
Senator Reed Smoot. of L'tah. paid his respects

to the President this morning. Senator Beveridge

In a short talk with the Pr^siient was heartily
congratulated on his active work in the recent
campaign. Senator Alger spent some time con-
ferring with the President regarding what is known
as the Lake Bluff site for the naval training sta-
tion. Senators McComas, Foraker, Clay and New-
lands were among the day's visitors, together witk
a number of Representatives, the majority of whom
caled to pay their respects and congratulate th»
President on the result of the election.

The President observed the threatened outward
move on the part of the Speaker, and called him in.

"Haven't a thin? to say." cried the £-w»ak»r. "I
Ju«t dropped in. and can come in again at any eld
time."

"Tour official position commands attention when-
ever you call.*1 replied the President; "so come on
In and have itout."

"And do you know," said the Sneaker, as he left
th* building, "I went h, and wasted twenty min-
utes of the President's time. Iought to be n?hamed
OS myself."

Representative Champ Clnrk. one of the few Dem-
ocrats who saved the!- official h'Tin in Missouri,

dropped into the President's office this morning to

toll him that ho had sect the landslide coming.'
If X had not seen It." said Mr. Clark. "Iwou'.d

not be hack In my old t-^at in Congress next term.

As It was, Isaw the handwriting on the wall, and
pot out and hustled good and plenty. Had the rest
of the Democratic members (!o\. the samf thing

we might have a different tale to tell to-day. In-
stead of getting out and working like beavers to

override the tidal wave, most of our fallows held
back, in their confidence of good old Missouri's
rock-ribbed Democracy, and the wave swallowed
them up."

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
{FROM THE TRIBUNE \u25a0' Kr.AU.I

Washington, Dec. 3.—The President and Mr*
Roosevelt gave a dinner to-night, at which Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Goelet. Miss Roosevelt, the Misses

Warder. Miss Josephine Boardn.an. Miss Mac-
Vcagh. Nicholas Longworth. Viscount de Cham-

brun. Count Sala, Lieutenant 17. S. Grant. 3d. and

William Httt weie prtstnt. Th- laM« orations

were Bridesmaid roses and Roman hyacinths.

After dinner there was a small musical entertain-
ment, at which vocal and instrumental selections
were given by **Ls Cantor! Napolltani." The
guest? included some of Miss Roosevelt's young

friends and debutantes o;* tho season. Mr and
Mrs., Robert Gpelet are spending Sunday at the

White House. The President and Mrs. Roosevelt
will give a dinner on December 8. follo.red by a
musical entertainn:<nt.

President Roosevelt thH afternoon promised Fro-
vost C. C. Harrison' that he would deliver the
Washington's Birthday address to the students of
tho University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Harrison
made the journey from Philadelphia for the pur-
pos-'o of rrfrenting the invitation, and was lm-
nrmywrf pleased at the suceojs of his iliflwsi

VIco-Pi jt-elect Fairbanks called at the

White House this afternoon and had half an hour's
conference with the President on legislative mat-
ter?.

Speaker Cannon, who was one of the President's
callers la the forenoon, arrived at the office build-
ins to find the anteroom full of members of Con-
gress and bureau chiefs v.-aitint; their turn.

"Oh. Iguess I'llget out of here!
'

exclaimed the
Speaker, with a good n.'Uured laugh. "There's a
whole lot of follows In here that have more busi-
ness th.'m Ihave to transact.

Invitations have been Issued for the msrr!«s»*'
Henry Lnwr*>ne* Underhltl. of Crotan sa srgjsfl
an.l .Mh« r'.lz.-t .1 Pav»u-. of N-w-York. on Tse»
day afternoon. Deeer.iber SO. at the Fifth A*****
Captlat Church. n«-ur Forty-sji.th-»t.

Mlys Gladys Purnnt Rice, one of th* «***°a
'

debutantes. will be at hosse on Friday, Dec^raS*
*

at Xo. « IrvingPlace. She la the oldest daux"''
of Dr. and Mrs Clarence C. Rice.

Mrs. Henry Parish. Jr . ha« la^ued cards for so
"at horn*;" to-morrow week at her ho ise. In East
Seventy-?txth-st.. far Miss Isabel B«s'..—.as. •*• \u25a0

spending th*> season In New- York.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Yv". I'acker Prer.ti v. of N»>
•

West llllSSllia Si. will giva a lar^r theatre r'***'
on Christmas Eve for her nir-e. Miss Martha Fr«3-

tice Strong. oi.<s of the debutaiite» of the -later.

Ar.rnuncrrp.ent is mad*- o.' the engagement of Ml**
Kathleen Missey. iSßßgMsrol Mr.and Mrs. Geecg*

Msssty, to J. WrtgM Branra. son of Mr. and Mr*
Waldron Po«t Browa.

Mrs. Theodore Var A. Trotter has !««'ie.l card*
for an '"at home" at her house. Is Kast ThUlf
eT..'.-st.. on Monday, December 1?, tor t:-* MM
of her ss) lightsI.Miss Helen Trotter. The reception

w'l: he ..\u25a0'.. d:inr-» !n th^ werting. Arnrs*
tho«e who trill assist in receiving «i!l N» Mls»
Blanche Shoemaker. Miss Dorothy «irlna«ll aad
Mr- Walttr L,. Oiljasil jr.

Miie. Sssabrtch will ylng and Victor I!»rb*rfi
Or

-
h<'strr\ will furnish li-» :nstrum«fr.t:i!^mus!s *S

th»> tir^t of the series of Albert Morris I.aicSTl
m;:rical mornings, which t3k^s place .-.--»••
usual at the Waldorf-Ast

Miss OasafelM Dexter, d.Tuph'e- of M « Stanley
W. D«xter, mad? her d«but passssway iBuMI

•'•

a rfcptlon given byh?rmo'her. Mrs Jo^.s O. Csr-
!!'? had an "at homp" at h«»r house lr: Gram*rcr
Park for the del ut o* her two (cr1adttSSgjM r» M'»»

Jaaa and Mt?3 Laara Carlisle, anIM\**Fv*
* **"

rev.ce's coming out w; ii^r.alrM ty a i»<vpt:oi

Kivfn by htr fatn?r. Frank l^awrtnee. j.* his b»»*
in M^-iison-ave.

