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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN.—The series of assaults on Port
Arthur, ending {n the capture of 203-Metrs Hill,
is described in General Stoessel's dispatches,
which reached Che-Foo on Friday, and were in
part made public at St. Petersburg yesterday;
1he Russian commander estimates the Japanese
logsses £t 22,000 men, and praises the gallantry
of the troops; one Russian general died from
his wounds, the crest of 203-Metre Hill, it is
added, is swept by the forts’ fire, and can be
used oniy for observation. Commander
Mizzenoff, of the Poltava, who brought the dis-
patches to Che-Foo, sald that the garrison now
numbered 16,000; eight thousand men were In
the hospitals; provisions, he said, were sufficient
1n last three months, and the ammunition was
being husbanded for assauits. A dispatch
from: Tokio said that the battieship Sevastopol
had been struck ten times by Japanese torpedoes
and was completely disabled. = Food and
fuel are reported scarce in the neighborhood of
Moukden, and the Chinese are suffering; the
military situation is unchanged. = Major
Kuhn, U. S. A, has been reassigned to witness
the fall of Port Arthur. ——== The Porte has
ohjected to the Austro-Russian plan to increase
the number of foreign officers in the Macedonian
gendarmerie.

DOMESTIC.—It was expected in Washington
that there would be no quorum when the House
meets to-day. =——— The testimony of John F.
Wallace, chief engineer of the Isthmian Canal
Commission, before the House Committee on In-
terstate and Foreign Commerce, regarding the
relative availability of the various plans pro-
posed for the Panama Canal, was made public.
A fire occurred in an infant asylum at
Providence, R. I.; one hundred and fifty chil-
dren were saved by the nuns, who showed great
bravery; four persons were burned. The
State Hospital at Middletown, N. Y., narrowly
escaped destruction by fire; a panic was averted
by the coolness of the attendants, ——— A tug
reported at Woods Hole, Mass, that fifteen
schooners were driven ashore at Vineyard
Haven, while others were damaged in collisions.
=== A storm of blizzard severity was reported
slong the southern New-England coast, with all
wires on Cape Cod down; three barges went
sashore on Fisher's Island, and the crews were
rescued LY means of the breeches buoy. —==
Two feet of snow fell at Newport, badly tying
up traffic. == New regulations for life saving
apparatus on steam vessels, suggested by the
supervising inspectors, have been approved by
Secretary Metcalfe. ——— The Textile Council at
¥all River voted to submit an arbitration propo-
sition for the gettlement of the strike there to
the individual unions; in case of their approval
on Tuesday the National Civic Federation will
be asked to choose a board of arbitration.

CITY.—A car jumped a switch and caused
& blockade for two hours on the Second and
Third ave. elevated roads; reserves were called
out to protect the ticket sellers from angry
crowas, ——-——= Tha senowfall amounted to =&
record: the work of removing the snow was
pushed. Supervising Inspector Harris re-
ceived orders to investigate the burning of the

Glen Island. The police found a complete

counterfeiting outfit and hundreds of dollars
of spurious coin in the rooius of a woman
friend of A prisoner. ——— A woman was killed
by a fall from a house, part of which had been
torm down and which had been condemned as
unsafe. Two firemen rescued 2 man from
the harbor with the ald of a snow scraper. ——=

Senator Thomas C. Platt arrived here from

Washington. —=—— The steamer St. Paul ar-

Mved after an exceedingly rough passage.

THE WEATHER.—Indications for to-day:

Fair. The temperature yesterday: Highest, 33

degrees; lowest, 24,

it is not in the least surprising that Japan
feels somwe irritation at the reports of French
hospitality to the Russian fleet, It is said that
France Las practically placed her coaling sta-
tions &t Russis's disposal, all the way from
Western Europe to Eastern Asia. Diego Suarez
i~ mentioned as the place of meeting of the
two divisions of the quondain Baltic fleet, at
which they will receive supplies of coal, make
repairs and prepare for their further voyaging
woward the China seas. Next they may put in
at Baigon, end there make final preparations
for the life or death struggle which will occur
the moment they come into touch with the
Japanese. It is obvious that these privileges,
if they are indeed being extended, are of enor-
mous advantage to the Russians. It would
scarcely be too much to say that they make
possible what would otherwise be practically
impossible. It is not at all certain that such
a fleet could make the trip from the Baltic to
the Yellow Sea without putting Into interme-
diate ports for supplies and repairs. It is cer-
tain that if it could do so, it would arrive in
the Yellow Sea in a condition hopelessly unfit
for immediate service. If France is opening
her ports to the Russian ships, she is enabling
Russia 1o do what she could not otherwise have
done. No wonder that the Japanese feel an{
noyed.

