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3 Amusements. i

ACADEMY OF MUSIC—2—8:15—Sweet Kitty Beliairs.
RICAN—2—~8:15—Cohen’'s Luck.
SOO—2—8&—,
U—2—S:15—The Music Master.
ADWAY —2:15—8
NEGIE HALL—$8:15— Recital.

Vaudeville.
COLONIAL MUSIC HALL—2—8—Vaudeville.
CRITERION —2:15—8 :20—Cousin Biily.

LY" The Duchess of Dantzie.
MUSER—World in Wax,
RE—2—%:10—The Little Minister and
Thumb. 2
N—2-8:20—The (\:ll;;e 'hs:w.“u
RRICK—2:10-8:16--You Never Can o
gnsﬂ'.x.\"s VICTORIA—2—8:15—Vaudeville.
M —2:15—8:15—The Usurper.
ALD SQUARE—2:15—8:10—-The YWoman in the Case,
DSON —2:15—8§:30~Strongheart.
VING PLACE—2:15—8:20—Die TAebesschule.
CKERBOCKER—2—8 -The Mjddieman.
" FIELDS'S—2—-S—It Happened in Nordland.
ERTY-—2—8:15—The School for Scll_ndal.
YCEl'I———::l.'»-—G;m-»ln Leffingwell’s Boots.
LYRIC—2-8:16—Fantana P
ADISON SQUARE—2—8:30—-Mrs. Temple's Telogram.
.ADXM.\' SQUARE GARDEN-9 to 11-—Dog Show.
ESTIC—2—8:15—Buster Brown.
ANHATTAN—2:15—£:15—Leah Kleschna.
ETROPOLITAN OPERA HOU SE—s—Les H
N RDAM—2-8:15—Humpty Dumpty.
28 A Pair of Pinks,
—The Passport.
“riquet
—%:15-—Jee Skating.
e Yankee Consul,
-2 —8—Vaudeville.
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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

EIGN.—The day passed without serious
dmrf:gr at St. Petersburg; the police continue
to make arrests. - Liberals at St. Peters-
burg welcomed the report that the government
would establish a zemsky zabor, but expressed
@oubts of the Emperor’'s ability to break away
from the reactionary influences. The strike
continues in Poland, and the officlals have no
expectation that it will speedily be broken; all
the Dombrova factories are closed, and the Vis-
tula line is blocked by thirty thousand cars of
ore. Advices from Tiflis said that the
strike there was broken, that police were guard-
ing the men at work, and that the _Munlclpal
Council had declined to meet to discuss the
jabor troubles. ——= Field Marshal Oyama re-
ported the repulse of two small Russian forces,
adding that General Kuropatkin was extending
his lines along the railway. Kossuth, the
leader of the Independence party In Hungary,
was received by Emperor Francis Joseph, and
strong hopes are entertained that an agreement
on Austro-Hungarian relations will be re_a.c'hed.
=——— King Edward has appointed the Prince of
Wales Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. ——
Lewyers for the Countess Montignoso have re-
fused the demand of the King of Saxony for the
possession of Princess Anna Monica Pla.

DOMESTIC.—The Senate will consider this
week appropriation bills and the Swayne im-
peachment case; the House the Naval Appro-
priation, River and Harbor bills and District of
Columbia legislation. ———= A letter from Sen-
ator Mitchell to his partner, which may be used
by the prosecution against the Senator, was
made public In Portland. —— The rain in the
West caused a breaking of ice gorges in many
places; great damage was done to Ohio River
shipping at Cincinnati. The authorities at
Annapolis are taking severe measures to en-
force the rules againet smoking by the midship-
men. —==— J. Pierpont Morgan was appointed
one of a committee of directors of the New-
Haven road to hear the grievances of the
Brotherhnod of Locomotive Firemen at the
Grand Central Station, New-York, to-morrow.

CITY.—Arrangements were completed for re-
ceiving and entertaining President Roosevelt on
i two days' visit here. ———= Seven_persons,
fncluding four women and children, were rescued
from two coal barges which were being swept
down the North River in an ice floe. —=
There was a rear end collision between two sub-
way trains near 116th-st. Passengers be-
came panicstricken on a 3d-ave. elevated train
when a fuse blew out; men broke windows and
gumped through them to the tracks. ——
rain and sleet storm made walking perilous,
caused several injuries to pedestrians and
Jong delays in the running of elevated trains.
=——— It was announced that the Casino might
be reconstructed, with the auditorium on the
first floor. ——— Some excitement was caused on
the steamer Umbria in a struggle between two
passengers in which one flourished a revolver.
=——— Doctors in Long Island City pulled a dis-
Jocated spine in place by attaching heavy
weights to a patient’'s head and feet. =
Three men jumped from a sinking schooner off
Bea Gate and got to shore through the ice
before they became unconscious.

THE WEATHER.—Indications to-day:
Fair and much colder. The temperature yester-
day: Highest, 43 degrees; lowest, 19.

for

TEACHING A STATE A LESSON.

