
Mr. and Mrs. Ek«a Richards ssifri Ial d:r.n*"
at the King cottage last night. Among the guesu

were Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (V Com! . Mr. and

Mrs. W. H. N. Voss. Mr. and Mrs. W. D. ts.r.e«r»
and Miss Varnurr..

Among otsjsrs who are entertaining at house
parties to-day and dinners to-r.igl;t ar< Mr a^J Mrs
C. L. F. nullI——. Mr. and Ml ii. la^innr D<?
Rham. Mr. and Mrs. Rack Mirttntr, Kr. ar.i
Mrs. Bper..~r Trask. Mr. and Sirs is:e::v'.> ii*a#«
Mrs. F. barker. M: and Mr- )U !I.X >s->t*. Jr,

and Mr. and Mrs. H- nry Ttt-vor.
Mr. ard Mrs. NeweoU Ed| eJoasd UwH Tn«sflo

villa to-day and returned to town to. thi wiatW
Mrs. Jwbn Wolfe has Was..: t Jiouse at Ko. V3-I*'
Thtrtl. \u25a0

Mr. a:i.i Mrs. Richard Mortlrrer m.l d
•• tS«ir

Tuxedo cottage next week ai lco abroad, r*irnmj

In th. spring.

NOTES FROM TUXEDO PARK.
;pv TXLXGKATB TO T'iF. TKIK' VS !

Tuxedo I'irk. N v. Dec. n.—CaceQeat tfrigtttai

and skating and other winter -port? t--d.iy ar-
tracted ••< large gathering of we!!

-
i persm lo

the < otony h- re to pass Sui da]. House ;irdei were

grtvs bj a large number of
' •

\u25a0 I V
-

ard r»arly

all tb»' r->ooi.« :it the <-lir:> hare been *:.(j:ifei.

Skating \u25a0•!! the Tuxedo Laka is superb. Ksas tt?

clubhouse a 1 irge toboggan sMds h-i? been trectsd.
which ln>.'lin»-s toward the lake. ai>l U was patCSSh
(zed all day by merry parties Another 'organ

slide has been erected al the north entrance of tic
park, ami it was also we] patrooiMd. Another

feature of t>i- da] was t!:.- Ice yachtings.

The ,ii,:-.. N m Tear's Etc dance Ht th© club-

house ... patnmhwd by tha y«juuass
set, particularly tlie debutantes of the. »*\u25a0«»". •!
which Tuxedo's colon] has many.

Mr. and Mrs.
'

!"i!"i M. Faster gave a farewell
dinner at the chib on Thursday wtnlng Amom]

the guests wi»rf Mr. and Mrj. Winthrop McKhß
Mr. ami Mrs. Morgan Oibbs DIIBHU. Mr. and
Mrs. Grenvllle. Kane, Mr. and Mr?. WattSX D.
Denegre and Edwin Kent Mr. and Mrs, roster

returned to town to-day for tho winter.
James Henry Smith cam out Friday n-ni is

entertaining a large party at Ktnerala tm* Snpdsy.

Mr. and Mrs. I.C. Hewitt and Mr .ir.1 iirs. X
Fulton Cutting opened their cottages for t!:* wssifi
end.

Miss ratter. Miss Nina Howard, her brother. Suf-
folk, and Mrs. Ftora BJgehm Dodg« have le^
town tot Wi >1 ingten. where th^ will ij«al tts
Christmas holidays with Mrs. l.eirer.

Mine Alno Ackt* will ?irs< at A:bert \u25a0*»\u25a0*»_*'*>
by'a musical to-morrow morntec at th^ Wallar^,
and Miss Adele Ai:^ der < >hft will r^T.

Mr« Howard Mansfield has Issued Invitations f?r
a luncheon party on. Thursday at the St. Rejts. Scr

her daughter. BCsa aUrgarei Tut^le. who U oae^o;
the debutantes of the siascn. si 1 SB] the toUowtsg.

evening Mrs. Arthur Mason JensS has a larga

theatre party, follower by •
mtV< —id IsVssfSlSJ

dancing, for r.rr debutante daughter, Ifiss Lyill

Masmi Jones.

Mr?. mgliisM C. VandtrMM hi.-« «nt tn tDwr.

from Newport, ai-d is staylrg at tha irr'.^.r.i
j;oure H--r mother, Mrs Frederics Neilsus, 1* 4u*
here frcm Bare] \u25a0 to-day.

Mr and Mrs. Frederick Mart Davta hay*

t*:-:<-> :),. boas* Na W Km TttrtT-alstb-«t tsj

the winter.

Mr. and M
--

WilUaia Roam r^..»
'" ::-V!frorr.

their weddins I>ut wr.d are at their hjuae. No. «>
West Forty-ninth-.--.t.. for the season.

Mrs. Benjamin Krvwor hn- ohar=»<l from Jan-
uary 2S lo January 21 the date «' the ma'"lare of
her daugbti ;. M!«s Constance Knovtf, to Herry
'"olemnn l>ra.yt..M. Tiit- ceremony, as already \u25a0"-

no'inc«d in t^i« column, will tak* ] • at ?:.
Thorns \u25a0 Church. MNs Uargarel .\ iwef win be
h*r Bister's maid of honor, arid Mta Ca*rttns
Drayton, Miss Constance l*ratt, BQss JttUa Mb*-
Kan. Miss Sydney Flenop, Bftn Ell: i :. and MJ.-.«
H-l°ii Cutting and M!h.< Antoinette Hewitt willb*
the bridesmaids J. Laurena Var Alex will oflSrbtt-)

as he-t -nan. Aft«r the ceremony Mrs KnMNf
will glTt a ••••\u25a0\u25a0ti. ri f©i t..<» •rm married] coup.*
,it her bouse in Ka«t Berenty-seventfert.

Another "at boss*" yestortfay aftcraom was that
given by Mr« (; orga 6. v.in Schalrk at he? house,

In WeaM Thirty-seventh-*!.

