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A SCRAP-HEAP STREET.

FORTY-SECOND.

POOR OLD

N i
But Don't Lose Heart—See Deg-
non’s Promise.

STATEMENT FROM MICHAEL J. DEGNON.

Forty -socond-si. from Fourth to Sixth ave. will be
restored by my company to its mormal condition, with
nothing to obstruct trafiic, by a week from next Satur-
“ay might. This promise can be depended upon. The
worst of everything §s in sight just now, but we are
making rapld progress, and the merchants and others
futerested will mot have to wait longer than ten days,
and possibiy we can get everything shipshape a little
Lefore,

Vort

aves,,

between Fourth and Sixth

y-second-st.,
at its worst.

just where it is most used. Never in the his-

tory of that much travelled thoroughfare have |

conditions been so distressing and
they 2re to continue for nearly two weeks, at

least.

AS now,

Merchants and householders along the street
say that the responsibility for the chaotic and
dangerous condition rests on the Rapid Transit
Commission, John B. McDonald, the tunnel gen-
al contractor, and the Degnon-McLean Con-
tracting Company, the firm In actual control of
the construstion and reconstruction, both under

i on the surface of the street.
Attorn

District v Jerome has received com-
isance, and the Merchants
Board of Trade and
orough authorities have begun an inquiry into
t torn-up condition of the sireet. The Dis-
trict Attorney says that his office has nothi
to do with it, and that it is extremely doubtf
sboyt the subject being presented to the grand
Jury.

Mayor McClellan’s attention
to the dangerous state of a
complained of, and unless there is an ir

e

has been drawn

fairs in the street

nprove-
nprov

ment right away he will ask the Rapid Transit |

Commission to take prompt action, and, if nec-
essary, take the work away from the Degnon-

Mclean Contracting Company and have the
straightening up done &s emergency work.

PERILS OF TRAFFIC.

The policemen detailed to protect foot 7
sengers from danger have had a difficult task
for the last two or three weeks, and eye-
witnesses say that escapes from serious injury
have been frequent. It is impossible to reach
with a horse and wagon any bullding between
Fifth and Sixth aves. Granite blocks,
mounted by freshly shovelled dirt, make a bar-
ricade seven feet in height. This shuts off“the

S-

sur-

shopkeepers from getting supplies or sehdi!tz‘:

out goods, unless they “pack™ them out, coolie
fashion.

The scandalous condition of Forty-second-st. |

between the points referred to is much worse
than it ever has been.
broken up almost continuously for the last ten
wvears. In the last six years the merchants and
other business men have not at any time been
free from dirt heaps and contractors’ imple-
ments. The present condition of the street is
worse than at any time in days gone by.

A Tribune reporter saw Michael J. Degnon,
head of the Degnon-Mclean Contracting Com-
pany, at his office in the Park Row Building
vesterday. Following was part of the conver-
tion:

“Mr. Degnon, the business men in Forty-sec-
ond-st.,, Letween Fourth and Sixth aves, are
greatly wrought up about the torn-up condition
of the street and consequent damage to them
in running their business. They say that your
firm is responsible for it.”

“Things are at their worst—or rather they
look to be at their worst in Forty-second-st.,™
said Mr. Degnon. “There will not be much, If
any, improvement for the next ten days. By a
week from Saturday night the street will be re-
tored, and evervthing will be in good shape

egain, We pu hard day’'s work there on
Bunday. On accr ¢ being light on
Sunday the city a permit to
close Fifth-ave. r several hours. We put in

about three hundred loads of earth and graded
things up so that we will not have to hold up
traflic at Fifth-ave. and Forty-second-st.

“ITY PUTTING 1 WATER MAI

again,

N

“Things look bad now because the city is put-
ting in two 12-inch water mains, one on each
side of Forty-second-st. This 18 purely city
work, but we took the contract because it was

right on top of our tunnej} work, and we didn’t
want things torn up after we got all through
with the subway. We tackled at this time, so
&8 to get it all off our hands at once. The pipe
. d the
workmen are now excavating the trench on the
north side. This is what is provoking the criti-
cism. Between Fifth an
halted in this work of
pipe on the south sid f the street by an order
from the Water Department of the city. We
had to bring the pipe to near the surface of the
Etreet, and it is so close to the top of the ground
feared to trust a cast-
lered several sections of
ipe put in, and we had to get
Pittsburg. It was a special order, and
to wait for it, It is now in transit to
this city, and putting it in will not take long
after we get it here,

it

is In on the south side of the street

and

d Fourth aves. we were
putting in the 12-inch

that the city engi
iron pipe. They

wrought iron j3
this in
we had

neers

ore

Getting the big water mains
21l in shape before the tunnel is covered over is
the right thing to do, because all the business
places and

