
Legs Protected After Tendons Are
Burned icith Electricitif.

Physical culture, systematically applied, hav-
ing made it possible to clip seconds from record
performances by human athletes, horsemen have
determined to apply the same methoda to the
lithe-limbed racers of the turf. It has been
demonstrated that the speed of a racehorse can
be increased by the systematic manipulation of

HORSES IX OVERALLS.

Each of the societies also ballots annually for
a queen, so that every earaival has a dozen
or more queens, all resplendent in the robes
of a day's royalty.

The day following Mardi Gras is Ash V.fin. s-
day. t!i" itiiliil day of Lent. With 'he 'lawn
of that day the city changes as comolctely as
a player shifting from the role of Jester to
that of monk. All evidences of th • gayety
of the day before have disappeared, and tin-
dancers of the preceding night are to be found
wending their way solemnly to church.

At the Mardi Gras of 1890 Miss Sallie Fannie
Grant, of Atlanta, so captivated the masked
knights, although only a spectator, that sho
received among a hundred other gifts the great
gold keys of the city suspended on a gold
chain of huge links, which was placed about
her neck by the mysterious grand duke of the
Kex court.

When the king of the turf is retired to th^
tor the ifF period of racing he is now- kept

iti thorough condition ly daily massage trt-at-

trent. all tl;.- tendons and muscles thai an
during his performance on the track L-t-ing care-
fully rubbed and kneaded to keep them flexible.
If the tendons show signs of b*ing the worse
for wear, and it must be remembered thai the
strain on the tendon-* of a horse as he pounds

down the racetrack at top speed is enormous,
then extreme measures are resorted to to restore
them to their pristine flexibility. The up to
date stable is provided with tools especially
made to burn the tendons of a horse that has
gone stale. An electric machine is used for this
purpose, the iron being applied to the tendons
by the skilled hand of the stableman and the

the muscles that do the work when the ani-
mal is bounding toward the finishing point,
carrying with him the hopes and fears of count-
less backers. It is now part of the duty of the
trainer of a racehorse to flex the muscles and
tendons of the thoroughbreds under his care.
This is partly done by manipulating with the
hand or massaging the muscles of the horses
exactly as the muscles of a human being are
mnMitapTil to make them flexible and springy.
Huge sums frequently depend upon a fraction
Of S liunnd or speed ,i!:.l the horse \vho3e mus-
iits have been carfully massaged prior to ri

race i<o^}s to the post with a decided advantage
over the animal which is just as fast in every
respect, save tho additional Hie in the tendons
provided by the energetic work of the horse
masseur.

Features of This Year's Celebration
To Be Finer than Ever Before.

For the reason that Lent comes especially
late tiiis year the Mardi Gras Carnival just

ceding it. and which will be celebrated on
{klarch 7 at New-Orleans, will be especially gor-,Jeous. In having to wait so long for the fes-
tival the people of the Crescent City have be-'ome impatient, and when the day of all days in

Iheir calendar does come they intend to cele-
brate it with extraordinary revelry. Unusual
sums have been spent in preparing for the fete,
end according to all reports the visitors will
number from 100,000 to IHO.OOO.

The days that come before Mardi Gras, how-
ever, are by no means uneventful in the gay me-
tropolis of the Gulf.

'

Indeed, the Mardi Gras
season really begins as far back as January 6,
the date of the Twelfth Night Revellers' ball.
Since that time there has been a continual
succession- of dances, debutante parties, opera
parties, coaching parades, "steam yacht pic-
ni< s," plantation house parties and cafe par-
iits.

On various nights the many secret carnival
organizations also have their balls, and each
one tries to outdo the others in the splendor
of its costumes and masquerades. To-morrow
ni^ht, for example, the Comus Society has its
ball; on February 28 is the AtlanUeus ball; on
March 2 the Momus ball, and on March C, the
niglitbefore the culminating day of Mardi Gras,
the Proteus ball,