Mrs. I.yon Gardiner was at fcorr.» jrslss^aj at

No. 674 Madlson-r.ve. Reviving with "' was M.-J

John Lyon Gardiner, who has refarr'4 to taw:.
from Gardiner's I^'.ar.d nnd wy.-- b at her bous*. U
East Btxty-nrst-st. for the winters

Several other yo ing girls made* their debut yes-
terday, earlier In the day. at receptions given fa-
the purpose. Thus Miss Agnes Keyes was pre-

sented to society at a tea given by her mother at

her house in East Seventy-fourth-st. Mrs. Kr,«i
willgive a theatre party for her daughter on D*.

cember 23. Miss May Morgan made her debut «
a reception given by her mother. Mrs. Rollln SI.
Morgan, at her house in East Xlnety-secoad-st.

Miss riusan Goelet L>ralc* was la-inched into so-
ciety at an at home given by her mother, Mr*
Benjamin Drake. In «>.<• Eighth ; anA r'..l

another deDutar.te of yesterday ra« Miss Froth-
lngham. the daughter of Mrs. C. Frederick Frit:.-
lngham. who gave- a reception for tor at fcsr to_«

In West Slxty-elghth-st.

Mrs. riermont Livingston Best gave a dnaer
dance last night at her house in East Flftieth-st.
for her daughter. Miss Anne Best, who has m*4»
her d«tu:t this winter. Among those present wtr»

Miss Gladys Vanderbilt. Miss Charlotte W»rr»r,,
Miss Dorothy Snow. Miss Edith and Miss Dorothy
Kane. Miss Mildred Barclay. Miss Stephanie <c
IfsfllW. Miss Annah Rlpley. Wortiilngton White-
house. Robert Walton Goelet. Henry and Warren
Robblns. Waldon Pell, Plerrepont Davis. Hear? C.
de Rham and Hamilton Fish Benjamin.

Among the other receptions set for th« •»«*<
are. on Thursday, by Mrs. George P. Slade. »t her
house in East Slxty-nlnth-st.. for her nieces, 3(bsj
Cornelia Merrill and Miss Martha P. Strong: fey
Mrs. Frederick Pearson, on Tuesday, at her hoQt»
In West El#hty-s«venth-Bt.. for her daughter. Sfias
Josephine Pearson; by Mrs. Henry R. Hoyt. for
Miss Gretchen Hoyt. at her house in East Seventy,
flfth-st. ;by Mrs. Joseph Vlman. on Thursday. «t
her house In East Seventy-flfth-st.. and by JC,
Beatrice Klnney. on Wednesday, at her houas la
West Flfty-fourth-st.

mother. Mr*. Theodore Van A. Tr9tt«a\ at re-
house in East Thlrty-seventh-sf.

On Friday evening the first of the series of dances
for young girls who have not yet made their debuts
will take place In the Ladles' Annex of the Metro-
politan Club, among the patronesses being Mrs. C.
B. Alexander. Mrs. Richard Mortimer. Mrs. Charles
11. Coster and Mrs. Benjamin Welles.

On the same night Mrs. John I. Waterbury gives

a large <laru:e at the clubhouse al_Morrlatown. N.
j.. for her daughter. MUs Gladys Waterbury. -with
whom Btowa I'helps will lead tho cotillon.

Miss Helen Trotter mike her debut to-morrow
afternoon at a reception given for her by her

Christmas Eve -wIU fc* celebrated by a dance
given by Mrs. Charles R. Huntlngtf»n» Saturday
Evening Dancing Class at Deimonico's. and on the-same evening Mrs. John E. Cowdin will Rtve &
dance at her house inOramercy Park for her debu-
tant* daughter. Miss BJthel Cowdin

On Thursday Mrs. Douglas Robinson has a dance
at the 3t. Regis for her daughter. Miss Corinne
Douglas Robinson, who. like Miss Annah Rlpley. is
one of the debutantes of the winter.

To-morrow night Mrs. Henry B. Hyde gives a
large dance at Sherry's for her granddaughter.
Miss Annan Rlpley. the daughter of Mr. and Mrs*.
Sidney Dillon Ripley. who Is making her debut this
winter.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

It is only eight days to Christmas, a festival
which, while it is bringing home all the* boys and
girls from school for the loli.lays. will b* made the
occasion of many country house parties in th«
vicinity of New-York. Indeed, there will be a
large e-xodus of well known people from town on
Friday and Saturday, anl Tuxedo will be ixmicu-
larly Ray. as nearly every one. of the cottagers of
the colony there propose* to ke*>p open house during
the holidays. Shopping, dinners, dances, theatre
pnrtles and entertainments for the young people
home from school will ooeupy the greater part of
th» we<k.

General and Mrs. Chaffee will give* a box party
next. Saturday night for their son. Adna R. Chaf-
fee, jr.. who will come to Washington that day.
accompanied by three of his schoolmates at West
Point. Mrs. Chaffee will give a dinner for them on
Christmas, and there are enough invitations await-
ing them to fill every boot of their holiday vaca-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Grxff entertained a din-
ner company this evening.

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.
iFaOM THE TRIBINE Bt'REAI-.l

"Washington, Dec. 17.--Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Glover
gave a dinner this evening, when th« guests were
the young friends of Miss Elizabeth Clover, whose
marriage to tho Netherlands Minister will take
plare next Wednesday.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[FKOM THE TRIBUNfI BITMAP.]

i, Di c. i:.- The Italian Arabai
ironesa Mayor dea Planches to-nlghl «a>. c

the first of a series of di iners for which th<
invitations. The guests wer.;the A

Ambassador and Mme. Hengelmuller, Mr. Grip, tl:^
: from Sweden and Norway; Mr. Bi

Minister from Denmark. Count Sala, of tbe French
Embassy, and Countess Sala. his mother; Mrs.
Hobson. Mrs. John Davis. Miss Hitchcock, the

I-1 •I. who are spending the wint' \u25a0•\u25a0

the hostess; Misa de Smirnoff, Count >l<* Chambron.
of the French Embassy; Major McCawley and
Signor Montagus, of the Italian Km:.

