
These be great triumphs for the machine.
Two of the three dimensions of physics have
already been overcome, and the third willdoubt-
less be knocked galley west before we go to
press. But, really, wouldn't itbe. just as well
to give less attention to remodelling thp uni-
verse and a little more to devising machines
that willnot "skid" and willnot break down in
awkward places? Yesterday, for example, was
not a pleasant day 011 which to lie on the flat
of your back under the starboard bow of a
"Crimson Corker" manipulating a monkey
wrench!

Xow comes another gasolene perfumed tale
that somebody has ridden in an automobile to

the southern end of New-Zealand, which, we

are Infallibly informed, Is the southernmost
point in the world that can be thus reached.
Now, in the dim, distant past, when we studied
geography In a little red schoolhouse, we were
informed in Olney's geography that the southern
extremity of New-Zealand was in about 47 de-
grees 16 minutes soutb latitude, while the South
American continent extended to somewhere
about ~)C> degrees south. Reference to some re-
cent maps of good repute confirms that early
impression. According to the geographers, then,
it would be possible for an automobile to go
some hundreds of miles further south than this
one has done, and that without leaving the con-
tinent on 11 long ocean voyage. But, of course,

the geographers must be wrong. New-Zealand
must really be further south than Terra del
Fuego.

Thus it was only a few days ago that we had
indubitable reports to the effect that one of them
had crossed the Andes by way of a mountain
pass the summit of which was about a mile
higher than the tiptop of the loftiest peak in the
whole range. We did not know before that the
automobile was a bird, but from that achieve-
ment it seems to be a triumphant rival of "the
"condor of the Andes, that can soar through

"heaven's unfathomable depths," etc. Or else
itmust be that ajlour.measurements of Andean
peaks and passes have been monstrously Inaccu-
rate.

AUTOMOBILE WOSDERB.

In more than one respect the automobile is
fairly entitled to rank as just about the fore-

most wonder of the world In the twentieth cen-

tury. Itis doing so many things that would be
impossible to anything else in tlie world. It is
changing tlie natural conditiono of the earth,

setting altitude aud latitude at naught, and men-

acing even the precession of the equinoxes with
reversal or transformation.

Itis also to be noted that canals are not con-
structed there for the sake of competition, but
purely upon their own merits. The government
owns the railroads, and italso owns the canals.
Of course, it does not build its own canals to

compete with its own railroads. Itbuilds the
one ;-ystcin as the complement of the other, be-
cause it believes there is need of both and a

profitable use for both, side by side. There is
a railroad from Hamburg or from Harburg to
Bremen, yet the government insists upon hav-
ing a canal from the Elbe to the Weser. There
is more than one railroad from Bremen to the
Rhine, yet there must also be a Weser-Ithine
canal. There is a railroad on each bank of
the Rhine, but that river must be canalized.
There are railroads In plenty from the Rhine

to the Danube, but there must also be a canal

between those rivers. Such is the policy of
Germany. Itis a policy from which there are
no signs of receding, but which, on the con-

trary, is being maintained and even advanced.

Itmay be that the example of that great com-
mercial and industrial empire is worth consid-
ering, even in this great commercial and indus-

trial republic.

GERMAX OAMALB ANn RAILROADS.
There is significant suggestion in the coinci-

dence of two current items of news. One is
that the Prussian Diet is passing l>y over-
whelming majorities bills for the construction
of an elaborate system of canals connecting

the navigable rivers of the kingdom and con-
necting with the canal and river systems of
the empire and of Austria-Hungary. The other
is that the government is eonsMcring the con-
struction of an electric railroad from Berlin to
Hamburg the trains on which shall make more
than a hundred miles an hour.

The coincidence and the whole example of
Germany count heavily against the anti-canal
contention that canals are obsolete and must

gtve way t«> railroads as bieans of transporta-

tion. There is no country in tho world more

strictly op to date in engineering than is Ger-
many. The experiments between Berlin and
Zoasen iv rapid electric traction have attract-
ed the admiring attention of the world. Yet
now. just as the building of a long stretch of
high speed railroad is contemplated practically,

tlie government commits itself to a scheme of

canal construction and extension of the most
elaborate kind, far surpassing anything pro-
posed In this country. Evidently our German
cousins and rivals do not consider canals to be
obsolete.

as tbey hnve usually Tieen to former govern-
ments In four years his majority in the Com-
mons has been reduced by about 35. But Itstill
remains at nearly 100. If the same ratio of
losses should prevail, the cud of even six years
would still find him with a majority of mor<»
than 80, and that would be ample for all pur-
poses, even for a dissolution.

