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ATTOCRACY IN CONTROL

SIGNS OF STRIKE'S END.

Russian Factories Reopen—Minis-
terial Schemes of Reform.

st. Potersburg, Feb. 18.—The strike situation,
gccording to reports from the interior, is every-
where improving, even in Poland. Here all dan-
ger of a renewal of an acute stage seems to
agve passed.  All the mills, with the exception
af the Putiloff Iron Works and two others, have
resumed operations.

The imperial ukase summoning a joint com-
pission of masters and workmen, chosen by
(hemselves, to investigate the causes of discon-
ten: among the laborers was posted at all the
works to-day and made a favorable impression.

The government has increasxed wages at all
the government shops and also the pay of the
railroad employes by 15 to 20 per cent. In ad-
gition. the Minister of Finance has taken a bold
step in recommending to the Committee of Min-
jeters the formation of labor assoclations for
protecting the interests of the workmen.

Meetings cof the Commitiee of Ministers were
neld Saturday and to-dary. One of the most Im-
portant of the decisions reached was that su-
pervision of industria] life should remain within
the rrovince of ithe Ministry of Finance. The
committee decided to instruct the Finance Min-
ister to frame a scheme for the improvement of
the iot of workmen, the solution of outstanding

guestions, including the endeavor to decrease
+he working hours; the alteration of laws affect-
ng ecopomic strikes not accompanied by public
disturba medical assistance for workmen
znd the limitation of the rights and duties of

s The committee decided to
submit the above questions to the special com-
missian under the presidency of the Minister of
Finance, which will take testimony of both mas-
gters and men

ctory inspectors.

Warsaw, Feb. 13.—There was a partial re-
sumption of work this morning at some of the
sma'ler factories

The 21s report that 600 persons were ar-
rested in connection with the strikes. of whom
387 have been released.

Advices {rom Lodz say that a number of men
resumed work this morning, but after a couple
ther agein walked out. The town is

O

It is semi-officially announced that as a re-
uit of the listurbances at Lodz 144 bodies have
reen buricd. while 200 wounded persons are still
in the hospitals.

PEOPLE NOT APPEASED.

Wild Scenes in Hall of Assembly of
Nobles at Moscoz.

Feb, 14.—The “Standard’'s” Moscow
ndent reports that remarkable demon-
stirations occurred Saturday night at the an-
nual of the Engineering Institutes, held in
the hall where the Assembly of Nobles sits.
r the customary concert, instead of dancing,
whoie gathering drowned the orchestra by
rging the “Marseillaise.”” Then students arose
in quick succession and made revolutionary ha-
rangues, which were enthusiastically applauded.
Proclamations were distributed broadcast amid
cries of “Stop the war!” and “Down with the
autoeracy?’

The scenes continued unchecked and incress-
in intensity for two hours. The polie
termed a cordon around the hall, but were pow-
efless to interfere, as the Nobles” Assembly ha.l
nossesses an ancient privilege against arrest.

The proclamations, which were admirably
printed, declared that the war of the working

classes j& not against Japan, but against Rus-

sia's worst foe, namely, the Emperor's govern-

ment

NORTH SEA CASE CLOSED.
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British and Russian Governments
Maintain Former Contentions.
=, Feb. 13.—~The Internationzl Commission

ch is inquiring into the North Sea incldent to-
heard the conclusions of the British and Rus-
s upon the testimony presented. The
as z2ttended by many memBers of the dip-
ztic corps, including Ambaseador Porter and
severa]l members of the Japanese legation. Many
oflicers were alsg present. Jt was expected
itwo agents would reach an agreement
2 imber of peints involved, but the plead-
showed that on the main issues they wers
reconciled.
he Russian agent, M. Neklledoff, pointed out
thzt the British statement refefred to the commis-
girn as a ceurt. whereas the two governments had
expressiy agreed that it was a commission of iu-
but not a ccourt. Thereupoa the British
, Mr. C’'Beirne, withdrew the use of the word
The incident wes taken to indicate the re-
nature of the commission’s ingquiry.
i r of facts i= under the fol.

n

girire

oa

ret—7That no torpeds boats or terpedo boat de-
were in the vicinity of Dogger Bank, as
- the declarations of the fizhermen and
official statements of various governments
5 rpedo boats belonging 192 their flects were
~hborhood, and that, therefore, the Rus-
" a mistake largely ©s the result of ap-
that an attack was about to be made
Nzt fire was opened without sufficient
i was continued for an unreasonabls
ihe mistake had been detected.
at no effort was imade to succor the
<‘’zg snips or wounded. _
Pourih—That not the slightest frregularity was

. the conduct of the innocent fishing feet.

The imperizl Russian government, therefore,

Mmaimaing t the fire of the Russian squadron
Was ordered and executed in the legitimate accom-
plishment of tLe military duties of the commander

“ the squudron. Consequently, no responsibillly
*hatever is chargeable mgaipst Vice Admiral Ro-
“lvensky or unv of the officers of the squadron.
4t imperial government sincerely depiores that
incident resuited in innocent victims, and,
=, the admiral's responsibility being elimi-
the Russian government expresses its read-
10 ma sterial reparation by indemnifying
ctims, deferring the amount and
> indemnities to the Permanent Tri-
tration at The Ilague.

K
aeent
of th
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ion until a decision is reached, when
fer will call a meeting for the pub-

The admirals will hold daily
It iz expected that some days
a conclusion is reached.

ment,

Ve eessions,

1 elapse before
T

LANSDOWNE'S HINT OF WAR.