The questlon of Japan's legal grievance
sgainst France or any other power for thus
aiding the Russian flect is, however, an entirely
different matter. There is a common idea that
international law positively prohibits the har-
boring of a belligerent flecet for more than
twenty-four hours, and the furnishing to it of
more coal than enough to take it to the near-
est bome port. That idea is not well founded.
Any nation is competent to make such a rule
for the government of it own conduct toward
belligerent ships, but it is not incumbent upon
any to do so. There is no hard and fast pre-
scription of international law to that effect.
There is no universal compact to that end
ameng the powers. There is no agreement
upon it on the part of writers upon interna-
tionsl law. Some authorities decldre outright
that &« npeutral pation, without violating neu-
trality, may give asylum to a belligerent fleet
2s long as it pleases, and may permit it to take
coel in any quantity. The only requirement is
that the neutral nation shall in such matters
treat both belligerents allke. It may be re-
called that within the last century some na-
tions have openly proclaimed thelr readiness to
act as “Lonest brokers” in coal and other sup-
plies, to any extent, to all belligerents,

France will have, then, a ground of defence
&borconductlnthuaudln‘thoﬂutotheL

\

and Japan, however much she may dis-
like that conduct, will apparently have no valld
ground of legal protest. She might, perhaps,
put France's peutrality to the test, by sending
some of her own ships westward, to coal at
French ports on the way, and to enjoy the hos-
pitality of Marseilles or Brest for a time. If
she should, we assume French courtesy, hosp!-
tality and neutrality would not be found lack-
ing. The whole question is, however, one of
those which might well form the subject of de-
liberate international discussion at such a con-
gress as that which the President desires to
assemble at The Hague. Hitherto various ques-
tions of international law, particularly those
pertaining to war at sea, have been considered
at conferences held at the end of wars, and as
the result of wars or to settle their issues. It
would seem to be a more rational plan, though
it is a novel one, to summon such a conference
without reference to any particular war, but
rather with the object of avoiding or at least
ameliorating future wars. A CONgress held now
at The Hague would not pass upon the pro-
priety of France's treatment of the Russian
fleet, but it might, as a result of its immediate
study of that treatment, formulate some rule
upon the subject which would hold good in all
future wars and would leave neither belligerent,
at the outbreak of a war, in uncertainty as to
the conduct of neutral powers.

ally,

MR. TAFT ON THE ISTHMUS.

Recretary Taft has been to Panama and re-
turned. The cable has briefly reported the sub-
stance of the administrative order which was
jssued after conference with the Panama au-
thorities, and which places our operations in
the canal zone on a basis satisfactory to the
Panamans. The larger aspects of the work done
by Secretary Taft, however, have received little
attention. On another page this morning we
publish a review of the mission by a member
of the Tribune staff who accompanied Secre-
tary Taft.

In discussing the Panama arrangement it is
{mportant to note that the Secretary of War
has made no new treaty. Nelther has he at-
tempted to put any gloss upon the treaty or by
a process of interpretation to modify its terms.
The treaty stands In its full original force and
effect. All that the Secretary has done is in
his capacity of administrator acting under the
President’s designation in accordance with the
act of Congress. Having seen at first hand the
situation on the isthmus, he has found reason
to modify some administrative policies based on
an a priori understanding of the governmental
problem. He has 2lso by his frank and con-
ciliatory spirit been able to remove suspi-
cions as to American purposes springing partly
from measures-not exactly adapted to isthmian
conditions, partly from the strangeness of our
laws and partly from the mere difference of
race and temperament. Panama now thoroughly
nnderstands that our one purpose is to dig and
maintain a canal, that our administration will
be conducted with a sincere regard for her
welfare and that her independence and peace
will be maintained.

The most important modification of govern-
mental methods made by Secretary Taft is the
abandonment of the plan to enforce the Ameri-
can tarlf between Panama and the canal
zone. On investigation the Secretary concluded
that the original order was a mistake. Its issu-
ance was natural enough. The zone was for
practical purposes brought into the American
system, and the traffic incident to building the
canal would be large and might most con-
veniently be free. So the carrying of our ex-
ternal tariff boundary around it was the most
obvious method to facilitate this commerce,
The establishment of such a barrier between
two parts of what are the same country, and
even the same town, however, would be bur-
densome to the local inhabitants, and so for
purposes of local trade the line between the
Panama territory and our leasehold is ignored.

\More valuable than any adjustment of spe-
cific questions was Secretary Taft's revelation
to Panama of the American spirit and purpose.
The ideal which he held up of “a government
“that shall know no changes, except those ac-
“cording to the rules of law and the Consti-
“tution,” and his admonition that the rights of
minorities must be respected by majorities in
a free State were most salutary, and evidently
made a deep impression. Panama understands
that the United States, as the guarantor of her
independence and having a paramount interest
in peaceful isthmian traffic, will not tolerate
revolutions. Panama’s liberties will be protect-
ed and the rights of her people scrupulously re-
spected, but they must maintain orderly clv-
ilized government and settle thelir differences
at the ballot box. Panama understands this,
and 18 well pleased with the prospect of prog-
ress and of rescue from the characteristic evils
of South American republics.

CANADA AND IMPER' 'L DEFENCE.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, in introducing a
deputation to Mr. Balfour the other day, took
occasion to hint to the colonies that they ought
to be contributors to the defence of the empire.
With ten millions of colonists in widely scat-
tered parts of the globe, it is scarcely to be
wondered at that the forty millions of taxpay-
ers in the United Kingdom should show a ten-
dency to restlessness under the burden of em-
pire and that they should suggest to the colo-
nies that the latter ought no longer to expect to
be treated as children, but to come forward and
share the burdens of imperial defence. This, in
fact, was the hint given courteously, but none
the less plainly, by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach
and by the Premier in their remarks to the
deputation.