Private monopoly and State sociallsm bave
come to a clash in Kansas. That State has a
Jong bistory of Populism, and so it is not sur-
prising that its Senate has passed a bill for the
creation of a State oil refinery, that the lower
bouse will probably acquiesce in the measure,
and that Governor Hech will sign it. Recent
occurrences show how the biggest monopoly in
the country, the Standard Oil Trust, Is prepared
to meet such competition, There is some nov-
elty in the Idea of a State as a competitor.
Bmith, Jones and Robhinson as competitors,
either individually or as a corporation, are, or
were, familiar enough, but “the State of Kan-
gas, refiner of erude petroleum,” is a novelty.

The oil fields of Kansas are of comparatively
recent development, but it is said by the State
papers that the wells are now producing six
million barrels of oil a year. These wells are
mostly in the possession of private owners.
The Standard Oil Company, through its repre-
sentative, the Prairie Oil Company, buys the
ofl at a trifle more than a cent a gallon, refines
it at a cost believed by the friends of the State
refinery to be about a cent a gallon, and sells
the product at a handsome profit. The owners
of the wells want another market for their
petroleum, but capital refuses to enter the re-
fining business in comvetition with the trust.
It is one of those well learned lessons of capital.
The administration of Governor Hoch is com-
mitted 1o a State refinery by ante-election prom-
ises of reform in the oil situation and by the
Governor's message. The Senate bill provides
for the expenditure of $400,000 on a refinery,
tut it was expected the lower house would cut
that down to $50,000 or $100,000 for an experi-
mental plant. Now, however, the action of the
Standard Oil Company in closing its operations
in the Kansag oil fields is reported to have
ended opposition to the State venture.

The practical boycott on the Kansas wells

ducing in Kansas for many months, It will take
considerable time to erect a State refinery, and
when it is finished it will have, according to
estimates, a capacity of only about five thou-
sand barrels a day, or about one-fourth of the

there shall be permanent That action was
meant, as President Young of the Prairie Oil
Company is quoted In yesterday’s papers as
“to teach the State of Kansas a les-
son.” It is a vigorous intimation that the Stand-
ard Oil Company means business, and if, as one
of the legislators says, Kansas is not going to
treat the trust “in a gentle and ladylike way,”
the trust going to treat Kansas “in

:

a gentle and ladylike way.” are many
things that the trust may do for the further
education of Kansas. It may paralyze oil pro-

put of the wells, or it may buy crude oil at a
higher price than the State refinery can afford
to pay and sell the refined product at less than
the cost of production. It may, in a word,
treat the State refinery in exactly the way in
which individual competitors are driven out of
business by more powerful rivals. The State
rushes ! where private capital fears to tread.

With sympathy for the well owners of Kan-
sas, who see in the large dividends of the oil
trust profits they feel should be theirs, we
think that they are urging Kansas to a perilous
undertaking. In the words of “The Topeka
Herald,” they are “using the State treasury to
try 1o beat a trust.” The State of Kansas has
no more terrors for the Standard Oil Company
as a rival than has any other equal aggregation
of capital in private hands. The troubles of
Kansas are probably only just beginning if it
persists in building its State refinery. States
are small things, relatively, with which to enter
the economic arena to-dey. Some State must
learn this lesson for the benefit of ‘all legislators.
1t looks now as if Kansas has elected to fill
that altruistic role.

NEW RECORDS IN EXPORTS.

Congress was recently asked by the State De-
partment to create a staff of commercial agents,
with diplomatic rank, whose function it should
be to facilitate the sale abroad of American
manufaetures. The step proposed has been
generally commended as timely and practical;
for in spite of the shopworn contention of the
Cobdenite school of economists, that under a
high protective tariff we cannot possibly cre-
ate a market abroad for our manufactured prod-
ucts, the American people are waking up to the
fact that we have already created such a mar-
ket, and that the time is ripe for cultivating
and expanding it. A bulletin just issued by
the Bureau of Statistics of the Department of
Commerce and Labor gives an excellent idea of
the growth in the last decade of our export
trade in manufactures—a growth thich the
Cobdenites have a thousand times declared to
be a fiction and a chimera. In violation of all
the laws of free trade logic we have been sell-
ing enormous quantities of manufactured goods
abroad, and under the Dingley tariff—the most
protective in our history—we have increased
the value of such sales to over $500,000,000 an-
nually.

In the calendar year 1904 all records for ex-
ports of manufactures were broken. The total
reached—$502,764,729—is the highestever known,
and the gain for the year—$81,000,000—exceeded
any gain hitherto recorded. The increase in
our sales of manufacgtures has been indeed phe-
nomenal. In 1894 we sent abroad manufact-
ures valued at $177,800,969. In 1895 and 1898—
under the Wilson-Gorman law—the totals were
a little larger—$201,153,663 in 1895 and $253,-
81,541 in 1896. In the last eight years, under
the Dingley law, the increase has been greatly
accelerated. The total for 1897 was $279,618,-
898, for 1899 $380,787,891, for 1902 $410,650,967
and for 1004 $502,764,729.

