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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

REX AND HIS QUEEN RECEIVING

VVARDI GRAS CARNIVAL.
Ucatures of This Year's Celebration
To Be Finer than Ever Before.
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reason that Lent comes especially
year the Mardi Gras Carnival just
it, and which will be celebrated on
rch 7 at New-Orleans, will be especially gor-
Jeous. In having to wait so long for the fes-
tival the people of the Crescent City have he-

some impatient, and when the day of all days in
4heir calendar does come they intend to cele-
brate it with extraordinary revelry. Unusual |

sums have been spent in preparing for the féte,
and ording to all the
number from 100,000 to 150,000,
The days that come before Mardi Gras, how-
ever, are by no means uneventful in the g
of the Gulf. Indeed, the Mardi Gras
season really begins as far back as January 6,

HT reports visitors will

y me-
tropolis

the date of the Twelfth Night Revellers’ ball.
Since that time there has been a continual
successionr of dances, debutante parties, opera
parties, coaching parades, “steam yacht pic-
nics,” plantation house parties and café par-

dies.

On various nights the many secret carnival
rea tions also have their balls, and each
tries to outdo the others in the splendor

one

of its costumes and masquerades. To-morrow
night, for example, the Comus Society has its
tall; on February 28 is the Atlantzus ball; on
N

iarch 2 the Momus ball, and on March 6, the
1izht before the culminating day of Mardi Gras,
the Proteus ball

Although New-Orleans has had a Mardi Gras
evcry year since 1857, its people never tire of
the carnival, because the occasion is never
ceicbrated twice In the same way. Each year
the street pageant consists of floats of new and
startling designs, and no clew is given In ad-
viance of what may be expected. New organiza-
tions are constantly being added to the four
great societies of Momus, Proteus, Rex and
Comus, which figure most prominently in the
Etrcet procession, and as adl the societies give
¢d balls in the evening after the

paride

the pleasures of the day with each succeeding
year Lecome more and mese diversified. Be-
cau of the rivalry among the members
vof the four big societies, which alcne are
represented by  floats In the  street pa-
geant, the outdoor celebration has bezome
especially gorgeous. At the last Mardi Gras
the

Mystie Crewe of Comus presented twenty

tableaus mounted on floats, portraying “Izdu-
bar,” the Babylonlan mother of all beauty.
At the same time the men of Proteus ap-
I ¢d with the same number of tableaus,

each indicative of some letter of the alphabet.
“I»” stood for a dragon, for example, and “S,”
for the snow, portrayed by a float which seemed
to have just arrived from the Arctic zone.

The presentation of gifts to beautiful women
at the balls has come to be one of the most
extravagant features of the occasion. One

Northern woman caused auch a furor at the
various balls she attended last year that she

necded six men to help carry away her pres-
ents. She not only received them from every man
with whom she danced, but from scores of

spthers whe were able only to press her hand,

HOMAGE IN THE NEW-ORLEANS MARDI GRAS PROCESSION.

At the Mardi Gras of 1890 Miss Sallie
Grant, of Atlanta, so captivated the
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knights, although only a spectator, that she | carrying with him the hopes .uA:I fears »' .«lunl’:-‘ |
received among 2 hundred other gifts the great | less backers. It is now part of the duty ”r.‘.;
gold keys of the city suspended on a gold | trainer of a racehorse to flex the - les “zm
chain of huge links, which was placed about | tendons of the Y under \‘3'1‘-;,.1‘:6‘.
2r nee 4 e mysterious grand duke of the This is partly g with the
!}1;(; x:»l“uk”-b,\ the myst g il LT
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Each of the societies also ballots annually for
a queen, so that every carnival has a doze
or more queens, all resplendent in tl robes

of a day’s royalty.

The day following Mardi Gras is Ash Wednes
day, the initial day of Lent. With th dawn |
of that day the city chang as comuletely
a player shifting from the role of jeste
that of monk Ail evidences of the ga
of the day before bave dis carel, 1 T is ired to
dancers of the preceding night for the a of = s
wending their way solemnly to chureh. . \ily massag
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HORSES IN OVERALLS. rmance on the track being care-

the muscles that do the work when the ani- [ s

fully rubbed id kneaded to keep them flexible.

> v If the tendons show signs of the ‘.\‘-r‘s«i

Legs Protected After Tendons Are |, G Sol 18 Raal B savh .t the |
. M P PT PR strain on the tendons of a horse as he pounds

1311/'11((1 TLIHI El‘([n”['l/' down the racetrack at top speed is enormous,

Physical culture, systematically applied, hav-
ing made it possible to clip seconds from record
performances by human athletes, horsemen have
determined to apply the same methods to the
lithe-limbed racers of the turf. It has been
demonstrated that the speed of a racehorse can
be Increased by the systematic manipulation of

then extreme measures are
them to their pristine flexibility.
date stable provided with
made to burn the tendons of a horse
gone stale.
purpose, the iron being applied to the tendons
by the skilled hand of the stableman and the
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IN QUAINTEST MEXICO

| Some Aztee Customs Still Preval—
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The apparatus is ma
alternately pulls on ropes held in both h*’f"
and shoves with his feet. The bellows 1:-’3“”’
directly beneath the cumbrous frame whick S't:'
ports the operater. The result of the beys :
bors is about one-tenth the wind that'ls c-'.“:
narily suppiied by the small rotary blower &%
on & modern portable forge.
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