NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

FRAIL FLOWERS FOR WHICH

MEN RISK THEIR LIVES.

HIGH PRICED ORCHIDS.

Many Perils Are Undergone in
Securing Rare S pecimens.

It costs time and money and sometimes life
to gather some flowers, The flowers are not the
fortune telling daisies, the silky petaled roses
the buttercups growing beside the dusty road
in the tall grass. They are the fragile orchids
living in the humid jungles of the tropics. To
find these men are willing to take journeys of
two and three years' duration and costing much
money, besides risking their lives.

It 18 sald that many enthusi
their lives from fatigue and from disea
in the pestilential which so
many of the richest orchids. Some of the fi
of these queer plants have been found in sw
jungles and almost impenetrable foresta, Weeks
are spent floating down rivers in South America
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large numbers of the orchids,
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the branches of the trees over the water. The
insects which are attracted to the flowers are
in some Instances dangerous to human life. In
such cases the tree Is cut down and towed

through the water until the insccts have been
washed off. Bometimes snakes are found In
the trees. Lives have been lost from attacks by
these, or from wild animals. The hundreds of
nitives who have been hired by collectors as
guides and porters have added to the number of
those whose lives have been suacrificed.

The logs of life is not always due to troplcal
fevera, the bites of dangerous insects, or the at-
tacks of reptiles and animals. Sometimes a
collector Is killed by a native for his money,
wnd is never heard from agaln. A collector
¥ho expects to be gone two or three years may
kke with him treasure to the amount of from
$30,000 to $50,000 to cover hls expensea. Only
a few years ago a London firm sent a collector
to South America. It was expected that his
drip would take at least two years, and he car-
4ed with him $40,000. e never came back out
f the South American forest. It was supposed
%e had been murdered for his money.

Orchids are found In a number of different
&ropical countries. Some of the finest are said
b come from the Philippines. It is belleved that
there remain In these island: many choice va-
reties to be discovered. They are found also in
India, Australia, Brazil, Mexico and other coun-
tries.

There

are persons who collect orchids as
others do coins or postage stamps, paying large
sums for single plants. It is said that a sum
nearly twice ag large as the largest price paid
for a tulip bulb in the time of the famous tulip
craze, 200, was paid in London last year for
ne plant, and that the stock of another is valued
at £10,000. The highest valued orchid is said
to be in the collection of Sir Trevor Lawrence,
of Dorking, England. Its value has not been
tested by eale, however, as the owner cultivates
orchids for his own pleasure solely. Miss Gould
s said to have paid $5,000 for one plant,

Some orchids are so large that large teams are
old that thoy
DBaron Aponoya,

required to move them, and so
outrank the lives of most men.
an Hungarian nobleman, bought from a Vencz-
uelan a plant which was said to be one hundred
years old. He pald $5,500 for it. It was so
heavy that several teamns of oxen were required
to draw it from the forest to the coast for
transportation over sea.

Among the flne collections is that of Baron
Behro of the Dell, who has a collection
occupring twenty-three houses, almost under
the massive towers of Windsor Castle. For

ler,

two of his specimens he has been offered $3,000

apiece. Some men make a specialty of one
genus. R. H. Measures, of London, and Mr.
Rothwell, of Brookline, Mass., are said to have

remarkably fine collections of this character.
That of Mr. Measu is one of the
the world. Mr. Mea s took up the
of orchids for the benetit of his health.
cian told him to buy a pl
take up the cultivation
plant. He seclected
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Both sleepers were concealed under a mountain
of straw, and, reflecting that he had drenched

the outside servant the day before, the farmer

Gec d that it would be only just to drench the
inside one this time.
: cordingly, the philosopher was aroused
1 by a great deluge of cold water.
But his spirit of resignation was net at all

disturbed.
“ “This ine

off his

ident teaches us," he said, as he took

wet clothes,
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AN ORCHID HUNTER'S RAFT.

From these rafts the collectors gather orchids, which hang from branches over the water,

unusually fine specimen, so fine that the owner
divided it into ten parts. Of these he sold eight
for sums which bought the total receipts up to
$10,000. The firm from which he bought it orig-
inally, hearing of this, tried to buy from LkEim
one of the parts. He refused to sell it for less
than $5,000, notwithstanding the fact that he
would still have one part re maining.

e ——
TOO MUCH RESIGNATION.
Bishop Cortlandt Whitehead, of Pennsylva
was talking about re
“This attitude of
be carried too far.
in the case of a c«

nation.
mind,” he

id, "“can hardly
I rather think, though, that
rtain philosophic farm hand
an alarm clock wou'd have served better than
the excessive which the
played,

“He was a great philosopher, and he slept in
the barn with the stable boy. The two, one win-
ter morning, and the
farmer, very with a pail of ice
water to get them up. The philosopher lay on
the outside, nearest the door, and he it was who
received the full contents of the pail,

“*‘Oh, well,’ he said, in his resigned way, ‘1
will take measures to avoid this another time."
And he dried himself with handfuls of hay.