It cannot be said that this expansion has
been in any sense forced or artificial. On the
contrary, it has come through wholly natural
causes, and certainly without any concerted ef-
fort on the part of American manufacturers. It
has been the general complaint of our consuls—
a complaint voiced vigorously in the January
“Bulletin of the International Bureau of the
American Republics'—that American manufact-
urers have not hitherto taken sufficient trouble
to familiarize themselves with trade conditions
abroad, and have failed signally to consult the
special wants and tastes of foreign purchasers.
The trade we have has been bullt up in spite of
such shortsightedness, and in competition with
rivals like the Germans, who earnestly seek to
adapt themselves to foreign market conditions.
It is so much the more evident, therefore, that
our export trade needs only to be cultivated in-
telligently in the next decade or two to Insure
it an extraordinary expansion. The zeal, pa-
tience and judgment our rivals have shown in
this field will, if imitated by us, easily double
the value of our exports of manufactures; and
with the initial obstacles removed this trade will
g0 on steadlly galning headway. The State De-
partment has wisely recommended the creation
of a staff of agents to study foreign trade condi-
zll(t))t:rm:iul:;:ui‘txxt)}: At;;f;;ica;l manufacturer into

a : for only a greater
knowledge of and greater interest in the foreign
gt?;l::tt :o:n:-qz?lvbin :::di(;r(\l to lift the United

R portant place as an
exporter of manufactured products.

BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY PROSPECTS.

There seems to be a premonition that the
forthcoming session of the British Parliament,
which begins on Tuesday, will be the last of
the present House of Commons. The ground
for that is not, however, apparent. A Parlia-
ment usually comes to an end in one of three
ways. It reaches the limit of its_legal term,
or the Ministry is defeated, or a dissolution is
voluntarily sought for tactical reasons. We
cannot at this distance see that any of those
causes is likely to operate this spring, or at
any time this year. Obviously the first will not.
This Parliament is still comparatively young.
It dates from December 3, 1900, and has thus
lived out less than four and one-quarter of the
seven years to which it is entitled. "T'rue, no
Parllament lives out its full term. But not for
many years has one been dissolved in leas than
five years without some other cause than time.
This is the fifteenth Parlinment of Victoria and
the first of Edward VII. The fourteenth lasted
five years and six weeks, the twelfth five vears
and pearly eleven months, the tenth more than
five and a half years, the ninth more than six
years, the eighth five years and seven weeks,
and the sixth six years and five weeks. On
the ground of time, therefore, this Parliament
should not be dissolved for at least a year to
come.

It does not appear that any tactical advan-
tage to the government demands an early dis-
solution. There is no troublesome issue on hand
which the Ministry wishes to avoid, nor is there
any current circumstance or opportunity which
it wishes to improve. The new session bids
fair to be a practical but not sensational one.
It begins late, since Easter comes very late
this year, and there will be short time for
voting Supply between February 14 and March
31, and the time will probably be practically
monopolized by that supreme obligation. Other
topics must wait until after April 1. Even then
it is doubtful if any seriously contentious issues
are raised. Redistribution is said to have been
shelved, and the next election, whenever it
occurs, will probably be conducted upon the
present inequitable system, which is as bad
as the inequality between our own Southern
and Northern States. Immigration and some
other matters connected with social and indus-
trial reform are likely to be considered, but
over them there will be little controversy. Of
course, the Budget s an unknown quantity,
and it may contaln some surprises, such as a
revenue tariff, but that is not likely. Mr. Bal-
four is understood to be averse—and logically
so—to raising the general fiscal issue in this
Parliament.

The dominant fact of the situation, after all,
is that Mr. Balfour remains in full control. His
notably successful leadership of his party and of
the government remains unimpaired. Seldom in
English history has a Prime Minister maintained
a more perfect mastery of the situation, in dif-
ficult circumstances. He has held his Parlia-
mentary majority in hand with unrivalled tact
and with undoubted foree of both moral and in-
tellectual leadership with a success seldom ap-
proximated, and is consequently well able to
choose his own time for dissolution. There is no
reason at present apparent why he should not de-
fer the appeal to the people. It is true that the

by-elections have largely been adverse to him,

as they have usually bheen to former govern-
ments. In four years his majority in the Com-
mons has been reduced by about 85. But it still
remains at nearly 100. If the same ratio of
losses should prevail, the end of even six years
would still find him with a majority of more
than 80, and that would be ample for all pur-
poses, even for a dissolution.

GERMAN CANALS AND RAILROADS.

There is significant suggestion in the coinci-
dence of two current items of news. One is
that the Prussian Diet is passing by over-
whelming majorities bills for the construction
of an elaborate system of canals connecting
the navigable rivers of the kingdom and con-
necting with the canal and river systems of
the empire and of Austria-Hungary. The other
is that the government is considering the con-
struction of an electric railroad from Berlin to
Hamburg the trains on which shall make more
than a hundred miles an hour.

The coincidence and the whole example of
Germany count heavily against the -anti-canal
contention that canals are obsolete and must
give way to railroads as means of transporta-
tion. There is no country in the world more
strictly up to date in engineering than is Ger-
many. The experiments between Berlin and
Zossen in rapid electric traction have attract-
ed the admiring attention of the weorld. Yet
now, just as the building of a long stretch of
high speed railroad is contemplated practically,
the government commits itself to a scheme of
canal construction and extension of the most
elaborate kind, far surpassing anything pro-
posed in this country. Evidently our German
cousins and rivals do not consider canals to be
obsolete.

