
Measure in Line with the President's Views
Introduced.

\u25a0U'.-:S' :r;cT<ir;, Dec IS Repre—ntsthre Str-enerHon.
cf Utau esota. ir.troducf-d \u25a0 bill In the House to-
flay to amend the Interstate Commerce act. It
provides that on the plaint of any shipper that. \u25a0

•
irea, charges or classifications made by a

common carrier are unreasonable, the commission
fJ.r.H forward such eorr.plaint to the carrier, who
thai; be called on to satisfy the complaint or an-
twr !n writing. I '••\u25a0-:\u25a0... is made for a hearing,

i?A authority is given to ih> commission to re-
r. • , ittendauce of witnesses and '.lie pro-
tacUon of books and iiajiers relating to the. sub-
|tet under Investigation.
Ifth* < ommls^on finds the rates. Cares, charges

or dasslflcatioßS complained of unequal and un-
reasonable. II shall v •\u25a0\u25a0 wherein they are unequal

\u25a0 ..y<. ;:2bie and shall make a tariff which
i=i -iHbe eubstltated for thai of the railroad, and
k': bH be taken In :i'l •!)<\u25a0 courts of the United States
m j-ria-.a fade •--.;J*-ti<-*; that the tariff of rat*-H,
Csres, chargei and classifications »*•> made is equal

sonahle, and '.<-h tariff so made sh:ill be
Is fuli force ;ind effeci daring the pendency of any
\u25a0ppeal t!..it noay i.c taken to the court*. Should a
cqbuuuu earrter iiog;e<:or refuse, after the tim«
for ''?:• :! has 'Vpn'-ii. to .-irloj.f such tariff so
: • commissJoa, the latter shall publish
•st* tariffs af it has declared

•• he equal .-md
r'^ason ,!.',. and thereafter ii shall be unlawful for
fj*ncommon carrier to mak. a higher or law*"
*m*. •.\u25a0.i:?^.- <.r claasiflcatfon.

«\u25a0« bill provides for an ;ij'i»:ilfrom the fli»J fe°- tiu- commjssion as to t\w sonableneas 'if
W rz:> to tli(

-
circuit Court* 01 the I'nlted

nta, which may reverse <t modify the order ap-
22~*from, the modified order to -T.n.i as a sub-
{. v̂;<- for the original ord«-r of 'he --nmrnlFFlon.l>n^a t|;.- court Is of opinion thai manifest JusticeSW**1 i: \u25a0 stay ol 1nforcement of the oonunis-ce'j!js order ;j.tiy be made iending appeal.

A RAIIROAD RATE BILL.

Borough President Littleton spoke to tho
to • "<>ur Adopted Stat<

Araos Parker Wild r vras the Inst speaker. r»-
spocding to

•
t me's »>. C . • .1... \u25a0

Tho menu waa as f l!< wa

n. ea T irth
- . •:;Madeira.

Houaa
I:... . :•

1''-'•\u25a0\u25a0 -
r*n-"m Puiinaa.?a

•
!!« of Slut1 \
F» Us d'Artl i.1ru SUkado' '

Imii-'r'al Drat.•
• .

•,-.n;. with Wa.t«rvnaa«a
' • ' . *k

: I i'jraraUU.
U .

Bishop Potter, who follow**! Senster Krot.
n .-.• <i to hta early days i:-. Pennsylvania wha
be was rector .>f ch-i.nt Charch. at Greenborc

Senator :;:...x's borne. Ho sai.i thrtt tiv>
1

"
\u25a0

- " '
:•r w:isi. the .:;;»a::*ion »f

t State
- • r.'u-iity it was impos4:-

1.1" i" f1!. Into ... : . the i!c-velopn:er.t
of States without the ••.-•!• ation of a onion
of States, he declared. Whatever coed n n
come to ::•> 1 itI>n musi come •'

1 .<:^h rhe *\u0084.:.
era tlon of States, a consistent developing \u25a0

each State. lie was glad r!tat citizens erery-
where ginning to waken to rhis natleu I
lif--. Pennsylvania was :i notable «-xarnple of
this f.-. lir.-. reooenhilng ilie- dlgntty and powrr
of t:s people; n< •-• citizens of a Btat .
l".:t us n part <>t the nation.

General Stewart responded to thf r.^<t "War
in i- nnsylvanla." }i- told ..f th- many b?rtUi

•In Pennsyrran '
: \u25a0 the CrvQ War.

.: 1 r>: i:<;.;!y famous generals who hnd com-
; on those 6eld& -\Vh.r.-ve:- a defiant

'.!\u25a0 thallenged ••!.! Glory tn t-irUer rr'
\u25a0

-
U.!.

"
the na ( P-:-r;^yiva:.:a

••'
\u25a0 •••.:ity, from Ma.! Antheoj" Wayre

Tl> the
' • •. kl: -. In the faraway Phlllp-

..!-.;\u25a0 own T.:.t'.» Pennsylvania »as
th' 01 . •

-it fr.»n any ..f the thirteen
01 itInal States."

T'llshp,! bjr v Pennsylranla B*nat( r. |. st th^ pr->-
j.«"--. il Imiir..v<m.!i: >\u25a0: t!i. Su?qurhanna iTtrrtt :•>\u2666

uitli th- coeinwrce <>t tii \u25a0 Delavare. ti> t.;.- CCM>
strurtton of th" «-.« ti;«Iwhich «tll Join th-- Ai-
laclic iii the Pacific On \u25a0\u25a0•• fur Oe benefit. u;oa
» on-11 terms, of the \u25a0• nutei •\u25a0 of tii>- world.

Likewise, there is an tanneaaorabta iiinVrerv*
between New-lork*i futile attempl to Out to on*
person i!;. rxrlusivc rirhl t., naTlsate her water
highways. iu:i» th.- perfect i: \u25a0•'.<• \u25a0.':•'. -nnr-dity <•?
rur'it now enjoyed by all -ii»-ri al! the Msnwaya ot
comirerce fullyI'lSLir^"!and guaranteed by tat l.:w.

