
'
IFORM TREATIES.

An interesting and somewhat novel point Is
put forward by the President in his letter to
the Senate concerning the arbitration treaties,
which has Just been made public. Itis that the
the treaties negotiated with the various powers

are not only practically identical in terms, but
also that they are Intended all to be made
effective together. The President would not
willingly,he saye. see one of them rntlned and
put into force unless all the others were nt the
same time similarly treated. This latter prin-
ciple marks tlie taking of a new mid advanced
jrround in international affairs, and may not be
devoid of much signltitance in tli«> future devel-
opment of international law.

There is n > question as to the right of a na-
tion to make a special treaty with one nation
such as it makes with no other. Every nation
does that, nt one time or another, for some
legitimate purposo. without violation of the

"moßt favcred nation" clause. Doubtless the
nations will continue so to *». But it is quite

obvious that there are some general princi-

ples and subjects upon v, hk-h uniformity ot
treaty relations would be desirable. Two na-

tions may make a special commercial treaty,

because of special commercial conditions which
exist between them and no others, but there
are no such special conditions In respect to the
maintenance of peace and the adjustment of
disputes. A system of arbitration which would
be suitable between any two nations Bhould be
also suitable between any other two nations.
Such uniform action as that aimed at by the
President tends, therefore, logically and reason-
ably, toward exalting what would otherwise be
a mere local agreement into something much
like international law. He would give to the
arbitration principle some such effective 6copu

as that of the Declaration of Paris or of the
Geneva Convention, and that would obviously

be a great gain for the world. Great Britain has
been doing something like it.but in a different
way. She has been making similar treaties
with various • nations, but making them one
at a time. The President emphasizes his pur-
pose and enhances its beneficent effect by mak-
ing them all at the same time.

Incidentally, this proposition of his ought

greatly to strengthen the case for ratification of
the treaties by brushing away the last remains
of the "entangling alliances" bogey. Ifan arbi-
tration treaty were proposed withJust one great
power, some might see in It a sinister scheme
for the advantage of that power or for the

n-.*klns of invidious distinctions against some
oth«f. Bat when we propose to make Identical
treaties with all or nearly all the powers at
once, there can be no such objection. We are
malting no invidious discriminations, but are

proposing equal treatment and "honest friend-
ship vrit\iall." Itfta gratifying thing that this
country'B relations with all the powers are such

thct it can make such a proposal to them. It

will be still more gratifying to have the pro-

posal ratified and put into effect, and thus
to bring practical arbitration more nearly

than ever before into the domain of interna-
tional law.

plieh a work second only in Importance to that
of Its honorably remembered predecessor.

The Netherlands frjvernment has chosen the
military x>&rid« gruaiiU near tho iiueoii for the

The Hon. Alonxo Tubbs, of Gasconnade
County, Mo., who Is seeking to make tip-
ping a misdemeanor, speaks of it ns "a custom
Imported from the llfe-snpped East." M;.

Tubbn is vigorous, full of the sap of Ufa and
the milk of unkindness— to waiters. His word
coinage processor also eeem to be In flr»t clsa*
working order. •'Life-sapped" Is not altogether
complimentary to the Eaat, but as a change

from the stereotyped Western phrase "the effete
Unit

"
It 1h ii i.l .islng novelty. The Kast.

whether effete or life-sapped, will be glad to
hear more of Mr. Tubbs.

The best way to enlarge th~ Brooklyn Bridge
Is to leavn it alone and build a tunnel near It.

New-York ia now reaping some of the fruits
of the three platoon system Imposed upon It
by sentimentalists who played Into the hands of
Tammany politicians. Soon or late, cltlfs, Ilka
men. must pay the price of their folllM.

The National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children has a remarVable museum,
where, within a glass case. Is a collection of im-
plements of torture. Straps cf every description

are there, sticks, ciuu3 and ropo with the knots
still in them that once held childish wrists fast.
There are also twisted hooks, bamboo canes and a
chain with a padlock by which an imbecile chilJ
was for years fastened to a post. Hanging by it-
self Is a straw basket two feet long and a foot
Jeep In which twins were found on a baby farm.

Delia—For mercy's sake. Nettie, what's the matter
with your white Bhirt waist? It's awfully soiled in
the back.

Nettie— Another "Black Hand" outrage, Isuppose.
That's where the brakeman caressed me aa he
helped me off the train.

—
(Boston Transcript.

Itwas the "human fallability factor" that brough;
about that crash in the subway. On the express
tracks this factor has been eliminated by "trips"
which automatically prevent a train from running
into a "block" on which a train is standing. This
system was not used on the subway locals in the
interest of the fetich "fifteen minutes to Harlem."
Better take a little longer to reach Harlem than
run the risk of not reaching it at all.

Australia, according to a report from Melbourne,
will export this year only 20,C00>,000 bushels of wheat.
as airainst double that amount last year. Wheat
raisers, whether iti Canada, the United dtates or
Australia, are not likely In the near future to be.
reduced to the necessity of emulating the cotton
planters of the South and making a bonfire of the
golden grain.

First Doctor—No. t!ii3 isn : :' ;H. Vitus'S
dance.

Assistant— Then what's the matter with tnl* man?
First Doctor— He has whiz* wagon twitch, from

dodging 'autos."— (Puck.

Th^re are ten degrees of proSY-tency in Jiu jltsu
In Janan. few attaining even to the second. Re-
cently, when an officer who had shown great pro-
ficiency in the art dU-d heroically at Port Arthur.
his name was advanced a degree In Jiu Jltsu. as
that was dseOMd the highest possible honor to h;a
memory.

