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In Line of Succession to the Crown
of Great Britain.

That the birth last week of the Czarevitch
Alexis, who is net only heir to the throne of
All the Russias but likewise, as a great-grand-
child of Queen Victorta, in the line of succes-
sfon to the British Crown, should have been
halled as the beginning of a new era in Russia
is not surprising. Superstition is rife in the do-
minions of Emperor Nicholas, and by the vast
majority of his subjects the advent of the in-
fant prince i{s regarded as an indication that
its purent's are restored to Divine favor. This
they were believed to have forfeited, and every
misfertune that has overtaken Russla during
the last few years, more especially since the be-
ginning of the war with Japan. has been
ascribed not only by the masses, but also to
a great extent by the classes, to the fact that
their rulers were “unlucky” and objects of re-
lentless anger on the part of Providence. So
widespread has been the impression that had
the Czarina again disappeinted the nation by
presenting it with a fifth daughter, instead of
with the long and eagerly expected son, there
is no knowing but the safety of the Crown
might have been endangered by a popular revo-
lution, designed to remove from the throne sov-
ereigns so manifestly accursed, and, therefore,
destined to bring still further disasters on the
people.

Then, tco, the birth of the little Czarevitch,
by furnishing a guarantee of the continuity of
the Emperor’'s policy, will encourage henceforth
the officials of high and of low degree through-
out the empire to accord to him an obedience
and a loyalty which they have until now with-
heid. As long as Nicholas remained without a
direct heir the Tchinovicks—that is to say, the
servants of the state, from the highest to the
lowest—have been under the impression that In
the event of any sudden demise of the Crown
the successors might completely reverse the
present autocrat’'s policy, and regard with dis-
favor all those who had identified themselves
therewith. That is why so many of the decrees
of Nicholas II have remained a dead letter, and
why the progressive and enlightened measures
which he has instituted have remained still-
born. The statesmen and officials upon whom
he was compelled to depend for their execution
were afraid to fulfll his behests, to incur the
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members of the reigning family of Russia, and
the keepers of the imperial archives, being cog-
nizant of the true meotives that prompied Con-
stantine to make way for his younger brother.
There has always been a question as te whether
he did so willingly or not, for he accepted the
oath of allegiance from the Council of the Em-
pire and from the troops after the death of
Alexander I, and then withdrew only when the
act of renunciation which he had signed was
produced by his mother. Those who declined
to transfer their aliegiance from Constantine to
Nicholas were thereupon either banished to Si-
beria or put to death, literally by the thousands.
Nicholas, in fact, may be sald to have waded
through a sea of bloed in order to reach the
throne which his elder brother had for some
unknown potent reason been forced to abandom
in his faver

It was only after Constantine’s death that
Nicholas I, by a ukase dated September 10,
1831, invested his son Alexander, at that time
fourteen years old, with the title of Czarevitch.
Alexander II's eldest son Nicholas was made
Czarevitch at the time of his own accession in
1855. But that young prince died eleven years
later at Nice of tuberculosis of the lungs,
brought on, it is said, by a blow from his broth-
er in the chest, delivered either in the course of
boxing or during some rough horseplay. Just
before Czarevitch Nicholas expired at Nice, al-
most on the very eve of the day appointed fos
his wedding, he placed the hand of his betrothed
in that of his brother Alexander, entreating
them to ‘marry. Their consent to his dying re-
quest was given with manifest reluctance onm
both sides. But, to the astonishment of all, the
match turned out ultimately one of the happiest
of royal or imperial unions in modern times.
The present Emperor in turn became Czare-
vitch when the assassination of his grand-
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be timely at this *ture to offer a
few words of explanation with regard t> the
laws of succession to @ Muscovite crown
about which little is known abroad, since they
are to be found in no standard work about Rus-
sia. They are comprised in the Decree of Em-
peror Paul, and were published in the “Imperial
Gazette” at Moscow on May 12, 1797, with the
intimation that on the day of his coronation
his imperial majesty had laid the ukase In ques-
tion on the altar of the church where the cere-
* means “son of | mony took place. According to this decree, ha
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