Still, the problem i8 by no means an easy one
of solution. While the colonies, particularly
Canada, have recently glven plain indications
that they are not to be treated as children, but,
like Kipling’s “Lady of the Snows,” view them-
selves as daughters in their mother’s home but
mistresses in their own, it is evident that the
line of duty and privilege has not yet been
clearly drawn, and also that there may be great
difficulty in drawing it. If Mr. Chamberlain's
dreams of empire can be realized, well and
good; but there are some very troublesome ques-
tions to be met and solved before its realiza-
tion. The United Kingdom may justly complain
that the burden of imperial armament falls upon
it alone, but it is not yet ready, apparently, to
welcome relief on the only terms which Can-
ada, for instance, will be willing to offer it.
As “The Pall Mall Gazette” asks, Why should
South Africa and Australia be expected to give
voluntary contributions if Canada goes free?
And why should Canada contribute to a defence
fund in the expenditure of which she has no
voice? “The Westminster Guzette” figures it
out that the contribution Canada ought to make
in proportion to population would be $12,750,-
000, while, on the sawe basis, Australla and
New-Zealand should furnish $15,750,000.

Evidently the time is coming, even If not al-
ready at hand, when there must be an under-
standing upon this snbject hetween the mother
and her daughters as to the common expense
for common purposes, chief of which is the
naval defence of the empire. Yet so far, with
the exception of Mr. Chamberlain’s proposals,
Englishmen do not seem to have consldered that
it will be useless to ask for the financial co-oper-
ation of their colonies unless they are prepared
to grant them representation either at West-
minster or in some other equally direct way.
As the great Earl of Chatham insisted with
stirring eloquence at the time the thirteen eolo-
nies and the mother country came to the part-
ing of the ways, taxation and representation
are inseparable. Has the lesson of more than
@ hundred years ago been learned thoroughly, or
will a similar mistake be made in reference to
the daughters now nearly full grown? My,
Chamberlain, and probabi .

y Mr. Balfour, realize

that this is a question of the immediate future,
but the leisure with which it is approached as
yet gives small promise of its speedy settiement.

THE “PEACE" OF DOMESTIO SERVICE.®

Mr. Carnegie has certainly been a fortunate
man. Persons who envy him his wealth or his
power to do good must feel that those are, after
all, among the Jlesser blessings of one who
through a long life has had the happy ex-
perience of domestic peace which enabled him
to write thus to the National Civic Federation:

We should always remember with satisfaction
that peace reigns In six-sevenths of the indus-
trial world. There are only seven out of twen-
ty-two millions engaged in gainful pursuite, in
mechanical and manufacturing occupations.
Now, we hear nothing of war in the agricultural
branch, which of itself has more than ten mill-
fons of workers. The farmer and his farmhands
co-operate peacefully and their relations are sat-
isfactory, as we safely infer from the absence
of quarrei between them. In domestlie service,
comprising five and one-half millions, all is
peace. Perhaps in this department the relations
of employer and employed are most satisfactory
of all. How very few are the homes with ser-
vante in which we do not find several old retain-
ers, old nurses or old butlers, old coachmen, old
gardeners, who pass their old age in comfort as
part of the household and valued friends!

These facts lead us to the cause of much of the
tension and strife found in the manufacturing
and mechanical departinents. It rests just here.
The former bring in the personal equation, and
into the latter nowadays that scarcely enters.
It is these personal relations, the knowledge of
the virtues of the emplover and employed re-
vealed to each other, creating mutual regard,
that establish the reign of peace in agricultural
and domestic service.

“The reign of peace In domestic service”! It
is a relgn of peace which suggests Tacitus's
phrase about those who make a desert and call
it peace. A limited number of families have had
Mr. Carnegle's experience with the “old retain-
ers.” But from millions of American homes goes
up a continual cry over the hopelessly unsatis-
factory condition of domestic service. Those
who have many servants and pay high prices
may receive satisfaction, but the domestic labor
in the great majority of Amerlcar homes is irre-
sponsible and only half competent.

There are, indeed, no organized strikes on the
farm or in the kitchen. Nevertheless, these two
fields of employment are, for both employers
and employes, in an unsatisfactory state. The
farm hand or house servant who is dissatisfied
moves on to another place, so there is no occa-
sion for the strike or the boycott. But both of
these callings are unpopular with workers.

Domestic and farm labor are, of all employ-
ments, least transformed to meet modern condl-
tions. What course evolution will take with
them it would be rash to predict, but certainly
some change will come. Some way must be
found to make the farm attractive to intelligent
men and the household attractive to faithful
women. The patriarchal plan’ which still sur-
vives is an evident failure for the majority, but
necessary farm and household conditions are ill
adapted to any yet discovered substitute.

TEXAS AND CALIFORNIA OIL.

A queer but not necessarily fabulous story
comes from Texas. In one of the new oil flelds
near Houston there is said to have been an
astonishing outbreak several days ago. The
petroleum was forced from existing wells with
Increased violence and with a deafening roar.
It is asserted that rocks were ejected with the
fluid, that they wrecked adjacent buildings on
which they fell, that fissures in the ground
opened and permitted the exudation of mud
and that the alr was filled with phosphorescent
vapors, which made an imposing spectacle at
night.

