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Amusements.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC-2 -8 Wizard of O=.
AMERICAN —2—8:150—Down the Fike.
BELASCO—2—%:15—The Music Master.
BLIOU—2:208:25-Mrs. Black Is Back.
BROADWAY-—Closed this week.
CARNEGIE HALL—S$:10—Concert
<. v Teazle.
Vaudeviile.

CRITERION —2—%:80—A Wife Without a Smile
BAEY MreEE Word In W

N MUSEE—Wor n Wax
EMPI 2—% 30 —The Duke of Killicrankie
FOURTEENTH

STREET THEATRE —2—8—Tom Moore.
GAIDEK-—S—’—_G ‘:3\—1';\0 (;ollc::m Vﬁ"l:.ow.

GARRICK — - 15—Brother 3 g
HAMMERSTEIN'S VICTORIA—2-—8:15—Vaudeville.
HARLEM—2:16—%:16—Joseph Entangled.

HERALD SQUARE—2—8:10—The School Girl.

ON—2- -8 20 —Sunday. .
KNICKERBOCKER—2:15—8:15—The Tsurper-
LEW FIELDS —2-8—1t H ed in Nordland

f—2-—8:20—Little Johnnie Jone&.

LIBERTY 2 G

LYCEUM—2:15—8:30—Mra. Gorringe's Necklace.

LYRIC—2—%:15—The Fortunes of the Km{. \

MAJESTIO—2—8:16—Dorothy Vernon of Haddon Hal
ATTAN —2—8:15—Leah Kieschna.

MADISON sql‘.\dm;:,’ k(:ARLvEN«.\uon to Midnight—8t.
uis Fair an - :
m"ﬁ)‘mu’mx OPERA HOUSE—2—L'Elisir d'Amore

—8—Fidelio
N ~AMSTERDAM —2-8:15—Hompty Dumpty
N - YORK —2—%&:15—~Woodland.
INCESS—2—8:156—Richelien
:2"(\7_-2—4::1:.44". Wiggs of the Cabbage Pateh
WALLACK'S—2—8:20—The Sho-Gun
WERBER MUSIC HALL—2—8—Vaudeviile
WEST END—S8:15—The Sign of the Four
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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.
FOREIGN. —Advices from Russian and Jap-
snese sources reported the usual skirmishes
gouth of the Shakhe River, but the general

situation was unchanged; some Russlan slege
guns had advanced their positions four miles.
——— Jt was reported in St. Petersburg that
Grand Duke Viadimir would be appointed Presi-
dent of the Council of the Emplre. A Heu-
tenant and thirty-seven enlisted men of a2 de-
tachment of Filipinos were ambushed and killed
in Samar; two thousand natives were reported
besieging Dolores, and an urgent request for aid
was sent. -~ The French Minister at Tangler
has been Instructed to withdraw all Frenchmen
from the capital, and vigorous action 'wul be
taken if the Suitan refuses an explanation and
reparation. ——= The French force of occupa-
tion mear Timbuctoo is reported to have suf-
fered a serious reverse near that city.
After a stormy debate in the French Chamber
on the spying system the government was sus-
tained by a fair majority. —— Countess Mon-
1ignoso, formerly Crown Princess of Saxony, is
etill at Leipsic; it is reported that her allowance
of $7,500 will be revoked.
DOMESTIC.—Secretary Hay's note to the
powers, suggesting a further exchange of views
in regard to a second peace conference at The
Hague, was made public at the State Depart-
ment. ——=— President Roosevelt will devote the
holidays to rest and recreation, transacting only
husiness of the most pressing impertance.
Governor Van Sant of Minnesota announced his
candidacy for the United States Senate. ——
Requisition papers for Dr. Chadwick were 18-
sued by Uhlo authorities. President Hugh-
itt of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad
attacked FPresident Roosevelt's rallroad plans.
The érouth in Western Pennsylvania as-
eumed serious proportions; two towns were par-
tlally destreyed by fire through lack of water.
=——— Justice Willlam J. Gaynor at the New-
England Society dinner at Poughkeepsie advo-
cated that the federal government should ap-
poir _he general freight agent of every railroad
a8 & remedy for unjust freight rates. It
was sald in Albany that the liquor dealers’ cor-
ruption fund weas supposed to stay in the liguor
agents’ own pockets. = 1t was announced at
Bufalo that the thirteen rallroads entering the
city had offered to build a station to cost
£15.000,0600 ———= Heavy loss was caused by fire
in Sioux City, lowa, which late last evening was
raging unchecked in the business district of the
clty., =———=— A legislative line-up published in
“The Albany Evening Journal,” the newspaper
of William Barnes, ir., gave Senator Depew 69
votes, ex-Governor Black 49 and 22 doubtful.
CITY.—Stocks dull and strong. =——— Charles
F. Dodge arrived from Texas and was taken to
Police Headquarters. ——= A dinner was given
for Dr. Henry van Dyke at the Lotos Club.
Thomas F. Lawson issued no more mani-

festoes. ——— Jt was announced that Kingdon
Could would return to Columbia; four sopho-
mores were suspended, ———— The jury in the
Patterson murder trial falled to agree, and were
discharged. ——— The Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott
gave out a formal stetement regarding his re-
cert sermon. ———— The plans of the New-York

Central Raillroad for a bigger Grand Central
Station were made public. The Appellate
Division said the application should be granted
for six new raiiroads for The Bronx, ——=
Many individuals and charitable organizations
made plans for glving good cheer to the needy
on Christmas Day. ——=— Company K of the Tth
Regiment celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.
n explosion at Fourth-ave. and Thirtieth-
st. caused much excitement. =——= Wall Street
firms gave fat cash Chrisimas gifts to their em-
ployes, ——— A thief who has come to be known
as the *parlor window"” burglar was captured
by a private watchman in Brooklyn.
THE WEATHER.—Indications

Fair and much colder.
day:

for to-day:
C The temperature yvester-
Highest, 40 degrees; lowest, 33.

