
The Admiralty admits buying four large Ger-

man «team*hip». whU-h will be converted into

*-rul««ers. It la t>< lievcd that th* Admiralty Is
negotiating al^- for the purchM* °- four Blmi'.ar
vessels from the Vnitrd States.

VLADIVOSTOK LOOKS FOB SIEGE.

Flans toKeep the Garrison inGood Health
—

Barracks Ordered Destroyed.
Vladivostok, April 16.—Lieutenant General

L.inevltch, In command of the Russians InMan-
churia, will, Itis expected, confer with the com-

mandant or Vladivostok regarding measures to

be taken to prevent this rity from being cut off
and to preserve the health of the garripnn in

case Of elege. Ord» rs have BStB) is!=ue<l for the
maintenance of cleanliness by the Inhabitants of

<he city,and for the destruction of the Chinese
»nd Corean barracks.

TOGO'S SHIPS STRUCK.

Speaking with Authority
The Unmistakable Verdict of
the Foremost Living Musicians

I. J. PADEREWSKI:
"The Pianola is perfection."

HAROLD BAUER:
"Iconsider the Pianola is superior in
every way to all other piano-forte play-
ers."

JOSEF HOFMANN:
"Iunhesitatingly pr« nounce the Pianola
the best of all p'ano-playing devices."

JEAN G!RARDY:
"Ofnil pUno-players, the Pianola ia -un-
questionably the best; of this Iam th»r- |
oughly convinced."

JOSEPH SLIVINSKI:
•Th»» Pianola is undoubtedly the great-
e*t j'iano-player in the world."

LEOPOLD GODOWSKh
"Ihave no iMSltaney In expressins; my
great preference for the Pianola."

JOHN PHILIP SOUSAj
The Pianola is unquestionably the beet
of all piano-players."

MARK HAMBOURG:
"The Mrtrostyle places the Pianola in a
musical position far ahead of any other
instrument of this nature.**

MOKIZ ROSENTHAL:
"Nothing has more closely approached
he.nd playing than the Pianola."

LUIGI MANCINELLI:
"Tn<* Pianola Is a wonderful Instrument.
Nothing Ihave ever heard before could
be called ;trti«ti<- in the true sense ot
that much-aouse'l word."

I.J. PADEREWSKI:
"Idesire to order another Pianola for
use in my residence. Wi'l you kindly
select an instrument In rosewood, and
hnrt packed with tt rolls of mr*fp and
shipped via steamer?"

Amonc eth»r well !-.r.0-*n musician* who h»v» »»,onsl>- Ind?>rs#-J th» Pianola mm PawrM TVwph«m. Alnt»
Bur*»talier. Lillian Blauvelt. Emma Calve, R.i Co'.onnr. Ear' Caruso. V. \u25a0!•• Pa"hmin. J*an <1r Tt**,<.

Andreas Dlpp«l Mme. Oa«i.«'.ci. Alfred Hertz. Ma 1
-

Jourr-t. Frlt.r K:f*!»r.Jan Kabßlik. Mauri.\u25a0» Mr>«»-
k«w«ikl Felix Mr.tt! Raoul lliriio. Pol Plan<-«n. Alfred I»«lswnan»T, Fmi! sau-r. A. Scottl. Mmr Sch-j-

m»nn ilelnlc. Erneit yon Dnhnanyi. Anton yon Root. FVcny Bioomfleld «tc.

The significance of these and hundreds of similar statements rests
in the fact that they are the voice of authority. They are the earnest
convictions of great artists who have investigated the subject of
piano-players and who know whereof they speak.

Xo ex-parte statements can compare in weight and impresstveness
with (these carefully formed opinions from musicians whose names and
fame are world- '.vide.

s
By the aid of th» Pianola any one

—
no matter how far removed from the realm of

music has been his previous life
—

may play the piano with faultless technique and the
greatest variation of expression. The Metrostyle, the latest development of the Pianola,
carries the idea much further and furnishes most valuable assistance in the interpretation
of a composition. Its importance is such as to warrant a personal investigation by any
one interested in music.

Pianola, $250; with Metrostyle, >300.
May be bought on moderate monthly payments.

15he AEOLIAN COMPANY.
Aeolian Hall. 362 Fifth Avenue, near 34th Street.

Selling Agents: Frederick Loeser & Co., Brooklyn: Lauter Co.. Newark.

Tun of Bombarding Fleet Dam-

aged, Russians Say.

Ik Port Arthur. April IS 'Delayed in transmis-
y f=icr).—At «i o'clock this morning a small Jap-

r ar.ese squadron appeared or. the horizon and

soon drew off, ant at about 10 o'clock *>. fleet c.f
twenty-three vessels was sighted. They formed

in two divisions, one taking up a position be-
hind Lao-Teal an, shelling the shore and the
Tiger Peninsula, v bile the other bombarded the

Golden Hill and other batteries from a point

opposite the roads' The fire was continued
Intermittently urtil 1 o'clock in the afternoon.

Th« Russian ships replied with an Indirect
fire and made good practice, one phot damaging

a Japanese cruiser. According to Bssas reports

two Japanese ships were injured. There was no
damage done to the forte or the town. Pome
Chir.ese were killed and a few Chinese and Rus-
sians were wounded.