Willie—Pa. what do those ladles sseaa when they
talk nbout "woman's sphere"?

Pa—Their idea of woman's sphere, my aon. Is the
earth. They think it belongs to them.—(Philadel-
phia Ledger.

As shown by the inventories of forts, ships, sup-
plies and <iina and powder, it was not lack of am-
munition that caused the fallof Port Arthur. Gen-
eral Btoesstl himself ascribed the surrender to the
Japanese 11-inch guna. After their arrival further
resistance ttimply meant a slaughter.

REFORM.

["White liea" \u25a0were condemned as Inexcusable In a,
discussion before* the Browning Society, of Philadelphia. 1

No more white lies? Well, that is tough!
We surely have hard work enough
To maintain life's am*»niti<»s
Without the weight of Biich decrees.
When callers come with wits passe
Who had much better stay away.
Can now no more the maid say: "No'm
This afternoon she ain't at home"?
And when you meet, them face to face
What truthful phrase can take the place—
And still leave peaceful atmosphere—
Of "I'm <o glad you came, my dear"?
Or Ifperchance you meet a friendAs through the Etrt-et your wav you wend
To him what else Is there to tell
But "You are looking very weir—
When aaked expression of your views.What la it eaf*iy you can choose.With no Intention to dccciv*But say what people want to believe?
A«ain. when your opinion's asked »Now won't your nerve be somewhat tasked
And suffer much embarrassmentTo say aught else but "Excellent"?
No more whit* lies? Itmay I
But IfItts a world of woe
Will quickly shrivel to an endFor not a *oul will have a friend.—

{Indianapolis News.
From figures compiled »t the beginning vt the new

year it appears that there are in the United Btatf«
something over 50.0C0.000 members of Christian
churches and that In the year Just closed the
churches have added nearly eCO.OGO to their numbers.
ThU Increase Is somewhat larger »h*n that of ths
preceding year, and nearly all religious bodies
ber.eflt by it. The number of churches has Increased
In the last year by 2.?:o and there ar" 1.674 more
ministers than Inthe previous year. ItIs worthy Sf
notice that the increase In the ministry does not
keep pace with the Increase of churches, and at the
present time leadera tn all religious bodies are seek-
ing a solution of the ministerial problem, trying to
ascertain why the ministry does not attract the
young men of tc-dtty as It did those of former
years.

"J love youf"
"Have you seen pane,?"
"Y«a, Iitw him last night at the poker party

Tn.vt how 1 got enough, money to propose on"

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

J. J. Taylor, of Chicago, a relative of President
Zachary Taylor, Is in Louisville, to investigate the
condition of tho grave of his distinguished relative.

The grave is at St. Matthews, near Louisville. It

Is the intention of his family, in the event of the
refusal of the government to repair the grave, to
expend a sura sufficient to put it lna condition be-
flttir.g the last resting placa of a President of the
United States.

General Lord Kitchener, of Khartoum, command-
er in chief InIndia, has Just entered upon his thtr-
ty-nfth year of army service, he having joined the
Royal Engineers as a lieutenant on January 4. IS7L
He remained exactly twelve years a lieutenant,

being promoted to captain on January 4. 1883. From

that point his promotion waa somewhat rapid, he
passing through the ranks of major and lieutenant
colonel to that of colonel In little more than five
years, his colonelcy being dated April. ISS3. He be-
came major g«neral In IS9«. lieutenant general in
December. 189». and general in June. ISO2. Lord
Kitchener is now in his nfty-nfth year.

"What Is the best course of study to become a suc-
cessful lawyer?" asked a law student of Senator
P. C. Knox. "Blackstone, young man, Blackstone."
anawered the Senator. "Know Biackstone. Know
him intimately, eveu to the point of familiarity. In
my student days Icopied every word In Blackstone
In long hand three times. Ido not know how often
Ihave read my Blackatone through and through."

The ceremony of Investiture in the palliumof tbe
Most. Rev. Archbishop Moeller will take place at
St. Peter's Cathedral. Cincinnati, during Pontifical
mass, on February 15. Cardlna. Gibbons will de-
liver the sermon, and It la surmised that the Right
Rev. Bishop McCloskey. the venerable Metropolitan
of the diocese of Loulaville, will perform the cere-
mony of Investiture.

Professor Jagger, of Harvard University, is to

lead an important geological expedition to Ireland.
Itis expected to start from Cambridge about May
25. There will be about fifty men in tha party.
which will have as an object observation of the
vulcanic and glacial formations, etc.

Countess Rabcn Levetxau, wife of the new Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Danish Government,

Is an American born, and willbe the leading hostess
on the occasion of the state affairs at the Danish
Ministry. Her maiden name was Moulton, and her
mother, formerly a Boston singer. Is now the wifa
of the Danish Minister in Berlin.

Bishop William T. Manning of the recently
created diocese of Harrisburg is one of the young-
est, ifnot the youngest, of the Protestant Episcopal
bishops.

PERSONAL.

MONET AND BUSINESS.
Little net change has occurred in prices of

securities, investment buying falling to contrib-
ute much support, and If manipulators at-
tempted to maintain the market they were only

fairly successful. In so far us railway and In-

dustrial conditions are concerned, the outlook is

bright, and an easy money market continues to

encourage speculation; but the absence of public
buying and a general feeling of aneastnsss have

tended todevelop irregularity. One adverse influ-

ence was the announcement that the Pennsyl-

vania Railroad contemplated a large bond issue.