Incident of the Streined Relations at Time
of Dogger Bank Affair.

bv..u;r.:, Feb. 1Z.—The diplomatic correspondence
:.“f- réing the North S-a fncident and leading up to
* apjoizupent of the Paris International Com-
Wission w

= a5 issued to-night. It gives a significant
MVersation between Lord Lansdowne and Count
’;"":’"R"f.dm'ﬂ. the Russian Ambassador, when the
m: sk, Foverument was apprehensive that Vice-Ad-
ovocl Rj,)a-su-rn:-ky would continue on his voyage
l“:alh'. <ur East without calling at Vigoe. Lord
" “downe teld Count Benckendorff that “in that
#¢ we might find ourselves at war before the

:'f:’- Is over,” and pointed out the news of the
popiration’ of British feets st Gibraltar and

DANISH WEST INDIES’ GOVERNOR.
Copcrtiagen, Feb. 15.—Captain Christian Cold was
"".‘:7 appuinteé Governor General of the Danish
: Indies. It is understood that the change was
by a disagieement betwren the high civil
3 and the present Govermor General.

SERMAN MISSION IN ABYSSINIA.

AbcLa, Feb. 13—-The German diplomatic

[ yards.

and was escorted by Abyssinian troo
Ps to the
Palace, where King Menellk received Dr. Reosen
Idn.’:udlau. The mission will remain here twenty
S, 'Y ox‘mu ‘tga negotiate a commerelal
treaty 'lthm byssi perhaps establish a

JAPANESE GUNS REOPEN,

Lone Tree Hill Shelled—Railway
Line Cut—Kaulbars’s Command.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 13.—A dispatch from Gen-
eral Kuropatkin, made public to-day, says:

Early in the morning of Februa: 2, 300
Japanese cavalry attacked a bridge :yeax:-l‘-l"‘eng—
Tse-Kong and damaged thirty vards of the rail-

road. Train service wa
e § resumed after some

The Japanese bombard
Sekheyan with siege gun:e';nlg‘girzgg' ‘1{11." (a).:g
officer was killed and several were wounded.

According to corrected returns the Japanese
gimnen captured from January 25 to January

number 343, of whom 221 were unwounded.

The War Office has no confirmation of a report
from Moukden to-day saying that the Japanese
are preparing to rectire from their positions on
the Shakhe River. On the contray, General
Kuropatkin's official dispatch says the Japanese
continue to bombard Putiloff Hill

The wrecking of a railroad bridge bhetween
Moukden and Harbin is considered to be the
work of a daring raiding party, which crossed
from Chinese territory,

The mystery surrounding the causes of Gene-
eral Gripenberg's sudden departure from the
front has not peen cleared up, and is continuing
to be the subjact of much irresponsible gossip.
General Kaulbass has been shifted to the com-
mand of the second army, and it is thought
Lieutenant General Bilderling will take over
the command of the third army.

News brought direct from the front by a for-
eign attaché is to the effect that the Russian
army is in fine condition and numbers almost
400,000 men. The attaché le(t the front before
the recent actior. of the right flank, hut he says
the movemert had already been projected, thus
putting aside thsa theory that It was undertaken
by orders from St. Petersburg.

Tokio. Feb., 13.—The Russians continued to
bombard portions of Field Marshal Oyama's cen-
tre and righ:t on Saturday, February 11. The
Russlans continue th> construction of defensive
works on their right, to the southwest of Men-
tapan, where they arz erecting an epaulment
for a battery of twenty-four guuns.

The Japaness2 recently surrounded a Russian
cavalry detachmert near Hsien-Chang, Kkilling
three men and wounding eleven.

CAMPAIGN TIME NEAR.

Snows Melting in Manchuria—Jap-

anese in Good Condition.

General Kuroki's Headquarters, Feb. 13.—The
Japanese artillery, which has seldom replied to
the Russian bombardment during the last three
months, has become more active, and artillery
dueis along some portions of the front occur al-
most daily. .

The exceedingly cold weather of the last fort-
night has bheen followed by mild and sunny
nweather, and the snow is melting rapidly. Alto-
gether, the winter has been much less severe
than expected.

The Japanese have endured the cold as well as
the Russians. While there has been much suf-
fering on the outposts, where it was impossible
to keep fires, and much suffering during the
fighting, sickness among the troops has steadily
decreased, and there is probably less sickness
than any other large army in the field has ever
experienced at any season.

HOLLAND ENFORCES NEUTRALITY.

Twa Colliers Taken to Batavia—Their Car-
goes To Be Sold.

Amsterdam, Feh., 13.—A telegram from Ba-
tavia says that on the arrival at Lampong Bay,
Sumatra, of the colliers Bulgzaria and Sandyford,
chartered by the Hamburg-American company,
the Netherlands government authoritics. in con-
formity with the neutrality regulations, ordered
the vessels to be brought to Batavia. An agent
of the Hamburg-American company who ar-
rived there yesterday consented that the car-
goes of coal should be unloaded and sold.

A BRITISH COLLIER RELEASED.
Tokio, Feb. 14.—The British steamer Eastry,
which was captured off Yezo on February 7, has
been released, it having developed that her
seizure was & mistake. She was carrving a
cargo of coal from Yezo to Singapore.

GERMAN SETTLERS ASK INDEMNITY.

Under King Oscar's Award.

Berlin, Feb. 13.—The German settlers in Samoa
have sent a petition to the Relchstag asking that
action be taken toward obtaining for them pay-
ment of an indemnity from the United States and
Great Britain under the arbitration award of King
Oscar of Sweden and Nocway, on October 14, 1902,

This award, it is affirmed, still remajns unsettied,
the residents in the mean while being unable to re-
tuild their houses or develop their plantations.