As most of the testimony comes from a
person having an interest in booming one of
several oil producing regions in the Lone Star
State, it would be safe to discount the narra-
tive a little, but it {s not intrinsically fmproba-
ble. It is credible that the pressure upon a
subterranean reservoir of oil had been augment-
ed suddenly by an event closely akin to an
earthquake. FPrecedents for such an oceurrence
might be hard to find, but until geologists say
that it is absurd the possibility may be taken
for granted, especially as the unusual demon-
strations apparently lasted less than an hour.
Besides, partial corroboration of the story is
afforded by the officers of a steamship which
arrived in New-York Harbor from Galveston
last week. The San Jaeinto, while a hundred
and fifty miles south of New-Orleans recently,
ran through an extensive film of oil. Some c;t
her crew report seeing what they took to be
petroleum bubbling upward on the surface from
below. The fncident 18 susceptible of more
than one interpretation, but it is permissible to
belleve that it was in some mysterious manner
related to the strange outbreak near Houston
several days afterward.

These developments will remind the reader
of the first startling discoveries of petrolenm
in the Southwest a few years ago and the re-
markable growth of the production there with-
in a short time. They also furnish ocecasion for
noticing how much more marvellous has been
the gain in the output of the Pacific Coast. Ac-
cording to the United States Geological Sur-
vey, the yleld in Texas for 1903 was nearly
18,000,000 barrels, but was a trifie smaller
than that of 1802. California last year pro-
duced more than 24,000,000 barrels, and showed
an increase of fully 10,000,000! At different
times in the past Pennsylvania, West Virginia
and Ohio have enjoyed the honor of supplying
the largest share of America’'s petroleum. Last
year every one of them, like Texas, showed a
falling off, while California took the foremost
place! A single county, Kern, contributed 74
per cent of the ofl of that State, and hence
was entitled to three-fourths of the glory. By
her enormous production of gold and sih:er. h:y
her agricultural wealth, by her giant redwoods
and by her wonderful scenery California has
long excited the admiration of the world, but
it looks as if she had other amazing resources

in reserve which are only now coming into
view,

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

Stock market operations of late have been
sufficiently erratic to gratify the most inveterate
gambler, but are not calculated to Cevelop con-
fldence among conservative men. New-York
financial methods have suffered in the eyes of
the world, and it will take a perfod of sober ear-
nestness to regain the reputation for solldity
that American securities had attained in inter-
national markets. It matters not whether the
collapse was directly due to the attack of one
man, or whether he was used by bigger men to
accomplish a definite purpose, or whether the
previous advance had so inflated quotations
that the market was susceptible to any adverse
influence; the fact remalns that prices collapsed
violently for no apparent reason, recovered a
laurge part of the loss. and then went still lower
by such large fluctuations that only those specu-
lators who were well protected were able to sur-
vive the second downward movement. After
such a demonstration it was not at a1 sur-
prising that prices developed frregularity and
the market became dull. Confidence had been
fmpaired. With rallway earnings consistently
showing good gains over the corresponding time
last year, despite the fact that the St. Louls
exposition 1s over, it i8 evident that the earn-
ing capacity of the various properties has not
suffered, and the large orderg recently placed
for roliing stock and equipment indicate that
there is confidence in a large volume of business
next year. Yet the general pyblic may view
Wall Street askance for ome time to come.

Considering the erratic povements of the
stock market and the resumption of gold ex-
ports, the money market has remained remark-
ably easy. To some extent the liquidation of
securities accounts for the heavy contraction of
loans in the aesociated bank gtatement, to which
was due the gratifying gain jn surplus reserva.

A large consignment of ourrency went to the
Pacifio Coast, and all the gold bars In the
Assay Office were engaged for shipment
abroad, while a considerable amount Wwas
taken in cofn for foreign zecount. While it Ia
true that rates of forelgn exchange shifted in
the direction of a profit for shippers, it s still
probable that the last few exports of gold were
accomplished only on special terms, dictated
by the urgency c? requirements abroad. Gross
gold in the government vaults was drawn down
to $700,000,000, but there still appears to
be a sufficlent supply of the yellow metal to
prevent any anxlety. Meanwhile the month of
December has brought a slight balance on the
right elde on regular Treasury operations, re-
ducing the deficlt for the fiscal vear to $24,-
000.000.

Holiday goods still monopolize attention in the
varlous retail markets. The effect of weather
upon business has been very different in vari-
ous parts of the country, but on the whole there
is a seasonable movement of heavy weight ap-
parel, fuel and similar llnes, and the volume
is distinctly larger than for the corre-
sponding time last year, which is clearly
shown by the large gains in bank ex-
changes through the various clearing houses.
At this time of the year and during the next
few weeks there is usually much interruption
to business through stock taking and Invento-
ries and repairs of machinery; but owing
to the unusual quiet that prevalled early
in the year it is not llkely that conditions will
call for as much attention as usual on these
accounts, and as there is every Indication of a
large volume of trade in 1805, vigorous efforts
will be made to push work rapidly and make the
holiday season as short as possible. In view of
the fact that there has been a good deal of idle-
ness durine the year, full occupation will proba-
bly be welcomed by all classes of wage earners,
Reports from Fall River suggest that the con-
troversy there will be settled shortly, and aside
from this struggle there is comparatively little
friction between capital and labor.

