
Mr. and Mrs. B*-rkel»y Moatju have tik--- Mrs
Hugh Thompson * hOUSS. No. 34 EM nftjr-flitrtf-at.
for th« seaaon, »rid will take p,->«:i!P««inn bOßedlat«ff
aft^r the holidays. Miss Helen .^feVpns. the dave \u25a0

ter of Mr«. Hoatyn. baa non recaiered fr^m hrt
attack of appeo&lcttto.

Mr. *n<] Mrs. C. Oliver I«e'.ln ao4 their little Nh
have left town rot Provid^r.^e. tn sp°ni Chi SI \u25a0

with Mr». Iselin's parents. Colonel and Mr? \X\\ .
lam Goddard. They will !>• Joined at Provide ••• • -
day by the Mlbs»9 Iseltn.

Mrs. Norman WnitcbouM has left i.i*n An the
South to spend Christmas with h->r mother

Another departure for th*Foutfc \n rh.it of /!:»:->••

H. Hyde, who i? cup of th^ house party wMrh >fr
ana Mrs. ';»>org» Vanc.erbilt ar- <»nt»rtair»lrc at

Biltmore for the Christmas holltlara

OenertU ar.rl Mr-
'

.< »yd S, Bryce »r« er,rprt^tir.i-c

a larjre house party tn-rlay at th«-ir *-ourrry place,
at Roslyn. for the Christmas holiday \u25a0=

Mrs. Douglas Roblrson has cards out for a «m\;

<Jtnn»"r on Jar.jary 2 in honor of Henry .Inir; arvi
R. M. Ferguson.

Earlier in the day Mr?. Howar.l Msnwfli
a large luncheon at the 3t. Rcrlj for h^r dsmihir i.
Miss Margaret Tuttle. who h.is K*?n Uunchf-d Into
society this winter. Th^ lun beon was I
by an entertainment. Vhtch took piarr ir, ;

room. Among those pr—sal «>!\u25a0<\u25a0 M:<-- |
Grinne!!. Mis? Jarift Dana. M!«<«: Julia [>od^ •.; ,

Ruth Hubbell. Miss Lydia Mason Jnr,*-
Georgftte Borjana. M!s« Leu -

KobN>. SOsa F>,-

trice Morgan. Miss Edith T^irdon. Miss !
Shoemaker. Miss BSSMaa Hoffman. [,>man Delano,
Frederic de Rham. John 31oane. jr.. Stephen !-•;»-

don. Whitney K.-rn-irhun ar:.l St. wait Wttherbeei

Mrs. Arthur Mason Jorse* j,iv» ,i lars* th*atr*
party last night for her dsosnter, Ml.«s
Mason Jones, who is one of in.- debutant*-*
sejison. and after «he pertbnSßnce took h^-i i
home to supper at her house. !n Kifth-av. Among
those present w«-r» Miss J uMt Fish. Sftss ;
Fish. Miss Corinne Robinson. Miss Paulir.
SUss Grace Chanin. Mis« Dorothy K;mr. J!.~- \ .-,.
lie WVIls. Mi!<s O«ors*tt« Borland, M m I
Dana. Mis?* I*>r..thy Snow. Miss Alice Hr..--:..
C. Ledyard. jr.. Frederic De liham. Jota Wa
bury. William Isolin. Gordon Dooatea. Rogrr Poor,

mar Johnson anJ Albert Gray.

Mrs. John K. C«wdln> fane at h»r aasssl \r.
Grnmerry Park, for Mis'* Eth»l C—Sal : Mrs. Will-
lam P. Prentice's theatre party .mil supper for her
assc*, Miss Martha Prent;^e ?'r'>ns. and the dan- '\u25a0

of th»- organlxatton known as the Batuiday BMSAas
Dan. ink; f'liiss. ;it I>"lmoniri»-s. ;ir<- .imor.jf the fe*
entertainments sehadnled for to-.: in lon To:
it is Christmas E*». which i*< always nalksf qmer
in a social sense. the »r.tertainnvnt3 h»-ins;. as i
general rule, restricted tr> near kith and kin. Be-
sides this, a large number of people are in rt-
country, where mnny a*9 house parti«« Air m
progress. Tuxedo, in particular, being a se*ne of
much Christmas revelry.

Mr. and Mrs. Pembroke Jones have left town t^t
their plantation in South Carolina, where th'v a:«
entertaining a large hou«^ part- over UM <hrl.«t-
m« holidays.

A number of ***f*iwent to Mmlistown '.«••«•-.

day to attend the dance. giv»-n last night by MmMm

John I. Waterhurr. at the Whlppany River foiin-
try Club, for her daughter. M: Gladys *.v«•<\u25a0-.
bury, with whom Stow* JS.SSSS led th* «•<

A dance for yovni people not yet o-ir "v%k p i
••

last night in the Ladies' Annex of the Mm
Club, under the patronage of Mrs. C. B. A!'>
Mm. Benjamin WcSJs*, .Mr? Charles H. rostT \u0084nl
Mrs. Richard Mortimer. Beknyls* Schl^ff^lin l«<|
the cotillon, dancing alone, after which \u25a0 rnippel
was served at small tab>«.

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

FOREIGN. -Advice* from Russian and Jap-

anese BOOroes rfpt.rtc-d the usual ekirmlenes
i-outh of UM Bhakhe River, but the general
fituaiioi. wa.« unc hanged; 'me Russian siege

no hf.d advanced their positions four miles.
\u25a0 . . -

it -was reported In St. Petersburg thai

Grand Duke Vladimir would be appointed Presi-

dent of the Council of the Empire. r. _- A lieu-

tfnar.t and thtrty-seven enlisted men of a de-
tachment of Filipinos were ambushed and killed

Ir.Piimar: two thousand natives were reported
bet-iec'.-.p Dolores, and an urgent request for aid

as cent-
—

The French Minister at Tangier

has been Instructed to withdraw all Frenchmen
from the capital, and vigorous action will be

*.aken if the Sultan refuses an explanation and
reparation.

