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THE WWWB THIS MOKXiSa.

FORElGN.— Admiral Togo's fleet was report-

ed from south of Mindanao. Philippine Islands.
\u25a0 It was reported In Pt. Petersburg that

the moverent to release the Russian Church

from the bureaucracy of the Holy Synod was

eUirted by M. Wltte. ==Reports from many

parts of tbe Russian Empire Indicated that the

discontent among all classes was »P«» dJ«f rap-

Idly \u25a0
• Russian troops replaced native forces

in many Important strategic positions In Bok-
hara? —— Lady Curzon was among those who
narrowly 111

'
injury from the earthquake

at Simla.
DOMESTlC— President Roosevelt arrived at

Ran Antonio. Tex., where the Rough Riders' re-
union is being held, after speaking at Austin.

Waco and other places In the btate. ===== The
government will ask a rehearing of the Philip-

pine tariff case, in which, by the decision of the
United States Supreme Court it my be rom-

netted to refund upward of $ <.OW.IKJO duties.
PfU

Mayor-elect Dunne of Chicago received
word from Glasgow that the manager of trZm-
van there would spend a month consulting with
»V» Chicago officials =The annual confer-

ccrehro-spinal meningitis In this city.

ClTY—Stocks were strong and active
--——

Th- board of directors of the Suitable Life
Assurance ? Society adopted the amended charter

FivlSr trSh* pollcyholdem the naming of twenty-

Jirt- out of the fifty-two director*.=The

S solicitor of the Standard Oil Company

Sued a statement in reply tocriticljms of John

SETS Brooklyn .»>.«\u25a0». to
••

£"**£«:

between Belasco and Klaw & Erlanger as to

for criticising his superiors.
THE WEATHER —Indications for to-day:

Partly oYoSdV The temperature yesterday:

Highest. GO degrees; lowest. 41

Oeotogtstß distinguish between shocks which
have a VOkanlc origin and those caused by a
dislocation of \u25a0 portion of the earth's crust in
order to relieve slowly accumulating strains.
These stresses may be set up by a variety of in-
mwnces. One is the overloading of an adjacent
sea bottom by deposits of material carried out
by rivers. The Charleston earthquake of IHSG
was explained in that particular way. Shrink-
age of the earth's interior in consequence of cool-
In;: has also been held responsible for some of
the second class of shocks here mentioned. This
class is a large one. There is a disposition to
Include in it the Assam earthquake, the memor-
able Japanese mischief maker of 18'.)1 and the
tremors which California has occasionally ex-
perienced. Jt is probably safe to place in the
same group the disturbance that has just ruined
Dharmsala. Although the area now affected
may not prove to be quite so extensive as that
which was ravaged a few hundred miles to the
eastward in IS!>7, examination of the surface
of the earth by experts will doubtless furnish
conclusive evidence in support of the belief. In
Assam eight years ago a great many cracks
were oi>ened. some of them twelve miles long,
with a displacement on opjntsite sides amount-
ing to twenty-five or thirty feet. Similar conse-
quences will undoubtedly be reported ere long
from the Punjab.

INDIA'S AFPUCTION.
Rumor says that four-fifths of the native resi-

dents of Dharmaam were killed »>y the earth-

quake In India this week. The story needs
verification, but ifit ho only half correct, and if

the loss of life elsewhere be 200 or TW. the

total mortality cannot fall below 2,700, while

there is \u25a0 chance that it may exceed 4.<mk>.

From Cashmere and other outlying districts no

returns have been received, and the exact truth

uiiiy not be known for several days.
If the disaster really attained the proportions

here indicated ithas had few parallels tn recent
history. The number who perished at Melaz-
gherd. Armenia. InI!XWwas grossly exaggerated

in the first announcement, and was probably

less than 1,000. In like manner Inter informa-
tion concerning the shocks in Guatemala In
V.xrj reduced the mortality from "several thou-
sand" to gflL To the visitation from which the
Riviera, on the southern coast of Europe, suf-
fered in IRS7. 2.0Mdeaths were Imputed at the
time, and the figures may l>e accepted as ap-
proximately accurate. With the destruction of
Andijan. tbe capital of Russian Turkestan.
Christinas. 1902, there wns a loss of life in the
city amounting to 1,600, and nearly 3.0<>0 more
perished in adjacent villages. From a disturb-
ance which was felt In Bengal in June. 1.v.»7,

but whose effects were more serious In Assam.
more than 8,000 deaths resulted. The worst
record made in more than a quarter of a cen-
tury was that of Japan In 1801, when the total
loss of life from a single earthquake was of-
ficially put at 7.l'7'J. Itmay turn out. therefore.
tlrat this week's tragedy In Northern India has
boon equalled only tliriee in twenty or thirty
years.

WATER 4V/I POLITICS.
li is agreeable to know that the Merchants'

Assn. i.nioii and, we assume, all other organ-
izations will withdraw their objections to the
Mayor's water bill, and that thus a much
needed measure willl»e hastened to enactment.
The objections in question were based upon
the bet that the clause providing for tbe ap
pointment of a non-political or non-partisan
commission hud been stricken out of the bill.
They would have l>een entirely valid if that
elimination had been inspired by the Mayor for
the purpose of enabling him to make the com-
mission a partisan affair. Such, however, was
not the case. Those familiar with the subject
know that the non-partisan clause was original-
lyinserted in the billat the Mayor's own Initia-
tive; it was his desire to have itretained, and
he. no doubt, regrets Its exclusion. It was
stricken out. however, because of a doubt of
its constitutionality. Obviously, if a serious
doubt exists!, it was best to avoid it in the
way that was adopted, for. however the point

might have l»een decided, the very raising of it
would have canoed deplorable delay in getting

to work on the new reservoirs and aqueducts.