BEGINNING THE

BARGE CANAL.

The bids that bave been opened for the barge
canal work not only reflect great credit on the
engineering force that made the estimates on
which the people were led to approve the proj-
ect, but aiso on the present public officlals who
have, in the light of experience, safeguarded the
State treasury. It is evident that under Gov-
ernor Odell the greatest pains have been taken
to avoid the mistakes which made the $0.000,000
improvement €o wasteful and unsatisfactory,
sand there is every prospect that under Governor
Higglns the work will be prosecuted with econ-
omy and extreme care to prevent abuses.

The former improvement was handicapped by
an initial misiaka of estimates. The work pro-
Jected could not bave been economically done
for the amount announced to the people. That
was partly due to ignorance and partly, we fear,
to unwillingness on the part of some commercial
interests agitating for the enlargement to dis-
cuss the plan in all its seriousness for fear of
frizhtening the voters. Then the system of un-
balanced bids for classified excavation opened
the door to enormous charges for unfigured
work. It also opened the door to disputes as to
the character of excavation, like that which
arose in the recent campaign concerning the
Furnaceville payments. These dangers have
been guarded egainst on the new work. The
State Engineer and the Advisory Board have
plans so complete that the contractcrs have of-
fered to do the work item by item just about on
thelr estimates. No future question about rock
or earth excavation is to cause trouble uid loss
10 the State. The bids are put In for excavation
ou specified sections regardless of the material.
This might be expected to raise the bids, and
doubtless would have done so but for the exist-
ence of careful profiles and cross sections and
other data which give contractors a pretty ac-
curate idea of what they are to encounter. Up.
iess the plans are altered and the route changed
the bids for any section essure the State of its
completion for the sum named without a chance
for extras. The “Engineering News,” after
carefully considering the subject, gives this
opinion:

The no-classification method

objections, amon hich owing:
It does not auufn': wchl:r;\:h.cu‘:&atonloog:
-Mweanhwdmemkmnwmgq.

has its obvious

arately; (2) in case of any change of alignment
and grade, involving different proportions of
rock and earth, there is no unit price in the con-
tract that can be used; (3) in making the month-
ly estimates the engweer is apparently forced
to allow the excavation bidding price regardless
of the kind of material excavated, resulting in
the payment of an unduly high price for the
first work done—the earth stripping.

Offsetting these objections in this particular
case we have: (1) The State Engineer is de-
pendent upon none of his many subordinates
for the proper interpretation of a classification
clause; (2) there can be no lawsuit arising from
the Interpretation of a clagsification clause, and
(3) neither the judgment nor the integrity of
the engineering department can be assalled in
respect to excavation classification.

On the whole, therefore, it approves the
method, and it finds that the prices have not
been increased by the plan. This is a most en-
couraging outlook. There is nd doubt that a
great majority of the people want to see an en-
larged canal suited to the needs of modern com-
merce, and one of the chief objections of the
minority to the project was the fear that it
would not be wisely and honestly carried out,
but would entail an enormous uncontemplated
outlay. Such practieal skill and good sense as
are now being shown in the initiation of the
work go far to disarm fears, though they should
not diminish popular vigilance.

LEARNING WISDOM.

That the protests against the granting of a
perpetual franchise for the crosstown branch
tunnel under Ninth-st. were timely and judicious
{s shown by the faet that the Rapid Transit
Comiission has vielded to them and stipulated
that the tunnel property may be taken over by
the city at an assessed valuation after twenty-
five years. Thus the Sixth-ave. line and the
crosstown brauch are put on the'same satisfac-
tory basis, excepting for a small space near the
river, which is properly a terminal. This trans-
action marks the progress which the city has
made within a comparatively short period in
dealing with the privileges which it has to be-
stow. Tne people do not need to be reminded
of the immensely valuable franchises which the
municipality has virtually given away in time
past. The evidence of such profligacy abounds
on every hand. It is safe to say that New-York
ought to be deriving, from the multifarious
rights in the streets which it has surrendered
almost gratuitously as fast as they were asked
for, a revenue large enough to have made the
burdens of government light.

Of course, it would not be fair to complain of
such losses without due consideration of the fact
that the use of all these franchises has con-
tributed greatly to that metropolitan develop-
ment which now permits terms favorable to
the taxpapers to be exacted from the promoters
of new afterprises. As they think of the vast
profits which the first subway is sure to produce
during a long lease, the people are naturally dis-
posed to regret the conditions of the contract,
and the assertion is sometimes heard that if
the commission had shown a stiffer temper cap-
ital would have adopted a different attitude
without much longer delay. But it is easy to be
wise after the event, and it ought not to be for-
gotten in this day of eager competition for un-
derground franchises that the commission long
searched in vain for men courageous enough to
accept what it had to offer, even on the terms
which are now deemed too liberal. It is an un-
denlable fact that the Manhattan and Metropoli-
tan companles—great corporations which were
avaricious of new privileges and could command
ample resources—abandoned negotiations which
they found they could not conclude to suit them-
selves. It is not improbable that if the commis-
sion had beld off a year or two longer the eyes
of capitalists would have been opened to the
opportunity which was going begging; but many
years had already elapsed, the demand for ad-
ditional transportation facilities grew constantly
louder, and the commission was dally urged to
do something or else retire from the field.