The Secretary of the Legation of Sweden and
Norway and Mrs. Haugc whose marriage took
place last summer at Bar Harbor, gave a dinner
to-night at their new home, No. 1.75* N-St.

The Netherlands Minister and M;s* Glover will
be entertained at dinner to-morrow evening by th,»
secretary of the legation and Baroness Van Tuyll.

Rome. Dec. 17.
—
It Is reported here that Ambas-

sador Meyer will figure prominently in the diplo-

matic promotions incidental to the inauguration of
President Roosevelt, and that Henry White, now
secretary of the American Embassy in London, will
succeed him.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

fFROU THE TRIBUNE BCMAT7.I
Washington. Dec. 17—Tho President and**-

Roosevelt are looking forward to a quiet Christ-
mas, but expect to have all their children at the

White House on that day. No plans have been

made for any formal entertainment.
A photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin H. De-

wart and their twelve children, who live at St.

Albans, Vt.. was shown to the President to-day.

Senator Proctor brought the picture and a letter

from Mr. Dewart. In which he said he hoped the

likenesses would "serve as an antidote to the

President's apprehensions of race suicide." The

Photograph bore this inscription. "Round-up of *'JO4
at the Dewart Ranch. St. Albans, Vt."

Senators BUM and 3cott and Representative

Dovener. of West Virginia, called at the White

House to-day to urge the appointment of Roy B.
Naylor, of Wheeling, to some place in the consular
service. Senator Elklns expressed the belief that

no legislation increasing the powers of the Inter-

state Commerce Commission is likely to pass Con-
gress at this session.

The President was Informed to-day that the en-
tire Pennsylvania delegation In Congress favored
the appointment of Representative Vespasian War-
ner, of Illinois, as Pension Commissioner, to succeed
Eugene F. War*. Representative Hemenway called
to say tool the Indiana delegation was of the same
opinion. The President spoke highly of Repre-

sentative Warner, but said he had not yet received

a definite reply from Major William Warner, of
Missouri, to whom he offered the place about two
weeks ago. It is the general belief that Major
Warner, who i« a candidate for Senator, is waiting

to sea what the Missouri Legislature does before
he gives the President his answer.

George F. Curtis, an attorney, of Shanghai, China.

who has been in this country several months trying

to secure- the dismissal of Consul General John

Goodnow. called at the White House to-day to lay

before the President a number of additional papers

reflecting on Mr. Goodnow'B character as a public

official. Mr. Curtis was informed that the State
Department would take up his latest charge with

those be previously presented, and sift the case to

the bottom, fo that all could have a "square deal."

Other callers at the White House included several

members of the faculty of Georgetown University,

who gave the President a copy of an eM German
atlas printed in 15uT. which is supposed to have
been the first to contain the word "America": Gov-

ernor Otero of New-Mexico, Senator Kearns, of
Utah; Representative Rodenberg. of Illinois, who
presented Henry I>. Sexton, a banker of East St.

Louis: Speaker Cannon, who came to Introduce a
number of friends, and several of the Judges of the

District of Columbia, who called to pay their re-
spects.

Mr*. Roosevelt occupied a box at the New Na-

tional Theatre to-day with her sons, Archibald and
Quentin, who had as their guests the two email

sons of Genera' K. I). Grant, the performance be-

ing the extravaganza "Mother Goose."

THE CABINET.
fFROM THE TRtBfNE B'RFAfi

Washington, Dec. IT.—Mrs. Morton, wife of the
Secretary of the Navy, gave a fa this afternoon
to introduce h»r daughter. .Miss Pauline Morton.

The hostess received in white lace, and Miss Mor-
ton wore white embroidered silk and carried
orchids and 111ies-of-th<?-v.-illey. Assisting Mrs
Morton were Mr«. Dewey, Miss Cannon, Miss Will-
iams and Mrs. J. R. Morron, of Chicago, who. with
her husband and foil Lowell Burch Morron, are
house guests of Secretary and Mrs. Morton Miss
Morton had as aids Miss Hiking. Miss Ridciy

Misa Southerland. Miss Bchroeder, Miss Gaff, Miss
Hoyt, Miss Miller, Miss Fitch and Mis? Hobson, of
Boston, a bouse guest. Despite the heavy snow-
storm, the house v.as thronged throughout the
receiving hours, the guests representing official
and diplomatic society and practically the entire
navy <irile. After the reception sapper was ser\e>l
to about sixty young peopie. who closed the even-
Ing with an Informal dance. Mr?. Morton will
give a cotillon for Miss Morton later in the season.

The Misses Hitchcock, who went to New-York
to attend the opera. hay» returned.

The members of the Cabinet will he In Washing
ton on Christmas, and most of the Cabinet
households where there are hostesses will be open
to callers on New Years Day. The Secretary of
State and Mrs Hay will give tneir official New
Tear's rrerikt'.isf i;i honor of the diplomatic corps,
but Mrs. Hay willnot hold a public, reception. Mrs.
Shaw, Mrs. Tilft. Mrs Wynne. Mrs. Morton. Mrs.
Hitchcock and Mrs. Metcalf will receive callers.

Had His Own Doubts.- 1 Say, ma." aik«d little
Willie, after he. had been in conjunction with the
paternal Blipper. "«lid anybody "sides pa ever ukyou to b.i his wifox "Oh, ye«! Ihud Tut. of pro-
posals before your father rame alcng." "Well' doyou think you gained anything by raiting? 1

—
caco Record-Herald.

Compromising.— Charles— She is suing her late «>m-ploy.-r » estate for &)<>.<>»>.
Henry—On what pround?

Charles— On th« ground that on four different oc-
casions he said to her. "We are having fine weath-
er," with the accent on th« "we."—(Brooklyn Life.