“The next night he was earcful to lle en the
ingide. He ard the boy overslept themselves
again, and again the farmer came with the pafl

resignation man dis-

overslept  themselves,

angry, came

-

came. One morning, happening to go to the
lonely little telegraph office, he said to the op-
erator:

“lI suppose you have received no dispatch
for me?"

“Why, ves, sir,” the operator replied, “there
'as a dispatch for you the other day, but it
was all twisted and confused. I couldn't make
head or tail of it, so I didn't think it was any
use to send it up to you.™

o

A4 SLIGHT MISUNDERSTANDING.

A. H. Kirkland, the Ioston entome.ogist, who
has shown the toad to be oune of the farmer's
best friends, said recently:

“The toad has been misunderstood in the
rast—as much misunderstood as a certain
friend of mine,

“This chap was making a walking tour, and
one night he put up at a little hotel in Florida.
Next morning, at breakfast, the landlord said
to him:

“‘Did you enjoy the cornet playing tn the
room next to yours lust night?

“‘Enjoy it?” my friend shouted savagely. ‘1
should think not. Why, I spent half the night
pounding on the wall to make it stop.

“It must have Deen a misunderstanding,’
5ald the landlord, gently. ‘The cornet player
told me that the person in the next room ap-
phude‘l. him so hwln‘ m-'z_u went ever every
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|
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MR. ROOSEVELT.

Continued from second page.

with the baggage wt
Cuba.” It did not
than half an heur t«

rest ef the boys go
«# the prisener more
th his commanding offi-

behind with the baggage,
“I'll never dare go back home

So you want

Colonel

to go to Cuba. do you?" asked
Roosevelt,

“T do, worst kind.,” repliecd MeShane.

“Well,” said the colonel. “if there is any man
in the regiment that ought to be shot, it's
you. '™

“Thank you, celonel, thank you. You're go-
ing to take me, ain't you?" cried the prisoner.

“If you v promise to behave yourself,” said

Colonel Roosevelt
After the in Cuba, and

ed, some

r down
» be dist

trouble was ove

whe the pris-
on was.
“What prison ed Colonel Roosevelt,
“The man ser te six months in jail*
replied the in r.
“QOh, I remitted that sentence,” replied Colo-

it never occurred to me
till that moment,” said the P ident telling the
story afterward, “that McShane's sentence had
been approved by the major general command-
ing the department, and that no one but the
President had the power to ‘remit’ that sen~
tence.™

“But the trooper went into battle, didn't he?™
asked one of the President's hearers

“Yes, and he was a mighty fine soldier aftee
that,™ said the President

Sometimes the loyalty of the President's ad-
mirers i3 carried to such a point that he is
obliged to call a halt for sheer self-preservas
tion. There was a trooper in his regiment whae,
after the war, followed him from place to placey
asking only the privilege of adoring. Adoration
{s all right in small doses, but when one meets
his worshipper at every street cormer, when out
riding or walking, and cannot get rid of thag
beaming, soulful gaze, it may become tiresome
One day the President was reminded of the in-
tense admiration of this particular man. “He
simply worships the ground you tread,” the
man's friend observed.

“Oh, yes, so It appears.

nel Roosevelt. “And

And still it would be

»gal to drown him,"” exclaimed the Chief
gistrate.
As a maker of epigrams the President is fa-

mous in the circle of his friendss. Many eof his
sayings will probably live as long a3 some of hils
more deeply utterances, thoug
spoken on the spur of the moment and given out
for private consumption only. It will be many
a year before his estimate of a well known New-
York politictan is forgetten by the small circla
that heard ft.

“That man,” exclaimed the President, as the
latest gyration of the person in question was be=-
ing discussed, “is returning to his arboreal an-
cestors. 1 should not be surprised at any mo=
ment to see him grow a tail and swing off from
the chandelier.”

ON THE PYRAMIDS.

It ts sald that Richard Harding Davis once
made a joke abdbout the Fyramids that s still
repeated at Shepheard's Hotel, the fashionable
hostlery of Catran

Mr. Davia was studying the Pyramids, and &

guide approached and sald to him:
“It took l:tng:«h of years to Dduild them

monuments, air.
®A government jod, eh7™ sald the novelist,

considered