CORE AS HEAW IX)SS.

Papers Revive Talk of Alliance—
The Petropoilovsk's Loss.

Ft. Petprshurg. April I«>—The paper* here,

which since the Anglo-French agreement had

been filled with news of the holidays and the
ctirrit.g happenings of the last few days, nre
now discussing the treaty significantly anl In a
friendly fashion, finding therein promise of bet-. ttons with <ireat Rritain and a h«W and
heavy blow to German prestige, the plan for
German hegemony having been already upset
by the Russo-Austrian and Franco-lCilian

AXGLORCSSIAX AMITY.

The official add. .1 that the gradual wipingout

of the Russian navy might have the neasActal
HTect of reducing the European naval arma-
ments. He pointed out that the British nava!
plan contemplated a strength equal to the navies

of France. Germany and Russia, whereas the

present gradual elimination of the Russian navy

would permit Great Britain and other countries
to reduce their naval programmes without al-
tering their relative Ftiencth.

The prospect of an Anglo-Russian accord is

receiving serious attention in official and diplo-

matic link:;, t>.e trend of sentiment being that

it will end in an Anglo-Frcnch-Kussian agree-

ment. The view of the highest French officials,

however. I? that this agreement Is not imminent,

but is likelyto be realized after the close of the
Japanese war. The officials say that cer-

tainly there will be no consummation of the
ectord so long as the war lists. They specify
Great Britain's relations with Japan as among

the reasons why tbe accord will not be realized
Immediately. Moreover. French government
opinion does not appear to be favorable to such
a far reaching readjustmrnt of European poli-
tics before the end of the war.

The effect of an Anplo-Ru=slan accord upon
the United States Is betas discussed in diplo-
matic quarters. One of the ambassadors re-
marked that Great Britain would gain from Ru«-
tia all the United States had lost through recent
misunderstandings.

This Is a further blow to Russia prestige,

and every men Mow will add to the length and

bitterness of the war. If Russia ultimately
wins, as «• believe she will. the loss of the
Petropavlovak will be one of the lar«eat items
of the war indTnnity which Japan willhave to
pay.

Paris. April I<*.--Th» Russian naval disaster
displaces all other topics. The view is held In
government quarters that It willhave the effect

Of iostpcnlng peace. A leading official said to-
day:

Russia's Recent Disasters—French
VitW of British Alliance.

BLOW TO SPEEDY PEACE.

Tho Japanese Officers in Disguise
Caught Xcar Harbin.

.ii.April16.—Two Japanese officers of the
..! staff have arrived here, having been ar-

rested by the railroad guard eighteen miles f,rom

tnls place. Tany *•»» dressed M Tibetan

lamas.
In attempting to ape they forsook their

tents, in which were found sixty pounds of high

explosive?, a fuse, a string of keys to unscrew
railroad nuts, and othrr tools.

They intended to blow up the bridge over the

Xonni Kiver. near Fullardi. The prisoners

showed great coolness, confessing that it was

their Intention to destroy the railroad.

PIX)T TO WRECK BRIDGE.

Every desirable grade and article of clothing; all the
toilet accessories, and every other adjunct of the nursery

necessary for the comfort and welfare of the baby, is here In

unparalleled variety, and at reasonable prices.

60-62 West 23d Street,

From the simplest and plainest little things of wear, to

those in which the finest fabrics are enriched by the most

skillful and elaborate handiwork.

Inno other store !n the world Is Infants' Outfitting car-
ried to such perfection a3 with us.

The Outfitting ofInfants.

Art Exhibitions and Sales.

The loss is estimate at 53.0^,000.

The heaps of smouldering ruins are being
jrtiarded by a coruon of vigilant soldiers. The
superstitious populace is depressed over the fire,

_ansin|f it as an evil portent. There was ex-
treme fear for the American Legation for a

Many Coreans belie\e that the burning of the
. palace has a politicalaasnificanre, in that it will
. force the Emperor to return to the Kyong Bok

Palace, In the outskirts of the city, where the
Queen was assassinated in 1V.d, and from which

. the Emperor fled to the Russian Legation. The
Emperor, however, refuse* to return, saying

that the palace is haunted by the murdered
',Queen. He prefers to remain In the Imperial

:Library. ;n.~*.he Klusclken builcing, wher« he
took refuge during the tire, until the palace Is

rebuilt. The electric plant, which was (Je-

•itroyed, will be reinstalled.

Palace's Destruction Costs $3,000,000
• Emperor Xcn'ou*.

\u0084-„- Seoul, April 15.
—

The Emperor received in

audlenc* this evening the members of the dip-
lomatic corpe. He had apparently recovered

. -» from the chock caused by the bs:rr.!ng of the
palace. His intimate frier.ds report that he is
still nervous, however.

General Haraguchl, the commander of the'*
Japanese force« here, has established a censor's

p cfflr*e at his headquarters In Seoul, and will
alee probably establish a similar bureau at

"\u25a0•Chemulpo, which Is more convenient than Xaga-_
.es-kl. where dispatches have up to the present

:: beer censored.

time. American marines formed a bucket bri-
gade and Minister Allen took extreme precau-
tions •• prevent the flames from reaching the

. legation.