It is «--vi<ltr:t th;st th*- Am r:-:in p»>>p'.e now aa-
proii.-h ,"n-.ii questions not "r.lv with \u25a0
breadth of view, but n better temper— rhat Is. Wlt:»
nn>r»- tolerance for the other r""*n of view. Dirt**
culiHs that were formerly thought to be un3olvat>L»
are now solved.

The arbitrator is noa. to a larse • xrenr. dotnc
the work of the bSadgeoa .in«l the lockout, ar.d.
i\u25a0 (withstanding *me vV. 1 ..- and powerfol :i?"n-
cii 3 workrng t.> fni-our.isr'- r:.-:.-s drrMOM nmonj?
the people. Ibelieve th-r- Is more troa dwaocawtaj
cf fei iiiii? ond action bow than at n:iy ume in w?
history.

PRAISES PRESIDENT ROOSETEKA
" '"

In tb.i.s Pennnylvanta presence 1 am encouraged '\u25a0%
-: y thai Ibelieve the present Pi -«: hnt of th»»
l.'nited States lands, and]stands tirrnly. tot ail th;is
Is m 1king for «i>o<l !i t>ur national Ufe In alm^sc
t!.>- !:r«t conversation I bad wtth him after as»um-
Ire his .aT:.»-. be saidk ""I would ;\u25a0•\u25a0-\u25a0• a whol»
President, ta ihe nbm of betesj ><i serrlea to m-
country, for three >e;irs. than half a President for*
seven years." it a n barbtaget of national gxxl
that he manifestly nu-.ms ti> be the President of k
v.ii.!,\u25a0 people, r.oi of half th<- people, or tue peupl»»
of any particular r:>. \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-. creed 01 class
I • bfen t<> any ext*t!t helpful In the n<Jrr.!a«

Istration <-i public btts«tn««a upon i».lk-:^.-> that havd
bten .-•.. vei nri 1 luitnglybtdoned by the people, and• -;\u25a0«\u25a0\u25a0;.•;\u25a0. by lh< proplc \u0084: Pennsylvania, satistie*

-.'\u25a0>'. umbitton, and to bavi <: .«, rve-1 «yen %
d \ r rh.- approval ><v: ha' \u25a0\u25a0

-
•'••r>uiiy ac-

conlfd '\u25a0• :::•
<:\in thl \u25a0

• i far '-.icteda my
d nnpuir< expectation.

Mr F'r. sl.I. >;t. 1.:
'

\u25a0r.r!<"m«Ti C: to .!\u25a0\u25a0•
• ;>t !..•\u25a0 \u25a0!::\u25a0\u25a0 r- think? Agata l"X

1,.- revert to n;v appreciation ..; ?:-..\u25a0 h<.r.or »\u25a0 1
have done i»..-. and t»i . thai fh« wetfara• I Pennsylvania will «v< m liv m; ass

•\u25a0 \u25a0
\u25a0 \u25a0 . •

,]i\ .-\u25a0-•>,\u25a0 iti
\u25a0
• It was said I'!. •> .

man. the Scotch-Irfa«h man ;in«J r'.- V:.;ik'e ra«n.
attrition \u25a0

•
\u25a0\u25a0•:\u25a0 \u25a0•\. have. In mighty" \u25a0

tl •\u25a0?.. -Xi.\u25a0<. u» , rll n
rhurvhes and in freedom ol \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

-
>-v- r ,• :\u25a0\u25a0 |

i!-..'--; highly ci\.!,z.,) \u0084 . .. v.,. gr.,. .,>r.,^
monwraliti of Penasylv, •.. May >!:t endure for-ever.

FIGHT WORK AT P. B. R. TEHMINAL.

Property Owners Get Injunction Against tka
Building of a Trestle Read.

\v w N!'.. > counsel foa ,ropmy -era ta
West TMrty-s. \u25a0\u25a0 «r<i-ft . betweei n Qi ,-sr.d Tenth
»\e*.. secured .1 :•n'.;.«)rcry lajttnctloa TMUKtiir

•!•\u25a0 New-York Constructtoa <V.x;Mr.>.
of which .loiiu J. Murpajr, .4-...;. r of rhe Tara-
jt;.-iiy !•\u25a0• : r. and Aldcmmzi Gaffney, .re owrers.
from ertctlnx a tre*;l*road fr-.m thf bJ? terminal
ol thi- Pemwylvaski Railroad !i> th.- V .rth River.
Th< !••-•• road la to he ».<iiit to c.trry BBS dl«
from :n- htk; :,.•••\u25a0 I- ihe p \u25a0 1 •. -

\u0084w» at th»
T!.!rty-.-... • . • . rth Ki\-;r

\u25a0•• \u25a0•' Hoa to n . \u25a0 :.-..j;::-i tion p«r-
»-.. r..m v.i.i I ••: . : Friday. Counsel for ta«
construction cum anj

I P ' . '
our- t'i! the four

•Urn. ard \V«>; Tl.iny-seconU-^t.' \u25a0!«•-\u25a0 d :-\ lav rrooi B«v«ntli m Nmrh uve*. Th»!vnnsy.\a:i» Railroad il w.i.-,. ..r *illulttmat. ly
»•*!!, t''.ri'':^h •-.•

' . :-:«js. til tii»• \u25a0» N;v..,n T.Mt'iavr. nn.l the Xirth River
The . •. •: > . •.- t.: th;« met.on »v.n \u0084>.i •>.«
north s.,. of t:..

• •\u25a0; if -.i.y succoetl to• -
\u25a0 .:->:i :o pn ... r >:: «.onauarv

te:rai iron
•\u25a0 lh# ? ..r:h River

"\u25a0
'

\u25a0

'
\u25a0
' lai th« t»o block* in.-• .!> m^lit uatl! the work- • &lon2U WIU WvIUM "H» *°^ "»*«^

Company Formed to Checkmate Plans of
Prussian Government.