-
\u25a0 The French force of occupa-

tion near Timbuctoo Is reported to have suf-
t*red a serious reverse near that city.

Aftrr a stormy debate in the French Chamber
on the BDVfns system the government was sus-
tained by a fair majority. ==s Countess Mon-
TignoßO, formerly Crown Princess of Saxony, la

Ft!11 at Lelpsic: Itis reported that her allowance
<t 57.500 will be revoked.

DOMESTIC—Secretary Hay's note to the
powers, FUggeEtlng a further exchange of views

fa regard to a second peace conference at The
Hague, was made public at the Htate Depart-

ment.
--

President Roosevelt will devote the
holidays to rest and recreation, transacting only

bnafnesai of the mast pressing importance.
— -

Cui'MIHH Van Bant at Minnesota announced his
« andida' y for the United States Senate. -•
T>qui£iiion papers for Dr. Chadwick were le-

Fued by < -h!o authorities. r President Hugh-

iit of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad
.-.; tacked President Roosevelt' 6 railroad plans.

The drouth In Western Pennsylvania as-
Fiirried uerious proportions; two towns were par-
•tlai'iy destroyed by fire through lack of water._ Justice 'William J. Gaynor at the New-
i-ng'.ano Society dinner at Poughkeepele advo-
SBtad That the federal government should ap-
roir he general freight agent of every railroad
os a remedy for unjust freight rates. \u25a0- It
V2s paid In Albany that the liquor dealer*' cor-
ruption fund was supposed to stay in the liquor
agents' own pockets.

• It was announced at
liufTalo that the thirteen railroads entering' the
c!*y bad otTered to bull^ a elation to cost
SIS.OOOXMM _^

— Beavy loss was caused by fire
In S;oux City. lowa, v.-hich late last evening was
raging unchecked In the business district of the
cMy. -- A legislative line-up published in
"Th» Albany Evening Journal," the newspaper
of William Barnea, Jr.. gave Senator Depew 60
votes. ex-Governor Black 49 and 22 doubtful.

ClTY.—Stocks dull and strong. =Charlei
F. Dodge arrived from Texas and was taken to
Police Headquarters. -_-^^ A dinner was given
for Dr. Henry van Dyke at the Lotos Club.
:\u25a0\u25a0'

'
—

Thomas F. Lawgon issued no more mani-
festoes. : It m announced that Kingdon
Gould would return to Columbia; four sopho-
mores were suspended. ==^- The Jury In the
Patterson murder trial failed to agree, and were

ha:>£" i.
_—

a The Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott
Rave cut a formal statement regarding his re-
f-ei.t rmon. \u25a0 The plans of the New- York
Ontral llallroad for a bigger Grand «~eptral
Station were mad« public. -. —-= The Appellate

Il:visionI 1:vision caid the application should be granted
for six new railroads fur The Bronx. ;—

-
ilany Individ and charitable organizations
niad>» plans tor giving; good cheer to the needy
on Christmas Day. \u25a0\u25a0

= Company Kof the 7th
Bsgfment celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.
:i .-. An expiation at F<rjrth-ave. and Thlrtieth-
sL caused much excitement. -v.r Wall Street
firms (.-av fat cash Christmas gifts to their em-
pSßyCSi — A th:-'* vl.o!ias come to be known
Jiff the "parlor window' burglar wall captured
by a private watchman in Brooklyn.

THE "VVKATHEK.—lndications for to-day:
Fair and much colder. The temperature yester-
day: Highest. 45 degrees; lowest. .';.'•!.

ELEANOR ROBSON'S WELCOME
A bis audience gathered at a, upecial marir.e* ct

"Merely Mary Ann" at the New Amsterdam Tfce-
»tr« yesterday aftSffSMMai to give \u25a0 hearty VSBMMI
to Miss BaaaSJl Rot>*on. the American actress. «*•
ha* just raturr.td from London, m-here *;-.• "^':
with exceptional success in. Mr Z*:igwiU» **r
Mliis Rcvb«on |fRy« her first London perforxraW ft

th>< oka of York* Theatre on September i*"
for three months and a half she pl.-nel tn \u25a0•!»****
house*. She will Mart to-day for 8t Lotas, *a*
she op«ns her Amstiean season on rtsi*11

*
evening. in the company th.tt arp**red wltH

"*
yesterday, and which will support her th's «•***'*
were Krank Mills, Ernest Maluswtna «nd M

Atlu Dwyer. Among MM niany mfssajt'"!" <•* \u25a0

cone Ml.-a Rosas*) received was *m ffeean o***'
H. KeUham. tho turfmun. who telegraphed:

"You are the GtSSSSSBi of Iks y.ar: yi»u *»*»

Cuban President likely to Join the

Moderate*.
Havana. IV _;*..—President Palmas vsspoßSes

to local committees of the Moderate party wMca
have called on him Menlist his nynipar-

support Indicate that he has decided aa aPar-

don his neutral attitude In politics and a! him-

self definitely with the Moderates.

PALMA A PARTISAX. .

Widow of Distiller Convey* Prop-
erly to Her Children.