Sir Francis Jeune has kept an open house for
foreigners, especially Americans, and his friend-
ship could be subjected safely to extreme tests.
Irecall with pleasure one of these trials oS
temper. Itwas on the night when London had
been startled and angered by President Cleve-
land's Venezuela message— "bolt out of tha
blue." as it was described at the time. Sir
Francis Jeune presided that evening at a charity
dinner, with Mr. Bayard, the American Min-
ister, at his right, and with "Kin Across tha
Sea" as the chief toast. The diners were Inbad
temper, and there was hot and angry talk at
every table about "the Venezuela outrage

* and
"Yankee in3olence." Nobody envied the chair-
man the duty of opening the toast list ar.d
securing a friendly reception for the American
Minister, but Sir Francis Jeune faced the e:ser-
gency with facile good nature and unruffled tact.
He paid a Jnst and generous tribute to Arner*
ica at a moment when strong and even abuslva
language -tvould have been welcomed by th*
audience and have been taken up the next night

at the music halls: and when Mr. Comyns Carr,
with equal self-possession, had made a most elo-
quent and magnanimous speech, good feeling
was restored and the American Minister was re-
ceived with hearty cheers. Perhaps Sir Francis
Jeune regarded the temporary estrangement be-
tween England and America as a minor episode,
like the domestlo bickering to which he was ac-
customed In his court, and faith was not lack-
Ing in the true Instincts and noble graces ot
Anglo-Saxon character. Whatever may have
been passing inhis mind, he said the right word
at a moment of storm and stress, and was a
brave witness for the gospel of sweetness and
light. The memories of that evening are worth
the peerage which has come to him upon hfs re-
tirement from protracted service on the bench.
and his many American friends will heartily
congratulate him and Lady Jeune upon his well
earned leisure and promotion Inrank.

Mr. Pennell*s brilliant etchings cf New-Tora
"sky scrapers" at the International Exhibition
have not convinced London artist 3 that h:*i
buildings can b# picturesque. They have units!
in a protest against the London County Coun-
cil's plans for reconstructing the north side cf
the Strand between the east and west ends of
Aldwych

—
the semi-circular approaches to tho

new roadway to Holburn. They do not oSJsc:
to the new Gaiety Theatre, which is a well da-
signed and highly ornamental structure, sat
they condemn the adjacent structure, witheight
tiers of windows and.dormers, as monstrous ssd
overpowering, and apprehend that it Is to *c
surrounded above and below by "sky scrapers"
of the American type, that a bad perspective
effect willbe produced, and the really beautiful
structures at the bottom of the Strand OTer-
borne and ruined. These picturesque ornaments
are Somerset House, with a stately eighteenth
century facade, and the two toy churches, St.
Mary le Strand and St. Clement Danes, with
Wren towers designed by Gibb about sixty
years before the inland revenue palace, with Its
3.600 windows, was constructed. The portico
and tower of the smaller church will hold the
eye from Trafalgar Square without reference to
the frontage line on the north, and ItIs doubt-
ful if the perspective of Somerset House willbe
seriously impaired by buildings sf e'sr or r.lna
stories opposite; and as for Dr. JoonsMfti old
church, It fits in with the environment of the
New Law Courts, and needs slight protection
against the vagaries of fantastic architecture.
The Improvements committee of the London
County Council does not consider itself under
obligation to respect "the whims of a few
faddists." It Is arranging for the construction
of a series of buildings of moderate height which
will help to make the costly Strand Improve-
ments remunerative, and it is more anxious to

have the support of rate payers than the patron-
age of the masters of Burlington House.

The Strand has passed through so many

transformations In the past that it is hardly

worth while to lament the progress of the mod-
ernizing spirit in the course of the storied mile.
Originally it must have been a bridle r*tls«
winding among marshes, and then It was a
riverside road from medireval London to the
village of Charing Cross and to the King's

.House at Westminster. Its period of splendor
came under the Plantagenets and in Tudor
times, when Itwas a street of baronial palaces,
with beautiful gardens fronting upon the river;

but these vanished generations ago. and the
names of the streets on either side are the only

reminiscences of the glory of this medlseval Bel-
gravia. The Strand of the Victorian reign was
an unplcturesque ttreet of dingy shops and eU
fashioned theatres, with three examples of
eighteenth century at the bottom, but withoot
an air of distinction or pride. Tne changes
which have recently been made are. with tew
exceptions, improvements. The architects of the
Strand extension of the Hotel Cecil have aot
made good use of a fine opportunity; but ti»
Savoy Hotel now has moat artlstlo approaches
the Coutts Bank U a toe bonding, th» Gaioty

Theatre Is an ornament to the old street, aci
Aldwych. when It Is properly opened and th«
frontaga lines are completed, win not iao*
picturesque features. Itwillbe a. decaJ* befor«
the roadway can be broadened all the w»y from
Trafalgar Square to tha site of Tejnpls Bar. but
InIts modernized, form it can hardly faJ to b«
snort lu:pre.Mive thaa ithas Jo«<m during- Jt»S iMt

Retirement of a Social Inspector
The Modern Strand.

I^ondon, February 1.
The retirement of Sir Francis Jeune from the

presidency of the Divorce.- Probate and Ad-
miralty Division has been folio by well de-
served tributes from bench, bar and press. For
nearly fifteen1 years he has been the chi»f sani-
tary lns->ector of the social Hf*» of England.
With an open sewer, as he was In the habit oT
saying. In front of his court windows, yet h« has
not lost his faith in the purity of home life nor
In the essential soundness and g4M*lMai of hu-
man nature. The Divorce act was strenuously
opposed in 1557 by the Episcopal bench. Mr.
Gladstone and High Church men, arl it would
hardly have been passed ifa genial and some-
what cynical man of th« world. Lord Pal-
merston. had not been Prime Minister. With
the abolition of the Jurisdiction of ecclesiastical
courts, a civil court was established for matri-
monlal and divorce causes, and this was eventu-
ally enlarged by probate practice Into the Judi-
clal division of Somerset House. As the son of
a bishop. Sir Francis J*un« might have be<sn ex-
pected to share the ecclesiastical prejudice
against a divorce code which could not fea justi-
fied by cither the Old or the New Testament;
but he was a lawyer rather than a th*olo*ian.
and did not consider Ithis duty to go behind aa
act of Parliament. What he succeeded in brib-
Ingabout during his long term on the bench *-as
a cautious and conservative administration of a
drastic divorce law. His conscience was always
In his work. and. while he was forced to inter-
vene constantly between man and wife and to
witness the wrecking of domestic happiness, he
took pride in being a defender of the EnscMsh
home. Without having a genius for law like th*