By previous arrangement among the principals
there was'published simultaneously in Washington,
London and Berlin on November 17, 1%2, the text
of the decision rendered by Kirg O: The case
had its origin in claims Lv German a. 4 British sub-
Jjectse and American citizens for compensation on
account of losses alleged to have been suffered in
consequence of ‘“‘unwarranted military action on
the part of German, British or American officers in
Samoa between January 1, 1889 and May 12 follow-
Ing.” 'The question really at issue was whether or
not the British and United States governments
should b: considered responsible for the losses,
The decision concluded as follows:

That the military action in question, viz

bringing back of the Malletoans and ths dis
tion to them of arms and ammunition, the

1w

bom-
bardment, the military operations on shore and the
stoppege of the streci traffic cannot be considered

as having been warranted.

And that therefore his Britannic majesty’'s gov-
ernment and the United States governiment uare re-
sponsible under the conventicn of November 7T,
189, for losses caused by said military action.

The decislon further said that the question of the
extent to which the two governments, or each of
them, might be considered responsible for such
losses, was reserved.

“TRAMP OR GO TO BED.”

Only Way Soldiers’ Home Inmates
Keep Warm—Coal Famine in Town.

Marshalltown, Iowa, Feb. 13.—With ther-
mometers showing neariy 30 degrees helow
zero, Marshalltown is facing a coal famine, ow-
ing to a snow blockade, which to-day gives no
prospect of abatement. Two large factories
closed to-day for want of coal.

The city is assured of sufficient coal to oper-
ate the municipal pumping station until
Wednesday, but all street lighting is suspended
untfl the sitpation improves,

Al the Iowa Soldiers’ Home, where there are
eight hundred inmates, heat in the main build-
ing was diminished to-day to help out the hos-
pital bufldings, where it is more needed. The
commandant gave orders to the veterans to go
to bed or to walk in order to keep warm. Many
poor people are taking coal from the railroad

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE ILL.
Manitou, Col. Feb. 13.—Willlam Allen White,
wdijtor, of “The Emporia (Kan.) Gazette,” is serlous-

1y i1l of erveipelas,

Reichstag Requested to Hasten Paymenta

REVOLUTION PREDICTED.

Autocracy Must Fall in Two Years,
Says Leading Liberal.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 13.—In order to afford the
American people a clearer insight into the opin-
ions held by prominent Russians regarding the
struggle now raging in the empire against the
principle of absolutism, The Associated Press
has asked a number of well known Russian writ-
ers to express their views. In the following
statement M. Demchinsky, a prominent Liberal,
who is a contributor to the “Russ,” expresses
the opinion that autocracy will fight inch by
inch, but that the existing order of things will
be completely swept away by revolution within
two years. He says:

The Russia of to-day stands out in strung reMef
against the background of her history. en a
cursory glance at the past of the Russlan state
will show a condition so foreign to the Western
mind as to render it easy to understand that future
developmenis also are lkely to be along unfamiliar
lines. The future of Russia will not follow prece-
dents. The must essential difference between cou-
temporaneous Russian life and that of West Euro-
Pean countries is the complete absence of classes
in the sense of historically organized groups, pos-
sessing special privileges and eternally warring for
their preservation, as has been the .case every-
where elee in Eurcpe. Thw classes in Russia, of
whick one hears so much abroad, old as they were,
differing as they did in respcct to rights and privi-
leges, were almost completely levelled by the liber-
ation of the peasants in 1861 and the establishment
of land (zemsky) institutions. Now the interests of
all are combined in the zemstvo, and the highest
class, the nobility, working side by side with the
others, has taken upon itself an entire series of
obligations, relating both to persons and to prop-
erty, toward all the other classes, often subversive
of ‘t= own special inilerests

This exceptional position of the classes in Russia
has a most immportant bearing upoen the historical
course of events, which have already begun to
culminate. Any excitement among tl’le so-called
third class always gave rise in Kurope, especiaily
in those times when a new legal .system was
adopted, to a reaction of the higher l?lames. the
nobility and clergy. In Russia, however, where
the quarrel is with absolutism, which dominates

all, the higher class not only joins the other
classes In the expression of its discontent, but
plac itself at the head of the anti-government

movement, indicating, with the aid of the press.
memorials. ete., the changes which are demanded
in the administration of the state. This uunity
of all classes is comprehensible, because all suffer in
different degrees the deprivation of rights, both
property and personal. In Russia, with the pres-
ent burecaucratic police rezime, literally no one ex-
cept the very highest in the bureaucracy has any
guarantee of the morrow. Practically, therefore,
there is a conflict of all Russia with a small party
of the “highest.*

. Usurpation of personal rights began long ago, and
it continued its process of absorption, yielding back
something cceasionally, until Plehve came. He was
the apotheosis of the idea of no rights for the en-
tire population. Plehve had none of the talents of
true statesmanship, but with the energy of a fa-
natic he devoted {:!msﬂf to the erection of a sys-
tem of State founded solely upon force and arbi-
trariness. He became the true historical sue-
cessor of Maliuta Skuratoff. To him and to him
alone Russiz is indebted for the approach of the
downfall of its unlawful existence. The Russian
nature is usuallv slow, but the liberation of pent-
up passion has compressed in a few months what
might have taken twenty years. Since the as-
sassination of Plehve only half a yvear has elapsed,
and in that short spuce of time Russia has already
drawn near to the threshold of revolution, having
ulrl;’ui‘,' trodden the thorny road of preliminary
conflict.

This is the threshold, but revolution itself has
not begun; those who think so are much mistaken.
For actual revolution we lack the most important
things—organization and experience. The latter is
especially difficuit to acquire. We must have ten
or tweniy vears of such scenes as have recently
taken place to teach ur how to lead an_ attack
properly. The masses must be educated. January
22 taught much, for with it began that hatred of
the people toward the military without which the
future victory of the peaceful citizen is inconceiv-
able. We have already heard the cries of the
crowd, not scattered cries, but unanimous, ad-
dressed to the officers: “Hangman!" *“Oprichnlks!"
(the name of the bodyguard of Ivan the Terrible,
which has become synonymous with *“‘murderers’ ;
When tnat same cry coming from the soul shall
resound like a colossal chorus throughout Russia,
then we shall be able to say that we have crossed
the threshold of a revolution.