houses on the north side of the
street will connect with the new main. It's a
wonder {0 me that there haven't been more de-

lays on the Forty-second-st.
of work, a
Impossible to

section. It was a
very hard piece nd the severe winter
de 1t anything while the
frost was in the ground to a depth of four feet,
I'll stand by the prediction that things will be
in good shape Ly a week from Saturday night.”
Mr. Degnon's optimism shared by
Charles N. ( en, an engineer in the employ of
the Rapid Transit Commission assigned to the
Forty-second-st. work. Mr. Green was in front
of the Lincoln National ilaxrk. between Fourth
and Fifth aves., yesterday afternoon, when he
was asked about the closing up of the work on
the south side of the street, there being a big
hole there at present,

WROUGHT IRON PIPE ORDERED.

“The insertion of the wrought fron pipe in the
12-inch water maln has delayed the work of
covering the street on the south side at this
point,” said Mr. Green. *“The city engineers
bave brought the 12-inch main so close to the
surface of the street that they are afraid if they
use cast iron the would not stand the
strain. I don't believe the present arrangement
will suit them, now that they have made the
change, and I look to nr»e.tre main taken out
fgain bLefore very dong.”

A patient inspection of the construc:
between Fourth-ave. and Broadway
second-st. warrants the statement that the
contractors are not exercising due energy and
vigllance in thelr work, that the inspection of
the work on the part of the city authorities has
not been intelligent and that the public is being
unnecessarily inconvenienced through these der-

ma

do

is not

pipe

tion work
in Forty-

The Degnon Contracting Company has favor-
-_—

It is broken and torn up |

the |

The street has been |

ably impressed John B. McDonald with its skill
and businesslike methods. This concern has
a section of the Erooklyn tunnel extension to
build. It is buillding its Broadway section with
perhaps the minimum of inconvenience to the
public. It has to under its contract. The com-
pany is performing its work in Forty-second-st.
with the maximum of inconvenlence and annoy-
ance to the business n there, thus affording
object lessons of the right and the wrong way
to build tunnels. it is tied down hard and fast
| by specifications on its lower Broadway work,
and it is understood that these hard and fast
specifications do not govern the Forty-second-st.
work. The logical deduction is that the coms-
pany knows how to do the work so as to accoms-
modate the people, but will not do it in Forty-
second-st, it does not have to.
TRAFFIC HALVED,

All and sidewalk space in Forty-
second-st. is needed for passenger and vehicular

because
SPACE FOR

the street

traffic. When this space is cut down more than
50 per cent the inconvenience reaches the dis-
tressing stage. It has been so cut down by the

{ Degnon-McLean Contracting Company in Forty-
| second-st. Between Fourth and Vanderbilt aves,

the sidewalk on the south littered with
ain, empty and filled cement

sid

s is

| sections of water n

barrels, an as 1 1g plant and sections of
old metal feancing. Work that should be rushed
is going ahead slowly. A considerable area in
front of the Lincoln Bank being used as a
stone cutting 3 Huge granite flags are be-
ing redressed,
ing them in t

is

atory to relaying.
ves the cost of carting

prej

them to a st where they belong. Je-
| tween Vander 1 Madison aves.,, on the
south side 1@ streei, several granite flags
about twel et in length have been shoved
out | » the roadway. This, perhaps, would
be if the north side of the street
| we ructed. B the condition
{ is almost as bad. With the

abandon that Mr. Kip-
ew banana skins around

happy
thr»

ant thy

to the Limpopo River, the con-

tors have used one of the bus streets of

the

v 1 , dumping things
on both sides

, just where they

| ought not t are subway entrances
in this shont block g to the curb limit
on each side. Betw se subway entrances
red mortar mix-
| mes, sand and other
f ging to the contractors,
: DILAPIDATED ASPHALT.
i On the southwest corner of Madisc 1 and
| F scond-st. a new building is being put up.
| Across the street is the Hotel Manhattan. Ma-
| terial for the new building natur 1lly encroaches

upon the driveway in front.
stances it would seem that

Under such circum-
the little remaining
space ought to be kept in condition for use. It
| 1s not. The asphalt between the car tracks is all
| cut up, making It impossible for heavy loads to
be drawn there with any dispatch. A hansom
lurched against a brewery wagol rday af-
ternoon in getting through this ken up space,
with the result that the hansom was
wrecked. The driver got off to investigate, and
soon there was a blockade. Two women In a
victoria were hurrying to catch a tral 1 they
in a highly nervous state until

yest

driver got out of their way. 1T asphalt

Is!‘w':Ll be repaired between the tre v tracks

| without delay, so that all that is left of the straet
| can be used.

