
Compared with some of the swift liners which
have been coming to New-York for several
years, these two shins will not appear to the
uninitiated to lie at all remarkable. They are,
nevertheless. One of them, the Virginian, has
already crossed the ocean mure quickly than
tbe older ships of the same company, and the
Other willsoon do equally well. Though smaller
than tlx- monster Baltic, of the White Star Line,
ilj.-y are practically her equals In speed. Just
now it must be remembered that the fancy of
steamship onuer* is turning toward economy
:ni«i the comfort of the passengers rather than
record breaking performances. Tbe engines of
ill*I»eutschland were designed to develop 30..'***horsepower, thos» of the Kaiser Wilbelm II
4".O00. and the Virginian's only 12.000. Inorder
Is travel at the rate of 211*4 knots therefore, the
two v*?«<*lfc firstnamed must burn at least three
tinwis as touch coal as the vessel which has" just
arrived at Halifax; and it is doubtful if they
<an carry a dozen more passengers or a ton
more ol freight Itis not unlikely thatIslight
saving in fuel will lie effected by the adoption
of th« turbine type of engine, but for the pres-
ent that possibility may be ignored.

Finally, the total absence of vibration in ships
thus propelled is certain to render them dis-
tinctly more attractive to travellers than those
in tvhirlithe onsissstsßg engine hi employ.-d. By

Hi* introduction of a eseJßtarheJeaee the old
typo of engine linn hem poraoptmy improved,
Tlj«* latest «!unard steamship to visit America.
Hi* reruiila. represents the latest advances
whicn haTo been msd« in that direction; but it- -

/

UQYiriCAXT TESTS OF TURBINES.
Tbe Virginian, the second turbine steamship

best for the transatlantic merchant service,
Msned her maiden voyage last Friday, reach-
He; Halifax from Morille in a little more than
fir end a balf days. She made a better record
tm speed than her sister ship, the Victorian,
Wdt preceded her by a fortnight Although
De heavy weather was encountered, the pioneer
ts«£cl averaged only 13*4 knots, whereas the
Virginian averaged 15.1. Ifallowance be made
fbr s\etnnflrin by \u25a0tonne and tog, itis said that
the tatter should be credited -withmaking 15.7
knots fia bow. Barely does a steamship show
the best pae* ofwhich she is capable until after
•No has made three or four trips. In spite of
Che nicest adjustments of her shaft bearings,
a little wear is usually required to permit the
engines to do their beet Temporary trouble is
sometimes experienced with new boilers, too,

so that they are unable to generate as much
•team as they are designed to furnish. ItIs
\u25a0aid that the Victorian's boilers suffered awhile
from what is known toengineers as "priming."
For these and other reasons, therefore, tbe re-
cent additions to the Allan Line may be ex-
pected to develop nearly 17 knots regularly a
few weeks hence. On their trials they both
made short runs at tt^ior 20 knots, though
they are not designed long to maintain such a
speed.

ABILITY OF WARSHIPS.
Some comment is provoked by the circum-

stance that the British Admiralty, In its reor-
ganization of the navy, is petting rid of a lot
of ships which are no longer regarded as effi-
cient, and has actually sold thirty-one of them
for mere fractious of their original cost. The
chronic objectors to reasonable equipments for
national defence affect to see in this a crushing
condemnation of the whole naval policy. Itis a
monstrous thing, they say, to spend millions of
dollars in building ships which a score of years
hence may have to be sent to the Junk yard or
sold for 5 per cent of their cost, and itis some-
thing which nobody actuated by sound business
principles should tolerate for a moment.

The fact is that such discarding of obsolete
gulps is the application of sound business meth-
ods to government The British Admiralty is
doing nothing more than innumerable great
business concerns are continually doing. Every
well managed railroad, for example, is frequent-
ly sending long trains of cars and engines to the
scrap yard. They may not have been Inuse as
long as these discarded ships, but they are
either worn out or for some reason are no longer
serviceable, and they must be sacrificed and re-
placed with newer equipment The cable roads
in this city had been In use only a few years
when they were torn up and transformed into
electric lines. The cable systems were not worn
out, but engineering progress bad made them
obsolete. Many a manufacturing concern has
torn out and sold for scrap steel elaborate ma-
chine plants which had scarcely more than got
Into good running order, simply because some
improved device had been invented wjii.-h it
must adopt at once ifIt was to keep up with Its
rivals. That Is the recognized and essential
order of things in business life. Why should
there he objection to business principles in gov-
eminent?