Further entertainments for debutantes this \u25a0**«<

Include th-> nnpUoa g.ven by Mrs. Fre e \u25a0 c_ Fl*r-
son for her daughter. Miss Jos ph:ne P'.ersoa. at

her house in West Fifty-seventh-st: the luncheon
at M.3. W. Barclay Parsors. for her SSSMtSJBSI
graad4snsght«r. Miss Sylvia Parson.*, at her Sous*
in Fifth-avo.. on \Vedr.etday, and an "at hon:e" on
the same sJtsnMSsl by Mr*. Wll.iam Fe.lowes Mor-
gaa at her hcuae in Stuyvesant Square, for h<r
•laughter. Miss Beatrice Morgan. who has come out

tali winter. On Saturday at least a dozen y&u2«

girls, including Miss Edith Landon. M:»» Cith-
erlne Rhoi''es and Miss Edth Cots abe «fl n—
their debuts at recent'ons given 'or them by tfceir
respective mothers. Several vnora made ttifr
rows to society yesterday artemocn. anon; tlsn
•M.s^; Blanche Shoemaker, at -An "at bssssf erv»n t"
her mother. Mrs. Henry F. Shoem-ker. ar h«r ha:i><

In West Fif:y-thlrd-st.. tha reception belrg followed
bya dinner an :a :heat:e party. Th wh • wsslfssd
for the dinner Included Miss MMLar.-ioa MM
Mildred Barclay, Ashton De P-ystrr. Sidney Ds
Kay. SOBS Marjorlo Motley am. Hendrick Hue-
son. Mrs. Tberon G. Strong also had an "**
home" yesterday afternoon Pot her daugatsr.
Miss Martha Strong, at her house Is East S—!-
ty-nfih-st.. the reception bstaHJ followed 57 \u25a0

dinner. Miss N'anni* Brjwn likewise made Btr
debut yesterday afternoon at * receotion glvpi
for her at Sherry's by her aunt MI; Elen TTfclppi•
Bra—

—
i. who will have a large theatre party *t»r

her on December M followed ty
•• »uiP«r *"

Sherry's.

is that of Ilenrr V.V>r;hln«t )n Bull and Miss UsSo)
Livingston, daushtrr of Mrs. R. C:ußbtldg» Lfr.
lnsston. at Saratoga. Ther» » .'1 b*neither Brides-
maids nor ushers, and the esreasssQi will ie a q'4
affair. Frederick Bull *cUag as bis brother's heXman. The newly married co-jplc are looked to aal]
for niirop* on December 13. l;?r.ry W. Bull ent*r-
taJn«d a aajsaswv of hLi friends at a farewell bache-
lor dinner at th» Union Clib last Wednesday night.
Th. party Ineluded V. Holbrook B«t3. Rawlln*Cottenrt. Reginald Crooks. J. Griswoid Livingsta*
Alfonso do Xavarro. Hermann B. IHiryea. Ft?-!*-!lea Bon, H.-.rj K. Godfrey. Francis C. Bishop ana
John Gvtawold Llvlnp,;oD.

On Wednesday the wee'din* of Miss OatrasaAgostinl to Dr. Kellowes Dav.s. Jr.. »i:i tak» plac,
at th» home of the brides parents. The ceremony
will be performed by tho Rev. Wli;:am M. Gros-»«.nor. of the Church of the Incarnation. Mrs. Eu-cene J. Beales willbe the matron of honor. Sh« \u25a0«the bride's sister. Pierpont Davis will b*> best smb.
'Ih» ushers are Dr. Kusene Pool. Dr. Harold Barclay, toward Do W. \\ a;eh. J. Ustsass Woidea.Ralph Curtis. Bai-.hclomew Jacob and Albert JtHulilekop^r. Dr. Davis rave his faraweU bachsJar
dinner last «««niag at th- Union Club. On tatsair.o day Mm |ispsH Fran?iie. who was Mi*Elsie Uuatlnstoo. and Undsey Tapani wl.l be ns«.
ntd. The wcddlr.g win a, * small *ffa.r at t.
E^st Twe:.tieth-sr. hous* of Mr. and Mrs. CharlesR. Hu.-u:!i*.'ton. the pa.-ents of tht K-ide. and oolrrdattrea and a few intimate friends will fee as^ad.

On Thursday the Church of the Heavenly Rr»twill t« the scene of Ik* marriage af il 3̂ iiay w
So.cy. dlßghtW ofilr. and Mrs. Jao;es K-osaei'\u25a0oley. Is Howard C. Dickinson. Miss l>.a 3o>y
will be her sister*! maid of honor, a-.d the or ien-
maids w.li be Mm Elsie Howland. yi^GertruJ*Pell. .Miss Julia Edgar Miss Elizabeth Morton 311s*Margaret Doane Gardiner and Miss Henrietta" Hoif-
man, of Baltimore. John Low»Il B^ke. of Boston.Is to be the best m.»: and Inward H. Deia.te.Jloaa Dix. Robert Seigwl.k. Marshall R. Ker-no?han. William Hoffman. L*» Grande C. Gr'.swolt.Arthur Dixey and Richard K. Thorr.«iyke, of Bo«-ton. will be th* ushers. Mrs. assay w1.::w1.:: j:t» m•\xi boms" at her house in East lilTUiiU,l,lto-morrow afternoon, when the bride's prwer.U wail
be shown to her friends.

Ite an-l Mrs. Henry I.Barber. tn cor.s'<;ue=ct of» --'X placed in bmsjssssbJ thr, sh the death oftheir Mtt-hvlaw. Count Hiissaiai i» Pourtilej, acGeneva, have turned over their parterre box. g«:\u25a0. at the para, on Monday e»«uUlgX to iin. EK.McCroary. Mr. ,lnd Mrs. r ssbroke Jonsi haT«
secured the JuUßard Dartcrr* box. x,,. :fnr g^
remaining Ppformsncfl of the season on odd Msb.days and even matinees.