In front of No. 18 East Forty-second-st. a

le been made in the pave ant apparently

for a water main connection. teen-foot tim-

bers h

ave been used in
round this hole.

building a t
There is a si

| on the other side of the street, and it
larly fenced. No work of a kind was
done at either hole yesterday. A

| the street had to drive on the trol
| right kind of Inspection either w
this work up or would have prever
ing of such large fence

On the north , just east of Fift}
one of the worst spots in the entire Ther
is a heavy wooden fence built out into the high-
way at this point, extending toward Fourth-ave,
The inclosure is strewn with stone, planking,
iron, sand, dirt, bags of cement, manhole
covers and cast iron pipe. Just across the street
there is a plle of electric ducts, broken stone and

ited the b
s

side

is

a

soft

e

1 front of the Columbia B
east er of Fif
the cement men
and in order to g
Y!A' i f"" e
traffic that sic
sid
gside barrel
s, adding to the ch

LIKE A SANDSTORM.
But perhaps the biggest eyesore of
Fifth and Sixth
side of the street

cort

1«
le. n cemen
alk tossed
s of tar

tween aves. along

Here Is where the ney

| water main is being put in, and ever g
| being shovelled out to make ready for it. The
dirt is so high that it obscures ym the oppo-
site side of the street a view of the shop win-
dow and the dirt ridge was growir pace
vesterday as the hole went deeper. The heavy
wind seemed to enter into the spirit of mischief

after

ita
the sun, had dried 1t, and whisked it around «

and it took up the fresh dirt

cou

around, until everything

homa sandstorm.

looked like an

Park Commissioner Pallas has added his quota
to the miser situation. Mr. Jas 1s the
official who out a batch of rules containing

one prohibiting the private citizen from renting

s

Dress- |

partly |

han- |

| side of the street necessitated piling up th

porary |

IN

DARKEST FORTY-SECOND-ST.

— e

Other subway sub-contractors have packed up

their belongings and decamped. The Degnon
company's need of storage yards in the public
streets scems to be recognized all along the
line. There is precious little room in Park Row

between Beekman and Ann sts, and a brief

examination will convince the engineers in Chief

Engineer Parsons's office that the place for junk

is not in a busy thoroughfare like Park Row.
MR. RICE'S EXPLANATION,

“The people In Forty-second-st. wiil have to
a little longer,” sald Acting Chief
Rice, of the Rapld Transit
Commission, yesterday, when told about the
condition of things there. “It 18 true that things
are not in good shape there, but it aiso is true
that the work is belng closed up. The princi-
for the torn-up condition of Forty-
is that the city is putting in
mains on both sides of the

be patient

Engineer George S.

pal cause
second-st. now
twelve inch
street. The excavation for the one on the north

water

and pav blocks on the sidewalk. It Is proper
| to this work now and have it over with,

while the contractor is closing up

Tha Forty-ge« i

work was It

handle. The f is

feet m the surface. The contractor had to

blast his way along, leaving a roof over s

his window or fence, if it fronts the park, for
| advertising objectionable to Mr, Pallas The
commissioner lately rented to Harry C. Hart, a
| Tammany district leader, the privilege of cov
| ing the llbrary fer with bunion, whiskey
| other advertisemen Commissioner Willcox,
| his predecessor, m contractors
| get off park propert) as possible. Mr,
Pallas is different. pot in his
heart for contractors library
lot fence veste 1y :, broken
stone, pipe, ¢ 128 1 trucks.
They made a striking f« the catsup
and corset advertisements above
them.

On « ner of Fifth-ave 1d
Forty- = ioner Pallas allowed
the «« s bout ten two-horse |
wagon g of half rotten planking, formerly
used in the subway. Th are to be carted
away some time, but it w impossib for men
and women to stand at that street corner

terday. That some of them will be left there in-
definitely is likely, as tunnel workmen now and

then car d one away to cut up into short
pleces y rday.
BUSINESS MEN BADLY HAMPERED.
The street between Sixth and Seventh aves.,
while b, is not o bad as between Fourth and

Sixth. The business men all along the street
bave been hampered in numberless ways by the
tunnel work in the last three and a half years,
and it is particularly trying, now that the work
is almost done, to be more seriously embarrassed
than ever.