Our modern ships do not last as long as the
•\u25a0iiij'K of a century ago did, simply because tbeprogress of invention ami improvement is much
more rapid than then. The sta^'e coach of a ceo-

FEQBTATIOX OX MARS.

A brief dispatch from Flagstaff, Ariz., says
that an astronomical observer there has detected
a change of tint ina region on the planet Mars
known as the Mare Erytbrseum. This, like the
other so-called seas on that body, has hitherto
had a bluish-green color, but a few days ago
Mr.Lampland noticed that ithad turned brown.
No similar alteration elsewhere is reported, but
the accuracy of the observation may be taken
for granted, at least provisionally. The observa-
tory from which the announcement emanates
was established by Mr.Percival Lowell mainly
for the study of the member of the solar system

whose orbit lies next outside that of the earth.
The latter overtakes Itsneighbor on the celestial
racetrack once in about two years, and they will
cross the line together on May 8. Mars will
then be "inopposition to the sun." During the
few weeks preceding and following such an oc-
casion tbe planet is always advantageously situ-
ated for scrutiny. Atmany places besides Flag-
staff, therefore. It is now the object of much at-
tention.

When examined with a email glass or no In-
strument at all, Mars has an orange hue, which
accounts for its being named after the god of
war and for the familiarappellation, "the ruddy
planet." In a large telescope Its surface is seen
to be divided Into two differently colored areas.One, the larger, has the characteristic reddish
tint, shading off into yellow, light brown and
even pink here and there, while the other is ofa generally bluish-green color, but with local
variations in intensity and also a disposition toappear gray inplaces. For many years astron-
omers thought the yellow area to be land and
the bluish-gray one water. Of late the latter sup-
position has been less confidently held. There if*
some hesitation, too, about believing tbe largo
gray patches seen on the continent, called
"lakes" long ago, to be such. The faint, narrow
gray lines, which Schiaparelli designated
•'canals" (for lack of a better term), usually
overlie the yellow regions, but a few have been
reported from the seas as well. Another reason
for doubt Is found In the fact that when tho
light of Mars is examined with a polariscope it
does nor-betray evidence of having undergone a
certain change which would be caused by reflec-
tion from a water surface. To both of these ob-jections fairly satisfactory answers can befound, but the facts have served to modify the
earlier theories concerning the darker areas onthe planet.

Whatever may be the truth regarding them,
tie belief that the yellow region is land remainspractically unshaken, and conjecture has beenbusy with the nature of the surface there seen.The resemblance in color to a sandy desert hasImpressed many shrewd observers, while othershave been alert to the possibility that they might
be looking upon tracts which were covered withripe grass or other vegetation. Much diversityof opinion on this point still exists, but thatforests or prairies or both cover a large part ofthe planet is not deemed incredible. Ifthere isa limited supply of water, and rain is almostunknown, there would be a better case for sandban for plant life; but otherwise faith In tieatter seems rational, so long as the ve-etatien

vaUoTl^
*°
f
"lldMdnOt a P-du^fTtil-f / * phenomeno "

recently observed at"•SBttff may be interpreter! ta more wa/S7han
explanation has something to commend it Th*season ,n that hemisphere of Mars where the
FeS ™S UOtiCed i9sald to 'on-es/oud toFebruary or very early spring. A transformationfrom green to brown an the earth would be m renatural in the autumn, but it would be h.Judiciou* to Insist on a close conformity ter-restrial usage: The notion that the Mare Err-thraeum is covered with. growth that Ms Z'dereon, v

h
C!,ange of C°lor iS m°re P^-ible Cva belief that a portion of the bed of a shallow

ac^fr^cana^^^^t-of vegetation made possible bylnSSta^SSof some kind which are raised for the nourish™nt of intelligent creatures not diff^ugSiy from mankind. Tbl,doctrine, fascinating aBa BitIs to the imagination, imposes a heavier taxon the reason than the supposition that thereare native forests and prairies on Mars Fewastronomers are yet ready to accept itConserva-tive experts declare that adequate proof of theexistence of such inhabitants as Mr.Lowellas.signs to the ruddy planet Is still lacking. Some
of them regard the markings In question whichare exceedingly faint, as optical illusions, andsome are frank enough to say that they can
find no satisfactory theory at all. As yet MrLowell has not convinced the world. Perhapsnew lighton this problem will be obtained this
spring, although the approaching opposition Is
not quite so favorable as willbe the oppositions
of 1907 and 1900.