But even though the flrst subway contract
might have been more satisfactory to the tax-
payers if it had been delayed a short time, it
has led to a clear comprehension of the value
of simllar franchises, imbuing the public and,
we think, the commission with a determination
t0 make good bargains hereafter. The Sixth-
ave. and Ninth-st. tunnels agreeably illustrate
the new vlew which has come to prevail, and it
may reasonably be hoped that a still more strik-
Ing Hlustration will result from the competition
of the Interborough and Metropolitan companies
for the East Side subway which the commission
is planning.

BESIEGED BY FOG.

Owing to a combination of geographical and
meteorological Influences, England is bothered
more frequently with fog than some other
countries, but the siege which she endured for
two or three days this week was unusually
trying. Steamships were embarrassed in ;:vi-
ting into and out of port, raflway travel was
rendered dangerous and slmost paralyzed
through the inability of engineers to see sig-
nals, and the streets of London were nearly
impassable by carriages and pedestrians. 'l‘hn'a
is money, and, though it is not eusy to cow-
pute the loss which has been caused by these
several classes of delay in business, tfno- esti-
mate which puts it at £3,000,000 does not sound
unreasonable.

Fog usually forms when a strafmmm of air
heavily laden with vapor drifts gently from a
region where the surface temperature h high to
one that is a little lower. A movement of that
kind from the Gulf Stream to the vicinity of
icebergs or a polar current explains the pl:t'\';l-
lence of the phenomenon off Newfoundland at
certain times of the year. The same result may
be expected when the land is cooler than the u(i-
Jacent sea. The presence of dust particles in
the atmosphere evidently facilitates partial con-
densation, for microscopic bits of solid material
are often found in vesicles of fog. Hence, a
city 1s Hable to suffer more severely than ru'ral
districts. Still, the fundamental requisites are
humidity, temperature contrasts and stagnation
of the air. There is hardly any phase of the
weather which does not inconvenience mankind
in one way or another. Whether it be too hot
or too cold, too wet or too dry, too windy or too
calm, the consequences are unpleasant, If not
actually hurtful.

The most ratlonal and promising attempt to
banish fog was suggested twenty years or more
4go by SIr Oliver Lodge. His earller «'xp»-x"i;
ments seemed to indicate that by mieaus of an
electrical discharge of a certain character in
the air the latter could be freed from dust par-
ticles and fog. Not recelving much encourage-
ment at first, Sir Oliver temporarily abandoned
his investigations. These have been resumed
within the last year or two, bhut huve thus far
been confined to the laboratory, Perhaps be-
cause his system involved too large an expense
in proportion to the effect produced the plan has
not yet been practically applied, cither on land or
sea. To render the atmosphere of a big harbor
like that of New-York or Liverpool clear might
be 80 costly an undertaking tliut the idea wouid
not deserve consideration. Such a task would
be further hampered by the necessity for suita-
ble bases of operation distributed over the
water, If each machine were capnbie of dis-
pelling fog within a radlus of only a few vards,
the task of opening a way from Sundy Hook to
Quarentine would apparently be hopeless. In
a city the bulldings occupy so much space that
a relatively smaller area there would need to
be supplied with “fog eaters” and, if these
were not cumbrous enough to obstruct the
streets Sir Oliver's plan might be feasible, pro
vided that It was not too expensive.

It 18 to be wished that more was known about
the first cost of his apparatus, the amount of
current required to clear the air within a range
of fifty feet (for instance), and the time in

which the desired result would ensue. With
such Information at hand, lighthouse boards
and municipal authorities could quickly decide

whether it was practicable Yo utilize Sir Ol
yver's invention.

CIVIL RULE IN PANAMA.

The abortive attempt at a military revolu-
tion in Panama a few weeks ago forms the
topic of an instructive letter from a member
of The Tribune's staff, printed elsewhere in this
morning’s paper. From the writer's intimate
observation of affairs upon the spot, it appears
that the question really at issue was not mere-
Iy whether there should be a change in some
departments of the government, but whether it
should be effected through military Uictation.
We cannot greatly blame some Panamans if
they did too readily turn to the army as a
means of attaining their political ends, be-
cause they have been familiar with such meth-

ods for uncounted years and have been trained .

to regard them as the proper thing. The habits
and methods of a century are scarcely to be
recast in a day.

Happily, however, such impuises did not pre-
vail. That was because there was a strong
force among the Panamans themselves making
for constitutional methods, and because Ameri-
can disapproval of revolutions and American
support of law and order were made unmistak-
ably plain. Nor was there the least inconsist-
ency in our disapproving, even practically for-
bidding, a revolution in November, 1904, in the
very place where we had recognized one as an
accomplished fact in November, 1903. There
is a world of difference between the general
uprising of a united people for their own inde-
pendence against an oppressive alien power
and the insurgence of a domestic faction
againsi the constitution and government which
it had itself helped to establish. The one was
a movement for independence and freedom;
the other was—unintentionally, but none the
less surely-a movement toward disorder and
anarchy.

The outcome, effected expeditiously and with-
out violence, was a complete victory for the
constitution and for the supremacy of eivil
authority over the military. It was a valuable
object lesson, not only to Panama, but also to
neighboring States in Central and South Amer-
ica, and a valuable precedent for stability of
government. Because of what was done by
President Amador, backed up lawfully and
logically by the representatives of the United
States, Panama is contirmed in orderly methods
of government, and the forces of constitutional-
ism and order are encouraged and strengthened
in more than one other State. We shall expect
to see those good influerices perpetuated, until
violent revolutions go fully out of fashion, not
only on the isthmus, but all over the southern
continent.

A MAJORITY PRESIDENT.

