
storm early in the morning <>f August *i,1856. So
general was the regret over the loss of the tree that at
noon a dirge and the "Dead March" were played,
and this was followed by "Home, Sweet Home" and"
HailColumbia.

"
Atsunset the bells of the city were

tolled, and the mourning was universal. Poets tuned
their lyres to -m>,r songs to the fallen monarch, and
there was .1 greal rush for bits of the wood by rein
hunters. A chair with superli carvings was made oi
part of the tree, and a place of honor i;i the State
11'«use w.l. gi\en it.

A chair having a special interest for all American
1 pie is to l>e found in the room-, of the American
Philosophical Society in Philadei
phia. It is the chair in w !n> ;

'li.. 'ii;,h [efTerson sal when he is
said to have written the Declaration
lif Independent c. The < hair re
volves, and is of ancient origin.
It has .1 wide shelf at the right side.

Another interesting chair owned
1 \ the American Philosophical So
ii ty, and n< >w used by ii I': < • idei 1

. \u25a0 the m etings <> t 111> \u25a0
\u25a0 iety, 1- .1

chair invented by Franklin and
used by him in his library. The
seat <>t' this old chair turns up,
forming a flight of three teps, v ed
by Franklin when !i<- wanted to

;he 1" •\u25a0 'k on Ihe high shel
kind

i^ in possession ol the Massa-
Historical Scniet) in H-

t. »n Franklin had in in entivi
and '

\u25a0 him we I>wc
the Franklin st •\u25a0.<•, the next be \u25a0

.1 : • cplace, 11 one wai I
an open fire. He was a many-sided man, and was
i!'«t above giving his attention t<> small details
of house furnishing, as we may know from the
following letter sent bj him to Mrs. Franklin,
when he was in London in i~^x. He had an eye for
"style," and he saiil .

"1 send you by Captain Budden si\ coarse, diaper
breakfast-cloths. They arc to spread on the tea-
table, for nobody breakfasts liore on the naked table
but on the cloth they set a large tea board with cups.
In the Krt>at case, beside the little box, is contained
v>::i<- carpeting for the best-room iloor There is
enough for one large or two small ones; it is t-« be
sewed together, the edges being first felled down,
and rare taken to make the figures inert exactly;
then there is bordering tor the same. This was my
fancy. Also two large, fine Flanders bed ticks and
two j>air <.f large, superfine blankets, two fine damask
table-cloths and napkins, and forty-three ells of
Ghentish sheetings from Holland. These you ordered
There are also fifty-six yards of cotton printed curi-
ously from copper plates, a new invention, to ike
bed and window curtains; and seven yards of chair
1m.tt. -iiis printed in the same way, very neat. This
\v:ls my fancy. There are. also snuffers, a snuff stand
and extinguishers of steel which ! send for the beauty
of its workmanship. The extinguisher us for sperma-
ceti candles only, and v i-> a new contrivance to re
move the snuff from the candle 1 forgot to mention
another •\u25a0! my fancyings, viz a pair of silk blankets,
very fine. They are of a new kind, were iust taken
in a French prize, and such were never seen in England
before. They are called blankets; but 1 think they
will be very neat to cover .1 summer bed instead <•! a
quilt or counterpane.

'"

Many aman'of to-day offar less mental caliber than
Franklin would regard it as beneath him to jjive
thought to such domestic details as these. We have
some information of tin furnishings <>t' Franklin's
home in the following letter titten to her husband
by Mrs. Franklin while he was in England

"In the room do« tail is the sideboard, which
is very handsome and plain, with two tables made
to suit it, and a dozen chairs also. The chairs are
plain horsehair, and look as well as Paduasoy, and
are idmired by all The little south room j have
papered, as the walls were much soiled. In this room
is a carpet 1 have bought \u25a0 heap for its

-
lness. and

nearly new. The large carpet is in the bine room.
In the parlor is a Scotch carpet, which has had much
fault found with it. Your timepiece stands i:i (me

corner, which is. Iam told, all wrong but Isay we
hall have all these as they should ]„• hen you come

home. li you could meet with .1 Turkey
'
carpet 1

should like it;but if not. Ishould be very easy, for
as to these things, I have become quite indifferent at
hi , time In the north room where we sit we hall

ha •\u25a0 a small Scotch carpet, the small bookcase,
brother John's picture, and one of the King and Queen.1" the room for our friends we have the Earl of Bute
hung up and a -lass. May 1 de ire you to remember
the drinking ;\u25a0!. c . and a large table-cloth or two.
also a pair of silver cannistcrs? The room we c all
yours has in it a desk— the harmonica made like a
desk

—
a large chest with all the writings, the bo\ of

glasses for music and for the electricity, and all your
cloth.'s. The pictures are not put up, as 1 ,'. not

Am Old Mm Ch...r

Washington was a man <>t elegant and 1

and his hoosc turnishinys were hand:
less ornate than some of our model \u25a0

Pilgrims to the old town of I'lvn: tl
the interesting collection of historical reli \u25a0 I'llgrim
H.ill pintle \u25a0 ju.iint old chairs of more >ricji
than any <>t the chairs thus far de :

possible cxi eption ol the President's char
Elder Brewster's chair, and Governoi chair
may be seen then-, also a chair \u25a0\u25a0

Governor Winslow, which stood in the
her during bis Governorship. It i . these
were brought to America in the Slaj I , they

first < hairs in New Enj s
: :

'. illilexect lint «,

In the First Church at Dor-
chester is a chair once the prop-
erty of the great apostle to the
Indians, John Eliot, and used by
him in his home. On the chair
is this inscription. "This chiir
once belonged to the Rev. John
Eliot of Roxbury, commonly
called the Apostle to the Indians,
and was used in his study. It
was placed under the pulpit of
this meeting-house (built in 1816
by the first parish in Dorchester)
by the Rev. Thaddeus XI. HarH-;,
D.D., for forty-three years its
pastor, as a venerate imemorial.*1

In the Boston Public Library
may be seen a chair never the
individual property of anyone,
and historical simply it-cause of
the fact that it ismade ofwood
from the great elni mcc stand-
ing in Boston CommojL On the
inside of the chair ack is' a*
representation of the old tree,
and underneath it these words:

"The Great Elm on Boston Common; blown down
February 15. t576."