It is also to be noted that canals are not con-
structed there for the sake of competition, but
purely upon their own merits. The government
owns the railroads, and it also owns the canals.
Of course, it does not build its own canals to
compete with its own railroads. It builds the
one system as the complement of the other, be-
cause it believes there is need of both and a
profitable use for both, side by side. There is
a railroad from Hamburg or from Harburg to
Bremen, yet the government insists upon hav-
ing a canal from the Elbe to the Weser. There
is more than one railroad from Bremen to the
Rhine, yet there must also be a Weser-Rhine
canal. There is a railroad on each bank of
the Rhine, but that river must be canalized.
There are rallroads in plenty from the Rhine
to the Danube, but there must also be a canal
between those rivers. Such is the policy of
Germany. It is a policy from which there are
no signs of receding, but which, on the con-
trary, is being maintained and even advanced.
It may be that the example of that great com-
mereial and industrial empire is worth consid-
ering, even in this great commereial and indus-

trial republic.

AUTOMOBILE WONDERS.

In more than one respect the automobile is
fairly entitled to rank as just about the fore-
most wonder of the world in the twentieth cen-
tury. It is doing so many things that would be
impossible to anything else in the world. It is
changing the natural conditions of the earth,
setting altitude and latitude at naught, and men-
acing even the precession of the equinoxes with
reversal or transformation.

Thus it was only a few days ago that we had
indubitable reports to the effect that one of them
had crossed the Andes by way of a mountain
pass the summit of which was ahout a mile
higher than the tiptop of the loftiest peak in the
whole range. We did not know before that the
automobile was a bird, but from that achleve-
ment it seems to be a triumphant rival of “the
“condor of the Andes, that can soar through
“heaven's unfathomable depths,” ete. Or else
it must be that all our,measurements of Andean
peaks and passes have been monstrously inaccu-
rate.

Now comes another gasolene perfumed tale
that somebody has ridden in an automobile to
the southern end of New-Zealand, which, we
are infallibly informed, is the southernmost
point in the world that can be thus reached.
Now, in the dim, distant past, when we studied
geography In a little red schoolhouse, we were
informed in Olney's geography that the southern
extremity of New-Zealand was in about 47 de-
grees 16 minutes south latitude, while the South
American continent extended to somewhere
about 56 degrees south. Reference to some re-
cent maps of good repute confirms that early
impression. According to the geographers, then,
it would be possible for an automobile to go
some hundreds of miles further south than this
one has done, and that without leaving the con-
tinent on a long ocean voyage. But, of course,
the geographers must be wrong. New-Zealand
must really be further south than Terra del
Fuego.

These be great triumphs for the machine.
Two of the three dimensions of physics have
already been overcome, and the third will doubt-
less be knocked galley west before we go to
press. But, really, wouldn't it be.just as well
to give less attention to remodelling the uni-
verse and a little more to devising machines
that will not “skid” and will not break down in
awkward places? Yesterday, for example, was
pot a pleasant day on which to lie on the flat
of your back under the starboard bow of a
“Crimson Corker” manipulating a monkey
wrench!

OUR NATIONAL EXPLETIVE?

There has recently been, in English literary
journals and elsewhere, some more or less aca-
demic discusslon of the origin and significance
of the common expletive “Great Seott!” We are
not sure that any conclusion has been agreed
upon, though the weight of evidence and opin-
ion seems to confirm the widely accepted theory
that it Is of German origin, and iIs simply an
Anglicization of German words meaning “Great
God!” At any rate, it is certainly not an Amer-
icanism, and has nothing to do with General
Scott, but, so far as it is used here, was bor-
rowed from England. Perhaps, if the origin and
meaning of it which we have mentioned were
more generally understood, it would not be so
commonly used as an expletive by people to
whom its pristine form, “Great God!” would
sound like blasphemy.

It might be well, by the way, to consider if it
would not be desirable to invent or to adopt
some phrase as a “national expletive” other than
that which is coming to be generally regarded as
such. Every nation has a traditional character-
istic expletive. The Englishman insists that the
Frenchman's is “Sacre!” or “Parblen!” while
the Frenchman is equally ready to ascribe what
he frames as “Goddam!” to the Englishman. Of
course the German has his “Gott in Himme]!"
and varlous others, and the Spaniard his mouth-
filling “Car-r-ramba!” while the Italian vents
Lis emotions in “Cospetto!” or “Corpo di
Bacco!” Well, they are none of them particular-
ly edifylng. But we are inclined to think that
the worst of the lot, the most offensive, not only
to religious susceptibilities, but to the sense r;t
courteous decency, is that which our transatlan-
tie friends are now regarding and are enshrin-
ing in thelr literature, with quotation marks, as
our national expletive.

For, while the profane use of any of the titles
of the Deity is more or less offensive, by com-
mon consent the worst is such use of the name
of the Second Person of the Christtan Trinity.
It seems to be agreed that we should treat wlth
especial reverence the name of that
—— s0ft, meek, patient, h
The first true xe'r,nlemun t‘klx:‘tb L.\;etrr;nrg:t‘;::gm!'
Yet we must know that one of the most famillar
expletives, on the lips of women and children
as well as of men, is a profane vulgarization of
His name. Whatever the origin of “Great
Scott!” there is no question that the “Geel”

which we hear a dozen times an hour Is simply
a corruption of “Jesus!” and that “Hully Gee!”
dear to “tough boys” and to would-be wits, is a
like treatment of “Holy Jesus!”