Which was quickly reflected In the constituent
properties. The local market Is also afCected by

the continued outgo of gold, although its only di-

rect influence can come through stringency in the
money market, which is not yet apparent. In-
ternational events should have no bad effect on
the stock market, as arbitrage dealings are
small, and tha weekly statements of the banks of
England and France were very satisfactory.

There was a rally at the end of the week, led by

Union Pacific.
Itbegins to look as if the money market was

entering upon a period of normally profitable
rates. For almost a year the average has been
low, because of restricted demand in commercial
and speculative channels and an unprecedented
supply, as evidenced by record breaking per
capita circulation and gross stocks of gold in the
Treasury far beyond all precedent. These con-
ditions are all changing, gold stocks declining

because of phenomenally heavy exports, and the
revival of business calling for more money In

mercantile channels. Thus far speculative re-
quirements have not increased, which is one of
tho best signs that improvement willcontinue in

other departments. Each week the available
supply of gold bars at the Assay Office Is en-

gaged in advance for export, and the Bank of
France was so anxious to enlarge Us supply of
specie that Interest at the rate of 21* per cent
was allowed on gold In transit. This made It
possible to ship a considerable amount of gold

coin. Withdrawal of government deposits will
fall most heavily on this centre, but funds are
arriving from the interior in the large volume
anticipated, the latest exhibit of tho associated
banks indicating unusually liberal gains in both
specie and legal tenders, despite shipments

abroad.
Confidence 1^ dally growing stronger In the

business world, and the opinion ia becoming al-
most unanimous that the year 1005 will be one
of exceptional prosperity in this country, unless
another spasm of reckless speculation should
overdiscount future Improvement and produce

the usual reaction, followed by a monotonous
term of assimilation. Although forewarned is
supposed to be forearmed. It is by no means cer-
tain that conservative counsel will prevail, so
that the new year cannot be insured against this

element of uncertainty. That trade is more ac-
tive than it was a year ago is clearly shown by

bank exchanges and other statistics, while traffic
returns are very satisfactory In the aggregate.
despite more or less interruption from Inclement
weather: and the financial strength Is empha-

sized by the low commercial death rate, insol-
vencies being unusually lightat this time, when
annual settlements n.iturally disclose all the
weak spots. Fall River cotton mills and South-
ern bituminous mines are still suffering irom

labor controversies, but the latest reports indi-
cate that there is a growing disposition among
the wage earners to resume, despite the fact that
the organizations are no nearer an agreement.

As usual In this land of extremes, there Is a
disposition to force the price of cotton too low.
Just as a year ago It waa being Inflated beyond
the bounds of reason. Considering the statis-
tical position, both as to supply of raw material
and manufactured product, and receipts and ex-
ports, there appears no more logical excuse for
quotations of less than seven cents now than
there was for 17V* cents last year. But con-
i. lers of cotton are like the lambs of Wall
Street

—
they are afraid to purchase when prices

are severely depressed. The world willconsume
an enormous quantity of the Southern staple
before the next crop begins to come forward in
September, and, in addition to more or less re-
duction In acreage. It cannot be hoped that con-
ditions as to weather and Inserts will be as
favorable as In the last season. Prices of wheat
are stubbornly held, although the flour mills are
Vy no means nurmally active, and exports

promise to make a poor comparison with last
year, which was the worst Inmany seasons. As
a partial offset, th^re is a decided improvement
in the outgo of corn, which may be expected to
continue, us stocks are heavy and receipts at
primary markets are large, in spite of interrup-
tion to transportation by anow.

Idle machinery is steadily decreasing in the
leading manufacturing industries. Woollen mills
are making splendid progress, with prices fully
sustained, and limited stocks of raw material
make the position of holders almost Impregnable.

Quotations of wool have not only risen far above
all recent records, but the average of one hun-
dred domestic prades is about a cent higher than
the top point in ISJX>. Buyers of cotton goods
still limit their operations to immediate needs,
hoping- that the decline Inraw material willsoon
bring better terms, but the mills make few con-
cessions aa yet. Exports ure light, although a
good movement Is anticipated after the Chinese
New Year. Forwardings of footwear from Bob-
ton for the year 1004 fell only7 per cent behind
tho record breaking year preceding, and sur-
passed allprevious records, while 1905 is opening

most auspiciously, despite the fact that higher
prices have caused much changing of grades.
Practically every available coke oven and blast
furnace In tho Pittsburg region is working, and
ths whole iron and steel industry Is In better
condition than at any recent date. New business
is coming forward freely, and a very large ton-
nage is under negotiation.

The plan proposed in the name of the Postal
Progress League for obtaining from the Su-
preme Court of the United States £.n order to
prevent Senator Platt of New-York from occu-
pying his seat in the upper house of Congress

Is much less formidable than was the recent

announcement of Itby Its Inventor. For various
reasons, including that provision of the Con-

stitution which makes each house the Judge of

the elections, returns and qualifications of Its
own members, Mr. Platt seems to have taken
about the right view of the proceeding when

he said to the Washington correspondent of

"The New-Tork Herald": "Please do not make

"it appear that Ithink this matter a serious

"one. ItIs only funny."

The statistician who racently figured out that
New-Tork willbe the greatest city of the world
by 19^5 seems to have overlooked the retarding

Influence of the Interests and people who are
fighting the great barge canal, and who ap-
parently want to keep this < ity In bondage to

their special Interests.

