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How Travellers Can Avoid Trouble

at Custom Houses.

DUTIES IN FOREIGN LA}
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Travellers abroad
the customs oilicers
fact, there is hardly a cou
find so much red tape and delay
them on their return to the States

“Declare everything, d be absolutely frank
about,” is the advice one experienced traveller gave
& Tribune reporter asked the easiest
way through foreign customs. *“As a ruie, you will
have nothing dutiable If you declare anything
Jou may suspect coming urder the regulations
Fou may be taxed tly. If you neglect to de-
elare and the article : found they will surely be
confiscated.”

On landing at Liverpool or other British port, the
traveller meets the blue uniformed collector for the
XKing. He is usuaily most polite, and his examina-
tion is largely perfunc 'y. He looking for
tiwee things--spirits, tobacco or cigars and forelgn
reprints of copyrighted English books., If one de-
clares spirits and cigars, a half pint and a half
pound of each are admitted duty free.
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They tell of a Chicago man who heard of this rule
while waiting to have his baggage examined. He
Led a pint flask of whiskey in his pocket and the
fnborn American horror of paying duty on anything
if it can possibly be avoided ’

“So a Lalf pint is all they allow, eh?” he said.
*I'll ix them.” He pulled out his flask and drank
the extra lalf pint in two generous drinks,

American women who purchase dogs on the
Ccutinent and try to bring them home through Eng-
l2nd will have some trouble unless they sccure a
permit from the Eoard of Agriculture. Continental
dogs have or had several diseases which it was
feared might spread to English canines, hence the
wirtual quarantine.

The customs collectors of Hollend are harder to
deal with. They have &2 way of making up thelr
own minds about things they find in luggage, and,
onoe meade up, there is no persuading them to

whange. Frank confession regarding all new artl- |
wles In one's possession 15 the safest way to avold |

sonfiscation. The little dutles they exact amount
#0 pothing.

A wisit to the douane or customs house of
Fr is a pl '® more often than not. The
wfficials are gayly uniformed and models of polite-
mess. They have a sharp eye for cigars, tobacco
mnd metches, and it is foolishness for an amateur
o attempt to smuggle anything past them, for
Kbey know most of the tricks. They issue receipts
Hor duties pald, which are of us later on to show
fhe eollectors of the octrol,
'who a&re always with those who travel through
France.

The gulde books on Egypt ysed to write one word
Pn the paragraph devoted to customs. It was
*Dbakshish,™ and 1t told the whole story. Now that
fhe customs of Egypt are in the hands of the Eng-
Jish, this word has been rubbed out and a warning
that any attempt to use “bakshish” will get one
$nto trouble. The Egyptlan examination is done

or municipal tax, |

elimbed up and down the steep
them. The dance place was empty juse
those who were ta take part in the perf

from Oxford-st. or the British Museum.

est international music.

for health and luxury,

hotel,, and at the same time the qulet and repose of the position make it difficult to realize
Expert attention has been given to every modern improvement in the construction of the hotel, which is declared to be fireproof throughout.
cuisine is under the control of a renowned chef, while the cellars contain a selection of choice vintages unsurpassed in Europe. A feature of the hotel is the large winter garden palm

court, where the guests assemble after dinner to enjoy the delightful concerts daily given by the hotel orchestra, composed of carefully selected artists thoroughly conversant with the chole-

The Great Central Hotel is equally as favorably located and has earned the reputation of being a place
while one of the finest orchestras in London plays the music best adapted to promote happy feelings.
public rcoms are most sumptuously furnished and decorated in exquisite taste by chosen artists.
There are also bedrooms with private bath attached,
tude of the travelling public by expert catering and moderate charges, combined with every comfort and luxury in its hotels.
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were making their final preparations in
Kivas. Meantime lttle brown,

layed around before the houses: ang
s . and chickens and donkeys wandered

“Then, at one end of the dance place a:
. solitary figure, and all eyes were turned on him,
was a half-naked red man, carrying in his hang'
great sack, and when one looked hard at f¢
could see that the contents were alive; it wag
of writhing snakes. With a steady step he
across the place to the Kisi; he lifted tng
cloth which hung over the front of it, and he
the bag of snakes inside. Then he withdrew
appearances absolutely uncousecious of the wa
on the housetops.

