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eome to know what men are oongenial to him.
He then is not likely to joln a society which has
purposes that run counter to his own, and which
ynaw mar instead of make him. The fraternity
also is not so likely to get men who will bring
reproach upon Its name. If properly safe-
guarded, a coliege secret soclety, 1 think, can be
of great help to a man. It can round out his
social side, offer him opportunities to make
further usefu! acquaintances after he leaves col-
lege and provide & home when he goes back for
class reurions.”

HOMES FOR COLLEGE MEN.

What Fraternities Supply When

There Are No Dormitories.

President J. G. Schurman of Cornell University
believes that the fraternity life as it exists at that
Institution is as nearly idecl as possible for fur-

nishing homes for the undergraduaies. Cornell
has no dormitories, end the society men live in |

their respective chapter houses. Nevertheless, he
sees one danger which may doom these societies.

“I think that the small groups,” he said, “who
Jive in these fraternities and meet 28 brothers give
one another a social, and perhaps moral,
which ean be got in no other way. I know they
form lifelong friendships, whicli are the source of
much happiness and often of help in the struggle
far life in after years. %

“But I want to warn the fraternity men; I want
to bring to their attention a feeling of anxiety
which has disturbed me for some time. I feel that
our fraternities are laying stress 100 exclusively
on prominence, I 2m not saying financial, al-
though that is perhaps a point which the fraterni.
ties do mot overicok. I think they are giving too

help |
} so it is that the man who is devoted to his fra- !
|

supplies a much needed want in college life. This
companionship is so strong that it helps to link
together men of the same fraternity, even when
these men belong to chapters in different colleges.
In this way, an Intercollegiate bond of friendship
{s fostered. It is true that intense rivalry between
fraternities leads to political ‘deals,’ but the whole-
some college epirit is too strong to allow such
‘deals’ to become a permanent fixture."
Professor Crowell, head of the Latin department,
sald: “For the student, the Amherst College fra-
ternity is of service hecause 't furnishes the best
| substitute for a home. This fact is of great import-
| ance to tha boy who has just left the refining influ-
ences of his own home. The student is also made
more conservative through the fact that he is indl-
reril}' a property holder. Hera {n Amherst, for in-
stance, fraternities own rropérty valued at $146.200,
the taxes on which exceed 8223, Tha result Is ob-
of managing prop-
toward conservatism

— e —————— )

vious. he responsibilty this
{erty 4 €
ard business saga

Professor Olds, hes

fncentive

ment, said:
| “Tha chief benefit from secret societles, known
| here in Amherst as ‘fraternities,’ is the fact that

| the strong attachment of the alumni to th
nity insures the college’'s welfare. Frat
college spirit are inseparably linked tog

ternity 1is also devoted to his college, and vice
versa. Other benefits are also noticeable, but the
one mentioned abeve is, to my mind, the chief
benefit.”

Professor Crook, head of the political economy
department, sald:

“My undergraduate surroundings were entirely
opposed to college fraternities, and my subsequent
observations of the system in a prominent Western
university, if anything, strengthened my early prej-

frater- |

| ELEMENTS

‘

[
i

i
I
|
|

i W. K. Gillett

| Although I am a fraternity man

1904.

1 am In favor of a simpler life for fratérnities. and |
then I think that good ones may be of great advan-
tage to their members.” {

REAL MERIT WIKS IN END.