late Lord Chief Justice, he ha 2kno-.: of
the world, clear, common .sense and a gosi
heart; and these qualities, combined with dig-
nity and conservatism, enabled him v avoid
laxity of administration when the law of mar-
riage and divorce was slack and relaxed. Hav-
ing a chivalrous nature, his sympath were al-
ways enlisted on the side of woman, and tfcU
was as it ought to have been, for the English

law of divorce bears heavily against her. and la
the administration of it she is entitled to special

favor.

LONDON NOTES.

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment
had a busy meeting last Friday, and authorlztU
appropriations amounting to several millions of
dollars. Turn many influence in city grants may
syecdiiv result Inaddirur four hundred to the po-

The omission of a "not" by r.n error of thd
type in an article on Irremovable civil servants

lay caused Thu Tribune to say: • Th*
of tho merit system is tenure dependent

"on actual fitness— tenure practically terminable
"onlyon conviction of crime." What we meant
to say, as we hope our readers inferred from
the context, was: ''The ideal of the merit sys-
tem is tenure dependent on actual fitness—not
"tenure practically terminable only on convic-
"tlon of crime."

Business stfll has adverse weather with which
to contend, reports from almost every section of
the country indicating that the winter Is un-
usually severe. AH kinds of transportation are
delayed, while the destruction of telegraph wires

restricts business. It is possible that much of
this trade willbe made up subsequently, and, of
course, where sales are merely postponed, the
ultimate result will be satisfactory. Tet it is
probable that a good deal of business has been
lost, particularly In perishable freight and other
merchandise required for immediate consump-

tion. To some extent the loss is neutralized in
the aggregate by extra dealings in winter goods,

but these benefits do rot come to the same indi-

viduals that have suffered lofs. Although bank
exchanges are largely swelled by activity in

"Wall Street, nfter making a proper allowance
for this factor, there still appears a material in-

crease over the corresponding period last year,

and the other measures of trade, such as rail-

way earnings and insolvencies, indicate that
business is making steady progress. Notwith-
standing more or less interruption from labor
difficulties, the outlook is encouraging for an ac-
tive spring season, in tho building trades, many

cities reporting that mere permits are being

issued than at this time last year.

Tv the face of an official report that 17,767,-
GOO bales of cotton had been ginned up to Jan-
uary 10, against 9.485,537 bales last year, the
price of middling uplands advanced steadily to
7.00, or about $f> a bale since the upward move-
ment began. As 524 ginneries refused to make
returns, it is evident that this crop may reach
13,500,000 bales, which is about two million more
than conservative estimates of the year's re-
quirements. Inview of. these definite figures, it
is difficult to understand how even the most rs-
gresslve speculation can maintain prices in the
vicinity of eight cent 3a pound. The only dis-
tinct advantage to ba gninM by holding back
thfl crop willcome through the Inability to make
deliveries against short contracts, but there is no
reason to believe that any heavy short account
exists. Chiefly because of the high position of
prices the wheat market is unsettled and inac-
tive. Exports are very small— in fact, the outgo

is almost tutinly limited to flour—and the re-
duced movement at the Northwest Is probably
largely due. to the weather. Speculative fluctua-
tions of both wheat and corn are chiefly in re-
sponse to conditions ahroad, aa the domestic

situation has become pretty well defined.
Although thero Is comparatively little idle ma-

chinery in the leading manufacturing Industries,

more or less conservatism is shown by pur-
chasers for future delivery, particularly in tex-
tiles and footwear. Returns are most satis-
factory from the woollen mills, which have
withdrawn many lines, owing to their oversold
condition, and apparently the remarkable
strength of the raw material has not made this
industry unprofitable. In cotton fabrics, how-
ever, tho erratic movement of the raw material
has seriouHly retarded the placing of contracts,
and although prices now average slightly lower
the disposition of buyers is to wait for still bet-
ter terms. Increased business in leather has
tended to maintain prlce3, and footwear fac-
tories Insist on recently established list prices,
which results in tho postponement of orders for
noxt fall nnd winter. At present the shoe shops
ere busy on spring shipments, and then' Is no
disposition to offer buyers any better terms.
The best news of tho week comes from the iron
and steel Industry, pig iron production having
steadily increased, until all preceding records
are far surpassed, yet consumption has evi-
dently kept pacp, for there is no evidence of ac-
cumulated stocks.

