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romf to knoK avtsmt men are congenial to him.

Hi then Is not likely to join a society which.has

purposes that run counter to his own and «h < -
inav mar inPt-^ad of make him. The frateriiH\
\u25a0Jso is not to likely to Ret men who will bring

reproach upon its name, U ?? T e t!y safe-
guarded, a coUegra secret society. 1 think, can be
of great help to a man. It can round out his

social Fide, offer him opportunities to make

further useful acquaintances after he leaves col-
;«;ge and provide «. home when he poes back for
cla*s revr.lons."
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sur-plies «• much needed want In college life. This
companionship la co strong that it helps to link
together men of the same fraternity, even when
these men belong to chapters In different colleges.

In fhis way. an Intercollegiate bond of friendship

Is fostered. It is true that Intense rivalry between

fraternities leads to political 'deals, but the whole-
some college spM* is to strong to allow such
"deals" to become a permanent fixture.

••

Professor (Vowel!, head of the Latin department,

said: "For the Student, the Amher3t College fra-
ternity is Of service because it furnishes the best j
substitute for a home. This fact Is of great import- |
ance to the hoy who has Just left the refining influ- j
ences ot bis own home. The student Is also made

more conservative through the fact that he is indi-
rectly a property holder, Here In Amherst. for in-
stainoe, fraternities own property valued at $'. Li"-t:". i

the taxes on which exceed 12.800. Tha result Is ob- ,
vious. The responsibility of managing this prop- j
erty if \u0084 direct incentive toward conservatism |

nri business sagacity
"

Professor Olds, head of the mathematics <J<T*rt- ;
ment. said: ]

"The chief benefit from secret societies, known j
here In Amherst as 'fraternities,' is the fact that i

the strong attachment of the alumni to the rater- ;

nity insures the college's welfare, Fraternity and i
college spirit arc* Inseparably linked together, nnd |
BO it Is that the man who is devoted to his fra- :

ternity Is also devoted to his college, and vice
versa- Other benefits are also noticeable, but tho
one mentioned «.bevo is, to my mind, the chief
benefit."

Professor Crook, head of the political economy
department, said:

"My undergraduate surroundings were, entirely

opposed to college fraternities, and my subsequent

observations of the system In a prominent Western

university. Ifanything, strengthened my early rrej-

IT am In favor of a simpler life for fraternities, and
then Ithink that good ones may be of great ndvan-

| tage. to their members."
REAL MERIT WINS INEND.

The belief generally expressed that the- fraternity
is harmful to the college as a whole. In that it
helps on Its own men to success in after life and

!handicaps those outside*, la denied by Professor
i W. K. Gillett. of the department of Romance lan-
> Riiag.-^s at New-York University.

"Real merit." ho said, "wins in the Ion?,- run.
j Althoughiam a fraternity man 1 plainly s«e that

i after -i man K«ts Into th« world Ii"will -urc^ed if it'
\m in him. whether or not he Is a 'Greek.' as they

i«;iv. The ties of a fraternity are primarily artifi-
Icial, and they must !>»\u25a0 cemented by real testa of
i friendship Just as all such allegiances are. A man

\u25a0 may be introduced through Ills fraternity to men
;of prominence and position, but unless be possf»s.«fs
;ability of his own he is certain to drop to bis own
'. level by the very nature of things,
i

"
"Of course, the 1 fraternity makes the way easier

I for those who do possess sterling worth In col-
! lege if it is a eo.i.i one. It will bring out th. best
In a man if it is possible. Many and many a time
upper class men nave come to me and asked how

:they might make such and such a fraternity mem-
ber bestir himself; and as often ! have seen a
man who at first showed little aptitude for worK
take .i braep and co by others who hnd hitherto
believed him their inferior."

ELEMENTS OF STRENGTH.

A Fraternity Affords Motive for
Fidelity to Ideals.

At Smith College the opinions of ten mem-
bers of the faculty would E^eni to show that

social organizations among young- women have

much the same effect upon their college life as
at colleges for men. The followingstatement offi-

\advantage toSTUDENTS.

\ Valuable Factor in Developing
Mind a7td Body.

| Professor La Baron R. Brle*s. who is dean of

the faculty Of arts and sciences of Harvard

!University and also president of RadcllrrV CW-'
lege, rendered a more emphatic verdict in fa-

vor of the societies. When It was made clear to
;

him that the question did not Involve any spe-

cial branch Of college societies or fraternities.
such as the Greek letter fraternities, but con-

j cerned the broader field Of elective societies of

a social character generally he said:

"1 regard college societies: thy that Imean so-

i cWies as they exist with us here In Cambridge.

without going into Greek letter or secret so-
j cieties, so called) as of distinct advantage to

1 the undergraduate. Of course, they may be•
overdone, and 1 don't mean in this opinion that

iIapprove of a.ll college societies, but Ibelieve

; that in the aggregate they constitute a part.
• and by no means an unimportant part, of col-
! lege life. As they exist here at Harvard there
i is no question but that they aro a valuable
i and important factor In stimulating and devel-
:oping the boy; for example, they develop his

i executive faculty; there are endless ways In
which they help develop him. Then, of course,

they help him to make valuable friendships,

: which In college and after college are of great

:importance to him.
"There are, of course, inevitably, individual

What Fraternities Supply When
There Are No Dormitories.