A little better movement of wheat at the At-
lantio seaboard indicates that orices declined
low enough to attract some foreign purchasing,
but the domestic situation has not improved,
Northwestern flour mills grinding below normal,
and there {s much complaint of the accumula-
tion on raliroad docks and In storehouses,
While the price has declined very materially
from the top point of the season, there is still
such a wide excess above normal that even
domestic consumers postpone purchases as far
as possible, As dealers have stocked up suffi-
clently to carry them over the holidays, the mill-
ing situation cannot be expected to change
until next year. Gradual improvement in corn
expc~ts is not sufficlent to neutralize the effects
of rapldly expanding receipts, and the tone of
this cereal is also unsettled. Provislons are
slightly easier, as might be expected with hog
packing at the West averaging about 100,000
head weekly more than in 1903. Speculators
who were long of cotton have tried to persuada
planters to hold on to their crop, but the time
is not propitious, because holiday money is
needed. Some recovery from eight cents may
occur, however, because the decline was proba-
bly carried to excess, as is usual in such cases.

Another week has greatly improved the man-
ufacturing outlook, except where the elements
interfere. Dealers In most lines are preparing
for a large business next year, which results i{n
great activity at mills and factories. As a rule,
woollen mills have sufficient raw material to
carry them several months, but the prospect for
higher prices is such that manufacturers are
constantly in the market attending to future
needs. Cotton mills at the Scuth are generally
weil occupied, but Fall River operatives are re-
turning slowly, and buyers of cotton goods are
tempted to wait for still lower prices. Fewer
contracts are being recelved by New-England
manufacturers of boots and shoes, because of
the small advance in price made necessary by
the recent change in raw material. Not only
were pig iron producers able to maintain the
former advance, but quotations have gained 50
cents more, and large purchases are recorded
by the leading consumer. Mills that have been
idle for many months are starting up, and the
industry 1s in a better position than at any re-
cent date,

The prevailing feeling in the Republican party
{s, we belicve, favorable to conservative tarift
revision, but if some of our free trade friends
want to defeat the movement they will have a
fair chance by urging it as a warfare against
protection.

-

The old “Lion of the Transvaal,” as shown by
his political testament to the people he led so
long, died unconquered and unconquerable, and
in his last message endeavored to inspire his
former fellow countrymen with his own spirit.
If they follow his advice the era of good will
will be a long time coming, and its eventual
arrival can only be accomplished by just and en-
lightened treatment and policies. That such a
course in the end will win, as it has long ago
won in our own Southland, is the hope of the
new rulers of South Africa,

————

There is still a Kossuth in Hungary, and he
is right in the centre of the varliamentary tem-
pest. Is history once more to repeat itself?

S B

Mr. Howells, writing from an Itallan olive
grove, says he is sick of sunshine and of calms
and would lke to see “a naked elm tree shud-
dering in a good old northeasterly storm.” And
those who sea the el tree and shudder like it
in the storm think of Italian sunshine and
olive groves with a slgh. Such is life!

———

This is the week when delayed Christmas
shoppers give clerks their annual lesson in the
strenuous life.

e

According to the census returns, St. Joseph,
Mo., is the healthiest city in the United States,
its death rate being only 9.1 In a thousand.
Wil St. Joseph kindly disclose its valuable se-
cret?

T .

Keep up the good work of revoking permita
of milk dealers whose product falls in any way
below the standard, Dr. Darlington!

s

King Edward seems to have formally recog-
nized that this is the age of steel. His new seal
is of steel, Instead of silver, according to Immae-
morial custom.

St -

Teachers of cooking classes in tenement house
kitchens say that about 90 per cent of their
pupils are Germans. anl that Swedes and Irish
follow next, with only now and then an Amert-
can. Possibly this may represent about the
proper percentage as to the nationalities in the
tenement houses; but it 1s at lJeast significant
that Germans lead. The Germans are great
homemakers.

PERSONAL.

The uniform of the President of the French Re-
publte, designed by the master tailors of Paris, is
to consist of a coat “a la Francalse, embroidered
iu gold, trousers with an embroidered stripe and
a three cornered hat. Similar Costumes are sug-
gested for the president of the Senate and the
president of the ('m\m!:er ":"D‘D\'llhl. That for

. o State i1s w e,
clalrmtf::‘es:e::t;hmua and for the ‘g:el'l':laen‘:r?:dte::
Chamber red.” Thus when the three officials stand
together on any public occasion they wi)) present
the natlonal colors.

“I have heard many 806d storles on Governor At-
kinson of Georgia, who served the Btate from 195
to 1899, but the best one I heard not g jgng time
ago,” sald W, M. Miller, of Savannah, o a “Mil-
waukee Sentinel” reporter.  “Durlng gne of his
visits to a convict camp he called gt one of the
coal mines to make a thorough inspection of the
condition of the convicts At work, Tywq guards

— —

to the bottom of the shaft, an

:vero b everything of interest. Finally,
LA e (he party. sppioadied. the
'm:;o::,l' eu.ontoltlnnnnhexup‘ndldﬂ:
Atki as sure as you are alive, [ never
expected to see vou here. t did they send !::

here for?” It was one of the men he
since childhood.”