been secured for that abominable scheme. They

are a long way from the place where thousands
of lovely trees were deliberately destroyed Just
to save a little work in railroad building, and
where itIk at this moment proposed to destroy

a charming bit of park to make a storage yard
for earn. They are a long way from the commu-
nities which permitted the Irreparable spoliation

of the Palisades, from the scene of Pallas's
fence horrors, from the whole region where the
fairest rural scenery is distipiired with giant
proclamations of pills and corsets and all man-
ner of catchpenny fakes. The Victoria Falls are
far larger and more magnificent than Niagara,
but in a still more marked degree does the
enlightened spirit of those who have the cus-
tody of them surpass that of those to whom tlie
wonders and tlie noauties of this Western world
have been intrusted.

IN CHICAGO.
Wh*shluVar"d° nO rU

°****thlnk that they

Well arts* Inour might
And we'll tell of th*alight

To the Mayor.
When the quarter we've gotten in chance Isn'tgood. ~"~

Inpetition wf>'!l Join
For reliable coin

To too Mayor.
ItIs going to take a strong man and a stayer

To be Mayor.
*

Ifthe careless conductor steps hard on your feetYou .-an send in th« bill
For chiropodist skill

To th** Mayor.
Ifthe motorraun Jounces you Into a seat

The pl.inIs Is* same.
'

Your redr«>B-4 you must claimFrom th« Mayor.
Of all kinds of woe you must be an alUyer

Ifyou're Mayor.

Ifthey carry you past where yon want to g«t oS
Back on board you can get
And expre*« your regret

To th • Mayor
And th. magnates nt whom we delighted to scoff

Bach will*ay "Iam ickul—
Though at tir»f Iwas sad-

I'm not Mayor."
For*Jjan must *• wiser than any soothsayer

To b*Mayor. -<Washington Star.

The Kansas papers, discussing rural love, relates
a homely Idyl,such as Theocritus never sang, about
a love affair "Oklahoma Dave" Payne once had.
Payne lived on a farm when a boy. and his raiment
consisted of a linsey sack with holes for his head
and arms. He was deeply in love with a neighbor
farm girl. One evening he went over and sparked
th* girl while she was milking the "cow. She sat
on one side of the cow and he squatted on the other
so he could look her In the eye while she milked.
Dave felt his love for the girl growing rapidly. It
affected the boy in a peculiar way. Something
warm would chase Itself up and down his spinal
column. Itwas a new sensation, and in hi* Inex-
perience he was sure It waa love. Just when tha
sensation was the greatest the girl remarked:
"Davl*. the calf Is chewing the back out of your
sack."

Gaston's Point of View.— "2* American, ah man
dteu, he ias a ver funny man. He know nothing but
ze dollar. He have no love of beauty or art. He
do not eomprenz."

"What's on your mind. Gaston?"
"To-day 1see a beautiful lady. cl*valr. dtsOngua,

magnifeecent. Shu Is with a man. an American.
Iro to him. Isay. 'Pardon, monsieur, what is ze
lady's name?' The gentleman he «ay: That's my
business!' Bah! Beesness, beesness. all de tim«.
He was a rude man."— (Cincinnati Commercial
Tribune.

"On* morning whil* out making calls the two
doctors met. Dr. Kelley having one of his patients
riding with him. Dr. Brown, the other physician,
saluted him with: 'Ah. good morning doctor; Isee
you take your patients to ride.'"

'I'es.' said the other. 'Isee Qrtggs takes yours.*

"Griges was the undertaker."

A Boston spinster owns a dog.
One of those hi^h toned "towsers."

That's so well bred and nice. 'Us said,
H*never pants— ha "trousers."

—(Philadelphia Post.