A sudden alteration in sterling exchange at

Paris and New-York, indicatingless pressure for

gold in Europe, was promptly reflected in the
attitude of bankers, who cancelled several en-
gagements of gold that were to be shipped on
Thursday. The change in attitude was most
pronounced, for in the previous week one

steamer took over $9,000,000 to Paris, most of
which was in the form of coin, but during the
last week less than $1,750,000 went on the

French steamer, notwithstanding the fact that

over $5,000,000 in bars -was available. In addi-

tion to the consignments to Paris, a large ship-

ment was made to Argentina, and about $3,000,-
000 to Cuba established a new record since this
movement began on October 27, as compared

with any similar period in the nation's history.

The three principal European banks made re-

markably good reports, as might be expected

after the large quantity of gold received from
America, yet nfter it was too late to ship on
Thursday's steamer rates of exchange again

shifted to a point that made exports, of gold
profitable, and applications were made for the
remaining supply of available bars. Notwith-
standing this continued drain upon the gold sup-

ply and the gradual reduction in surplus re-
serves of the. associated banks, money remains

abundant and easy.

uowwr AVD BUSINESS.
Despite several reactions and much irregu-

larity last week, tho average of the sixty most
active railway stocks rose to a new high point

for the year, and the volume of business con-

tinued very large. Arbitrage business showed a

moderate excess of purchases over sales, owing

to the stronger financial situation abroad. Con-
ditions In Wall Street aro still extremely puz-

zling. There does not seem to be any evidence
of much increase in Interest on the part of the
general public; yet there appears to he con-
sistent support by Insiders who prevent any

material reaction by promptly absorbing all the

stock that is offered. The largest gains in price

occur in such stocks as Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy and Great Northarn preferred, in which
transactions are extremely rare. Fundamental
conditions are unchanged, all influences tending

to support prices, especially the steady gains in
railway earnings and the persistent ease of the
money market. On the other hand, it is well to

bear In mind that prices have had a material
advance, and are within an average of about $5

of the highest point attained In September, 1002.
at the culmination of a violent speculative de-

bauch to which the public contributed largely,

whereas there is less evidence of this class of
buying at the present time.

which wo hear a dozen timfs nu hour Is simply

a <omi|>tion ot "Jesus!" nurl tliat "Hully (Ipc

tear to "tougb boys" and to would-bP wits, irn

likf treatnient of "Holy Jesus!"
Ifthese too common expressions were uUersd

fn their original form, they would sound

liiX to most of those who now use them. KM

would quickly be abnndoned. Masking the

Divine Namo behind mispronunciation or con-

traction does not lessen the offence. It. rather
Increases it, atitsg insult to Injury. It would
be to mir present credit if that particular ex-

pletive wore at on.c eliminated from our vo-

cabulary, even from the vocabulary of objur-
gatory slang, and it would bo for our lastln?
credit if the rest of tlie world were dissuaded

from tlie notion that the use of it is the Invari-
able hallmark of American speech.

"What's the matter?" asked th^ optimist- "1thought -your uncle hnd left you $li».000?* %

"He did.'-1 replied the pessimist, "but. confoundit he provides in his will that I've got to use $150of it to buy him a tombstone."— (Chicago Record-11• '
I.11'1.

A remarkable Alpine mountaineering feat has
been performed on Mont Blanc—this time on skees.
A party < f four men, among whom was an English-
man named Dr. Fontaine, accompanied by the two
Chamounlx suUes, Jean and Joseph Kavenel. have
traversed the whole chain of Mont BUnc on skees.
They started from St. Gervals and descended at
Courmayeur. Here they took a day's rest, and then
akeed back to Chamounlx, doing the return Journey
In ten. hour*.

Mo*.t »r.rortunate -Mother (who wants to bev*ry nl.'e to bachelor uncI*. understood to havemade hla pile in Austra»a)-No«\ C'harlte you've
nCrhLHe-Tnr,Vncle befor t- G and shake hand*.UurlU-Oh. yes. mother. Ihave «een him !*for«.Im aure~at last yeur'a j>antomh3i»l-(Punch,

HER PII.I'MMA.
Mrs, ifabrMS (excitedlyV-Oh. John, please sendoff a telegram for tne, quick!
Mr. Nubride-My.dearest, what has happened?
Mrs. Nubrlde—Why. I'm taking a correspondencecourse in.ookinar and the cake Imade is runnin?all over the oven. Iwant to telegraph them quick

to find out what to (Brooklyn Life.
The Hon. Jehlah Nebuchadnezzar Footc, formerly

of Knobnoster. now of Protein. Mo., writes to "The
St. Louis Republic" authorizing the public to cull
him "Jim." Mr. Foot© has been known until re-
cently as J. N.. modestly keeping to himself what
those initials stood for. Ho writes: "Upon con-sulting the various newtpapers of this state, i
find that much unseemly levity has feseo createdby the publication of my fullname. Numerous ed-
itors, never before suspected of se<«triiir t): point
of aaqrthtog else, have apparently geea a Ion?- mms
out of tl.rir way to attach a false and disagree.
able gnlneanet to my naire or names, in some
cases making comments quite vainfu! to one who
has never come before th« pnbUe with any other
but the most serious purpose MM «r«.rne.«t destre
to bestow mu-li humble soncMl as ho could, and
certainly not for the -

amusement «f foolish or
vicious rrr.-ons.