Bishop Mallalien, who has just passed his seven-
ty-sixth birthday, IS one of the hardest workers
among churchmen. Aside from his dutles as
bishop, he Is writing a book, “Moses, the Man of
God,” is at work on a long article on Dante's
“Divine Comedy,” in which the religious attitude
of that author will be compared with that of Mil-
ton and Shakespeare, and is prepari three vol-
umes of translations of the sermons of the French
Protestant, Bersier.

King Edward has given to the monks of the
Great St. Bernard Monastery a piano to replace
the one given by his mother half a century ago.

A pension has been granted by the government
of Sweden to Plerre Ibsen, brother of the drama-
tist. He is a lghthouse keeper.

The small prejudice against color in England Is
exhibited in the case of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor,
a mulatto, who Is hailed as “a great English com-
poser,” and at the Leeds musical festival not long

ago led an orchestra of 140 performers with an

Immense chorus. Taylor married an English-

woman and has two children. a boy and a girl

'{:;y latter is a blonde, with blue eyes and flaxen
r.

E. W. Hoch, Governor-elect of Kansas, published
the following notice on the first page of his paper,
“The Marion Record,'"” last week: *“As the editor

of this per will leave Marion temporarily in a
few weeks, he is especlally anxious to settle up
with every one who owes him and whom he owes
before he leaves. Won't all our debtors kindly
respond to this request at once? We are sure
those we owe will!—E. W. Hoch.”

Judge A. B. Dissetts, who retired from the bench
of the Court of Common Pleas, in Cleveland, when
his term expired recently, purposes to devote the
rest of his lifa to giving frees advice and aid to
those unable to pay for legal services. “Ten years
on the bench,” he says, “have shown me the neces-
3ity of such a practical philanthrophy. The poor

man undoubtedly !s at a great disadvantage In
court because of his Inability to engage competent
counsel, and I know of no way which a lawyver
can do more good than in remedying this un-
avoldable defect as much as lies in his power.”

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Here s a bit of wisdom from ths English bench.
“I used to regard motor cars as nuisances,’” said
Judge Lumley Smith, in the City of London Court
the other day, when a man whose car damaged the
parapet of a bridge at Hendon and who, with two
“ friends, was precipitated into the water was or-
dered to pay a fine for its repair.

“I hope you don't think so now,” sa!d tha defend-
ant.

“It all depends,”” was the judge’'s reply. “If 1
:m In a motor I don't, but when I am walking I

o

THE CALENDAR.
A lMttle bit of sunshine,
A little bit of snow,
A little heap of autumn leaves
Where roses used to grow,
A littls bit of darkness,
And a little bit of dav,
A smile and then a sigh
For little pleasures passed away.

A little bit of folly
And a little bit of sense,
A little bit of saving
And a little wild expense;
A little bit of sorrow
And a little bit of cheer,
A little bit of waiting
And we've rounded ont tha vear.
—(Washington Star.

A curious question has arisen in the Maina courts.
Last winter several important cases were trled at
the January session for Androscoggin County and
marked “law court.” Immedlately after the term
ended the court stenographer dled, and no one
can be found who can translate his notes, because

¢ his peculiar system of shorthand. Must they
be retried, and, if so, at whose expense?

Changed His Mind.—A tramg. dirty and ragged to
the last degree, called at a house on the door of
which was a doctor's sign. A large, rather mas-
culine looking woman opened the door.

“"Scuse me, lady,"” said the tramp, “but I just
called to ask if the doctor had any old clothes he'q
let me have. You see, I'm kind o' bad off fer all
kind o' ciothes, an’ I'd be much obleeged fer any-
thing the doctor could let me have, an’ I ain't per-
tickler as to the fit."”

The woman smil-d, and made reply:

“I am the doctor.”

“Sufferin’ Moses!" ejaculated the tram as he
nim.du a beeline fur the gate.—(Lippincotts Maga-
zine.

“The Booster,” of Brimson (Mo.), describes the
first wedding celebrated in that metropolls as fol-
lows: “The first wedding of a Brimson person in
Brimson occurred Monday evening, when Miss Mary
Salyars and John Mack were married at the resi-
dence of the bride's parents, in North Hannah-ave.
(Brimson), at high 7 o'clock. They were married by
the beautiful silver dollar ceremony, the presiding
officer, Judge Seymour Oyler. Instructing the groom
to present that much of the fea to the bride. The
bride wore a blue dress with skirt of three gores,
tastefully trimmed In brass buttons, and later
entertained the company by singing unaided that
beautiful ballad entitied ‘The boy who broke tha
Sabbath and got into the penitentiary.” The bride
has lived here only a short time and has made many
friends. The groom !s an industrious young man,
and ‘The Booster’ wishes them great happiness.
They are visiting at Tindall, but Mr. Mack may
join his father-in-law in the blacksmithing busi-
ness here.”

The Color of It.—Towne—Now that young Rakeley
has come in for his uncle’s millions, I supposas he'll
paint things a vivid red.

Browne—Yes, 1 guess he'll be a regular vermil-
llonaire.—-(Philadelphia Press.