The belief generally expressed that the fraternity
{s harmful to the coliege as a whole, In that it |
helps on its own men to success In after life and {
handicaps those outside, denied by Professor
of the department of Romance lan-
York University.

he said, “‘wins

is

guages at Ne .
“Real merit,” in
1

the long run.
plainly see that

| after a wan gets into the world he will succeed if it
is tn him, whether or not he i= a ‘Greek.’ as they
say. The ties of a fraternity are primarily artifi-
cal, and they must be cemented by real tests of
friendship, just all such allegiances are. A man
| may be mintroduced through his fraternity to men

i of the mathematics depart- |

of prominence and positic hut nnless he possesses
ability of his own he is certain to drop to his own

jevel by very nature of things,

“Of course, the fraternity makes the way easier
for those whko do possess sterling worth In col-
lege, if it is a good on it will bring out the be¢

i in & man if it is possible. Many and many a time
men have come to and asked how

ake such and suc v fraternity mem-

himself; and as often 1 have seen a

showed little aptitude 1
had

first
and go by others
their inferior.”

at
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OF STRENGTH. |

A Fraternity Affords Motive for
Fidelity to Ideals.

At Smith College the opinions of ten mem-
bers of the faculty would seem to show that |
soclal organizations among young women have |
much the same effect upon their college life as |
at colleges for men. The following statement offi-

j

| cieties,

| tmportance to him.

ADVANTAGE TO STUDENTS.

Factor in
Mind and Body.

Professor Le Baron R. Briggs, who is dean of

Valuable

Developing |

the faculty of arts and sciences of Harvard

University and also president of Radcliffe Col-

| lege, rendered a more emphatic verdict in fa-

vor of the societies. When it was made clear to
him that the question did not involve any spe-
cial branch of college societles or fraternities,

such as the Greek letter fraternities. but con- |
cerned the broader field of elective soeieties of

a soeial character generally he said:

“1 regard college societies (by that T mean so-
cleties as they exist with us here in Cambridge.
Greek letter or secret so-
called) of distinet advantage to
the undergraduate. Of course, they may be
overdone, and 1 don’t mean in this opinion that

without going into

50 as

| T approve of all college societles, but T believe

that in the aggregate they contitute a part.
and by no means an unimportant part of col-
lege life. As they exist here at Harvard there
is mo question but that they are a valuable
and important factor in stimulating and devel-
oping the boy; for example, they develop his
executive faculty; there are endléss ways in
which they help develop him. Then, of course,
they help him to make valuable friendships,
which in college and after college are of great

of course, inevitably, individual

“There are,

SNAPSHOT OF A LOCOMOTIVE DUEL.
(Raproduced from *‘The Bclentific Ameriocan™ by courtesy of the publishers.)

much preminence to student distinction In ath-
ietics and to the men who are exceedingly popular
ruong thelr class:nates. I am not saying that
these things should not be cons!dered, and frater-
nities should not have In theis organizations fel-
lows distingulshed as football or baseball players;
but T do say that the doom of the fraternities is

sealed uniess they do not put on an equal stand
with these men the inen who distinguish them-
selves in scholarship a scionce, which {s the
primary object of the versity. I heave a sue-
m that the average star Z of the traternity
rnan is not so high as ¢he a ge standing of the
first president of Cornel]l Uni-
s college fraternities in and out,
em
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and keeping them so. 1 believe the disadvantage
of the system to lic in the fact that fraterite
men have too many outside interests a;;d‘ d-‘)x“.(
keep up the scholarship of their under class me
But I think they will come 10 that before 1on:.
)@yhimpressmn '8 that the scholarship standing is
higher cutside the fraternities. 1t shouldn’ w‘kﬁlj
fratertity men are, on the whole, the brighter men
As to 1 -.;$:!tlo:ihr-f a'd\'ar;t:,g s that members
life, ere Is ubt ¢ t 8
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STIMULATE STUDENTS.

yYoung men level

Fraternity Rivalry Tends to Encour-
cge to Best Efforts.

President George Harris of Amherst College salq
that he was in favor of fraternities as they existed,
‘because students who are members are encourn;‘ed.
%0 put forth their best efforts in whatever line of
activity they may enter.

“Since, at Amherst,” he gaid, “the students do not
eat iIn the fraternity houses much of the cliguet-
ness which otherwise results is done away with
1o & great extent. Many other arguments could be
made in favor of fraternities in Amherst, but it is
sufficient to say that, judging from the av.nem here
in vogue, the advantages clearly oulweiéh the dis
edvanteges.” ‘ :

Professor Genung, head of th !