Every affray shows the increased necessity of
organization, and during the pause that organiza-
tion will proceed until the next conflict comes, pre-
cipitated by some act of the government, whose
habitual! blindness is always a provocative. The
volcano always subsides for a time

Especial perspicacity i$ not necessary to presage
our near future. For the time being everything Is
going along as if by & preconcerted programme. It
i like a well stanged revolutionary drama. The
action moves naturally. In the first act the people
come unarmea to ask for their rights. They are
met with bullets and sabres. No expert theatrical
manager could have managed it better. The cur-
tain is down agzain. It is the entr'acté. The strik-
e exhausted by hunger, return to their accus-
tomed dutie but the government, feeling the
strength of its superiority, beginz wholesale arrests
and appoints generally an incapable dictatcr, who
does no: flinch, even before the gallows.

A bloody vengeance begins. It s not the work of
the masses, but of individuals. Before the bomb,
secret, terrible, coming without warning, reaction
weakens, as if acknowledging in the bomb an en-
emy which it cannot conquer by its “Oprichniks,”
Then, with the first weakening of the reaction
comes a fresh movera of the masses, this time,
however, not hunbly s wleating, but boldly—not
with pravers, but with demands, If the government

mechanism_the ecrowd of bureaucratics, is still
Strong enoug to oppose resistance, again comes
. reaction. Then again the bombs. Again

The story may be repeated several

times before the end, but finally there comes a

general movement, this time shattering everything.
Judginz by present conditions, there would be
insufhiciert strength for a second reaction,

wiil be the usual concessions and a stubborn con-

the storm will eclear our volitieal horizon. As yet
the adversaries have hrought too few sacrifices to
the altar, umanity has never vet purchased hap-
piness cheaply.

HOCH IDENTIFIED AS HOLMES'S AID,

tery His Weapon.
eb.

Chicago, Fe 13.—George Slyter, a carpenter, de-
clared positively to-day that Hoch was the janitor

of the so-called ‘‘castle” of H. H. Holmes, who
committed many murders in this city. Slyter sai
he paid rent to Hoch as janitor in 1892. Hoch de-

nies Slyte's state nts. Police Inspector Ship-
peyv expresses the opinion that Hoch did not come
to this country untii 1895. and could not have been
employved by Holmes here in 1892,

Hoch made a statemen! to-day that his matri-
moniai ventures were not love affairs. He said:

1 want to correct one impression of me given
the public. Al are led to believe that 1T am a reg-
ular Romeo. 1 am not. I did not love any of my
wives. 1 have no use for women. Tt was purely
a business proposition with me. When I found
they had money, then 1 went after that. When I
got 1t I left them. They had no charms for me. I
adveriised for women over foriy-five. I found they
were easler to separate from their money. Flattery
was mg chief stock in trade. You can win a woman
quicker that way than any other.

BALKAN CONFERENCE AT LONDON.

Resolutica Adopted to Place Macedonia
Under Control of Powers.

Feh, 13.—A conference on the Balkan
situation took place to-day at the Westminster
Palace Hotel. Lord Stanmore presided. Among
those present were the Bishop of Hereford, James
Bryce, Herbert Gladstone, the Earl of Lytton and
many members of Parilament. A resolution was
passed urging the government to take immediate
steps 1o secure adequate reforms, asserting that a
continuance of misrule in Armenia and Macedonia
would be a disgrace to civilized Europe, affirming
the direct responsibility of Great Britain for the
establichment of reforms, and setting forth that
the only satisfactory solution of the situation
would be the appointment of a European Governor
of Macedonia at Adrianople,
Sultan of Turkey and responsible only to all the
powers of Eurgpe. Mr. Bryce said it was uselcss
1o ask the Turkish government to institute further
rerorms.

Landon,

e - et
GERMAN COAL STRIKE ENDED.
Essen, Feb. 13.—The coal strike is entireiy ended.
Full shifts went into the mines this morning.
N A O B

THE SITUATION IN HUNGARY.

Budapest, Feb, 13.—It is stated in Onposition cir-
cles herc that at the meeting of Francis Kossuth
and Emperor Francis Joseph in Vienna on Sunday
the demands of the Opposition for electoral reform
and the creation of a separate customs sysiem
were conceded by the Emperor, but that conces-
sions regard ng the army were refused. Heir Kos-

the audience at the forthcoming meeting of ihe
ndependence party.

l'l'hvx-‘ llum.:'arl'un Parliament probably will not be
able to meet on February 17 because it is not likely
that a new Cabinet will be formed by ihat date.
Jultus Just (Independent) probably will be elected
President of the lower house.

——

OBERLIN BANK MAY PAY 65 PER CENT.

Oberlin, Ohio, Feb. 13.—A 40 per cent dividend has
been declared for the depositors in the closed Citi-
zens' National Bank, by order of the Controiler of

the Currency. It is stated that another dividend of
probably 25 4 r cent will follow soon. The Citizens
nk was c{:;od as a result of lpans magde to Mrs.

Chadwick. t
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testing of each new step. Viewed in the light nf‘
history, the perind of bargaining, the period of
chaos, should continue about two years more. Then

|

independent of the |

suth is expected to make a statement concerging |

| preserve the falls.
There | s

STEALSMARCH ON ELSBERG

New Coroners’ Bill In and Advanced
to Third Reading.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.)