Mr. Balfeur's affectation of ignorance of what
the House of Commons Is about reminds a corre-
spondent of "The London Chronicle" of the manner
in which Lord North was wont to treat his col-
leagues. Colonel Barre, who held a brief for th*
British navy. opened a debate on his favorite sub-
ject one night. "Idare say." said Lord North to a
friend, "he'll give us our naval history from the
beginning, not forgetting Sir Francis Drake and
the Armada. Allthis Is nothing to me. so let me
sleep on, and wake me when we come near to our
own times." His friend, acting on his Instructions,
awoke him at what he took to be the right moment.
"Where are we?" exclaimed th* Prime Minister.
"At the battle of La Hogue. my lord." "My dear
friend." protested Lord North, "you have wok* ma
a century too soon!" On another occasion a mem-
ber pointed scornfully to the Inert figure of the
Minister, and exclaimed. "Even now. amid these
perils, the noble lord Is asleep.

'
"Iwish Iwere,"

groaned Lord North.

"A smmtcr of years n&o. whenIlived m TVoburn,
Mass.," said a well known Bostonian the other day.

in "The Boston HeraloV" "a r>r. Keltey resided

thf*« and was the leading physician of the town.
Later there came a young physician who was far
less successful than his neighbor; In fact, h» lost
so many cases that many remarks were made con-
cerning him.

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

ArehWshop Mesmer, ofMilwaukee, has had to ask

police protection against th* Importunities of beg-

gars, following an article ina local newspaper teu-
lngof his liberality as a giver.

Albert Midlane. author of that popular hymn

"There's a Friend for Little Children" and about

a hundred other hymns, is still livingat N«wpor£
Isle of Wight. H*recently celebrated bis eightieth
birthday.

James F. Hyde. City Treasurer of Lincoln. Neb-
probably is the oldest municipal offleer in th« coun-

try who Is actively engaged each day In the per-

formance of bis duties. Mr. Hyde's age Is ninety-

two years, yet each day he appears at his office In

the City Hall, works during his offlce hours and
then departs to take up other work which utilues
hi* time until 6 o'clock. His mind Is as clear and
unclouded as that of many men of fifty.

This year's celebration of Memorial Day InPhila-

delphia, will b« marked by the participation in th*

exercises. In an official capacity, of a Confederate

leader. General Fltxhugh Lee. This willbe the first

time In the history of the Grand Armyin Pennsyl-

vania that a Confederate general has delivered a
Memorial Day oration under the ausplc** of a
Grand Army post. General Lee will b* tha guest

of Colonel William L*Curry Post No. 18.

Glacomo Caponl. dean of the foreign correspond-

ents at Paris, has Just retired. He served th«
"Tribuna" of Rom* ther* for many years.

F. M. CockreU. Jr.. son of ex-Senator CockreH. Is
the Inventor of a sugar cane cutter that promises

to revolutionize the sugar planting industry of th*
South, and at th* same time to make its inventor
a millionaire. His machine will do th* work of
more than a hundred men. Itcuts, strip* and tops

the can* and Is pronounced by experts who have
seen itin operation a wonderful machine, that will
mean as much to the sugar cane industry as did
the cotton gin to tha cotton business.

Mr. AuJten Leigh, an authority on all matters
partainlng to Eton, has discovered that Thomas
Lynch, one of th* signers of the Declaration of In-
dependence, was an Etonian. Perhaps the most
significant fact in connection with this historical
Hum Is that Ktonfans of to-day ar* proud of th*
fact discovered by Mr.Leigh.

PERSONAL.

Superintendent Hopper Is probably waiting

till the weather settles to present his report on

the causes and consequences of recent Build-

ings Department "thaws."

Governor Mickey of Nebraska donned bis over-
alls the other day and proceeded to nail up the

toard fence on bis farm. There is nothing like

c. Governor keeping his "fences" in good repair,

especially in a State which boasts of Farmer

Bryan ss a resident.

We offer sincere congratulations to the "Staats-

Zeltung." which celebrated its seventieth birth-

day yesterday, on the attainment of so ripe an

age Inhonor and prosperity. Our esteemed con-

temporary's influence haa never been confined
to those for whom it Is printed In the German
language. Its appeal Is directly made to a large

number of our best cttiaens. but many others

are always desirous of knowing Us opinions on

important public questions. It has faithfully

and effectively served innumerable good causes,

and abundantly deserves the cordial expressions

of respect which Us anniversary is evoking.