“And then entered the procession of the
priests. They were half-naked and g
= painted; their faces were blackened, but ¢
a ghastly white stripe drawn across the mouth,
on their backs and arms and breasts were

atterns, drawn in bluish white ochre. They

ilts of symbolical design. and behind each g
skin dangled from the waist, and at one side a
tassel of cords hung aimost to the ground, In
hands they carried bahos and snake whi;
procession ecircled round and round the p!
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formed up in line before the Kisi, and with
waving of the snake whips and shaking of the
rattles and stamping of the feet they chanted
unison a weird, unearthly song. Its words, of
course, were unintelligible to us; and it may be thay
they were not entirelv understood by the

for while the language of savages changes !

THE HOTELS RUSSELL AND GREAT CENTRAL, LONDON.

Under the expert management which has characterized the conduct of the Hotel Russell and the Great Central Hotel, the two modern, palatial hotels in London, they have attained
great prominence among American visitors, who are most appreciative of their moderate charges and exceptionally central location for sightseeing and shopping. The Russell is in sunny, his-
torical Russeil 8quare, beloved of all Americans who know their London, enabling its guests to enjoy the privileges of the beautifully wooded, parklike square, as if it were the property of the
that the hotel i{s within fifteen minutes’ walk of nearly all the best theatres and flve minutes

1
where one is sure to dine well surrounded by the best of congenial society,
Light and air were carefully studied i the construction of the hotel, and its magnificent
The private suites, with bath, etc., comprise every modern requisite and sanitary appliance
Both these hotels are the property of The Fredericks Hotels, Limited, a company which has earned the grati-

grees from century to century, and its rehajy
forms, passing out of common use, swiftly b‘lhb
be forgotten, a few still linger on in the
voted to the gods, and are piously chang t
priests, who can no longer interpret what thay
mean,

““And now the song was ended, and the |
of the Snake priests broke up and melt
groups, moving irregularly in front of the Kisg
what they did in that clustering movemeng
hard to see, but they seemed to bend down in
before the white cloth. and from inside the
behind the cloth, something was passed out
outside; and, lo! a pair of priests stood up
side, one with his arm around the other’s neck;
in that other's mouth, firmly grasped in his Strong
jaws, was a great snake. Yes, he was carrying g
great live rattlesnake in his mouth, holding 1t not
far from the middle, and the flat, venomous
wandered inquisitively up and down his cheek, and
in around his throat, and past his ear, as if
where to hide. His companion, the ‘hugger,' wiy
had his left arm around the carrier's sho
held the srake whip in his right hand, and
gentle touches of the tip played with the pe
head; it seemed to me he guided the head a
from the eyes of the carrier. And thus, side by side,
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whether anything dutiable is contained, name and
address, nationality and anything else the inquisitor
| happens to think of. 1 pass the ordeal in turn:
o#s to the possession of one cabin trunk, a
portmanteau and a handbag. with an inexpressible
feeling of hidden guilt. induced by the unwavering
glare of the questioner: a« t—rather culpably,
somehow—that I am British nationality, and
feebly assert thiat I huve nothing dutiable in my
possession, in answer to a final screw of those
g!mlet orbs that goes clean through my head, and
transfixes my very back hafr

I am not at all sure that I have nothing dutiable
{ in my possession. I was sure this morning, when
I I read the notices hung up all over the vessel by
{ the Cunard company's officials. and I was still quite
i certain ten minutes ago, after mastering the threat-
{ ening little leaflet served out on the tables, But [
i am uncertain of anything now, and would accuse
| myself of possessing three diamond necklaces, a
’ pirated sealskin and $1.000 worth of Paris hats,

| conf

of

just as soon as not, if these iniguities were lald to
my account. It is well that the official loses in-
terest in my blography and financial status just
at this point, and pushes me over a declaration to
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HOTEL MESSMER, BADEN-BADEN.

is charmingly located hotel forms one of the chain of really up-to-date hotels in Germaa
Epas, where every modern luxury and comfort, combined with agreeable, refined society, is to

be found. The proprietor, Mr. Willy Schneider,

is famous for his acquaintance with the re-

qQuirements of the exclusive class of Americans who annually epend the season at Baden-

Baden and make the Messmer their home.
is the beautiful prospect
renders it free from the dampness so frequently

Directly in front and on either side of the hotel
of the Park and Kurhaus grounds.