Five children of Mrs*. Johanna. nalsclnaiß*,
widow of the distiller. itctlml as ChiUtmaj
gifts from th» mother yesterday property
worth nearly $I.<¥*Mino and a business w^rt::
annually nearly the ssune amount. The chil-
dren are Charles M l?do M. Grace, T.oulse ani
Helen Flelschman. to whom their mother ron-
veyetl nil her riichts and Ufle t>> the i-\ • I

'

the Eastern DistillingCompany. v\ Long I:*:.!:..!
City; lots in Myrt;.?-a\ .Brooklyn; property ti
Manhattan, and all in the city of Buffalo. Arl
all'other real estate holdings «hick Mrs. Fh?i»t h-
nian held

MILLIONS AS PRESEXTS

DL. DARLINGTON'S LATEST VICTORY.
Consumers of milk in this city are to be con-

gratulated upon the ending of Dr. Darlington's
campaign againsi the company which had been
selling a poisoned article here. His evidence
that formaldehyde was added to the milk before
it reached New-York was so complete and con-
vincing that he fell justified In proceeding In a
new as well as a particularly aggressive man-
ner, lie withdrew the license of the offender
to sell; and, after thinking the matter over for
a few days, the company has decided to sell out
its business altogether and not try to convince
the Health Commissioner thai it has reformed.
Thus a wilfullawbreaker has been driven from
the field and a wholesome warning has been
given both to other dealers who may be disposed
to defy the authorities and to ihe dairymen who
supply milkmen in the metropolis.

What Dr. Darlington wants is milk which Is
not diluted or skimmed, is clean, has been
promptly cooled and is free from chemicals in-
troduced to prevent souring. Partial compliance
with that standard will not suit him. He in-
sists upon complete conformity with the regula-

tions which ha\e been adopted here, and he is
In a position to make trouble for any one who
m eks to thwart him. Moreover, itis safe to say
that iiib inspectors will give special attention
during the next few months both to the farm-
ers who supplied the Metropolitan company and
also to the dealers to whom the business of
that organization Is to be transferred.
In the course of its comments on the Health

Commissioner's recent action "The American
Dairyman" refers to a possibility which is not
as generally appreciated by purchasers of milk
;is could be desired. After watchful supervision

of the dairy fauns, rigid inspection of supplies
at railway terminals and frequent examination
of the milk have Becured for the consumer
a pure article, there is still an opportunity for
contamination In the household. A bottle may
be opened for the removal of a part of Us con-
tents for immediate use, the cover may be left
off for a quarter of an hour \u0084r more, and the air
of a kitchen «et access to the remainder. Care-
lesanese of that kind is liable to he followed
in warm weather by unfortunate consequences.
Bacteria would have a chance to get Into the
milk, and failure to put the bottle back into
the refrigerator would give them a chance to
multiply. If babies are fed with ,

lle rpgiu^,

several bonra aftrrward puzzling ami distress
lug Bymptoira ace likely t,, ensue.

Although it Is not bis duty to educate the
masses regarding the rUks attendant upon such
neglect, Dr. Darluegton baa Instructed his m-
spectors to advise poor mothers about the dan-
ger, at least in Btimmer. .More effective ways

of disseminating knowledge on this subject, per-
haps, would be to prepare -uiltuble circulars for
distribution in certain sections of the city and

There is, as we have said, a certain senti-
mental satisfaction in The making of an elec-
tion bo decisive. A simple majority of the Elec-
toral <'.>Il"kre is constitutionally sufficient to
give a President a valid title. But by way of
"clinching it" it is well for a President to have,
as Mr. Roosevelt has, a clear majority of the
whole popular vote, and a clear majority of the

popular vote in a large majority of the individ-
ual States, and t<» be in no respect dependent
upon a mere plurality.

A MAJORITY PRESIDES!.
It may seem rather late to make comment*

upon the Presidential vote of nearly two months
apro. but the report of the official canvass, pub-
lished in our columns yesterday, suggests the
agreeable consideration that In an exceptional
degree Mr. BooseveH will enter upon his next
term of <>(lice as a "majority President" Some
Presidents have been elected by less than half
the popular vote, and have thus been known
a.s "minority Presidents," their election being, of
course, as valid as any. though from a senti-
mental point of view scarcely as satisfactory as

cue elected by a clear majority of all votes.
There is n-> question about President Koose-

velfs majority of the popular vote. Reckoned
in the country at large, it is overwhelming. In
many individual States, too, it is enormeus. Not
least Interesting of all is itto observe that, with,

we believe, only three exceptions, every State
voted for either Mr. Roosevelt or Mr. Parker
by a clear majority. In some former contests
It lias been said that the successful candidate
would have been beaten if the scattering votes
in a few of the States had been concentrated In
favor of his opponent. That cannot be this
time. In only three States were there enough

scattering votes to have affected the result if
they had been cast otherwise. One was Ken-
tucky, which Mr. Parker carried by less than
li'.(mh» plurality, while there were mure than 13,-
000 scattering votes. A second was Maryland.
whose vote was so close as to divide the Elec-
toral College, and in which the casting of the
fuMto scattering votes for either of the two

chief candidates would have turned the minle in
his direction. The third was Missouri, which
went for Mr. Roosevelt by 25,600, but cast more
than 26,000 scattering votes. In every other
stale there was a dear majority for one candi-
date over all.

The outcome, effected expeditious!; and with-
out violence, was a complete victory for the
constitution and for the supremacy of civil
authority over the military. It was a valuable
objeel lesson, not only tn Panama, but also to
neighboring Slates in Central and South Amer-
ica, and a valuable precedent for stability of
government. Because of what was done by

President Amador, hacked up lawfully and
logically by the representatives of the United
States. 1 "aimma is continued In orderly methods
of government, and the forces of constitutional-
ism and order are encouraged and strengthened
in more than mie other State. We shall expect

to see thus.* good Influences perpetuated, until
violent revolutions go fully out of fashion, not
only on the isthmus, but all over the southern
continent.