A number of people went yesterday to Inin?tor-
on-the-HuJ?on to sMtand tho wedd!nr of CdanalMonroe SawMUe, son of General and Mrs. Cfeßfcla. eawtslla, of U-ashinston. and Miss XUIIS Worth-ington. a niece or M -. \v. Lanman Bull and a
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Worth:n<too, at
the latter country p;a?«% at Irvington.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Vanderbilt. with Mr.
and Mrs. Hamilton McK. Tweaajstf and Miss RutaTworably. as well as Mr. and Mr3. F. E '»rtoriWebb, are spending the weetend at Sfcelbouras
Farms. \'t. as the guests or Dr. ana .M-» tv
Bewavl Webb.

Mr. an.l Mrs. Anson Ph»lp? Stokes md "-- than
Stokes have arrived in town from XorotCG. CBB .
and expect to sail for Europe sat la the n*wyear.

A number of dances figure on the programme SI
the week opening to-day. Three of th? me?; k»
portant are the First Junior CotiilA;;.

—
ftftrti >j,a.

in a measure, taken the place of tha former As-
sembly and Patriarchs' ball: the first of Oh SBAh

;of dmn»r dances orßar.ized •>• Mrs. V)rtjtrfc J <\u25a0
Peyster and J. Montgomery Strong at D<?:mo.~.i:o \
on Thursday, and the Saturday evening ca^es oi
Saturday at Delmonicos under the patronjgs p;
Mrs. Charles R. Huntington. Mrs. John Ctefesoq
lay, Mrs. >;. Morgan <ir:r:e;!. Mrs. HSbOfM L.
Roosevelt. Mrs. Sackett Moore Barclay ai'.ii Mr.-.V.
Livingston Pel!. Th» First Junior OottQoa takw
piace on Tuesday nlsnt at cherry's. dtovre> Ph^!;a
will lead, asjartng with Miss Khza'oeth Dodge, asi
among tiie patronesses are Mri. Hl'.bourr.e aa.i
Mrs. Emien isMSOVesi Mr>=. Grenv'.lle Kane. Mrs.
Arthur and Mrs. Cleveland Dodge. Mrs. Doujias
Robinson. Mrs. Dallas Bache Pratt and Mrs. Her.
Bert Parsons.

Another dance of th* week is that which w!K ai
given on Frtday by Mr. and Mrs- Henry F. Sho»-
maker. in th« Ladies' Annex of the Metropolitan
Club, for the'- daughter. M.ss Blanche Sho^ta^ksr.
one of the debutante of the seascn. Tha iar;-
willbe preceded by a dinner.______

Mr and Mrs. Charles B. Hubbell have. Issued tit-
vita-ions for a dinner dance for Friday at their
house In Ea?t Thirty-first-st.. for their youngest
daughter. Miss Ruth Hubbell.

Aaotaar weddmc which takes place on Tuesday-

Within the last few months it has devfloped
that a great number of fullblood Cherokee Ind-
iana ar« becoming cocaine fiends. A little Investi-
gation shows that druggists are- disposing .f n
Kivat deal of this druf. but what '.a more startling
ptiil Is that there are a lot of paffaaas who have
i... iigoing into the country and sc'.linK escahta to
the Indian!... It Is a new vice for the Indians, but
it is wonderful how it in takinß \u25a0 hold on th«*m.
it i*suld that th« sTrog is being borttaggod, us It
hits been the custom to bring in liquor. Th* au-
thorities will start an Investigation.

Mamma—Now, EUiu dear, what la a cat?
Kiel*-—lJuimo. ,

A.\u25a0 .
Mamma- vV«U. what » that funny llttl-t animal

thai comes creecting "P l"*stairs wb»b every one's

Elsie (promptly) -Papa.— <Htaatratasl nits.

What is described as tbe largest number of com-
municants of one Church ever gathered together

for conference In Christian history met in St. l/ouia
recently at the International Missionary Convention
of the Disciples of Christ There wen over sixteen
thousand delegates, nearly every land to be reache.l
by the Christian Gospel being inpiwwilai]. The
society has seven hundred missionaries In foreign
service, thirty ntssion schools and seventeen hos-
pitals. Its Income In the last yeir was nearly half
a million. la tha entire Church there Is a member-
•ship of over a million and a quarter. In this coun-
try it has over eleven thousand church** and nearly
seven thousand minister*. Its figures show an
average annual contribution of each member of
$6 Zl. The organization exhibits all the M»jns of
vitality und power! and is carrying on its work
everywhere with extraordinary vigor and success.

The Usual S:zi« of Him.—rattle Elmer— Papa.
what is a hypochondriac"
Profeuor BroadhSSvO— A hypochondriac, mv son. is

a person who has »•> disease, but muuv complaints.—
(Puck..

\,-. to Law.—Necessity bemoaned her limitations.
"You'll be ashamed of your old mother, who

even In th's lay of correspondence cahoots, knows
no law!'1 she exclaim <i. with an affecting, quaver.

"Hush!" rejoined Invention, soothingly, "1 will
more than ever make virtue of you. watch has no
need of Saw.**—(Pock.

There has been a great increase ot consumption
and insanity among the Southern negroes since
they acquired their freedom. Dr. Thomas J. Mays,
writingin "The Atlanta Constitution." ascribes it.
to conditions dependent on the cessation of slavery,
and quotes figures and data In support of his con-
tention. The increase of these ills among the
blacks Is. in the first place, due to the heavy eco-
nomic and industrial burdens which were suddenly
placed on their shoulders, and which thpy had
neither the wisdom nor the organised constitutional
strength to discharge, and. in the second pkice, to
Improvidence of living, to poor and Improperly pre-

pared food, to ignorance of the laws of physiology,
to bad hygienic surroundings, to overcrowding, lazi-
ness and Irregular work, to improper care and
nursing when ill, to lack of self-restraint, alcohol-
ism and dissipation of all sorts. The argument is
advanced that they were better off In slavery and
that consumption and kindred diseases were tnen
far less destructive. In summing up the testimony
adduced by numerous authorities on this subject, it
is said that "the prevention of pulmonary consump-
tion resolves itself Into such efforts of education aa
\u25a0will Impress tho masses with the importance of
leading a life similar to that which made the slave
population of the South practically immune from
that disease before the Civil War."