There is reason for confidence that Mayor Mc-
Clellan. at least, will appoint a non-partisan

commission Ho is logically and morally bound
to do s-» by the fact of his having prepared and
advocated a bill requiring him to do s<». In ad-
dition, he is understood to have promised in the
most unequivocal manner to proceed with the
appointments precisely as be would have done
bad the billnot been amended. Whether or not

it would be constitutional for the law to re-

quire him to make his appointments from
among the nomin^s of the Chamber of Com-
merce and other organizations, there can be no

question of his perfect right to do so volun-

tarily, without legal prescription, which be de-

dans he willdo. In that case we may antici-
pate the appointment of a good commission.

and we can hardly expect any succeeding ad-

ministration to be so brazen as to transform the

character of the body and to prostitute it to

partisan ends\

that never was approximated before on the tath-
uiuk. has fouud that the engineering works nec-
essary to that end are perfectly feasible and
involve no novel, untried or even difficultprob-
lem, and now he puts himself on record as de-
claring that the total eo*t of thus di«|>os!ng of
the ChagNM for fOOw and all will not exceed 5
per <ent of the cost of the whole canal undertak-
ini;. When we remember that Mr. Wallace is
lalKinjiin this way not as an independent and
irresponsible critic on the outside, but as the
Man abOVO all men responsible for the fulfil-
ment of his own words, we can estimate the
value to 1m- pmoed upon his utterances nnd the
degree or hoj>e and eonfldenre which tbey may

ly inspire.

Mr. Sargent, the Oommtsstooer Onprnl of lm-
luigratloii. has repeatedly pointed out the de-

One unsatisfactory feature In this year's rec-
ord is the disproportionate increase of immigra-
tion from Southern Europe. In February last
the arrivals from Austria-Hungary numbered
:{0,088— 23,254 more than were recorded from the
dual monarchy in February, 1004. Gains \?ere.
also shown in the arrivals from Italy and Rus-
sia. These three countries furnished last year
practically two-third* of* the applicants knocking
at our gates. Russia sent 145,141. Austria-Hun-
gary 177.1.™ and Italy 103,290. Together they
sent 515,503, against 207,277 applicants from
the rest of the world.

THE IMMIGRATION PROBLEM.
Restrictive legislation has had littleeffect, ap-

parently, in checking the tide of Immigration.
More rigid exclusion tests have rid us of cer-
tain undesirables. Our doors are closed to de-
fectives, criminals, paupers and contract labor-
ers; but though we have succeeded in raising
the level of qualification we have not ma-
terially reduced Inbulk the raw material which
we must assimilate each year and try to fit for
citizenship. According to a recent report issued
by the Commissioner General of Immigration,
the rush of aliens to our ports is steadily in-
creasing. In the six months ended February
28 tngjMP immigrants were admitted, against
906,428 for tho same period in the preceding
year. Immigration slackens in the winter
months and is greatest in March, April and
May. InMarch, indeed, 07,000 newcomers wore
landed at Kills Island, against only 47.577 in
March, 1004. It is fair to assume, therefore,
that when the April. May and June returns are
footed up the total immigration for the fiscal
year 1904-*OS willreach a record breaking figure.
In 1901-'O2 only 048,743 applicants were admit-
ted. In 1902-'O3 the uuinl>er roso to 857,046,
and in 190.V04 it fell again to 812,870. This
year itpromises to reach a total not far short
of 1,000,000.

DON'T.
From Th«» Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.

Are the Republicans in the State Legislature In*
tending to pass the Mortage Tax bill for th* pur-
pose of making the Republican party solid with
the rural districts? Ifso, our advice to them may
be given In one word—Don't. For the tax willb«an Indirect and unequal tax on real estate. hittJZ*
those who are least able to bear It. namely, tficn
whose land Is mortgaged: and not touching- thoea
who are out of debt. The latter may be pleased,
but the former will rightly think they are unjustly
treated. Far better would be a direct tax on ail
property alike

—
not one better and more equitable^

but more satisfactory all around. If our friends
at Albany are trying to make capital for th* Re-
publican partr they are going at it in the wrong
way.

a A "BARBAROUS" LAW.
From The Buffalo Express.
Is it Just or *trtti»srn.v-.:'li<» for the legislature of

New-York Is Impose a >*~* on the widow who has
been left a debt, with vhe excuse that it will im-
prove the position of the widow who has been leftan Investment? To be sure, the present law is
barbarous. But the remedy is to repeal it ami
maka mortgages exempt from taxation, not t»
enact another barbarous law In its place.

A TAX ON THRIFT.
From The Rochester Post-Express.

