NEW-YORK TRIBUNH

NEWSBOYS FIGHTING FOR A FAVORITRE CORNER,

NEWSBOYS IN A “CRAP™ GAME
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Some Picturcsque Characteristics of the Little Fellows Who Sell
“Uxtrys” in the Streets of New-York.

and, by reason of the exalted social standing of
the elzht youths who became Its Inmates, they
were honored with the title of the “Waldorf
GCang.”

As soon as the newsboy obtains a sufficient

ncome he yearns for a bed in the “Waldorft
Room” as ardently as a successful banker

aspires to a marble front house In Milllonalre’s
Row. He becomes discontented with the 10-cent
bed, in which he hitherto slept so soundly. He
looks around the blg room, with its rows of
beds, whose whits ifron frames look as If they
had been turned ovt of the same factory by the
same pair of hands. Ie takes a peep into the
g locker room, where he just now un-

adjolning

dressed with a crowd of other boys, and stowed |
his clothes away in a sort of pigeonhole In a |

great wire cage and then scampered off to his
bunk. He recalls, too, the time when he slept In
a D-cent bed in the great hall downstalrs,
where there was a still bigger crowd. And al-
though he has risen from a 5-cent to a 10-cent
bed, this Young America now feels he will never
be satisfied until he can rest within the ex-
clusive sheets of a “fifteen center.”

The obstacles, however, which beset his ambi-
tion seem almost Insurmountable. Like Mr.
Got-Rich-Quick, who moves to New-York from
Petroleum Creek, and who is surprised to find
the doors of Gotham'’s best society closed against

him, his asplrations suffer many a rebuff. The |

tenants of “de ate swell deckers™ guard the dig-
nity of thelr social rank with jealous clrcum-
spection, and even when a bed becomes vacant

and Superintendent Helg sends In a new boy,
the other seven at first regard him as a up-
start,

Although some of the “Waldorf Gang™ are
earning enough money to hire a furnished room
uptown, they find the attractions of their pres-
ent life too potent. “We'd rather be the main
guys here,” as one of them expressed it, “than
be an under dog at a cheap boarding house.”
Nevertheless, when the superintendent finds
that a youth has prospered s ently tom )
his home elsewhere and let some other lad rise

to take his place, he transplants the graduate
into a good home, where, under the right in-
fluences, he can strive for still higher ideal

It was just half a century ago that the
Chatham Square Newsboys Lodging House
was founded by Charles Loring Brace. it
was the first institution of its kind in the
United States, The building was erected by
private subscription, and was managed by Mr.

Drace for some time before It was c=
cepted by the Children’s Ald Soclety, of which
Mr. V flicer. -
then other lodging houses have been estab-
lished by the soclety, and In its
port, which covers fifty years of work, this or-
1ization tells of having rescued and p «d in
ily homes 23,061 orphans or abandoned chil-
dren, provided places in the count for 25,000
older boys and girls, and restored 3,581 runaway
children to parents. The vast majority of those
sent to family homes in the West have become
farmers, and not a few have risen to stations of
high responsibility. John Q. Brady, Governor of
Alaska, for instance, was once a lodging house
boy, and others whose careers are known to the
society include two Congressmen, four mem-
bers of State leglslatures, twenty-seven bank-
ers, thirty-four lawyers, twenty-two merchants,
seveuteen physicians, {fteen journalists, eighty-
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SIZING UP A NEWCOMER.
in the “Waldorf Room™ of the Newsboyy Lodging Housa

THE SAVINGS BANK IN THE NEWSBOYS' HOME.