MORE OF THE SIMPLE LIFE.
[Fy th* elimination of th« elaborate bill of fare, and

by the adoption of the simp. • r piin of luncheon rooms,
such a"? are found in the buaiiwea centres •\u25a0;' our lai^e
cities, our Inquiry loads us to bell«v« .at . . . t;-.e
members of the House would tinj the chunks fully 'n

accordance with t:.<.ir dMlna anJ real necessities.
—

(B«-
port of the House commute* to suggest a flan for the
betterment Of the restaurant. J

Oh. brown the wheats and lot 'em come;
Draw one right in tii*»cup.

Some pure Vermont, not on the bum;

Ham and. the bright .side up:

A slaughter in the pan for one,
With miuli-s mi the side;

fore the oleo and bur.
Hiing Borne Kentucky pride.

Horseradish on a doa*, with rye;

Milwaukee in a stein
—

(There ain't no tip In that old guy,
Yuh ntwon't do it tine>.

Hoi mince with jiu lit.-=u riieere:
A glassful lrim the '"•\u25a0\u25a0

W>ll! move along his fodder, pi•>*<•*.
Hf'« waitlit1 for it now.

A dtsen rifht np from the bay:
Some Java, hot with sinkers!

Ard. saving time in this- neat way.
3^> lunch the nation's thinkers.—

(Intliunape-Hs News

"The Electric Review" Baya that Paris will have
forty mi'.<-3 of subway when the work now begun
Is completed. It is carried out n sections, and at
present two of the sections are finished nnd have
been in use since the latter part of October. One
of them runs across the central part of the city,

nnd connects at each end with one ;>f the existing

liiu-s. It passes the St. 1-azar*.' station, the Opera

ami the Bourse. The line runs entirely In tunnel.
One of the remarkable points of construction is the
huge masonry and iron •work block which lies in

front of the Opera. It contains three superposed
tunnels, as in the future there will be three roads
crossing at this point.

Ti!F TALK OF TIIE DAT.

Is recalled by a noted receivership of the day.
Usually a receiver Is appointed only when
there's little worth receiving left.

Swift's biting sarcasm in verse,

\u25a0\Vh»>n nothing's left that's worth dffer.c*
They build a magazine.

European crowned heads In their opening- ad-
dresses to parliaments generally speak wisely
as to tho problems which confront the legisla-
tor*. The King of Itnly.for instance, expressed
himself with moderation and tact in his opening
address to the representatives of tho country

In th(^national body last week. Many thousand
Italians who have been in the United States long
enough to put aside sufficient money on which
to spend a few months in Italy are now takins
Fiissage abroad, intending to return here to re-
sume toil in the spring. They willhave new
ideas to communicate durine the winter to their

relatives and friends.

Fair Japan, Ancient Rome and Old St. Louis
did not long survive the glories of the great
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, but niado their
exit skyward In flame, ns did many buildings
of tha Columbian Exposition at Chicago. A

short life and a merry one on "the Pike" tva.3

their destiny.

The cheerful readiness of Leader Murphy to
Fpare Controller Grout from Tammany to the
Citizens Union for Mayoralty candidate 13 one

of the amenities of politics which seem pl-as-

anter than they really are.

Mississippi is penniless, and Vardaman Is h*»r
Governor. Misfortunes never come singly.

It Is said that twenty thousand permits a
year are granted to open streets, and that, once
opened, they ore rarely closed property- I!iI!i

this statement Is found a sufficient explanation
of the condition of tlie streets of the metropolis
against which twenty thousand teamsters have
n'ade a protest. Why such a condition of af-
fair? is tolerated hy the Bureau of Highways :s
one of the mysteries connected with the munici-
pality of New-York.

As decided '.->>' the Supreme Court, a s.iml-

wlch. even though accompanied by liberal and
numerous potations of fluids, ts not a sseaL The
Raines law hotels will have to add to thoir
present restricted menu to come within the pro-
tection of tho statute under which they exist.

Amonp other things "the last man and the
last cartridge" must by this time be almost
within General BtoesaeTs sight.

parabty thrifty peasants, but we have come-

Hjing better. We cau by int« Uigence— -with the
aid of machinery— bring cultivation to ju-t as

high a state on mucb broader fields. Some day

ttoe Eastern farmers will realize the delusion of
thinking that westward tbe course of agricult-

ural empire has taken its way, and willknow
that in their own soil there is more wealth than
In the California gV>ld mines, if they willdevelop
itwith equal scientific enterprise.

Mlt. GROUTS SURRENDER.
Criticisms upon Controller Grout's unstable

political character have hitherto generally been
accompanied by the acknowledgment that he
\u25a0was a zealous guardian of the money of the
taxpayers, but either lie was . 'aying a part
when, in the guise of a reformer, lie held up
lighting bills amounting to over S(»,OQO.OOO, or
lse be is betraying the people when, as the rep-

resentative of IfcCarreaism iiithe municipal ad-
ministration, he allows those same bills to the
companies for which McCarren is the notorious
lobbyist. Nothing has occurred in the lighting
situation, so far as is known, which excuses Mr.
Grant's: change of face if there is any good
reason for it. Mr. Grout should Instantly make
a frank statement of the facts, to save his own
reputation, for so far his defence, taking the
form of a misrepresentation of Colonel Monroe,
Mayor Low lighting Commissioner, only serves
to convey the Impression of shuffling and con-
scious guilt.

When Commissioner Ifonroe was in contro-
versy with the lighting, companies Mr. Grout
rtrongly urged him to consent to no unsatis-
factory contract, and took high ground against
raying exorbitant bills. Concerning the gas
supply ho said: "The company Is a common
"carrier, and must furnish the light. You offer
•them what you think is a fair price for the
•light, and if. they do not accept it, let them-go to court and sue the city." Even as late
ss November. 196*1 after be had gone over to
Tammany, be signed a report saying:

"vVhen a fair price for an article cannot be
reached or ever. indicated by actual competition
the sum the city is to pay should be settled alterInvestigation Into the comts of production anddelivery of the commodity supplied.

