
BTATUARY ON THE BROAD ST. FACADE OF THE STOCK EXCHANGE. J. Q- A. WARD, 6CTLPTOR.
Mary persona have criticised the male figures ns too frank tc their nudity.

THE NUDE IS ART. many year? apo. Th" status was originally the
property of E. A. \S'oodwaj"d, at one time pri-

vate secretary to "Boss" Tweed. The statue Is

heroic In size, and the marble is of fine quality.
though It now shows the effects of exj>o.-;ure

to the weather. When new the Venus is said
to have cost $.-«<«\u25a0>, and the duty paid on the

statue amounted to as much more When first
brought to this country she was set up at Mr.

Woodward's summer place on Long Island
Sound. Tl n Inr troubles began. .^h • was
either blown over or fell ovei In some way, and
one leg wns cracked i: BU< b a manner as to
make \u25a0\u25a0 • inry a wire support. It was some
time aft< r this accident that the Venus passed
Into Judge Belleck'i fa mda Th>- Judge was then
living ii. Korwalk, and he erected t v.
stat'.j- 01 t.is propeitj there But certain art. r.:i. s of Norwalk evinced no more regard for
the unconventional statue than certain residents
\u25a0•f Stratford have now shown. Her la. kof cos-
tume was freely <riii. Ised, ar.d Bnally one morn-
ing tt:e Judge awoke and looking from his win-
dow was astonished to find bis Venus aglow in
what - •

1•\u25a0..it .\u25a0 to be one gigantic blush. In-
vestigation showed it to 1•• red paint, and sticky
paint at that. a turpentine bath restored the
Yen iito her natural state, however. The Venus
was also dressed vi by the judge's neighbors
during her \u25a0:\u25a0> in Norwalk, luuth as she »a?
in Ktratford the othei day, except that much
bettei taste was displayed i>y the unknown >os-
turners In X. rwalk.

When Judge s.ii.. k sold his property In Nor-
walk, the purchaser •: tlined to lake the Venus,
and ih* judge •;;.•.\u25a0\u25a0• Stratford. In
transportation the statue's beauty suffered
somewhat, and a stonecutter had to <i>> some
work before it was put In place on the Judge's
grounds ir. Stratford. Thai was about fourteen
years ;ik<>- Weather stains have disfigured the
features \u25a0 triri<\ and a slipping away of the
••;irth foundation has given a lurch of the figure
to one side, suggesting that it i.s about to
scamper across the lawn to the sheltering
shadow of the Judge's porch.

The Judge Insi Is that it has a right to b<*
where it is, and that it must have protection
Ilia young bulldog, foxy. La being reared in
that belief also.

Old Topic Revived by Recent Hap-

penings Here.
The ancient but ever new d'^us-i n about th.
iu>!o in art has been revived here recently by
the travelling of J. Q. A.Ward*! statuary en the
I".cist, front of the Stock Exchange, and 1-.

I:.<\u25a0 tact that BiOßdJ'l "Saturnalia" i1i1
-

1"I in the
prominent place at the Metropolitan Mus- uu. of
Art the sculptor expected it to occupy But
1his great metropolis is not the only placi v h« r
art critics differ. Stratford, Conn., is another

\u25a0 tntre of population where the nude In art i-
1 ••! whollyappreciated, if an indignity off>r- d to
b tatue of Venus, owned by ex-J .: \u25a0 AJ.drew
.- lleek, may be taken as an expression of \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0'• s

lie temperament, Judge Belleck, who bouse i-

Rurrounded by spacious grounds, baa en bla
!:;\u25a0. n iVenus dc Medici that aaa basked ••-•

\u25a0 In
!!.\u25a0 sun and shivered in tin- snow f«.r about
( teen years. The Venus is stati«ned rome
<.. lance from the str<-et, and baa altogether

borne herself In as ladylike a manner us pos-
s.i!f, considering Uk scant wardrobe allottel
!. r Judge Belleck says he did not suppose l.is
V. mis had an enemy in Stratford, bit be itwok •

one morning recently to And that in Ihi nlghl

some miscreants had treated Imr shamefully.
< i] !i(r bead was a bov'a hat of rough str.t.v.