All the Korean povernment records and ac-_ counts were lost, together with much treasure.'

:. No battle has been fought at Wi.lu. The
Russians occupy Etrongly fortified positions at

;• Chlu-Tien-Cheng;, on the Mancburian side of
the river, and ;.bout ten miles north of Antung.-
and on Tiger Hill, a rocky promontory jutting

;"out MS) the Tata River. The Japanese forces
L and batteries are screened l>ehind the hill be-

tween the river and 'Wiju.

RUSSIA'S FOSCE ON TEE YALU.

Japanese Confident of Abilityto Cross River

withSlight Loss.
Toklo. April IC—Private advices from Corea

oonfirm the rr;.ort<»<J n-iasslng <>! IK>.<X*jRussian
M troop* on the right bank oj the Vain River, with

the object of opposlns th* JapaJi*»i>e invasion of
Mamhurla. Although it is not known when and
mtier* the Japanese will attempt .•\u25a0 crossing of

(th* Villa, it i* believed that, when ready, they
%-lii force a passage without serious ios.-.

An error «-:»* MMin rti-orthis.the num>r
r|of Kusslant killed Sn a skirmish at the Yalu• Hirer last fjfstlay, west of Wiju. Th« number

was Ri'-r;i as twenty. Only tnree were killed.

THE FIGHTING OK WEDNESDAY.

American An Galleries.
MADISON SQCARK SOITBT. MW YORK.

ON FREE VIEW
RRGINNING TO-MORROW

0 A. M.
to

6 P. 31.

9 A. 31.

to

« P. H.

ORIENTAL ART
The Extensive

AN

Valuable Collection

OLD CHINESE
Porcelains,

Many from the Celebrated
BRINCKLEY COLLECTION.

Extraordinary specimens by the
famous Japanes: potters, TakemoißV
Kozan and Seifu.

Fine old Bronzes, Rare Corean
Pottery, Enamels, Extraordinary

Objects in Silver, Ivory Carving*

Greek and Roman Glass,

OLD JAPANESE
Color Prints,

Modern Water Colors, Japatttfll
Chinese and European ToMbo)

Antique and Modern Jewelry &i
other valuable obiects

WaTihmiiii
'n to

Mr. H. DEAKIN
en

At Absolute Public Sale
On the Afterno-ns of THURSDAY

FRIDAY. SATURDAY. MONDAY an
TUESDAY, April 21st, 22J. 23d. Zoti
and 26tr, at 2.30 o'clock, and on the

evening of MONDAY. April 25th.
*

8.30 o'clock.
Th* «;>l« will be modnrted +f

THOMAS E. KIRBY. of the

AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATE. Managed
•

Kant tM «c.. MaUison 9s«aaa> «\u25a0**%>

Another Account of the Sinking of the
Straahni and the Petropavlosk.

London. April16— A dispatch a) the Central
Xtws from Port Arthur, dated ye-tenJay. give*

T*the following account of the midweek fighting:=—
lAte on Tuesday night eight torpedo boats

put to sea to scout. About ."»:3O tlie next morn-""
Inc. when the flotilla was ratuintm. two boats,
The Strsj'hnt and ihe Smyeli. were -hauled
by th*> ahtoa of th" enemy, which hart hean
cruising In «-he n»"ißhb<irhf»od. out of ranee of

*!the CUT'« Of th forts- Th Strashnl ana the
VSmyell w«rc attacked by six Japanese torpedo

boats, which were covered by four cruisers and
.cwo asUsosoiiis-

A Japanese shell struck the torpedo room of
the BtraaTinS. There was a elvers explosion,

and the boat was corr.nletely wrecked. The
other ton<dn boats turned hack to aid the
Strashnl «nd the armored cruiser Bayan also
earn* to help the Ru«.ian torpedo boats.

The Japanew fire was concentrated on th»
S>vui which picked up five of the Stmshnra

jcrew an« then covered the withdrawal of the
P rest 'or the flotilla, which reached the barber

On* the arrival st the T.ntll'.a Vice-Admiral

HaJhaififT left the harbor with the battleships
"

Prtrop&vlovak. Poltava and Pobieda and the

£ cruiser* Askold. Diana and Xovik. and attacked
the Japanese fleet. The latter beffan to retire.
ana the Itujsslan battleship* turned toward the
harbor.

On their ay back the explosion occurred on-
board the P»tropa\iov*lc which sank In two

minutes. Seventy-five members of her crew
were picked up. but the rest, about &£> men.
aorlaaaa. Torefitenacin. the painter, who was
on boa.rd the Petropavlovsk, perished.

TtHb &rt»moon the bodies recovered after the
OJnjiSolOß xemrt buried.

With Count and Countess Cassini Goes to

Baltimore in Two Hours.
(DT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRtnfKß. ]

Baltimore. April16.—Miss Alice Roosevelt, daugh-
ter of the President, accompanied by Count C.-is-
slnl, the Russian Ambassador, and his niece. Coun-
tess Casslnl, made a fact run from Washington to
Baltimore this afternoon in a large French auto-

mobile of the latest type. The, run was made In
less than two hours, and by the time the pnrty
reached this city they were thoroughly chilled by

the north winds and covered with dust.