The elevated position of the house
found near the water and lower ground.

with great thoroughness. Not an article escapes
@attention, and at the end one is politely informed
the sum total of the duties that must be paid.
The beauty of the Egyptian system, or rather the
sorrow of it, is that one gets the cxamination
“coming and going.” There is a law in Egypt
which prohibits the exportation of any antiques
without a special permit. So every bag must be
turned ioside out to see that cne is not smuggling
out a mummified king or stealing away with one
of the oyramids.

The way through the customs houses of Furope
and across the frontiers is not hard if one keeps
one’'s head end does as one is told, The few mix-
upe that occasionally come to the American con-
sulates are generally due to a misunderstanding
©of one kind or another, more often than not
through a language misunderstanding.

It is when the liner is past quarantine and forg-
fng up the Bay that the real customs ordeal comes
fnto the life of the traveller. Most Americans sim-
»ly sputter when asked about their experience and
then write drastic letters to the Treasury Depart-
ment. Here s what an Englishwoman who recently
wisited America wrote home about it, and {n a very
&ood humor in spite of the trials of the experlence:

Here the customs come, slamming through the
wwater as if they wanted to ram us, with the golden
eagle spreading its wings on the deckhouse, and

sizn; because I was hurriedly marshalling up a
few more factg for his pacification, and intended
to tell him that my teeth were all my own (two
stopped with gold): my best petticoat trimmed
with real torchon, the rest only with hemstitched
frills, and my age (like that of Barry Pain's “Other
Englishwoman’) “twenty-seven next birthday, as
usual.”

We have all “passed’” and got our little tickets
by this time, and ths steamer is slipping softly into
dock, and the wharf js crowded with beckoning,
laughing, shouting friends. Down goes the gang-
way at last, out stream the passengers, and the
alr resounds with a perfect fire of kisses, crackling
off llke musketry practice on every hand. There
was a good deal of kissing at our departure, but
nothing like this. The saillng of a liner {3 a watery

tears.
Whart officlals of all kinds live in a storm of hu-
man emotion evidently, alternate showers of tears
and hall of kisses surrounding them all day long.
One cennot but imagine that every form of emo-
tional expression must grow hateful to them in
time; that they would prefer to avold kissing thelr

which ever darkens thelr lives can draw a tear
from their stony eyes.

But—"Tarry a little; there is something else,"

ANDRASSY BOULEVARD, BUDAPEST.

the white caps of the officers visible on the decks.
Now the vessel is alongside, fussing and backing
and trampling the water: and now we all go down
into the seloon end sit in rows and rows along
the tables, while a kecn-fuced customs inspector
places himsel? at the end of each. Up Long Island
Bound we steam. unheeding sights of scenery, while
printed leaflets warning us of the penaltics attend-
ant on smuggling are handed round to everybody,
and the officers begin to take the cdeclarations.
BEverybody scuffies to obtain a seat as near an in-
.,eur @#s poseible, in order to get through the
sooner; and as euch victim is passed out the whole
tableful moves one seat up, like schoolboys chang-
ing places in class. Kach person reaches the head
of the class in turn. and rather nervous and
fidgety, is fixed by the fron eye of the inspector,
and searchingly catechised concerning the number
of “pleces” or trunks possessed, their contents,

suggests the Customs to the excited crowd. And
there is. That something, else keeps us on the
wharf for another hour or two, it may be, waiting
for our baggage to come out, looking it up under
the initial of our own name (the walls of the great
hall in which we land are marked off into sections
by huge black and white alphabetical letters),
creeping up a long queue of fellow passengers to a
little office and giving in the ticket that entitles
us to the recovery of our goods; pointing them out
o an inspector and seeing him make hay of our
hairbrushes and silk stockings and scent botiles
before an excessively interested group of fellow
vietims and passengers’ friends; opening here a
soap case, there a sewing companion, there a collar
box, at the eagle eyed autocrat's command; at last
seeing the boxes closed again, and realizing joy-
fully that the customs’ bar is passed, and we may
g0 where we will.