The Forty-second-st. section is not the only
place on the subway lige where the Degnon-Mc-
Lean Contracting Company has trled the pa-
tience of a long suffering public beyond the prop-
er limit. That company Is dragging things along
in lower Elm-st., to the detriment of the mer-
chants whose stores reach through to Elm from
Broadway. Elm, from Prince up, was newly
paved and thrown open for traffic last year. The
lower section will not be ready for months. The
Rapid Transit Comimission says it has urged the
opening of Eim-st,, but that the city authorities
have been derelict. It is not regulated and grad-
ed on the lower end,

position to let a contract for the regulating,
off the ground. That company has about five
hundred tons of scrap iron and other Junk in the
middle of Elm-st., near Worth. It begins to
look as 1f another year would roll by with Elm-
st, still unused. At present the Consolidated
Gas Company also is keeping the surface open
and has been called to account by the Rapld
Transit Commission.

In Park Row, between Beekman and Ann sts
is a plle of square timber, granite blocks, dlr't'
and metal. The moss Is beginning to grow on
them, and it will not be long before the ten-
der grass will shoot forth its shoots from the
dirt. The pile belongs to the Degnon company

buying

- For your own paimrqp

THE NATURAL LAXATIVE aﬂs tlpallon.

“Ask for it

the fuli name.

In justice to the borough |
officials it should be said that they are hardly in |

grading and paving until the Degnon company is |

yes- |

work, so that the surface of the street woul
be disturbed.
The

is the

mpany did successfully
sre were no important accidents,

xcavating for the tunnel naturally Te 1t

contractor to fill 1

necessary the

after the

and grade it

tpe and

tunnel steel

the
the

1 rioht
il 1

the

the su the ground.

near

to be built Pittsburg, and is now
way here. The south side of the street in front
Jncoln k can and will be closed up

g00n aus that

“The condition ¢ Elm-st. 15 chargeablle
to the author 18 not officially a
street & south from about Prince-st, not

n turned over for regulati

The sub-contractor 1
old ifron and building material tl
that away wh

having be
and p«
amount o
but it is a small task to cart
ever the clty ready to ulate, gra
pave the street. The Rapld T it Com
t responsibility for the conditi
t. Our part of the work is all rig
o longer any struction of Park Row
Below Beekman-st, there may
material and old junk aloug
vou suggest. There are odds

18
if

10t acce]

Elm-¢

1o
The
worthy the
be

the sid

some

as

and ends of work belng closed up under the sur-
face, and it {8 necesgary to have a hole leading
down into the subway along there somewhere,

at Centre-st and Park Kow has been
exceedingly heavy, and there is a good deal
to do yvet. I do not think that there has been
unreasonable delay or obstruction of traffic at

that point.”

The work

Downing, secretary to the Borough
, vesterday sent an order to all in-
having anything to do with work in

Forty- ond-st. to make special reports to the

main office on the progress of the work.
MW ave not much jurisdiction there,” said Mr.
Dow r. “The Rapid Transit Commission has

4

almost sole authority there. We have received
a number of complaints about the condition of
things in that street, and have done our part to
make things better, We are glad that The
Tribune called attention to the matter, and this
office will go the limit in closing up the work
there and affording the desired relief.”

YEARS OF CONFUSION,

The painful plight of the inhabitants of Forty-
second-st.,, between Broadway and Third-ave,
is & sharp reminder to them now that a reform
is needed. That street has been torn up almost
continuously for the last eight or ten years.
About eight or ten vears ago the diggers for Lne
Consolidated Gas Company fell upon Forty-
gecond-st.,, and when they had wrought half of
their work there was a wide ditch in the street.
The other half of their work was not wrought
until a yvear or so afterward. Then the paving
stones were replaced and the clff dwellers
thought joyously of tLeir dellverance. But
was not for long. The city soon wanted to lay
big water mains, and that took another year.
No sooner were things about to resume an old-
fashioned look than the “rebuilding” of the
Third Avenue Raillroad took place. They called
it rebuflding. Naughton & Company, through

iirt |

1 not |

| travel alc

ised instead of | ¢

{ other

it |

| endure what has been forced upon them.

in the office a few minutes ago. He told me
that he had been coming to New-York for the
last twenty-five years, and that he had never
been through Forty-second-st. in all that time,
s0 far as he could remember, when the street
was not torn up. I am quite prepared to be-
eve what he sald. It tallies with my own ob-
servation for many vears. It is a disgrace that
the people along this thoroughfare have had to
The
condition of the street seems to be worse at
this minute than ever before. We had to make
an entrance to the bank on the Forty-first-st.
side, so as to accommodate our customers. We

were shut off for months at a stretch on the
Forty-second-st. side. We are now not in
much better shape. Murphy, that patrolman
out there in front of the bank, has saved a
dozen lives, if he has saved one. People get
started a 88 the street, and in trying to dodge
a truck or an ayton ile fall in hole left by
the contractors., \ are all growing heartsick
over the p pect. I am very much pleased
t Tribune has taken hold of this busi-

it The
s I

to

am in

hurry

s01

hopes hing will be
up the work. Ve would have
rk getting along if it had not been
. the Rapid Transit Commission’s
1 on this work. He has stuck
the front of our building
debris, but it has been very

had hard w

)
that.”