If these too common expressions were unitered
in their original form, they would sound shoeck-
ing to most of those who now use them, and
would quickly be abandoned. Masking the
Divine Name behind mispronunciation or con-
traction does not lessen the offence. It rather
Increases it, adding insult to injury. It would
be to our present credit if that particular ex-
pletive were at once eliminated from our vo-
cabulary, even from the vocabulary of objur-
gatory slang, and it would be for our lasting
credit if the rest of the world were dissuaded
from the notion that the use of it is the invari-
able hallmark of American speech.

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

Despite several reactions and much irregu-
larity last week, the average of the sixty most
active railway stocks rose to a new high point
for the year, and the volume of business con-
tinued very large. Arbitrage business showed a
moderate excess of purchases over sales, owing
to the stronger financial situation abroad. Con-
ditions in Wall Street are still extremely puz-
zling. There does not seem to be any evidence
of much increase in interest on the part of the
general public, yet there appears to he con-
sistent support by insiders who prevent any
material reaction by promptly absorbing all the
stock that is offered. The largest gains in price
occur in such stocks as Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy and Great Northarn preferred, in which
transactions are extremely rare. Fundamental
conditions are unchanged, all influences tending
to support prices, especially the steady gains in
railway earnings and the persistent ease of the
money market. On the other hand, it is well to
bear in mind that prices have had a material
advance, and are within an average of about $5
of the highest point attained in September, 1902,
at the culmination of a violent speculative de-
bauch to which the public contributed largely,
whereas there is less evidence of this class of
buying at the present time.

A sudden alteration in sterling exchange at
Paris and New-York, indicating less pressure for
gold in Europe, was promptly reflected in the
attitude of bankers, who cancelled several en-
gagements of gold that were to be shipped on
Thursday. The change in attitude was most
pronounced, for in the previous week one
steamer took over $9,000,000 to Paris, most of
which was in the form of coin, but during the
last week less than $1,750,000 went on the
French steamer, notwithstanding the fact that
over $£3,000,000 in bars was available. In addi-
tion to the consignments to Paris, a large ship-
ment was made to Argentina, and about $3,000,-
000 to Cuba estabilshed a new record since this
movement began on October 27, as compared
with any similar period in the nation’s history.
The three principal Eurcpean banks made re-
markably good reports, as might be expected
after the large quantity of gold received from
America, yet after it was too late to ship on
Thursday’s steamer rates of exchange again
shifted to a point that made exports of gold
profitable, and applications were made for the
remaining supply of available bars. Notwith-
standing this continued drain upon the gold sup-
ply and the gradual reduction in surplus re-
serves of the associated banks, money remains
abundant and easy.

Business still has adverse weather with which
to contend, reports from almost every section of
the country indicating that the winter Is un-
usually severe. All kinds of transportation are
delayed, while the destruction of telegraph wires
restricts business. It is possible that much of
this trade will be made up subsequently, and, of
course, where sales are merely postponed, the
ultimate result will be satisfactory. Yet it is
probable that a good deal of business has been
lost, particularly in perishable freight and other
merchandise required for immediate consump-
tion. To some extent the loss is neutralized In
the aggregate by extra dealings in winter goods,
but these benafits do not come to the same indi-
viduals that have suffered loss. Although bank
exchanges are largely swelled by activity in
Wall Street, after making a proper allowance
for this factor, there still appears a material in-
crease over the corresponding perfod last year,
and the other measures of trade, such as rail-
way earnings and insolvencies, indicate that
business is making steady progress. Notwith-
standing more or less interruption from labor
difficulties, the outlook is encouraging for an ac-
tive spring season in the building trades, many
cities reporting that mere permits are being
issued than at this time last year.

In the face of an official report that 17,767,-
600 bales of cotton had been ginned up to Jan-
uary 16, against 9,485,537 bales last year, the
price of middling uplands advanced steadily to
7.90, or about £5 a bale since the upward move-
ment began. As 824 ginnerfes refused to make
returns, it is evident that thkis crop may reach

3,500,000 bales, which Is about two million more
than conservative estimates of the year's re-
quirements. In view of these definite figures, it
is difficult to understand how even the most ag-
gressive speculation can maintain prices in the
vicinity of eight cents a pqund. The only dis-
tinct advantage to b2 gained by holding back
the crop will come through the inability to make
deliveries against short contracts, but there is no
reason to believe that any heavy short account
exists. Chiefly because of the high position of
prices the wheat market is unsettled and inac-
tive. Exports are very small—in fact, the outgo
is almost entirely limited to flour—and the re-
duced movement at the Northwest {s probably
largely due to the weather. Speculative fluctua-
tions of both wheat and corn are chiefly in re-
sponse to conditions abroad, as the domestic
situation has become pretty well defined.