A London cabman had brought suit agalnst a
woman for not paying the legal fare, and his con-
stant remark was, “She aln't a lady.” “Deo you
know a lady when you see one?" asked the judge.
“I do, yer honor. Last week a lady gave me a
sov'rin instead of a shillin’, and I called: ‘Beg
pardon, madam, I've got a sov'rin instead of a
shillin, and she shouts back: “Well, you old fool,
keep the change and get drunk with it!" That's wot
I calls a Jady!"”

THE PATH OF PROGRESS

[Luther Burbank, of California, has perfected a fade-
less flower. ]

The horseies§ carrlage whizzes by,
With puff and dash and slam;

Through every breath of ours may fly
A wireless telegram;

The scedless raisin on the plate
We joyfully devour;

Things are perfected while we wait—
Here comes the fadeless flower,

The coreless apple is announced;
The whipless school is here—

No scholar any more is trounced
By teacher kind and dear;

The scentless onion now is grown—
Improvement every hour

Into the scheme of things i{s thrown:
Behold the fadeless flower!

The jokeless comedy we see.
The tailless horse we drive;

The honey served to you and me
Comes from a beeless hive;

Buckwheatless buckwheat cakes we eat,
And gather strengthless power;

Some new thing every day we greet—'
Observe the fadeless flower,

Oh, would they freeze some meltless ice;
Or make some footless gas,
Or furnish coal without a price—
Fate is unkind. alas!
Henceforth the malden fair to sea
Will grow reserved and sour,
And say: “Bring withered blooms to me-
No cheap old fadeless flower!"
—(Chicago Tribune.

“The Philadelphia Ledger" tells of two women of
that town who had been on a tour of the country
and were discussing thelr expenses. “One hears
strange stories about Chicago,” said one, *“but I
never believed half of them until 1 went there a
while ago on a visit. Will you believe, my dear,
that I went to dinner where there was a little sii-
ver trumpet beside each soup plate?' “What were
they for?" inquired the other. *“I didn't know at
first, but T found out later that they were called
‘soup coolers,' and were used for blowing the
soup!"” sald the travelled one.

DIRECTLY OFPPOSITE.

They say that opposites shou'd wed:
Too much alike, you'll clash;
An.ﬂ so I'm looking for a girl
Possessed of lots of cash!
—(Lippincott's Magaszine,

An almost unparalleled circumstance is noted in
the lives of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Jones, of John-
son, Vi, who passed the sixtleth anniversary of
thelr marrlage December 5. Not once in their
marrled life has death entered the home ecircle.
Their fiva children are all living, also their grand-
children and one great-grandson.

. o
"’l"‘“f‘t’ ::g‘ 431"2::.57,—_ She comes

“I saw no portraits of ancestors in her house.™
hv\:ﬂﬁ!’r\:‘e. ’l‘hq is not the American mode. In
pe;““c" ¥ eposit vault she has the vermiform ap-

of an old and Als-

no fewer than four
eserved

direct line, o '-‘.nmzonn in the

In alcobol.

: MUSIC.

The Symphony Orchestra,

For the third of his concerts with the New.
Symphony Orchestra in Carnegie Hall
afternoon Mr. Walter Damrosch enlistéd the cge
operation of M. Ysaye, and had his reward. Though
ordinary concert prices prevalled, the large room
was crowded, and M. Ysaye's playing called fo
unbounded enthusiasm. He played Beethoven'y
concerto in his best manncr, by which s meant nog
a manner that is flawless, but one so permeateq
with lofty beautles that its defects are forgotten
as soon as they are observed. He was much more
at ease than on the occasion of his first appeap.
ance and played the whole concerto with opuleng
tone, the siow movement with seraphlc serenity anq
the final rondo with great breadth and vigor. Altee
gether, he has put nothing better to his record g
this city.

Mr. Damrosch began the concert with Mozart'g
one act comedy with muslec, “Der Schauspleldis
rektor,” and followed the concerto with Tschaikows
sky's “Pathetic” symphony. It fell to him to introe
duce the symphony in America, and his Interess in
it Is therefore pardonable. Neverthicss, therg
seems to be danger of overworking the Tschalkow.

sky cult this season. The Philkarmonic Soclety hag
already produced one of his symphonies. and hae
another and tke violin concerto underiined fir the
next concert under the Russian conductor Sa

noft,
1ue”
with which he created a furor last seasan at

In all likelihood he will repeat the “Pathat

th
fifth concert. What with these performances -.n_.:
the pieces on the list of the Russian ony
Soclety, there 1s just a little danger that T Kowe
sky's music will soon begin to grow thre are
An Interesiing contribution to the history of the
sixth symphony is contained in e ¢ fing
chapter of the blography of the ¢ wWritten
by his brother, Modest Tschaikows rom this
it appears that the title epithet “Pathetic” 44 not
originate with the composer. and was

adopted by him for a time, it
the publication of the work
appoars, first contemplated calling
Symphony,” but inasmuch as he stubbernly :
to divulge what the programme was
the ineptness of the term. His bl
“When [ came to break?