IThe Academy's Tribute toW
\ American Whtst'ers Wanted.' \ London, Dfcexfiber 21•eventy years of painting are «lustra*§*
the winter exhibition of the Academy fit.

m
lerie, are nilsd with 24S •.vork.i by SyS
Oeorse Fred-rick Watts-a n^morabl* -JT
tion f»r dlgnltv of purpoup and creative I~*ZThe flist period of the painters art op^*
1834. when he sketched his own portrait at ,^age of seventeen, and it ended in 1547 '"hssilreturned from Italy with a passion for cojT
wnich ha<\ l>een Inspired by the great vt,*i
Titian and the Venetian school. J,*ot orlyijuJ
earliest portrait In the memorial collection hj
another of his father, painted two ytars aftTwhen he had been practising drawing aa a \u25a0\u25a0
f>nt In the A«.-tder- schools. The lint pict-

3*3*

exhibited by him at the Academy. -71*
Wounded Heron," ta also In the flrst gail*ry«
there are four ot his early portraits, hiebjjfi
one of Lady Dorothy N<-vin In childhood, wt*orange a*ss! r d against a t!ue Wkgromi
blending withgoM; and among tne subject pict.
ures of this crude period of his art are "Aurora
In the clouds wtth Amorlnl floating around b«
and a series of fragments of the cartoon «|
"Caractacus." for whlcb he was awanJed a p-j.
and enabled to go to Italy, a little drawing c:the hillside of Fiesole unfier a blue sky is an ci*
ample of his premature efforts in landaca-tpainting while he wa«i living in Florence. His
work after his return frotr Italy was rasc j,
surer and finer In draughtsman.^h^ and srea^y
enriched In color. During the r.»xt twenty yej,-j
he was mainly occupied an a portrait paiatt-
ths second period closing with his election to tie'Academy In l>t>7. There are about thirty $or-
tralcs of this middle term, including those of
Countess Soxners. Lcrd ar.d Lady Tennyjoi
John Lotbrop Motley and Dr. Joseph Joaci^j.
There are fewer subject pictures. "T!me aad
llvlon," with two finely drawn figures, petssd be-
tween the orbs of day and night, h«r.ione at
the allegories in blue aad yellow,and "Ssr Gal-
ahad." with bareheaded knight stacdiasj txaid*
a white horse and gazing with rapt «y«s v j

vision, one of the better compositions, dj 2»
time he entered the Academy he was a casar
both of drawing and color, ar.d such works m
"Esau" and "Fata Morgana" Indicated tat
Imaginative power, which was to serve atraasbj
didactic purpose in the great allegories iapaist
with which his nam» was destined te be associ-
ated.

Forty years of active work sttll renafcsed. tat
every one of them is represented by pitntisfj
in this comprehensive exhibition. Ararag rj»

portraits of men are those of John Stuart 3QB.
Sir Edward Burne-Jones, Sir John UiUaia, Den
LJddell, Lord Lawrence. Lord Leighton. Ge«p
Meredith. Lord Ro v>ert3 an.l Gerald Balfour. si
painted with nobilityof purpose and aigntty at
style. Among the portraits of women, perJaj*
the most brilliant Is that of the Hon. Pe^y
Wyndham. whose three daughters llr. Sazsjß
painted a few years ago. with this pictuns!
their mother on th< wall of the room. Ksj
one of the most beautifully toned and dsccraSr*
of his portraits, the brown dress w;rh Isra Wsf
richly framed with laurel follng* in the back-
ground, and a cluster of white and red flo*«n
lyingat her feet. The portrait of Mr?. Laajtry
in black bonnet is an example- of the msisri
simplicity with which he could treat a ueautiM
subject, as that of Mary Anderson Navarrt, ta
yellow and blue draperies, with arms and sh«i-
dera bare, Is of hi* more sumptnous style wiii
a carefully elaborated color scheme. Lady Gar-
vagh, in a mauve dress, has one cf his charw-
teristic Venetian backgrounds, and the Counta*
of Dudley Is painted with stately elegance. witii
dark brown asaiiist lisht brown. Lady Lin*-
say. with rich gown, is a graceful fisur» as sh«
plays the violin, and the Countess of Crnraer, H
white dress with pink ribbons, la drawn wltSre-
flnement of line and tone. There are ma*?
beautiful examples of child portraiture, in ssMs
Mr. Watts excelled, his skill as a drausharn
enabling htm to denote the innocence of cie
faces and the fragile unsteadiness of the flguK*

This power he retained almost to the cad. st>
"Spring," with a child Ina white dress staa&s
with bare feet and holding flowers In the Cay
hands, being a fine picture, and hl3 "WhSßis-
Whlth«r?" exhibited at the New Gallery US
spring being another. His art Inpainting woo-
en declined In hl3 closing years. "Lilian." «•
hlblted at the last Academy, being a proof; tot
he held enough power in reserve for a ttnsj

portrait of himself, with white ha!r and red MR
and a face like a monk's.

The subject pictures of the third and ikb*
period of his art were so numerous that s •\u25a0*•
prehensive collection could be made for Bur-
lington House without disturbance of tbe sss»-
dld room In the Tait Gallery. The classical »\u25a0
ries includes the Hon. Percy "Wyndaam's "Cf
pheua and Eurydlce," Sir Alexander Hs*s»-
son's "Judgment of Paris," the beautiful ns»»
Daphne surrounded by laurels: Lord Da»s/»
enchanting "Ariadne i:i Na.xos.