-:;:; o L3 En"l.-h depart-
my mind, the benefits from frat. -
ly outwelgh the detriments. There eer‘nxl:::::::‘!‘

members & soclal companionship which

-
o

| very real sense, constitutes st

If Fraternities

re- | *

First class fra- |

udices. So far as Amherst Is concerned, however,
my opinions have undergone a radical change. Am-
| herst has eleven societies, and three-fourths of the
| students are members. The competition for recruits
! is £0 great that any man of good college qualities
| can be placed. Those who are not members remaln
| out for a variety of reasons. Fraternities furnish a
| home for the boys whera lifelong friendships are
| formed and where the new man finds a standard of
honor to which he must conform. To be expelled
from a fraternity {s felt 2as & much g
than to be dropped from college.
finds a student deficie

fraternity

ta

ater disgrace
It an instructor
1t in any way an appeal to his
meets & ready and efficient response.
Thus the fraternity i{s an important. educational
factor: it is the chief means of social culture; and,
what should never hea averlooked, the most
eflicient disciplinary agency the has, The
important point is that it is automatie, and, in a
dent government.

it is

college
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WILL BE ORGANIZATIONS.

"'f‘l'("
Clubs Would Succeed Them.

)r temper or purposes somel
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> existence of izations to which all are
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ru at this univer-
concerning the rental of dormit s, We now

two rmitoric and five fra houses

has often happened that a fres after s« -

1§ Tooms in a dormitory, s initiated into a fra-
ernity, and then d:sires to give up his rooms and
move into the home of his fellow ‘Greeks.’ Yet,
while such a change might meet his pleasure it
would neverthe'ess cause g certain bitter feeling
ng his dormitory associates whom he would
desert. it might make some of them regard

him with envy, and perchance blight certain friend-
ips which, if left alone, would grow stronger

For this reason, & man is held to a yearly contract
for the payment of his rooms.
“I am not fraterni an myself,
tered college at of
ht by my 1 too
society; but, notwithstanding
the fraternity when gu
ternities at this university

a

he
thirteen, and
young to join

I am not opposed to
1 by good me: The

ng en-
be

su

the

z

arents

fra-
have maintained a good

standard of morality, and not once in the eleven
vears that the institution has had its home at
Morris Heights has It been ne ry to investigate
even the port of disorder in any of the existing
five societies”

. LIFE TOO COSTLY.

|
“Fraternities have deteriorated since the advent of

the costly fraternity house.,” id Professor John
James Stevenson, who has had the chair of geology
; at New-York University since 1571, and who was
graduated from that institution in 1862. Professor
is 4 member of a fraternity, but he said
1
1 b letter man fraternity |
far do-da Men were
$ d and more for
) L
e ne ties that
b u'.. ain society together
e therefore more natural, and t

S ererace he spirit of con-
“At the present time the expenses of soma fra-
ternity | . Professor Stevenson, ‘'
py rs. The rent of

this
24 10 1 re are
Servants are to be hired,
eeds to be supplled liberally

n

< Yy addition there are spreads
ana receptions an rivate dinners. all of which
count up. Then, if there are soma rich yuong mea
who have plentv of monev to spend for luxuries,

they inevitab'y looeen the purse Strings of the rest.
who try to keep pace with them. And at the same
that a4 youth spends his money he spends time
which often should he devoted to his studies

“In order to maintain an expensive clubhouse the
chapter must have men, and men wit} woney
When the seniors are graduated and go out, their
places must be filled. ¥

It is for this reason that the
rushing of freshmen has become such & conspleu-
ous feature of fraternity lirfe. As S0On as a fresh-
man reaches college, if he is regarded as available
he is smiled upon, patted on the back, invited to
receptions, dined and perchance wined, and in all
possible ways made to think he is an indispensable
member of human soclety. All of which does not
1m)§rove his modesty or broaden his chargeter,

“In the early days, when there were no fraternity
| houses, wnere the expenses of the chapter were
small, and threfore the number of members might
be great or small as a chapter wished, freshmen
were not rushed as they are to-day. A man was
picked more in accordance with his individual
merit. For that reason I do not think that some

fraternities return thelr memburs O Quid pro quo. '
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clally represents what Smith professors think
of the social organizations at that institution.