business at best, one-tenth kisses and nine-tenths |
On her arrival the proportions are reversed, |

sweethearts when off duty, and that no misfortune |
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\ Q\' \ I'E I) \\'(7 F thera 'had been an earlier folk there before
4 (G4 Fs \ Fe B8 R U VI them, whom these warriors from the north almost
exterminated, all but a remnant, who fortified

themselves on high hilltops, round which the en-
croaching waves of the Navafo sea raged in vain.
Trese were the Hopl, and there they still survive
in thelr seven villages, perched on three wall sided
mesas which bear the general name of Tusayan.
It is there that the famous snake dance is per-

Remarkable Festival of the Hr)pis
Indians.

“The iron monster has got as far as tha edge | formed year by year by the descendants of the
of the Painted Desert and the Grand Canyon, | leg ry vouth who won the favor of the Spider
though he has not vet invaded thelr recesse but | Wom and brought back a Snake bride to his
he brings you to the very horders of the 2 jo | Hopl home. ‘Hopl,' ‘the good people,” that is what

they call themselves, but that {s not the name by
which they are most generally known; for the

country, and as vou look out from the windows of
your Puliman car you seg parti-colored flocks of

VICTORIA HOTEL, BAD-HOMBURG.
lea hotel :

nof Fk

Occupying the

Victoria Hote

e fashionable Spa of
and American soc

Bad-Homburg. the
ety annually visit-

ing the f: Benn Cup automobile rac to be held this
geason at ad- F NCCO M tion are fur in advance of what is usual
at such an early Americans 3 have secured their quarters
at the Victoria no doubt he a record ‘The beautiful grounds of the
hotel and fts pro: s and baths have done much to make the hotel the social
centre of Hombuy itlon of the provrietor, Mr, Baehl, as one of the flnest
caterers in Fu » 1 uperiority of the ¢ ¢ up-to-date appointments of the
hotel as a home for the critical guest accustomed to every modern requirement.

spotted sheep grazing, and beside them, star herd warrlors who surround them mock

in the sage brush, the pletur ue tigures of arlike folk., and cal!ll them
nomad shepar ' says R "W hend, in 1 or it the Nava found them
Nineteenth o iry."” ¢ a e the h a whenever they tried to raid them
Indians, a great and powerful nation, twe he hill, The Hopl have
sand strong, and they live in a country { of their enemies, and
own, nearly two hundred miles across, in which they have thus lived—
United States hLas allowed them to r i ft were In the Navaio sea—has enabled
upon a time the Navajos were Intruders here, » p thelr anclent rites unchanged from
invading warrior tribe from aswayv north, so the mes. To see this wonderful prehistoric
traditions tell; but that was a long while ba of was the object of my
and when the Spanish conquistadores came t | Journey

found them where they are to-day. b wWe were arriving now in time to see only the

Grand Hotel™ -

BATHS OF NAUHEIM, GERMANY.

The wonderful cures, of what had been considered chronle nervous troubles, effected by the
atmosphere and treatment at the Baths of Nauheim have made the resort the most famous

in BEurope. The opening last year of the up-to-date Hotel Metropole, situated within fifty
yards of the principal baths and overlooking the beautiful park, insures the visitor a perfect
modern home, free from all disturblng noises. The hotel is managed by the proprietor, Mr.
Max Lehr, who is famous as being oue of the few hotel proprietors capable of appreciating
and catering to the requirements of the American abroad. Mr. Lehr's capable wife assists
him in the management of the hotel, and looks after the comfort of the lady guests, Many
well known Americans were guests of the Metropole last season, and the coming summer is
expected to be a record one for American visitors, on account of Nauheim being within a few
minutes by rail from Homburg and the course where the automobile races for the Gordon Ben-
nett Cup are to bhe held.