"
Sir Wttss»

Agnew's lovely "Iris" floating in iridescent \u25a0•«.
several Enilymlons, a Ganymede and «saf
more. The "Paolo and Frarcesca." the t«

souls seen by Dante In his vision of tbe In-
ferno, is one of the most conspicuous ot ti«
subject pictures, the bluish steel gray drapsri"
In a dull red cloud having wonderful dettest?
of color. There are sevrr.l versions of "W*9
and Death" and "Loveand Life." the most &•\u25a0*•

tlful one being the SSM from isjslsssbl h
which the dark angH. robbed of all terrors. t»
errayed in llgh*blue. From Manchester a!s>
comes the powerful allegory. "The Court C

Death." with the sovereign enthroned upon «**
ruins of tho world and with two angels gSSfs-

Ing the portals of the unknown. 'Death Cro*
'

ing Innocence." "Love Steering th« Bo*t Ci

Humanity." "Hope" striving M get the l»-j
strain of music out of the h3rp as the *•"
goes round, "Love Triumphant." "Faith. B^J
and Charity." "Time. Death and Judgn**
"The Messenger of Peace." "Evolution

*
•«\u25a0

"Progress." are among these marve!? of creatJrt
imagination. As one wanders through the §»•

leries Hebraic motives and the legends °f*
literature are illustrated with inexhaas**
energy and poetic Insight. Eve is created. OP

is punished, the dove returns not to ls«
**

Esau l«»an« on his spear, and the man with ©*•
possessions sighs; Una and the Red Cross MSS>
ride side by side, as in the "Faerie o"**'
Brltomart looks Into the ma#lc mirror tar*

••
her nurse's eyes; the genius of Greek P o*^.Inspired by natural forces. Ophelia, witfl
tastic garlands, finds th» willow \u25a0'asls*
brook"; and there Is a procession of riders S*brook"; and there Is a proceaston or r^^\ tl

horses pale, white, red and Mack. Tee eC»«
all these splendors of color and tes«tsatwn
fairly overpowering: yet the revels ftest or*'

Watts's artistic resource Is Incomplete.
single marble bust of Clytle Is a small t-* —̂
his genius as a sculptor, as shown la" J»^
In his colossal equestrian group, -Physics'

ti»
ergy." It i*so marvellous an ethlWtiSß 0^
greatness of a single human mind tha*

* V—^»
flers why there has been so singular s e^i
for the traditional place of honor In

*
h*-^|i*

gallery. "A Patient Life of UnwlU
BM»

with the old. wornout white horse
•t**j^oe

the paddock. Is the crowning work on *LTat«
veteran painter's eyes under the red "Tfgsi-
fixed. That Is rather a cynical *11#f0**Lt«s»
enty years of painting sp*nt. InMr. Wa

-
aflf

words, In at;empts "to reflect the tfcSJSs^'

the most elevated minds of all ages."

*.se»*
Collectors in the United Kingdom *gLJ

,
|

—
j

whether there Is any such thing '*£o^[b»*'
In art between America and Ens!an T*rJ»i t*I
morial WhtoUer exhibition h*s b««a iaem^ 1

nl• 'S ,\KI.more commendable in combating them. Ifth«

club persists, in time hotels may dare to have
a room numbered thirteen, and owners ofhouses
bearing the 111-omened numerals will owe the

club a debt of gratitude. Such a stout-hearted
collection of Iconoclasts needs no encourage-

ment. Its members rather welcome examples

that make against them en giving them merely

another opportunity to display their contempt

of popular superstitions. We venture to recall
to It, therefore, merely by way of contributing

a pleasant anecdote when next the club as-

temues on Friday, the 13th. to dine and

make merry, the story of the English ship

whose keel was laid on Friday, which was

christened and launched on Friday, and started
merrily on Us voyage on a Friday and—"was

never heard of after."

site of the "Palace of Peace." Placing a Twn»i«
of Concord upon the field of Mars adds new sig-

nification to a building which will b« a perms*

nent memorial to the triumphs of peace.

"Will the Automobile Fhow supplant the Horss
Show In the rSections of the politely curious?

In the matter of the superstition that with
many people still clings to the number thirteen
an Illustration was recently given In this city,

where a citizen ask*d and received ths priv-
ilege of changing the number on his house
from thirteen to an even number, his reason
being: that it was impossible for him to procure
domestic help bo long as his housn was num-
bered thirteen. Yet no Intelligent person re-
aulres to be told that In history no special bans
rests upon this date, but that, on ths contrary,
mar.y of the most fortune events occurred
upor. the 13th of the different months of
the calendar. No number of facts, however,
can «xplofla a tuperstltlon. A single unfort-
unate occurrence upon h Friday or upon tho
18th is noted and commented upon, whltu
nn nne pays the slightest attention to ths fort-
unate happenings that fall upon the banned
date. This persistence" In a popular delusion
«-O—».th* •ftorta ot tho Tfclrte,°a Club ftU th*

As to the Friday superstition, that ought to
be laid by this time. In view of the facts
that tend to disprove its unlucky quality. Fri-
day, especially for Americans, has been an au-
spicious day. It was on Friday, October 12,
that Rodrigo de Trlana, on board the Nina,
first sighted land In the New World. It was
also on Friday that Henry VII gavo John
Cabot the commission which led to the dis-
covery of North America. It was aUo on a
Friday that the Mayflower arrivsd at Plym-
outh, that George Washington was born, that
Bunker Hillwas seized and fortified, and Corn-
-.vallls surrendered at Torktown; and It waa on
a Friday that the motion was made In Con-
gress at Philadelphia that the United States
were and of right ought to be free and Inde-
pendent.