President J. Q. Bchunran of Cornell University

believes that the fraternity life as It exists at that

Institution is as nearly liifetl as possible for fur-
nishing homes for the undergraduates. Cornell
l.as r.o dinr.ltorte"'. end the society men live in
their respective chapter houses. Nevertheless, he
«eos one danger -which may doom th<?e« societies.
"Ithink that the small groups." he> said, "who

liveIn thr-p^ teatarnltJes and meet ejb brothers give

»in« another a social, and perhaps moral, help

•rhleil can be got in no other way. Iknow they

form lifelong- friendships, whlcli are th« source of
much happiness and often of help in the etruggle

far life In after years. .
"Bat Iwant to warn the- fraternity men; Iwant

to bring to their attention a feeling of anxiety

«rsUe& has disturbed me for some time. Ifeel that
oar fraternities or* laying stress too exclusively

<n prominence. I.am not 6aylnir financial, al-
thoagb that is perhaps a point which tho frHternl-
ti^s do not overlook. Ithink they are giving too
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WHAT THE SIAMESE EAT.
Siamese food principally consists ot dried, '•-

quently rotted. Rsh and Ice, done Into curries

whicb comprise a littl* of about every Kind of
,ondlment und especially a very popular Ram-..

called munphrtk, s ehutney-llke and thoroughly

uuxed thing made of red peppar, shrimp, «arii.-.
onions, citron. ginger and tamarind seeds. Tin-
only reason for the fish being putrid i- becaase

lh»> natives. Ilka '
l•" »\u25a0 !

'"
r nsn *"• plentiful in the

river- and nshennen numerous, though their ways

of catching are rathe? amusing and antique. One
favorite method, borrowed from •.>" Chinese, la
beating tl'.- "\u25a0»"\u25a0'\u25a0" with long bamboo sticks to
frighten the flsh Into an sight '" ten tool smiarish
\u0084.-; which la lowered Into the river from a frasss-
work on the bans by .isystem of wheels and ropes
and BUllsys, and hoist.-,Iup again when the catch
Is complete l must confess thai when the Bath
In the curry chanced to be dried instead of de-
cayed l found th* concoction decidedly toothsosss.
In tact. a really BOOd curry to in a class npart. and
one musi X • '" India or the lar Kant i,, k«*i it nt
lus best Bometlmes the natives -at pork and often-
times chicken, bul for the most part rice and ih<>
tish curry constitute their chief .u»t sup(>l«mented
by the fruit of the country, or which there Kre
many klmlß-niaiiir«isi»'eri. inntiKu, pineapple, bu-
nana, orange, bread fruit, and thai most healthful
and serving: of ell Slam.'aa fruits, the. papaya.
which KrowH buck from the w:it.-rand is a Kreenlsh
oval .-n.lon that nuKK'-sti cuntk>loiii.« when o- ad—

(OttßaML

"One engine attained a slightly greater momen-
tum than the other engine. Consequently the point

.'!' contact was not midway between the terminals,

but übout throe hundred feet llsUint. the advan-
tage in start being given the engine showed on the
riylitside of tne illustration. It will bo noted that
when it struck, none of the wheels were lifted from

the rails. The truck ol the left engine, however.
was forced above the track, and the from part

lifted .i foot or two. The shock also broke one ol
the steam pipes hading into the cab, which ac-
counts for the jet ol steam shown in the picture.
It will be noted that th.- cub of the right englna
was torn from its fastenings by the blow, although
the other cab was uninjured. A curious feature
of th« collision was that after the rtrsi Impact
tlier.' appeared to be a rebound, ih^ engin< t.'ieti
tl'ising up again and tn.1 right engine slowly fore-
Ing the other backward, .

