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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

THE SUBWAY’S SUBWAY.

Carries 600 Tons of Coal Daily from
Pier to Power House.

The power of a coin of small denomination is
freshly realized by the visitor to the power
house of the subway railroad. As one stands
by the side of one of the nine towering engines,
each of them as high as a two-and-one-half-
story house, watching the glant piston rod, as
big around as a man's body, moving with the
regularity of a pendulum, and the engineer
whispers In one’s ear that the furnaces in the
adjoining apartment are swallowing up more
than GO0 tons of coal each day, one realizes
afresh that in the union of many filve-cent
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add nearly one thousand more men to the
force to patrol the city’s streeta Poley
The reason New-York pends so much
on snow, according to Commissioner W ey
is because the people demand it If the =%
were not cleared trafflc would bt!mm:‘
the merchants and other business men -
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This tunnel is used onl

The coal is carried ! €
belt always bent up like an endiess hammock.
hurried along.

THE SUBWAY'S SUBWAY.

for conveying coal from a pier on the North River to the
ng on a great belt, which runs over peculiarly shaped rollers
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WEIGHING THE COAL FOR THE SUBWAY POWERHOUSE.

The coal tumbles into a weighing hopper.

When the beam In an “kicks"
the boy there pulls a chain which shifts the stream of coal ’}?&“ﬂi r;l):;r‘x’erkkas e o

to the other, and

then he presses a lever with his toodat releasing the weighed coal. The iatter then falls on the belt

is carried auto

and

to

bins over the bollers, 1,300 feet away.

pieces there Is strength, and that *“Mony a
mickle makes a muckle.” Although the cof-
fers of the Interborough Rapid Transit Com-
pany are daily gorged with more than 300,000
five-cent pieces or their equivalent, which
amounts to $15,000, the company does not hesi-
tate to follow the advice of the author of “A
penny saved is two earned,” and make use of
every device in the operation of the road which
wiil work a saving. The engineers have intro-
duced several nickel-saving devices in the new
power house which would not be apparent to
the casual visitor.

It is into the maws of the furnaces, however,
that the nickels go by the shovelful. At the
present time the furnaces turn 609 tons of hard
coal into ashes, gas and heat daily. When the
piant is developing power to its full
ments, a thousand tons will be thrown into the
glowing mouths of the furnaces in the same
space of time. When one stops to think how
much coal this indicates, and which must be
delivered to the plant every day, it is easy to
see that if the North River should freeze over,
which, of course, it is not likely to do, or there
should be a strike of tugboat men, or the coal
roads should be tied up, there would ensue a
tie-up of the subway in the course of three or
four days. For that matter, if any of these con-
tingencies should become a fact, all of the tran-
sit roads of the city would be obliged to stop
running within that brief space of time. The
supply of coal at the subway power house is
enough to last about three days. In order to
keep ahead of the demands of the
furnaces, it {8 necessary to unload at least one
800-ton barge each day.

When asked the dther day how
of human labor were saved by the device which
has just been put in to move the coal from the
pler to the coalbins in the top of the power
house over the boilers, Superintendent Stott re-
plied: “It is impossible to say, for human labor
could not accomplish {t.”

By means of a series of leather belts thirty
inches wide, the coal is carried a distance of 1,38
feet, or almost exactly a quarter of a mile, part
of the way in a subway of its own, and is ele-
vated 100 feet to the bins, in the space of thres
and a half minutes. In the course of this time
it is also weighed. From the time the coal is
shovelled into a bucket in the grimy hold of the
coal barge lying alongside the pier until it is
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shovelled up from the floor of the boiler room
and thrown into the furnaces, the hand of man
performs no labor in its movement. Two men
on the wharf operating electric controllers sim-
ilar to those on the platforms of the surface
trolley cars raise the coal from the boat and
empty it into a hopper. Through e-holed
sieves it is deposited on a belt, up-
curved like a hammock. From this it is dropped
into a second hopper. This rests on a series of
levers. The exit is clos=d. The hopper gradu-
ally fills until the scales in an adjoining room
away from the coal dust indicate th.\‘t two tons
have poured into it. With hand upon the chain
which guides the coal from one of the weighing
hoppers to the other and a foot upon the re-
leasing lever, the youth who weighs the coal
stands with eyes glued upon the beam of the
scale. As it rises his fingers close tightly upon
the chain about which they have been clasped
loosely awaiting this moment of action, and he
gives it®a downward pull, at the same time
pressing one of the levers. The gate of the full
pocket is opened and the shining stream turns
into a second hopper. In an instant down be-
low, as when a dam is opened, the crest of the
coal wave appears moving along its channel,
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the curved leather belt, from beneath the gate
house.

Through the subway faster than a man can
walk it moves toward the power house, more
than a block away. It soon reaches that point,
and in a little cascade rattles into a small
hopper. Through this it pours into a third beit
and begins its climb to the bins at the top of
the building. It now trave r

is

angles to its previous course. The belt o.int
at an angle of 22 degrees, but the «

not slide back. Up it goes at the S

as it travelled from the pier. Acrt t

of the building, back and forth e
Leaping from btelt to beit, it malkes its
upward toward the skies At last it is A
top, and other belts carry it alonz th> entir
length of the power house, or so far as majy
be desired, when it takes one mor I

the great pile which is soon
for the benefit of humanity
tion of nickels. Its i
dark tube to the boiler roo:

last

FIVE MILLIONS GONE.

Ccntinued from second page.

equal to the one recently opened to the pul
or five bridges like structure which fi
joined Manhattan and Brooklyn, or more
twice as manry schoolhouses as now stand in this
Or if this $1,000000 was used each yea
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for some particular purpose it
more institutions such
pital; it would the
Health Department; it would the
library work of the city threefold; it would sup-
port three additional schools of learning such as
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and the area of eac
putation is based f of the Weathep
Bureau. For exam if the weather man sayy
that there has been a fall of twelve inches of
snow and the contractor clears 900,000 square
yards of street, he is paid for 300,000 cublg
vards of snow removed If the area cleared B
downtown he gets more than uptown, there hee
ing various rates for various districts. In somg
12 cents a cubic yard is paid and in others 233§
cents.,
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COAL BEGINNING ITS JOURNEY TO THE POWERHOUSE.

Electricity is used to pull the

barges into position, hoist the
passes

coal and move it to
that a 00-ton bargs is not umicaded

the powerhousa, The furnaces eat so much coal that never 3 daFf

5
5
)