The London County Council has given notice of
the proposed passage of an ordinance that bread
shall not be sold otherwise than by weight and
that it shall l>e weighed In the presence of the
purchaser Also that every cart or other vehicle
used for distributing bread shall carry weights and
scales, w.iich an inspector may test at any time.

Unsafe.— for Defence-One more ques-tion. Mr. Plunkett. Have you any prejudice in
this case, one way or the other? Prejudice, in

Talesman— No, air.
Attorney— you should be accepted as a Jurordo you think you could render a verdict in ac-

cordance with the law and the evidence?
Talesman— lthink Icould.
Attorney (after whispered conference with his

cUent)-Your honor, well excuse. Mr. Plunkett
—

(Chicago Tribune.
ll

Judge John Ooode, of Virginia, once a mem-
ber of the Confederate »Jongress. told of an attack
by Foote, .f Tennessee, upon Jefferson Davis and
General Albert t*ldney Johnston after the Confed-
erate defeat at Cloyd Mountain. He 9ak

,
that (f

Johnston had fought as tie ought to have fought,
"peace like a wedding gaiment would now rover
our fair land.

"

"The Texarkana (Tex.. Courier" published this
problem In arithmetic for the glory of the State of
Texas:

"This will help you to figure out .mm how large
Texas really is. Ifyou have a star mathematician
in your family tell htm the number of syuare miles
there arc in the Me; State, then tell him the pop-
ulation of the globe; then ask him Ifnil tho people
in the world were placed In Texas and its soil di-
vided out among them per capita, how large would
the man's farm be who had a wife and two chil-
dren? When he gets through figuring, then whis-
per in his ear: 'More than half an acre.'

"

MODERN MISFORTUNES
lUs arm was quite disjointed, so they say,
From hanging to a strap most very day;
For he'd travelled on the "I-"
And the trolley, so they tell.
Tillhe came to be afflicted In that way.

Next his eyesight was affected for a spell—
Strabismus and myopia as well—
For he walked downtown each day,
Dodging autoa all the way.
Tillthis dreadful blight upon his optics fell.
And the future has another 111. 'tis said.
Which no doubt's already thrilled his soul with

dread,
He'll most llkelv lose an ear
Thro 1 the awful things he'ii hear
Ifhe travels on the Subway's noisy bed.

(Brooklyn Life.
A man hopelessly lost In the bust) in South

Australia, after wandering about for four days,
came across the telegraph line between Adelaide
and Port Darwin. He 'had not the strength to go
further, but managed t<> break the wire. He then
made* himself as comfortable as possible and wait-
ed. The telegraph repairers were sent along th"
line, and they came to the wanderer In time to
fave his life.

The following: notice was posted up recently In
an art exhibition In Toklo, Japnn: "No visitor
who is mad or Intoxicated 1? allowed to enter In;

if any person found in shall bo claimed to retire.
No visitor is allowed to carry in with himself any
parcel, umbrella, stick, and th" like kind, except

his purse. and is strictly forbidden to take, within
himself dog-, or the same kind of beasts. Visitor
Is requested to take care of himself from thtevely."

WONDERING*
I'm oft inclined to wonder If
An nnKleworm, when frozen stiff.
Would meet with any luck at nil.
Supposing that it tried to crawl.
Then, too. Ioften wonder whether
A man who set about to tether
Ten tigers in a field like cows
Could make thf striped creatures brows*.
And then again. Iwonder which
la stickiest tar. glue or pitch.
Perhaps each, all or either are.
But Ishould say pitch, glue or tar.

And. furthermore. 1 wonder why
A normal person such as I
Can't walk abou* upon one hand-
Some thing? we never understand.

But most of all. Iwonder how
A man can tell just when la Now.
For Now keeps going back to Then.
While Soon is straightway Now again.

"Tie useless, though, to wonder what
Is meant by this impressive rot.

-(Life.

The puzzle department of London "Truth" recent-

ly called for a competition in accounts of f. round of
golf containing no letter "a" or "v." Here la -i

good specimen from the many replies received:

Iknow nothing or golf. Some people do, or pre-
tend to. However, Ivisit the links, for I Ilk' to
look on. Blow work, yet good for the llrer. 'I •\u25a0••

hit some kind of sphere Into holes on th' green,
then seek for it. Borne find it in them, some do ti"'.
Men who win grin. Men who lose bless everybody,
.->otto voce, being too polite to do so before people
Women who los»> despise the *h*' winners. Their
verdict is "ill dressed objects." "wteened things."
"no chicken." Men do differently, for at tli>- finish
they do a drink or two together In good fellowship,
then mizzle- dine, rot repine.

The cheerful Intimacy with which th* country
editor goes Into the affairs of his community is
pretty well exemplified in this item from. "The
Howard (Kan.) Courant": "Mrs. Hanch Grover
says she has read and heard all her lifeabout being
kissed under the mistletoe, but she never saw any
mistletoe until after she was married But she
can l«t on thai she was never kissed until she
was married, or even until she was engaged, for we
can remember the society she used t.i live in, and
the mistletoe was not an essential element."

Dear Things. -Miss Snugger— a self-pos-
sessed woman Miss Passsy I*'.

Miss Pepper— Yes, and [don't imagine she'd ever
get a chance to dispose of the property.— (Cleveland
Leader.

HIE TALK or THE DAY.

The namo of Tissa dot^s nor seem to be one
to conjure with at Budapest as much as it
once was. But the Parliament does itpelf no
credit in turninc itself into a bpar garden.

All over the city the renalrs and the changes

In the pavements have been carried on In a
most careless nrid reckless manner, especially
by the gas and electric light companies. The
day may < orne when these organizations will
be held to a proper responsibility, but this is
not likely under the Dresent management of
municipal affairs.

The baiting of the the Bear proceeds apace at
Port Arthur. There seems to have been nothing
for the Russian garrison and fleet to do but to
stay where they were and suffer, taking as
many lives as pDsstble for every life they gave.
The final death roll of that place will stagger
humanity.