'ill.' locomotives remained in motion oi about
three minutes after th» Impact, the one «m> the leu
being driven back nearly nfiy feel from th- point
where they cam. together. An examination showed
that its BmoKCStSvCK was torn away at ib« base
and the tront of the boiler broken s,.> that the

steam entirely escaped through this »em and the
pipe In tbe real In me minutes. in both cases the
pilots were demolished as »M h^ the forward
Woodwork of all kinds. Tne lantern standards,
hi adlights and illof the lighter Ironwork, includ-
ins hand rails were broken and twisted beyond re-
pair. The boiler of th- right engine wa* also
crushed In '\u25a0\u25a0 such an extent thai the steam ea-
captd. Neither ol the locomotives, how. • . was
,eralled a.though the trucks were tom from their
supports and the piston rods and cylinders dls-

"Although the actual speed of the. engines nt the-
iTt!.. of contact cannot be calculated iti• force was

such thai an Iron bai weighing seventy-five lounda
detached from .one of tue pilots, was thrown ISO
feet t.> one side of the track and such. ruall pieces
as bolts and nut* wi!.- found Da far away as o-n>
feet When m^ engines were started th«s whistle
valve of each wa« opened. As scon ««. -v met
the Shock ?>-ut oil the whistle ol the left engine,
bu i that of the right continued until .".-am had
befii t-xhausted."

Two Locomotives Pitted Against Each Other.
•
In spite of the too frequent railroad accidents,

especially collisions, which occur In thU country.

the opportunity is seldom afforded to not". Just
what occurs at the time of impact when loco-
motives come together," says Day Allen AVilley,m
"The Scientific American." "The- -witnesses of
such disasters are usually too excited over the oo-
enrrence to observe the immediate en>jts of the
Bho x. and even if mechanical experts able to ob-

serve intelligently they have only a chain-* to

glance before the force developed at iha time of

contact has expended itself.
'•For a mfchanicil 'duel,' as :t might be termed,

a section of track 5,600 feet in length was recently

laid on a level grade at i'oint of Pines, Mass. The

locomotives utilized were secured from a railroad
company which had discarded this type for heavier
equipment, but they were not defective or disabled

in any reap. except that thutr cubs had been re-
placed. The weight of each engine, Including ten-

der, whs about fifty tons and they were- modelled

after the same specifications, each having lour 60-
tnth driving wheels and four trick wheels support-

ing iln? forward portion of the boiler. Prior to
sending them together, steam was generated for
two hours and the engines 'exercised,' to to speak.
by moving them slowly up and down the track.
Finally the boilers were subjected to as much
steam pressure as the engineers denied sale and

each machine was hacked lo us end of tho line,

The engineers took their places in the cabs and at

the- signal arranged each opened the throttle to the
limit and pushed his lew- to the full speed mark,
then leaped to trt>- ground.

AN UNUSUAL DUEL.

bitternesses and disappointments; that !a to be
expected. These are. of course, unduly mag-
nified, and the Importance of making some col-
lege societies assumes an extremely exaggerated
position for the time. But it seems to me they

assume their proper relation in after years.
They die out and are forgotten. F.nd Idon't
believe there is anything permanent or long
surviving in them. In after years you see
friendships of the moat intimate sort between
men who belonged to different fraternities or
were not known to each other Incollege. Iam
therefore convinced that, despite the fact that
there is unquestionably more or less overem-
phasis to the importance of making certain
societies in the mind of the undergraduate, none
the less Ido believe the college society as it
exists at Harvard is a good thine

"

At Yale the college fraternities play their
quiet roles as social mixers rather than as ar-
biters of college affairs. The Interests of the
university are too widespread and varied to be
controlled by men whose policy would tend to
benefit the few and not the many. Th»: three
senior societies and the four junior societies,
which together comprise the fraternity system
of Tale College, open their cave-like chapter
houses but twice a week and for purely social
purposes. Tin- very use of th...? word

'
society"

to denote these organizations shows how far
Tale is removed from the typical fraternity
system. Except that the junior societies are re-
garded by some aa stepping stones to senior so-
cieties, fraternity membership is prized solely
for Its inherent benefits. The society life is
carried on quietly and naturally. "Once each
year the junior societies appear In public, when
on Calcium Night they announce their elections
from the sophomore class. This one demonstra-
tion and the somber chapter houses, fashioned
like so many transplanted Egyptian temples,
are the only visible signs of fraternity life.

The college record of the. average society man
at Yale parallels In many respects that of the
ordinary student, ifmany of the society mem-
bers are leaders In college, this la because or" In-
dividual ability and not collective BOciety pull.
As to scholarship, the fraternity members lag
behind the non-fraternity men. as a general
thing, the percentage of society men on the
scholarship honor lists la smaller than the totalmembership of the societies would Imply, Aftergraduation, too, the fraternity men prefer busi-
ness] pursuits rather than literary or profes-
sional work. This is ."in -,vn by the following
table of the more Important occupations. The
figures are for th© last ten graduating classes
fIS9S-19O4). which constitute nearly one-half
the living graduates of \u25a0:,,. academic depart-
ment of the university, t!m- pen en in each
case showing the proportion >. \u25a0 ing h to th>- par-
ticular occupation:

ioctety Nnn Bocietjr
Members. Member*.
i'-r i'l-iit. r-. cput.