It may seem rather late to make comments
upon the Presidential vote of nearly two months
ago, but the report of the official canvass, pub-
lished in our columns yesterday, suggests the
agreeable consideration that in an exceptional
degree Mr. Roosevelt will enter upon his next
term of office as a “majority President.”” Some
Presidents have been elected by less than half
the popular vote, and have thus been known
as “minority Presidents,” their election being, of
course, as valid as any, though from a sentl-
mental point of view scarcely as satisfactory as
one elected by a clear majority of all votes.

There is no question about President Roose-
velt's majority of the popular vote. Reckoned
in the country at large, it is overwhelming. In
many individual States, too, it is enormeus. Not
least interesting of all is it to observe that, with,
we believe, only three exceptions, every State
voted for either Mr. Roosevelt or Mr. Parker
by a elear majority. In some former contests
it has been said that the successful candldate
would have been beaten if the scattering votes
in a few of the States had been concentrated in
favor of his opponent. That cannot be <aid this
time. In only three States were there enough
scattering votes to have affected the result if
they had been cast otherwise. One was Ken-

tucky, which Mr. Parker carried by less than |

12,000 plurality, while there were more than 13,-
000 scattering votes. A second was Maryland,
whose vote was so close as to dlvide the Elec-
toral College, and in which the casting of the
5.000 scattering votes for either of the two
chief eandidates wonld have turned the soale in
his direction. The third was Missouri, which
went for Mr. Roosevelt by 25,600, but cast. more
than 26,000 scattering votes., In every other
State there was a clear majority for one candi-
date over all.

There is, as we have said, a certain senti-
mental satisfaction in the making of an elec-
tion so decisive. A simple majority of the Elec-
toral College is constitutionally sufficient to
ive a President a valid title. But by way of
“clinching it” it is well for a President to have,
as Mr. Roosevelt has, a clear majority of the
whole popular vote, and a clear majority of the
popular vote in a large majority of the individ-
nal States, and to be in no respect dependent
upon a mere plurality.

DR, DARLINGTON'S LATEST VICTORY.

Consumers of milk in this city are to be con-
gratulated upon the ending of Dr. Darlington’s
campaign against the company which had been
selling a poisoned article here. His evidence
that formaldehyde was added to the milk before
it reached New-York was so complete and con-
vincing that he felt justified in proceeding in a
new as well as a partienlarly aggressive man-
ner. He withdrew the license of the offender
to sell; and, after thinking the matter over for
a few days, the company has decided to sell out
its business altogether and not try to convince
the Health Commissioner that it has reformed.
Thus a wilful lJawbreaker has been driven from
the field and a wholesome warning has been
ziven both to other dealers who may be disposed
to defy the authorities and to the dairymen who
supply milkmen in the metropolis.

What Dr. Darlington wants is milk which is
not diluted or skimmed, is clean, has been
promptly cooled and is free from chemicals in-
troduced to prevent souring. Partial compliance
with that standard will not suit him. He in-
sists upon complete conformity with the regula-
tions which have been adopted here, and he is
in a position to make trouble for any one who
seeks to thwart him. Moreover, it is safe to say
that his inspectors will give special attention
during the next few months both to the farm-
ers who supplied the Metropolitan company and
also to the dealers to whom the business of
that organization 18 to be transferred.

In the course of its comments on the Health
Comissioner's recent action “The American
Dairyman” refers to a possibility which is not
as generally appreciated by purchasers of milk
as could be desired. After watchful supervision
of the dairy farms, rigid inspection of supplies
at railway terminals and frequent examination
of the milk shops have secured for the consumer
a pure article, there is stili an opportunity for
contamination in the household. A lmttlo' may
pe opened for the removal of a part of its con-
tents for immediate use, the cover may be left
off for a quarter of an hour or niore, and the air
of a kitchen get access to the remainder. Care-

| lessness of that kind is liable to pe followed

m warm weather by unfortunate consequences.
Bacterian would have a chance to get into the
milk, and fallure to put the bottle back into
the refrigerator would give them a chance to
multiply. 1f bables are fed with the residue
several hours afterward puzzling and distress-
ing symptows are lkely to ensue,

Although it is not Lis duty to educate the
masses regarding the risks aitendant upon such
neglect, Dr. Darlington has instructed his in-
spectors to advise poor mothers about the dan-
ger, at least in SWIMIMEr. More effective ways
of disseminating knowledge on this subject, per-
haps, would be to prepare suitable circulars for
distribution In certain sections of the city and

to give free lectures. Such work might properly
be conducted by some of the charitable organi-
zations of the city. It would be closely akin
to, and would admirably supplement, one of
the current methods of fighting tuberculosis in
New-York.

When the subway is filled with walking “‘ads"
perhaps those on the walls will come down—to
see the phenomenon.

. Sl e

It would be presumptuous to pronounce off-
hand a more than general judgment on the new
terminal plans which the officers and architects
of the New-York Central Railroad Company
have been slowly maturing for a long time. But
it is safe to say that they assure a vast im-
provement on present arrangements and justify
the expectation that when the work is done
New-York will have the most commodious rail-
road station in the world.

RN

Reports from St. Nicholas Land say the won-
derful Christmas trees are fuller of fruit this
yvear than usual. The fruit will be ready for
gathering to-morrow or Monday.

s

Now, if one of those earthquakes at Panama
would kindly shake a way through the Culebra
hills to the Pacific it would remedy what now
seems 1o have been a defect In the original plans
of the northern and southern continents, and
also end the discussion as to the advisability of

a sea level canal.
s

It is said there have been forty bank frilures
in Iowa the last year, with losses of over $12,-
000,000. Eight of the presidents of these banks
committed suicide and the whereabouts of some
of the others are not known. The story of
frenzied rural finance is told in the statement
that the defalcations reported were generally
due to losses In stock or grailn speculations.
Evidently there are more routes than the Chad-
wick one to bank fallure.