Some more grade crossings are to be abol-
ished in The Bronx. There are several on Long

Island over much travelled roads which should
receive attention.

The outlook to-day is that New-York's rail-
road facilities willbe amazingly Improved with-
in a comparatively short period. For short dis-
tances in rural districts the electric lines will
provide transportation at a moderate price, and
In competition with this service the great rail-
ways will speedily be forced to use electricity
themselves. Electricity will, in fact, be the
great motive power of the future.

COmpßtfe much in carrying freight nnd passen-
gers to or through any part of Comw ticut

Careful observers of that State and Rhode Ibl

and admit with freedom the tremendous power

of the Consolidated railroad system in the two

States. Moreover, the legislation in Connecticut
and Rhode Island is fast bound by the friends

of the present citizens who hold hard tbe bar-
riers against the coming of any new rivals.
Again and again the attempt has been made In

earlier years to break the monopoly of the rail-

road traffic in the southern States of New-Eng-

land, but in vain. The present management of
the Kew-Haven and Hartford, however, is more

open minded than were its predecessors, and is
showing a disposition to meet the emergencies
of the future.

WHES rriET SEXT GOES 7>ORTBk
There are Indications that when Peary again

Starts for tee Arctic regions he willbo better
prepared than ever before for success. A highly

promising feature of his new programme is the
detexmlmtfion to equip Lis snip withmore pow-
«rfnl engines than have ever before been used
in \u25a0 mission like bis. This should aid material-
]v m na'jzing- bis plan to put the vessel into
winter Quarters somewhere between latitudes
82 and S3. That such an achievemont is
possible under favorable conditions was proved
more than a quarter of a century ago. InIS7I
Hail took the Polaris up through the series of
channels that lie to the westward of Greenland
as far as latitude 62:16. Nares went 11 min-
utes ther in the Alert a few years later.

The Importance of establishing a winter base
?>o far jK-nlila apparent Hitherto Peary has
been unable to force his way through the ice
l>cyond Cape Sabiue. Leaving his ship there, he
las transported his supplies by sledge to Fort
Conges; two hundred or three hundred miles
rearer the Pole. Before making his push out on
the ice lliat overlaid the polar tea in the spring
of I9QS it was necessary to reach Cape Hecla,
on the northern eoabt of Grant Land, not more
than sixty-Jive n.'iles distant from Fort Conger
in a beeliae; but so tortuous was hi* path that
he travelled four hundred miles, and the task of
cutting a road modi of the way consumed fully
a month. Th.it delay proved fatal. The last
tnd most critical stage of the. journey was begun
when the rernal miv bad weakened the still
frozen covering of the ocean and had promoted
the opening <J embarrassing assures. Peary
Wisely proposes to put himself in a position
vLich will;.-•; .-• null a much earlier departure from
the coast when be tries again.

Another improvement Inhi* facilities has been
Hgsested, and perhaps has already been adopted
DroriafonaJlj by xae explorer. Wireless teleg-
raphy ought to prove useful to him in several
ways. At present there is a Marconi station at
the. zuoutii of the St. Lawrence, in about lati-
tude 62. Thence to the locality la which win-
ter quarters will be sought the distance is
23 degrees, or LiOO Lcutlcid miles. Itmight not
be desirable to !_i.»tuien the srup apparatus ca-
pable of spanning tie- interval at a single leap,
but the estaUSshment of a few intermediate
yosts would probably bs practicable. Some
isiglit be looted at the Danish settlements in
Greeiiiaaa, sni others at eligible points further
north. Communication between the ship and
tl*«land telegraph system of Canada once being
opened by a chain of stations, Peary could keep
!ii* friends Informfd concerning Lis progress
a'jj:health., send tastroctlopj about the dispatch
and delivery of coal and food by auxiliary st«au»-
1 Zroxa time to time, and report the rtoftTct of
success attending bis sledge trips over :iie polar

W.V:- \>. -,r:\ actually liltfrom this country
next summer it should be pritZi the assurance
\u2666hi«t be can stay north tiro or six years, ifneces-
sary. Tn ih • Arctic regions; \u25a0« !n tower inti-
tades. successive seasons often differ percep-

RAILWAY CHANGES IX TOWN.
The revolution to be effected in its home sys-

tem by the New-York Central an.l Hudson River
Railroad will work out a marvellous change in
the state of affairs affecting the operations of a
massive trunk line. When the company bought
a great deal of property north of the Grand Cen-
tral Station it became clear that a transforma-
tion in its methods above Forty-second-st on
the East Side had been determined upon, and
its purchase of the Grand Centra] Palace prop-
erty the other day has made it clear that an im-
portant revolution is in progress, For a consid-
erable time it has been evident that the old
methods were to be abandoned, and it is now
obvious that the coiner to New-York by the
Pennsylvania line, by the Central or the New-
York. New-Haven and Hartford will in a few
seasons have an experience that the existing
routes cannot rival. Not many years ago it
seemed probable that the railroads to New-York
would adhere to their former methods and there
would be no marked progress in travel: but
many significant things have happened with-
in a recent period, and the prospects of the rail-
road companies with respect to the metropolis
have suffered » (-<•'•"< change.

The New-Haven company has kept a strong
bold on passenger traffic from New-York to
Springfield and Boston, it is werj understood
that only the New-Haven and Hartford can ac-

And far away, In an Eastern country, rolling

back the curtain of centuries, one may see
again the endlessly beautiful picture: the world
bringing presents to the cradle of a Child.