bad

18 here v e

us,"” sald Thomas

up condition of the streets makes |

V. Murphy, the bi on post at the |
crossing in front of oln Bank, in Forty-
second-st Ve rd everal t s people

vation i trying to

lodge h street. It keeps me
on the to take care of the
folks here contractors are doing the

best they ey are awful slow in get-
ting thin
HARD WORK FOR THE POLICE.
business to see that c is not
and that oz » who ha

do so,

t in the
tior basement
tion, yesterday. “We
8 that the contractors

it Commission. Our

verything possible to
s t, but it is a
relief to the com

z.
ast corner of

Madison , said that 1t
was hurting bus! the ntractors to keep
the street torn g, 1 that he was get-

ting disgusted
“Get after the company,” said E. W,
the b , at No. 2 East Forty-
Degnon peog re the fellows

* have till September 24 to fin-
1d they don't care how much

we ki written them repeatedly, but
it does . For three or four months back
there was nothing at all doing on

They sald they w » waiting for

get out of the ground. They are just

to get down to work. I guess they are afr:

the papers. They don't do any night work at all,
If they would work a few men at night, when
traflic is light, they would get this surface work
done in a hurry.,”

wct when they get |

elephant on dress parade.
torfas with more Lady Geraldines, more auto-
mobiles, more ‘buses, more victorias, a Hebrew
on a load of trousers, a coupe “trimmed” with
steamer trunks and a rolypoly baby looking out
the door, throwing kisses to rich and poor alike,
bless her heart! Came blondes and brunettes,
rich men, poor men, beggar men and possibly
thieves, doctors, lawyers, merchants, and, in
fact, all kinds, breeds, colors, of the sons and
daughters of Adam. They all rode across Forty-
second-st., and when they were safely across
those who looked around at all seemed to look
as if they were glad they had not fallen into a
pit.

TOO MANY “GOOD THINGS.”

wo Suicide Attempts from Tips on
Races—Omne Man Bit, One Didn’t.

that went through and another that lost, are said
to be responsible for George Welshertinger's and
John Strobel purchasing revolvers In M t Ver-
non and announcing th were

yesterday,

t

| going to kill themselves, While th were bidding
their friends goodby the police, w had been tele-
phoned to, arrived and placed w e sui-
cides -under arrest. They are now locked up in
Police Headquarters, and will be arraigned before
Judge Be »tt In the Court of Special Sesslons
this morn

Since t! ring meet at Morris Park started
numerous rumors on ‘“‘good things” have been
| afloat. At first the sporting fraternity made money,
but In the last week the “bookles™ are several

thousand dollars richer as a result
tempts to beat them.

of these at-

John Str . thirty-two years old, an 1

| Mount Vernon, received a telegram on S

play Hermis. "That was Str s busy and
{ he eould not leave his job to take his m y down
to Morris Park to bet on the horse. When Strobel
| heard how Hermis galloped home at odds of 7 to
{1 spondent. ¥ brooded i
+ misfortune, and finally, purchs
| a box of cartridg told his

| to end his tro 5. The po

for, and Patrolman Conkling 2

| ke Strobel from carrying out his

George Welshertinger, thirty-nir A
fn Yonkers., He went to Mount Ve
and, after buying a reve

, lives

)y vesterday

nd a box of car-
| tridges, he visited “Phil” saloon, where he
sald that he was go t it on Scott's
Bridge. Welshertinger, it is celved a tip

| yesterday on Balkal,

“It {8 high time that something was done to
get this street in shape so that people can do
business her sald the manager for Acker, |

Merrall & Condit, northwest
and Forty-second-st. “I have to keep two men
busy cleaning off the showcases. The dust 1s
blown into the store in clouds. It is a curse and
a shame the way this contract work has been
done, You can’t put it too strong. We lost a
good horse the other day by accident in trying
to drive wagon enough to the store
to unload goods., A woman can't drive
up to this corner in her carriage, There's no
use fighting. The contractors say they have a
city job, and that they have a right to use as
much of the street as they like. We write down
to them, and they promise they will get the work
in a hurry and get out of the way. And
then it is the same old story of delay. 1 had to
hire eight men to carry stuff from a
the store the other day. The wagon stopped
clear over on the other side of the street.
Waldorf-Astoria coach tried to get by here the
day, and at last the driver swung the
horses right up to the sgldewalk and drove the
big coach up on the corner of the walk. I
didn’t blame him a bit. He couldn't get by any
other way."