The tax on mortgages la a tax on thrift, a*we
have said, and the reason is that people of small
means will have to pay it. The hayseed legis-
lators who are now running the Republican party
at Albany seem to think that the man who wants
to borrow money can dictate terms to the tender:
but he has never done that since the loaning of
money began. It is the lender, not the borrower,
who Axes the terms upon which th« loans are
made. With the wisdom of the ostrich that sticks
his head in the sand, these legislators think that
because they have forbidden the borrower to pay
the tax he will not pay it: they think by an act
of the legislature the lender can be coerced. But
It Is obvious to everybody outside the legislative
halls that If the bill prohibits the borrow«r from
paying the tax Itwill be a very almplo matter foe
tho lender to pay It and charge a little higher bi»
terest.

DOUBLE TAXATION.
From The Buffalo News.

Mortgage taxation is doflble taxation I
unjust. The mortgage tax wan ortgi:
the idea that the man who had money
should be taxed, and would himself pay r
instead of putting the charge on the borrower t
was .lass legislation. The pending bill i*
same character, and without c.v
clple from any point of view.

HOW SOm BORROWERS MAY KS
From The Albany Journul.

The maximum legal rate %f interest in this Start
Is 6 per cent. Most small borrowers of money— «»•
owners of modest homes— pay that now. Anything
higher than 6 per cent would be usury un.l unlawful
The one-half of 1per cent cannot be added to whX
the majority of borrowers have to pay.

PERILS OP INDIRECT TAX
From The Syracuse Herald (Ind. Rep.).

Easy come, easy go. Indirect taxation has Ml
advantages, but it exerts an evil influence in oa»
direction by tempting the legislature to spinet tiv.
ishly the immense revenues It obtains without r»
course to Us friends In the rural dUtrlcts. As »
result, the legislature is Inviting a reckoning foi
Its party by Us own extravagance and by its ll*
liberate provoking of dancerou* personal and »•>
littcal enmities.

DIRECT TAXATION PREFERRED.
From The Troy Record.

Whatever may be Its failings, a direct tax cc»
t:\tnly act* as a restraining Influence upon tnos»
who attend to the State's business. Under such

•
tax extravagance shows directly when the tas
levies are made, and the attention of tn* people ."
called to the. work of their representatives. On t»
other hand. th« heaviest of State *x|M»nditures an
viewed with indifference Ifthe rax bills of the rf»pie m a whole are not affected. tei'ibilcan prl<?
In the achievement of abolishing the dir»ft tv
should not prevent a return to It Ifth- condition

*
the State Treasury demands such a move

What Republican Editors Think of th»
Bill.

THE MOBTGAGE TAX UP THE STATE.

t

A.P. W. Kinnan Tells of Effect of Koxtgasa
Tax.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: That a tax on mortgages is double taxation,

seems to me beyond argument. "A" purchases ahouse, paying CO.OOO. all cash, for the same. "B"purchases a CO.OOO house, paying Jin.onn cash and
givingback a flO.ooo purchase money nmrtn;». Th»tax assessor places a value of 130.000 on eacn house
for purposes of annual taxation, which Is paid by
both "A" and "B." Now. if the ttO.OOO mortgage 13
taxed as against the holder of said mortgage, ar»
not taxes collected on 550.0C0 out of a possible value
of only $40.00»? The holder of the £0.000 mortgage
willeither Increase the rate of Interest on the inert,
gage to the extent of the tax or ask that the mort-
gage be paid off. and will reloan hi* money, at a
higher rate of Interest. Now, the borrower Tgust
pay the tax on his debt, and the burden will fall
upon the one least able to bear It.

Savings institutions for several years past hava
Inserted a clause In all 4 per cent mortgages which
compels the borrower to pay an Increased rate la
the event of a mortgage tax. or making the princi-
pal fall due. The proposed bill willforce borrowersto pay a tax on their debts. Can any party standfor such a tax? A.P. W. Ki.VNAN.

\ice-President Union Dime Savings Institution.
New-York. April4, 1905.

WOULD KAX£ DOUBLE ASSESSMENT.

People Can Call Him More Effec-
tively to Account.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir- There are strong reasons for again amend-

ing the charter by restoring the four-year term of

office for the Mayor, but. on the whole. Ifavor the

two-year term.

Iam well aware that little can be accomplished

in two short years for good as to certa in of the

larger enterprises of city concern. Nevertheless, a

great deal can be effected In that brief period for

good government Ifthe Mayor Is really in earnest

and independent. He can. for Instance make ap-

pointments of head, of department., who wlllnot
merely draw their substantial salaries, but labor

for the city,remain at their posts. personally :super-

vim the work of their subordinates and obey no

outside influent other than that, possibly, of un-

selfish public spirited advisers interested In making

the administration really serve the people. The

Mayor can. furthermore, bring about the removal
of heads of departments who fall to reach the

proper standard of service, and thus require of such

heads the best possible results.
In two years the Mayor and his associates can

thus present an Ideal so high that citlxens generally

will become educated to a proper notion of the

possibilities" of good city government. No successor
administration, no matter how Imperfect «•»*«*•.
willdare to fall entirely below the standard thus

net by a good Mayor. - .
Now.- as to a weak or dishonest Mayor. Such a

one can In two short years do much harm. But he

yearr^e^^^
WSf Sgart^Srtm^tS^aS^J responsibil-
ityin the Mayor The people, accordingly, watch

any may be made effective. Ifhe has done well.
hi wM be continued in office, or. after a short
period of honorable retirement, be recalled to ex-
al

T
Ohl^Sfe^u!kOO

ce
n

mlstakes. it is true, and some-
times do injustice to worthy public servants, but
not often or for long. They appreciate clean pub-

lic service, especially if it is brave and vigorous

ac well, and they condemn mediocrity and insin-
te

There is always a strong opposition press There
are critical civic bodies and alert Individual citi-
zens to guard the peoples rights and to call our
chief magistrate to task. Ifhe falls to be Mayor,

OrOn° the^wiioie. 'as
i
I
r
nave said. 1 favor the right

of the people effectively to call their Mayor to ac-
count at short inter va,ls.