Happily, however, Mich UnpotSßj did not pre-

vail. Thai was because there was a stroßf
force among the Panamana themselves making

for constitutional methods, and because Ameri-
can disapproval of revolutions and American
support of law and order were made unmHtak-
ably plain. Nor was there the least Inconsist-
ency in our disapproving, even practically for-
biddlng, a revolution in November. l!)04. in the
very place where we had recognised one as an
accomplished fact in November. 11*0:5. There

Is a world of difference between tbe general

uprising of a united people for their own Inde-
pendence against an oppressive alien power
and the insurgence of a domestic faction
againsi the constitution and government which
it had itself helped to establish. The one was
a movement for Independence and freedom;
the oilier was -unintentionally, but none the
!<^ surely a movement toward disorder and
anarchy.

CIVIL RULE IS PANAMA.

The abortive attempt at a military revolu-
tjon in rnnauiii a few weeks «X» forma tho
topic of an instructive letter from a member
of Tbe Tribune's staff, printed elsewhere in this
morning/a paper. From the writer's intimate
observation of affairs upon the spot. Itappears

thai the question really at issue was not mere-

ly whether there should be a change In some
departments ol the government, but whether It
Should be effected through military dictation.
We cannot greatly blame some I'anamans if

they di<l too readily turn to th«« array as a
means ot attaining their political ends, be-

cause they have been familiar with such meth-

ods for uncounted years and have been trained
to regard them as the proper thing. The habits
and methods of a century are scarcely to be
recast in a day.

t/hether it was practicable No utilize Sir Oli-
ver's Invention.

Mrs. William Amor Ohanler, formerly Miss Minnie
Ashley, has be.-., making herself popular with the
poor children \u0084f Great Neck. Long Inland. Te*t*r-
.lay aba distributed among them In person a alflgh-
ful of all the kinds of things Saint Nicholas Is fond
of bestowing. Mr*. Chanler recently became the
mother of a daughter

Miss Blanche Walsh will appear at the Herald
Square Theatre on January 80 in Clyde Fitch*
most recently announced piny. "The Woman In the
Case." It \n not permitted t«» Inquire about th«
plot. There la, In fact, much secrecy preserved
übout It. Hist!

Georga I'rothtnghom. who has played Friar Tuck
SO Often he has all but forgotten the lines of that
part, was to appear In "Lady Teazle" ax OliverSurface, but illness has obliged him to «tv« way
to Clar.-nou lUuiiyM "Ualedlcit*.' ».ij» Baa

NOTES OF THE STAGE.

Silas Ulllan Russell, who Is to appear to-night
.it the Casino In "Lady Teazle." has received word
from Denver that h«r daughter. Dorothy, whose
marriage to Edward Einstein, son of the senior
member of the law firm of Ein«t»»ln A Towrns«nd.attracted intention some time ago. is *erlou«ly ill
with bronchial pneumonia.

PRESIDENT'S GIFT TO HIGH SCHOOL.
President Roosevelt has sent a life stze. photo-

graph <.f himself to the Freeport High School, with
his autograph. Tne President dent the picture to
the school after Principal Carrls had written that
the pupils of the school were anxious to hare thePresident's photograph, arid would accept the sameas v Christmas gift.

Will Transact Only Pressing Busi-
ness in the Holidays.

Washington, Pec. 23.—President Roosevelt, so far
as the exigencies of public business will permit.
will rest thoroughly in th« Christmas holidays.
No engagements will lie made for next week, ex-
cept on affairs of particular importance. The Presi-
dent expoi-ta to spend as little time a? possible in
his offices. He will devote a large part of his time
to outdoor recreation, an! with members of his
family and personal friends will walk, drive and
ride on horseback several hours each day.

Since Congress met on December 5 the President
lias been under a heavy strain, mental and physical.
Many hours of every day and night have been
spent in receiving: callers with whom he has dis-
cu&sed scores of important questions. In the ex-
perience of the oldest White House attaches no
President ever received so many people in tho
same length of time as Mr. Rooseveit has received
in the last month. He has endured the strain with
scarcely an outward evidence of fatigue, but he
feels the need of a respite from so' constant a de-
mand on his time and strength, and proposes to
take it.
If the present plans are followed, the regular

Cabinet meetings will be held as usual next week
but it Is likely that they will be principally of a
routine character. Only business of pressing Im-
portance will be taken up by the President, whowill save himself for the many weeks of hardan.', continuous labor of the winter and spring.

Mira Alice Roosevelt, who has been the guest
of New-York friends for some time, returned toWashington to-day. She will take part in all theholiday festivities at the White House

THE PRESIDEXT TO REST.

H. L. CLAPPS GIFT TO MALTESE-
VaWtn. Malta. Die 8 -IIL. Plsi w*| Jjj

completed arr.«'iK<-:ii> to butW s n-\u25a0n -\u25a0 '-'\\ ..
his own sxpsaM at tea Gtettaao kil SSS
mil** north of V.ilett Is »" Ain.iK«:i

*•"*

b«cu livingat Mali* for •»"»* time.

brokeu all records."'

MISS CHEATHAM'S SPECIAL MATIN**
Miss KlityClUStaeai (Mrs. » h*-..:lM:n-nv>»P* :

''
announces a SBScisJ Paattnee al lbs 1.w.-'.:m

' *:i
tr»» on Thursday afternoon. January I»*

o'clock. MU« v'heatruun will have th» *HlsB»W
of on* or two artists Tho major portion of P«r

programm* will consist of « asvasatlsi taanoU***
written SUIT—ljfor l^r \u25a0\u25a0*\u25a0 by MaiST****8 >k'^
Inatwa. supplemented i.y r*quesl w;,:- ., il!^'..;.^i1!^'..;.^
from Mt«!« I'hwiiham » rep*>rtou.-. Usctudasi rf

tini!!-.children and nesro songs.