Berlin. Dec. 12—a limited liability company.
named the Hern*, waa organized hers to-day with
a capital of S».OM^OOOi, for the purpose ..f check-
mating the PruH^ian government in K.ttlni? control
of the Hlbernia Coal Mining Company. The orcan-
izerß .'.' the new company an- the Rnenisa-Wsst-
pi!nl!«n coal syndicate, the Deutscna Baok, th \u25a0

Dtseonto-Oestllscbaft, the Ueriiner Hand*!s-Ge-
sellsrnaft, the Darmstadt** Baas sad lbs Bleica-
rod>i Bank. Tin- «.oiicern v a nekttng company,
modelled Htter the Northerr Stcurlttes Cominny,
and In iine w departure In German company nnau-
clerlng. The plan ofi>eratii>iis i? to acgulre all tbc
Hlbernia stocfc not in lf. |lrtll,j of ihe government
and to issue bonds against th* same.

POPE RECEIVES AMERICAN PILGRIMS.
|t«m« Der. U-—Th,. AHi*!!,-i,, ; \u25a01,,-rii! \u25a0.. .:• l*d l>y

the R'.^-r.t H«v. Charts* E. McDonnell, Bluhup of
Urooklro, N. V.. was received thli roos.itei uy ib«
Pope in the t'lf-m-itine Hm'l .if th« Vatican. "\u25a0-"' '••
M\u25a0•i»ovi-.- .1 vriasais* .. u 1o-.rft i-.lin
•MonslKlior J..»m 1. Hu.reu. the' bishoys sectary.
erMsuteJ to him |»,ow O;Fet«r« i'oiic^

ST. MARK'S CRUMBLING

Immediate Repairs Needed on the Entire
Basilica at Venice.

Venice, Dec. 12.— Manfr*dl and Marangonl. the
engineers who have had the care of the basilica of
St. Murk's since the fall of the Campanile, have
presented their official report. It sets forth that
the condition of the basilica is most alarming. The
vrhole building shows weakness. The foiimintlor.a
ar» bending and crackir.K. the wall* are jinking
and the cel!!ng9 of two of the vaults threaten togive way. If they mil It may cause mn«t of thebuslllc to give way The engineers recommendthe Immediate erection of sea (folding an.l \u25a0 thor-orgh restoration of the whole building.

FIGHT FOR HIBERNIA COAL COMPANY.

MOVEMENTS OF THE BALTIC FLEET.
Suda Bay. Crete. Dec. 12—The Russian cruis-

ers Oleg and Dnieper, the latter formerly the
St. Petersburg, and the destroyer Grozny arrived
here last nieht.

Cape Town. Dec. 12 —The Russian hospital
ship nrel arrived here to-day to take on supplies.
Two large Russian warships passed Cape Pointearly this morning.

RUSSIA DENIES MOVE IN PERSIA.
St. Petersburg. Dec. 12.— The report that Rus-

sia has Bent a new expedition to southern lv-rsia
la denied.

More Skirmishes — Japanese Pre-
pared for Winter.

Toklo, Dec. 12.
—

A dispatch from the head-
quarters of the Japanese army in Manchuria
says:

At 2 In the morning of December 11 a body
of the enemy's Infantry attacked Pel-Tal-Tsu,
but at dawn -was completely repulsed north-
ward.

In the afternoon of December 11 the enemy's
artillery, holding a position west of Manpao
Mountain, opened a cannonade against Yao-tum
and Tang-chia-pac-tsu, and tho enemy's artil-
lery posted west of Da Mountain shelled Pu-
Tsao-Wa. Neither ca\:«ed damage. Bfama-
Chelh on the right hank of the Hun River was
attacked by the enemy's cavalry. The Russlnns
were driven westward, losing a number of men.
The Japanese sustained no casualties.

General Oku's Headquarters, Dec. 11.
—

Th«
Russians along the front of General Oku's army
are continuing an artillery and rifle fire day and
night. The Japanese are not replying. A Rus-
sians move southward Is not anticipated Immedi-
ately. The Russian plan for a winter cam-
paign hn« not developed.

Last night the thermometer reached 7
degrees below zero, which la unusually cold for
December.

The Japanese preparations for the winter are
practically complete.

Pt. Petersburg, Dec 12—The general staff has
no Information to confirm the reports of a Jap-
anese advance below Moukden. According to the
official reports no fighting on a largo scale Is
going on or ts Imminent.

Moukden. Dec. 12— On Friday nfpht the Jap-
anese several times attacked the trenches of the
Russian right, but In each case they were re-
pulsed.

TO FIX LIMITS TO USE OF MINES.
Rome. Dec. 12.—1n the Chamber of Deputies 10-

day Slgmr Santlni asked the Foreign Minister,
Slgnor Ttttonl. about the advisability of Italy pr
posing an International conference to r^gulatf th«
i'se of mines and submarfno weapons in warfare
Slgnor Tlttonl pledged bfanself to have the matter
comprised in the programme of the conference
celled by President Roosevelt.

ARMIES XOT IX ACTION.

/ Christmas Gift Par Excellence :
THE WEBER SMALL GRAND

iSir.alW even thar. the Bab* Grand )

FOR YEARS « constant goal before piano manufacturers hi* bees th? production of a small
Grand piano which would have the ill11MM1ism tone quality of* the Gnrd 'out which
would not occupy materially greater space them inUpright.
Many manufacturers have attempted to solve the problem,—Mm- have given i* up as in

impossibility, while others have admitted in their announcem-^t"; tha; rhey ivtre unable to
accomplish satisfactory results below a certain point.

Tie Weber Small Grand, however, is an absolute rea!iz.i:ion of" this ideal. In view
of the accomplished tact as presented in this instrument, the Butter is no lorgrr cne tor theory
or speculation. The Weber Small Cirand itbert, i: is en exhibition far the cririci! examina-
tion of the musical world, and i- is adrr.irted to be a thorough success from every possible poial
of view. Its length measures exactly fivefeet fwr inches.

Capital's Papers Openlii Voice De-

mand for Parliament.
St. Petersburg, Dec. 12—Another slight stu-

dent affair took place at the Palace Bridge this

afternoon. The students were crossing the bridge

In a body, and the police, thinking they contem-
plated a renewal of yesterday's demonstration,
first sought to Interfere, but. when convinced
that there would be no trouble, allowed the
etudents to proceed.