Albany, Feb. 13.—In the absence of Senator
Elsberg, who is leading the fight for the re-
passing of his bill of las: session, vetoed by
Mayor McClellan, abolishing the Board of Cor-
oners, Senator Cooper, of Brooklyn, to-night
slipped in a bill reducing their number but ma-
terially improving their position. The bill, which
is said to have come from the Kings County
Republican organization, not merely made its
2ppearance, but was advanced to third reading
by unanimous consent, another result of the ab-
sence of Sepator Elsberg. The Elsberg bill,
which was introduced some weeks ago, has only
just worked its way in the usual course to gen-
eral orders, while the Cooper bill thus outstrips
it at a single Bound. Senator Cooper further
indicated his antagonism tc the Elsberg measure
by announcing that when it came up he would
move to have it laid aside.

The Cooper bill reduces the number of coro-

ners in Manhattan from four to two, in Queens
and The Bronx from two to one, and leaves the
numbers unchanged in Kings and Richmond. It
provides that the corcners in all boroughs may
name deputies at salaries of $3,000 in Manhat-
tan, $2,500 in Brooklyn and $1,500 in the other
boroughs. It also fixes the salaries of the cor-
oners at an increased figure, respectively $8 000
in Manhattan, $7,000 in Brooklyn, $5,(¥ in The
Bronx and Queens and $4,000 in Richmond.

The introduction of this measure will provoke
bitter fight in the Senate, as the Tammany
members are bound to oppose the Elsberg bill.
vetoed by Mayor McClelian last vear, and may
place in jeopardy that measure. Meantime, Sen-
ator Cooper, by a clever manceuvre, has secured
the advantage of position for his measure.

ALBANY GAS SITUATION.

a

Hearing Thursday Will Determine
Fate of Legislative Measure.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.)

Albany, Feob. 13.—The fate of the proposed in-
vestigation by the legislature of the lighting prob-
lem in New-York City wi!l probably be determined
by the outcome of the hearing on Senator Fitz-
gerald's T0-cent gas bill before the Miscellaneous
Corporations Committes, on Thursday. The gitua-
tion appears to be about as follows:

The previous hearings on the resolutions of the
Merchants' Association and Public Ownership
League, calllng for an Investigation, were unsatis
factory for both sides, as respects furnishing in
formation {o determine the needs of an investiga
tlon. The facts that were desired were not put
before the commitiee, and the general feeling was
that the legislature should know more about the
subject before emibarking on an investigation cer-
tain to be expensive and possibly abortive.

For that reason the hearing on Thursday will
have special significance. The arguments presentad
by the corporations and the statistics of the cost
of production will furnish a basis at present lack-
ing for the study of the question. In the same way
the arguments of the various public bodies en-
gaged in arguing the question will be awaited with
no little expectation. In effect this hearing will be
the final trial of the case of the corporations and
the people, and a supplemental hearing to that
of two weeks ago. wegislative leaders are not
yet prepared o hazard a guess as to whether there
will be an investigatien or not. That no deeision
has been reached is certain. Senator Malby and
Assemblyvman Rogers, who were l:eerln% the legis-
lative proceedings in respect to this subject, have
had several conferences of late. but the whole
question has been left entirely in abeyance, await-
ing fresh evidence, 1f the corporations fall to
supply this evidence, the difficulties in the way of
the Investigation will be inaterlally lessened.

Senator Malby, in discussing the subject of legis-
lative action, sald to-night:

The various measures before different commit-
tees on this whole matter will be treated together.
None will be reported until all. Up to the present
time we have before us not even one =ide of the
guestion as to how much it costs to manufacture
gas, and that is what we expect to have on Thurs-
day. Nothing will be done until the evidence is in,
but we purpose having the evidence. Then, and
not tiil then, will the question of an investigation
be decided. The matter is open now. But if we
have to huve a legislative {nvestigation to find out
the cost of production of gas we will have it

TO SAVE NIAGARA FALLS.

Resolution to Ask President and
Congress to Take Action.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Albany, Feb. 13.—The question of the spoliation of
Niagara Falls by power companies came up in the
Assembly to-night, whan the Democratic leader,
Mr. Palmer, introduced a joint resolution me-
morializing the President and Congress to enter
into negotiations with the British government to
A similar resolution was passed
last year, but the point of Mr. Palmer’'s resclution
was contained in a reference to a bill now before
the Assembly and introduced by Assemblyman
Wade, which provides for taxing powe:r companies
using water from Niagara River. This reference
charged that this bill was designed to legalize the
taking of water, «nd was as follows:

Thera is a suggest’on now being considered look-
ing to the impasition of an annual State tax upon
the use of this water for commercial power pur-
poses, whieh, if consummated, will tend to en-
courage and legalize permanently the policy of de-
epoiling the falls by making such spoliation a valu-
able source of revenue for the State,

The gentence concludes with the proposition for
appeal to the federal government.

Assemblyman Wade, whose bill was thus infer-
entially attacked, declared that he desired to debate
the re=solution, and under the rules it went ovar for
a week.

THE ADIUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT.

The Total Strength of the National .Guard
Is 14,976 Men.

Albany, Feb, 12.—"This State has every reason to
feel proud of the work performed by our troops in
the joint United States Army and State militia
manceuvres at Manassas, Va.,” says Adjutant Gen-
eral Nelson H. Henry. in his annual report to Geov-
ernor Higgins, made public te-day. The report fur-
ther holds that ‘‘future manceuvres should be less
exacting: more time should be =zllowed between
problems, and the valuable instruction carned
through with a little less hardship and privation
for the militia troops engaged.”

The total strength of the National Guard at the
close of the fiscal vear was commissioned officers
and 14,077 enlisted men, aggregating 14,976 men, a net
§njn of 7@ in actual strength. This is the larges:
force since the reorganization of the National
Guard, in 1882, There were total gains of 5278 and
total losses of 4.480. Of gains, 3.878 were by first en-
listment.