The a«if!,ation method has its obviousobjections, among which are the following: (1)
J« <JotH not disclose what the contractors oen-eller tie earth iuid the rock to be worth, fep-

BEGanmo Tin: barge canal.
The bids that have been opened for the barge

canal work not only reflect great credit on the
engineering force that made the estimates on
which the people were led to approve the proj-
ect, but also on the present public officials who
have, in the light of experience, safeguarded the
Htate treasury. It is evident that under Gov-
ernor Odell the greatest pains have been taken
to avoid the mistakes which made the $8,000,000
Improvement co wasteful and unsatisfactory,
and there is every prospect that under Governor
Higgles the work willbe prosecuted with econ-
omy and extreme care to prevent abuses.

The former improvement was handicapped by
tin initial mimaka of estimates. The work pro-
jected could not Lave l*en economically done
for the amount announced to the people. That
was partly due to ignorance and partly, we fear,
to unwillingness on the part of some commercial
luteirsti agitating for the enlargement to dis-
cuss the plan in aJI its seriousness for fear of
Cdghtenlnsj the voters. Then the system of un-
balanced bias for classified excavation opened
the doer to enormous charges for ÜBfigared
work. Ittlso opened the door to disputes as to
the character of excavation, like that which
BVSM 1:: the recent campaign concerning the
ruraaeevllle payments. These dangers have
fceca guarded against on the new work. The
Ptate Engineer and the Advisory Board have
j>lans so complete that the contractors have of-
fered to do the work item by item just about on
their estimates. No future question about rock
<r earth oxcavatlon is to cause trouble and loss
io the fcTat<\ The bids are put Infor excavation
on specified sections regardless of the material.
This might be expected to raise the bids, and
doubtless* would have done so but for the exist-ence of careful profiles and cross sections and
other data which give contractors a pretty ac-
mrate idea of what they are to encounter. Un-
less the plans are altered and the route changed
the bids for any section assure the State of its
completion for the sum named without a chance
for extras. The "Engineering News," after
carefully considering the 6ubject, gives thisopinion:

BESIEGED BY FOG.
Owing to a combination of geographical and

meteorological influences, England is botheredmore frequently with fog than some other
countries, but the siege which she endured for
two or three days this week was unusually
trying. Steamships were embarrassed in get-
Una; into and out of port, railway travel was
rendered dangerous and almost paralyzed
through the inability of engineers to Bee Big-
iials. and the street* of London were nearly
impassable by carriages and pedestrians. Time
is money, and. though it is not easy to com-
pute the loss which lias been caused by these
several .-lasses of delay in business, the esti-
mate which puts it at $3,000,000 does not sound
unreasonable.

Fop usually forms when a stratum of air
heavily laden with vapor drifts gently from a
region when- the surface temperature is high to
one that is a little lower. A movement of that
kind from the Gulf Stream to the vicinity of
Icebergs or a polar current explains the preva-
lence of the phenomenon off Newfoundland at
certain times of the year. The same result may
be expected when the land is cooler than the ad-jacent sea. The presence of dust particles in
the atmosphere evidently facilitates partial con-densation, for microscopic bits of solid material
are often found in vesicles of fog. Hence, a
••ity is liable to suffer more severely than rural
districts. Still, the fundamental requisites are
humidity, temperature contrasts and stagnation
of the air. There is hardly any phase of the
weather which docs not inconvenience mankind
in one way or another. Whether it be too hot
or too cold, too wet or too dry, too windy or too
calm, the consequences are unpleasant, If notactually hurtful.

The moat rational and promising attempt tobanish foe was suggested twenty years or moreago by Sir Oliver Lodge. His earlier experi-
ments seemed to indicate that by means of an
electrical discharge of a certain character In
the air the latter could be freed from dust par-
ticles and fog. Not receiving much encourage-
mem at Jirst, sir Oliver temporarily abandonedhis Investigations. These have been resumed
within the last year or two, but nave thus farbeen confined to the laboratory. Perhaps be-came his system involved too large an expense
Inproportion to the effect produced the plan has
not yet been practically applied, either on land orsea. To render the atmosphere of a big harbor
like that of New-York or Liverpool clear might
be so costly an undertaking that the idea would
not deserve consideration. Such a task would
be further hampered by the necessity for suita-
ble liases of operation distributed over the
water. If each machine were capable of dis-
pelling fog within a radius of only a few yards,
tee task of opening a way from Bandy Hook to
Quarantine would apparently be hopeless. In
a city the buildings occupy no much apace that
a relatively smaller urea there would need to
be supplied with "fog eaters," and. if these
were not cumbrous enough to obstruct the
streets Sir Oliver's plan might be feasible, pro
vided that it was not too expensive.
ItIs to be wished that more wan known about

the first coat of his apparatus, the amount of
current required to clear the air withina range
of fifty feet (for Instance), and the time la
which the desired result would ensue. With
such information at hand, lighthouse boards
ittul municipal authorities could Quickly decide

Of course, it would not be fair to complain of
*uch Josses without due consideration of the fact
that the use of all these franchises liiis con-
tributed greatly to that metropolitan develop-
ment which now permits terms favorable to

the taxpapprs to be exacted from the promoter*
of new t«terprises. As they think of the vast

profits \u25a0wfiich tlie first subway is sure to produce
during a loiig lease, the people are naturally dis-
posed to regret the conditions of the contract
and the assertion is sometimes heard that if
the commission had shown a stiffor temper cap-
ital would have adopted a different attitude
without much longer delay. But it is easy to lw»
wise after the event, and it ought not to be for-
gotten in this day of eager competition for un-
derground franchises that the commission long
searched in vain for men courageous enough to
accept what it had to offer, even on the terms
which are now deemed too liberal. It is an un-
deniable fact that the Manhattan and Metropoli-
tan companies— great corporations which were
avaricious of new privileges and could command
ample resources

—
abandoned negotiations which

they found they could not conclude to suit thetn-
6elves. Itis not improbable that if the commis-
sion bad held off a year or two longer liie eyes
of capitalists would have been opened to the
opportunity which was going begging; but many
years had already elapsed, the demand for ad-
ditional transportation facilities grew constantly
louder, and the commission was dally urged to
do something or else retire from the field.