The papers print only a brief official account
of the demonstration In front of the Kazan
Cathedral. Nevertheless, they are full of arti-
cles breathing demands for reforms, "the "Rubs"
especially declaring that there can be no re-
treat and openly advocating a parliamentary
system In which the upper house shall consist
of members of the Senate, the Council of I

Empire and the Council of Ministers, and the
lower house of elected representatives of the

zemstvos.

Proclamations have been issued calling for a
demonstration outside the Law Courts to-mor-
row at the opening of the trial of Sasoneff. the
assassin of M.Plehve. The demonstrators have

been Instructed to come armed.
Stembok Fermor, the only zemstvo president

who refused to sism the reform memorial, has
resigned because of th« criticism of his col-
leagues.

It Is now said that the Grand Duke Serglus

has abandoned his Intention of resigning the
post of Governor General of Moscow, and that

he Is yielding to the opinion of the Emperor re-
garding the Minister of the Interior.

Moscow, Dec. 12.—The students assembled
to-day In front of the residence of Professor
Timirlaseff and cheered him for his article en-
titled "Academic Freedom." The students then

marched in procession through the principal

streets, singing the -Marseillaise. 1 The police

did not interfere.
The Prefect of Police has forbidden the police

to expel forcibly Jew merchants who are not en-

titled to come to Moscow.
Riga, Dec. 12.—Inflammatory proclamations

were distributed yesterday to the congregations

leaving the churches. The culprits were arrest-
ed. >Jo disturbances occurred.

Ekoterlnoslav. Dec. 12
—

A gTOup of workmen

entered the Town Hall to-day at :i session of

the Municipal Council, and attempted to ad-

dress the councillors on the present condition
of the country and the alms of the working

classes. Much excitement followed, end the
president adjourned the meeting, but the spokes-

man of the group continued, his words being

cheered by his comrades. A number of arresta

were made.

AGITATIOX SPRE.4 DISG.

CZAR'S HULK MENACED.

Ei« President's Proposals Helpful Rather
Than Injurious.

To lha Editor of Th* Tribute.
Hanlpnlatora of railroad securities have

M*n trying hard to persuade Wall Street specu-'
f'rs and with jomt success, that the Pre»i-

fitnfs recommendation In bis Message to Con-
fess cencernhuc an Increase i!: the powers of

Interstate Commerce Commission la exceed-
•^lyradical and v.ill r.-^uK in great damage to

tUroad lntc-r.?st.-;. IT the speculative public
•*«not so leno::ir.t of trafMo i.;atters, It would-

fookd by this kinu of taik. As a matter
t fact, ihe V..-.J- ujjsiratorp who laid BO much

•ir^es en the words of y.r. Roosevelt know littlo
'"•ore cf truffle affairs than the people they• but it ho happened that the President**
il»spa fi., acd the vlcfons attack of the frenzied
Oaacefer of Boston CftOM at a time when the
ss'wk Biarfcef was in a topbeavy condition, and

the besr lean iIwas able to mako most ef-
•etlva u*e of the President's congestions.
,: As Ii well known arnonß students of the pro-
r-osed lepisJation, ih«- railroads have {ought tooth*

T'4 nail agaiufct Increaslnc the supervision of« government, is exercised through the In-*•*«*•Commerce Commission, and have op-
*-osed over* bttl which bas been introduced in'*

tlonal legislature hating for its object the
Milm)KI,:be called, of the powers

\u25a0» the Interstate Commerce Commission which
\u25a0• *as Mpposei to possess under the act to«•««- commerce, passed in 1887.

ha«r
ra-'rr°adB

-
as a whoUe. naturally object to

<ier-ee l^!'r <: \u25a0tjrn;< v- Powers restricted in any
—

••«\u25a0 Tut*« powers are far greater than the

RAILWAYS AND THEIR RATES.

Debt Created by Fraud Cannot Be Dis-
chprped by Bankruptcy Proceedings.

Washington. Dec. That no debt created by

fraud may »«• discharged by proceedings in bank-
nvley was decided to-4iiy In til© exse o: Si -;. .-..\u25a0

OTHER SUPREME COURT DECISIONS.

Bill to Carry Out President's Sug-

gestions Introduced iv House.

Washington. Dec. 12.
—

Representative Morrell.
of Pennsylvania, with a view to earning out
the suggestion made by the President In I'«
message to Congress concerning the subjection

of th*.Insurance business of the country to fed-
eral supervision, to-day introduced a bill cover-
ing the question. The bill defines the business

of Insurance and specifies the differont branches
of it, as life, fire, marine, fidelity, guarantee and
title insurance, reinsurance, etc. It then pro-
vides thai on or before January" 1. ISW», the
Secretary of Commerce and I-abor shall appoint

a Superintendent of Insurance, to be subordinate
to the Commissioner of Corporations, and that
the superintendent shall make and enforce all
necessary and proper rules for the ragnlation of
the buslnesr of insurance in all its branches
whenever such business involves Interstate or
foreign transactions. It requires the Attorney

Genera! to advise and assist the Superintendent
of Insurance in framing and enforcing such
rules. Whenever a penalty is necessary for the
enforcement of a rule it provides that the pen-
alty shall be prescribed only by Congress. Pro-
vision Is made for a report on January 1of each
year on the operations of Insurance companies

for the preceding twelve months, the companies
falling to make such reports to be disqualified

to transact business in any State or Territory,

except that In which the principal office of the
offending company Is located, and. ifsuch com-
pany has no principal office in the United Htatea,
it is to be debarred from use of the malls

The bill further provides that all persons,
firms or corporations, foreign or domestic, shall
file with the Superintendent of Insurance annual
reports of their buslneus, and that all such per-
sons or concerns as may be engaged Ininterstate
or foreign business sholl also file a duly authen-
tl< ated certificate of their right to carry on busi-
ness in the State or country of their domicile.
Penalties are prescribed for violations of these
requirements. The Superintendent of Insurance
ir- required to report annually to the Secretary
of Commerce and Labor. a.nd the latter is re-
quired to annex such reports to his own annual
report.