Consider the effect of frequent elections, even
on the Mayor's subordinates. May we not. for in-
stance have cleaner streets between now and Elec-
tion \u25a0Day, simply because Election Day is near at

hand? On that day wo shall again determine un-
der what theory of municipal government the citi-
zens desire the streets to be cleaned— whether under
machine rule, for the benefit of a machine or
"system." or under non-partisan rule, for the bene-
fit of the entire city.

Does it not seem to you that If the election were
two years off our streets might be buried beneath
accumulated filth and the debris of fallen tenement
houses? It does sometimes to me.

msmcaLFRBD W. HINRICH3.
York. April 1. 1903.

MAYOR SHOULD HAVE FOUR YEAR TERM.
To the Mttflr Ofl The Trl'.Kinp.

Sir: Ideem it highly advisable, from the ex-
p< items that Ihave had with the various city ad-
ministrations, that the Mayor's term should be re-
stored to four years. My reason for this belief 1»
not In any way new or original. In fact. It is the
one which has continuously been urgfd In support
of a longer term, namely, that no Mayor under
the present restrictions of the charter can initiate
or carry out any large improvements or better-
ments in the city's service before he I<* forced to
enter upon a campaign for his re-election.

ROSALIE LOEW WHITNEY.
NVw-York. April 1. 190i.

DEFENDS MR. ROCKEFELLER'S GIFTS.
To the Kdit'Tsi The New-York Tribune.

Sir: Iam a life member of the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Idepre-
cate the agitation over the giltof Mr. Rockefeller.
Who among us Is perfect? V.'ho among us la
worthy to give of our substance unto the Lord?
The difference between donors is only a difference
of degree. Some are nobler In their methods of
acquiring, some less noble. Measured by the l>l-
vlne standard It is not untrue that no gift ts abso-
lutely untainted. Ido not mean by this that all
money is unrighteously acquired. Granting, for
the sake of argument, that Mr. Rockefeller Is a
conspicuously selfish acquirer of wealth, if we are
to take money only from those whose worldly
goods have been absolutely righteously secured
the amount accepted by benevolent Institutions (by
ohurchos ul»o> will be small, indeed. Ifof any size
at all.
Ithas not been proved, anyway, by legal process,

that Mr. Rockefeller Is pursuing a business th.it L.
as bud as charged. rtlve him the henertt of the
doubt. Ithink the American board is Justtn>d in
accepting the gift. It is well that Mr. Rockefeller
has the disposition he has to yield a portlun of hu
wealth to the Improvement o* his kind at home and
abroad. ALEXANDER ALISON.

New-Tork City. April 2. lsx^.

FOR THE MENINGITIS COMMISSION.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: a. B. 8.. of Lyons. N. V.. in a letter to The
Tribune on May a. 190«, referred to two cases of
spotted fever In that region—two In one household—
in th* epidemic of 1572. Tho letter, in view of tne
present disagreement among the doctors as to the
best mode of treatment. Is (specially interesting In
regard to the cases referred to th« writer said: "One
was a «Irlof seventeen, who was treated by one of
the best phjrslclana !n town. The other was a
woman over sl*ty. who refused to have a doctor,
and we gave her a sweat, using hot bricks rolled
In wet cloths. Her attaok waa very severe, but she
recovered, and »lved several years, and that with-
out any sequence of the dtaease. The girl died.
There were many others whoa« lives were saved by

sweating. Where a sweat was given promptly tits
patient's life was saved. In the appendix of th«
American Encyclopaedia there Is an article r-aspotted fever as it prevailed !n or near Boston
about one hundred years ago. That article stated
that when the patient had a sweat he lived,and laevery case died under other treatment."Experience has always been the best teacher, andwhile one might not care to recommend th* treat-
ment referred to. in view of the fact that the medi-
cal profession seems to bu at a loss how to dealwith the present outbreak of cerebro-splnal men-ingitis, the facts stated seem at least worthy of
consideration by the commission which la making
a study of the disease.

—
» *

New-Tork. April 1. 1905.

SHOUT TERM FOR MAYOR.

Mr Newhub— What's this you've been trying to

Mr» Newhub (dolefuMy)-Ancel cake, but It
W

Mr
<1

Newhub~Abl a fallen angel cake. eh?-(Phtl-
adelyhia Press

Fnterprlse.— fellow, leaning against the
signpost over there," said a hypercritical guest. "Is
bonstinir that he is the most enterprising man in
town Tie has been drinking. IJudge."

'•Yai'f' nonchalantly replied the landlord of the
Polkville (Ark.) tavern. Be 'most generally has.
That's Rod. rick Dhu »wlggs. When a common,
everyday man drinks too much too long, he Is liable
to see a few snakes and such trifles, but the tost
time Roderick Dhu Bwlggshad the delirium tremens
he beheld a procession of sixteen hundred and nine

red irecse and ganders paradtn' past him, and every

worm* carried a parasol, and every gander was
amoltin' Icigarette; and if that .enterprise.

