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Mr. Andrew Lang is a lucky man. Peopie
have a way of communicating interesting things

to him, which he in turn places before the publie

in that éepartment of miscellaneous paragraphs |
with which he has sc long adorned “Longman’s |

Magazine” In the August number he prints a
fragment of an old ballad, hitherto unpublished,
he believes, which has been sent to him by a
lady In Northumberland. It is only a fragment,
but for every lover of the baliad this is bour
to have a certain charm:

Oh, Jenny Cameron’s a bonny lass,

h, but she is fair

s the xong ir‘ -nuo'= las
and zkles his hair

And when they cam’ to Culioden field,
And she saw Lhem fighting ll‘P’l
Bhe clasped her hende, and cried, “Alas!
Thoere'll be nae mair curling the hair!"

The latest volume of essays by Maurice Mae
terlinck to appear in English, “The Double Gar-
den” (Dodd, Mead & Co.), has the special inter
est of showing the author not only in his charac-
teristically mystical vein, but as an eager com-
mentator on some of the most familiar theme
our everyday life. He gives us, for example

“The Temple of Chance,” re
marks on the gambler’s frame of mind,
axam in an essay called “In an Automobile”
allows bis mind to play with poetic nimbleness

in some admirabvle

around & subject that at first blush seems to | Vi

M. Maeterlinck al

have no poetry in it at all

ways has a strain of poetic feeling in his work, | made

and mowhere In the present collection of brief
papers does he disappoint the reader's expecta-
tion of something st least of this quality. It
does not meatter what he is talking about; it may
be *"Sincerity” or *“Old Fashioned Flowers”
“News of Spring” or “The Wrath of the Bee

in every case he has a pretty and a suggestive | ence

| was no

touch. But on the whole these daintv rumina-
tions of his fail to leave a lasting Impression.
They savor too much of the amateur of sensu-
tions, of the author who fancies that because
be goes a little way beneath the surface he is
thinking profound thoughts. AL Maeterlinck's
thoughts are, as o matter of fact, often quite
commonplace, as when he says: *“The good, the
simple flowers are as happy and as gorgeous
the poor man's strip of garden as in the broa
iawn of the great house, and they surround 1t
cottags with the supreme beauty of the ea
for the earth has tilFnow produced nothing more
beautiful than the flowers.” DBut when he

not try too hard to be oracular, contenting !
self with the recording of some natural app
made to his sense of beauty, he can, on occa
give the reader genuine pleasure. Witness
passage from his “News of Spring,” a souvenir

nd |

es of |

| 1ater philosophers, the French Encyclopmdists Summer Resorts.

and the English Utilitarians, and gave him some
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| notes which might have been used to repair the
* omission. But Mr. Maitland considers the book
10 be so complete that “no second hand ought to
touch it” . which the reader
must agree, as it stands is a
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When the movement for a formal celebration
ar Salem of the hundredth anniversary of Haw-
thorne’s birth was in progress Mr. Choate asked
Mrs. Humphry Ward to contribute a few pages |
to the occasion. Her brief letter to him, em- |
bodying her tribute to the novelist, is printed in
“Cornhill.” It contains nothing new about Haw-
thorne, it shows no original insight into his
genius, but we note in it which i§s in-
teresting because it discloses once more the nov- |
elist's ineradicable sympathy—so constantly em-
phasized in her own bocks—for the moral issue.
She says:

When I look back to the
strongly influenced my own you
a love for certain writings of Hawthorn
most ardent and tenacious, s
kind
In both cases tt
: it did not ‘p"m; frc
siation of the
dates from years when 1 was

a passage

assion of the same
Ruskin.

]vr

anything of the kind. Tt w ,s
of & vague, inarticulate ser
beauty, & & beauty so

Some scenes fr
ter,” and some pages from **
haunted me in this way.
I'Qmember how much this early
ed on Hawthorne's austerit

Puritanism, upon what
pointed to 88 “the sense aof sin” in h
the short storles, no less than “The
ter,” and long before I truly understood th
used to awaken Ip me a sort of aching and p
ioi. which was partly sympathy zand partly re-

The Bcribners have begun the importation of
& new series of popular wolumes, published
unfler the general title of “Famous Art Cities.”
The two numbers which have thus far appeared
&re devoted respectively to Pompeil and Venlce,
the former city being described by Richard
Engeimgnn and the latter by Gustav Pauli
Further volumes will deal with Florence, Nurem-
burg, Rome, Slena, Ravenna and Cairo, and
other cities will be treated in due course. T}
series Is obviously of German origin. The two
brief narratives before us are workmanlike per-
formances, packed with useful information. The
fllustrations ere excellent halftones from photo-
grapha. Those In the book on Pompeii have been
chosen with much good sense. They embrace
Just the objects needed to aid the reader in re-
constructing the civilization of the fll-fated city.
Dr. Paull's reproductions are even more numer-
ous. They include many of the masterpieces of
the great Venetians, and the author, we may
add, gives & very inteiligent account of the art
©f the city. These are thin octavoes, in flexible
bindings, and are well calculated to serve the
purpose of the travelling student

The late Sir Leslie Stephen’s monograph on j=r

Hobbes, written for the “English Men of Let-
ters” serles, has just been published by the
Macmillan Company. A note at the back of the
book explains that when the author could
longer work upon it he asked Mr. F. W.
land to see it through the

no
Mait-
press,

about the infiuence exercised }

)y Hobbes on |
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