Professors Guthrl* and Stewart, of the Lnl-

versity of Chicago, say they have restored dead

cat. and does to lifeby heart massage, aided by

the salt solution used by Professor Loeb. As

the cats and dogs are said to have been de ad

only twenty-nv* minutes and were klUed by

asphyxiation, the profe«ors will hay. difficulty

in establishing Uw» claim they make.

air. Jerome. like Br-er Rabbit. I. tsrtac^
and saying nothing about the Clttaen. Unions

indorsement and plans. The role 1. an unusual
one for him. but Its wisdom Is manifest.

about street cleaning, street e!*»e. "» \u25a0••t tB

th* schools for every child." etc.

Complaint has beon made to President Ahearn
that there me deep holes In the streets all over
th« city. As tfcea* holes are not needed for
subway ventilation, and are not large enough

for surface car stations, possibly they could be
utilized, as receptacles for unfulfilled promises

The prospect now seems to be that the holtt-up
aldermen will themselves b* held up.

Each week brings distinctly better reports re-
garding the leading manufacturing Industries.
As supplies of cotton goods become more and
more depleted In the bands of dealers there Is
less disposition to insist on concessions by the
mills and more anxiety to provide for require-
ments beyond the immediate present. But as
the buyers show a disposition to place contracts

there is more reluctance among producers, ex-
cept where they have supplies of raw material
on hand or under contract. The domestic situ-
ation has greatly benefited by the large volume
of export business, and inquiries for China are
still coming forward. The woollen goods situ-
ation remains strong because of continued
light offerings ofold wool and the disposition of

ranch owners to secure full prices for the new
clip. Footwear manufacturers are beginning to
receive tardy orders for fall shipment, and each
week ship through Boston about 10,000 cases

more than In th* same week last year, prompt
delivery of spring duplicate orders being urged.

Optimistic estimates regarding the activity of
blast furnaces have been fullyrealised, statistics
of weekly capacity on April1 Indicating that
production of pig iron is now far inexcess of all
previous records. Tel tho rate of consumption
is still larger, apparently, for furnace stocks
decrease.

MOXEY AXD BUBISEBB.
At the close of the stock market on Friday

the sixty most active railway stocks averaged
$115 69, which Is not only the highest closing

of this season, but Is within an average of 58
cents a share of the highest point ever attained.
Although th*recent advance was to some extent
caused by increased Interest on the part of the
general public, securities are still in very strong
hands, in striking contrast to the situation In
1902, when outsiders were heavily involved.
Consequently. Itmay be technically correct to
say that th* present market Is intrinsically
stronger because stocks are not so generally in
weak hands and are less liable to suffer forced
liquidation. On the other hand, there is some
question as to how long the market willbe ar-
tificiallymaintained In the absence of more sup-
porting orders from the smaller traders. Un-
doubtedly the railway and Industrial outlook Is
bright, and many stocks are not selling for more
than a reasonable price considering the interest
return, but many others have become inflated

—
th* bad rising with the good. Meanwhile, new
issues are contemplated and large demands will
be made upon the floating supply of capital.

Money has continued easy and abundant, no
Increased inquiry being noted In either Stock
Exchange or commercial channels. The local
associated banks are in a strong position for
the season, the decrease In surplus reserve as
compared with the corresponding date last year
being due to the accumulation of funds at that
time on account of the Panama Canal payment.

Thus far the Treasury has not reduced its de-
posits in the national banks, although this
movement will soon be felt. As dally expendi-

tures are exceeding receipts, the banks gained
on Sub-Treasury operations for the tlm* being.

The local financial situation is closely connected
withconditions at the leading European centres,

and it is certain that any stringency here would
be automatically relieved by the lending of foT-
eign funds through the sale of finance bills of
exchange. Early in the week the higher discount
rates at Paris and lower French exchange on
London Indicated that funds were being with-
drawn, possibly to protect the holders of Rus-
sian bonds, but later there was a tendency to
higher sterling at Paris, although the bank
statement showed a very heavy increase In loans.
Production of th* precious metal continues
to expand, the Rand output In March reaching

about 400.000 ounces, which Is the best record
Bines September. 1809, and It Is evident that
production wIU soon be restored to the figures

prevailing before the outbreak of the Boer War.
Business conditions show further Improve-