MERCHANTS FAVOR SEASIDE PARK.
The Merchants" Association, representing eight

hundred ilrms and one million employes, which is
so influential in working for the city's good, yes-

terday pa:«ed resolutions calling for the creation
without delay of a Bal£ air breathing place for the
people Concerning tho value of such a place. Will-
iam F. Km| said 'hat the time was now ripe for
the cltv to acquire a recreation place by the sea-
side. •The selection by the city." said Mr. King,
•of a spot where multitudes of th»> young could *;>•

and enjoy surf bn thing and the invigorating nv-.ze*
of the ocean, and Indulge in Innocent nmu!>tMn»ttt
and •rvattons. free, from all corrupting Intluencej.
should be hastened ns •«pe«rtily as j>o*sU>le."

F. K.I\.-nilieton. of the K-«-Vork City Improve-:
ment- Commission formerly known as the. "City
Ho&utlful Commission." declared yesterday that
th. project was of so much Importance to the city
that he felt the necessity of- immediate public
hearings before the organization of which he Is
chairman.

The Rev. Dr. BUcer of All Souls' Unitarian
Church, said yesterday that public meet Inn fur-
thering the movement, like th«- one held at Cooper
Union recently, would soon l.« held in various parti
of the city, urflng ths city official* to tilt*action

MISS ROOSEVELT INFAST AUTO RUN.

Was on His Way Home—Sent for to Settle
Father's Estate.

Jeaaaa J Nagle, of Boston, was found daai In

hi* room in the Herald Square Hold yesterday.

Death was iWS, according to the hotel physician.

Dr. J. T. Weßtermann. of No. 6 Kast Thlrty-see-
ond-Bt., to nnme sort of a flt.apoplectic, he thought.

Nagie had been in illhealth, and was returning
to Boston from iinehurst. N. C where be had
been seeking recuperation. He had often stayed at

the Herald Square before, atnl was wll known to

Dr Westermann. He wa« last seen alive early

yesterday. Aft»»r a chaml»-rm:ii«l baa tried sev-
eral times in vain to enter his room yesterday, the
roam was entered by a door from an adjoining
room, an<l hl« body, fully dressed, found oh tho
floor. Thfr« was troth ahout the lips and the fao»
was discolored and distorted.

A letter was found, from J. J. Cnleman. of Bos-
ton, supposed to be one of the excutors of his
(Nagle's) father's estate, asking him to come home
to settle up his affairs and referring to an in-

Icheck for $10".

FIT FATAL TO A BOSTON MAN

Accidentally Hitby Weight Thrown

by Rival- Skull Fractured.
William F. Cook, fifteen years old. of No. 6 Kaat

KiKhty-secun<l-*t.. a Stadent In the Browning
School, at No. 23 \Wut Flfty-fifth-st., was serious-
ly Injured yesterday at the Interscholaxtlc meet
under the auspices of New- York University, on Its
field on University Heights. A 12-pound shot,
thrown by Paul J. lluuniMirt.-ti. another student
competing in the games, struck him in the back
of the bead, and he is now at St. l.uW* Hospital
with a. fractured skull.

liaumgartr-n la a son of VVi'liam Bnumgarten, a
furniture dealer and manufacturer, who lives at
No. Js*4 Riverside Drive, and has stores at No. 223
Fifth-aye. and No. aM Bast Forty-fourth-st.

< 'ook is* a son "if Henry F. Cook. :imember of
the watchcaM manufacturing tirm of Joseph
rahys Hi Co., at No. W Maiden Lane. At 1o'clock
this" morning it was *uid at St. Luke's Hospital
that Cook's condition was considered favorable.
An operation to relieve the Injury to his skull will
be serforated.

HOY UI'RT AT SHOT PUT.

Prisoner Man Mired Up in Oliver
Case Policeman Declares.

Two men were taken to the East One-hundred-
and-twenty-slxth-st. station last nlftht by Police-
man Rowen. who says that one of them i-» James
F. AM<-r<ilc«". who until recently lived at No. 2.291

\u25a0p,-rond-av«. Th*prisoner refused to give hi* name
or address, or tell anything about himself. The
other man gave his name, as Samuel I^e Boye, but
refused MI suMrrss.

Three months ago Mrs. Mary Oliver, of No. 3.8*1
?eoond-ave., died, and later a will was found In
which she left all her property to th» father* of
Jamas F. AlderJlce. On the same, day that the
'\u25a0Id woman died the elder Al-Wdlc* was found
daai In his Beam next door. He had for many
years acted i»« the agent of Mrs. Oliver, and col-
lected her rents. Jam*-* Alderdlce brought suit for
th«» property which had be*n left to his father by
Mrs. Oliver. There were a number of complica-
tions, and AMerdlce whs Indicted by th« grand

.'\u25a0iry on ii charge of forgery of deeds giving pros-
erty to his slater.

i..i«t nlKht Poticeman Bowen wan passing No.
221-3 Becond-sve.. which has been vacant since
Mrs Oliver's death. He saw m>-n Inside, and. go-
ing in, found the two men. They were locked up
as suspicious person*.