.'.'•lit her body bad been fastened \u25a0>\u25a0 port] n ol
a gaudy bathing suit, while an old borse blanket
hail been fashioned Into a skirt and fastened
around her. A sign attached to the statue bore
this legend: "Ain't it a shame?" T!.- Judge an
swers the Qttestioa in the affirmative, tie think
it :\u25a0\u25a0 .1 \u25a0 name, not so much that practical j>'k- r<

st mid have wished to dress up the statue, but

because they signed to the painted sign the
name of a man whom Judge B* li'-ck is eonvtn< el
had thing whatever to do with the affair.

Judge Belle* Venus has had a hard time
of it since con. to this country from Italy

With th< h»lp of a friend, a true lover of
lirds, Ihave made as complete a census as
possible, im»l of the !irds which we shot during

the rammer, nor of the nestf and eggs which
we <<•:'•\u25a0'!••!. for we did neither; but a I st of
t!,'- v. i-il birds which bui'.d their nests and suc-
cessfully r«-ar their young in the Zoological
I'ark. Our list numbers exactly sixty-one spe-
cies of birds—a remarkable number to be found
breeding within the limits of so small an area,
and especially as it is in Now -York City Itself.
This shows what protection will accomplish,
while many other fclaces of eo.ua! area near by

With July we round out our twelfth month
glimpse of Urn bird world near New-York.
I~ist month we watched the courtships and love-
making. We listened to the passion songs, and
saw the patient mothers begin their long vigils.
July is the month of young birds, hatched often
lat>» in June, but struggling for weeks with the
problem which face them of obtaining fool «.-.d
of avoiding their legion of enemies.

Within the bounds of the Zoological Park are
Included some two hundred and seventy acres,

part of which is in a wild, wooded condition,

while much is given up to the collection of
animals and birds. The wild feathered creat-
ures, seeing the contentment of the captive birds

In th.-ir ample cage? and ranges, respond at once.
It is as if they said, tlo to. our brethren are
s.if.- and happy. This s the best home for u\
ti>-ar them," and thereupon they choose mates
and make tluir home within the protection of
the park's wir^ t»«ur:d:iry.

By C William V.ecbc. Curator of Ornithology.

New-York Zoological Society.

A Var'u ttj of Feathered Folk Within
the Zoo's Wire Boundary.

JULY BIRD HOMES.

TUP VENTS DE MEDICI.
Neighbors clothed her !r. cast off garments recent??

If night as she stood on the la*a of Audrey
Selleck. at Stratford. Conn.

Of the birds which in th* spring and fall
teeter along the edge of the r.ronx River, a pair
or two of spotted sandpipers remain throughout

the summer, content to lay their eggs In sotno
retired place where there la little danger to

them or to the fluffy balls of long legged down
which later emerge. Formerly the r.-d tailed
hawk ami the great homed owl nested in the
park, but of. late they have retreated to more
Isolated places and of their families there re-
main only the sparrow hawk and the little
screech owl. The former la a most valuable bird
If peopla only knew it. v most of hist foot

are tenanted by a scant dozen species of blrda.
L«et us s.e what a walk In late June, or es-

pecially in July, will show of interesting >oun^
birds. Th-> wild wood ducks frequently decoy
to the Cocks of pinioned birds, and occasionally
mate with one of there. This year a wild duck
mated with cue in the park, and woul 1 not
desert the brood even when the little d'>wny
birds were being caught and pinioned. Such
devotion la rare Indeed. In the top of o:;e of
the most inaccessible trees in the park a pair
iffblack crowned night herons <have built their
rough nest of sticks for several years, and from
the pale jrre-.'n eggs hatch the most awkward of
nestlings, which nevertheless ilourish on a, diet
of BmrJl fish. When they are able to tly they
pay frequent visits to their friends in the great
flying cage, perching

•• the top and gazing with
longing at the abundant feasts of fish which
the birds inside are enjoying. This is the only

duck and heron thus to honor the park, although
many other species are common at the time of
the migrations.

NEW-YOJKK TKiLiI.NE ILLUSTRATED SUiTLEME2sT.

BIONDIS SATURNALIA AT THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM DP ABT.
Critic*Jiff,ras to the g«...,i taste of .iis;,iavi,, this group to the gaze of the general public.
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