ment. There Is some Irregularity In trad* re-
ports, weather conditions being by no means
uniform, and at several leading cities ther* 1»
complaint regarding collections, yet on the whole
the country Is making steady advances. Com-
mercial statistics indicat* that March was a
much better month than any month last year,

and Aprilresults promise to be still more satis-
factory. One of the most encouraging features
is the general revival in the building trades,

which suffered a serious setback In recent years
through labor troubles. Permits now being Is-

sued Indicate that confidence has at last fully

returned, and capitalists are willingto take up

operations that were postponed when heavy

losses threatened. Another hopeful sign Is the
steady expansion of foreign commerce. Exports

of staple products in March were larger than in
the corresponding month last year, which is th*
first time since last September that a favorable
comparison could be made. Exports of bread-
stuffs were the largest since January, 1904.
chiefly because of the large outgo of corn, and
the quantity of cotton exported was more than
double that of the same month last year.

In the markets for the leading farm products,
cotton has at last fallen below eleht cents for
spot middlinguplands Inthe city. The statistical
position has not changed inany respect, receipts
coming forward very freely considering th* fact
that there is a concerted effort to hold the crop
back. Stocks are prevented from accumulating
by the liberal export movement and increased
activity of domestic spinners, but the supply Is
already abnormally large for this time of year.
Speculative support Is constantly in evidence,

although local traders complain that New-Or-
leans is not doing its share to uphold the mar-
ket. Dispatches from Texas and several other
leading plantation sections contradict market
reports of a largely decreased Acreage and usa
of fertilizers for the new crop. Wheat has re-
sponde-i to conflicting official and private esti-
mates regarding the outlook for the new crop,
but the consensus of opinion promises a very
large winter wheat yield, while seeding progress

in the Northwest was rapid until the sudden
decline in temperature, which is likely to do
some injury. It is. of course, much too early to
form any definite conclusion regarding the net
result, and meanwhile the limited supply makes

ita very simple matter to manipulate the May

option.

Tory ago could be used until Itwas worn out,

without fear of being outstripped by an im-
proved rtraL ItIs rery different with the loco-
motive and with the railroad car. To demand
or to expect that we shall continue to use war-

ships or any military equipments until they are

woro out would he as unreasonable as to ask
us to stick to borsecars because they are still
able to be run, or to use haml looms and spin-
ning wheels because they are still in serviceable
condition. Commerce and Industry imperative-
ly demand, In tbe keen competition of these
days, the latest and most improved and moot ef-
fective apparatus, and surely tbe cause of na-
tional protection Is no less worthy. In half a
dozen years we may not improbably see the
splendid steam locomotives which now draw
our railroad trains discarded in favor of electric
motors, though some of them may not be half
so old an the newest of these discarded ships.
Will that be condemned as wasteful, and shall
we then be told that such a performance con-
demns the whole system dt railroads?

Amusements.
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TEE VEWB THIS MORXIXG.

FORBION.— A. steamer reaching Hong Kong
reported firing150 miles north of the Xatuna
Islands on April12. =====Japan has included a
cumber of the XJu-Kiu Islands in her zones of
defence, expecting, apparently, that the Russian
Admiral willlay his course northward In the
pacific. ==s Dispatches from Tokio say that
the situation In Manchuria remains practically
unchanged; details are given of the rout of a
Krsrlan cavalry detachment, about forty miles
sxorth of Slug-King, sssaa Large forces of troops
and police prevented disorder at the Putiloff
works In fit. Petersburg. : :King Edward
and Quean Alexandra arrived at Algiers and
were saluted by the French end British war-
ships In the barber.

—. \u25a0 :Orders have teen
sent to sill Italian railway employes to cease
work to-day? the government Is firm, and will
employ large forces of troops to keep the lines
open.

—
rr. The workmen at Limoges continued

demonstrations against the Haviland firm; an
armed mob paraded the streets and stoned a
picket sent to restore orfier. \u25a0,

\u25a0 J. P. Morgan
•was again thanked by the Italian government
for the return of the Ascoli cope.

DOMESTIC—Itv.as announced in "Washing-
ton that the Senate Committee on Interstate
<.VTnirserce would begin its Inquiry into railroad
regulations to-day. :

— —
The National Congress

or Women, in Washington, has adopted a series
of resolutions proclaiming that there should be
an equality of the sexes.