Her reign is beneficent, because behind the
woman, the Inspiration of her activity, is love.
Tho triumph of woman is also the triumph <<t
love. It is ;i wonderful thing, to be considered
with devoutness and gratitude, that a bil of
love and the anticipation of giving pleasure to
some one else goes into the purchase <>f each
one .if the innumerable articles that now are
melting away by tho dozens, the scores and the
hundreds. A little later and there will be some
nervousness, some frantic haste and a fair
degree of weariness in the shopping. But as
yet it Is. for the most part, joyous. Love and
pleasure animate it. The Christian spirit has
got into trade, and behold! trade sordid, selfish,
grinding as reputation paints It—rolls up greater
than ever' If one could look Into the heart of
the retail business, now so tremendously in
fluoncing our economics, there would be seen
the image of children's faces. Knowing the
throngs that till the crowded streeiy, it <-;m be
truthfully said that a little child shaN lead
them.

THE CHRISTMAS TRADE.
The great shopping season of the year has

come. It is the time when sentiment stamps
economics and the \i^vy mercantile agencies
testify to the triumph of love. Year by year,
for the last generation or two, the movement
has grown until at last there really is some-
thing new under the sun.

Never before was tlierr anything like the
uiivc of retail buying for others that now
Bweeps annually over the civilized world at
Christmas time. Every trade measure is stac-
gered by it, and factories work for a year to
prepare for it. The women at tho bargain
counters, the petty purchasers of thread and
ribl>o;i and knickknacks, swamp the bie stores
as well as the hule, dear out the wholesale
houses, empty the ware In.uses, keep the facto-
ries running day and night. It is the woman's
hour. Her pennies and dimes and quarters pile
up into the tens of thousands of dollars. Kusi-
ness, scornfully self-centred all the rest of the
year, bows its bund to her. Not in the stores
alone is she supreme; nor do even ihe hanks
mark the limit of her authority. Her activity
becomes a factor in interior and international
exchange- though she purchases not a single
bushel of wheat nor ties up In tissue paper and
red ribbon a solitary steel rail or billet. En
splendid Indifference to exhibitions of fantastic
finance that are extraordinary even for Wall
Street, she proceeds with her shopping, until
the Wall Street tape itself has to take account

of its measure, it is Christinas time, and tht;
shopper -at whom the personification is woman- feigns.

On this basis of mutual regard the two gentle-
men met. Itis pleasant to know that each gentle-
man has a perfect understanding of the other gen-
tleman"s position, whatever that may moan. Are
we to understand that one gentleman agrees
that the other gentleman's advertised opinion
of him is correct, and that the other gentleman
confesses the soft impeachment of the Ho^tcn
gentleman's retort? That would be an admira-
ble basis for perfect understanding as far as the
two gentlemen are concerned, and as the people
in general contemplated it they might feel that
the honor of both gentlemen was satisfied. Thp

Boston writer who tells about the perfect under-
standing of these gentlemen sets a standard
which barbarians in the outer darkness of New-
York contemplate with admiring wonder.

The second gentleman has also recorded his
opinion of the iirst gentleman. His answer to
the first gentleman's picturesque and gentle-
manly phrases was a brief but gentlemanly re-
mark: "You know you lie.'

Now, one gentleman's position, ns stated over
!iis <w n name In public advertisements, was
that the other gentleman was "a liar, a fakir, a
charlatan 1'; that he was a gentleman whose
habit was to "debauch legislation" and indulge
in "foilvituperation," "a man to whom honor
is unknown."

.4\ AFFAIR BETWEEN GENTLEMEN.
Iv the interest of history we feel obliged to

lift the curtain again for u,n instant upon the
famous Greene I-awson conference. We left
those two doughty heroes yesterday going peace-
fully, or at least in armed neutrality, up the
elevator to the private meeting which the
whole world had awaited with awe and appre-
hension. What Mas to take place there we did
not know. Since then a high financier of culti-
vated Boston, where they do everything de-
cently and iv order, has issued an official ac-
count of the duel, from which we (earn that
"each gentleman bad a perfect understanding

of the other's position."

In the Smithsonian paper Just mentioned Pro-
fessor Shaler discredits another suggestion
which has heen made regarding the moon. Per-
tain astronomers, among them Professor Will-
iam 11. Pickering, have interpreted a few
small, short lived white patches which they
bare faintly detected as clouds of vapor, ejected
from openings In the lunar crust, and indicating
feeble volcanic activity. Professor Shaler points

out that there could not wellbe a cloud without
an atmospheric medium for it to float in, and
there is a variety of evidence tending to show
that there is no air on the moon. One *»f sev-
eral significant facts is the sharpness of the
edge of the lunar disk when it occults, or hides,
a star. Again, it is probable that the surface
of the moon is too cold to permit of cloud for-
mation. Accurate measurements of heat there-
on cannot well be made Delicate tests under-
taken by Professor Langley, however, convince
him rhat the temperature on the moon at no
time rises to the freezing (or melting) point;
and any one who dissents from such an author-
ity on radiation as the secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution evinces amazing audacity.

ly in accepting the old theory about the ereatlos.
of mouutains. Some of them insist that there
has been no shrinkage of the earth's interior
capable of producing the observed effect. They
then proceed to account for the great irregu-
larities in the surface of the globe in another
way. The earlier doctrine is by no means dis-
carded yet, but diminishing confidence in its
correctness renders less Important any seeming
lack of harmony between the geological history
of the earth and its satellite.

CRACKS IN TITE UOOX'B CRUST.
The lunar marking reported by Mr.Perrine, of

the Lick Observatory, a few days ago belon-rs
to a class which has recently attracted a good
deal of notice, but which appears to have been
misunderstood when first observed. Unlike the
broad white streaks radiating from central
points and giving the moon the appearance of
a peeled orange, the cracks are black and nar-
row. Again, the streaks are apparently stains
or Eheets of matter overlying the surface, where-
as the cracks are grooves or crevices, some of
them a mile deep. Thinking that they might
have been caused by the erosive action of
streams of water, astronomers have called the
cracks "rills" and "valleys," applying the for-
mer term to the narrower ones and the latter
to the broader. These names must now be con-
sidered unfortunate, for the supposition on
\u25a0which they are based is not now accepted by nil
experts. They convey what Is probably an er-
roneous idea to the uninitiated, just as the word
"canals" does when used to designate certain
gray lines on the planot Mars.

