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.£. \2£IMG MATTING IN JAPAN
By James Fremclh Borraimce
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can obtain accommodation. an«l there
Kardlv is an English-speaking person in the dis-
trict;*except a handful of missionaries. It is no

great wonder, then, that the
tourist is content with a
visit to the matting ware-

houses on the Kobe front and inquires
not into the manner of its making.

The great American buyer, who like his
brother the American drummer goes into
the farthermost corners of the earth,
knows the matting country, however even
to its most isolated village, and his visits
have made him familiar with every detail
of this interesting industry Each whole-
sale house takes the entire output of a cer-
tain group of villages, and that the product
may be kepi up to the required standard
a representative of the house usually an
energetic, tireless keen-sighted young
American or Englishman visits each vil-
lage once or twite a year. The matting-
makers know from this that they are
watched and that inferior workmanship
will not be tolerated
The buyer's agent sets out from Kobe
with a considerable retinue He ride in

a jinrikisha, of course, and behind
him comes a coolie or two with

hampers filled with the dcli-
v cacies which make a native

meal possible to an Ameri-
can. Then, he must have

\\ an interpreter, and per-
\ . haps a burden-bearer to

EgiXV carry rolls of wall-
C* a\ \\ paper and squares ofg»%\| carpet.

\ WI Just what he wants
ll:5?l ! with wall-naper and») *"I ,. l l '
Sy^iP^fI carpet bits on a round
£*5 // "' the matting villages
WjHZ,]H may need explanation.->• / He will return without
// .1 s*rap of paper <>r a
/ thread of carpet; but half
j a hundred looms willbe at

work on new pattern-. While
the Japanese are the most

artistic of matting-makers, their
~*>r™i ideas of ... strongly toward
Al Il\u25a0• Mlitii; h grotesque and horrible 'to maken Matting

'
iti- i£9 ,,M*rhcl thejr product available man Amert-

s9 can department store. It left to

jpg their own devices they would send over end-*™
less rolls of dragons and crawling snakes and
tierce beasts, the like of which exist only in
their distorted fancies Their artistic fingers
have t<> be directed, an.! the latest wall-paper
and carpet designs make most satisfactory
patterns.

Twenty miles back from Kobe one comes
into a region of marshes in which the matting-

reeds are grown The appearance of these
marshy fields is not unlike that of the cotton-
fields in the South before the bolls have burst.
The reeds bear no grain, and may be utilized
only for matting purposes. They must be
cultivated constantly, though planting is un-
necessary, as the reeds, when ripe, drop seeds
f..r reproducing the en.]).

The r.-e.is are cut by hand by the en of
the village. Children from eight t<> fourteen
follow the mowers and bind the crop into
rough sheaves.

The typical matting village is found half-
hidden in a grove near a reed-field. It con-
sists of a score ,r more of one-story huts with
sharp, thatched roofs, which have the char-
acteristic Japanese sweep and overhanging

eaves. The walls are giddily painted in purple,
chrome-yellow and other bright \u0084.lors. Some of, I •\u25a0\u25a0.•••• brigl i I
the more pretentious huts boast roofs of blue tiles, or

at least an awning of them.
On,- enters the village, perhaps at the side of a

coolie who is hauling reeds in from the held. He is
between the shaft- of a two-wheeled cart on which an

enormous load is piled. He wears a wide straw hat.
a flowing robe and short trousers. From his knees
down his legs are bare, and there is a fine display of

knotted muscles under his brown skin as he tugs at

.his heavy load.
One follows this human horse up the irregular man

street to tin- hut of the village Iyer Hi. establish-
ment easily is distinguished by the long poles of

freshly dyed reeds which are strung on bamboo poles
along the roadway on either side of the hut. His
knowledge of dye^mixing has come to him from his
father or elder brother, and he guards it as an inventor

does his soul's secret.
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