Blu.-at!' nat (teaching. .... 4 ik
Bngio. *r-jut 1 4

Final: •* I
-

10
L^w . M :-i>
Jl*r.ut«ctjrlr.« it :«
jga&lciiM • : ;
Mercantile 14 H
Ministry 1 r,

Putting tht principal occupations under tti.-
two head* ct professions and business, we find
that whll* 89 per cent of the fraternity men
are engaged In professional work, -i« at^tiriM 51
pei c-nt in business for non-fraternity men,
tin- professional figures stand at ."»;» per cent
and the business llKurvs at lil» pt r cent. This
indicates even more clearly the better i\pt!tu£»
o* the non-»oclety men for the- more Intellectual
lines of activity.

Yale Figures Shaw More "Non-frat"
Men in the Professions.

According to figures gathered bj tin- Depart-
ment of Statistics <>t Yale University. mor<
fraternity men in ;ifit• t- life enter intelli
lines of work than do the fraternity men. The
society men are it-.m-t. likely to s<> Into but
In speaking or ih.s Bubje. :. Julius h. Parmelee,
of the faculty of Bocial science of V.-il- Uni-
V) -!<it\-, said :

INAFTER LIFE.

"On the other hand, student.- may work
against the college in making fraternity inter-
ests supreme above those of the college. By

their electioneering certain fraternities force

upon the college the appointment of their can-
didates rather than of the men best fitted for
the place. By pulling against each other fra-
ternities tend to raptures In the college. \u25a0

"The element of secrecy may keep members In
closer connection. Increasing their sense of own-
ership and the efficiency of the organization.
but this (.-lenient appears to some childish, and
no more salutary in a club than it would be In
a church. Moreover, it may be detrimental to
the college t.i have rites and policies not open to
the knowledge of the entire faculty. The fra-
ternities tend to overestimate some one phase
of the :ollege life and develop hostility to one
another and Join In it against 'barbarians'

—
that is, members of no society.

"On the intellectual side a great advantage
accrues to the college rom the habit of some
fraternities to supervise the making up of con-
ditions and back work among their members.
Also, the fraternities bring t" the college from
time to time pe< i.-- <if reputation, and they fur-
ther Intercollegiate intercourse.

"The chief detriment of fraternities lies In
the system of 'rushing I.' It is thoroughly artifi-
la! and needs to be modified. The persons

'rushed* gel an Inflated sens* of their own Im-
portance, and, ifdropped, lose their self-respect.
They are neither experienced enough nor in a
state of mind to make a wise, calm choice.

"Students ar< benefited on the Intellectual Bide
by taking an Increased pride In their work M
justify their membership. They develop *killin
administering the affairs of an organization and
participate In corporate interests. in a large
university the fraternity gi%-es a sense of back-
ing and strength, and therefore th.- individual
gains courage and self-respect."

clally represents what Smith professors think
of the social organizations at that Institution.
"It Is helpful to a college to have students

bound more Intimately together. Irrespective of
class, and to unite members of different stages

of maturity, establishing a certain sense of re-
sponsibility which belongs to bodies with or-
ganization. The fraternty adds a motive for
fidelity to' college Ideals, and members will do

for a fraternity what they would not do for tha
college alone.

Fraternity Rivalry Tends to Encour-
age to Rest Efforts.

P:«^;:ent G«org« Harris of Amherst College said
that he was in favor of fraternities as they existed
becaua* students ho are members are encouraged
to put forth their Ust efforts in whatever lino ofactivity they may enter.

"Elnce. at Amherst." he said, "the students do not
•at la the fraternity house* much of the ciiquel-
aese which otherwise results is don* away with
to a great extent. Many other arguments could bemad« In favor of fraternities in Arnherst but it issufficient to say that. Judging from the system here
in vogue, the advantages clearly outweigh i,.e dis-
s vantages."

Professor Genung. head of th« English depart-
ment, said:

"To my mind, the benefits from fraternities great-
ly outweigh the detriments. There exist. «unonCg»a»«*lilt> r..r:r.^ia a social oommaionship *ldon

4

If Fraternities Were Abolished
Clubs Would Succeed Them.

As long as there are differences of wealth and
Eoclal rank In the world there will he- college' fra-
tprni'^s or other societies of much the same \u25a0 ha i
acter. Such ;s the belief of Dr. Henry Mitchell
MacCracken, chancellor of New-York University.
It is the duty of university authorities, therefore,
ho said, to counteract els far as possible these nat-
ural tendencies '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•

••
\u25a0: cJannlshness; but he did

not think that the abolition <>f fraternities would
put a stop to them Were secret societies forbid-
den, local cluix would .^prinjf up iii their place,
such as may be seen at Princeton. Men of the s.uri"
tastes or teinpc-raiivnt cr purposes somehow or
other would Bock together.