Although thero is comparatively little idle ma-
chinery in the leading manufacturing industries,
more or less conservatism is shown by pur-
chasers for future delivery, particularly in tex-
tiles and footwear. Returns are most satis-
factory from the woollen mills, which have
withdrawn many lines, owing to their oversold
condition, and apparently the remarkable
strength of the raw material has not made this
industry unprofitable. In cotton fabrics, how-
ever, the erratic movement of the raw material
has seriously retarded the placing of contracts,
and although prices now average slightly lower
the disposition of buyers is to wait for still bet-
ter terms. Increased business in leather has
tended to maintain prices, and footwear fac-
tories insist on recently established list prices,
which results in the postponement of orders for
next fall and winter. At present the shoe shops
are busy on spring shipments, and there is no
disposition to offer buyers any better terms.
The best news of the week comes from the iron
and steel industry, pig iron production having
steadily increased, until all preceding records
are far surpassed, yet consumption has evi-
dently kept pace, for there is no evidence of ac-
cumulated stocks.

The omission of & “not” by an error of the
type in an article on irremovable civil servanis
yesterday caused The Tribune to say: “The
“ideal of the merit system is tenure dependent
“on actual fitness—tenure practically terminable
“only on conviction of erime.” What we meant
to say, as we hope our readers inferped from
the context, was: “The ideal of the me=it sys-
“tem is tenure dependent on actual fitness—not
“tenure practically terminable only on convic-
“tion of crime.”

S —

The Board of Estimate and Apport t

lice force, although there has been no strenuous
effort so to arrange the details that the wearers
of the uniform shall be used to the best ad-
vantage. IMany patrolmen are protected by
powerful leaders in Tammany Hall, and are
continued in comfortable places in which they
have little to do. The police force will never
be a eredit to New-York until its members are
convinced that they have lost the power prac-
tically to arrange a great sumber of patrois in
the way that suits them best.
TS M
There is no reason now why the inauguration
on March 4 should not be a joyous occasion—

Governor Vardaman has refused to attend.
——————

“See Paris and die” is a saying that needs re-
vision. It appears that it is very costly to die
in Parls, owing to the high price of official red
tape of various kinds, and hence the American
Consul General in Paris has sent the following
advice to his fellow countrymen: “Whatever else

you attempt in Parls, never try to die here.”
s

The Hon. George Washington Plunkitt sees
anarchy ahead unless we go back to “bosses™
and the spoils system. The ex-Senator talks like
a man who isn't thoroughly enjoying life “out-

side the breastworks.”
—_—

The organization of a commission for Judi-
clally condemning lands needed for the Panama
Canal marks the beginning of a rational era
fn that undertzking. In the old days tho» Co-
lombian authorities gave some fearful and
wonderful awards when Frenchmen wanted
land for canal purposes. Any bit of swamp or
hill that lay in the path of the canal was bet-
ter than a gold mine to its happy possessor.
Now there is a prospect of fair dealing, with
no “graft.”

PERSONAL.

—

The eight ambassadors of the German Empire in
Madrid, Rome, Washington, Constantinople, Paris,
London, St. Petersburg and Vienna are all :—;

t obility. Their emoluments are
P:“:hgt ﬂrh:t “threo yemau mentioned, $30,000 in the
next three and $37,500 in the last two.

One of the most remarkable instances of heredi-
tary office among solicitors is that of the acting
Under Sheriff for the City of London. Tufnell
Burchell sits- in his Sheriff's court in Red Lion
Square, on the bench that his father, grandfather
and great-grandfather successively occupled.

The French Academy of Medicine has j“‘.'_ e!:ocud
to its membership, in the P of Pr
Poirier, ona of the youngest hn:m ever m:l‘m:o;
within its ranks, as his career has been one
most brilliantly rapid his contem

among
The professor's qualification dates only from 1383,

taught anatomy at the prac-
and since 1887 he has et

tising school of rhe Paris faculty. e is
geon‘of the Tenon Hospital. He is the author of
many treatises on osteology, the muscles, cancerous

affections and other surgical subjects.

Professor F. G. Peabody, of Harvard, is presiding
at the meetings of the Religious Educational As-
soclation Convention, now being held in Boston.

The Dutch are forming committees throughout
the South African colonies for the purpose of pre-
senting Mr. Steyn with a national testimonial on
his arrival on February 15.

C. A. Orr, the American consul at Barranquilla,
Colombia, reports to the government that Ameri-
can money is now the basis for nearly all trans-
actions in Colombia.

About $00 has been pledged on a $10,000 status of
John G. Whittier, to be erected by the Whittier
Home Association. The soclety held stu\nual

eetd ecently in Amesbury, Mass., an deter-
:Inmﬁor secure the money as soon as possible.
The plan is to erect the statue in a public park.

A memorial to the late Semator Hoar has been
suggested by the State House Committee of the
). tts Legislature. The details have not
;«&:sgs: u::;d: pubﬂc, but it is thought that a large
and suitable monument will be erect

General Greely, chief signal officer, U. S. A, will
convert the Omaha (Neb.) barracks into & signal
corps post, where experiments will be made with
airships and dirigible balloons.