'

For the first time since 1762 the annual meeting
of the Society of Friends, the Quakers, will be
hel«l. this year, outside of London. The "allure-
ments of London" have. it appears, proved too
much for the degenerate delegates el th.- present
d:iy. "Why," said a Quaker of high standing.
"Friends, members of old Quaker families, have
been known to drive up to the meeting house in
motor car?!'

—(Mary Isabella Forsyth. in The Christian In-
telligencer.

LINCOLN.

\ vountr backwoodsman, tall and strong of limb.*
We find him in the wilds of Illinois.

So brave, so faithful, oft men said of him.
•A man while yet a boy."

A man. indeed, while moving upward still.
They g:ized at bis advance with wondering eyes.

Anil saw hla lofty aims, his steadfast will.
With glad surprise.

He reached the summit in a crucial hour.
Wh«-n clouds and darkness hung above the land.

And proved himself to all a man of power.
Who could command.

Hb loved his country, not some special part
More dear than others but the glorious whole.

He Rave to save the Union all his heart.
His brain, his soul.

*

In <>ne brief respite from the awful strain.
The foul assassin's bullet- th* end.

And all the wide world mourned, and mourned In
vain.

'
The nation's friend.

But was it nil In vain, when proudly wav.^s
The flaK he loved—full starred— from shore to

shore?
When North and South clasp hands o'er heroes'

graves.
Would h" ask morp?

The, Brahmins 1 clocks divide the day into sixty

hours of twenty-four minutes each, called ghureea.

according to "The Indianapolis Xews." Occasion-

ally a twenty-four-mlnute sandglass Is used, but

more commonly a copper bowl with a very small
hole in the bottom of it. this bowl being placed on

th« surface of the water and gradually filled. If

th« hole. In the bottom 13 conectly sized, the bowl

sinks in twenty-four minutes; this registers the
duration of the ghuree. An attendant thereupon

empties tho basin and strikes tho hour of the day

or night on the gong.

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

The eight ambassadors of the German Empire in

Madrid. Rome. Washington. Constantinople. Parts.
London. St. Petersburg and Vienna are all mem-

bers of the nobility. Their emoluments »je
in the first thre« cities mentioned. $30,000 in tne

next three and $37,500 in the last two.

One of the moat remarkable instances of heredi-
tary offlce among solicitors la that of the aoting

Under Sheriff for the City of London. Tufnen

Burchell sits- in his Sheriff's court in Red Lion
Square, on the bench that his father, grandfather

and great-grandfather successively occupied.

The French Academy of Medicine has Just elected
to its membership. In the person of Professor
Polrier, one of the youngest men ever Include*

within Its ranks, as his career has been one of the
most brilliantly rapid among his contemporar^s.
The professors qualification dates only from S3.
and since 18S7 he has taught anatomy at the prac-

tising school of »he Paris faculty. He Is also sur-
geon of the Tenon Hospital. He is the tuthorof
many treatises on osteology the musclea. cancerous
affections and other surgical subjects.

Professor F. G. Peabody. of Harvard, is presiding

at the meetings of the Religious Educational As-

sociation Convention, now being held in Boston.

The Dutch are forming committees throughout

the South African colonies for the purpose of pre-

senting Mr. Steyn with a national testimonial on
his arrival on February 15.

C. A. Orr. the American consul at BarranQuUla.
Colombia, reports to the government that Ameri-
can money is now the basis for nearly all trans-

actions tn Colombia.
About $300 has been pledged on a JIO.OOO statue of

John G. Whittle*, to be erected by the Whittler
Home Association. The society held its annual

meeting recently in Amesbury. -^-^p^-mlnM to secure th<» money as soon as possible.

The plan is to erect the statue in a public park.

A memorial to the late Senator Hoar has been
suggested by the State House Committee of the

jsnsKKß #£Ksrßst* *=•\u25a0»
and suitable monument willbe erected.

General Greely. chief signal officer. U. S. A., will

convert the Omaha (Neb.) barracks into a signal

corps post, where experiments willbe made with
airships and dirigible balloons.

Emperor William some days ago asked Kins Ed-
ward to send a delegate from the Church of Ens-

land to attend the consecration of the new Lu-

city last summer, will undoubtedly be chosen.

PERSONAL.

The organization of a commission for Judi-
cially condemning lands needed for the Panama

Canal marks the beginning of a rational era

In that undertaking. In the old days the Co-
lombian authorities ga.ve some fearful and

wonderful awards when Frenchmen wanted

land for canal purposes. Any bit of swamp or
hill that lay in the path of the canal was bet-

ter than a g:>ld mine to its happy possessor.

Xow there is a prospect of fair dealing, with

no ••graft." _^___________—

"See Tarls md die" Is a saying that needs re-
vision. It appears that It Is very costly to die
In Paris, owlnjr to the hisrh price of official red

tape of various kinds, and hence the American
Consul General In Paris has sent the following

advice to his fellow countrymen: "Whatever els*
you attempt InParis, never try to die here."

The Hon. George Washington Plunkltt se«s
anarchy ahead unless we go back to "bosses"

and the spoils gystom. The ex-Senator talks like
a man who lsn"t thoroughly enjoying life "out-
side the breastworks."