Idknow what you would call It. -(Puck.

Scotland Is worked up over the new Table o!

Precedence recently published in "The London

Gazette." The new tabje definitely settles the vexed
question of precedence as between the peers of
England and Scotland, and orders that even In

Scotland Scottish peers shall walk behind a peer

of England of equal rank. The new order, though

strictly based upon Section 23 of the Treaty of

Union has given offence In Scotland, one of the
Scottish papers making this comment: "Surely in

their own country our old nobility ought to have
precedence of foreigners." Another, still more
angry remarks: "Scotland has received many a
nasty slap in the face since Great Britain began

to be spelled 'England/ but surely for cool. In-
sulting impertinence this Is unbeatable. Truly. It
is time we had home rule."

THE FALLEN STAR.
[Old tall hats, it Is stated, are being utted by East

End eoptfrmongers as donkeys' nosebags. )

Battered and broken, faded, torn
—

My days of fashion dead-
Behold mo 'neath a donkey's nose.

Instead of on his head.
Half-filled with damp, inferior hay.. 1 play a lowly part
Ah travelling- commissariat to

A private ass and cart.
Perched on a spruce, pomaded head

1 used to raise a laugh.
And now in these my humbler days
Istill am given chaff.

But) still, It's comforting to know.
Although my looks are. gone,

I'm not as empty as Iwas
When master had me on!

—(London Globe.

A retort of the Japanese. Minister to Germany to

Count yon Billow is going the rounds of diplomatic
society in Berlin. The German Chancellor, who
occasionally indulges in light 'banter, spoke to th*
Japanese diplomat at a recent dinner in this gay
fashion: "'You know. Count Inouye, that we Ger-
mans are beginning to be quite inordinately proud
of the Japanese. You are the most apt pupils we
have ever had. You have gathered from us your
tactics, your strategy Is also German, and so is
your artillery. Nearly all your doctors have studied
in Germany, you have imitated us by inaugurating

a social democratic movement In Japan." "Most
true, Coua,t yon Billow," replied the Japanese Min-
ister, "but there Is one thing we do not share with
you.

"
"What Is that?" rashly asked the German

Chancellor. "Why. the fear of Russia," dexterously
rejoined the diplomat.

\

The I>ukf> of Fife's mansion in Fortman Square.
I-ionrton, where King Kdward was recently enter-
tained, was formerly occupied by M. Otho. the
French Minister to England at tha time of the
Peace of Amiens. Of course, the embassy was 11-
taminated In honor of the occasion. Trouble b«gan

In the exhibition on the embassy facade of the word
"Concord." It was some time before the Lon-
don School Board, and the man In the. sUSSI read
•\u25a0Concord" an "conquered." and gave practical ex-
pression to his patriotic feelings. So "Concord"
was taken down, and "Amltie"' put up In its place.
That Kpelt disaster, for the mob read it aa "En-
mity,"and the embassy narrowly escaped destruc-
tion.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Commissioner Keating seems to think that the

law forces htm to be blind in one eye and not see
out of the othf-r, and give a license to run an
employment agency to the wife of a had charac-

ter as soon as he is forced to revoke the license

of the husband. What does the Mayor think
Hl>OUt it?

Explosions in coal mines have been lamen-

tably frequent within the last few months, and

rot all of them can be attributed to "the act of

God." Humnn carelessness Is the cause of such
calamities oftener than an inscrutable Prov-

idence.

The work of taking the first sanitary census
of the city of New-York was begun by Health
Commissioner Darlington and his 150 doctors
Wednesday. Fuch a census, carefully taken,

ought to throw much lightupon the city's sani-

tary condition and make possible a systematic

warfare upon disease InIts strongholds.

The discovery of a new nebula in the Milky

Way in the region near Sagittarius is timely.

Harvard's new telescope, the largest in the
world in aperture, is nearly ready to be turned

skyward.

Some builders are strangely careless in pil-

ing up masses of heavy stuff at a considerable
height in new structures. FOrtunately only-

one workman was injured by the fall of the

heap of material in the building at Central

Park West and N»th-st. What is more certain

than that builders should be held to a closer
accountability In such cases?

In spite of all cocksure prophecies nnd ver-

dicts, it will probably take another two years

to determine just what Chicago's election

meant.

The ntrtmrg I>Ml looking to the relegation of

New-York's Board of Aldermen to Nirvana, or

at least to some form of innocuous desuetude.
!s making progress at Albany. The idea is not

without attractiveness to New- Yorkers familiar

with the achievements, and particularly the

lack of achievements, of that singular body of

supposed municipal lawmakers.

than that of Philadelphia, and we are, happily.

free from the alley. For ordinary houses and
business blocks our lots are none too deep, but
when it comes to building tenement nouses.
perhaps a 75-foot lot would l>e better than
a 100-foot lot. commissions have hitherto re-
ported 011 the harm done by our narrow lot

unit and contrasted our flat and tenement

houses with those of Paris, where, we believe,

the unit i« about thirty-five feet. Obviously

the mere widening of the lot unit would make

no difference, for either Hie lots would t>e split

for separate buildings, or houses would have

such interior arninu'ement «* to *!*• the least
possible street front for a required floor spuee.