THE THIRTEEN CLUB.
Naturally the Thirteen Club noted tho fact

that last Friday fell upon the 13th. Such
a dire combination was not to be overlooked
by the valiant souls who compose the club,
and Joyously they assembled at night at the
Hotel Astor to dine and make menr and defy
all omens which, bat-like, still hover in the
imaginations of men. Having set out to defy
popular weaknesses, the club was not content
merely to throw down its challenge at one and
the same time to two of the hoariest and
grimmest omens. The members of the club
walked under ladders, sat under umbrellas,

broke mirrors, spilled salt, and sang dirges and
made witches ride a trolley broomstick. Hav-
ing done all that occurred to them, and per-
formed acts at which their ancestors would
have shuddered, the club may safely conclude
that It rose to the occasion, unusual aa that
was. Their banqueting procedures were rather
weird and grim, but the members seemed to
enjoy the occasion, and looked the destinies full
In the face. They may not have killed supersti-

tion even in themselves, for It dies hard and
has many lives; but they made a gallant show
and led a forlorn hope bravely, and are there-
fore entitled to all tha credit such a perform-

ance demands.

In the main, the policy hore suegested is both
wise and just. That Secretary Metcalf thus re-
gards it is already apparent. He has not yet
given li'.s official approval to the results of the
recent revision of the. rules, and has announced
his wilUngneM to allow tbe shipping interests a
ht-aring. lie certaiuly cannot be accused of act-
ing precipitately. At the same time, the own-
is of excursion boats ought to realize that pub-

lic sentiment was deeply stirred by the revela-
tions of carelessness iv equipment and Inspec-
tion last year. Anything which looks like tem-
porizing in order to secure a postponement of
reform until after another season has closed will
not be viewed with popular favor.

S TEAMSOA T IXSPECTIOS.
Referring to the new rules concerning steam

vessels which have been recommended by the

Board of Supervising Inspectors. "The Marine
Journal" urges the propriety of giving the steam-

boat men themselves a fair chance to be heard
in their own behalf. Itsays that in the pust It
has been customary to do so before instituting

any important changes in the requirements and
ndds that helpful suggestion* In matters of de-
tail have frequently been made to the govern-
ment when such an opportunity wa3 given.

"The Marine Journal" believes that it would be
a good plan to publish every proposed amend-
ment to the co<le and allow an interval of ninety
days for criticism.

THE FIREWORKS VUIBAXCB.
1 :r? Chief Croker'e desire to prohibit the dis-

charge of fireworks In this city is what might

be expected of a man with nn expert knowledge

of the great amount of harm done by our fool-
ish custom of burning powder as a means of
merrymaking. Whatever may be said on be-
linlf of this outlet for high spirits in an earlier
day. it has become an unmitigated nuisance In
our crowded cities. The explosives themselves
are more powerful aud dangerous than in for-
mer times. Tho giant firecracker and the sky-
rocket are a direct menace to life, and the in-
direct damage caused by fireworks Is fairly

measured by the fact that in the week of July

4 last year ninety -three fires In Manhattan ami
The Bronx and thirty-four lv Brooklyn and
Queens wen traced to them.

Chief Croker makes a generous concession to
the. trade when he recommends that the use of
ordinary firecrackers be allowed for one year
more, because lar^e quantities of them are al-
ready In stock. After that he would prohibit
everything of the kind. We hope he may suc-
ceed. There is no rational defence of the bar-
barous noise and the dangers from fire which
have been so long endured. Yet we fear that
his plan Is a counsel of perfection. There is
too much radical common sense In It to bo
adopted out of hand in a community where all
reforms coma by slow and halting steps. The
Instant regeneration of the devotees of noise
is perhaps too much to be hoped for. IfMr.
Oroker's recommendation will start a serious
movement for the discouragement of fireworks
and their gradual elimination from our list of
sorrows, we may well be satisfied. Ifit would
even stir up the police to the enforcement of
the existing laws regulating fireworks, much
would be accomplished.

The lav.- prohibits the setting off of firecrack-
ers and other pyrotechnics except at particu-

lar and strictly limited times. But in this re-

spect the law is habitually violated, particu-

larly In the residence sections of the town. At
Christmas and New Year's time. In spite of
tbe law, fireworks are frequently the toys of
the boys playing in the streets. Last year not

the slightest attempt was made to confine the
uuisance to the Fourth of July. For weeks be-

fore and after streets were given over to the
n«:!ie. horses were frightened and invalids dis-
turbed. As was pointed out in these columns
at the time, the police utterly failed to do their
duty. They did not even try to do it, and
until Chief Croker can secure their co-opera-
tion to prevent sales out of season contrary

to the present law. and stop the extension of
the present Fourth of July license to excuse
disturbance through a long period, there is
little likelihood of accomplishing much by new

laws for absolute prohibition, desirable ns they

would be.