There is no reason now why the Inauguration

on March 4 should not be a Joyoun occasion—
Governor Vardamaa has refused to attend.

lice forcfi, although thore Ma been no strenuous
effort so to arrange the details that the wearers
of the uniform shall be used to the best ad-

vantage. Many patrolmen ar« protected by

powerful leaders In Tammany Hall, and are

continued In comfortable places In which they

have little to do. The police force will never
be a credit to N>w-York until Its members are
convinced that they have lost the power.prac-
tically to arrange a great immber of patrols In

the way that suits them best.
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Amusement*.
ACADEMY OF MUSlC—2— Sweet KittyBfllftlr*
AMERlCAN—r—S:ls—Cohen's Luck.
JJBLIA SCO— 2—*—
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THE y£TT« THIB JfOtf.V/YG.

rfiPKIGV-The day passed without serious
«lSrS??t St.Petersburg; the police cont>m«
to rrake arrests. ===== Liberals at bt. Peters-

Xi« welcomed the report that the government

Sd establish a zemsky zabor. but expressed

doubts of the Emperor's ability_to_break away

fron. the reactionary influences.
===== The \u25a0triKe

continues in Poland, and the officials have no
expectation that it wIU speedily be broken; all
th. Dombrova factories are closed, and the Vis-

tula line is blocked by thirty thousand cars of

ore sb Advices from Tims said that the

strike there was broken, that police were guard-

tng the men at work, and that the Municipal

Council had declined to meet to discuss the

Übor troubles. =Field Marshal Oyama re-
ported the repulse of two small Russian forces,

adding that General Kuropatkin was extending

his lines along the railway. ==Kossuth. the
leader of the Independence party In Hungar>.

was received by Emperor Francis Joseph, and
strong hope« are entertained that an agreement

on Austro-Hungarian relations will be reached.
f KingEdward has appointed the Prince of

WaJ*s Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. \u25a0 \u25a0

Lawyers for the Countess Montignoso have re-
fused the demand of the Kingof Saxony for the
possession of Princess Anna Monica Pla.

lEBTIC.
—

The Senate will consider this
week appropriation bills and the Bwayne im-
peachment case; the House the Naval Appro-
priation. River and Harbor bills and District of

Cotambia legislation. -
A letter from Sen-

ator Mitchell to his partner, which may be used
by the |nuset'utlon against the Senator, was
jnad* public In Portland. === The rain in the

Wf.-t caused a breaking of ice gorges in many
places; great damage was done to Ohio River
chipping at Cincinnati. ===== The authorities at
Ar.na; oils are taking severe measures to en-
force the rules againrt smoking by the midship-
men. \u25a0 I J. Pierpont Morgan was appointed
one of a committee of directors of the New-
Baven road to hear the grievances of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen at the
Grand Central Station, New-York, to-morrow.

ClTY.—Arrangements were completed for re-
ceiving and entertaining President Roosevelt on
his two days' visit hero. ====== Seven, persons.
Including four women and children, were rescued
from two coal barges which were being swept
down the North River in an ice floe. ==
There was a rear end collision between two sub-
way trains near 116th-st ===== Passengers be-
came panicstricken on a 3d-ave. elevated train
•wh*-n a fuse blew out; men broke windows and
furoped through them to the tracks. :

—
A

rain and sleet storm made walking perilous,
caused several injuri-\u25a0 to pedestrians and
long delays in the running of elevated trains.
; it was announced that the Casino might
V>«» reconstructed, with the auditorium on the
fir.n floor. --.-... \u25a0 Some excitement was caused on
th<- steamer Ombrla in a struggle between two
passengers In whi<* one flourished a revolver.
; \u25a0

• Doctors in Long Island City pulled a dis-

located spine In place by attaching heavy
weights to a patient's head and feet. =r

Three m*=ii iumj from a sinking schooner off
Boa Gate and got to shore through the ice
before they became unconscious.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day:

Fair and much iolder. The temperature yester-

day: High 43 degTees; lowest. 10.

TEACBTVQ A STATE A LESSON.
Private monopoly and State socialism have

conic to a clash in Kansas. That State has a

long history of Populism, and so it is not sur-
prising that its Senate has passed a bill for the
creation of a State oil refinery, that the lower
house will probably acquiesce in the measure,

and that Governor Hoch will Sign it. Recent
occurrences Bbvw how the Wfrgest monopoly in
the country, the Standard Oil Trust, is prepared
to meet such competition. There is some nov-
elty in the idea of a State as a competitor.
Em;th, Jones and Robinson ns competitors,
either individually or a* a corporation, are, or
were, faiulliur enough, but "the State of Kan-
Ms, refiner of crude petroleum," is a novelty.

The oil fields of Kansas are of comparatively
recent development, but it is said, by the State
papers that the wells are now producing six

million barrels of oil a year. These wells are

mostly in the possession of private owners.
The Standard Oil Company, through its repre-
sentative, the Prairie Oil Oontnany, buys the
oil at a trifle more than a cent a gallon, refines
Jt at

• Cost believed by the friends of the State
refinery to be about \u25a0 cent a gallon, and sells
the product at a handsome profit. The owners
of tlie \v«-llg want another market for their
petroleum, but capital refuses to enter the re-
fining business in competition with the trust.
ItIs one of those well learned lessons of capital.
The administration of Governor Hoch is com-
mitted toIState refinery by ante-election prom-
ises of reform in lbs oil situation and by the
Governor's message. The Senate bill provides
for the expenditure of $400,000 on a refinery,
but it was expected the lower house would cut
that down to $50,000 or $100,000 for an experi-
mental plant. Now, however, the action of the
Etandard OH Company in closing its operations
in the Kansas oil fields is reported to have
ended opjiosltion to the State venture.