morning after the symn
formance) 1 found Peter

was ¢

table with the score of th phc iz

hand. He had agreed to send it to Jurgenson in
Moscow on that day, and he was ponder.ng om
a titla for it. He did not want to leave it unnamed
and designated only by a number, and he,was oug
of conceit with the title ‘Programme Symphony.*
‘What significance has programme symphony If
refuse to tell what the programme Is” [ proposed
that it be called ‘Tragic Symp v," but that ai4

not please him. I left the room befors he had n
to a decision. Suddenly the ti oceurred
to me. I returned to the room—I remember it as
istinetly as if it had happenad yesterday—and mene.
tioned it to Peter Iljitsch. Modl! Brav
Pathetlc® And in my prasence ha wrote the titla
which has clung to it ever since After he had
sent the scora to the publisher, Jurgenson

e "Pathetic

‘Excellent

ever, he wrcte a letter asking that the sy
be simply designated as No &

The Mozart overture, a bright and merry littlg
plece, proved to be an interesting novelty

g
¥

concluding number of the programmsa
temps’'s “Ballade and Polonaise”
orchestra,

A PLAYFUL SPEECH
At a banquet ) r
given by the Lord Ma
ber 39, at the Town K
delivered the fo
of his early
struggle:

BY IRVING.

in honer eof » 4

and of the most
have been good e
associations

=

pany. Perhaps I v
year 1) as to ar
were to take., In
Liverpool, and playe
old Theatre Royal
again and did
James's Hall, in

somelr
Lime-
man s sometimes very progp
often seems to him in after y
see a long way ahead. But [ ¢
phetic eye saw me across the
St. James's Hall from t b
in Lime-st.

people did, or
ing me to w
total lack of E
must have Indulged at that e i
airy speculation. There was nothir
dulge in—but I am inclined
came down to the Exchange flag
look at the Town Hall, and said ¢
there's a capital lunch and there
good company there for
from now!" To the uneasy

there came in that year 5
in the shape of a six 1«
Princa of Wales Theatr
From that time dates t.
always found in Liverpoo QUIags )
above all to my oid friend Sir Edward R
one of the very finest critics of th
country has ever krnown. Sir Edwa
refutation of the old-fashioned noti
a man gives his mind to the drama
nothing else and should be wa

arxiety by his friends, Yes, you !
example of this truth in Livery
should not call a sentimental e

community; not a city where m n
ing for Utopla. And I am tempted
mora]l In favor of a municipal theatre.
This is now a prétty old hobby of min
I don't get the opportunity every da
its paces to the Lord Mayor of Liver
proceed to ride it for the rest of th
Don't be alarmed! 1 content 1
you & glimpse of the hig
it is still high-spirited, in s
and while I have breath I
out to grass. I take lea
associating the responsibiliti
with an active interest in
playhouse for the intell
fellow-citizens. [ say no
that there i3 evidenth
Town Hall for that hosp
the anxieties of thes:
offenco to the ratepaye
young recruit in the mur
bright promise of that p
to-day. I take this great
pald me as a tribute to dra
pursuit. [ use the word
ence without any fear of mi
it §s sometimes assumed tl E
ure of humorous accident and

any solid purpese., I have r
in the course of a long
it may have achieved, 0

T

pretty steady toil. I \ wursed
bition to make the drama an appeal o Ta%
nation—a means of lifting us to & higher
feeling without losing touch th the rea
life. That is the true funecti
function which can be ewercised
any playgoer of his legitl
drama has ity moods of
also has the mood for
artistic devotion from its inte
spirit I have labored, howeve:
am very grateful for the re
the good fortune to win from
of Liverpcol

? the toe
witt

e

SENATOR PLATT HERE.

To Work for the Re-clection of
Senator Depe

Senator Thomas C. Platt arrl e city
yesterday afterncon and went (ot F.ith AV
nue Hotel. When ha was sean last night M
was averse to talking for publication. & s@&&™

ment of his attitude, however s gives ®
a dispateh from Washington in Ssl“r‘i‘,‘ft
Tribune. He is a sturdy ad te of ?.‘r'.
ator Chauncey M. Depew, and in the ‘.I!‘!‘
that he is hera he will do everythind hit
his power to assure the re-election of 8%
colleague. The Sepator will remain here “’_‘i
Congress reconvenes after the holidays u\,
while here he will urge all his ds N';tt:‘
by Mr. Depew. Although Mr. ¥ would =3
nothing for publication yesterday, he seems

much in earnest as he talked of Senator IN!‘:"'
Governor Odell, who went to Newburg yest “

day. will be back early this week. and it 18 e

pected that he will then have a talk with "'n"_

tor Platt regarding the situation. uowmm

etect Higgins may be down at the end of ¢

week, and a general conference ol leaders

all parts of the State will be held to ¢@

the organization of the legislature, the elec

of a United States Senator and other matters

’ —_——

E. G. BLACKFORD SERIOUSLY ILL

Eugene G. Blackfonl, who has aa extensive
business in the Fulton Market and is one of
best known citizens of Breoklyn, is seriously
his home, No. T St. Mark's-ave., that
For two years he has been sulfering from b o
trouble, and several days ago had a severe
Last night it was satd that his condition was gome
what improved. Mr. Blackford has heen prom
in financial affairs, was the founder and
of the Bedford Bank. He is president of
misston for the Improvement of Atlan