INSURANCE SITPER VISIOX.

average man Imagines. The common -arriCTs
In this country are permitted under the ;HW; HW to
charge practically any rate they please for th«
transportation ot freight, and when It is re-
membered that the cost of practically every
commodity dealt in mupt necessarily be baaed
to a large extent on the rate of freight which
the commodity must pay to he transported from
the source of production to the markets, it
can 1m? readily seen how Important and indeed,
vital the question of freight ratos is to the en-
tire business of the country. What Is termed
the tninsportsition tax-that Is. railroad
earnings from freights—ln lflu'S amounted to11,338.020.006. while the total receipts of the
government in the same year footed up $694,-
121.11\ so It willbe seen that the receipts of
the rai'.ronds from freight transportation are
more than twhe as much as the entire revenue
of the govemmet.t. and vet the people, from
"horn the railroads received their Incalculably
valuable charters and privileges, have practical-
ly nothing to s,iy about the amount of the "tax"
they are called upon to pny.

The only recourse they have under the act to
regulate commerce l8l8 that when a shipper
feelp that the rate of freight which he Is charge!
by his railroad Is exorbitant or unjust, he can
appeal to the Interstate Commerce Commission.
:in.J after the commission has held a henring on
the .ape it has power to do nothing more
fhan to express the opinion that the rate com-
plained of is unfair. IfIt so finds, and to order
Itchanged. Ifthe railroad refusea to make any
change, the only course left for the commission
is to submit its ruling to a Circuit Court of the
'nited States, and hitherto it has taken an

average of from five to seven years before a de-
cision was handed down; and in the interval
there is nothing to prevent the railroad from
keeping In force the unjust rate, end the ship-
per la fore.d to pay it.

A careful reading of the President's recom-
mendations on the subject will disclose that
there is nothing radical in his ideas; that the
legislation he indorses provides simply that
when the commission, after a full hearing, has
found a rate to be unjust, it may have power
to put a rate it consider* fair into effect Im-
mediately, while the railroad has the privilege
of contesting the decision in the courts. Instead
of the shipper. One objection to th<- proposed
legislation brought forth by the railroad Inter-
ests is that if the court should find that the
rate put into effect by the commission waa un-
just, it would be practically impossible to re-
cover the loss sustained by the carrier while the
rate obtained. The shipper ot present is in
that position. As a matter of fact, there have
been few or practically no cases in which a
complali ii.g shipper has attempted to recover
losses sustained by an unfair railroad rate, and.
as the advocates of the proposed legislation
point out. provision is made in the measure for
Th» speediest heftring in the courts of all cases
involving traffic matters, so that, even assuming
thnt the commission should rlx an unjust rate
'which is unlikely) the loss sustained by the
rallrond would be small. Meantime, its Interest
would be to expedite, not as at present to delay,
the litigation.
It may be said without hesitation that if the

President's recommendations are enacted Into
law they will be of benefit rather than a detri-
ment to railroad interests. It Is a matter of
record, and some conservative and broadmlnded
rallrond men themselves point out. that *he rail-
roads were prosperous for the ten yeara after
the act to regulrte commerce was passed and
while the supposed Dower of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission to correct rates was undis-
puted. Conservative railroad men also acknowl-
edge that if some such legislation as Ifproposed
by Mr. Roosevelt is not enacted, much more
radical legislation will be pressed; that the so-
cialistic idea of governmental ownership will
gain wide currency and that chaos mny result.
Possibly, only perpons who are In close touch
with the feellna- in the w«>«t ™aim. th» d»nB»rB »r

that confronts the country. Complaints from
all that part of the Union against the railroads,
alleging discrimination. unfair rates, unjust
charges for car service at torminals, exas-
perating and inexcusable delays In the settle-

ment of claims, etc.. are of the bitterest charac-

ter. There are upward of five hundred thou-
sand intelligent and influential business men
banded together in this movement to regulate
freight rates throusrhout the country, and this
movement in the last six months has gained an
Impetus which has been reflected finally In the
President's recommendations to Congress. The
alleged fear expressed by railroad interests that
the commission will attempt to fixrates for the
entire country is without foundation. Chair-
rran Knapp has gone on record as saying that
this would be impracticable, Ifnot absolutely
impossible. Even in Texas, where the State
commission exercises more power than any other
commission established by State laws, the rates

arc made originally by the railroads. In fact,

all that advocates of this legislation ask le that

the railroads be placed under governmental su-
pervision similar to that of the national banks.
The bank?, have- prospered under such super-
vision, and there Is no reason to believe that
the railroads would suffer In any possible way;
indeed, it ;£;

£ my belief that the result would be
highly ben ,ficial to stockholders. T. M.

New-Yo.k, Dec. 11. 1!H»4.

NICKEL COMPANY CORRECTS ERROR.

In view of the continuous efforts of nn anonymous

advertiser to impress on the public the desirability
of Investing in the stock or th»- American Kicks]
Company. and ns tnosc efforts have flooded the
offices of the International Nickel Company with
Inquiries as to the Status of the company, thus
indicating a confusion on the part of the public
as to the character of th* enterprise* that is no'.nic
exploited, the management of the International
Nickel Company has com" to the conclusion that
ItIs expedient to answ.-r them* Inquiries by \u25a0 public

announcement. The company, therefore, mad.- a defi-
nite official statement yesterday that the American
Nickel Company, whose stock In helng perslstentl)
advertised In daily papers tOT sale under the head
of "American Nickel Stock." has no connection
with the Interniti..nnl Nirkel Company or with
any of its constituent >im/>nnies. Confusion seems
to have arlHen from a similarity In names, one
of the constituent compsnl*' B brln£ the American
Nickel Works, of Cnmden. N *\u25a0 Th» entire capi-
tal Mtock >t tint corporation !\u25a0* "«-n«i l>.\ tiie
International company and Is not for salt-, nor 1.04
wiy of Vat stoclt fever MM»ol\i

°*°"*«o ivraa'.e.

Maryland Police and Detectives Capture a
Number of Alleged Criminals.