The total absence of water on the moon at the
present time does not prove anything regarding
the distant past. However, there are other rea-
sons for skepticism concerning the erosion
theory. Professor N. S. Shaler, of Harvard Uni-
versity, a high authority in geology, points out
a radical difference between the sides of the
lunar cracks and those of water worn furrows
on the earth's surface. The former are steep,
while the latter usually slope gently. Moreover,
itis sometimes possible to see at the bottom of
a lunar "valley" pits, or craterlets, of th*> kind
which appear in great abundance all over the
moon, and which are indications of volcanic
action. One would think that water would hare
pround stub irregularities smooth, so as to be
unrecognizable. Professor Shaler is convinced,
accordingly, that the cracks were formed by
"the drawing apart of their walls," In other
|words, by a shrinkage of the lunar crust. In
that opinion the majority of astronomers will
doubtless concur, especially after reading hi?
discussion of the matter in the latest report of
the Smithsonian Institution.

The next questions which will arise in many
minds are: What caused the shrinkage referred
to. and why did it affect the moon In the man-
ner described? Itwas once customary to ac-
count for the formation of great mountain
chains in the following manner: It was sup-
posed that the terrestrial mass, ages ago wasmuch hotter than it is now, and perhaps was Jna molten state. The outermost portion was be-
lieved to have cooled first, and to have become
more or less rigid in consequence. Subsequent-jly,it was assumed, the interior lost some of its
original heat and underwent a diminution ofvolume. Thereupon the shell became wrinkled
not being able to shrink any more. Now if

[ events actually occurred in that order on the
globe it would be natural to expect the same
sequence on the moon. Apparently, however
the rule waf reversed. There was evidently a
period of lunar histcry when the crust was too
small and too tight, not too big and too loo**
to fit its contents. How, then, shall the dis-
crepancy be explained?

For a reply one la left largely to conjecture
but reconciliation between the two hypotheses
is not Impossible. If, for Instance, the moon
lost its cloak of :.ir and water vapor sooner than
the parent body, radiation would take place
mote rapidly from the former than from the lat-
ter, and an essential difference in the rate
might cause a perceptible difference in effects
Roth bodies would, of course, be subject to the
same laws, but ifthe conditions were dissimilar
the results might be go, likewise. Again, geol-
ogist* are -t'i.\ less unanimous than former-

OS FIRE 7 V THE SOUND.

Six months after the burning of the General
Slocum, and not more than twenty-five miles to

the eastward of the scene of that tragedy, an-
other Sound steamer has just been destroyed by
the flames. For the friends of the nine persons
whose lives were lost through the destruction <>f
the Glen Island there can be little consola-
tion, but the world will rejoice, over the dif-
ference between the consequences of the two
disasters. The Slocum carried about sixteen
hundred excursionists on her last trip, and of
these unquestionably more than two-thir.is per-
ished through suffocation, roasting or drowning.

The boat which was burned off Greenwich last
Friday night was not so capacious. When en-
gaged in the service for which she was best
known, taking passengers to the popular resort
whose unine she bore, her maximum load may
not have exceeded four hundred or fivehundred;

and when fate finally overtook her there were
probably less than forty souls on board, the
Fteamer having been employed at the time in
freight transportation. Happy contrast!

The circumstance which contributed most to
the fatfll result of the fire on the Glen Island
was undoubtedly the extinction of the lights in
various parts of the steamer. Itis not unlikely
that every one whom she carried, including the
heroic engineer, who died at his post, might
have escaped but for this mischance. There
was time to arouse those who were asleep.
Even a vexatious hindrance encountered in
launching one of the boats that had become
frozen to the chocks was apparently not serious
enough to cause a single death. If, therefore,

passengers, crew and officers could have seen
what they were doing and where they wore go-
Ing after the alarm was given perhaps they
might all be alive to-day.
Itis pleasant, at least, to observe that in this

first great calamity of his long career the vet-
eran steamboat owner, John 11. Starin, has noth-
ing to reproach himself vdth, ami receives only
universal sympathy and continued regard.

tlbly. If lie cannot get beyond Cape Sabine
next August, be should stay and try again a

year later. Should his way be blocked further
north but on ibis side of his objective poiut, the

name policy should be pursued. He should be
privileged to wait until just the right chance
presents itself ifit does not come the first time.
Peary lias tiie Indomitable spirit which led

Grant to say that be would -ncUt it out. on that
line if it took all summer." With notable
courtesy all rivals have withdrawn from the
field which be has selected: and for the honor
of his country and in the cause of science he
should be enabled to make the mo6t of the pres-
ent opportunity. It is, we believe, no secret
that the full expense of the first year's venture

Is not completely assured, much less that of a
more prolonged stay. It is an infinite pity that
no American having the requisite means has
already offered to assume the whole cost of the
expedition. Even yot the way is open for such
a proposition. Should itnot be made, then itis
to be hoped that other persona willcontribute
Liberally enough to end nil financial uncertainty.
When the unique talent and experience which
Peary puts into the partnership are considered,

a sum like £200,000 or $900,000 seems paltry.
A host of considerations may be urged in be-

half of this splendid enterprise. Itwillbe a dis-
tinct gain to geography to find out whether
there is laud or water at the Pole. The pro-
found esteem in which scientific men hold ex-
ploration of this kind is shown by the bestowal
of gold medals by foreign societies on Hall and
Peary and by the large amount of space devoted
to literature on the subject in such publications
us the Smithsonian reports. In the volume
for 1903. for instance, several contributions are
printed in company with papers on radium and
the structure of atoms. Again, itis In the power
of a liberal benefactor to perpetuate his own
name for generations, like those of Yale, Har-
vard, Li<-k and Yerkes. Already in the Far North
there is a ("ape Morris K. .Tesup. What further
memorials of the same kind will testify to pos-
terity concerning the man whose financial help
enabled a Yankee to reach the Pole?
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THE ¥BWB THIS MOMNINGk