SAVS IIES J. F. ALDERDICE.

Jealous. She Shoots Her Husband's

Companion.
Pittsburg. April 16— While walking along Air-

brake-aye.. In Wllmerdlng. this evening. Mrs. Laura
Rebrach. thirty-two years old, of Pltcalrn. was
shot and killed by Mrs. Hugh Benlnger. with whose
husband Mrs. Rebmch was strolling. Benlnger.

who first drew the fire of his wife, was shot In the
leg. Mr*.Benlnger and her husband wero locked
up in the Wilmerdlng Jail.

The Benlnjrera and the Rebrachs are neighbors

In Wllmerdlng, and it In said that Mrs. Henlnger

was Insanely Jealous of her husband. ll©left home
early In the evening, and he pretests that tho
meeting with Mrs. Kobrach was purely casual.
Mrs. BenlnKer. however. is said to havj followed
her husband when she learned whither he had
gone, and, when she met him In company with
Mrs. Rfbrach, drew a revolver and flied at aim,
aiming low.

W'htie be was protesting to his wife not to shoot
again, Mrs. Rebrach started to flee dovrnjhe street.
Airs. BcnlnK^r turn*-<l on h<-r and fired. Trie woman
fell to the ground and died In fifteen minutes.

When Mr*. H«-nlng«r realized what she had done
she collapsed. She in the mother Of two children,
aired twelve and fourteen years, respectively. She
submitted to arrest without distent, and her hus-
band, after having his wound dressed, was also
locked up. pending an Investigation.

WOMAX KILLSHER RIVAL.

Women of the Tenderloin Infest a
Xezc Divtrut.

The energetic efforts of Captain Cottrell, of
the Tenderloin station, to drive disorderly

v.-onien off Broadway has resulted in many of
the women infesting Union Square. The side-

walks surrounding the square have never been

free from these creatures, but of late the num-
ber of disorderly women encountered there has

been so great that several complaints have

been made by pedestrians in that neighborhood.

A man cannot walk the few blocks encom-
passing Union Square without being accosted
by these women. They display a boldness, too,

probably accounted for by the comparative

darkness of at leapt three sides of the square,

which they dare not evince in Broadway.

When Police CapUiin Cottrell was nsked con-

cerning the state of affairs, he said that he

would make a thorough crusade in Union Square

to clear the sidewalks there of these women.

The captain said that most of hia attention had
been confined to cleaning that part of Broad-
which these women had previously made no-
torious. Iclaim that Ihave driven most of
those women off Broadway." said Ciiptaln Cot-
trell, 'and certainly the most dangerous of them,
those who willrob as weil as solicit, have been
driven out of the precinct. Ishall keep at this
work until thf>y nr*» all gone. Of course, the
most important parts of the precinct must be
looked after flrst."

Many of the women who formerly were well
known in Broadway have gone to Harlem since
Captain Cottrell took command of the Tender-
loin.

lam Bullock, of "The Press': Frank IF. *JJ"sfjjjS
F. Kre.t Vurrtan. 'city editor ot '-The "'T.,;^
and D. E. Sasseen. of -Th« Brooklyn Eas \fjj... j.
crick Mal'.ery. of -Th* American and^"l?s^: I"J
B. Chamberlain, of "The Ey«ptn« .S^FJ roo*
Cowlt«. of 'The Associated , Economi.-«t . *\u25a0 J;. ,•
formerly of -The Chicaifo Times and 0^
Clowrv. president of th, \V«.:«ra Laioa .«ie«^^
Company. j

j

Dr. MacCracken Talks of Its Dangers Before
Woman's Law Class of N. Y. V.

At the meeting Of the Alumni Association of the
Woman's Law Class of the Kew-TOTB Vnlverslty,

held yeatatda* at the university. In Washington
Square. Dr. John 11. MacCracken gave an nd<lress
on the "Ethical Sense of Justice." lie said In part:

Ithink the respect for law is more readily
grasped in a monarchy than In a democratic form
of government In this country there does not
seem to be the respect for law that there is in the
monarchy. As an example of th!1* lack of a sense
of Justice 1 might rite an incident that happened
at the opening of the St. L,ouu-\expositlon. Th»
board ifdirectors mad* a rule that no automobiles
would be allowed in the fair grounds an the open-
Ing day. When that day arrived one of the di-
rectors* approached the grounds In an automobile
with the late Senator Harm.i, and wits immedlat»ly
•topped by the guard at th. gate. When tod that
the entrance of automobiles was .--.gainst the rules
the director replied: "Well. i h< !"«•.! make that
rul»> nnd Iguess i can change it." and dashed
past the guard Into the grounds.

We speak of freedom In this country as the great
Inheritance of the people. Freedom Is a great Kilt.
but without Its corollary, responsibility, it Is dan-
gerous.