A GAY LIVELY CORNER.

Fifth-ave. and Forty-second-st, is one of the
gayest and liveliest spots in the world. The be-
holder with a discerning eye and brain gets
there a show that dazzles and absorbs at one
and the same time. Within a compass of sixty
seconds yesterday there drove by that corner in
opposite directions a furniture van, its front
seat occupied by three large colored men eating
bananas, and a span drawing a coupe carrying
two nuns. Willlam Cullen Bryant may have

corner Fifth-ave,

ose

gome

all done

AND

| stood there years ago, although it more likely

the ald of Richard Croker and others in Tam- |

wrote:
ripped wida open, and strong and patient Tam- |
many heelers waited patiently at so much a day |

many Hall, got the contract. The street was

on the banks of the excavation for the road to
be rebuilt. It took a year or two, and so much

money that the road was wrecked. Forty-
second-st. by this time was getting used to
modern plagues. The people withstood them

with the doggedness of Pharaohs. After the
Third Avenue was “‘electrified” and its treasury
“electrocuted” came the subway., It got to
Forty-second-st., and succumbed to the tempta-
tlon to turn westward. That was about four
vears ago. For four patient years the dwellers
in Forty-second-st. have walked clrcumspectly
as the sappers and miners employed by the Deg-
non-McLean Contracting Company have thun-
dered below and above ground. The ten year
period is past due, and with one mighty resolve
the people there now say to the contractors:
“Get out! Get out quick, and don’'t come around
any more!”

COLONEL JAMES DESPAIRS.

When Colonel Thomas L. James, president of
the Lincoln National Bank, heard Charles N,
Green, of Chief Engineer Parsons’s staff, say that
the twelve inch water main in front of his bank
probably would have to come up after it was
covered over, he threw up his hands despair-
ing)- and exclaimed:

“There we go again! I kiew il! It's too
good to be true that we'll have this street re-
stored.” Colonel Jaumes and James D. Layng, a
director of the bank, were with The Tribune
reporter and Mr. Green when the latter referred

to the construction work that was keeping the |

ttl:'eet open. Colonel James went on:
Ex-Senator Holmes, of Madison County, was

was down at Fulton-st. and Broadway, when he

How fast the flitting figures come,
The mild, the flerce, the stony face,
Some bright with joyous hope, and some
Where secret tears have left their trace!

Surely enough they are all there—all the types.
About one hundred equipages of various kinds
g0 by every two minutes, The dust was blow-
ing a cloud yesterday, but the people were out
for a good time and 4id not seem to mind {t.
Four policemen manned the middle of the road-
ways, as usual. These men earn their money.
They are alert, capable, enduring and patient.
The crosstown surface cars cut in twain the
north and south streams of traffic. The Forty-
second-st., East Thirty-fourth-st. and West
One-hundred-and-thirtieth-st. ferry cars run
back and forth. Any time of day is good enough
to see people, horses and wagons, but the busy
time is between 4 and 5. It is about that time
when our several Lady Peggys are out calling,
all in their best bibs and tuckers. “Thank God!
I don't hev to buy all them clothes,” exclaimed
a bewhiskered old gentleman with a suggestion
of hayseed in his volce, if not in his hair, in the
hearing of the reporter yesterday. For instance,
these were the wagons that went by in one min-
ute yesterday: A covered delivery wagon, feed
and hay, Fifty-ave. stage, one loaded with three-
inch pine planking, an Italian in a Yankee four-
wheeled chariot loaded with plain shovels, an
express wagon with a dog yelping on the
driver's seat, three automobiles, a vehicle be-
longing to one Degnon, contractor, loaded with
trouble for Forty-second-st. people, My Lady
Geraldine In her victoria, a big coke wagon
drawn by three horses bound for Second-ave,
This democratic outfit cut across the up and
down stream, parting it with the dignity of an
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LONG TERMS FOR YOUNG ROBBERS.

| Judge Sends Them to State Prison, Saying

wagon to |

The |

They Would Upset a Reformatory.

Long terms in prison

were meted out to four
young highwaymen by Jud

McMal

in General

SHOWS COAL TRUST PACL

Baer Says the Lord Was Responsi-
ble for Freight Tie-Up.

v
RAILROAD LENDS TO COAL cCo.