The practical boycott on the Kansas wells
declared by the trust Is a shrewd measure, for
should it be maintained it would end oil pro-
ducing in Kansas for many months. Itwill take
considerable time to erect a State refinery, and
when It is finished it will have, according to
estimates, a capacity of only about five thou-
Eand barrels a day, or about one-fourth of the
total production of Kansas. The trust probably
does not intend that the closing of operations
there shall be permanent. That action was
meant, as President Young of the Prairie Oil
Company is quoted in yesterday's papers as
caying, "to teach the State of Kansas a les-
son." Itis a vigorous Intimation that the Stand-
ard OilCompany means business, and If,as one
of the legislators says, Kansas is not going to
treat the trust "ina gentle and ladylike way,"

neither is the trust going to treat Kansas "in
a gentle and ladylike way." There are many
things that the trust may do for the further
education of Kansas. Itmay paralyze oil pro-
duction there until the State refinery comes into
existence; It may then leave to the State re-
finery tiw impossibility of handling all the out-

BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY PROSPECTS.
There seems to be a premonition that the

forthcoming session of the British Parliament,
which begins on Tuesday, will be tho last of
the present House of Commons. The ground
for that is not. however, apparent. A Parlia-
ment usually comes to an end Inone of three
wnys. It rear-lies the limit of its legal term,
or the Ministry is defeated, or a dissolution is
voluntarily sought for tactical reasons. We
cannot at this distance see that any of those
causes is likely to operate this spring, or at
any time this year. Obviously the first willnot
This Parliament is still comparatively young.
It dates from December I), 1900, and has thus
lived out less than four and one-quarter of the
seven years to which it is entitled. True, no
Parliament lives out its full term. But not for
many years has one been dissolved in less than
five years without some other cause than time.
Thi6 is the fifteenth Parliament of Victoria and
the first of Edward VII. The fourteenth lasted
five years and six weeks, the twelfth five years
and nearly eleven months, the tenth more than
five and a half years, the ninth more than six
years, the eighth five years and seven weeks,
and the bixth fiix years and live weeks. On
the ground of time, therefore, this Parliament
should not be dissolved for at least a year to
come.
It does not appear that any tactical advan-

tage to the government demands an early dis-
solution. There is no troublesome issue on hand
\u25a0which the Ministry wishes to avoid, nor is there
any current circumstance or opportunity which
it wishes to improve. The new session bids
fair to be a practical but not sensational one.
It begins late, since Easter comes very late
this year, and there will be short time for
voting Supply between February 14 and March
31, and the time will probably be practically
monopolized by that supreme obligation. Other
topics must wait until after April1. Even then
it is doubtful ifany seriously contentious issues
are raised. Redistribution is said to have been
shelved, and the next election, whenever it
occurs, will probably be conducted upon the
present inequitable system, which is as bad
as the inequality between our own Southern
and Northern States. Immigration and some
other matters connected with social and Indus-
trial reform are likely to be considered, but
over them there will be little controversy. Of
course, the Budget Is an unknown quantity,

and itmay contain some surprises, such as a
revenue tariff, but that Is not likely. Mr. Bal-
four is understood to be averse— and logically
so

—
to raising the general fiscal Issue in this

Parliament.
The dominant fact of the situation, after all,

is that Mr. Balfour remains in full control. His
notably successful leadership of his party and of
the government remains unimpaired. Seldom in
English history has a Prime Minister maintained
a more perfect mastery of the situation, in dif-
ficult circumstances. He has held his Parlia-
mentary majority Inhand with unrivalled tact
and with undoubted force of both moral and in-
tellectual leadership with a success seldom ap-
proximated, and is consequently well able to
choose his own time for dissolution. There is no
reason at present apparent why he should not de-
fer the appeal to the people. Itis true that the
by-elections have largeiy been adveibo to him,

It cannot be said that this expansion has
been in any sense forced or artificial. On the
contrary, it has come through wholly natural
causes, and certainly without any concerted ef-
fort on the part of American manufacturers. It
has been the general complaint of our consuls -
a complaint voiced vigorously in the January
\u25a0'Bulletin of the International Bureau of the
American Republics"— that American manufact-
urers have not hitherto taken sufficient trouble
to familiarize themselves with trade conditions
abroad, and have failed signally to consult the
special wants and tastes of foreign purchasers.
The trade we have lias been built up in spite of
such shortsightedness, and In competition with
rivals like the Germans, who earnestly seek to
adapt themselves to foreign market conditions.
It is so much the more evident, therefore, that
our export trade needs only to be cultivated in-
telligently in the next decade or two to Insure
It an extraordinary expansion. The zeal, pa-
tience and Judgment our rivals have shown in
this field will, if imitated by us, easily double
the value of our exports of manufactures; and
with the initial obstacles removed this trade will
go on steadily gaining headway. The State De-
partment has wisely recommended the creation
of a staff <>f agents to study foreign trade condi-
tions and bring the American manufacturer into
closer touch with them; for only a greater
knowledge of and greater interest in the foreign
market seem to be needed to lift the United
States to a vastly more important place as an
exporter of manufactured products.