Emperor Willlam some days ago asked King Ed-
ward to send a delegate from the Church of Eng-
land to attend the consecration of the new Lu-

atheral in Berlin, on February 7. King
g‘dearx‘-d%as inquired if the Bishop of Rr.{pon would
be acceptable, and that prelate, who visited this
city last summer, will undoubtedly be chosen,

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

The Brahmins' clocks divide the day Into sixty
hours of twenty-four minutes each, called ghurees,
according to *““The Indlanapolis News." Occasion-
ally a twenty-four-minute sandglass is used, but
more commonly a copper bowl with a very small
hole in the bottom of it, this bowl being placed on
the surface of the water and gradually filled. If
the hole In the bottom is correctly sized, the bowl
sinks in twenty-four minutes; this registers the
duration of the ghuree. An attendant thereupon
empties the basin and strikes the hour of the day
or night on the gong.

LINCOLN.

A voung backwoodsman, tall and strong of limb,
We find him in the wilds of Illinois,
So brave, so faithful, oft men said of him,
“A man while yet a boy.”
A man, indeed, while moving upward still,
They gazed at his advance with wondering eyes,
And saw his lofty aims, his steadfast will,
With glad surprise.
He reached the summit in a cruclal hour,
When clouds and darkness hung above the land,
And proved himself to all a man of power,
Who could command.
He loved his country, not some special part
More dear than others, but the glorious whole.
He gave to save the Union all his heart,
His brain, his soul. °
In one brief respite from the awful strain,
The foul assassin's bullet—then the end.
And all ;he wide world mourned, and mourned in
vain,
The nation's friend.
But was it all in vain, when proudly waves
The l‘:‘ag .!'e loved—full starred—from shore to
shore?
When North and South clasp hands o'er heroes’
graves,
Would he ask more?
—(Mary Isabella Forsyth, in The Christian In-
telligencer.

For the first time since 1762 the annual meeting
of the Soclety of Friends, the Quakers, will be
held, this vear, outside of London. The “allure-
ments of London™ have, it appears, proved too
much for the degenerate delegates of the present
day. “Why,” sald a Quaker of high standing,
“Friends, members of old Quaker familles, have
been known to drive up to the meeting house in
motor cars!”

HER DILEMMA.

Mrs. Nubride (excitedly)—O
olg(a tﬁ)egr&m tﬁr me. qinck'h' TR S sad
r. Nubride—My dearest, what has h >
Mrs. Nubride—Why, I'm taking a correas%%enndeg{c.
’coursf- in cooking and the cake I made is running
all over the oven. I want to telegraph them quick
to find out what to do.—(Brooklyn ﬁl{e.

The Hon. Jehiah Nebuchadnezzar Foote, formerly
of Knobnoster, now of Protem. Mo., writes to “The
St. Louls Republic” authorizing the public to call
him “Jim." Mr. Foote has been known until re-
cently as J. N., modestly keeping to himself what
those initials stood for. He writes: “Upon con-
sulting the various newspapers of this State, 1
find that much uns=emly levity bas been crea.led
by the publication of my full name. Numerous ed-
itors, never before suspected of seeing the point
of anything else, have apparently gone a long way
out of their way to attach a false and dls:ngroe-
able significance to my name or names, in some
cases making comments quite painful to one who
has never come before the public with any other
but the most serlous purpose and earnest destre
to bestow such humble benefits as he could, and
certainly not for the amusement of foolish or
vicious persons.”

“What's the matter?' asked th .

lh.?lu{xht‘i,\lr'\ur un;ln hgd left yq(m 81\;.0{‘ ?t"'m'"' s
e did," repMed the pessimist, “but,

ltf ‘l:e pr«l-)\'h?es in his will that I've got 'oco“r::ogxg

'}‘{«rul((l'.’ uy him a tombstone.” —(Chicago Record-

A remarkable Alpine mountaineering feat has
been performed on Mont Blanc—this time on skees,
A party of four men, among whom was an ln.ush-
man named Dr. Fontaine, accompanied by the two
Chamounix guldes, Jean and Joseph Ravenel, have
traversed the whole chain of Mont Blane on skees.
They started from St. Gervals and descended at
Courmayeur. Here they took a day's rest, and then

skeed back to Chamounix, doing the journey
in ten h Ne-—

had a busy meeting last Friday, and uuthorlze:;
appropriations amounting to several miilions of
dollars, Tammany influence in city grants may
speedily result in addinz four hundred to the po-

Most Unfortunate.—Moth
,‘::.’{, "]:f: to b‘uah;lor ull;:.i:. (:nh&u‘t.“ood“w
pile in Austra N
never seen uncle before. Ol)b- IMO" C::vlh.
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LONDON NOTES.

Retirement of a Social Inspector—
The Modern Strand.