Among the other speaker* were Miss Isabella M.
ivttu.s. Dr. Clarence B. Ashler and Isaac F. Rus-
•ell. Mr«. Ru»sell Sa?e and Dr. and Mrs. Minn
were present. «

EX-CHICAGO NEWSPAPER MEN DINE.
The third aqaaal dinner anil reunion of the Chi-

cago newspaper men who are engaged on Mew-York
newspapers or are with The Associated Press or
other news associations was held last evening at the
Republican Club. The occasion, like the two pre-
vious dinners, was given over to the renewal of old
acquaintances among newspaper men who havecome from Chicago to New-York. Melville 1.. Stone,
general manager of The Associated Press, presiiied.
Among those pi<-«-*nt were Colonel Charles S. Dl?hl,
assistant general ai<u>ager of The Associated Press.Chicago; Charles E. Chapln, min«tr!n«f «d!tor of
"The Eveiiing world". George O. Mtxua »ad Will-

FREEDOM WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY.

"The State Is making liberal appropriations

for good roads to towns making money appro-
priations for highways. There is no State super-
vision of expenditures on these roads, and tho
State at present has to take It for granted that
the work is done intelligentlyand scientifically.

Doubtless. In the majority of cases it Is. There
Is a Widespread desire on the part of those In-
terested In good roads to get all the informa-
tion possible about the methods employed In
New-Jersey and Connecticut concerning the
building of State highways, end the commission
authorized by resolution on Friday will make a
tour of those States in order to collect data, The
commission will not cost the State a dollar, and
Inno sense will the trip he a pleasure Junket at
the expense of the taxpayer?. Probably the
commission willconsider and report next winter
on the best plan for a comprehensive system of
State highways. and It also will report on the
advisability or Inadvtaablllty of finally adopting

the constitutional amendment passed last year.
As Is well known, the State is spending 51,600.-
000 a year an the betterment of roads nnd is
contemplating an expenditure of J30.000.000. In
view of this met. !t la highly important that
the fullest Information should be available be-
fore we go much further Inhaving the State aid
In the buildingof roads."

Senator 'AM* and Others to Seek
Suggestions in Other States.

Senator Jotham P. Allda, who secured tho
passage of the concurrent r?solutlon for a State
commission to report good roads legislation, said
yesterday that tne commission would make a
tour of New-York. New-Jersey and Connecticut
this summer and would hay* its report ready

for the opening of the legislature.

The resolution calls fur a commission of live.
and it la understood that Senators Allds, Dowl-
Ing and Armstrong willbe three of the flve. Mr.
Allds said:

10 REPORT ON GOOD ROADS
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A number of foreign ai^iha«jadors. acting

instructions, have extended to Russia the
: aOM af their governments on the Petre-

pavlovsk disaster. Ambassador McCormlck did
not receive any instructions, but he took occa-
sion to express to the Foreign Minister, Count
Lamsdorff, his personal sympathy with the be-

reavement of the fntv.ilies of thow lost on the
chip

The "Xorostl," reviewing the naval situation,
argues that there is no cause for despair, the
ships l»ft at Port Arthur and Vladivostok still
constituting what Captain Mahan calls "a fleet
In being," which leaves the Japanese not free
to act.

The first two of the nine Siberian rifle brigades

have been ordered to be converted into nine
division*. Increasing their numerical strength to
about a hundred thousand men.

The "Russ" prints a sensational telegram from
Moscow saying Its correspondent has noticed In
the last three days that the Chinese are hur-
riedly- leaving that city, owing, It is said, to
orders received from China. The report Is rid-
iculed at the Chinese Legation here, where it Is
said that the relations between China and Rus-
sia are f^>od. the last case ":friction, :»t,'aii!;n;;
the Japanese instructors with the Chinese Army,
bavins be*-: satisfactorily removed.

There is considerable criticism at the meagre-

Mme. Verrstchagin has no Information to sup-

port her belief that her husband' Is at the Rus-

Pl?n headquarters at L'.ao-Yang. 11/r friends
here do not doubt the accuracy of the official
reports that the artist was on board the Petro-

pavtovah when she sank.

Vi.^-Admiral RkrydlofT? nppolntment to com-
mand the naval forces at Port Ariliur has been
;p,rive-i with

#
great Katisf.iction by both the

navy and the fttJMm, He is the natural suc-
cessor of MakarofT, whose < omrad* he was dur-
tng the Turco-Ruseian War.

Ail the papers eooat the theory of the destruc-
tion of the I'etro; avlovsk having been < mm iby

a submarine boat except the "Mevoe Vreinya,"

which contends that belli the Petropavlovsk

and the Pobieda were struck by torpedoes trad
from aaamartee Boata, affirinlns its conviction
that the two new Japanese cruisers \vhi<h ap-
peared with the Heel (Off the firs* time on this
occasion brought w th thorn a couple of English

or American submarine boats, and hinting that
they might have been manned by Hrltish sailors.

One of the bisfaest authorities at the Ad-
miralty atakce the following snau-ment:

You can deny with absolute assui-ance the re-
ports that the enemy was la any way respon-
sible for tfia disaster to the Petropavlovsk. Ad-
miral Mukaroff never loft toe harbor without
dragging fo- mlnrs. We believe the Petropav-
lovsk's boOen Mew up They were of the old
Bcotcli tyj" ne also consider it possible that
an ut.exploded Whltehead torpedo caused the
rt>tll«ll*» injury,as the explosion occurred Just
r<t her vaterline.