The companies have gone on furnishing the
light SB common carriers, but they have by
no means been -willing to sue and open the
door to an investigation as to the fair price of
their product, instead they have won over Mr.
Grout. Without this investigation the city offi-
cials hare made an agreement tr> pay in full
the very bills which Mr. Grout pronounced e »
outrageous when be was a reformer, and Mr.
Grout now says: "I thliik Commissioner Oak-
ley has done extremely well." He takes ref-
T3ge in tie pretence of important concessions
made by the companies, hut thise concessions
*r*triflingcompared with what he himself de-
manded until ho came under the spoil of Me-
•"ajTcn. The old bills are to be paid In full.
«tnd the oaly "concession" is the failure of the
'OKipanles to extort Interest on their excessive
charge* for the time they were in dispute. Ou
new contracts a decrease of 4 per cent is ar-
ranged, but Mr. Grout, when a reformer, had

ma ruled a decrease of 40 per cent, and was
ready to go to court rather than take le*«.

Borough Prudent Littleton exposes the dem-
fcsogy of the resolution of the Board of Esti-
mate for ft municipal lighting plant, passed us
a top to an aroused public sentiment. The Low
cdmicUtration, while holding up th« compa-
nies, sought the power to establieh such a plant
thai itmight h&v^ a club with which to secure
fair rate*. Its bill was defeated in the legis-
lature by the machinations of McOarren. Now
Mr. McCnrren's ally. Mr. Grout, after Furren-

'\u25a0\u25a0 rtag to xho companies, proposes a municipal
Bgbttasj plant His friend McCarren is at theold stand to prevent the passage of an enabling
act. after the talk of one has served t > cover
Mi-. Grout'? betrayal of \u25a0],„ taxpayer- and
even if MeCarreii failed the law irould ho a
ca«»e of lot lag tho burn after the horse was

FARMING TiT MACHINERY.
The changes which are rapidly taking place

In the conditions of Western farming are full
of promise to the Eastern farmer of intelligence
and enterprise. Ifhe is ready to meet the con-
ditions of successful agriculture there is no
reason v.-by be should continue to complain of
the impossibility of competing with the occu-
pants of rich, low priced Western lands. Per-
haps there never would have been any good rea-
son for that complaint ifthe Easterner had been
really awake to the nature of bis problem. A
Frenchman or a Dane would have taken his
farm and. instead of lettingit deteriorate, would
have improved it and made money. The com-
petition of the West was ruinous not so much in
that it made Eastern farming intrinsically un-
profitable as in that It unsettled habits of thrift
and land nurture and drew people from one
place to another, robbing soils as they went and
leaving a trail of decadent agriculture behind
thetn. This will go on so long as the govern-
ment continues tobold out tho allurement of un-
settled lands.

But the cattle ranges are being fenced In. and
the great. wheat fields are showing the effect of
a continued drain. The West in its turn must
take up diversified farming. Its methods, while
for a time exceedingly profitable, were exceed-
ingly wasteful and were possible only on cheap
land. As the country is settled up equilibrium
Is restored. But the East, to compete; must
learn one lesson from the West and adapt its
farming to the conditions of modern Industry.
Itmust farm more and more with machinery.
Government statistics show that through ma-
chinery the cost of producing crops has do-
creased 50 per cent since 1850. The p^r capita
supply of cereals has almost doubled since 1840.
The farm laborer is five times as effective as
be was then. Our product has increased entirely
out of proportion to the numbers engaged in
agriculture. Cotton is now the only one of the
nine principal crops requiring a greater absolute
amount of labor than in 1840. In the othei
crops, with a vastly increased output, there has
been, according to Dr. H. W. Quamtance, of
the University of Missouri, in a recent paper
upon "The Influence of Farm Machinery on Pro-
duction and Labor," an actual decrease in tha
amount of labor employed. This change has
Indeed been marked in tTie East, but itbaa been
carried further in the West, where the (-team
plough and other instruments of farming at
wholesale are used. But that wholesale fanning
hns been wasteful farming, and the opportunity
of the Last lies in doing the same tiling without
the waste. Its policy should I*1 Intensive farm-
ing on a large scale. "With antique sinew and
with inockTii art." it should carry on that gar-
denlike cultivation which supports In Europe
such largo rural populations on small areas,
with the aid of that machinery which in the
West makes possible the farming of large tracts
with little labor.

This need not necessarily mean the destruc-
tion of small holdings, though it does mean in
a measure their cultivation ns a unit. No small
farmer can afford die original outlay for the
most modern farm machinery, or the waste
entailed by its use for only a few days in a
year. But there is no reason why farmers In
the Eastern States, except in rocky districts like
parts of New-England, where there «re other
promising opportunities awaiting intelligent im-
provement, should not In co-operation lav out
their fields so that they could be tilled and
reaped by machinery, and so that a few Ben
with machines could be employed through the
whole season during which any particular class
of work is to be done, just as the owner of the
steam thrasher of any neighborhood now is
Farming properly done on this basis means
making the most of the land, while now much of
it is entirely neglected or only half tilled because
of the difficultyof getting farm labor. Itmeans
carrying on farming like manufacturing', at full
pressure. Land under intensive cultivation can
be made to yield enormous crops, but such cul-
tivation has been practically Impossible under
past conditions In this country because of tha
cost of labor. Even our best fanning has only
been half farming, according to the nlfniwl for-
eign standards. In Europe lands far less rich
than our neglected Eastern fields are sources of
large wealth. We bavo riot Europe's incom-

And tben all who can will squeeze into tbe
Taylor Opera House. Tbe legislature will be
there; the cleik of each bouse willcall tbe roil
and announce a quorum present. Around tho
lawmakers may be seen the judges and State
officials and others whose names are known
throughout tbe commonwealth. Before this au-
dience tbe chief justice will step to the front of
tbe stage and read from parchment tlie oath ad-
ministered to each incoming Governor, and this
Edward C. Stokes will repeat nfter him, sen-
tence by sentence. Tben Mr. Stokes will read
bis inaugural address. After that be will pro-
ceed to tbe executive chamber, where, amid a
bewildering array of flowers, he will shake
bands most of the afternoon and evening with
thousands of enthusiastic admirers.