"The existence of organizations to which all are
admitted and the purposes of which are bo broad
as to appeal to all ranks of society," said the chan-
cellor, "do much to brine members of different fra-
ternities and th« non-fraternity men together and,
accord such organizations are encouraged by
the faculty. The literary, philosophical ar.d scien-
tific societies, th<> Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion and the preparatory Rchoo] cluba do much to
level all classes among the undergraduates and
build up a uniform college spirit Whenever, there-
fore, it is possible tor the fa* ulty to encourage these
associations it is done.

"Another Illustration of ways in which the clique
spirit of the fraternity may be restrained without
open rupture Is th« rule established at this univer-
sity concerning the rental of dormitories. We now
have two dormitories and five fraternity houses.
it has often happened that a freshman, after se-
curing rooms in a dormitory, i- initiated into a fra-
ternity, and then \u25a0\u25a0• sires to give up his rooms and
move Into the horr:< of his fellow 'Greeks.' Yet.
while such a change might meet his pleasure It
would nevertheless cause a certain bitter feeling
among his dormitory associates whom he would
thus desert. It might make Eome of them regard
him with envy, and perchance blight certain friend-
ships which. If left alon«, would grow stronger.
For this reason, a man is held to a yearly contract

: for the payment of his room-.
"Iam not a fraternity man myself, having en-

tered college at the ace of thirteen, and I\u25a0 Ing
thought by my parents too young to Join such a
society; but, notwithstanding, Iam not opposed to
the fraternity when guided by good men. The fra-
ternities at this university have maintained a good

, •standard of morality, and not once in the eleven. years that the institution hail had its home at
j Morris Heights has itbeen necessary to investigate
|even the report of disorder in any of the existing
; five societies

LIFE TOO COSTLY.
"Fraternities have deteriorated since th« advent of

j the costly fraternity house," said Professor John
IJamt-s Stevenson, who has had the chair of geology
j at New-York University since ISTi, and who was. graduated from that Instil .'. In 18 11 Professor;Stevenson la v member of a fraternity, but he said
that when be became \u25a0 Greek Letter man fraternity
lire was far simpler than It tg jto-daj Men werechose:; iess for the money they .hail and more forti.<\u25a0•..- mental or soilal qualifications. The ties ihat
bound the members of a certain society together

1 were therefore more, natural, and the spirit of con-• geniality stronger.
"At the present time the expenses of «om«> frn-:«rnity houses." umd Professor Stevenson, "amount

\u25a0 to many hundreds of dollars. The rent of \u25a0 repre-
••-ntative fraternity boi;se at this university, for, example, Is $1,000. ':. addition to that there are

jnumerous other expenses. Servants are to be hired,
1 and not only the tablo needs to be piled liberally'

from day to day, but In addition there are spreads
:and receptions and private dinners, all of wh:oh

oo\;nt up. Then, if there or« sonio rich yuonsc man
who have plenty it money to upend for luxuries,
they Inevitably loosen the purse strings of the. rest.
who try to keep race with them. And at the s;ime
that a youth spends bis money he spends time
which often should t. devoted to hip studies.

"In order to maintain an expensive clubhouse the
;chapter must have men, and men with money

When the seniors are graduated and no out their
places iiiust 1..- tilled. Itis for this reason that th«
rushing of freshmen has become such a conspicu-
ous feature of fraternity life. As soon as a fresh-
man reaches collece if he is retarded hh available
he Is emlled upon, patted on the back. Invited to
receptions, dined and perchance wined, and in allpossible ways made to think he is an indispensable
member of human society. All of which does not
improve his modesty or broaden his Character.•In the early days, when there were no fraternity, houses, wntin the eXi*-nses of th« chapter weresmall, and threfore the number of members might
be great or smnll as a chapter wished, freshmenwere not rushed as they are to-d*y. A man was
picked more in accordance with his Individual
merit. For that reason Ido not think that some
fraifcinlU<-B return their mtsinlxir* a <^iid pro quo.

willbj: orgaxtzatioxs.

much prominence to student distinction la ath-

ictfea and to the men who are exceedingly popular

sr.,r,!:? their classmates. lam not saying that

ihes*- things should not be considered, and fratcr-
rit.es should not have In their organizations fel-
'

em dJaftlaraishad as football or baseball players;

i-ut Ido say that th*doom o* the fratendttes Is
Kealed unless they do not put on an equal stand
with the«" men *he men who distinguish them-
selves in scholarship ar.d science, which Is the
7'rimary object rt the university. IhP.ve \u25a0'. sus-
!;r io?. ih^t the average standing of the fraternity

man ie not so high dp •/:« average standing of the
man outsid?."