Baltimore, Dec. 12—After a "still hunt" which
\u25a0tra* continued all night by Marshal Farnan. Deputy
Marshal Manning and Captain of Detectives Pum-
phrey. of th* local department, assisted by police

officials from the counties and Baltimore detectives,

a man. who gave his name as Edward Morgan.
twenty-four years old. und his rife Maud, about
twenty-two years old, were arrested to-<lny in con-
nection with the bank robberies in I.i F'.a'a.
Charles County, and Mount Airy, Carroll County,
Maryland.

Including Mrs. Morgan, who Is held In the cen-
tral police station, there are to-night, in all. twen-
ty-five persons in custody here on charges of being
Implicated in bank and ;«>atotllc»- robberies at points
In Muryland. Delaware, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
West Virginia and North and South Carolina.

The authorities are apparently forging a cheln of
evidence against several of the men, and expect to
prove that they have raptured a gran* of rafe blow-
ers notorious in all pnrts of the country. The. man
who gave his name .is John Smith, when arrested
last Thursday, was. the police mv, positively Iden-
tified to-dny as

'
Frisco Slim." tor whom It is said

the police authorities in several cities arc "ii the
lo(jko«t

THINKTHEY HAVE GANG OF ROBBERS.

Charges were made yesterday that most of the
skating records established last year by Morris
Woods were made over short courses. Offl-ials of
the National Amateur Skating Association called
a special meeting to consider the charges. Woods
Ha!d last night that he was responsible only for
the skating, not for measurement.

POSTOFFICE ROBBERS CAUGHT.
D«a Molncs. lowa, Dec. 12.- Robbers entered the

pos*ofllre at Heinbeck, lowa, early to-day, and got
away with J2.i>"X), though an exchange of shots took
place1 between a potss of citizens and the. robbers.
The posse pursued the robbers upon a handcar for
six miles, and after a number of shots had been
fired one of the robbers surrendered, and $1,300 was
recovered from him. He gave his name us James
Honeh. and claimed to be a railroad man. Another
one of the robbers was captured at Beeman. two

rnllfH further on, by the town marshal. AH trace
of the third robber has been iost.

Charge That Records Were Made Over Shor*
Courses.

WOODS'S SKATING TIME ASSAILED.

One of our friends 1? in Jail s»nd we require $353
to get him fre». You have got to glv» us th«
money. If you don't, we will blow you and your
fhou to pieces. Some day a hoi- w'.n cn'.l on you
ntui you give him the money.

THE BLACK FINGER.

This one came a week later:
Mr. Favata.
Iguess you would rather get blown to h

than give up $350, so look out for a big explosion.
You are doomed, you stingy dog. Leave the money
on the door step to-night and live.

THE BLACK FINGER.

Favata left no money on the door step. Sunday
evening, after a hard day's work, according to his
story, he vran in his small sitting room when some-
body knockrd at the door and walked into his
r<~om. It was Del Glorno.

•Isn"t it about time you gave up that money?"
Del Criorno Ir alleged to have aeked.

"Oh. you're tho "Black Finger1?" remarked
Favata, with a gleam of amusemont in his face.
••Well, here's all you'll get," he added, as he
thrust a revolver under Del Oiorno's nose.

The boy was so frightened, Favata said, that
he fell backward and down stairs and hurt him-
self so badly that he was unconscious when Kavata
reached him. Favata left him lying there and went
to the Elirabeth-st. station.
Incourt Del Giorno said he knew nothing of the

letter* but merely had gone to the gnllery to have
his picture taken.

Luigi Favata, a photographer, of 71 Mulberry-
st., was the complainant H© frhowed two letters
h« had received. On» read as follows:
Mr. Fa vata.

Italian Boy of Eighteen Accused of Black-
mail by Photographer.

Benedetto del Glorno, of No. (VI Mott-Bt., was
aoooacd in the Tombs court yesterday of trying,
In the name of "The Black Fingwr," to obtain
rr.oney by blackmail. Ho was held in $WX) ball.
He is elghtoen sears old.

"BLACK FINGER" ASKS FOR $350.

Four Killed in Yellow and Black Affray nt
Rand Mme

—
Many Wounded.

Johannesburg, Dec. 12.—A fatal fight between
Chinese nnd Kaffirs occurred at the Wltwaters
Rand mine on Sunday. The Chinese took the, of-
fensive, and when the disturbance was quelled it
was found that .three Kaffirs and one Chinaman
had been killed, and that eight Kaffirs and twenty-
five Chinese were wounded.

CHINESE AND KAFFIRS FIGHT.

No Fears Caused by Mr, "Roosevelt's Refer-
ence to the Monroe Doctrine.

Lima, Dec. 12.—Th* "•Comercio," In an editorial
to-day, paid to have been inspired by President
Pardo. commenting on President Roosevelt's recent
message to Congress, says:

The' nations of our continent which do not aspire
to live by robbing their neighbors «nd to settlepolitical problems with cannon have no reason to
trouble 'themselves about the new phase of the
Monroe Doctrine expounds by President Roose-
velt. The recent international history of America
does nut warrant fears that the United States
dreams of conquest. For more than twenty years
P«rru has been suffering from the tyranny of apowerful neighbor, and she cannot object to thenew moral force ns a. defender of Justice and right.
Pnrt of the Argentine i>re«p has rnlscd a eensa-
tional outcry for an appeal to the Central and
South American countries. Peru Is shut out of the.
enjoyment of fraternal consideration in the protec-
tion of sister republics, and cannot respond to the
cull.

Dynamite Plant Near Baltimore Blows Up
for Third Time.

fBY TELEGRAPH TO THF TMBINE.I
Baltimore, Dec. 12 —The dynamite plant and mix-

Ing house of the Rockdale Powder Works, in Bal-
timore county, blew up to-day. Emanuel Anstlne,
an employe, was seriously Ir.Jured.

The Methodist Church at Hoffmanvllle. three-
quarters of a mll# from the powder works, was
moved se\-en inches by the explosion, and nil th©
Klaßs In the windows broken. Every buildingwithin
n. radiuM of five miles of the powder works wasshaken, and people ran from their homes, fenring
it was an earthquake.

This is the third explosion at the works since they
have been in operation. The cause is not known.

MESSAGE WELCOMED IN PERU.