Exhausted, but doubtless pleased, be may. per-
haps, being a philosopher, retiie to rest musing
on the saying of Marcus Aurellus regarding
"those who have been most remarkable by tbe
"greatest fame or misfortunes or enmities or
"fortunes of any kind; tben consider where are
"they all now? Smoke and asb and a tale, or not
'even a tale."

Th" Governor-el oct Is the last person in the
State willingly to make himself part of a circus.
He is a serious, studious young man who bus
always avoided display and ostentation of every
kind. Ifonly bis own feelings and desires were
to be consulted, lie would probably leave his
bouse on January 17. walk across tbe street to
the State House, either alone or with one or
two friends, take the oath of otlice and im-
mediately settle down to business. But that
may not he. Custom and precedent, which have
practically grown into an unwritten law, decree
that tbe inauguration be made a popular ceb»-
bration. Tbe stalwart political workers all tbe
way from old Deckertown to Sea Isle City must
have an opportunity to show themselves in mar-
tial crray along tbe main highways of the capi-
tal, accompanied by bands of music with the
handsomest and proudest drum majors ever
seen. National Guardsmen and Naval Reserves
must needs be there to add a touch of color to
tbe scene.

A POPULAR CELEBRATION.
Some of our patriotic friends In New-Jersey

are now sitting up nights trying to figure out

what kind of ceremonies would be most appro-
priate six weeks hence, when Franklin Murphy
transfers the great seal of the State to Edward
C. Siokes and tbe latter assumes tbe title, dig-

nity, prerogatives and burdens of tbe Governor-
ship. Mr. Stokes is not interjecting bis view?,

having other things to worry him, so that the
debate between those who favor quaker ohn-
plicity and those who champion a gorgeous dis-
play of tinsel and trappings and parades of uni-
formed men goes merrily on without interrup-
tion.

death, and tbe world's net loss Is small when

bis boat goes down.
Tbe author of "The Country Parson" made

some Judicious observations on tbis general sub-
ject many years ago. Taking for a text "The
•young man who wentup the Alps bellowing out"'Excelsior,'

"
be remarked that the climb r had

no business to transact on tbe summit, hut mere-
ly wished to pose as an extremely resolute nnd
stubborn person, ilis ambition was, therefore,

of a eilly sort, and if be was entitled to any
credit at all for resisting "the blandishments of
"tbe maiden, who skeins to have been a remark-
"ably free and easy young woman." the motive
for his self-abnegation was not commendable.
Longfellow usually took sane views, but we dare
say That bis "Excelsior." which three genera-
tions of young Americans have learned by heart,

has inspired many a foolish enterprise.

yOT HEROIC.

The man Trno tried to cross Lake Michigan In
the strange craft of bis own construction which
be described as a rolling balloon and named the
Fool Killer was found dead on tbe beach forty-
eight liour6 after his voyage began. He had
written on a card that the uir valve bad gone
wrong and he was expecting to be suffocated;
but whether or not uc would otherwise have
survived the exposure Is uncertain. We wished
BO barm to the reckless adventurer who named
bis boat or vehicle or whatever It was co ap-
propriately, but this at least may be said with-
out reproach— tbat his fate has probably spared
the world a display of maudlin admiration for a
bogus "hero." Contrary to a somewhat preva-
lent impression, there is nothing really credit-
able about such aj) undertaking, however it
turns out. The mariner who essays to cross the
Ati.uitic in a 16-foot dory doubtless imagines
that be is deserving of applause for the attempt
and will be a rightful heir of ir.'ory 1f he suc-
ceeds. The truth if» tliat be is courting s fool's

Had not the Atlantic Coast been visited In tin
mean time by two or three disturbances appar-
ently of a tropical origin, the seaboard might
have suffered «s the West has. These cyclones

have been trying to shipping and have made
much mischief on shore, especially with tele-
graph poles and wires, but they have not been
without their advantages.

Here in the East there was a scarcity of raiu

In November. Indeed, except in August, there
has been a slight deficiency for tbe last 6ix
months. A remarkable excess f^r a few days
in summer counterbalanced these accumulated
losses, at least (.n New-York City. Tbe local
shortage to-day is probably no greater than it
was last May. Press dispatches from tbe West,
however, show that otlier parts of the country
have been less fortunate. In Ohio nnd Illinois
tlie precipitation last month was smaller tbau
for many preceding years, amounting to scarce-
ly a fifth of au Inch in certain localities. It Is
now too late for crops to 6ufl'er In consequence
of a lack o! water, but tbe effect on municipal
reservoirs, nnllponds, railnad water ti>nks aiid
even the navigation of some of the tributaries
of the Oliiu should already be noticeable. The
states just mentioned nnd somo others have
noon dependent for their rainfall on tbe baro-
metric depressions which have come down the
lakes and St. Lawrence Valley during the last
few weeks, and th so storms have neeu excep-
tionally dry. one which took a moro southerly
route, last Friday nnd Saturday may have af-
forded a, little relief, but by no means as much
as is needed.

From tin* c-arly appc:irance of winter It is
not safe to draw conclusions about tbe tem-
perature of the next three or four months.
Whether or not there will be a repetition of
the severe experience ol a year ago cannot be
foretold easily. One can argue with equal pro-
priety in two different ways from the same
facts. On the one hand, it may be assumed
that, according to the great law of compensa-
tion, the winter of 1903-'O4 should i>e followed
Immediately by one of exceptional mildness.
On the other, it may be urged that some un-
usual Influence bus been at work continuously

for two <>r three years to produce abnormal
cold. For either opinion there is apparently

some ground. On tho whole, it is better not to
take anything for granted, but paiieutly to
uwait future developments.

A DRY, COLD A.XJTUMV.
The local weather bureau reports that tbe

temperature in tbis city lust month averaged

2^ degrees below the normal, and that tb«
deficiency in October was v little over 2 de-
grees. Tbe first three or four months of the
year Lore were mucb colder than usual, but
from the beginning of May until tbe close of
September temperature eccentricities of one
kind were offset by those of tho other. The
Bet change in the account during that period
was hardly perceptible. About two mouths ago,
however, the preponderance of cold again be-
came luarked. Under ordinary conditions there
is a fall of 10 degrees from the mean tem-
perature of November to that af December, or
JJ]~ degrees a week. Tbe statistics indicate,

therefore that in this vicinity—and probably in
the greater part of the Middle Atlantic States
and New-England— tbe season is only a few
days ahead of time. If tbe difference has
seemed greater, the erroneous supposition is
due, perna|>s, t<» tiie aggravating influence of
searching winds.