If. however, the lots were shallow, then. In or-
der to secure the necessary srooni to rent, build-
ers would have to string their apartment* along

the street, with good light at front and rear,

instead Of stringing them through the block
with the least access to outer air that the law
will permit. Probably the best thing that Phil-
adelphia can do with her big blocks in the tene-

ment house districts is to cut streets through

them, and it might be well for our own au-
thorities to keep an eye on those districts of

The Bronx which are going directly from fields

to tenement houses, and. if necessary, change

a street plan which contemplated « different
sort of improvement. We should not continue

to build the deep and narrow tenement house in

new settlements, even in conformity with the
present law. That law was made to meet
street conditions in the older part of the city

which cannot be changed, and simply makes

the best of Ibad situation. Where we start
from the beginning we should so plot out our
land on which tenement houses are to lie built

that it will not be necessary to have deep, nar-
row yards, but that houses willbe at most not

more than three rooms deep. That means giv-

ing :i somewhat larger proportion of the land

to street area, but this crowded city need not
fear having too much street and too little brick

covered space.

.STREET PLASB AND TENEMENT 90U8E8.
A curious illustration of the way "time makes

ancient good uncouth" is to be found in the
tenement house districts of Philadelphia. That
city Is well known for the great depth of its
blocks. William Pens In laying itout planned
to give each house ample grounds, :so as to
•give place to gardens . . . such as might bo
"a green country towue which might never be
"burnt and might always be wholesome." It
was a beautiful plan for a city of spacious in-
dividual homes, but. with the change of con-
ditions and the growth of tenement house areaa
in which all avuilable space is devoted to build-
ing, this street system is found to foster the
worst sort of sanitary and social conditions.
In the current number of "Charities" Miss
Emily Wayland Dinwiddie, who, in ll"03, under
leave of absence from the New-York Tenement
House Department, carried ou for a Philadel-
phia committee an investigation of housing
conditions there, gives an account of her dis-
coveries and lays special emphasis on this pha.se
of the situation.

Philadelphia has long enjoyed a good repu-
tation regarding the homes of its poor people.
The ratio of freeholders to population is large,
and the great tenement houses which so trouble
New-York philanthropists do not prevail there.
But Instead there is something quite as bad, the
tumbled-down structure hidden in the middle
of the block, without plumbing, sewerage or
adequate water supply. The old rookeries are
the curse of Miiladelphla. The large blocks are
cut up by alleys, and back out of sight, behind
business blocks, or even good residences, are
unsanitary tenements crowded together with
the narrowest courts, often lighted only on
one alley side, where tuberculosis and typhoid
flourish and decent privacy and cleanliness are
impossible. I" some cases the only light or
ventilation comes from a three-foot alley, and
it is necessary *« use artificial light at all times
These pest holes are not merely a menace to
their own inhabitants, but to the whole pity.
for there Is no doubt that disease can be car-
ried from reeking sinks and overflowed sewers
by flies ami i»other ways to the markets, bake-
siiops and houses which are often close. t>eslde
them. Tilass conditions may help to account
for the high typhotd rate In Philadelphia.

The typical New-York block is much smaller

On its face the suit left the Individual land-
holders no better off than they were before,
except for the thanks of the commonwealth
which had profited by their experiment. But
as a matter of fact, the Supreme Court's ver-
dict has led the North Carolina Legislature to
offer a new adjustment. Fearing, perhaps, that
more bonds given to States would have to be
redeemed with interest, the legislature has
agreed to pay $215,000 to extinguish the out-
standing debt, allowing nothing for interest
that hns accrued. This offer is likely to be ac-
cepted. Inasmuch as it reimburses bondholders
who have no power to enforce payment for
their own benefit. At the same time North
Carolina relieves itself of obligations which, if
held and recovered on by other States, would
make necessary an outlay of 1690,000; The liti-
gation thus dosed appears, therefore, to have
had a practical value In compelling a State to no-
tice claims against which It thought itself legal-
ly protected. Happily, the days of debt scaling
in this country are over. The States nowadays
are both able and willing to satisfy all their
just obligations. Rut North Carolina's recent
experience suggests that, even if a common-
wealth's sense of honor does not prompt it to
pay its creditors, a way can still be found to
prod Itinto recognizing that honesty is the best
and cheapest policy.

BVIXQ A SOVEREIGX STATE.
A new way has apparently been found tocompel a State to pay its debts. I'nder thefederal Constitution, as originally adopted theSupreme Court was authorized to try. in addi-

tion to suits to which the United States wasitself a party, suits -between tww or more"States, between a State and citizens of an-
other State, between citizens of different
"States, between citizens of the same State"Claiming lands under grants of different States
"and between a State, or the citizens thereof,
"and foreign States, citizens or subjects." Bat
the latitude of this grant of jurisdiction was
soon objected to by the champions of Staterights. They insisted that the power to sue a
State should be abridged, and by the Eleventh
Amendment, ratified in 17f»N. it was declared
that no State should be compelled to defend a
suit brought against It by citizens of another
State, or by alien citizens or subjects. Protect-
ed by this amendment States have from time.
to time scaled or repudiated their deb^s. and
holders of bonds, if citizens of other States or
aliens, have been debarred from redress through
federal action.