8. Bullis asainst Jame« R. O'n*>irn<» on behalf of
the Central Trust Company and others. The onse
has been pending in the State of New-York for
some time, and involved a transaction of about
$350,000. which Bullia was accused of securing by
a pretence of mortgaging thirty thousand acres of
tlmt-cr land In New-Tori ar-d Pennpylvanla, whenm reai'.ty the mortgage covei«d untlmbered lands.
He afterward sought relief from the payment of
this obligation under the bankruptcy law. TheSupreme Court of New- York refused this privilege
en the ground that the transaction was fraudulent,
and to-day's opinion affirmed that decision. The
opinion was delivered by Justice Day.

In the case involving the claim of th« Cauca
Company, n West Virginia corporation, against the
Republic of Colombia for money claimed to be due
In connection with railroad construction in th«
republic, the court sustained the action of the
Circuit Court for the Northern District of West
wrglnla. in which Colombia was held to be liableror an lnt*rPBt charge since 1898. The principal in-
volved i."« nw.sx. •
EXPLOSION MOVES DISTANT CHURCH.
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A RAILROAD RATE COURT.
\u25a0

i

THE LATEST PLAN,

It;; 'mr- are graceful, its proportions dainty z-.d exquisite, rr.e?:ing rhe hi'ii^T approval of
persons of cultivated artistic tastes. It can be placed in a corner of a moderate- sizei music
room, where it teems to occupy scarce!*/ more space than an ordinary upright. Vet there hi*
been no sacrifice of the tonal beauty for which Weber Pi^ro; hive bern far-. ..- :• r <>ver half•
century.

The consensus of opinion in the musical world is Wit expressed by
Felix Mtt', the distinguished U\isncri3n conductor and formerly Cent'
ralMusical Directjrof the Metropolitan Opoa Jiouse. w&*7,-ritiS:" . . Your small Grat ipiano is a re;elation. I•\u25a0\u25a0

"

thoughtiiwamldbe possible to ettco'/pjss svcA ma* elijus tone in so small
an instrument."

No person contemplating the purchase or" ipiano for holiday delivery stottld ra:! ;; <«*

the co!lect?on ofWeber Pian.<;, Grands and Uprights, now on exhibition at the main wa.>
rooms of the Weber Piano Co., in Aeofian Hal!.

THE WEBER PIANO COMPANY.
AEOLIAN HAL!.. 562 Fifth Avenue, near 34th Street, Km v - .

ACTION AT THIS SESSION POSSIBLE.

While it still appears Improbable that legis-

:.ition at this Importance can be enacted at the

y:e«fnt session, it is. of course, possible that
ething may be accomplished. Should the

men who are a; work on the problem succeed
la framing a not too complicated measure

which will at once serve the desired end and

avoid t!i"objection* raised to the suggestions

•\u25a0\u25a0.j c far put forth, there would be little dlffi-. :! > In securing favorable action by the Sen-
ale, ,nd probably by the Hou°e.
Its proposing a court to consist of represents*

nves <•• • run of the jutficinldistricts of the coun-
try, it i? argued that the view, of the court

je broadened far beyond that of the In-

terstate Commerce Commission as now con-

Btructed and »hat this broadenlnie of the court's

View wouM insure more intelligentconsideration
of railroad problems. With regard to the com-

plicatlons involved in the determination of
ejuitfil le railway tariffs by a federal court, it la
jointed out that a multiplicity of rates now.:-x:r.f.even within a single State. For Instance,

there is the \u25a0•milling In transit rate, which en-

ables the railroads to transport raw. material to

the mill or factory, leave it to be manufactured,

and then transport Itto its destination, for a less

rate then would be charged for the transporta-

tion of two lots of freight the same distance as
separate and disconnected shipments. Again,

there is the "commodity rate," whereby railways

are empowered to transport raw material at a
reduced rate for the pupose of building up a
naaufai turing or millingindustry in a particu-

lar lection. Other special rates which have been
regarded as proper modifications of the eaxiltabi«

lan.? en all Song and short haul shipments might

\u25a0b cite<i, most of them depending on the par-

ticular conditions in specific localities.
It is the- existence of these special rates and

diversified conditions which renders comprehen-

pive railway ret*1 legip'.p.t'.cn so complicated that
thoughtful legislators Insist on making haste
Elowty. lest *>.<\u25a0•>• merely place on the statute
hook laws which win prove the occasion of pro-

tracted and costly litigation, to end ultimately

In a decision by the Supreme Court declaring it
•unconstitutional.

Congressmen Earnestly Considering

the President's Recommendation.
fFBOM THE nuscva scbsimj-1

Washington. Dec. M. The earnest work of

the President In behalf of his recommendation

that the Interstate Commerce Commission be

authorised to fix railroad rates when it »in *
them unjust is bearing fruit, as Is shown by

the effort of prominent members of the Senate

to devise a satisfactory method of correcting

existing evils. As announced In these dispatches

cf December 9. some of the best minds In Con-
press are ing devote.l to this subject, and th*

probability that BOOM form of legislation will

be devised which will carry into effect the

president's purpose, while avoiding certain ob-

jections to clothing \u25a0 branch of the executive

like the Interstate Commerce Commission with

judiciary powers, becomes dally more evident.
The lat-st scheme under discussion consists

of the creation of a railway rate court, to con-

\u25a0tet of one judge from each of the nine Judicial
districts of the country, this court to be au-

thorized to fix railroad rates after full and fair

consideration of the arguments presented on

.both sides. While this proposition is being dis-

cupsed. it is still in the formative period, and
rr.ay be subjected to considerable change as the

dtaenssion proceed*. The fact, however, that it

is betas; seriously considered nnd that influential

members of the Senate committee on commerce
have expressed tentative approval of the sug-

gestion demonstrates the correctness of the

assertion that leading senators are In earnest

in their desire to co-operate with the President

and provide a remedy for existing evils, and

That the likelihood that no legislation of this

character will be enacted at the short session

Is flue "not to the opposition of the railroads
or cf their friends In Congress, but to the

magnitude of the subject and to the complica-

ttons it presents."

