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GYPSY GIRLS AND BOYS.

THE STRANGE NOMADIC RACE OF GYPSIES.

Have Preserved Their Identity for Many Centuries— How They Live in

Hungary.

bewildering music which Listz said “was their
only religion.”

Gypsy immigrants who still refrain from in-
termarrying with “Gentiles,” and whose blood
has still the restlessness of their forefathers,
become pedlers, and are to be seen wandering
around the streets, carrying baskets of trin-
kets over their arms. Often they are mistaken
for Syrians. Many procure machines for sharp-
ening knives and scissors, and so they journey
from door to door. Most of the itinerant cut-
tinkers in the United States are Ger-
Hungarian and gypsies.
districts of gypsies
their wandering
as they

Along the sidewalk he trundles what seems
% be a minfature oil well derrick equipped
with wheels, and he alternates the ringing of
% bell with a gutteral cry that seems more an
Adjuration to the evil one than an attempt
to say:

“Sharpen your krnives; sharpen your scissors.”

He is persistent, and pausing before your win-
dow he scans every stitch in the curtains in or-
der to detect some one lurking behind. And
should he catch a glimpse of you, even a re-
mote glimpse of which an eye less hawklike
would be incapable, he will seek to lure you out
with gestures so graceful, despite his cumbrous In
elothes and shuflling gait, that you cannot re- | live in
sist the impulse to move nearer. Although he ; life, can
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repeats his incoherent cry, your mind does not
task

deed it. Instead, it Is wrestling with the
of reading that upturned countenance
Iean, with
dlack eyes, made narrow by high cheek bones,
and dark skin, whose swarthiness tells of trop-
fcal ancestry, the face ¢ ns to defy your in- |
quisition. And although you shake your head |

* their European haunts,
| When Mother ie Riley was buried the other
day at Plainfield, N. J., the was as
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and turn away from the window it is not 1] re present, and many came
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their nomadic life and are buflding houses and
establishing villages. There are several such
gypsy villages in Pennsylvania, as well as the
one in the outskirts of Plainfield.

In Europe Hungary is the favorite country fop
gypsies. The Hungarian government recently
announced that energetic measures are to be
taken to put an end to the vagabond propen-
sitles of the wandering gypsy tribes. Among
the many races which make up the popul ition
of that heterogeneous geographical expre <sion
termed the Austro-Hungarian Empire, ecertainly
the most typical are the Tziganes, or gypsies, ag
they are called.

Hungary is the home of the Tziganes in 0
far as they have any home. In all other Eg-
ropean countries they were persecuted for cene
turies as being emissaries of Satan and enemies
of Christian'ty, but the Hungarians took pity
on them and treated the wanderers like lost
children. It was in the fifteenth century that
they first made their appearance in St. Stephen’
kingdom. King Sigismund received then
pitably, and recommended to the charit
pity of the public “these poor wanderi
ple without a home and hounded by every

There are now about 150,000 of these Tziganes
in Hungary. They may be divided into three
classes—those who go bareheaded and barefoot-
ed, the wandering cypsies; those who wear head-
gear and shoes or undays, the semi-nomads,
and those who alw. s wear hats and shoe
who have to a certain extent aband 1
nomadic life of their ancestors. The Tziganes
of the last named category are the most
ized and are generally musicians who excel §
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the playing of Hungarian tunes. When the
Tziganes arrived in Hungary they were not
trained musically, but they soon appropriated

Magyar music, and out of it have made g
crude and weird art of their own. Their favor-
ite instrument is the bas alja, as the 1 the
violin. Some play the harp, but the, ea
marked aversion to the piano, merely because
it cannot earily be moved about. In Hungary
no féte or festival takes place without a Tzigane
orchestra. At election time Tzigane bands al-
ways head the electoral procession and neo
wedding is considered complete without theip
music for the dance. The Tziganes have become
natural musicians, playing from inspiration, and
generally being unable to read musi Liszt,
who made a study of the Tziganes, says that
music is to them a sublime language, a mystie
song, which they often make use of instead of
conversation, and that they have, in fact, in-
vented a music of their own.

The favorite abode of these strange people 19
near the Croatian frontier. It is there that the
typical Tziganes may best be seen.
“camps’” are always set up at some «
from the nearest town or village, often it
proximity to some forest. The Tzigane h
for they are nothing mere—consist of a si
room, unless the owner is extremely well t
and are generally devoid of furniture. The
ganes eat and sleep on the bare boards

times of the day there is a smoulder

in the hut, over which hangs a sar pot,
for the Tzigane has no fixed hour for his meals,
but eats whenever he feels hungr) T! rdl-
nary bill of fare consists of potatoes ws,
milk and lard. On festive occasions su tit-
bits are indulged in as hedgehogs, fox and
squirrels. Cats are considered by the T nes
a princely diet, and they train dogs ant
hedgehogs and foxes. They have a peculiar
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and so they committed an error s
ated in the name BYpsy," wi is a

ction eof the ILatin word A itius
(Egyptian). Not until Rudliger, in 1 an
nounced that he had discovered a close rela-
ti hip between the language of the gypsies
a the ancient Sanecrit have students agreed
that these homeless outcasts were once the

rulers of India.

hing which he has breathed in the at-

1 jhere of the New World has made the
Ar n gypsy abandon the precepts of his
! t remote forefathers. In Europe he kept
inseparably aloof from other peoples, and like

although without any bond
sn or literature, he preserved from one
¢ o another the characteristics of his race
wild, restless, almost fantastic peculiari-
ich many still believe are inspired of

common

city the gypsv has so diluted his blood

by rmarriage that he has ceased to be a
nomiod, and has become a shopkeeper. In cel-
lurs of the East Side one will find him selling
», crockery and baskets. There are sev-

<3 In kKast Houston-st. especially fre-
jnented by Hungarian gypsies, some of whom
pure blooded stock, and may be easily
eparated from thelr half-caste companions
by their peculiar walk. The gypsy, like the
North American Indian, does not turn his feet
outward, so that as he walks down a street

are of

his footmarks all lie in two parallel lines. Most
of the East Side gypsles are from Southeastern
Kurope, and not a few are found in llung:nrinnl
wichestras playing that flighty, rambling, almost

A FAMILY GROUP OF GYPSIES,