Not long ago an ingenious attempt wns made
to get around the Eleventh Amendment and to
accomplish what itplumply forbids by Indirec-
tion. The State of North Carolina issued in
1800 some bonds to aid in the construction of
the Western North Carolina Railroad. Some
years later the State Legislature "readjusted"
this debt, offering to compromise with the bond-
holders. A large part of the issue was taken
np on the State's terms. But certain owners
held out for a redemption at face value. They
could not personally bring North Carolina Into
court, but they conceived the idea of present-
ing ten of the outstanding bonds to the Univer-
sity of South Dakota, a State institution. South
Dakota thereupon brought suit in the United
States Supreme Court to recover the face value
of the bonds, with interest. The case was hotly
argued, but the Supreme Court finally gave a
verdict Against North Carolina. Issuing a Judg-
ment inSouth Dakota's favor for $27,400. This
Judgment was to be satisfied by January 1.
I!XC>. But a stay was afterward granted until
the first Monday in April. On Saturday, April
1, the Attorney General of North Carolina
deposited a check for $'.27,400 with the clerk
of the Supreme Court, and the litigation was
ended.

slrability of checking or limiting this excessive
inflow from tbe Mediterranean basin. In tbe
hist Congress an attempt was made to amend
the law by prescribing a certain maximum of
admissions, not to lw exceeded in any year by
any one country. It was suggested that 7."t.000
or «x),<mh> would be Ifair maximum allowance.
Hut no actlM whs taken, and the total immigra-

tion from Austrla-Htmgiiry. Italy and Russia
this ye:ir willevidently outrun lust y«ar'K figures.
Newcomers of these nationalities nre least
adapted to ready aaaJaiflattMi Into the body
politic, ami there seems to be BO good reason for
encouraglac tin ir importation ben In such un-
wieldly musses. Italy. Austria-Hungary and
Russia would alone be affected by this limited
entry j.ian. The Immigration figures tar itM>.vo»;

willprobably emphasize the need of such a clog,
and Congress may more easily be p* rsuaded to
put tliN new tttd simple restriction into practice.

The Immigration Bureau has another excellent
plan on foot for minimising the evils of the pres-
ent system of unlimited entry. It wants to
divert a part of the stream «f transatlantic im-
migration to New-Orleans, relieving New- York
to some extent of the congestion from which it
now suffer*. Foreign colonies here are more a
menace than a beneiit; but the South is in actual
need of Immigration and would profit by the
introduction of a white labor element willing to
turn to agriculture. It Is hope.! to make New-
Orleans an entry port for much of this Southern
European business and to accustom the newer
arrivals to the idea of cutting loose from the re-
tarding and demoraHxtng associations of city
colonies. Ifimmigration can be diffused, one
of its most sorioiiK inconveniences can be cured,
and the work of Americanizing the newcomercan be done with greater expedition and fewerhindrances.

THE ESQISKER OS THE C.4YA/,.

Itis refreshing to "note how a man who is

master of a subject can with a few pertinent

words dl«p*l the hate of doubt and controversy

with which Ithas been obscured by those whose
knowledge of Itis Imperfect This was done by

Mr Wallace, the chief engineer of the Panama

Canal and now one of the executive members

of th» Cantl Commission, in the brief Interview

with him which we published yesterday, and

was done In a way that will cause reflective

waders to feel profound satisfaction in the fact

that Mr. Wallace is to have so much to do with

the construction of the canal and so large a
share indeciding all questions concerning it.

One pointupon which he touched was that of
the general plan of the canal, whether tide level
or high leveL There has been an outcry raised
against the former plan, based chiefly upon the

fact that tho tide in the Pacific rises at times

ten feet above and falls ten feet below the level
of the Caribbean. That, some have said, would
require the construction of tide locks, or else
there would be a perfectly irresistible and de-
structive torrent rushing to and fro In the canal

at every tide—a regular Niagara millrace. Not
at all, gays Mr. Wallace. Of course, we can
have a tide lock, but there is really no need of
Itfor the canal willbe forty-seven miles long,

and that difference of height willbe distributed
evenly along that distance. Really, a fall of
ten feet la forty-seven miles isn't exactly tor-
rential inIts velocity. ItIs only a fraction over
two and a half Inches to the mile, and we
shouldn't be- astonished to learn that there are

natural rivers, easily navigable in both direc-
tions, which Lave a greater fall than that. As
a matter of fact. Itwould be an eminently de-
sirable thing to have a gentle current flowing
through the canal. In alternating directions, for
sanitary purpo*l**- As to its proving an ob-
stacle to commerce or destructive to the banks
of the canal, such fears may be dismissed. We
really owe Mr. Wallace a debt of gratitude for
calling attention to that point, which ought to

have been perfectly obvious to everybody, but
which people without number appear to have
overlooked— chiefly, we suppose, because it was
so simple.

Mr. Wallace, with the assured authority of the
"man on the spot" who knows, also disposes of
the notorious ("hagres River bogie. As we have
hitherto pointed out, the Chagres may be a seri-
ous and as yet unsolved problem for a high
level canal, but itis an easy one for the sea level
.-•ana!. That is because with the former plan
that tumultuous and obstreperous stream must
Im» Impounded and kept in control in an arti-
ficial lake for supplying the high levels with
water, while with the m-h level canal there is no
need of any such water supply, and all that is
to be done Is to turn the river into a new chan-
nel, away from the line of the canal, and bid it
so its own devious and unfragrant way. Mr.
Wallace, Investigating with a thoroughness
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niece, the Countess of Eases. InEngland, and an-
other niece, formerly Mrs. Arthur Padelford andnow the Viscountess Gaston d* Breteull. la Paris.