tate united efforts for making the beet of It.
The whole world regarded with too much re-
gret the awful cost of the late Boer war to

be able to view with indifference the fate of
the country in which and for which that war
was fought, and Itwill therefore sincerely hope

that under Lord Mllner'a successor In the
High Ccmmlsslonershlp, whoever he may be,

the United States of South Africa will continue
prosperously and steadfastly on in the policy
which has led through war to peace and from
antagonism to reconciliation.
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Tili: \FWX THIS MORXTXG.

rOHEIGN—M. Combes and his Ministry de-
cided to rcsigm. In ordtr to allow the uniting

UEder a new Cabinet of those elements whioh
are hostile to the Premier personally; it is ex-
jK;ctea that X:. Kouvler will form the new Cab-
inet. ===== An atteir?c was made to aasasslnaie
«_><ri,era! Tr<?;»oX ex-Ch.ef of Police of Moscow, aa
he was Wad fccodtr to the Grand Duke Ser-
erius at a railway fix.lion. ==-= Ta* Japanese

accuse the lJC?s;an3 of violating' China* neu-
trality in making a rsld oa New-CfcwsVßg
threap neutr*! • tenUnry. ===== The peasant
riiOi::vr of Ptecidcnt Leab«C diefl at Marsanr.e.
France- ===== ...» American Chamber of Com-
merce la lUttta scr.t a petltian to President
Roosevelt urging a rtflprodly treaty with Ger-
rr.ar.y. r—

—
The Pops refused a request of re-

ligious orders to preas for lmn-edlate payment

for the friars' la^us in the Philippine*. •-\u25a0 .-
Bepreaeatatly E^asacMUU TlTw Minister Bar-
rett to v.ithdraw Mb recorr.'r.erifi&tloa that the
functions of Governor of tbe Canal Zone and
Minister to Panarr.a b<; cour«t>irita.

EeTIC—Th« report of the Philippine
CoscnSssioß. tho^insr the impi'cved conditions
on the islands, vm ail:t«vl to the Preeldent
by Secretary Tf.it. === Ex-Goveracr Tnomaa
G. Jor.es of MfTHTTHI declared Pre«!(?.snt Roo»e-
velt a frittvjot tfcs -utn. —It was said at
Albany that thers \>*ls no immediate wat*r re-
*lef for KeW-Yoik City, a* the up-Sl&te legis-
lators crera Iflceljr to combine aral^st the city*
taking1 m t^r fron tbe various tou:.uei; relief
\u25a0was expected to be found In Gov^rncr Hlggins's
views on the question. . .. —

Prisons Superin-
tendent. Collins. Inhis annual report, made pub-
licat Albany, favorea the abandonment of Sing
Bing at Asbarn prisons and th» building of a
bi« certrai lastltatlon. z~^r= The report of ths
State Bs^pexlcteadeat of Forests, made public
£.t Albany. b2»OW«4 a reirarkable falling off in
forest fires last year.

—
: 'William Williams,

Commissioner of Irr.rrlgr2.tlon. resigned. . \u25a0

Five Brejcea were hurt by a falUr.g- c«illng- at
a church fire at Lynn, Mass. .-\u25a0\u25a0 Gesciftr Rob-
seau. the djrnacnlter, vaa known In Chicago.

ClTY.—Posstau, the dynamiter, confessed that
he had tried to iestroy the etatue of Fr<9darick
tts Great and had sent the Infernal machine to
the. Cunard Line pier. ~- Acting Battcllon
Chief Naughton, while on his way to a fire, was
probably fatally Injured In a collision between
his wacon ax.d a car. ===== AWall Street lawyer
end his v,-if>, two chlMr- md a servant per-
ished In a flre in his home.

--
sss A giant wave

hit tbe eteamer New-York, -.Hashing part of
pjtr rail and the e3oa ovsr 'ie main saloon.. •. The steamer Indus, a -hore .near Fire
Island, eras floated. =r_ Mrs. Pepper, pastor of
a Spiritualist church In Brooklyn, denied some
accusations In a etory printed yesterday.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-dar:
Fair. The temperature yesterday: Highest, 23
degrees; lowest. 13.

Jluch,r*>yiialn* to be Cone, however. The con-
ditions vt warfare change quickly. As the
President rsys In his memorandum convok-
ing ti.» new board, "the engines or Implements"
Iwarfare have been greatly Improved, and

**oiti«?rs, untried or unknown, of undoubted
•'value, developed, giving a greater advantage
"to tb» defence." It Is advisable, therefore,
to rcrcjiJet* our coast defence scheme on
eonxwfcr; berrer lines and in the light of the
jtDOjEt njSent military experience. The President
thinks ttat the later Inventions to warfare
will wcrii tor economy In fortification and
that tr.«* Endicott pftta can be carried oat at
n smaller cost than orlgina lljestimated. The
new board 's o study this question. Moreover,
It i« Is include in the general scheme ot de-
,fence the barbers sf P<rto Rico, Hawaii an<£
the -Philippines. In perfecting and enlarging

ithe Esdicott plan tho sew board will accoro*

COAST DEFENCE PLANS.
The administration hus taken a highly com-

mendable etep in creating a military board
charged with examining and bringing up to
date the nation's harbor defence system. Seo-
retary Taft is to be the president of this ad-
viscry body, and associated with him will be
Lieutenant General Adna It. Chaffee, Major
General George L. Gillesple and five other mem-
bers of the AiiiivGeneral Staff. It is proposed
to have the new board review the report of
the harbor defence board appointed by Sec-
retary Endicott in ISBS and to modify or amend
the recommendations ilien made to fitlater con-
ditions. Itwillbe the new body's especial duty
to Bupjrebt plans for the defence of the insular
dependencies and to co-ordinate those plans, as
far as possible, with our own scheme of coast
protection.