———

Many of the drivers of horses in the streets of
New-York and Brooklyn have shown a deplor-
able lack of consideration of their animals in
troublous conditions of late. To force an ill
shod horse, dragging a ponderous load through
the snows, which have been so heavy this De-
cember, i8 a form of particularly offensive
cruelty. It is unfortunate that the society at
Madison-ave. and Twenty-sixth-st. has so smgll
a force for such an emergency.

e

Judging from reports that come from Wash-
ington in regard to the Rlver and Harbor bill,
the slices of “pork™ will be fewer and thinner
this year than usual, with a possibility that
there may be none at all, except in the most
commendable Instances,

P e

The reason of the Russian fleet's failure to
make a final sortie from Port Arthur is set forth
in the statement that the best guns were taken
from the ships for use ir the forts. The fleet
was thus sacrificed for the strengthening of the
land defences. There {s thus some grim satis-
faction to the Russians in the loss of their fleet,
for the naval guns have doubtless done far more
execution against the Japanese on land than
they could have done on the sea.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A substance called petrolignite is being adopted
as a material for the decks of ships It is pre-
pared from sawdust, mixed with certain minerals
and formed inte slabs under high hydraulle press-
ure. Its valuable properties are that it is non-
inflammable and is not slippery when wet.

THE DEACON'S CHRISTMAS DINNER.

Why, Mars' Tom! Did Ah habd turkey?
Ax dat question ( hria'mas Day—

T wouldn’t nohow seem lack Chris'mas
Ef Ah didn't—whut y¢' say?

Didn't know Ah raised no turkeys,
‘Less Ah raised 'um off de perch?

Ain't dem scan’'lous 'sinuations
Ter er deacun ob de church?

“Yo' dun miss er big fat gobbler?"
‘Speck some varmint tote him "way—
'Toow hit war er 'coon er 'possum,
Er er mink—whut dat yo' say”
“Knows hit war er ‘coon’ fer sartin,
‘Cause de tracks war ‘round de tree”
An' yo' foun' somebody's pra'r book—
Whut dat got ter do wid me?

“Whar war Ah de night 'fo’ Chris'mas?"
Now, Mars' Tom, dat sho ain't right
Wer ter ax whar war er deacon
On de day fo' Chris'mas night!
--(Puck.
The Spanish Cortes {s about to become the scene
of a remarkable experiment in social legislation.
The Minister of the Interior has drafted a bill ab-
solutely prohibiting the selling of tobacco, cigars
or clgarettes to any person under seventeen vears
of age. The penaltles vary from $10 to §100, with {m-
prisonment in exceptionally bad cases. The measure
fs justified as imperative for the arrest of racial
dogeneration. Tuberculosis makes great ravages
among Spanish laboring yvouths, who, for the most
part undernourished and already enfeebled by this
and overwork, aggravate matters by spending much
of thelr scanty wages in tobacco, generally cig-
arettes

On and Off. —Knobbs—They say poverty egged
him onto the stage.

Snobbs—Yes, and the gallery
(Princeton Tiger.

egged him off.—

According to a story in “The Louisville Courier-
Journal,”” the passengers In a sleeping car which
was rolling through Oklahoma not long ago—that is,
those of the passengers who had not been iIn that
section of the country before—were startled at the
announcement made by the conductor one morning
just as they were getting into their clothes in that
brief and narrow slot by courtesy termed a berth,

“(3oo@night!” roared the conductor as he passed
through the car. “Goodnight!” *“'Not on jour life
good night,” cried three or four of the passengers.

“It's good morning, for it's been a bad night.”
“Goodnight,’”” called the conductor in all faith, for
of a truth the name of the next station was “Good-
night,’”” which town is located in Logan County, on
the Cimarron Rliver.

THE SIMPLE LIFE.

*Tis not a dainty the gods would relish—
Those feasting gods of mythology—
The name would never with grace embellish
The menus of high society.
But nothing can get more proper action
On the hungry spot 'neath a feller's jeans,
Can give more comfort and satistaction
To a yearning stomach than pork and beans.

When the inner man for feed is craving
And the system is wrapped in a flame of yearn
When the stomach rebels and is misbehaving
And the teeth in anxlety seem to burn,
How the gay glad light of anticipation
Through a fellow’s optics in joy careens,
When on the alr of the feeding station
He sniffs the odor of pork and beans!

When the purse is flat from a dearth of bhoodle,
When but a dime is reposing there,
When a fellow feels he could eat a poodle
And try to imagine it Belgian hare.
When a reg'lar dinner, with pfe and puddin’,
Is way up yonder beyond his means,
One feast is his and a mighty good 'un--
A man’'s size platter of pork and beans,

Chicago, mart of the hog, we bless you,

With wreaths of gratitude deck your name,
And Boston, in love, we'd fain caress you

For the succulent truck you've given fame,
No combination de culinary

From the dainty dishes of kings and aueens
Clear down to boverty's commissary,

Can hold a candle to pork and beans

—(Denver Post

A college president has excepudonal opportunities
tor studving laziness. The fcllowing <tory, told
by President Ellot of Harvard, should proyve a val-
uable addition to public knowledge of the disease.
Dr. Ellot sald: ““There was once a student at Har-
vard who, T think, was absolutely the laziest stu-
dent 1 ever knew. His famlly was devotedly at-
tached to him, but he not only would not answer
thetr letters, but would nét open tham, Finally
his aunt, lUving in New-Vork, telesraphed me ask-
ing what was the matter with ‘Heb' 1 replied
that she had better come on herself anq investi-

gate. She called at the YOUng MAan's loagings and |

found him still in hed at 11 0°¢lok In the m rning, | Square Theatr 3 ” 4 nde
R ® e on January n Cly Fiteh's

with thirteen unopened telegrams on ¢po table,
and he streniously objected 10 Bettng yp even
then. I am informed, nevertieless, that that young
man is to-day one of the most Successful lawyers
In his State”