—-
Ftederlcksburg,

Va.. will claim John Paul Jones's body on the-
cround that his only home In America was In
that town. =—-—' A Boston patriotic society
(started a movement to have John Paul Jones's
body taken to that cityMr a bigdemonstration.

CITY.—The Rev. Mr. Pentecost called John
D. Rockefeller's gifts of $1.'S.< (00,000 to charity
a "paltry excuse." -

Plans for an art school
at Columbia, to be conducted in co-operation
with the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the
National Academy of Design, were announced.
«== Allwas ready for the third trial of "Nan**
Patterson on the charge of murdering "C«sar"
Young. r-" \u25a0\u25a0

-
Aband of ruffians returning from

a- baseball game subjected women in an elevated
train to the most revolting indignities. =
The legislative gas Inquiry commission inspect-
ed gas and electric lighting plants. ===== Palm
Sunday was observed In the churches. •— : :
Scientists, who had returned from an exploration
trip through old Mexico brought back many
nrunabU specimens and spoke enthusiastically
Of the grandeur of the scenery and the possi-
bilities of development.

THE WEATHER.— for to-day:
Mr. Th* temperature yesterday: Highest, 43
decrees; lowest, 33.

The successors of Cecil Rhodes, however,
thought differently. They meant to have the
railroad and the bridge. But they regarded the
world's greatest cataract and the glorious wild-
wood about it as a precious inheritance of the
human race, which it would be treason and sac-
rilege to mar. Therefore, the most rigid orders
were issued that ifpossible not a single tree was
to be destroyed or even mutilated: that the
whole bridge was to be designed with a view to
being as little obtrusive and as harmonious with
its surroundings as possible; that the permanent

houses erected there were to be designed with
artistic huts, and that the whole work was to
be done under the best obtainable landscape
gardening supervision. It is reported that these
orders have bees scrupulously and successfully
obeyed, and that the^whole region around the
falls is being protected and preserved In it« na-
tive state as :ipermanent wilderness park. So
respectfully and reverently has the mid-African
wilderness been dealt with, thousands of miles
from our "higher civilization."

Wendell Phillip*once sitid that when lie heard
and saw a negro singing Ina fashionable church
choir, he knew he was three thousand miles
from Boston. Any one learning how the Zam-
besi bridge has been constructed needs no oilier
reminder to assure him thai the Victoria Falls
are renal thousand miles from New-York.
They an a long way from the place where it Is
seriously proposed to drain Niagara Falls dry
and where a legislative majority is said to have

CIVILIZATIONO.V THE ZAMBESI.
The heart of the African wilderness shames

some of the capitals of th<> world. A fortnight

ago the two halves of the Zambesi railway
bridge were successfully joined, and the stu-
pendous gorge was spanned. As an engineering
achievement the Incident was of great interest.
From the point of view of the lover of natural
scenery it was of equal iuterest. A modern rail-
road bridge over the Zambesi just below the Vic-
toria Falls was something to be regarded with
apprehension. What would, or what might not,
be its effect upon that most magnificent cataract
scenery of the worid? Would Itmar and disfig-
ure it? We can imagine the answer some engi-
neers, notably some American engineers, would
have, uiiule to such questions. They would havo
said that the completion of the Cape-to-Cairo
railroad was of vastly more importance than
any natural scenery away off there in the Afri-
ran wilderness; that there were trees enough in
those forests to spare the scores or thousand*
which it might be convenient to destroy and
that the gorge must be spanned, regardless of
any aesthetic nonsense.

THREE TRIALS.
Among the Investigations now in progress at

least three have been entertaining in the tem-
per shown by witoesees. In the inquiry made
in court in regard to tbe operations of the
theatrical syndicate there have been an Impa-
tience of contradiction and a severity of atti-
tude toward the questions asked by counsel
which have caused widespread comment. The
questions put by th© Investigating counsel In
the gas examination have repeatedly evoked
from those who have been summoned to make
answer, signs of Irritation which can scarcely
have promoted th* comfort of the capitalists
principally responsible for tbe state of affairs
calling for Investigation. In the American
Witch Hazel Company's case, also, the language
exchanged lias not always indicated "that re-pose which stamps tbe caste of Vere de Vere."