General Henry says that the Guard has been fully
equipped by the government with the arms of the
United States Army, and that the value of the
armament and equipment reeceived is §240,462. Uni-
forms valued at $104.240 have been received from the
governmeni, but a further supply of 460 olive drab
uniforms will be required to unitorm tha Guard
fully.

FOR FO0OD INVESTIGATION.

Resolution to That Effect Introduced in the /

Assembly.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNM.|

Albany, Feb. 13.—A resoluticn of considerable
fmiportance was introduced in the Assembly by
Mr. Sheldon to-night. It is apparently aimed at the
investigation of the present situation with refer-
ence to adulteration of foods and medicines, and
calls on the State Health Department for a report
on the subject with recommendations for remedies,
The resolution is as follows:

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Health be
and hereby is requested to furnish to this House a
statement of what effort has been made on the
part of the Department of Health for the enforce-
ment of sald statute, and whether, in his opinjon,
other or incr2ased facilities or epactments are
essential for the proper enforcement of the pure
food law within this State.

ADVISES $2,000,000 FOR CHARITIES.

State Fiscal Supervisor Bender's Annual Re-
port Made Public.

Albany, Feb. 13—The annual report of Harry H.
Bender. Fiscal Supervisor of State Charities, was
made public to-day. Mr. Bender says, In part:

The special appropriations for new buildings, im-
vrovements, etc., for the State cblrlublenfn’cutn-

e Tt L S el ot et
for maintonance S1.438.000. % wﬁ
mendations for all purposes

b Sifaihe, amment 2o Bere ' AT
s'sting of 36 _appropriated by the legisiature
T G S, Bt ¥
DISTRESS IN THE WEST
Continued from first page.

LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR.

Orange County Dairiss Are, in the Main,
Conductsd on Sanmitary Principles.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

ble experience In the mountains last night. and i
are still held in a snowdrift on Marshall Pass. |
When it reached the summit of the continental
divide, about 2 o'clock vesterday, the train was
caught In a snowdrift. The passengers and crew

een without food since noon vesterday,
ht:;ea‘:e";e!: at an altitude of 1,200 feet, with

the thermometer 3o below zero.

COLD WAVE FORERUNNER.

Snow and Low Temperature—A
Further Drop Predicted.
The forerunner of the extremely cold wave that

is expected to reach this city to-day appeared yes-
terday at noon in the form of Snow flurries, ac-

companied by low temperature and brisk westerly |

winds. In fifteen hours the mercury dropped B‘
degrees, and at midnight hovered at 13 degrees
above,

The forecast for to-day announces a clear sky
and a colder temperature, with diminisbing north-
westerly winds.

The cold wave In the Northwest has spread to the
Gulf coast and eastward to Tennessee. Zera tem-
peratures are recorded as far east as Ohlo and
south to Northern Texas. In the Middle Missis-

sippl, Missouri and Lower Ohio valleys the tem-
peratures range beiween zero and degrees below.

The storm which was central on Sunday moruing |
has moved rapidly northeastward. Yesterday it |

lovered over Northern Maine.

The rain of Sunday. accompanied by a rising
temperature, did much to make uncomfortable
trathe nbout the city. The rain pools and snow

nummocks were frozen by the subsequent drop in |
temperature vesterday, and the thoroughfares were |

unusually sli ry.

The !einpo?zl):ure of Sonthern California, "hlph
had kept well up to the summer mark this winter,
drop several degrees,

The lowest temperatures recorded yesterday were
at Williston and Duluth, 28 degrees below zero.

MICHIGAN STREAMS FROZEN SOLID.

Country Roads Impassable in Many Places—

Mail Carriers Abandon Routes.

Detroit, Feb. 13.—Reports from all parts of the
lower peninsula of Michigan tell of cold and snow
that are the worst of the winter. The railroads
are having great trouble and a southbound Big
Four passenger train is stuck In a drift five miles
rorth of Niles.

At Standish the streams are frozen solid to the

beds ard farmers have to drive their stock long
distances to water. Rural mail carriers in a num-
ber of cases have been compeiled to abandon their
routes. trains are late all over the State and coun-
trv roads are almost impassable in many places.

DANGER ON OHIO ONLY POSTPONED.

Rivermen Fear Final Break Up Will Be the |

Worst in Years.

Cincinnati, Feb. 13.—The river situation to-day is
more menacing to property than at any time since
the culd weather gorged the Ohio with ice. The
lce moved slowly all day Sunday, crushing every-
thing befora it, and a new freeze to-day foilowed
a3 sudden drop in temperature. The new f(reeze
only postpones what rivermen believe will be the
worst final break-up of the river in many years.

The damage already done is estimated at from
$100.000 to $200,000. In addition to the loss already

incurred, vessels and other property valued at more
than $500,000 ars in serious danger of destruction.
Full crews are on board al! steamers and steam
is kept up in readiness for whatever may happen.
The ice Is so heavy that ordinary methods are of
slight avail,

SIX DAYS ON SNOWSHOES.

New-Yorkers Maks Trip from the Adiron-
dacks to Albany.

Albany, Feb. 13.—Harold J. Howland and Arthur
Hewitt, of New-York, arrived in Afbany to-day
after what is said to be an unprecedented trip on

snowshoes over the Adirondack trail. They started
from Adirondack Village, thirty-five miles from
North Creek. and were six days on the journey.

They made the trip through the Indian Pass in one |

day over ten feet of snow, and with a temperatures
of 24 degyées zelow zero. They climbed McIntyre
Mountain on hands and knees, even suowshoes
being impracticable there.

HUNDREDS OF DUCKS STARVING.

Sound So Badly Frozen as to Drive Birds
to Human Habitations.

{BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBRUNE.]