Andrew D. White, Brat president of Cornell T.'nl-
yetsity. who knows college fraternities in and out,

bad th!s to say of them:

Th« fact upon abich all fraternities rest la ex- :
prtcc«(j by tTie truism that 'man Is a social being.' j
Bring together a Thousand students, or even a
boon sad they wil! l-ogin to arrange themselves in j
parties, clique? and clubs. Groups of some sort are i

Inevitable. Now. do not the fraternities reduce j
thm e\~As arisin? out of these to a minimum and .
produce some results undeniably good? Th« first |
point to be noted 1? that when one of these in- j

table associations takes the form of a college ;
fr&terni'y It niiist. oease to be a mere temporary \u25a0

dab. It has at ocoa a reputation to make and j
maintain. It must bold Its own against rival fra-

ternities The badge which each, member wears !
fixes bis \u25a0 to b less than a pf;;tle- !
n:tn is tc disgrace it and to injure the fraternity.

"but tl.- members • Ithe fraternity ay. not «miy

under this bealtbfrfl pressure irom without; they :

are ger^rally under {-"j'>IInfluences from within.
Very soon after a fraternltj la founded 11 has a !
body of graduates sobered by the duties and <i- :
perier.ces of lif'-. Tms body \<ry soon outnumbers
the undergraduate members.

"

These graduates
Datorally v I -\u25a0 •;• their brethren in the i"\-
legps. and an the Orst '"> condemn any conduct '
jonong then] likely t" Injure the fraternity, here
'6 iivast iM?C''< ai \u25a0\u25a0 betw< en respectable, permanent
tratsrnltiea and all lemporarj clubs. A typical ;

Ttsult of the desire >1 undergraduate members to i
keep the approval of tli<ir graduate brothers is
ssen in the l«ci tiira Intoxicating drink6have been
rigorously excluded from the chapter rooms of all \u25a0

fmteri. \u25a0 . -
ihave known: frequently by 1 tie vote j

i-t undergrailuatrs not thensselves abstainers. i
\u25a0"While college fraternities thus reduce tin- evils !of smd«-nt h.>. vi! pxtupH. ;li«-y can be made a. very !

Bseful ad;,,iii't '.!. college discipline.

PUBLICITY HELPS FRATERNITY,
PrsCesaor T. P. Crane, dean of Cornell University.

said: "In discussing this subject it should b< re-
membered that the present fraternity is an entirely
different thing from the> coll^Kf- secret society of•
thirty years ago. Nowadays the fraternity ownsltlln' ~ the irsiu rn.ty owns"
or re-;tp Us house, in which the members room, cai
and hold their meetings. The financial tide ol th \u25a0

eniprr'rti..> is generally In the hands of graduate
mrrnber^. u-id in almost -very case the faculty <.f
«h; collegi Is represented. The fraternity lives Inan atmosphere at publicity, and is obliged to main-
tain its reputation through the reputation viits in-
dividual members. Secrecy la merely an Incident,
and the fraternity Is a social dub, with all theadvantage- of Intimate companionship among the
members. Th>rc is. of course, always the danger
that the social side willinterfere withcollens wortand that the .fraternity will restrict th< studentsinterests. This if, however, prevented by th. largercollege ssßorfntions. v which members «t the i>a.-termty iak^ part-athletics, etc. Every fraternity
desires to occupy a prominent position Ir the col-lege world, and cannot afford to withdraw withinItself. On tht- whole. 1 believe the taflueaee ofmSteri.iti*-s at Con • has been good, lam convincedthat If the fraternity did not .->:,•\u25a0 other socialorganizations would spring up. not Bo resDonMblaor sensiuve to eoatroL Ialso consider the Inter-collegiate relation, of the fraternities valuable intirquamting the membera with oihe: educatioi ilIn-

nalr^w-^i^e^e^-'^1'1"^1"^CoUe^ te l">l*tionand

,Ex"i\u25a0
; J"rt"X Irvine- professor of practice andprocedure in the. School of Law. seemed most en-thusiastic over the beneSts that accru*. trT fra-*£££> <men !:1 A r̂ lUe

3 "«y*ng: "Fraterntty \u0084
_

daS?^nrf J-2*' <t-'-:'-t -'-:'-- from what It was in my

woVe£ different fr°m what J ««»«»« it wouldwork cut It has rot tend. to create classes asthe old opponents used to claim. Bather, the fralern.ty is ore riemorratic now than before, andhas laade- the ,unlv<
--

more so. First \u25a0 lass lra-terßities do lots toward tr.ak.:.g young men levelkeeping them so. Ibelieve the disadvantagesof the system to lie in the fart that fraternltvmen have too many outside Interest! and don't
Vm TUT

UVh£ sc,olar^?! potp ot lnflr under elaas men.But Ithink they will ream- to that before loneMy impression |s thai the scholarship .standing lahigher outs the fraternities, it shouldn't be for£ritfcrr..iy men are. on th whole, the brighter menA* to :.-.e question of advantages that membersreap in after I:fe. there is no doubt about it that
9*truest and best friends a man makes are thoseIn Us fraternity Twenty-five years after gradua-
tion one knows that."