Impartial —Farmer Jones—Wal, tha
1 like about these plagucy """‘.’,""hm
gm mer :'.ruwn :rh'hm """'.'!"‘[mmd it
armer Jones—They 0 ettin 111
themselves any more than they do “ﬂln‘t gtlh:g
I—(Brooklyn Life.
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About People and S ocial Incidents.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[PROM THE TRIBUNE BURBAU.|

Washington, Dec. 23.—President Rooseveit re~
cefved a call this afternoon from Mr. -r_.nam.
the Japanese Minister, who came to pay his re-
spects. Jt was the Minister's first visit at the
White House since his recovery from a recent -
ness, of which he still bears traces. “I am grow-
ing stronger every day,” sald Mr. Takahira, “and
I already feel very ke myself again.”

The annual distribution of turkeys took place at
the White House this afternoon. Every man, from
Secretary Loeb to the humblest sweeper, who 18
the head of a family received a.fine large bird.
Henry Pinckney, the steward. who has presided at
the yearly turkey distribution, was in charge to-
day. He made a trip to the market early this
morning and selected thirty-five of the fattest
birds he could find. These he brought back to the
White House in the big covered market wagon, and
piled them in tempting array on a table in the
basement kitchen. As soon as the word was given
out, shortly after 3 p. m., that the turkeys were
ready to be disiributed, there was a general rush
in the direction of “Pinckneyville,” as some of the
employes term the steward's domain. It was first
come, first served, and Pinckney was not charged
with favoritism. The unmarried employes of the
White House, who did not share in the distribution,
watched the proceedings with envious eyes. “To
the benedicts belong the spoils,’” remarked Secre-
tary Loeb to one of the bachelor clerks who asked
about his turkey. “You may get one next year it
you continue to stand in the favor of a certain
young woman out in the Northwest.”

After the Cabinet meeting to-day several of the
members stopped to chat in the anteroom of the
President's office. Secretaries Wilson and Hitch-
cock commented on the fact that a great many
newspaper men have been promoted to high places
in the last few years.

“Now, there's Wynne,” remarked Mr. Htteh-
cock. “He's a full fledged Cabinet officer, and
seems to be right at home, too.”
©  “Yes," replied one of the correspondents, ‘Zhe
Postmaster General says that he does not feel at
all strange In the company he is now keeping, be-
cause he had rubbed up against the big men of
the Capitol so often in his newspaper capacity.”

“Well, that's all right so far as he is concerned,”
sald Secretary Wilson, “but think of our feelings
in the case.”

When Postmaster General Wynne came out and
heard what Secretary Wilson had sald, he had 2
pointed retort ready:

“That reminds me of what Becretary Foster
once told me. | was his private secretary at one
time, and he said that when he came to Congress
he at first wondered how he got there. Before he
had been there very long, however, he wondered
how all the others got there.”

S S ——
THE CABINET.
[FROM THE TRIBUNE BUREAU.|

Washington, Dec. 23.—Secretary Morton has gone
to New-York on private business, but wiil return
to-morrow.

Miss Flora Wilson, daughter of the Secretary of
Agriculture, did not return to this country with
Miss Evelyn Walsh, whom she accompanied abread
in the fall, but is continuing her musical studies in
Paris, where for the present she is established at a
convent, .

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[FROM THE TRIBUNE BUREAU.]

Washingtoa, Dec. 23.—Count Cassini, . his heaith
permits, will open the Russian Embassy to-morrow
afternoon for the raffle of a plano for the benefit of
the Red Cross Soclety of Russia.

Mr. Takahira, the Japanese Minister, who under-
went an operation for appendicitis In New-York, ha=s
resumed his official dutles.

i~ SR

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.

[FROM THE TRIBUNE BUREAU.]

Washington, Dec. 23.—Associate Justice and
Mrs. John M. Harlan celebrated the forty-eighth
anniversary of their wedding to-day. At the re-
ception given this afternoon at thelr home, in
Euclid Place, they were surrounded by their chil-
dren and grandchildren, among whom wera Mr.
and Mrs. James F. Harlan, the Rev. Richard
Harlan and his wife, the Misses Laura and Ruth
Harlan and Miss Edith Harlan Child. The host
and hostess were assisted by Mrs. Charles S.
Bromwell, Mrs. A. H, Snow, Mra. Hegeman, Miss
Eleanor Hovt, Miss Florence Conrad, Miss Eloise
Sargent, Miss Marcia Butler and Mln'Ednh
Miiler,

The marriage of Miss Daisy Leiter to the FEarl
of Suffolk will take place at the Leiter home on
Monday. Owing to the deep mourning of the fam-
ilv the ceremony wiil be as strictly private as the
Campbell-Leitsr wedding of last month. Lionel
Guest, son of Lord Wineburne, of England, who
reached this country a few days ago, wiil be tha
earl’'s best man. Major and Mrs. Colin Campbel]
arrived in Washington last night, and Lady Cath-
arlne Howard, a sister of the earl, is also a guest

at the Leiter home. Mrs. Leiter has no intention
of selling her house in Dupont Circle, but will
continue to live in Washington.