Although New-Orleans has had a Mardi Gras
every year since 1857, its people never tire of
the carnival, because the occasion Is never
co'.c-brated twice In the same way. Each year
the street pageant consists of floats of new and
startling designs, and no clew is given In ad-
vance of what may be expected. New organiza-
tions are constantly being added to the four
great societies of Momus, Proteus, Rex and
Comus, which figure most prominently in the
Btr. t procession, and as ail the societies give
masked balls in the evening after the parade
the pleasures of the day v.-ith each succeeding
rear l.ecome more and more diversified. Be-
cause of the rivalry among the members
v( the four big societies, which alone are
represented by floats in the street pa-
geant, the outdoor celebration has become
especially gorgeous. At the last Mardi Gras
the Mystic Crewe of Comus presented twenty
tableaus mounted on floats; portraying "izdu-
bar," the Babylonian mother of all beauty.
At the same time the men of Proteus ap-
peared with the same number of tableaus,
each indicative of some letter of the alphabet.
"!>'' stood for a dragon, for example, and "S,"
for the snow, portrayed by a float which seemed
to have just arrived from the Arctic Eone.

The presentation of gifts to beautiful women
at the balls has come to be one of the mo3t
extravagant features of the occasion. One
Northern woman caused auch a furor at the
various balls she attended last year that she
needed six men to help carry away her pres-
ents. She not only received them from every man
\u25a0with whom she danced, but from scores of
ethers wb« were able only to press her hand.

A RACERS FORELEGS ENCASED IN OVERALL AFTER ELECTRIC
TREATMENT.

The apparatus Is manipulated by a boy. ws#

alternately pulls on ropes held m both fcsrf>
and shoves with his feet. The be^ows itself»
directly beneath the cumbrous frame which sti?-

ports the operator. The result of Cia boy"» 1*"
bora ts about one-tenth the wind thai to crJS-
narfly supplied by the small rotary blower v*"

an a modern portable forge.

The Spaniard or his descendants m the As
"

leas would took withscorn upon the S.OCO-y*^
old plough of do Chines© agriculturist. fc!*
there aro thousands and thousands of rlc—

Some Aztec Customs StillPrevat-
Diminuthe Vegetables.

While Cortez destroyed a civilization and i
people in xico. many of the customs of tit
Aztecs have been perpetuated by their eav
querors and may be seen and marvelled it o
day by the visitor to the land of "the fair pd'
Not the least picturesque of these is the method
of storing grain in the conical houses Mll±
dot the land fcr miles arour.d In some district!
and are practically uniform to size. Instead cf
increasing the size of the house, mare we*

built, and in some places itIs difficult to bob
out at a distance what an aggregation cf ttess
huge cones may be. One of the <ii:.-sUonsa*l
by the observant visitor is. "Did the Mofcflk
or rather his Aztec ancestor, design the pail
house first an then, pleased with It3s&iW
pattern his hat after it. or vice versa?"

Though within a few hundred miles of ti«
most progressive country in the *orM. when
little is done by hand that can te accomplish?*
by the aid of machinery, there are many 3&OJ
In Mexico where the medfceva! dvi2lnt:<r 4
Spain reigns as completely to this day *» 1

there were no modern world outside.
History is silent as to the date cf the erg*

of the primitive bellows which is ti cse in«si^
parts of oar sister republic. It was brous^
over by the Spaniard several centuries ago, a^
it has never been changed or improved «P*
since then. How many centuries it existed B
Spain in identically the sarr.e form before O
lambus sailed westward t3 ankn \u25a0•vn. and to*
long it willbe before the Mcxi as realizes thS

he can buy a modern bellows not far from bene,

and, above all. willcsaatafl to use it.Is a prob-
lem.

IX QCAIXTEST MEXICO

stiffness literally burned out of the w tea.
dons.

There are veterinary surgeons who cake t
regular business of treating' racehorses by tt»
physiea.l culture method. In the stables c! thes»
men are to be found some of the finest fcona
on the turf. Some have gone stale, and, tia
secret being carefully guarded, are under tie*
ment by massage and burning for .\u25a0--tatUiM
to their former speedy condition.

After the tendons have been burned it '.a mta»
sary to keep the horse quiet and prevent fs
from irritatins him. The simple TEethod ft
protecting the animal's legs is to encase tlHl
in a pair of overalls Sorry indeed is the a>
pearance of the proud king of the turf wha
he i3returned to his stall after electric treai-
ment. with his forelegs, and sorrier. his did
legs us well, cuvered with overalls.

NEW-YORK TULBraE ll^l',STliATEl> SUPPLEMENT.

REX AND HIS QUEEN RECEIVING HOMAGE INTHE NEW-ORLEANS MARDI GRAS PROCESSION*.

MARDI GRAS CARNIVAL.
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