ndlceo. So far as Amherst is concerned, however,

my opinions have undergone a radical change. Am-
herst has eleven societies, and three-fourths of the
students are members. The competition for recruits
Is co great that any man of good college qualities
can be placed. Those who are not members remain
out for a variety of reasons. Fraternities furnish a
home for the boys where lifelong- friendships are
formed and where the new man finds a standard of
honor to which he must conform. To bo expelled
from a fraternity la felt as a much greater disgrace
than to be dropped from college. Ifan instructor
finds a student deficient In any way an appeal to his
fraternity meets a rr-ady and efficient response.
Thus the fraternity Is an important educational
factor: It is the chief means of social culture; and.
what should never h« overlooked, if is th« most

efficient disciplinary agency the collesTe- has. The
important point is that it Is automatic, and. In a
very real sense, constitutes student government.
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FROG CULTURE BY MILLIONS.
The cultivation of frogs is a now Industry, but It|

can be made profitable, as there are thousands of ;
acres of swampland inl'ennsylvanla. worthless,

which could be utilized. About two million willba j
distributed in the State. Bone of the applications j
received by the department are very amusing, an.t ;

they willbe stored away among the State archive*.

A New-Bedford applicant wants to know if the j
frogs "will flourish and do well In ponds that have
been constructed for flsh. but abandoned, or ponds
that are mad- to cut Ice off. a.-* th«y are fed with

clean water
" A nreadysvilJe. Bucks County.

farmer asks for from ten thousand to ntty thou-
sand frops with which to stock Neshamlny Creek,

which ho says "seem? to be run out of nan, so let
US have some bullfrogs." A Tullytownman writes
for a supply to stock -our mlllponds with, as they

are excellent ponds for that purpose A Phila-
delphia man writ- to know If the frogs are Kret-r.

and '\u25a0if they will keep bablea awake nights by their
croakings." A ClearfltM County man asks If the
fro^s are

*
00.l eating." and whether they are

•\u25a0real roga or only hoptoads."
—

(Plttsburaj Chroni-
.\u25a0;.> Telegraph.

SIZE OF AN ATOM.
How largo is an atom? "Perhaps the simplest,

though not the most exact, wa» of arriving at a
rough estimate of the slse of atoms is by measuring

the thickness of a soap bubble film,where It is as
thin as possible, just before it bursts." says a writ-

er. "Such a film. If composed of atoms, must be
something- Mkf a pebble walL Now. a pebble wail
WOUld hoi and IfIt were not .«e\eral pebb'.es thick,

ar.d if we had reason to suppose that It was about
a dozen pebbles thick. we could easily make an es-
timate, of the size of the pebble by measuring tlv
thickness of the wail.

"'That Is the a!»e with the thinnest reirton of a
soap film it la i und to have a very definite an.l
uniform thickness. IIIt the thinnest thine known.
and by refined optical means its thickness can be
accurately measured. It must contain not less than
something like a doze--: atoms i:i it-- thickness, and
yet It Is only about the twenty millionth of an mch
In thickness by ii:- imeasurement. So that the
diameter of ati atom cum*** out between one two-
liundrfd-millior.th and one three-huniliri'.-rr:!!ll.>n?h
of an inch. in other word from about 2t0.i50.1r9
to SO \u25a0 0 <M)OQ of atoms can liw» eri^e to e^g«> In a linear
Inch."

- (Science.

CRABS CAST UP BY THE SEA

Thousands Gathered on the Beach at Mouth
of Chesapeake Bay.

From What to Eat.
Baft shell crabs are as commonplace to the tide

water Virginian as are baked beans to the Boa-
ton'an. while the hard shell may b« got at any time

In Chesapeake Bay by menus of n string with a
plei \u25a0\u25a0 of me dropped \u25a0•'• erl \u25a0••iv and a scooonet.

Rut the mint remark is an extsavagaace of
the Atlantic thai occurs, so the satires say, about
thr«e in.-- ,i winter down at iii,«• Henry, at the
mouth of the Chesapeake.

The Icy rondltlon of the water puts the crab*
into it partially frozen and numbed condition, and
Ifthe win.i takes a certain direction there are sure
to '• miles ami miles of ben covered with masses<•• Hal bine bodies and sprawitan Imbecile pink !*•«!•
that etch up hr!;>!i»rsly Into the air.

The firm crabs i-omlnir In on the (Iwl of a big
wave excite little curiosity Then the number
steadily Increases, th" Ist-yard bench Ht lest be-
coming covered with crabs, seaweed, conch .spawn,
a«a bUcult. sea hogs and the giant king crab.Filially the waves tr-.nu--.-W. are im> longer wave*
of water, but literally waves of crabs

Then the lltil.> settlement of uovrrnnu-nt employes
\u25a0Ml la« stray wi'ixi heresit a ami the darkle* from
"back in the desert" eel '• work. Th*y hitch up
their broad two-Wheeled beach carts and work frontmorning till night gathering tit in*- crabs, taking
them to the Mail seven miles away, where they
are shipped to the markets or cunning fiietorU-wand then ii.me back for more.