“It is helpful to a college to have students
bound more intimately together, irrespective of
class, and to unite members of different stages
of maturity, establishing a certain sense of re-
sponsibility which belongs to bodles with or-
genization. The fraternty adds a motive for
fidelity to college ideals, and members will do
for a fraternity what they would not do for the
college alone,

“On the other hand, students may
against the college in making fraternity inter-
csts supreme above those of the college. BY
their electioneering certain fraternities force

upon the college the appointment of their can-
didates rather than of the men best fitted for
the place. By pulling against each other fra-
iitles tend to ruptures in the co
he element of secrecy may keep members In
closer connection, increasing their sense of ow
ership and the efficiency of the organizati
but this element appears to some childish, and |
) T club than it would be in
it may be detrimental to

work

lege.
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IN AFTER LIFE.
Yale Figures Skow More “Non-frat”
Men in the Profe

to

sions.
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it of Statistics of Yale
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In speaking of this subject, Julius H

to business,

Parmelee,

of the faculty of social science of Yale Uni-
versity, said
At Yale the college fraternities play their

quiet roles as soci: mixer
of college affairs
university are too wid

ther than as
interests of the

spread and varled to he

biters

bitternesses and disappointments; that is to ba’

expected. These are, of course, unduly mag-
nified, and the importance of making some col-
lege societies assumes an extremely exaggerated
pcsition for the time. But it seems to me they
assume their proper relation in after years.
They die out and are forgotten, and I don't
believe there is anything permanent or long
surviving in them. In after years you see
friendships of the most intimate sort between
men who belonged to different fraternities or
were not known to each other in college. I am
therefore convinced that, despite the fact that
there is unquestionably more or less overem-
phasis to the importance of making certain
societies in the mind of the undergraduate, none

| the less 1 do believe the college society as ft

exists at Harvard is a good thing.”

AN UNUSUAL DUEL.

Two Locomotives Pitted Against Each Other,

“In spite of the too frequent railroad accidents,
especially collisions, which occur in this country,
opportunity is seldom afforded to note just
what oceurs at the time of impact when loco-
motives come together,” says Day Allen Willey, in
“Tha Scientific American.” “The witnesses of
such disesters are usually too excited over the oc-
currence to observe the immediate effects of the
K,

sho

s¢ intelligently they have only a chance to

tact has expended itself.
“¥or a mechani ‘duel,’ as it might be termed,

a section of track J, feet in length was recently
laid on a | | grade at Point of Pines, Mass. The
locomotives utilized were secured from a railroad
or which had discarded this type for heavier
equipment, but they were not defective or di ibled
| iy respect except it thelr cabs had been re-
placed The wt t of ench engine, including ten-
| der, was about fifty tons and they were modeiled
i after the same specificatlons, each having four o0~
inch driving wheels and four truack wheels support-
ing the forward portion of the boiler. Prior to
cending them together, steam was generated for

‘exercised,’ to to speak,
moving them slowly and down the track.
I"inally the bollers were subjected to much
steam pressure as the engineers demed safe and
each machine was backed to ils end ol the line.
The engineers took their places In the cabs and at
ial arranged each opened the throttle to the
and pushed his leves to the full speed mark,
1 leaped to the ground.

gine attained a slightly greater momen-
tum than the other engine. Consequently the point
¢t contact wus not midway between the terminals,
but about three hundred feet distant, the advan-
tage in start being given the engine showed ovn the
right stde of tne illustration. It will be noted that
when it struck, none of the wheels were lifted from

two hours and the engine

u

as

the rails, The truck o©! the left engine, however,
was forced above the track, and the front part
iifted a foot or two. The shock also broke one of

the steam pipes leading into the cab, which ac-
counts for the jet ot steam shown in the picture.

