, living in Xast Ninth-st., near Second-ave..
had a lot of books in his room.

& visit and

get track of them. The Gomberg crowd |

| of missing bocks under the fellow's bed. Nearly
all were peoetical works
‘ hy did you steal them?”" asked the Hbrary

official.
“I love poetry,” the young Cerman declared.

1

must have it around me. I took the books to read
i and read them.”
“Not to sell,” scoffed the library man.
\ “Oh, you wrong me, sir. I am poor, but not dis-
honerable. I love poetry. Indeed, I am a poet.”
In support of this he produced some very bad
poetry. Racing sheets found In his pocket more
than everb: red this evidence, however, and the

German got sixty d nt

A plece of string is in it
as one could imagine. Produce a p
reference libraries, and long
the building the eye of an attendant will be upon

prisonm

cent a thing
e in one of the
you remain in

as

as |

you. It is all because a plece of string is the fa-
|
| vorite instrument of the plate liftera.
The method is simplici itself. The string '»

thoroughly meoistened.
ok at the piace from

placed in the mouth until
Then it is slipped into the 1}
which the plate is to be taken. The book is then
closed. ana its own weight presses the wet string
thre h the paper. Most mutilators prefer this
method to the kunife, as less likely to attract at-
tention.

At the Lenox Library the thieves are of a higher
order of intelligence, and gre skill must be
| used in watching for them. This is due to the higher
class of books kept at the Lenox.

The “true lover™ book thief is the most common.
That is what the library people call those whe
steal books without any x of selling them, but
books about them.

tor

to h

} purely from a desire v v
| This sort of thief will take most Jesperate risks to
l gecure a favorits volume. When caught he is most

l penitent and s good at begzing ofl.
| The many books at the Lenox having valuable
plates and engravings are a great temptation to the
“plate lifters.” A young man was recently suspect-
ed of stealing engravings. A warrant was secured
| and his room searched. Nearly fifty valuable plates
were found, and he confess>d to selling many more.
The art galleries at the Lenox need constant
| watching. At the noon hour few months ago
some thief tore from its wires a small painting by
Sir David Wilkie. He *d ling it. but
when dealer read library's loss he
promptly returned the p
Newsnaper files are m ated continually. It 19
so much easier to ¢l sired article than to
it. The damage done In this way cannot be

a

succes

of

L

the

copy
'rap\:.—-d. for after the files are a few years
old it is impo to 8o« dup! tes at any
price. Although a reward of ffered for in-
forming on mutilators, few . caught.
The man who has charge of the patent records
has to ke arp loo Patent

rks to steal design plates
experienced
eaper unless
Many

attornevs

and but an

¥ none
drau t ould copy. Itis
they are caught, and there Is a
are willing to take the r

A writer for one of the clopedias issued not
long ago got into troubie by trying to save himself
some work. He w caught a desired
chapter out valuable b¢
ot the only place where the lbraries
from librarfans
ng for sugges-
Bos-

r

e to pay

cutting

of a k

are often received

suffer ters
in various parts of the com
tions in the way of protection from thieves.
ton, Philadelphia, Chicage and St. Louis
‘re;\ort the theft of valuable volume All of the
| big universities suffer from the library thief.
| i1s generally a student, and is dom punished be-
yond exp jon from the university. There have
been cases of this sort recently at Harvard and
Columbia.

An attempt is now deing made in England to es-
tablish free access in t! ting libraries. The
great loss which the New-York libraries suffer each
year is being dwelt upon by opponents of the meas-
ure.

The lbrary officials can devise no system which
would afford greater security than the cne in use,
without affecting the utilit the library. The

resent slip system requires signature and addrees,

t could hardly be made more exacting without in-
suit to the self respect of the thousands of honest
persons who use the librarw With from five hun-
dred to six hundred readers a day at the Astor, and
about half that number at the Lenox, no amount of
watching can bring about the return of every vol-
ume withdrawn. That the loss is not greater is due
to tha cieverness of the wall trained staff, some of

whom see:: (o be able to tell a would-be book thief
by instinct.

2S.

A NEW ALLOY.

A Valuable Discovery by a German Physi-
cist.

Invar, an alloy which, when heated, contracts ine
stead of expanding, has recently been invented by
Dr. Gulllaune, the physicist. It consists of nickel
and steel, therefore of two metals which each for
ftself expands rather considerably in heat. Correet
measurements have, however, shown that De
Guillaune has really produced alloys which, when
heated, expand even less than marble or wood,
and when slightly changed In their compo=