At nlKhtfull the lighthouse keepers, the weather
bureau and signal men vi.d the Ufa »avers have

"The following story willafford an -xcellent Idea
of the Chinaman's Inveterate Insolence toward for-
eigners through the medium of his elaborate sys-

tem of etiquette. Iwas calling on some English

friends In Shanghai a few years ago. They had not
Ion? arrived from home, and were comparatively

new to the country and Its peculiarity. Among

the numerous subjects of Interest they had discov-
ered In their novel surrounding they displayed
for my inspection a Chinese visiting card which
had been left upon them by a high class Chinaman
a day or two before. It was of red paper, about
four or five Inches long by three in breadth, and
printed with largo Chinese characters.

"My friends expressed some pleasure at Its pos-

session, and Inoticed that it occupied a prominent
place- In their collection. Moreover, from their ac-
count, their visitor had Beamed a very amiable and
genial gentleman.
"Isomewhat startled my friends as Ipicked up

their treasure by remarking: 'The brute: Did he
have the Insolence to leave this on you? Anyway,
don't leave it about wher« It can be seen.'"

'"Why, what is the matter with it?" they queriei
"Now. my friend occupied an official position

under our government, which lent an additional
importance to the matter; so Ihastened to explain
that their visitor's interesting red card, with Its
imposing proportions, was a pleasant little attempt
to mark ni3 contemptuous sense of their Infinite
inferiority to himself and to indicate, In fact,
that he was a much bigger man. thai; my official
friend."

--We:]. Idon't car" what (ha fool thinks," ob-

served th« latter."
'But in Cluna you must,* Iexplained. 'If you

accept that Chinaman's insolent estimation of you
you willhave lost caste forever !n your future deal-
Ings with him, and every one. Chinamen, and pos-
sibly foreign rivals as well, who are aware of you*
loss" of prestige, will not hesitate to attempt to tak«
advantage of you. But at the same time you have
a splendid chance of asserting yourself at once,

and of establishing yourself at the outset In a
position of corresponding superiority and advan-
tage.'"

'But how can this be done.' he Inquired, 'ex-
cept by refusing to return th» beggar's call?''

''So.' Isaid; "> on must do that. It is part of
your opportunity. and as soon as I:-*realizes that,
contrary to his expectation, you understand his
etiquette and have seen through .Us action, he will
be thoroughly disconcerted and .-rawl t-> you in
future You need do no more than simply leave
upon him your own card, a good deal bigger In
sire than the one ':.- left upon you. and with your

own name printed in larger characters than his.
That will finish him completely an. l absurd as it
setms, little things are often big things In China,

and you will place yourself in a better position to

do good \u25a0-••' to your country's interests tha-i
you could otherwise expect.

'"

CHINESE INSULTS.

They Are Somewhat Subtle. Not to

Sat/ Sill
"The Chinaman especially lie of ''\u25a0'• higher and

offtYla! ela* has enveloped himself In \u25a0 »nWh ;•" \u25a0

elaborate tnesn of cintom and etlqustte. In which
i;Is his delight to outran the iKr.orant and unwary
foreign devil." says "Tin Kirn "And r.» ftrxup-

«-st thine about this Chines* propensity is that it ia I
by no means iisnsessry. in Chinese eyfs. for the ••'\u25a0-

Jed of an insult to be awan of ;...- position. ;
-

is

enough for thorn that iM in degraded henceforth
In their eyes, ami In tbOM <>t all Who ar>- eapahla

of appreciating the f;u-t t :int h« tvi* been sub-
jected to this species <>f mornl degradation.

"It will ho apparent, therffor'. how extremely

Important It i* that a Minister who ia intrusted
with the Interests nnd prestige of his country In

China should >• thoroughly conversant v.ith this

Insidious dancer and* vigilantly «'ii hi* guard
against all attempts to degrade his >>?.•.<•\u25a0 .<:..!

weaken hi? Influence in the Far Kn~*.
"The very puerility of tt* -• Chinese Insults tends

to Increase their danger. For. unless a European i-
sufficiently versed In their hidden significance to r \u25a0•-

Bent them immediately, his lons of face and raste

Is as groat as though he had knowingly and tame-

ly submitted to them. He Is henceforth a *übjeet

for scarcely veiled contempt and derision, and a
recognised target for Celestial footing and levity.

"On the other hand, nothing confounds a Chli
'

man quite as much as when the object « \u25a0• his In-
sldlous attempt suddenly displays an acquaintance j
with the actual significance of the attitude ado] 1

toward him. He become* hopelessly disconcerted.
and hl9 respect la proportionately aa great as his
contempt would have been had he succeeded In

eacaplns detection.

1•<