The President declared that Senator Knox
was one of the "ablest and rncst upright m-:i

now In public life." :\r.d rejoiced thnt he had
entered on a term of service In the national
legislature, feeling sure that this term would
result in much suh=r:::)t:;il achievement in the
way of constructive legislation.

Robert C. < >!:\u25a0!• n. president of the socl ... pre-
sided. At the table with him f:u Senator Knox,

Bishop Potter, Brigadier General Thomas J.
Stewart, of the Pennsylvania National Guard;
Munin W. Littleton, Corough President of
Brooklyn, and Amos Parker Wiiilr-r. ;.llof whom
responded t" toasts. Others present wvre A.i-
miral Coghlan, Frederick Sanford Woodruff, of
the Sons of the Revolution: Edward F. Brown,

of the New-Eng.and Society; A. A. Van Bn t,

of the Holland Eoclety; Hugh Hastings, the
Rev. I>r. William T. Manning, Bishop of II

-
burg; Colonel Jol J. MeCook. <>f the Ohl
ciety; Walter Seth I^ogrtn. ef the Emptre Stat •
Society; Robert E. Trrle. of th<- St. <;•\u25a0 •

\u25a0

-
Society; T::!bot Olypfcant. i>f tha < mi.-i- of the
Cincinnati; Robert Frater M'jnro. of the St.
Andrew's Society, md Henry Ornttan ColTfn,
of the Southern Society.

The large dining h^l! of the Wi-.'.Sorf was
filled to overflowing with guests, who had j.-!'h-
ered to hear Senator' Knox. nii'i th>' bores were
brilliant with the glittering dresses <>' women,
who applauded him as he spoke of the broad :;>

tlonal view which the American people were
acquiring. The tables were decorated with n
combination of red and green, while aro va 1 th \u25a0

picture of William Perm and a collection <•?
State banners were twined wreaths of si:.i.ax.

President Opden. in Introducing Senator Knvx,
proposed a tor.st to the I't'-sMt at, -.\ hi !i was
drunk to the accompaniment of cheers. .\!r.
Ogden declared that :!: soci ty honored \u25a0;. . \u25a0

principal guest for his "gna; professional abili-
ty, his ..•:• Hty to national duty, his irlea.i and
upright character and his kindly and brotherly
spirit."

Mr. I'p^n read a letter from Andrew Carnegie
regretting that he as un I\u25a0 ;•> be p:

-
t-!v:iu at

tl.f dinner and tellingof thr "immaculate politi-
cal virtue" of the "good old Keystone State."
"Because the Republican party knows that
Pennsylvania will keep the path of virtue with-
out iron;, and without price," Pennsylvania
had been set aside and ;.. \u25a0 claln \u25a0 i perferment
Ignored, said Mr. Carnegie. He demanded that
the loyal ?ons of Pennsylvania rally rotra IMr.
Knoat, as a young nan whom they could honor;
a man capable and true.

Senator Knox said in ;>arf:
The »terna! principles Of common wn« .!•• pliim

and ••\u25a0 silj understood. Th*y Bnd their !\u25a0<\u25a0•<: ,-x-
ir.v

•
.-i in .simpi- language. Their , ppllo.itlnnre-

drier. seemingly eoapitrx •4tuat|.jsiJ \u25a0 •
able one* '\u25a0:\u25a0 Bwernnwhts v\u25a0 • . \u25a0 -.\u25a0>\u25a0\u25a0..\u25a0.;

when necessary laws art ..,.,,.. .. .
when th' • are interpreted V,. ; \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0••it \u25a0;.
not destroyed by sophistical jucglins . I-ter, i'.nn so that the eemmoa undemtas
final authoritative ueettfens are found t.- • In ••••-
.or.}. and uh-ii they „,,

\u0084.,,„..., ',, v:,r;v r«,r.wsrjy and without uiscriminationi an convtne-d thai in* Am-rlc;.n ;..,.;,:•\u25a0 , ' thHJJ»i.»r:iM..i fully le.lll/.M Mllt (1,.- •• ...,,.. ;.. .!>»,;
lo a niph.-r i-l;.-- r. the mrh;:,,... ...
nnd that the pr~< <\u25a0** wf aijusiroe-rit : • \u25a0 i
i!'l.«!- rT-itliillSl.'lM.f.'-.- I.- ,
i.r..;,,i.r »n<i v. \u25a0-•

-
.-;....„. ;,;,'.;;" ,

v>. .
••\u25a0id rro<f ihinklus antl acting n-;». •»> .n- '\u0084.?'•.---
;:;;^:;. \u25a0...,•\u25a0• «4W»%S.'S

\u25a0• i'
•
i\u25a0»• > • > fii-i.. i.. i. , f . 1,..

jopat« iur fmtkuun < u.ttal I>U
" ... ' 'SllS.... ':'IM,. ,

tUvcr. m yeaaurlvMla, which Wreatvv-iac'^m-

The dlnnei ed i \u25a0
• •

the chief guest I
representative of the . '
h!gh»-r branch <>f xh<- natl<
menu contained i I
appointment and ilttt
ve!t which expressed for Sei
"warm regard \u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0

sariiy come to <>i:" w '\u25a0

associated with him for three yea » ol h
li:g work, :ii.!to whon
splendl 1 loy ilty \u25a0\u25a0:' sup]

This, said Senator Xt ;

of national good.

"I would lather bo a whole President, In the
sense of being a' servant to my country, tor
three years than half a President for i \u25a0 en
years."

President* Policy Praised by Ex-

Attorney General—His Letter.
Ina speech to the Pennsylvania Society at its

sixth annual dinner, bel Iat ihe Wnldorf-As-

torla last night, Senator Kuox. the gut-st «»f

honor, declared that the American people were
realizing the high place Ihey held amon.j lha

nations and were not approaching grave ques-
tions sectlonaUy, but with breadth ol view, tol-
erantly. Great questions were discussed with
a view to their effect on the whole people, M
said. In this view the President of the United
tStatea was taking the lead, for In the first con-
venation with tho sneaker after assuming bis
office he aa!d:

PEXX. SOCIETY HOST.

SENATOR KXOX GUEST.
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