London, February 1,

The retirement of Sir Francis Jeune from the
presidency of the Divorce, Probate and Aa.
miralty Division has been followed by well de-
served tributes from bench, bar and press. For
nearly fifteent years he has been the chisf sani.
tary insnector of the social life of England.
With an open sewer, as he was in the habit of
saying. In front of his court windows, yet he hag
not lost his faith in the purity of home life nop
in the essential soundness and sweetness of hy-
man nature. The Divorce act was strenuously
opposed in 1857 by the Episcopal bench, Mr.
Gladstone and High Church men, and it would
hardly have been passed if a genial and some-
what cynical man of the world, Lord Pal-
merston, had not been Prime Minister. With
the abolition of the jurisdiction of ecclesiastical
courts, a civil court was established for matrie
monial and divoree causes, and this was eventy-
ally enlarged by probate practice !nto the judi
clal division of Somerset House. As the son of
a bishop, Sir Francis Jeune might have been ex-
pected to share the ecclesiastical prejudice
against a divorce code which could not be justi.
fled by cither the Old or the New Testament;
but he was a lawyer rather than a theologian,
and did not consider it his duty to go behind an
act of Parliament. What he succeeded In bring-
ing about during his long term on the bench was
a cautious and conservative administration of a
drastic divorce lJaw. His conscience was always
in his work, and, while he was forced to inter-
vene constantly between man and wife and tg
witness the wrecking of domestic happiness, he
took pride in being a defender of the English
home. Without having a genius for law like the
late Lord Chief Justice, he had knowledge of
the world, clear, commen sense and a gzood
heart; and these qualities, combined with dig-
nity and coanservatism, enabled him to aveid
laxity of administration when the law of mapr
riage and divorce was slack and relaxed. Hav.
ing a chivalrous nature, his sympathles were al.
ways enlisted on the side of woman; and this
was as it ought to have been, for the English
law of divorce bears heavily against her, and In
the administration of it she is entitled to speeial
favor.

Sir Francis Jeune has kept an open house for
foreigners, especially Americans, and his friend-
ship could be subjected safaly to extreme tests
I recall with pleasure one of these trials of
temper. It was on the night when London had
been startled and angered by President Cleve-
land's Venezuela message—the “bolt out of the
blue,” as it was described at the time. Sip
Francis Jeune presided that evening at a charlty
dinner, with Mr. Bayard, the American Min.
ister, at his right, and with “Kin Across the
Sea™ as the chief toast. The diners were in bad
temper, and there was hot and angry talk at
every table about “the Venezuela outrage™ and
“Yankee Insolence.”” Nobody envied the chaire
man the duty of opening the toast list and
securing a friendly reception for the American
Minister, but Sir Francis Jeune faced the emer-
gency with facile good nature and unruffled tact.
He paid a just and generous tribute to Amer-
ica at a moment when strong and even abusive
language would have been welcomed by thes
audience and have been taken up the next night
at the musiec halls; and when Mr. Comyns Carr,
with equal self-possession, had made a most elo-
quent and magnanimous speech, good feeling
was restored and the American Minister was re-
ceived with hearty cheers. Perhaps Sir Francis
Jeune regarded the temporary estrangement be-
tween England and America as a minor episods,
like the domestio bickering to which he was ac-
customed in his court, and faith was not lack-
ing In the true Instincts and noble graces of
Anglo-Saxon character. Whatever may have
been passing in his mind, he sald the right word
at & moment of storm and stress, and was a
brave witness for the gospel of sweetness and
light. The memeories of that evening are worth
the peerage which has come to him upon his re-
tirement from protracted service on the bench,
and his many American friends will heartily
congratulate him and Lady Jeune upon his well
earned leisure and promotion in rank.

Mr. Pennell's brilliant etchings of New-York
“sky scrapers™ at the Internmational Exhibition
have not convinced London artists that high
buildings can be picturesque. They have united
in a protest against the London County Coun~
cil's plans for reconstructing the north side of
the Strand between the east and west ends of
Aldwych—the semi-circular approaches to the
new roadway to Holburn. They do not object
to the new Galety Theatre, which is a weil de-
signed and highly ornamental structure, but
they condemn the adjacent structure, with eight
tiers of windows and.dormers, as monstrous aad
overpowering, and apprehend that it is to be
surrounded above and below by “sky scrapers’
of the American type, that a bad perspective
effect will be produced, and the really beautiful
structures at the bottom of the Strand over-
borne and ruined. These picturesque ornaments
are Somerset House, with a stately eighteenth
century facade, and the two toy churches, St
Mary le Strand and St. Clement Danes, with
Wren towers designed by Gibb about sixty
years before the Inland revenue palace, with its
3,600 windows, was constructed. The portico
and tower of the smaller church will hold the
eye from Trafalgar Square without reference to
the frontage line on the north, and it !s doubt-
ful if the perspective of Somerset House will bs
seriously impalred by bulldings of eight or nins
stories opposite; and as for Dr. Johnson's old
church, it fits in with the environment of tha
New Law Courts, and needs slight protection
against the vagaries of fantastic architecture
The improvements committee of the Londen
County Council does not consider {tself under
obligation to respect “the whims of a few
faddists.” It is arranging for the construction
of a series of buildings of moderate height which
will help to make the costly Strand !mprove-
ments remunerative, and it is more anxious to
have the support of rate payers than the patron=
age of the masters of Burlington House.

The Strand has passed through so many
transformations in the past that it s hardly
worth while to lament the progress of the mod-
ernizing spirit In the course of the storied mile.
Originally it must have been a bridle path.
winding among marshes, and then it was &
riverside road from mediseval London to the
village of Charing Cross and to the King's
JHouse at Westminster. Its period of splendor
came under the Plantagenets and in Tuder
times, when it was a street of baronial palaces,

reminiscences of the glory of this medisval Bel-
gravia. The Strand of the Victorian reign wes
an unpicturesque street of dingy shops and old
fashioned theatres, with thiee examples of
eighteenth century at the bottom, but
an air of distinction or pride.

which have recently been made
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