In the calendar year 1004 all records for ex-
ports of manufactures were broken. The total
reached— sso2,7«M,729— ls thehighestever known,

and the gain for the year—sßl,ooo,ooo— exceeded
any gain hitherto recorded. The increase in
our sales of manufactures has been indeed phe-
nomenal. In 18D4 we sent abroad manufact-
ures valued at $177,800,969. In 1895 and 1896—
under the Wilson-Gorman law—the totals were
a little larger— s2ol.ls3,f>63 in 1895 and 9233,-
\u2666581,541 in IS9G. In the last eight years, under
the Dingley law. the increase has been greatly
accelerated. The total for 1897 was §279,616.-
898, for 1899 $380,787,891, for 1902 $410,650,967

and for 1904 $502,764,729.

NEW RECORDS IN EXPORTS.

Congress was recently asked by the State De-
partment to create a staff of commercial agents,

with diplomatic rank, whose function it should

be to facilitate the sale abroad of American

manufactures. Tlie step proposed has been
generally commended as timely and practical;

for in spite of the shopworn contention of the
Cobdenite school of economists, that under a
high protective tariff we cannot possibly cre-
ate a market abroad for our manufactured prod-
ucts, the American people are waking up to the
fact that we have already created such a mar-

ket, and that the time is ripe for cultivating

and expanding It. A bulletin just issued by

the Bureau of Statistics of the Department of
Commerce and Labor gives an excellent idea of

the growth in the last decade of our export

trade in manufactures— a growth which the
Cobdenites have a thousand times declared to
be a fiction and a chimera. In violation of all
the laws of free trade logic we have been sell-
ing enormous quantities of manufactured goods
abroad, and under the Dingley tariff—the most
protective In our history

-
we have increased

the value of such sales to over $500,000,000 an-
nually.

put of the well*,or Itmay buy crude oil at a

higher price than the State refinery can afford
to pay and sell the refined product at less than
the cost of production. It may. in a word,

treat the State refinery In exactly the way in
which individual competitors are driven out of
business by more powerful rivals. The State
rushes tn where private capital fears to tread.

With sympathy for the well owners of Kan-
sas, who we in the large dividends of the oil
trust profits they feel should be theirs, we
think that they are urging Kansas to a perilous
undertaking. In the words of "The Topeka
HeraJd," they are -'using the State treasury to
try to beat a trust." The State of Kansas has
no more terrors for the Standard Oil Company

as a rival than has any oiher equal aggregation

of capital in private hands. The troubles of
Knnsns are probably only just beginning if it

persists in building its State refinery. States
are small things, relatively, with which to enter
the economic arena to-day. Some State must
learn this lesson for the benefit ofall legislators.

Itlooks now as if Kansas has elected to fill
that altruistic role.

OUR XATIOXAL EXPLETIVEt
There lias recently been, In English literary

.\u25a0Journals and elsewhere, some more or less aca-
demic discussion of the origin and significance
ofthe common expletive "Great Scott!" We are
not sure that any conclusion has been agreed
upon, though the weight of evidence and opin-
ion seems to confirm the widely accepted theory
that it Is of German origin, and is simply an
Anglicization of German words meaning "Great
God!" Atany rate, itIs certainly not an Amer-
icanism, and has nothing to do with General
Scott, but. so far as it Is used here, was bor-
rowed from England. Perhaps, if the origin and
meaning of it which we have mentioned were
more generally understood, it would not bo so
commonly used as an expletive by people to
whom its priutlne form, "Great God!" would
sound like blasphemy.
Itmight bo well, by the way, to consider ifIt

would not be desirable to invent or to adopt
some phrase as a "national expletive" other than
that whichis coming to be generally regarded as
such. Every nation has a traditional character-
istic expletive. The Englishman insists that the
Frenchman's is "Sacre!" or "Parbleu!" while
the Frenchman is equally ready to ascribe what
he frames as "Goddam!" to the Englishman. (If
course the German has his "Gott in Ilimmel!"
and various others, and tlie Spaniard his mouth-
filling "Car-r-ramba!" while the Italian vents
his emotions In "Cospctto!" or 'Torpo dl
Bacco!" Well, they are none of them particular-
ly edifying. Rut we are inclined to think that
the worst of the lot, the most offensive, not only
to religious susceptibilities, but to the sense of
courteous decency, is that which our transatlan-
tic friends are now regarding and are enshrin-
ing in th«ir literature, with quotation markß, as
our national expletive.

For, while the profane use of any of the titles
of the Deity is more or less offensive, by com-
mon consent the worst Is such use of the name
of the Second Person of the Christian Trinity.
Itseems to be agreed that we should treat with
especial reverence the name of that

soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil nplrlt
The first true gentleman that ever breathed.

'
Yet we must know that one of the most fnmillar
expletives, on tho lips of women and children
as well as of men, is a profane vulgarization of
His name. Whatever the origin of "Great
bcott!" tiisre is no question tiu»t the "Geei"

ft