‘The Interstate Commerce Commission yesterday
took up again the.inquiry Into the anthracite ceal
rate. George F. Baer, president of the Phila-
delphia and Reading Railroad, was asked to pre-
duce the contracts between the Temple Iron Com.
pany and Simpson & Watkins, of Scranten, dated
February 27, 1889. This the witness did, togethep
with copies of the contracts, which were filed ag .
evidence. He produced also tile contracts betweey
the Temple Iron Company and the Guaranty Trusg
Company, of New-York, as trustees., and the Le-
high Valley, New-Jersey Central, Lackawanna,
Erie, Susquehanna and Western and Philadelphig
and Reading companies. These showed that the rail-
road companies guaranteed payment of the Templs
Iron Company’'s bonds in propertfen to their shareg
of coal freight.

Mr. Baer said the cost of mining anthracite coal
had been higher since .tho Strike Commission de-

cision than before that time. Meanwhile bitumia-
ous prices had decreased, he said, and anthracita
prices had to be reduced to meet it. Steam sizes

of coal had increased in cost to the consumer, he
sald, but steam sizes are the smaller percentage of
the anthracite output as compared with the pre
pared size output.

Mr. Baer said he saw no reason why the
anteeing company ever should be called upon
funds, except, peossibly, at times of strike
foreseen great disaster
losses the Temple Iron Com
to care for itself unassisted.
at about par.

The Reading company,
mately 875,00 a year for
without increasing their value, and the cost
about to be increased to more than $1,000,000
went over the details of a report and showed
normal losses on account of damages done to co
lieries by floeds early in 193, which, he said m
than explained the apparent discrepancy
reported earnings.

“‘On a 4 per cent basis the eading ou
make 5,000,000 a year,” he said, “and until it d
reach that figure I will not agree that the price
coal is too high.”

'he allegation that the ecarrfers purpesely ti
up coal traffic in winter or failed to furnish cars
to collleries had no foundation in fact, Mr. Baer

suare

or

In the event of

ordn

be

he stock had

abla

sold

he said, pays approxi-
repairs to its collleries
is

He

m the

F

| gaid. There was a freight congestion last winter
to a degree not known in many years, and it was
| a to physical conditions.

Then came more vie- |

“The Lord, though it may shock you' he said,
*“was responsible for that. It was one of the
things over which we had no control.™

Alfred Walter, former president of the Lehigh
Valley, said the ratlroad company paid the coal
company from 60 to 65 per cent of tidewater prices.
The coal company’'s production cost formerly was
on a basis of 60 per cent to the miner and # per
cent to the company, and later, in 191, the propor-
tlon was changed to 6 and 35 per cent. Asked if
it was not true that if the published rates were paidg
the Lehigh Valley Coal Company would have lost
money, Mr. Walter answered affirmatively, and
sald the coal company borrowed from the railroad
company. Its borrowings, he said, were not based
primarily on freight lesses, but were contingent on
the coal company treasury.

To-day W. H. Truesdale, presilent of the Lacka-
wanna Railroad, will be called.

' NEW-YORKER'S BIG SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Sessions yesterday. To inc holding up
and robbing Martin 8. C¢ -three years
old,. of No. 167 East d-fourteenth-
st.,, at Seventh-ave. an I'wenty-fifth-st., John
Cullen, aged twenty-thr and Willlam Bell, aged
twenty-three, had plead . while Joseph
Kettle and Louis Maso, boys of seve n, were
convicted of robbery in 1 degree "he |

former two were sentenc enrs and five

months each ‘in State's I Kettle and
Maso to ten years and nine 3 each

Judge MeN on recelved a petition signed by
residents sa g that Seventh-ave. was infested by
yYoung robbers, who in the last two years had
committed numerous crimes, ssaulting men,
women and children, sometimes in broad daylight,
and taking anything of value that the possessed,
even to stripping clothing from their victims.

“I never before,” sald Judge McMahon, *“ran

across such a cowardly gang of young thugs and
criminais, A reformatory is no place for them.
They would upset a reformatory. ate prison is
the place for them. I hope this may dbe a warning
to others."

)
RAILWAY ° ASSOCIATIONS COMBINE.

Transportation and Car Accounting Officers |

in New Organization.

Washington, May 24.—The Railway Transporta-
tion Assoctation and the International Assoclation
of Car Accountants and Car Service Officers, rep-
resenting a majority of the railroads in this coun-
try and Canada, to-day effected a consolidation
under the name of the Assoctation of Transporta-
tion and Car Accounting Officers.