The mystery if the sinking of the battleship
Petropavlovsk has not been cleared up. Thut
Fhe touched a mine placed by Japanese torpedo
boats during the night is not officially ad-
mitted, but there is a growing disposition in an-
official Quarters to accept this* as the true ex-
planation. That the Mine was laid by a mas of

the Japanese is generally believed, although

some fantastic speculation is indulged in. The
possll iiityof the introduction of an infernal ma-

chine into the coal bunkers If ailvanccd as an
explanitinn of the explosion on board the bat-
tleship.

agreements. The "Russ" says:

For France and, perhaps, for all Kurope the
Anglo-French agreement Is a turning point.
France was being drawn toward Germany
against her will. Emperor William has made
It one of the principal tasks of his life to recon-
cile France to her fate, but, beßl-les the Uerlin
road, there Is one other open— namely, the Lon-
don road. French Ftatesmen had long antici-
pated the moment when they would have to

choose between them. Germany is now aban-
doned to involuntary Isolation. France has left
her irrevocably. Her complete Isolation willnow
AtatOd upon Russia. Ifthe latter concludes an
agreement with Great Britain Germany's posi-
tion will be «ritical.

The prospect Is so pleasing to Great Britain
that she will scarcely place unacceptable condi-
tions before Russia. Great Britain known that
her agreement with Prance arfU become friend-
ship if Russia deiires to Join the coalition. Ger-
many understand? that the Anglo-French agree-
ment illnot weaken the dual alliance, which It
simply supplements

FIRE IN TEXAS OIL REFINERY.
Beaumont. Tex.. April 16.—Kire in the Gulf Refln-

ery property st Fort Arthur, which raped for many

hours. was l.r<.iipl:t under control to-day after hav-
ing caused damage amounting to lUMIK Th,, re-
nnery was not damaged, bat three steel tank* and
their s**lI'Vitj were destroyed.

NO RUSSIA-NEW-YORK LINE YET.
(FROM THE TRIBUNE BI'RIAC.]

Washington, April 16.—The perfected arrange-

ment6of the Russian volunteer fleet to start a di-

rect line of freight *n<l passenger steamers from
Odessa to New-York, which were announced six
weeks ago, have been Indefinitely suspended for
reasons which willbe readily understood as a con-
sequence of recent events in the East. This project
gave promise of increasing In large measure the
commerce between Russia and the United States.
The agent of the volunteer fleet In Constantinople

has Informed Inlted States Consul Genera! Dick-
inson, who. in turn, has promptly reported to thfe

State Department, that the first steanvr, the
Smolensk. wa* practically on the point of "tarting
wl'h bookings for freight completed as well *» all
other arrangements, when a government decree
was received mobilizing the entire fleet for war
ami

The tragic death of their countrymen in the Far
Bast has caused deep sorrow among local Rus-
sian?. Many of tho latter scout the. report that
the Petropavlovsk was destroyed by contact with
a mine, and express the belief that the warship

was blown up by a Japanese submarine boat.
Bold a prominent Russian yostcrday:

\u25a0\V.- muwt wait, beters forming an opinion, until
more definite news is reel iv»«d of the awful calam-
ity. Now Isuppose Admiral Togo, having dis-
abled our fleet, will make a. determined effort to
capture Port Arthur. Whether General Kuropat-
ktn can hold th" position is difficult say. Anyway,
an attempt to take. Port Arthur will result In a
second Bfbajtopol."

Bishop Raphael May Officiate at Russian
Cathedral This Morning.

At the St. Nicholas Pneslan Cathedral, la Beat
N'inety-seventh-st.. requiem mass willbe celebrated
this morning In memory of Admiral Makaroff and
th« sateen an.l crew of tho battleship lVtropav-

lovfk. destroyed at Port Arthur. It is possible,

that Bishop Raphael, who was recently consecrated
us Bishop of the Syrian Orthodox Meets* of Itrook-
lyn, will officiate. The mass will follow the usual
Sabbath services.

It was learned erhen the Campania arrived thru
It v.a» on nor last voyage to Liverpool, in March,

that Richard A. «*anf)«?!U had soiled for Europe, he
having been booked as "Mr. Campbell." He *j>put
mo of hi* time- on board playing euebre with a
Londoner, hi* wife and slst<r-in-law.

MASS FOR LOST RUSSIAN SAILORS.

New» Hailed withRejoicing on Campania—

Canfield Crossed on Last Trip.

News of the death of Admital Makar..fT And th«
partial destruction of the Rupssian nVct was re-
ceived on the Campania by wireless teletcraph. and

was hailed with n-jol.-lng.all the other passengers

milting with <-iii,ta!n Matsuo. a Japanuet<e ishi!>-
buil.l.r. and H. K'.sujvi. in their celebration. War
bulletins were posted la the. steerage. as well «9

In the iret and second caMm, an soon as received,

and were eagerly read. Makaroff had sailed many

times on the Campania, and was well acquainted

with Vuntaln Pritohard and the purser. Thomas
Graham, who Ineamei his death, while rejoicing

over the Japanese victory.