Mrs. King Watnwright, of Bryn Mawr, Penn.,

arrived in Washington to-day to spend the holi- |

days with her parents, Senator and Mrs, Foraker.

Wil Transact Only Pressing Busi-
ness in the Holidays.

Washington, Dec. 23.—President Roosevelt, so far
as the exigencies of public business will permit,
wiil rest thoroughly in the Christmas holidays.
No engagements will he made for next week, ex-
cept on affairs of particular importance, The Presi-
dent expects to spend as little time as possible in
his offices. He will devote a large part of his time
to outdoor recreation, and with members of his

| family and personal friends will walk. drive and

ride on horseback several hours each day.

Since Congress met on December § the President
has been under a heavy strain, mental and physical.
Many hours of every day and night have been
spent In recelving callers with whom he has dis-
cussed scores of important questions. In the ex-
verience of the oldest White House attachés no
President ever received so many people in the
same length of time as Mr. Roosevelt has received
in the last month. He has endured the strain with
scarcely an outward evidence of fatigue, but he
feels the need of a respite from so’ constant a de-
mand on his time and strength, and proposes to
take it.

If the present plans are followed, the regular
Cabinet meetings will be held as usual next week,
but it is likely that they will be principally of a
routine character. Only business of pressing im-
portance will be taken up by the President, who
will save himself for the many weeks of hard
and continuous labor of the winter and spring.

Miss Alice Roosevelt, who has been the guest
of New-York friends for some time, returned to
Washington to-day. She will take part in all the
holiday festivities at the White House.

——
PRESIDENT'S GIFT TO HIGH SCHOOL.

President Roosevelt has sent a life size photo-
graph of himself to the Freeport High School, with

| his autograph. Tone President sent the plcture to

the school after Principal Carris had written that

the pupils of the school were anxious to ha e
President’s photograph, and would accept the“m'::e

as a Christmas gift.

e e ——————
NOTES OF THE STAGE.

Miss Lillian Russell, who 18 to appear to-night
at the Casino In “Lady Teazle,"” has received word
from Denver that her daughter, Dorothy, whose
marriage to Edward Einstein, son of the senior

member of the law firm of Einstein & Townse
attracted attention so! ago,
with bronchial pmumt:‘:\.h.umg v .

Mrs. William Astor Chanler, formeriy Miss Minnie
Ashley, has been making hetseif popular with the
poor children of Great Neck, Long Island, Yester-
day she distributed among them in person & siejgh-
ful of all the kinds of things Saint Nicholas Is fond

of bestowing. Mrs. >
B ey o a‘ dlu';:‘ter(,?m“l" recently became the

Miss Blanche Walsh will appear at the Herald

most .racomly announced play, “The Woman in the
Case” 1t 18 not per d to inquire about the

plot.  There is,
b i R in fact, much secrecy preserved

George Frothingham, who has played Friar Tuck
#0 often he has all but forgotten the lMnes of that
part, wWas to appear In “Lady Teazle" as Ollver

sSurface, but iliness
to Clarence Hln.sdhd.o:.o." u-u."? '-‘-3'-'&!

THE PRESIDENT TO REST;.-!.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

Mrs. John E. Cowdin’s dance at her house, n
Gramercy Park, for Miss Ethel Cowdin: Mrs. Wil
fam P. Prentice’'s theatre party and supper for her
niece, Miss Martha Prentice Strong, and the dance
of the organization known as the Saturday Evening
Dancing Class, at Delmonico’s, are among the few
entertainments scheduled for to-day in town. For
it is Christmas Eve, which is always rather quiet
in a social sense, the entertainments being, as a
general rule, restricted to near kith and kin. Be-
sides this, a large number of people are in the
country, where many gay house parties are in
progress, Tuxedo, in particular, being a scene of
much Christmas revelry.

Mr. and Mrs. Pembroke Jones have [eft town fof
their plantation in South Carolina, where they are
entertaining a large house party over the Christ.
mas holidays.

A number of people went to Morristown vester.
day to attend the dance given last night by Mra
John I. Waterbury, at the Whippany River Coun-
try Club, for her daughter, Miss Giladys Warter.
bury, with whom Stowe Pheips led the cotillon

A dance for young peopla not vet out took pa-e
last night in the Ladies’ Annef of the Metronalitan
Club, under the patronage of Mrs. C. B. Alexan

Mrs., Benjamin Welles, Mrs. Charles H. Coster .nd
Mrs. Richard Mortimer. Schuyler Schieffelin o4
the cotillon, dancing ajone, after which a supper
was served at small tables,

Mrs. Arthur Mason Jones gave a la¥ze theutre
party last night for her daughter, Miss veia
Mason Jones, who iz one of the debutantes of =
season, and after the performance took her zics's

home to supper at her house, in Fifth-ave. Amon
those present were Miss Janel Fish, Miss Marian
Fish, Miss Corinne Robinson, Miss Pauline Rizs
Miss Grace Chapin, Miss Dorothy Kane, Miss Nt
lie Wells, Miss Georgette Borland, Miss |
Dana, Miss Dorothy Snow, Miss Alice Hasell, |.

C. Ledyard, jr., Frederic De Rham, John Wais
bury, Willilam Iselin, Gordon Douglas. Roger Poor
Aymar Johnson and Albert Gray.