The German Ambassador and Baroness Hamburg
arrive In town to-day from Washington, and win
be at the Cambridge for a few days.

Among those who sailed yesterday for Europe
were the Count and Countess de I-i«s!cr-Vi::a-a.Mr. and Mrs. Lucius K. Wllmerding. Jr., who wer*married last week, and Miss Emily Stuart Taylor.

PERSONAL NOTES FROM WASHINGTON.
IrnOMTillTRIBUTE BCMAU.I

Washington. April 1 Mail Marian Bell, whoa*.m.rriasr,. to Professor David Falrchlld will takeplace on April26. entertained a party of girlfriendsinformally at luncheon to-day. Mrs. Gardiner a.Hubbard. grandmother of Miss Bell, has opened
her country home. Twin Oaks, and the weddl-Bwill take place there in the early afternoon and ha
followed by * reception.

Edward C O'Brien, of New-York, recently aa-pointed Minister to Uruguay, left Washington thisafternoon and will sail Saturday for hi.-, pan.Eduardo Aceredo Ma*. Minister from Uruguay.gave a luncheon to-day In honor of Mr o Briea.The other guests were Richard Cutt» Shannon endPedro Requena Bermudez. secretary of the Uru-
guayan Legation.

Mrs. Fairbanks is at Old Point Comfort. Va.. re.
cuperatin? from the fatigue of the winter season,
and will remain until April 15.

Justice and Mrs. Day are entertaining Mrs. L*.
ther Day and Mlsis Carnigan.

Mr?. Dewey. Mrs. Chaffee. Mrs. Hitchcock andMrs. Cortelyou are on the Invitation committee, an*
expect to be present at the luncheon to be given
to-morrow at the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion for the benefit of the new building.
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre LorIliard entertained dinnerguests this evening. «
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Layng. jr.. of New-York,

are visiting Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Spencer.
Mrs. McKee and her son. Benjamin, closed their

visit to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lee to-day and re-
turned to New-York, where Mr*. McKee has art
apartment. Benjamin McKee is attending tn»
preparatory school at Pomfret. Conn., and will es-
ter Yale in the fall. Mary Lodge McKee, who was
a baby when she visited her grandfather. Presi-
dent Harrison, at 'the White House, is now a
student at Northampton. Mass.

Brigadier General Theodore A. Binghara. retired;
who is on a visit to this city, called on a number
of friends at the War Department to-day.

Postmaster General Cortelyou has been made the
first honorary member of the American Cham&ei
of Commerce recently organized in Naples.

Oeorg" fie Forest Grant's funeral will take place

to-morrow morning from his house in Orumercy

Park, where he lived for so many years with his

brother. Suydam Grant, a bachelor like himself. He
was ono of the oldest and moat popular members

of the I'ninn Club, which willbe represented at his

funeral. His death places in mourning not only a
number of people in this country, but likewise his

News comes from Parix of the engagement of the

Count de Beam, Princ » de Chilals. to Mile. d'Amll-
ly, daughter of the Count and Counters d'Amilly,

the former being a well known member of the
Jockey Club and owner of a fine chateau in the
Eure et Loire. M. de Beam was until a few weeks
ago an attache of the French tmbussy at Wash-
ington, and during the winter was a familiar tig-

ur« to New- York society. His fiancee 1* family Is

an offshoot of the old Norman house of Langlois.

She is an heiress.

Mrs. Adolf Lndenbur* has taken a house in Lon-
don Jor the reason. She is stlil at her hunting
lodge in Ireland.

Mrs. John Jacob Astor has left London for Carls-
tad, after picking her son at school in Epgland.

She will return to London for the season.
'

Mrs. Clarence Markay will ri\ iinn»r.
followed by musk-, at Harbor Hill, her pla< c at

Roslyn. Long Island, on Saturday. April15. for her

mother-in-law. Mrs. John W. Mackay. ami the

Prim-ens rol.mna. who are due here on Thursday.

Mrs. James K. Martin, who leaves town at the

end of the- month for her country place at Great
Neck. Long Island, gave a large card part* yester-
day afternoon at her house in sth-ave. Among

those present were Mrs. Henry I*Burnett. Mrs. F.

McNeil Bacon, Lady Maitland. Mrs. John K. Roose-

velt and Miss Marguerite Pierson. as well as Mrs.

James E. Martin. jr.

Mrs. John E. Cowdln. Mrs. Trenor I. Park. Mrs.

C. C. Worthington. Mis* Laura Post and Mrs.

Howard Mansfield are the patronesses of an •Rter
-

tainmont to be given in behalf of the East Third
Street Music School Settlement, in the form of the
production at the Hudson Theatre, this afternoon,

of Browning's "Plot in the 'Scutcheon." under the

direction of Mrs*. S. Powell I*Moyne.

Mr.and Mrs. I.evlP. Morton and Mt«Mary Mor-

ton have abandoned their intention of .spending the

summer abroad, and wi!l «ail from Europe early

next month. Immediately on th»r arrivn! here
they will go to their place at Rrrtnebec*-on-th#-
Hudson.
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