It will be noted that
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the other cab was uninjured. A curivus feature

of the collision was that after the frst impact |

appeared 10 be a rebound, dhe engines then

ing up again and the right engine slowly fores
the other backward

controlied by men whose policy would tend to locomotives remained in motien for about
benefit the few and not the many The three | thréee minutes after the 't, the one on the lert
senfor socleties and the four societies being driven back ne i feet from the point
which together comprise the frat “ql',.“; where they came t0g er. An examination showed
4 Colle open their cas (_'l',‘ that its smokestack was torn away at the base
Sark kmtens T napter | and the front of the boiler troken so that the

but twice a week and for purely social | steam entirely escaped through this vent and the

purpc The very of the word “society” | pipe in the rear in nve minutes. In both cases the
to denote these org tions sh how far were demolhished as weill as the forward
Yale is removed from t fraternjty | Woodwork of all kinds. Tie lantern standards,
. fraternity | j.qdlights, and all the lighter ironwork. includ-

Except that the junior

ATOLaD. 2 ocieties are re- | ing hand rails, wer oken and twisted beyond re-
g_“r‘_‘\"d by some as stepping stor ior so- | pair. The boiler of the right engine was also
cieties, frater olely | crushed in to such an e it that the steam es-
for its inher 30 v : is | caped. Neither of the & notves, how: r, was
carried on guietls HOnch Bach | deratied, hough x)}‘r-b tru .n~’\\-:lu- torn “:'f~ :J.!»:r
year the junior societies : public. when lel!‘i“'-'ll> .||‘-I“’|;" piston rods and cylinders dis-
on Caleium Night they @ their elections gevd Y “aetual speed of the enzines at the
t_rr':n the sophomore class. hi demonstra- | sin t ot be caleulated, the force was
tion and t! somber chapter he fashioned ) ng seventy-five pounds
like =o transplanted n temples thrown 150
are the vigible signs of fr rnity life L Ak ieces
The college record of the average s St ot
3 . i ) AVErage soclety man ha whistle
at Yale S 1y many respects that of the n as thev met
ordinary t. If many of the society mem- k shut off ol the leit engine,
hers are | lers in college, this is he of In- | of the right ¢ ntinued until steam had
dividual lity and not collective : tv pull | been exhausted.’
As to scholarship, the fraternity members lag B2 AT DO
‘L-hr-;lind t'hc non-fraternity men. As a general WHAT THE SIAMESE EAT.
thing, the ercentage of societvy N ¢ 2
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membership of the societics would imply. After quently rotted, fish and rice, done into curries
graduation, too, the frats i 1 pref -‘l.un. | wiich comprise a little of about every kind of
ness pursuits rather v or ,I,.,m'_‘, condiment, and especially a very popular sauce
sional work. This¢ s the ,,.;'] ,“'Mg ; yhrik, a chutney-llke and thoreughly
table of the more import occupations. The | 1 g made of red pepper, shrimp, gariic
!XRUY;’S -'“:" .'u:'. ,”..L. lAast ten graduating classes | opjons, cltron, ginger and tamarind seeds. The
;:lk:’il;l';;:‘ﬂr\::;(ll‘ '(n'.:li't ite nearly one-half | gnly reason for the fish being putrid is because
e aduates o y vade v ona 1~ B
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case showing the proportion

going into the
ticular occupation

par-

Members

Bducaticnal (teaching, ete) Per a‘ e
fuginesring 1 s
Financs 8 =
v . o8 o0
Manufscturing «.oovevenana.... 17 :
Medicine ¢ -
Meroantile ...ooociiiiiL, 14 )
Mintstry . o 1 -

Puttng the principal gccupations under the
two heads ©f professions and obusiness, we find
that while 30 per cent of the fraternity men
are engaged In professional work, as against 51
in business