Eariier in the day Mrs. Howard Mansfleld
a large luncheon at the St. Regls for her daughter
Miss Margaret Tuttle, who has been launched into
society this winter. The juncheon was follows
by an entertainment, which took place in the ball-
room. Among those present were Miss Dorothy
Grinnell, Miss Janet Dana, Mtss Julia Dodge Miss
Ruth Hubbell, Miss Lydia Mason Jones.
Georgette Borland. Miss Louise Kobbe, Miss FHea
trice Morgan, Miss Edith Landon, Miss Blanche
Shoemaker, Miss Malvina Hoffman, Lyman Delanc,
Frederic de Rham, John Sloan
don, Whitney Kernochan and

sae

Lan-
Stewart Witherbes

Stephen

- ———

Mrs. Douglas Robinson has cards out for a sma}
dinner on January 2 in honor of Henry James ans
R. M. Ferguson.

General and Mrs. Lioyd@ S. Bryce are entertaining
a large house party to-day at their country place
at Roslyn, for the Christmas holidays
y for

Mrs. Norman Whitehouse has Jeft 1 the

South to spend Christmas with her mother

Another departure for the South is that af James
H. Hyde, who is cue of the house party which M
and Mrs. George Vanderbilt are entertaining ar
Biltmore for the Christmas holidars

Mr. and Mirs. Berkeley Mostin have taken Mrs
Hugh Thompson's house, No, 34 East Fifty-third.ar
for the season, and will take possession immediarals
after the holidays. Miss Helen Stevens. the dang
ter of Mrs. Mostyn, recovered from her
attack of appenaicitis

has now

Mr. and Mre. C. Oliver Iselin and their little
have left town for Providence, to spend Christmas
with Mrs. Iselin’s parents. Colonel and Nir=. W

jam Goddard. They wiil be joined at Providence to-

day by the Misses Iselin.

e

Mrs. Frederick Nejlson has alsa left town to
spend the holidays with Mr. and Mrs. Reginald €,
Vanderbilt, at their place, near Newpaort.

Mre. Vanderbilt and Miss Gladys Vanderbilt leavas
town next week to stay with Dr. and Mrs W
Seward Webb at Shelburne Farms, their place in
Vermeont.

“Faust™” was given last night at the opera, with
Mme. Eames in of Marguerite. Amonz
those present were Mrs. Orme Wilson, Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence M. Hyde, Mr. and Mrs. E. Francis
Hyde, Mr. and Mrs. Rutherfurd Stuyvesant, Mres
Stuyvesant Fish, Mrs. Astor. Mr. and Mrs, Brease,
Mr. and Mrs. Emest . Crosby, Mr. and Mrs
Willlam B. Leeds, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. €. Tavlor,
Mr. and Mrs., I, Townsend Burden, Miss Gwendolyn
Burden, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Sloane. Mr. and Mrs
Clarence Mackay. Mrs. George L. Rives, Mr and
Mrs. James A. Stillman, Mrs. Egerton Winthrop,
Miss Mary Winthrop, Mrs. Frederic Pearson, Gen-
eral and Mrs. Frederick Dent Grant, D. O. Millg
and Colonel John Jacob Astor,

the role

MILLIONS A4S PRESEZ.\'H'I‘..SV';

Widow of Distiller Conveys Prop-
erty to Her Children.

Five children of Mrs.
widow of the distiller, received as Christmas
gifts from their mother yesterday property
worth nearly $1.000.0000 and a business worth
annually nearly the same amount. The chil-
dren are Charles M., Udo M., Grace, Loulse and
Helen Fleischman, to whom their mother con-
veyed all her rights and tifle to the plant of
the Eastern Distilling Company, in Long Island
City; lots in Myrtie-ave, Brooklyn; property in
Manhattan, and also in the city of Buffalo, and

all’other real estate holdings which Mrs. Fleisch-
man held.

PALM A

Johanna Fleischman,

A4 PARTISAN. .

Cuban President Likely to Join the
Moderates.

Havana, Dec. 23.—President Palma’s responses
to local committees of the Moderate party which
have called en him to enlist his sympathy and
support indicate that he has decided to aban-
don his neutral attitude in politics and ally him-
self definitely with the Moderates.

e e e

ELEANOR ROBSON'S WELCOME.

A blg audlence gathered at a special matinee of
“Merely Mary Ann" at the New Amsterdam The-
atre vesterday afternoon to give a hearty welcoms
to Miss Eleanor Robson, the American actress, whe
has just returned from [ondon. where she met
with exceptional success in Mr. Zangwiil's pl*
Miss Robson gave her first London performance 8¢
the Duke of York's Theatre on September &
for three months and a half she played to
houses. She will start to-day for St. Louis, wher®
she opens her American season Christmes
evening. In the company that appeared with b”
yesterday, and which will support her this seaso’
were Frank Mills, Emnest Mainwaring and 3¢
Ada Dwyer. Among the many messages of W*°
come Miss Robson received was one from Geors®
H. Ketcham, the turfman, who telegraphed:

“You are the Crescous of the year; you Dav®
broken all records.”

il st

MISS CHEATHAM'S SPECIAL MATINEE

Miss Kitty Cheatham (Mrs. Cheatham-Thomps®!
announces s special matinee at the Lyceum Thee
tre on Thursday afternoon, January 35 &t 3
o'clock. Miss Cheatham will have the assistancé
of ome or two artists. The major portion of he®
programme will consist of a dramatio monologu®
written expressly for her use by Marguerit® Mer-

it 8
ington, supplemented hy request wit. selec tiond
b:- Miss lehﬂlhun\'!l repertoire, inclhidiog reci®s
tions, ohildren and negro sSongs.

B A

H. L. CLAPP'S GIFT TO MALTESE.

.
Valetta, Malta, Dec. 2 —H. L. Clapp, who ‘h:!
completed arrangements to bulld a hospital *N;""
his own expense at San Giullano, one and &
miles north of Valetta, is an American
been living at Malta for some time.
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