But even though the first subway contract
might hare been more satisfactory to the tax-
payers if Ithad been delayed a short time, it
has led to a clear comprehension of the value
of similar franchises, imbuing the public and,
we think, the commission with a determination
to make good bargains hereafter. Tho Sixth
aye. and Ninth-st. tunnels agreeably Illustrate
the new view which has come to prevail, and it
may reasonably be hoped that a stillmore strik-
ing illustration willresult from the competition
of the Interborough and Metropolitan companies
for the East Side subway which the commission
is planning.

LEABKDfG WISDOM.
That the protests against the Kr:uiihiK <>f a

perpetual franchise for the crosstown branch
tunnel under Ninth-fit, were timely and judicious

Is shown by the fact tunl the Rapid Transit
Commission has yielded to them and stipulated
that the tunnel property may be taken over by

the city at an assessed valuation after twtenty-

ftve years. Thus the Sixth-aye. line and the

LU>—town branch are put on the' same satisfac-
tory basis, excepting for a kiikill space near the
river, which ia properly a terminal. This trans-
action marks the program which the city has
made within a comparatively short period in
dealing with the privileges nrblch n has to be-

stow. Tne people do not need to be reminded
of the Immensely valuable franchises which the
municipality baa virtually given away in time
XiaM. The evidence <.f such profligacy abounds
on every hand. Iti*sale to say that New-York
ought to be deriving, from The multifarious
riphts in the streets which it has surrendered
almost gratuitously as fast as they were asked
for, a revenue large enough to have made the
burdens of government likrht.

arately (°) in case of any change of alignment

and grade involving different proportions of
rock and earth, there is no unit price in the con-
tract that can be used; (3) in making the month-
ly estimates the enguu-er is apparently forced
to allow the excavation bidding price regarril.-ss

of the kind of material excavated, resulting in
the payment of an unduly high price for the
first work done— the earth stripping.

Offsetting these objections in this particular

case we have »D The State Kngineer is de-
pendent upon none of his many subordinates
for the proper interpretation of :i classification
clause- (2) there can be no lawsuit arising from

the Interpretation of a classification clause, and
(St neither the judgment nor the integrity of
the engineering department can be assailed in
respect to excavation classification.

On the whole, therefore, it approves the
method, and it flndfl that the prices havo not
been increased by the plan. This is a most en-

couroßlng outlook. There is no doubt that a

Kivat majority of the people want to see an en-
larged caual suited i>> the needs of modern com-
merce, and one of the chief objections of tho
minority to the project vti the fear that it

would not be wis.iy and honestly carried oat,
but would entail an enormous v ntemplated
outlay. Such practical skill and good sense as

are now being shown in the initiation of the

work >;o far to disarm fears, though they should
not diminish popular vigilance.

Impartial I'unn-r Jontß Wai, *iijtr««M thing
Ilike about these plagi nutomohlUaig, anyway

Farmer brown ii '- '.'L,,,,
Farmer Jones—They -i\u25a0\u25a0» t mLKettln kille,!

themselves any more than they do lUiUng other
<olk!-\Hrooklyii Life.

THE SIMPLE! LIFE.

'Tis not a dainty the- gods would relish -
Those feasting goda of mythology—

The name would never with grace embellish
The menus of high society.

But nothing can get more proper action
On the hungry spot 'neath a feller's jeans.

Can give more comfort and satisfaction
To a yearning 1 Stomach than pork and beans.

When the fanner man for feed is craving
And the system Is wrapped in a flame of yearn

When the stomach rebels and is misbehaving
And th« teeth in anxiety seem to burn.

How the. gay glad light of anticipation
Through a fellow's optics in Joy careens.

When on the air of the. feeding station
Ho sniffs the odor of pork and beans!

When the purse is Bat from a dearth of boodle.
When but ii 'lime is reposing there,

When a fellow feels he could eat a poodle

And try to imugln» it Belgian hare.
When a reg*lar dinner, with pie and puddin'.

In way up yonder beyond hid means.
One feast w his and a mighty good "un—

A man's size platter of pork and beans,

Chicago, mart of the hog, we bless you.
With wreaths of gratitude deck your name.

And Boston. In love, wed fain cares* you
For the succulent truck you've given fame,

No combination do culinary.
From the diilntv dishes of kings and queens

Clear down to poverty's commissary.
Can hold a candle to pork and b*ans.—

(.Denver Post.

A collage president has exceptional opportunities
for studying tartness. The following story, told
by President Eliot of Harvard. should prove a val-
uable addition to public knowledge of the disease.
Dr. Eliot sal.i: "There was once a student at Har-
vard who. Ithink, whs absolutely the laziest stu-

dent 1 ever knew. HIJ family was devotedly at-

tached to him. but he not only would not answer
their letters, but would OCX open them. Finally
his aunt, livingIn NeW-Tork, telegraphed ire ask-
ing what wan the matter with 'bob.' Ireplied
that she hud better come on h«rs«.|f and investi-
gate. She called it the young man's lodging* and
found him MillIn

'""
H
' v '"'"

k '"
the mrrnintf,

with thirteen unopened telegrams on the table,

ami he «tren lously objected to getting up «yen
than. 1 urn informed. i,«»\oi C.ulesn, thut that young
man in to-duy one of the1 m"3t 8U «ifl,llawyers
In his State."

According to a story in "The Louisville ('ourier-

Jouma!.
" tho passengers In a sleeping ear which

was rolling through Oklahoma not long :iko—that \K

those of the passengers who bad not been In that
section of the country before— were startled at the
announcetm-nt marie by the conductor one morning

Just as they wire getting into their clothes m that
brief and narrow slot by courtesy termed a berth.
"(looflnlKht!" roared the conductor as be oassed
through the i-ur. "Goodnight!" "N.>t on jour Ufa
good night," cried three «>r four of the passengers.