South Norwalk, Conn., Feb. 13.—Long Island
Sound is so much frozen over that wild ducks can
get nothing to eat and are actually starving by
hundreds. All of the wild fow] are so thin and
woor as to be hardly eatable. In their desperate
straits highly
even inte back vards.

Carptain George
wild ducks voraciously feeding in afpoo the other
evening. He was able to kill ten before they could
fiv. Captain Frank Lassen, of Smith's Island, re-
por:s that the wild ducks eat all the feed of his
chickens at night. Charles A. Byxbee, of East
Nerwalk, says that gulis have been around his
house every day for several weeks in quest of food.

SNOW DELAYS TRAINS UP-STATE.
Oswego, N. Y., Feb. 13—Freight trafic on the
Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg division of the
New-York Central was abandoned to-day on ac-
count of a blizzard which continues to-night. Pas-

senger trains were delayed from one to nine hours,
and many trains wer~ abandoned.

Utica, N. Y., Feb. 13.—A hard blizzard is raging
in the Mobawk Valley and Northern New-York to-
day.

or five or six hours late.
iy ——

ICE JAM IN THE ST. LAWRENCE.

[RY TPLEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Ogdensburg. N. Y., Feb. 13.—There is a blg ice
jam in the St. Lawrence River, near here. The
water is eleven feet above high water mark, and
great damage is expected.

FOR PREFERRED COURT ACTIONS.

Bill Introduced by Senator Marks Affects
Libel Cases.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Albany, Feb. 13 —Senator Marks to-night intro-
duced a bill amending Section 73 of the Code aof
Civil Procedure by permitting the court to place
on the preferred calandar actions brought by execu-
tors, administrators, trustees and guardians. This

is the section which the Appellate Divislon declared |

unconstitutional in so far as it made it mandatory
for the court to prefsr certain actions and con-
ferred no discretion. -

Ir;x;ens present shape this bill would also make libel
actions preferred cases. but there is a possibility
that this may be amended.

e e

BILL TO REOPEN CHENANGO CANAL.
Albany, Feb. 12—To cheapen coal and eother

products by reopening and improving the aban- !
donad Chepango Canal is the intent of a bill in- |

troduced in the Assembly to-night by Mr. Gates,
of Utica. The route of the proposed canal is from

New-York Mills, on the Erle Canal. to Ringham-

ton, and by the Chenango Canal extension to

sylvania. Eight million dollars is appropriated.
———

APPELLATE TERM IN 2D DEPARTMENT.

[BY TELEGRAPY IO THE TRIPUXZ.}

Albany, Feb. 1. —Senator Cooper, of Brookiyn.
to-night Introduced a bill, In effect creating a Court
of Appeals focr the Appellate Division of the 24
Department. His measure provides that If (his
Appeilate Division so desires |t may designate three
other justices before whem apoeal may b had.
This is to bhe knowa as the Appellate Term of the
4d Department.

Senator Cooper’s bill, which has the support of
the Brooklyn Bar Association, provides, it was sald

in Brooklyn last night, for an Appellate Tarm in |

Brookiyn, to be composed of Supreme Court jus-
?eu. ‘-'Lu.h: :z mmuwo‘r: ht-ral.mh
crowded calendars of the Appellate Division.

prized mallard and black ducks, !
sheldrake and whistiers come up to the shore and |

Overton found a large flock of |

Snow has fallen econstantly since daylight In |
large quantities, and trains are either abandoned !

enn- |

Sir: In vour issue of January 15 T find an acticle
entitled “Discase Germs In Your Milk,” with pho=

the suburbs of your great city. in what are known
as swill milk stables. But when you say the aver-
age dairv barn of the State of New-York is seldom
or never swept. cobwebs and gust are loaded en

say this {s an average of the surroundings of daiey
farms of the State, I say you are far from
truth,
X The milk territory of this State covers
area, with some of which T am not at
quainted. But when you include Orange €
beg leave to differ with you You will find
specting the dairy barns of Orange County
the stable broomns are an indispensable article.
much so as the hay fork. and are used at
twice every day. That mine out of ten of
stables are thoroughly whitewashed and kept
sanitary condition; that the cows are provided
an abundance of pure r spring
that every attention is given to their comfort and
health. Cows and pouitry do not thrive Im the
same atmosphere, and the dairymen has learned
that it is too expensive to invest §# or §5 In &
dairy cow to convert into 2 henroost. And the same
will apply to the feed his cows consume.

Do you suppose the Alexander Campbell Milk
Company or the Borden company and a score of

E

ltﬁg

o §

¥

Whose inspectors are alert in the e

dutics, and do inspect tne premuses and dalries
their patrons, would stake their reputations om
| handling such milk as you mention?

The State inspec pay
test our milk while it 1s yet the property of
producer, and I venture to say that not one can im
@ thousand has been condemned in the last two
years. And yet, in the face of this you are
| enough to admit that some of the embalming
adulterating of milk is done at the ¢
According to your figures, the bacteria in
multiply with age at the rate of 459 per cent ﬂ
the first twenty-four to forty-eight hours st =
::n:'p‘:r:;ure !of"ta; degrees. Now,: w ask, whag
e O 2 greater t of your milk when
delivered to the consnmer,".'ul kn’t;w of
where the milk (owing to the
twenty-four hours bef.re shipping. and at least ap
many more in transpertation and delivery, which
would require at least forty-eight hours te
between the production and
1 Is it a wonder that embal
., are necessary for the preservation of the same?
| LA large portion of the milk consumed In )
| York City can be supplied to the consumer at
| or twelve hours of age. and the rest at least
| over twenty-four, at a trifle advance in cost.