The work outlined is of urgent national im-
jiortance. The creation of the Endlcott fortifi-
cation board twenty years ago marked a turn-
Ing point in our military policy. We had since
the close of the War of the Rebellion been
drifting into a state of military lmpotency and
unreadiness. TLe navy was dwindling and rot-
ting, and at every point our seaboard lay open
and defenceless. Our fortifications were an-
tiquated, and their armament was obsolete.
Any fcecond class foreign power could have
raided our coasts and laid tribute on our
chief cities. But Indifference to these condl-
tions ruled in Congress, and It was only with
£reat effort that popular consciousness was
roused to the need of an adequate coast de-
fence eystem.

The Endicott board reported a plan of har-
bor fortification based on sound military prin-
ciples, yet reasonable and moderate in scope,
and entailing no vast lump expenditure.

Congress approved the board's report, and
since ISS6 has given a generous support to the
work prosecuted under it. Nearly two-thirds
cf the land armament recommended has now
been Installed or is in process of installation,
end most of our harbors are free from the
perils cf a audden naval attack. We have built
nj> a navy which, with the present coast forti-
ficaticcF. makes our board reasonably se-
cure. The disgraceful conditions of twenty
years ago have been outgrown, and we hare
qgtv n't lei.ii Uie foundation on which a thor-
oughly cofienilzei fcrtlfieation system can be
laid.

The misapprehensions concerning bis retire-
ment are chiefly these, that the plea of his im-
paired health is an lnßlncere pretext to excuse
his night from an untenable place; that his
work willbe left unfinished and that under his
successor his policy will be reversed. There is
ample authority for saying that all these views
are Incorrect. The tremendous labors and anx-
ieties of the last seven years have so far af-
fected his health as to make his retirement nec-
essary. But his work

—
cr willbe— sufficiently

completed to be intrusted hereafter to other
bands. The new constitution about to be granted
to the Transvaal willpractically end the era of
formative politics with which be has been identi-
fied. There will follow an era of Industrial and
commercial development, in which material In-
terests willbe paramount, and the leadership in
which may fittingly be assumed by another
man. As for reversal of his policy, that Is sim-
ply out of the question, unless South Africa Is to
be renamed Anaxchia. Ifthe welfare of Boer
and Briton alike is to be conserved and pro-
moted, if the wounds of the war are to be wholly
healed, and if the South African commonwealth
is to take its proper place among the nations of
the world, then Lord Mllner'a policy is the only
possible one to be maintained.

The assurance of such continuity of policy
should dispel the apprehensions which are felt.
Itis no light thing to make a change in such an
office. Y«t the history of every nation la a
record of changes la even the greatest offices,
ftnd In the majority of cases such changes have
not been disastrous, or ©yen mischievous. It
ts not to be believed that the change lv South
Africa wiU be permitted to Injure the welfare
of that country. Allmen, Boers and BrlMnj
alike, have too much at stake there to permit
them to indulge In mere cantankerouaneea.
They all realize that what haa been done can-
not be undone, that, on the whole. Ithas been
tor the b«at, and that now senso aud duty <!:\u25a0>

SOUTH AFRICA'S FUTURE.
The impending retirement of Lord Miluer

from the place which he has tilled withso much
distinction and success is regarded with some
apprehension and perhaps with more misap-
prehension by. many who are interested in one
way or another in the future of South Africa.
Incidentally, it also serves to call attention to
a career which is noteworthy and supremely
creditable, and yet by no means singular in Brit-
ish public life. The too easy sneer nt one of
the characteristic features of the British polit-
ical and social system loses its fora when we
see the son of an obscure pedagogue winning
his way into the hereditary peerage and into
one of the most exalted and powerful offices of
state. Such an example— and there are muny
like It

—
emphasizes the essential democracy

which prevails within the most venerable and
secure of the great monarchies of Europe, and
reminds us that Itis not alone in America that
simple merit, without extraneous and artificial
aids, makes its way to the head of affairs. In
such respects the example of Lcrd Milner is
an inspiring one to the public life of all the
world.

A high degree of strength in construction, of
comfort and of ability to climb steep grades hap

been realized by the models that were in favor
last year and the year before. Still, there nre
many minor modifications of design noticeable
in the latest machines which deserve attention.
These are found in the propelling mechanism,
the steering levers, the facilities for replacing
tires, the arrangement of seats and the general
shape of the vehicle. Persons who have been
obliged to wait until now to make a purchase
will doubtless nnd in some of these improve-
ments consolation for their delay.

TWO AUTOMOBILE SHOWS.
Tbe rapid development of interest In horse-

leu carries which has taken place in this
country within a few years Is strikingly illus-

trate by the ftet tbst it is BO longer possible
to find a bullcUng in tha metropolis big enough

advantageously to display domestic and foreign

machines. BcpamtT exhibitions are necessary,

and two are noT la progress. One, for imported

vehicles only, was opened nearly a week ago,

and the other, for American products exclusive-
ly.Saturday evening. Fortunately, they are being

held In close proximity to each other; and in
point of time the Importers* Salon overlnps the
exhibition of the Automobile Club of America.
Anadmirable chance is thug afforded for a com-
parison of practically all the automobiles now
In the market. The opportunity should not be
neglected by any one who wishes to be well in-
formed about one of the most useful of modern
inventions.
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