THE POSTOFFJCE.

Allcitizens wbo are anxious to see tbe New-
York Tostoflßce reformed and its service brought

up to tbe requirements of business have re.ison

to be pleased over the selection of William It.
Wiilcoz to be jiostmaKter. Mr. WOlcoX is a

young uian of ability,enerpry and iniependence.
As a lawyer bo has pained the confidence of per-
sons with large interests by his tact and capacity

to manage Important affairs. To tbe people of
this city be is bast known as the president of
tbe Department of Parks ir> the administration
of Mayor Low. In tbis office he made an ex-

cellent record, and great advance was seen
both In tbe care and improvement of Central
Park and In the development of new parks and
playgrounds In the congested districts of the
city. Mr. Willeox brought to bis work Industry,

enterprise and intelligence. He 6Otight the nd-
rfce of experts in putting the park* in the best
possible state, be enforced discipline and got for
the taxpayers more nearly than ever before tbe
worth of their mer.ey, and bo displayed the rare
official virtue of welcoming tbe critic who could
tell him of shortcomings Inhis department and
trying to correct them.

Tbeso are just the qualities needed In our
postofflcc, win.-', has fallen so much behind the
times. The no..- postmaster will have a heavy

ssak, bui be will likewise have great opportuni-
ties to win a reputation as an executive. He
will need to seek tbe suggestions of business
men tind the service inadequate to tbe de-
mands of modern commerce, and try in a spirit

of co-operation with tuem to key it up to their
requirements. He will also need to secure au

insight into iho political ramifications of his
office, and siand ready with perfect fearlessness
to chop off heads wherever be tinds bis Btaff be-
inp used for improper purposes. Then he will
need to look forward to the better equipment of
ills office, lie must plan for tbe larger use of
now inventions to facilitate tbe handling of
mail, for the better organization of bis force
:inrt for making tbe postotbee generally a really
efficient Instrument of the commerce of this city.

To do tbis be will require Intelligent nnd lib-
era! aid from Washington. For years New-York,
while being the largest revenue producer for tbe
postal gtrvice, has received scant consideration
from Congress and the department. There is
evidence of some change of spirit. Officials are
realizing tbe wisdom of adapting methods to

actual conditions here, and developing the scr-
rlce ss a private corporation would do. by mak-
ing whatever Investment is necessary to the
proper transaction of its business. Tradition
and red tape have stood in the way of an adc*-
quate service and of a large government in-
come which might be earned here if tiie gov-

ernment hud the enterprise to invite a local pat-
ronage which is now largely devoted to tele-
grapfa aiKJ messenger companies.

Mr. Willeox is jni open minded, farseeing
man, who, we aro confident, willdo his best to
make the New-York Postoffice what it should
be. H*» is entitled to, and doubtless will re-
cr-ivo, a more liberal and thoroughgoing support

for reforms and innovations than Congress or
the department has generally been inclined to
give to nny movement for tbe benefit of the
metropolis.

stolen. Tbe companies would have collected
the $(3,000,000 and secured contracts on their
own terms, and tlie menace of a Bnuddpai plant
would not trouble them mucb.
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TEE WEWB THIS UORSiy'G.

FOREIGN.— A truce of fix hours was ar-

rax^ed at Port Arthur to.enable each side to oury

He dead and remove the wounded from trie bat-

tle ground on the slopes of 2Utt-Metre Hill; tlv>
supreme prize court at St. Petersburg decided
the seizure cases of the Arabia and the Then in

the owners* favor. ===== The Kingof Italy eon-
ferr^d on J. P. Morgan th* grar.d cordon of tne
Order of Sts. Maurice and Lazarus in recogni-

tion of his return of th<» stolen AaooH cope.
-—-—

Many Americana are swindled by sellers of raise
raintinge in Parts.

DOMESTIC—It is said to be probable that the
United States may find it expedient to Intervene
in Ean Domingo and establish a stable gov-
ernment, as was done in Cuba.

-
\u25a0

—
President

Roosevelt announced his intention 10 appoint

WlUlun R. Willcox postmaster of New-York.
pjic the nomination will be sent to the Senate on
Tuesday. =--.—.

—
The election of Representative

James A. Hemenway as the successor of Mr.
Fairbanks in the Senate [a said to be practically
assured, oth-r candidates baring withdrawn.-

\u25a0

-
charges by Congressmen against letter

< arriers may result in a general overhauling of
-he rural free delivery service. ===== The State
l*?psrtment ill firmly rail the attention of

Venezuela to the delay in settling the asphalt
\u25a0 ontroversy. a:;d express Its dissatisfaction with
the state of afiairs in that country. : \u25a0\u25a0 Gov-
crnor-tlect William 1.. Douglas, at his home in

Brockton. Mats., announced that Lieutenant
General Nelson A. Ifiles (retired) had accepter

Cue appointment as adjutant general on Mr.
Douglas's staff.

—
Prince Fushirni, of Japan.

"\u25a0vac the gu*?t of Harvard University and the

Boston Chamber of Commerca. = The West-
era Miner?" Federation declared that its onsuc-
re6sful strike would be declared off when Adams
Tras inaugurated Governor.

~ Evidence of
ballot box stuffing was found in one Denver pre-
cinct. —\u25a0\u25a0 The armored cruiser Tennessee was
successfully launched at Pniladelphia.

ClTY.—Stock? were strong and active. '- —
It was learned that Mr?. Chadwick's effects
were all covered by a blanket chattel mortgage:

it was reported that the woman's son, Ernil. bad
& 57.f»00.<»00 bond. \u25a0

—
Flames destroyed more

than half the buildings In the village of West-
bury, Long Island, the loss being over $30,000.
r A gambler and a pugilist drew revolvers
InBroadway, but were prevented iron: shooting
«>arh other. ===== Governor Odell went to New

-
burg and Senator Depew to Washington. =====
An Irishman of herculean proportions ran riot
Inan elevated train and fought six men.