¢ cent for non- ternity men,
the professional figures stand at 09 per cent
and the business figures at 29 per cent. This

indicates even more clearly the better aptitu®e |
o? the non-soclety men for the more intellectual
lines of activity.

rivers and fishermen numercus, though their wavs
of catching are rather amusing and antique. One
favorite method, borrowed from the Chinase,
beating the waters with long bamboo sticks to
frighten the fish into an eight or ten foot squarlsh
net, which is lowered into the river from a frame-
work on the hank by a system of wheels and ropes
and pulleys, and hoisted up again when the catch
is complé 1 must confess that when the fish
in the curry chanced to be dried instead of de-
cayed, 1 found the concoction decldedly toothsome.
In fact, a really good curry is in a cluss apart, and
one must go to Indla or |h~l- Far East to get it at
its best, Sometimes the natives eat pork and often-
times chicken, but for the most part rice and the
fish curry constitute their chief dlet. supplemented
by the fruit of the country, of which there are
many kinds-mangosieen, mango, pineappie, ba-
nana, orange, bread frult, and that most healthful
and serving of all Siamese frults, the papaya.
which grows back from the water and is a ll’eonYnh
oval emlon that suggesis cantaloupe when owened.
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recognized target for Cels
“On the other hand, nothing confounds a e = —
- DL .
gldious attempt sudde dlsplays an acqual FR.{.\( l". l)hl‘('l{ )
with the actual significance of tihe attitude adopted |
and his respect is proportionately as great as his
contempt would have been had succeeded In
“The following story will afford an excellent idea |
of the Chinaman’s inveterate Insolence toward for- |
tem of etiquette. I was calling on some English
friends In Bhanghal a few years ago. They had not
new to the country and its pecullarities. Among
the numerous subjects of Interest they had discov-
for my iunspection a Chinese visiting card which |
a day or two before. It was of red paper, about A Rl S
four or five inches long by three in breadth, and “0TEL BE L“_LE ET ‘.‘ls‘nl
“My friends expressed some pleasure at It Dos- | gn po.ge Honers, close to Place Tendome
session, and I noticed that it occupied a prominent g Large
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man quite as much as when the object of his
toward him. He becomes hopelessly disconcerted, I
escaping detection. |
eigners through the medium of his elaborate sys-
long errived from home, and were comparatively
ered in their novel surroundings they displayed
had been left upon them by a high class Chinaman | ——————————
printed with large Chinese characters.
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Moreover, from their ac- |
Abadle. Propriss)

count, their visitor had sremed a very amiable and |
Pans, 23, Cour de 12 Rem|
Heated throughout,

genlal gentleman.
“Y somewhat startled my friends as picked up -
their treasure by remarking: ‘The brute! Did h notel d“ Palals Sani ith board 18
m fIs., wiith D T
“ Why, what is the matter with {t?"" they queried T X 2 PR |
“Now, my frlendl coccupied an omcla? x?:s!lizn ! [T:‘LY A‘\D ‘S()[:TH Of “h‘\\
under our government, which lent an additional |
ome, ltaly.
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have the !nsolence to leave this on you? Anyway,
don’t leave it about where it can be seen.’
importance to the matter; so I hastened to explain
that thelr visitor's interesting red card, with Its !

]

imposing proportions, was a pleasant little attempt |
tc»f mark his conu-mPtuous am‘.s«: 3{ their inflnite i
inferiority to himseif, and to indlcate, in fact, :
;hlt dhe was a much f-lggcr man than my official | cra nd Hoto‘J
riend.