"It's Booil morning, for it's been a bad night."
"Goodnight," called the conductor in all faith, for

of a truth tho name of the. next station was "Good-
night," -which town is located In Logan County, on
tbe Ciniarron River.

On ami Off.—Knobbs— They aa.y poverty egged
him onto the siape.

Bnobbs— "Yes, and the pallcry ogpe'l bin Off.—
(Princeton Tiger.

A substance called petrollgnite Is be.itip adopted
as a material for the decks of shin.". It in pre-
pared from sawdust, mix**'! with certain minerals
and formed Into slabs under liiKli hydraulic press-
ure. Its valuable properties are that it is non-
inflammable and Is not slippery when wet.

TUB DEACON'S CHRISTMAS DINNER.
Why. Mars* Tom! Did Ah ha.> turkey?

Ax dat question ( hrla'mas Pay—
'T wouldn't nohow seem lack Chris'mnp

Kf Ah didn't—whut yd' say?

Didn't know Ah raised no turkeys.
'Less Ah raised 'uni off de porch?

Ain't dem scan'lous "sinuations
Ter er d?act.n ob de church?

"To1 dun miss er big fat gobbler?"
'ripeck sonic varmint tote him "way

—
'I/OW hit war er 'coon er 'possum.

Er er mink—whut dat jro' say'

"Knows hit war er 'coon' fer sartla,
'Causa do tracks war 'round do tree,"

An' yo' fun' somebody I1
''

pra'r book—
Wiiut dat pot ter do wld mo?

Whar war Ah do night 'to' Chris"ma? ?"
Now, Mars' Tom. Dat »ho ain't right

¥Vr ter ax A'hur war or deacon
On de day to' Chris'maa night!

-\u25a0(Puck.

The Spanish Cortes i.« about to become the scone
of a remarkable experiment In social legislation.

The Minister of the Interior baa drafted a bill ab-
solutely prohibiting the selling of tobacco, cigars

or cigarettes to any person under seventeen years

ofnee. The penalties vary from $10 to $K». with Im-
prisonment in exceptionally bad cases. The measure
is justified us Imperative for the arrest of racial
degeneration. Tuberculosis makes great ravages
among Spanish laboring youths, who, for the most

part undernourished and already enfeebled by this

and overwork, aggravate matters by spending: much
of their scanty wages in tobacco, generally cig-
arettes

rnr talk of Tin: day.

The reason of the Russian fleet's failure to
make a final sortie from Port Arthur is set forth
in the statement that the best guns were taken
from the ships for use in the forts. The fleet

was thus sacrificed for the strengthening of the

land defences. There Is thus some grim satis-
faction to the Russians Inthe loss of their :leot.
for the naval puns have doubtless done far more,

execution against the Japanese on land than
they could have done on the pea.

Judging from reports that come from Wash-
ington in regard to the River and Harbor bill,
the slioes of "pork" will be fewer and thinner
this year than usual, with a possibility that
there may be none at all, except in the most

commendable instances.

Many of the drivers of horses in the Btreetl of

New-York and Brooklyn have shown a deplor-

able lack of consideration of their animals in
troublous conditions of late. To force an ill
shod horse, dragging a ponderous load through
the snows, which have been so heavy this De-
cember, is a form of particularly offensive
cruelty. It is unfortunate that the society at
Mn.dlson-ave. and Twenty-sixth-st. has so small
a force for such an emergency.

Itis said there have been forty bank fr.ilurea
in lowa the last year, with losses of <>\u25a0 er $1-.-
000,000. Bight of the presidents of these banks
committed suicide and the whereabouts of some
of th«; others are not known. The story of
frenzi»'<l rural finance is told In th«* statement
that the defalcations reported were generally

due to losses in stock or grain speculations.

Evidently there are more routes than the Chad-
wick one to bank failure.

Now, ifone ot those t-arthejuakes at Panama
would kindly shake a way through the Culebra
hills to the Pacific it would remedy what now
seems to have been a defect In the original plans
of the northern and southern continents, and
also end the discussion as to the advisability of
a sea level canal.

Reports from St. Nicholas Land say the won-
derful Chrißtmas trees are fuller of fruit this
yoar than usual. The fruit will be ready for
gathering to-morrow or Monday.

It would be presumptuous to pronounce off-
hard a more than general judgment on the new
terminal plans which the officers and architects
of the New-York Central Railroad Company

have been slowly maturing for a long time. But
it is? safe to say that they assure a vast im-
provement on present arrangements and justify
the expectation that when the work is done
New-York willhave the most commodious rail-

road station in the world.

When the subway in filled with walking "adn"
perhaps those on the walls will come down— to
see the phenomenon.

to give frofi lectmm Such work might prtpwlj
be conducted by koujp of the rharitnble organi-

zations of th* city. It would be closely akin
to, and would admirably supplement, one of
the current methods of fighting tuberculosis In
New-York.
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NOTE& OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.
|FROM THE TRIBUNE BUREAU.]

Washington. Dec. 23.—Associate Justice and

Mrs. John M. Harlan celebrated the forty-eighth

anniversary of their wedding to-day. At th« re-
ception given this afternoon at their home. In
Kuelld Place, they were surrounded by their chil-
dren and grandchildren, among whom w<r« Mr.
and Mrs. James F. Harlan. the Rev. Richard
Harlan and his wife, the Misses Laura and Ruth
Harlan and Miss Edith Harlan Child. The h^t
and hostess were assisted by Mrs. Charlen S.
BromweU, Mr*. A. H. Snow, Mrs. Herman. Miss
Eleanor Hoyt, Miss Florence Conrad. Mis=» Elolse
Sargent, Miss Marela Butler and Miss fEdith
Miller.