AinonK the passsaaan on th* Campania when slie
arrive* jusniflaj wore a. a. Paten, president or
ih<> KtiKlish Cotton Growing Association; James
lioyle. the Vnited states Consul at Liverpool, and
th& H«v. R. W. Moss, a Methodist professor at
niiisi>ury College. Manchester.

NEW BLACK SEA COMMANDER.
Ft. Petersburg. April 10.—Vi. -Admiral I>ou-

bassoff has been appointed commander of the
fleet at Russian ports on the Macfc Sea. in Me-
cession to Vic-Admiral Hkrydloff. who succeeds
the late Vire Admiral Makaroff.

Prince Khllkoff, Minister of Railroads, .will
leave St. Petersburg for Vladivostok April19.

HEAR OF RUSSIAN LOSS IN MIDSEA

But the State Department WillNot Act "Un-

less an American Citizen Is Arrested.
Washington, April 10—One- of the principal

wireless telegraph companies haa filed at the

State Department an energetic protept against

the decree of Admiral Alexleff that newspaper

correspondents using wireless telegraphy shall
be treated as spies. The State Department lias

taken the protest under consideration, but. fol-

lowingthe almost unbroken practice. Itprobably

willdecline to take any action on a hypothetic*!

case. Ifan American citizen Is arrested by the

Russian officials the State Department willIm-

mediately lay down a line of policy to meet this

novel departure In international law. It is

realized that newspaper correspondents using

wireless telegraphy In the neighborhood of naval
operations might unwittinglygive Information
of great value to the enemy, whose vessels,

being also equipped with wireless telegraph in-
struments, might readily take up messages sent

to a shore station.
The State Department Is unwilling to estab-

lish a precedent by protest that might hereafter
embarrass United States naval « \u25a0•>iiim.iii<l»*rs.

The matter is said by a high military officer

here to emphasize the pressing need for an In-

ternational agreement fixing precisely the status

of newspaper correspondents In case of war.
They have now no rights, except those accorded
by the courtesy of Individual officers In the
field, and consequently are sometimes treated

with liberality, and again with great severity.

It Is believed" that the general staff here has
already taken up this matter, so as to b« pre-
pared for emergencies.

WIHELESS COMPANY PROTESTS.

At 3 o'clock the procession left the river gate

of the fortress and headed for the palace. Gen-

eral EUls. the commandant of the fortress, oc-

cupied the first barge. The others carried lead-
ins naval and military officers of St. Peters-
burg. A guard of honor received the procession

at the palace quayside. The presentation of

the keys to the Emperor followed and the com-

mandant returned with the customary reward.
first gtven by Peter the Great. T>he com-
mandants used to bring their cups with them,

but it became the custom to Increase the size ot

these vessels, so it was decided to provide the
cups as well %s the contents,

As soon as the commandant returned to the

fort Runs boomed out. the steamers sounded

their whistles, and winter was officiallyover.

Early this morning there was sn unwonted
stir amund the forties*. Several hundred of

the marine guards manned the flotillaof freshly

painted barges. The ceremony was delayed be-

cause the Neva chose to send an enormous Ice-

floe to Bt Petersburg.

Croxcds Watch Ceremony of Declar-
ing Winter (her.

Bt Petersburg-. April M.
—

All Pt. Petersburg

assembled on the banks of the Neva this after-
noon to witness the picturesque ceremonies con-
nected with the opening of navigation. No

steamer or other boat has a right to cut the

waters of the Neva until the governor of the

fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul has crossed
the rivorin a gilded barge to the Winter Palace,

Mihas presented to the Emperor the keys to

the stronghold, which are returned to htm with

a cupful of gold coins.

THE XEVA OPENED.

ness of the official dispatches, some of th^ paper?
strongly appealing to the Emperor for full in-
formation. The "Novosti" complains especially
at the absence of newspaper telegrams from ihe
numerous correspondents at the front, arguing
that it will weaken popular interest in the war,
resulting in cutting down the contributions to
the war fund.
Inview of the demands made by the war on

the financial resources of the st.ite the Emperor
has directed that the operations of the nobles'
and peasants' banks, which make loans to the
nobility and peasantry respectively, shall be
restricted for the present.
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Daron ScfaOttDC. the torpedo expert, has gone

to Vladivostok ;o tat charge of the two sub-

marine lostp there. (MMr pubmarir.es are go-

ing out in SBCttona

Four hundred and fifty member* of the Naval
Reserve whore terns of service expired in UK;

started this evening for Port Arthur to rop'.ace

the nun Ml Vy Ik* exi.lgHon of the flagship,

and another detachment will leave her* to-

morrow.

£ the roadstead reported what looked like a eub-

'. marine vessel two miles offshore. Launches
from the torpedo boat were Pent out to Investi-
Kate, but found no tra^e of the vessel.

t+r LJentrrant l>oukel»k>. one of the- officers of
the Petropav;. rucoumliod to his Injuries

yesterday, and (.pvrrsl other survivors are not
«xp*>ctfcd to recover.
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