A feature of the Metropole is the installation hy Messrs. Mott, of New-York. of the sani-
tary arrangements, whch are simply perfection. "Phe moderate inclusive terms established at
the Metropole do away with the many annoying unexpected extra charges which are so often
a source of contention in many hotels,

with slow, prancing steps, locked in this s
embrace, the pair slowly made the circuit ot=
dancing place. On the side opposite to the
stood a little zroug of women bearing bowls of
sacred meal, and this they sprinkled on the
and on the writhing serpent as they passed,
the pair followed a third priest. snake whip |
hand, attending on their steps. When the cirenig
had been completed the carrier. bending fo
opened his jaws, and the writhing reptile &
to the ground. Instantly the third priest, the
gatherer, sprang to where the astonished creatuss
was hastening to escape, and, brushing it rapidly
with his snake whip to recall it to Its obediengs,
with a lightning!ike dart snatched it up in his left
hand and held it in the air. The snake ac
his fate unresistingly. and hung limpiy from the
grasping hand, without making any visible effort tg
get away.
“Meantime pair after pair had followed the first
each carrier with a writhing, squirming serpent
in his mouth, each hugger with his snake whip
guiding the restless, inquisitive head from the
undefended face of the carrier. None of the
snakes appeared to make any resistance, but thers
was a huge bull snake. four or five feet long and as
thick as a man's wrist, which certainly was an
enormous mouthful. Him the carrier supported
with both hands, holding up either end, whils his
mouth grasped as much as it could hold of the
middle. And there were small snakes. too, siim
whip snakes and young rattlers, and here came s
carrier who had got two together in his mouth, and
the twin snake heads wreathing themselves round

Mizshongnov! dance, the pre-
had already been transacted.
Snakes and the Antelopes—a
second clan closely linked with the Snakes—had
assembled in their respective Kivas and eaten
sacred food, or else fasted, according as their ritual
demanded; they had drunk the sacred medicine,
which they believe preserves them from the venom
of tha snake, and had duly rehearsed the ancient
drama of the bold youth and the Spider Woman.
For several days the Snake prlests had sallied forth,
two and two, north and south and east and west, to
zather snakes for the ceremony of the last day.
Each pair carried a hoe and a snake whip—the heavy
hoe which is not only the all important instrument
of corn planting, but is also used to dig up an es-
caping snake from any hole where he may hide.
The snake wkLip consists of two long eagle feathers,
bound together, with a little round stick as a han-
dle, and it !{s used to subdue the snake when he is
overtaken in the cpen. Just why the feathers of
an eagle's wing should have so much power over
a snake is not.certain, but {t is belleved that when
an eagle swoops upon a snake in his coil he warily
avoids attempting to strike him directly with his

grand flnale of the
liminaries to which
For nine days the

GRAND HOTEL HUNGARIA, BUDAPEST.

The Hotel Hungaria is one of the finest examples of modern hotel construction In Eurcps
and, under the management of Mr. Charles J. Burger, has become the best known hotel in
Hungary—in fact, it may be said to be the only really up-to-date hotel in that country. The
hotel has a frontage of some two hundred feet on the River Danube, with a terrace running
its entire length, and having one of the most superb views in Europe. Probably there is no
city in FEurope wher> Americans are more welcome than they are In Budapest, which offers
them an opportunity of seeing at once one of the most ancient a.r:x_l inle:‘vs(l!“.g spots In t_!:e
0Old World, with every modern facility of quick transit and magnificent boulevards superior
to those of Paris. There are frequent fast trains from Vienna to Budapest, and no one visit-
ing the former city should miss the opportunity of seeing the latter. Every modern luxury and
comfort may be had at the Hotel Hungaria.

talons, and brushes him, instead, with his wing 1Ns ifar; \rxn:\lde one think of the pictures of the
" i L > oy .ntile r a 1ead of Medusa.
from one side. The angry reptile strikes at the “As n a8 & snakie was dropped at the end of

wing, hi8 venom spends {tself idly on the feathers,
and the next moment the terrible talons have him

the circuit, he was left to the gatherer, d (h,
pair of Snake priests took their turn in front of
the Kisi to receiva a fresh one. The gatherers

by the neck. When a palr of Snake priests find a went on picking up snake after snake, rill they
snake in the open, the one with a whip advances | )iterally had their %ands full; bunches of snakes
and sprinkles him with sacred meal from his ex- | dangled from their fingers, and the littis Doys