The marriage of MiSP Daisy belter to th» I^arl
of Suffolk will take, place at tl.e Loiter home on
Monday. Owing to th« deep mourning of th»» fam-
ily th« ceremony will be as strictly private, as the
Campbell-Letter wedding of last month. Lionel
Guest, son of Lord Wlneburne. of Kngland. who
reached this country a few days ago. will he th«
earl's best man. Major and Mrs. Colin Campbell
arrived in Washington last night, and Lady «"ath-
arln»» Howard, a sister of the earl, is also a guest

at the Letter home. Mrs. Letter has no intention
of selling her house in Dupont Circle, but will
continue to live in Washington.

Mrs. King WalnwrUht. of Btyn Mawr. P*nn..
arrived in Washington to-day to spend the holi-
days with her parents. Senator and Mrs. Foraker.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[FROM THE TRIBUNE BUREAU.]

Washington, Dec. 23.—Count Cansini. f his health
permits, will open the Russian Embassy to-morrow
afternoon for the raffle of a piano for the benefit of

the Red Cross Society of Russia.
Mr Takahlra. the Japanese Minister, who under-

went an operation for appendicitis In New-York, ha*

re.sumed his official duties.

THE CABINET.
[FROM THE TRIUI'NB BUREAU.I

Washington, Dec. 23—Secretary Morton has gone

to New-York on private business, but win return

to-morrow.

Miss Flora Wilson, daughter of the Becr*Ury

Agriculture, did not return to this country with

Mi«s Kvelyn Walsh, whom she accompanied abroad
In the fall, but is continuing her musical studie" In
Paris, where for the present she Is established at a
convent.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
(FROM THE TRIBt'NS BTfREAC.I

Washington. I*c
- 23.-Presidmt Roosevelt re-

ceived a call this afternoon from Mr. Takahlra.
the Japanese Minister, who came to par his re-

spects. It was the Minister's first visit at the

White House since his recovery from a recent Ill-
ness, of which ho still bears traces. "Iam grow-

ing stronger every day." said Mr. Takahlra. "»ri«l

Ialready feel very like myself again."

The annual distribution of turkeys took piare at

the White House this afternoon. Every man. from
Secretary 1..0eb to the humblest sweeper, who i»

the head of a family received a. fine large bird.
Henry Pinckney. the steward, who has presided at

the yearly turkey distribution, was in charge to-

day. He made a trip to the market early this
morning and selected thirty-five of the fattest
birds he could find. These he, brought back to the
White House In the big covered market wagon, and
piled them in tempting array on a table In the

basement kitchen. As Boon an the word was given

out. shortly after 3 p. m.. that the turkeys were
ready to be. distributed, there was a general rush

in the direction of "PlnckneyviHe," as some of the

employes term the steward's domain. It was first
come, llrst served, and Plnckney was not charged

with favoritism. The unmarried employes of the

White House, who did not share in the distribution,

watched the proceedings with envious eyes. "To

the benedicts belong the spoils." remarked Secre-
tary Loeb to one of the bachelor clerks who asked

about his turkey. "You may get one next year if
you continue to stand In the favor of a certain
young woman out in the Northwest."

After the Cabinet meeting to-day several of the

members stopped to chat In the anteroom of th«

President*! office. Secretaries Wilson and Hitch-
cock commented on the fact that a great many

newspaper men have been promoted to high places

In the last few years.

"Now. there's Wynne." remarked Mr. Hitch-

cock, •He's a full fledged Cabinet officer, and

seems to be right at home, too."
"Yes." replied one of the. correspondents, "/he

Postmaster General nays that he does not feel at
all strange In the company he Is now keeping, be-

cause he had rubbed up against the big men or
the Capitol so often in his newspaper capacity \u25a0

"Well, that's all right so far as he Is concerned."
said Secretary "Wilson, "but think of our feelings

In the case."
When Postmaster General Wynne came out and

heard what Secretary Wilson had said, he had a
pointed retort ready.

"That reminds me of what Secretary Foster

once told me. l was his private secretary at one
time, and he said that when he came to Congress

he at first wondered how he got there. Before he
had been there very long, however, he wondered

how all the others got there."

Mrs. Fr^'^-lrk »ilson has *SM Ml tnwrt "»

spend th» hoHdwys with Mr. and Mrs R»ir*M '.

Vanderbtlt. at their place, near K*W**r4

Mr?. V«rid»rb'H and Mis* Gladys Vanderbilt l*av«
town n»>t w*-«k le stay -with P". «nd Mr« vv
Sewarri Webb Bi Bheibwms Farms. tr»tr pa.-« :n
V*>rTTIOTIT.

\u25a0"Fans;"" wa? givn 'n?r nt«hf aft tne sawn, »\u25a0'\u25a0"-!
Mm<\ Earncs In thi r"l»» \u25a0•* Maryuerits. Annas
those- rr»wnt -irpr* Mr?. OHM Wilson. Mr. an<i
Mr? I laroaos M. Hyde. Mr. and Mrs. F. F-*r-»
Hyd-\ Mr. and Mrs. Rutherford Sruyvwsrit. Mr?
Btayvossat Fish. Mrs. Astor. Mr.and Mrs. Bre«s*.
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest H. Crosby. Mr. ard Mr«
William B. LaadSL Mr. and Mr.". H. A. C. Ta-. or,

Mr. and Mr». I. Townsfnd Burden. Miss Gwp-u1 v.\-tv.\-t
Burden. Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Si* an*. Mr. and Mr*
«'larenc<» Mackay Mrs. «»enrge L. R;v Mr. .in I

Mr?. James A. Stlllman. Mrs. Usfvrton Wtnthr>n\
BUM Mary Wlnthxop. Mrs. l-'r^.i-ri

-
Pearson. Gen-

eral and Mrs. Frederick Dent Grant. D. O. Mill*
and Colonel John Jacob Astor.

>