| other first class companies located in this vicinit
xercise of %

il

EH

' ¥ou take in consideration the rapidity with 'm
the deadly bacteria multiply every twelve hours, &

this not decidedly prefe e?
{ It is rare for the farmer to use milk for his ows
| consumption over twelve hours old, and the :
' at twenty-four is looked upon with horror,

;::-l ea‘t the temperature to which it has been sube,

We agree with the Board of Health that all mille
should be red to a temperaturs of

¥ after being drawn from the cow, apd
kept at that temperaturs unti] delivered to the cone
| sumer; that all milking should be done in a cleanly

manner: that none but who
rexards butter fat. aga, bacteria, etc., and

i
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&’d to the cows: that all milk be sold on its

| ‘m price the producer receives for such an
i will compensate him for his labor and
But just so lon~ as the uniform price of two cents
a quart, with an occasional fraction added or dee
ducted, prevails, without regard to age,
ete.. there Is no inducement for, nor can the pros
ducer afford to make, expenditure for le=, labor,
Milk is not like many other articles. that increase
in value with age, and when the people of the
city of New-York insist that no milk shall be
in its boundaries over thirtv-six hours old, then
| this talk of bacterit, etc.. will cease.

Monroe, N, Y., Feb. 11, 196, A W. ROE

i

The writer neglected to mention the fact thal
the statements, “the average dairy barn of the
State of New-York is seldom or never swept™
and “cobwebs and dust are loaded on every
beam and poultry are allowed to roost on the
stanchions to which the cows are tied,” are not
the direct and unsupported statements of The
; Tribune, but were made by a well known official

of the New-York Stete Dairymen’'s Association,
| whe has “travelled through every dairy county
| In our State.” This the article of January 15
+ plainly indicates. That article did not contaim

any mention of a particular county in which

the conditions were especiallv good or espectaliy
| bad. Orange County is prebably as free from
| unsanitary dairies as any in the neighborhood
of New-York As the writer of the letter ad-
mits, however, conditions are far from being
! what they ouzht to be

TRANSACTIONS IN STOCKS.

| Inequitable and Burdensome Class Legislaa ‘
tion, Says Correspondent.

| To the Editcr of The Tribune.

€ir: A tax levied upon the purchase or sale of
| stocks is an inequitable, burdensome and onercus
! tax. inasmuch as it bears heavily ypon a limited
| Dumber of individuals, instead of being distributed
| equally among all citizens.

iux ON

; sale of stocks than upon the purchase and sale of
drygoods or any other commodity.
Second—It is burd b s it falls with une

| reasonable severity upon a limited number of citie

zens. known as “room traders,” on the

and right here it might be wall to define the teym

“the room trader.”

The room trader is an absolutely essemtial part
of the membership of every exchange: without himy
| there would at times be no market. Were
| commission brokers compeiled to depenmd
| uoon each other for the execution of orders, hours,

even days, might at times ei without purchases
or sales, except at great sac . _The room
coerates for his own account and will buy

as the case may be, at a moderate variat:

the last sale, ex to find a seller

a reasonable profit or take a small

transaction. 1t is manifest that the

| turps over a great deal of stock, and
all hus own. 1or he has no client

‘to. It is enly necessary to buy or

| of stock a day in order to pav a

a vear. A man with small capital, say

do that. and pay a tax of & per cent on

Third—It is onercus because it is cum
ation. bem t&a ~n'$rs; gr tread-ung the
! mav 80! ans elivered. or -

{ lverad to the ultimate m‘dvﬂmmz

| transactions a day, t! re be taxed tem
times a day. Take, for example, a 10 share

| tificate of Brook!yn Rapid . selling at
a'&
ol
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share, vaiue .00, it is taxed 9 ¥ or
;:a:!—lt:)mpar cenlt& bgn :“;ho case United
Steel a wou T cent tax a . This
is not taxation. but ‘nnnsx;eaucm! -
Fourth—The pror law is tedly
legislation. bearing with undue severity on
c'‘ass of citizens. Room traders’ stam faxes ulle
der the War Revenue Act ran from 5.900 to $50.000
a vear. Think eof the injnstice of taxing individue
{ als of molerate means §.00 to $£).000 each!

| hundred room traders will have to pay one-half
i all the revenue collected under this law, There are
large mercantile houses without number who do &
per annoum

I

i

M

bt;‘siness J(:lt from 3$10.000.80 to $56,000,000

*ho would pay no stamp tax and no tax on saleg

! or amount of business transacted.
E. DE AGUERO.

New-York. Feb. 12, 1965, N2

e ——p——
A. W. COOLEY ON CIVIL PENSIONS.

To the Editor of The Tridbune.
Sir: In regard to Civil Service pen

pensions T would
sav that I have not come to a definite conclusion

As vet | am unable to state the best policy for the
federal service. and in view of that fact I should
not care to express a decided epinton. Before any
lezislation is enacted, however. 1t would seem
| to ascertain as nearly as possible how Sredt toe exe
vense of any proposcd system woule pe and w
it woeld increase (he emicien:: of the pablic sepe
b T of il c
vice by bLringing in a betier cluss of M oYes,
TR ALFORD W. COOLEY.
3 "nitad States Civil Scivice Commissiones. -
Washington, Feb 11, 195 - -

NO SALARY DECREASES.
To the Hditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Ym teld your readers yesterday that the
McClellan administration had  increased silaries
3250000 in one year, and that there are applications
before the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
' for mere Inereases. The only way o stop this

. everiasting salary raising job and burden upon the
residents of this cliy i3 for such bodies as the

Merchants' Association, the Realt
Au»ehlh.? m':
Comeres

Bowery Business Men's
Trade and, perbaps, the Chamber aof
. and the various exc . to send represen
to the meetings of the rd of Estimate
ent and oppose the increase of
salary raising. Salaries and wages In :
o! private business ratsed