The new association has a membership of 250
men, Including the superintendent of transporta-
tion and superintendent of car service and the
car accountant of every prominent railroad in
the United States, Mexico and Canada. Its object,
as stated in the constitution, is to promote im-
provements in methods of car service accounting
and transportation. To a certain extent the asso-
clation will be the active working organization

for the American Rallway Association, originat-
ing methods and submitting t ' ;
!h{‘ o g 3 & them for approval to
. F. Brennan, general car agent of X
falo, Rochester and Pittsburg Rnﬂ'ny.owa;h:le??:d
resident, and G. P. Conrad, of “The Raillway
_(}ulpment Register,” New-York, was chosen sec-
retary,
——————————

CRAIN WANTS MORE EXEMPT PLACES.

‘Commissioner Crain of the Tenement House De-
partment has made application to the Clvil Ser-
vice Commission for permission to create three
new exempt places in his department. They are
to be an assistant superintendent for the Borough
of The Bronx, a secretary to the superintendent
and a new secretary to t w departme:
These officers are to ¥htw re‘:lncth!::ely 31,960, ﬂ.n“t:
and §2.800 a year. The Civil Service Commission
:éloln. hold a hearing on the application this after-
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Increases One at Campbell Hall

56 to 333.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THR TRIBUNE.]
Middletown, N. Y., May 24—A remarkable re
fn building up Sunday school
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by Robert C. Turnball
home at Campbell Hall
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has 333 1
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SUSPECT SPORTING GOODS SWINDLE.
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Man Who Offered Twelve Baseballs for $L
Arrested.

olice of Newark have in custody an alleged
., they think, has been making from
for st three weeks. He gives
Edward W h, but refuses to

The poll are very anxious to
dence, as they hope to find there a

He may be turned over to the
yvernment for fraudulent use of

tell

ice have learned, they belleve
1 circular letters to a large
ons interested in amateur
firm name used was Ha
> address was given as No.
wark, and the was supposed

baseballs,

Ne¢

I v orders.

CHASED BY WOMAN INTO WALDORF.

Man Appeals to Tenderloin Police for Help,
but Refuses to Give His Name.

A man rushed into the Tenderloin station early
g and told the sergeant that he was be-
sped that he was &
n or net far from
1-ave. when a we d woman, with traces
on her face, dashed into the station When
the man learned that to make a complaint he would
have to give his name, he said he would make no

ing the woman
but they were both
tion to him

“Will you keep he
the man pleaded. and :
glve me twenty seconds
e nst her and I'll keep her
“If not, she can go whel

out. “Just

to RO
handicap, and then turi

star

v+ ch

p i house,
nan darted out of the station
i He hurried through
she following him.

the

"l‘)l"!: b
with the woman at his heels.
West Thirtieth-st. to Broadway,

r voman still be-
He led the way to the W rf. the woman s
)u‘unl ‘uul we into the hotel w_h»r‘x\'.ne u-:;]zwh:;
among the corridors after neariy half an hour
wandering.
She refused to the Incident, and, sobe

bing, turned up Fif

EELD FOR ROBBERY ON CAR.

Youthful Pair Accused of Attacking &
Woman and Stealing Her Pocketbook.

were Georg®
nd Mrs.

A young couple, who sald they

of No. 130 East Twenty-third-st.,

Lyons,
May Smith, of No. 15 West Seventy-sixth-st., wers
arraigned in Jefferson Market Court yesterday

o Mrs. Susan Marboch, of No.
he said the pair and a woman
- .s-:‘r and took from her &
15 on a car in Spring-st.
£ behind the man and two

charged with rob
76 East Fourth-st.
who escaped
rocketbook contaln
She id she was s -
wht;m:?x.‘ uu\; they turned round and mn;;l:;idl‘:"
They spat on her, she said, and then
} throwing her to the gro The
said, took the pocketbock
t

‘Mrs. Rose Wolf., wi

Beekman, of No. 130

testimony.

';‘he prisoners denied that they 'h:d &:ﬂk"l

in the alleged robbery, Lyons sayving e

two women fighting and tried to stpgr;lw .
““Phis is what I get for butting in. R,
The prisoners were held in $L00

General Sessions.

———————
WANT PARK AT INWOOD-

The Loecal Board of Public lmpro"’".“
Washington Helghts district yesterday of
hearings on petitions for the laying out. 1sland.
parks on the northern end of 185 acres
The first was for a park to take in “‘ of the
of Inwood Hill, which Is the extremeé ‘w n
fsland. The second proposed b pestead
what is known as the old Dyckmad the south
about thirty acres of land., It a“-dg from
fde of the Sh %-‘:'l uly
side a., 'ol!;\;:cm ip £ as far 80 3
s

from her
her

she

a tatlor, and

e of
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Prince-st.,
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