““Well, T don't care what the fool thinks,” obh-
served the oPE" T“E 'E‘R M“u

jatter, {
“ ‘But in China you must,’ I explalned. ‘I you ; -
accept that Chinaman's insolent estimation of you
you will have lost caste foraver in your future deal-
ings with him, and every one, C en, and pos-
sibly foreign rivals as well, who ¢ aware of vour
loss of prestige, will not hesitate to attempt to taka
advantage of vou. But same time you have
a splendid chance of asser 1
and of establishing yours
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FROG CULTURE BY MILLIONS.
The cultivation of frogs Is a new industry, but it
>, as there thousands of
inPennsylva worthless,
About two million will bs
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distributed in the State.
received by the department are very amusing, and |
they will be stored away among the State archives.
A New-Bedford applicant wants to know If the |
frogs “will flourish and do well ds that have
been constructed for 1 but aba ed, or ponds
that are made to cut fce off, as th are fed with
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clean water.” A Breadysville, Bucks County,

farmer asks for from ten thousand to fifty thou- "
sand frogs with which to stock Neshaminy Creek. .‘

which, he says, “seems to be run out of fish, so let EDE' P

us have some bullfr " A Tullytow -—_—_-_——__#

for a supply to st our millponds t
excellent ponds for that purpose.”
rites to know if the frogs are green,
| keep babies awake nights by their
("learficld County man asks if the
eating.”” ther they are
hoptoads.’ ittsburg Chront-

delphia man w
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SIZE OF AN ATOM.

an atom

How I “Perhaps the simplest,

wav of arriving at a
f atems is by measuring
thickness of a soap bubble fiim, where it is as
possible, just before it bursts,” says a writ-
er. “Such a film, if composed of atoms, must be
something lfke a pebble wall. Now, a pebble wall
would not stand if it were not several pebbles thick,
and if we had reason to suppose that {t was about
a dozen pehbles thick, we c¢ 1 easily make an es-
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timate of the size of the pe le by measuring the
thickness of the wall
“Phat is the cace with the thinnest region of a amn “0

soap film. Tt is Tound tc ve a very definite and
uniform thickness. It is the thinnest thing known, Ppait
and by refined optical means its thickness can be Late Continental & Ridels l'

irately measured. It must contain not less than
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something ke a dozen atoms in its thickress and . ; ﬂ*
vet it is only about the twenty milllonth of an Inch rounding Hills. Large Winter ”
in thickness by Ot Imeasurem . So that ¢ a. KRAF‘..
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CRABS CAST UP BY THE SEA
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Thousands Gathered on the Beach at Mouth
of Chesapeake Bay.

From What to Eat

Soft shell crabs are as commonplace to the tide-
water Virginian as are baked beans to the Bos-
tonian: while the hard shell may be got at any time
in Chesapeake Bay by means of a string with a
piece of meat dropped overboard and a scoopnet.

But the most remarkable is an extravaganca of
the Atlantic that occurs, so the natives say, about
three times a winter down at Cape Heury, at the
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The fcy condition of the water puts the crabs
into a partialiy frozen and numbed condition, and
12 the wind takes a certain direction there are.sure
to be miles and miles of beach covered with masses
of flat blue bodles and sprawling imbecile pink legs
that stretch up helplessiy into the air.

The first crabs coming in on the crest of a .big
wave excite little curfosity. Then the number
steadily Increases, the 100-yard beach at last be-
coming covered with crabs, seaweed, conch spawn
sea blscult, sea hogs and the glant king crab.
Finally the waves themselves are no longer waves
of water, but literally waves of crabs

Then the little settlement of government employes
ff"'l the stray weod hermits and the darkies from

bhack in the desert” get to work. Thay hiteh up
their broad two-wheeled beach carts and work from
morning till night gathering in the crabs, taking
them to the stagion, seven miles away, where the
are shipped to the markets or canning facto
and then come hack for more.

gone home, but the darkies up toward L
are still at work,

Those that have arts content tb
burlap bags thrown over the phu\lhh"h
of them bring pitchforks to help a
greut masses of seaweed Finaly,
crabs, lasting often for twe er thiee
of sea gulls—gulls that measure th
tip to tip—swarm down upon tae oo
buzzard, with ‘ts savage beak. (ears
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