who were the most eager and the boldest—so it
seemed—of them all. actually scrambled with each
other for who should get the biggest handful o

tended hand. In all their ceremonies meal made
of corp ground fine and duly blessed plays a most

have the honor of carrying the largest
The big tull snake, in particular, was a @
nl-{oct of contention, and In spite of the
solemnity of the ceremony there was a burst of
laughter from the spectators when he escaped from

fmportant part. The surprised snake attempts to
escape, and the priest, bending down, brushes his

rapldly with the snake whip; the effect of this
s to subdue the snake instantly. and with a light-
ninglike dart of his hand the man selzes him b

the uneck. picks him up, puts him in a bag, an the tiny hand of one very small boy, only to be

carries him back to the Kiva, where he is turned | promptly recaptured by a bigger one.

lo: with his brethren. “And almost the strangest part of the str
Vhether tha priests are ever hitien during this | scene was that I do not believe any one was bit

venturous hunt is not certainly known, but if they | nevertheless, among the multitude of =

the perpetual movements of the Snake pr
vying them round, and dropping them, a
ing them up, it was perfectly impossit
whether any of the snakes struck at th
Certainly I saw none of the priests re
treatment, but I have heard it said that thers have
n occasions when the thing has happ . Ona
would think that the discomfort of be
pinched by the strong teeth of an Indian
rouse the anger of some at least among the scorss
of reptiles that were carried in this strange
cession. But It is possible that the constant ha
lIng to which they had been subjected in the Kivé
and the familiarity with man which they had a=

gl

ever are, most assuredly they do not die of it. Yet
the snakes have their fangs intact. Neither when
caught nor afterward in the Kiva are they muti-
lated in any way, and they remain perfectly cupa-
ble of inflicting a deadly bite. Waat seems jossible,
however, is that the Indians know how to render
themselves immune; they collect a certain plant
which grows abundantly on the slopes around their
mesas, and they drink largely of a decoction of it;
they themselves consider it sacred, and it remains
for science to prove whether it be really an anti-
dote or not.

“Certainly the Snake priests give the snakes
every chance of biting them, for during all these

FRUIT MARKET-AND RO YAL PALACE, BUDAPEST.

et

days they live with them in the Kiva. It Is a roo
hewn out of the living rock, entered on!ysnlnwnn.: t
ong ladder from a trapdoor in the roof; and here
n the semi-darkness a hundred snakes or more
live along with the men, their brothers. Here sits
the chief priest by the sacred altar, and here the
others smoke and eat and recline, naked, upon the
ground, and bull snakes and racers and whip
snakes and rattlers crawl in and cut among them
and over them; and snakes and men are alike fear-
less and unconcerned. The Mishongovi men have
the reputation of being the most feirless of all the
ueblos in handling the snakes, and it may be that
his perfect fearlessness is the secret of their im-
munity. They have falth in their snake brethren
and their faith is justified by its results. Faith 'n
his ancestral religion saves the Hopi to-day, as it
did of old his prehistoric ancestors.

ufred during their stay there, may havoy
em to suc

an extent that they would
to anything.

“When the last snake had been carrfed !‘0“;:3
circle, and duly dropped on the ground. and

up by the gatherer, the final act in the ce
began. A line of sacred cornmeal was teet
upon the ground. inclosing a space a few
across, and all the priests hurried to "'“';’.
flung their handfuls of snakes into the m

it, and flung over them bowlfuls of the
meal, and when all had been thus duly »

they gathered them up once more in their

and hurried away with them. morth and south
east and west, over the trafls leading down fi
the mesa. Then at certain points, at a N’“’“‘
tance, the captured messengers of the splrits
set free, and praver sticks wera deposited &

' The dance place, which was in the middle of the | shrin < and they
village, looked to 'be about the size of a tennis | bidden l:h:;et;s'e!r Ry af:}f "331""“ spirits
eggn. All round it stood the terraced houses, tier | Mishongnovi had done its duty, after the
al v: ‘t'llor. and the picturesque figures of those who W by the and )opod that & :
dwel thmamsmmonthonnmhw 'ouﬂhmihmatomm A
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