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BARNUM'S FIRST FREAKS

Originals of the Early Side-Show
By HECTOR ROSENFELD i

N the world of amus
prises the circus ‘“‘freak’” alone

‘ment enter-

seems certain of lasting
ity. The elevation of a giant, the size of a
get, the figure of a human skeleton or a f 1
literally their fortunes.
any kind soon becomes monotonous,
and loses its attraction—a ‘‘freak”™
never. It 13 aow more than half a
century since the first exhibition of
freaks was collected and exhibited by
P. T. Barnum. These celebrities were
photographed as early as 1858. In
their quaint, old-fashioned clothes they
are figures of actual historic interest
The original freaks in nearly every
imstance were native American pro-
ducts. The great drag-net which the
showmen have since spread to gather
freaks from all parts of the world had
not yet been set. In comparison with
the most co politan of modern freak
shows, however, the original Barnum
forces will 1w
favorably. An
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fate in the person of Capt vV
Buren Ban of Kentucky I'hey
were married i L ] ]
wedding tour tra
nent Bridal couples, 1t 1 i
usually easy to recognize: certainly no
young couple ever attr
tention I'he hu
man, measured by o
ards —only  al
shorter than the bride.  In later vear
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Wedding of Tom Thumb

the conventional size of houses and furniture proved
» built 2 home to fit her

thing to match.
The house stood for
many years near Cleve-
land, Ohio. There was
not a door in it which
Annie need stoop to en-
ter. She died in 1883,
after traveling for ten
rears with Admiral Dot.

Every country in the
world has been since
ransi.cked to discover
some gizntess to replace
the robust Anmie, but
without success. Ella
Ewing 1s t:ller, but not
nearly so ponderous, nor

so pleasing.
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What the giants have gained in height in the mod-
ern circus the midgets have lost. There are ral
so-called midgets connected with the sar
t«ul.L_\' who would have been dwarfed beside t
people of half a century ago. Public taste
matters has become more critical, and yet the mid
of a past generation attained a fame unrivaled in o
dayv.
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hold word. It is an interesti
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Annie Bates and Hop-o'-My-Thumb

The Baltimore Giant

The Siamese Twins

Noah Orr and Mrs. Tom Thumb



