
TSSIOS OF DAKCING GILLES OF BINCHE, BELGIUM, SURROUNDED BY THE populace.

Till: GILLES OF BIXCUE.

Tke ftstivaJ of the dancing Gi!les of Bine-he
ftinmsry respects the quaintest of these ;"i>u-

rasz> •\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0- This festival takes place on Ifardi-
Gra£ at tie Eir.che, a town of Hainaut- The
ororral cf Blnrfie has alurays been held in hip-h
fipote If I»-]_;..r.s. bot •without its Gilies it
BHilflnot be Bubstantlally different from that
cf Koine, Nice n.r.3 other towns.

Tbese Gillvs. rr dancing men. who form the
{lory of the Biacbe carnival, are characterized
\u2666t their beadfircsses and humps. The head-

t-ess is siost elaborate and striking. In shnpe

It resembles tl c r>latime top hat of our great-

|9SflS^ben. T>ie hat is surmounted with magr-

tlScert ostrich feathers from three to four feet

Their Carnival the Quaintest of
Belgian Mediaeval Custom*.

The persist* nt maxmi r in which Belgians cling

to their mediaeval festivals and traditions is a
characteristic rational trait well know?) to those
fair.i'iar with the Flemish rind Walloon pi-ov-

ja«-s. The survival of such popular f^tes as
that of the carnival procession of the dar.tin~

Gilies a.t Btoche attests the innate love of Bel-
gian for these picturesque vestiges of their fore-
fiiiifrs' civilization.

m length, which give to the wearers the appear-
f piants. FTom each hat. besides, flow
I wide, variegated ribbons, while the Gilles'
rs ir bedecked with trimmings of real
tad ribbons to match those of the hat.

Kv>r> WS a mask and a silk belt, fr-.rn
.all bells.

The .ntjre Gille's outfit costs from $40 to $50,
• sum for ihe peasant youths, generally
I ly the carnival committee to fill the

part of acton in the Mardi-Oras festivities. The
honor of being a Gille is so great, however,

Ith.- gay Lotharios of Btnche, and carries
: restige with the local damsels, that the

men chosen by the committee are only
too pleased to make the financial sacrifice de-
manded of them.

In the afternoon of ftfardJ-Gras th-- Gilles, In
full uniform, two hundred strong, preceded by

\u25a0J brass bands and muafcal dubs, ap-
I'f'-'m '' ' n and march toward the Grande

right thus offered is unique ir. the-
of carnival rejoicings. The Gillea pro-

Ito the tune of Uh band just
At every few steps they stop, bend

and onbend, to heighten the effect of th<
ing from the bells worn at their belts. Their

rs Boat to and fro. and envelop them in
a rainbow of ribbon. At the sam< time the
simultaneous ringing of bells and thumping of

A DANCING GILLE OF BINCHE IN FULL
|

PRESS.

A .-. "iinß American prirl lived in a bleak West-
ern city. Th.-re were in thus.- days no institutes
for the treatment of rabies or threatened rabies,

sroung girl's life was
monotonous, and one day shn burst into a neigh-
bor's house, almost beside herself with joyous

merit.
Her dark eyes flashed. Her cheeks had a

delicate rose flush. Panting a little, she cried
in a tremulous voice:

"Thank goodness, we are going to Paris at
last! Dad has been bitten by a mad dog. 1*

HOW SHE WOULD GET TO PARIS.
rh; ' Tower, the American Ambassa-

dor to Germany, spoke of the Americans' love"f Pa* nner that he gave in Philadel-
phia.

wooden sabots on the cobblestones sound like
the echo of a cavalry charge.

The Gilks have each a straw basket hangingto one side from the belt, and filled 'with or-anges. With these they bombard the spectatorsas they dance along. As soon as emptied thebaskets are filled again by men from behind, ap-•
I for this duty. A general battle of *>-
then takes place between the Gilles and

the carnival merrymakers. Finally the pro-
•

reaches the Town Hall, in front ofwhich, seated on a platform, is the Mayor.
surrounded by the municipal officials. The
Gilles then terminate the day's festivities by
a general war dan..-, riving a prolonged ex-
hibition of their capabilities. The public like-
wise Joins in the fun. and soon some five thou-
sand persons— men, women and children—may
be Been gayly waltzing .-round the Grande
Place. The sipht of an entire population, dressed
In carnival costume, and masked, dancing in the

<:r to the music of the Gilles brass band,
nut easily forgotten. The dancing con-

tinues until the late evening^ when iht sport is
brought to ;in end by the Mayor, who formally

a gold medal to the Gille who has
proved himself the most expert dancer..

sitting cross legged, as in the majority of stat-
ues, but reclining on a huge raised couch, his
mighty form stretched out for two hundred feet,
while his shoulders rival the width of that won-
der of the ancient world, the Colossus of Rhodes,
their titanic breadth reaching fifty f- I

But one among the wonders of Rangoon, this
mighty figure rests near the famous Shoay
I'aeon, the centre of the Burmese Buddhist
world, crowned by the golden pagoda, which
rises three hundred feet above it, its walk
ered with pore sold, the gift of a prince, who
contributed his weight in gold to the pagod >.
In the Shoay Dagun there are countless oth -r
statues of Buddha, as well as relics of Gautama,
the last Buddha. All, equally with the huge
reclining Buddha, form a part of the religious

Continued on eighth page.

BIBUKE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.
HUGE STATUE OF BUDDIIA

Mighty Reclining Figure at Ran-
goon, Burmah.

To the Eastern traveler the statue of Buddhais a familiar sight. From Colombo, in Ceylon
to Kobe, in Japan, he is everywhere grated hy
the same calm, impassive and mysterious faco
of the Eastern preceptor of perfection. But inno city In the Orient do the form and face of
Buddha constitute so frequent or so essential a
Part of the city's decoration a? in Rangoon.
Burmah. starting place of Mr. Kipling's famous"Road to Mandalay." the stronghold of Buddh-
ists. Notable even among the count!. «a stat-
ues of Rangoon is the mammoth Buddha, rep.
resenting the strange teacher, not standing or

LIKING FIGURE OF BUDDHA AT RANGOON, BURMAH. IT IS 200 FEET LONG AND 50 FEET WIDE ACROSS THE SHOULDERS.
(CopyricJit, 1904. by Underwood & Underwood, New S
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