—-—
The father of a girl who committed suicide
learned of her death when he received the story
to put Into type in a newspaper office.

THE WEATHER.— Imitations for to-day:
Fair and continuing cold. The temperature yes-
terday: Highest, S2 degrees; lowest, -'7.

Among th« weddings of note which ur© set for
thia wotk is thai of Ulaa Edith, De-vereux i''Upp
en.iCount Uene dv Temple de Kougcntont, on Tues-
day afternoon, at 4 o'clock, In St. Francis Xavier
Church. In Sixteenth-st. The ceremony willbe per-
formed by Archbishop Farley, and will be followed
by a reception -i\.-n by Mm. M. Pevi-r^ux ». ai>p.
the mother of the bride, at her house. in Fifth-
ave.. where the -presents received by Miss Clapp
willhe shown to her friends to-morrow. The bride-
groom gava his fare IIbachelor dinner last night
at Ike St. K-,'i3. his quests including Alfred Q.
Vunderbiit. Ernest Is«lin. William K. Vanderbllt.
jr.. Wllll.nrn AVoodward. Drlncktrhnrr rhoinr, Uaaxj
Begara Wlnthrop. John Clinton Ofay, Jr.. and M.
D«s Pone de la Fosse, first secretary of the French
i:rnbaj«sy at Washington and a cousin of the I::\u25a0:-.•-
groom.

Only three weeks remain before Christmas, ami
eh"in'in»; in connection with the latter Occupies
much <•* the attention of society just .it prtXnl.
Imparttns an aspect •>! awn than orUirwry ln"« a:ul
animation to the avenue and to the tMhkMtt&tS
\u25a0bopping districts. A ftm Mil]linger at their coun-
try seats, where th»-y ate etttortatßtag week end
partita to-«iay. But must penile an? back in town,

and dances, dinners and theatre taxtles follow oiu

aaothrt In rapid auecaaatoa, while on tkrag nights
a week, the rri"tiiHh world '*> i"he found atisembltii
at th«: opera.

NEW- YORK SOCIETY.

Mr?. Hoyt. wife -' th« Solicitor General, gave a
dinner this evening for her debutante daughter.

Miss Elinor Jloyt.
The home of the Vice-President-elect and Mrs.

Fairbanks, which they have occupied throughout
their life In Washington, baa been redecorated
and refurnished, and Mrs. Fairbanks is ousy super-
Intending the final details. A.« president general of
the Daughters of the American Revolution Mrs.
Fairbanks is more than gratified that Memorial
C'oiitivental Hr:!I.DOW being built by the Daughw rs
of the Ann -an Revolution, will be practically
completed by April 19. whoa she will retire from
the presidency of the organization.

Major Charles I* MeCawtoy, I". S M. C. has
been elected president of the Bachelors' German.
1.1 succeed the late Jesse Brown. I'Yia other <.:U-
cersand members ofthe committee, which has been
reduced from eight to six, and will have active
charge of the three bails given each winter by the
social organisation, vie P. Lee Phillips, Captain J.
C. Gißraore. Jr.. l>. S. A.; Reginald Huttekoper.
John Van Ness, Philip ami G«%orjie Howard. Tba
Aral dance Of the season will be given on January
11 in the ballroom <\u25a0' the New taTUhurd.

Commander Wood Bp< i. < r. aid to trie Admiral of
til" Navy, and his family, apa. VJtablished i.-i their
i.ew home in M-st.

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.

fritOM hie TUKHI bcreat*. 1
Washington. Dec. 3

—
Th* home of the Secretary

of the Nav-y and Mr?. Morton will bo opened on
Thursday. December S. for a sale of Christmas
article*, under the auspices of the Washington Co*
operative Society, a philanthropic organisation made
up of well known women of Washington.

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Cromwell entertained nt

bridge whist to-r.irht. a company of additional
guests cominsr afterward to supper. Among the
pluy-rs were Attorney Genernl Moody, Mr. and
Mrs. D« Koven. Mr. and Mrs. Keen Mrs. Reyburn.

Mrs. Slater. Mrs. Alexander Legare, Miss Will-
iams. Mr. Wanters, of the Belgian Legation; Rep-
resentative, Gillet. Captain Stanton and Arthur
Poors. The later arrivals included Mr. and Mis.
McCltntOCk. Mr. and Mrs Horace WastCOtt, Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas T. Gait, Mr. and Mm Frar:k
Ellis, Mlsa Josephine Patten, Marshall I.aiiKhorn*.
Captain Gilmore, Lieutenant Bristol. Dr. Westray
and James Churchill, of »w-York. Mr. and Mrs.

Cromwell will grfe \u25a0 small tea to-morrow even-
in?, when their guests of honor will be the Sec-
retary Of the Navy and Mrs. Morton.

Mrs. Auf'.enrled fr:ivr \u25a0 luncheon to-d--y in compli-
ment to the Misses Hildretb anl Elizabeth Djn'i.

debutante daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Lanier Dunn.
Among the guests were Miss Hitchcock. Sefloi-lta
Azi z. daughter of the Mexican Ambassador, and
Miss Ri.lgely.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORP3-
tFHOM THE lUMin B' P."Al'.]

Washington. Dec. 3.—Sir Chentung Liang Cheng,

the Chinese Minister, rave a dinner at the legation
this evening, when his guests were Mr. and Mrs.
Lansing. Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Curtis. Mr. and Mrs.
H. B. F. MacFarland. Mr. and Mrs. P. I.Al'.en,

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Henderson, jr.. Mr. and Mrs.
McCa'.um. Mr. and Mrs. Yung Kwal and Mr. and
Mrs. F. P. Sargent. The Minister will give another
dinner on the 12th.

The Belgian Minister and Baroness Moncheur
gave an Informal dinner this evening. A small
company came later for bridge whist.

The French Ambassador has returned from Char-

lottesville. Va., where he made an address before
the Uni\ersity of Virginia.

x The German Ambassador has gone to New-York
for a short visit

Count Sala. cf the French Embassy, has returned
to his post, accompanied by h!s mother. Countess
Sala. who willbe his guest.

R