FOREIGN.— hope is entertained in
Ku«ia mat important reforms will be con-
tained in Monday's Imperial ukase. Cour-
teous notes have been exchanged between Gen-

at*Js BtoeflMl anfl Nogi relating to hospitals m

tlc zone of fire; \u25a0

——
General Stoessels dis-

*vf-he'-- crfaich reached Chee-Foo have been

transmitted to \u25a0 ie Emperor; it is understood
that their tone is bopefnL ==Great prepara-

tions are being mada for the meeting of the

international commission to ftx the blame for
th( Dosser Bark affair. ===== Tho report that

monarchs wcraia meet at Copenhagen in the
mftng to discuss peace was deniei. ~== Ernpst

Terah Hooley was acquitted on a charge of ob-
taining money under talM pretence*; H. J. Law-

con w*s found gui!ty and sentenced to a year?

•nrorisonment
===== Complaint against the

forio of presentation of the United States' case
n'tbe Grecr.c-Gayr.or bearing before the Privy

Goosed «S made by Mr. Ascinlth and upheld
V- Lord Halsbury. \u25a0== The British Secretary

of War has slfrieJ contracts to supply guns or

a • .-.v pattern to 130 batteries.
kCBSTTC —Further evidence to show Mor-

mon cor.trr.l of poUtics In Idaho vas elveri at

the Bmoot Investigation, and it was admitted
thai Senator Bmoot took part in the election

oC B poUrsamisl as an apostle. =====-The United
1 a. tract of land to New-

Harbor iron. New-Jewey and will con-
: a? an extension of 'he Ellis

uUlon. === Th« Colorado
Buuieme Court threw out the vot* of four Den-

ST^eciSS Rtvto* to the Republicans con-

u-oi S roth booses of the State legislature.
,liL_C

]T v
-
as announced at Albany that as a

result of the biddtag on Fix test contracts for
the b^rtre canal the State authorities were con-

vi-cAd Sat the entire work could be accom-
JK .11 within the (101.000^00 appropria.
Son- r=^^ Six men are reported dead near
A^aafl K'v from drinking wood alcohol.

rnad-.vi.k and Messrs. Beckwith and

Mrwere arraigned In Cleveland and pleaded

n£t Kofltr on an federal Indictments.
- =

••'-THe T •\u25a0 Times- in an editorial announced
icy of ex-Governor Frank ft^

'Ma \u25a0mi.liMlM to United States Senator Depe%v;

Black refused to discuss the subject.

CITV
—

F*ocks closed weak. •- Nine per-
Boris we're burned to death Ina fire in the steam-

boat f,xn Island in ***>*Island Sound; the

vessel had escaped it-inspection; the fire brougnt

out the (act that the government does not in-
Jpect as u> electric wtrtac

=== The twenty-

lift1
-

anniversary of the tteuubllcan Ciub was

celebrated. =A new corporation purchased
the llarlborough Hotel, and announced itwould
\u25a0\u25a0eet a r.e-.v ftmet -are on the old site in lwl.—

"_- Tliree were killed and five injured in an
eariy morning flre In a Wiliamaburg apartment

house r-
-

Th« Earl of Suffolk visited the

Tomb? Polios Headquarters and the Criminal
Ooortiißulldmg. == A supposedly insane man
Hied to oommtt eulcide by lying down on the
subway tracks at Fourte«itl>sU| a train was
\u25a0topped thirty bet from him.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day j

Bnow. CbDvwed by fair. The temperature yes-
terday. Higfi^'-. -7 degrees; lowest, Hi.

MR. HIGGINS REACHES HOME.
Clean. N. V.. Pec. IT.—Uovernor-eleot ii!*:«tne ar-

rived home to-day from New-York. Ha said *•
would have no announcements to make to-«lv>

KING CHARLES GUEST OF M. LOUBET.
Parts. \u25a0>\u25a0« IT.—President l*>ub«t «i\* I \u25a0

\u25a0
—* ••"

day In ru>iur <>f *\u25a0• Kingof Portugal at do For**
of Rambouttlet. The King. who l» a -< "* so*,

had go. d rport.

Friends Give One Holding Seventy-five Pints
to David H. Moffat.

Denver. Dec 17.— What I*MM to b« UN 'irt<^
stiver loving cup ever made, having *capacity

••
seventy-five pint*, was presented to-day to Da***
H. Moftat. president of the Denver. Nortfcwestara
and Pacific. Railroad, by his friends in this flKfc
Ex-Governor Charles S. Thomas Elide the Its*
sentation address.

A CAPACIOUS LOVISG CUP.

Mrs Pierre UorUterd who
'

is been abroad '-\u25a0

a year. »iil return the first w.^k In January ar«!

willpass the winter In Washington.

Several .linn, r parties ««•\u25a0\u25a0•» «:\.-n at the dub t«-
ntgh' -'V tnoss who cams wrt !• s; --n1 sur.<3ay.

Among Uw aniTalS t.>..'...* were. Mr a:ii Mrs P.

I." Ronalds. Jr.. Mr ur.-l Mr* J F. TUt« Mr. ia4
jgn j, :\u25a0• d Lanler. Mr* Frederick l\ ley. Ombji
I Nathan W, LorI, Mr. and Mrs. Geor?» F.
Baker. Mr. and Mrs E. U '"•\u25a0 X \u25a0* Mr*. llbsa
Wright, Carl Laml ill\u25a0 SCtSS LycV.a Jon—. t2»
MfcMSS Cntttn*. Wh McCook, the M:?ses **«•*

Frederic Mathswa, A S:->\\ >rt fTalksr. SCOCI 3f»-
Lanahan. Rudolph Xteser, fcMwar.l Da P. LItW
ston. Cornelius N BUM, Jr.. A 3. Carhart. 9

-
J. G. Neescr a"i Gordon Douglas.