In 854 J. V. C. Smith, then Mayor • f Boston,
ordered a substantial iron fence placed ar. >und the
old elm, and on the fence was this information re-
garding the "M tree: '"This tree is believed to ha'v?
existed before the settlement of Boston, It was
full grown in 177J. Exhibited marks of 0 I age in
171)'. \V;ls nearly destroyed by a storm in 1832.
and protected by an iron inclosure in ;^;i

GeorgJ Whittield preached under the old dm in
1740, and created such a furor that no -Ming in
Boston could tain the crowds that went to hear
him. Lai came Jesse Lee, the apostle of Methodism,
to preach under the old elm to a great throng _ :
listeners, and many men have preached nder the
giant tree. The falling of the old elm c d forth a
number of poems, one so long that it mak< -. a large
pamphlet The chair in the Public Library - the most
interesting relic we have i.>i tins old m 1 rch of the
Common.

THE MIGHTY INSECT
'

By Frunh H. Sweet

FEW of US think, while we watch the tivityot
insects, that to enable them to peri rm such*

teats strength has been given them which \u25a0\u25a0••Id nul
have been intrusted safely to any of the !. -.:;i:;ials.

and that nothing except their size pro
-

them
from becoming our masters. The cotnn a with-
out much effort will jump two hur.di imes its
own length, and grasshoppers and locusts • able to
make leaps just as wonderful

In the case of the insect such feats s. . excite
our notice; but it a man coolly was t.> tak

• ir.<!ir-.g
leap of four hundred yards, which be an
equal proof of muscular power, admit .'h.e^ic
sports might be rather startled. Again, t nun
to rim ten miles within the hour would be ..red a
good display of pedest nanism; but wo 11 tosay
to a little fly, so minute as almost to isiMe,
which rail nearly six inches in a second, 0 that
space was calculated to have made ..-.iTii'.red
eighty steps? This, according to calcul.it 1 >asif a
man whose steps measured two feet shou r":i at
the rate of twenty miles a minute.

The great stag-beetle (Lucanus urm*)v. hi tearsof!
the bark from the roots and branches 0 trees, has
lieen known to gnaw a hole an inch in diam . through
theside of an ironcanister inwhichit was v oi. and
on which the marks ot its jaws were visi!' \u25a0. -ijictly.

The common beetle {Gectrypes sttTcorarht can with-
out injury support and even raise great weights,
anil make its way from beneath almost r sure.
Inorder to put the strength of the itis.\ : u> to the
test, experiments have been made whicli c ifaat
it is able to maintain and escape from .1 !.\u25a0 twenty
to,thirty ounces; aprodigious burden1 whei il >-nem-
bered that the insect itself does not weiy • many
grains. In fact, once more taking man as . tandard
ot comparison, it is as it a person >'i <\u25a0: : .:v size
should raise :w.d get from under a weight o --:\veen
forty :-.".d fifty tons.

handsome stand !"'>:' the tea kett I !on, and
thr iirnamcnl .il » hin i

Fi •
\u25a0 \u25a0 iy know that the afternoon I

table with it- shining kettle and pretty array of china
is by niimi in lmi \u25a0\u25a0!\u25a0 • :; idea

The wood "i the Franklin librarj black
walnut, to which it i- s.n<l there is !\u25a0« be a return in
the ••: re The -eat I i '•. in 1 arm.
of the ihair are ..t br >wn leal • si

-.:ti by iiimeans . \u25a0 \u25a0
• r»e of

i. ! from some of r •
• \u25a0••I chairs >>t to-day, of which the two hu"

pound man >'f woman must righi d sure ol
fying .!i i I i

The
tion, i \u25a0• i>ne ma) \u25a0 : 1 !1
Philadelphia a fine

i»nce tiit- pn >pertj \u25a0: Willi im Pi
interesting old chair h;is on it this i|uainl inscri]

1 know •• •' m h<-rc,I !.\u25a0 nol n; but in I
< hair n Perm

The <• :i->t all Bj lines mdi
there i\u25a0 no \u25a0!\u25a0 Iiil \u25a0! ! ...

\u25a0

\u25a0 W liij.tr::I'.-itl !:..-, I.e.
:

No \u25a0 \u25a0

w ithoul a C • \u25a0 haii I tl Ii:
ISociety of Pei

>n i>ne oi this kind The \u25a0

hand I .'

w .i. v ed . hile V :'•

in PI • \\
\u25a0 .. . \u25a0

\u25a0

I'rc»icl«m's Clitiir
at Hurvurtl
University

GET-THERE TOWH
By M< 1...i.«1t>».r,..1. Wilson

Oh. would you live in Cut-thin- Town,
\ \\\ better start to-ilay;

The juke i-; hard to travel on.
And footsore is the way.

A railroad runs to Get-there Town,
It's called the <".. R. ".

Hut few who take Ihe lightning train
Have ever gotten through.

The bed iare soft in Get-there Town
As billows on the main .

Bui marly all inhabitants
<>' sleeplessness '!.•.]\u25a0'-!

The table . groan in Get-there To«
And every ,!\u25a0 h delights;

Bui somehow those who gather 'round
[lave lost their appetites.

The folks who move from Get-there Town,
Despite its drawbacks plain.

Are born of settled residents
—

The others all remain.
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