The lawyers who represent the plaintiffs and
the people in these examinations show much
pertinacity and ingenuity in seeking to elicit
facts, aud those who represent the defence are
obliged to fortify their position in the f:ice of
severe attacks not always conducive to amia-
ble equauimity. A great deal of ability is
shown on both sides, and readers of the news-
paper* who study the daily reports with much
care, while they may be rather doubtful as to
the outcome of the controversies, cannot fail
to be both entertained and instructed by the
wordy pansages at arms.

On the BCtSoa of the legislature depends the
result of the gas controversy, while the contro-
versy as to theatres and the witch hazel mat-
ter iuu*t be decided in the courts. Itis to be
expected that the consumers of sas will get
some relief. As for the other disputes to ba
decided Jn our trial tribunals, it is to be as-
sumed that justice will prevail, no matter how
high personal passions may rise.

DATES AXD THE WAX.

The qu'-stlon of Japan's propriety of conduct

Inbeginning the war with Russia when she did

Is raised again. Russians onoe more trying to nx
upon Japan an imputation of bad faith, with-

out undertaking the rethrashing of old straw, it
may perhaps be profitable, and may conduce to

the* formation of \u25a0 Just Judgment, to recall the

salieut chronology of that lime. So far as wo
«re able to ascertain, chiefly from so good a
Kusslau authority as "The Official Messenger,

•

of St Petersburg, the order of the Incidents
was as follows:

On January IC. 1004, the Russian government
MbMj«B to examine" the latest Japanese pro-
posals. On January 21 the Russians began mov-
ing troops toward the Corean frontier. On
January 25 Mr. Kurino, the Japanese Minister
at St. Petersburg, was told the Czar would con-

sider the Japanese proposals on January 28, and
would probably not reply to them before Febru-
ary 2. On January 2S Viceroy Alexieff ordered
the Russian troops on the Corean frontier to be
put on a war footing, and on February 1 the
Governor of Vladivostok ordered the Japanese

to prepare to leave that city. On February 2
the Czar ordered the preparation of a draft of
a reply to the Japanese proposals. The next
day, February 3, the draft was sent to Viceroy
Alexieff at Port Arthur, and simultaneously the
Port Arthur Russian war fleet was mobilized
and sent out of the harbor. On February 4 the
Russian Foreign Minister, Count Lamsdorff, told
Mr. Kurino the reply had been sent to Viceroy
Alexieff, and on February 5 Viceroy Alexieff
telegraphed that he had received it At 4p. m.
on February 6Mr.Kurino gave to Count Lams-
dorff two notes, announcing the severing of
diplomatic relations and his own departure
from St Petersburg on February 10. On the
same day the Russian government Informed Its
envoys abroad of this severance of relations,
and directed Its envoy at Toklo, Baron Rosen,
to prepare to leave that place at once. On
February 8 the Japanese began hostilities, on
February 10 both governments made formal
proclamations of war. and Mr. Kurl.io left St
Petersburg, and on February 11 Baron Rosen
left Tokio.

The beginning of hostilities before the formal
declaration of war is not an uncommon thing.
ItIs the usual thing. In the case of our own
recent war with Spain, the President's procla-
mation was issued on April25, announcing that
war had begun four days before. The state-
ment of a Minister that his government does
not expect or intend to begin war before a cer-
tain date is, of course, not to be taken as an
immutable pledge, since the action of the op-
posing power may force the hand of the govern-
ment at any moment and compel Itto begin
fightingbefore itmeant to do so. The real ques-
tion seems to be, therefore, only the old one,
whether Russia's correlation of diplomatic delay
and military aggression justified Japan in strik-
ing when she did. To that question the world
has pretty generally given Its answer.

is confidently predicted that her Ulster ship, the
Carmania. which is to have turbine engines ana
which should be ready for fluty In a fow
months, willbe sensibly superior to her Inpoint

or comfort. Should this hope be realized, the

S-Vknot steamships of the same company. when

once in service, will have other recommenda-
tions to favor besides their speed.

DrvelopmenU amd Tradition*—fl^
Alderman's Problems.

[vaesi a wtawt cosaMro.toairr or mT»rsrt» ;
Charlottesvill*. Va.. April 13—Writing to TV.

Priestley. In 1800. Jefferson outlined plans t*
imake a university not the home of a cultivated
'aristocracy, but the crown of a "irmprahs—<>s
system of popular education. He said:

About twenty years ago Idrew a bill for oy
legislature which proposed to lay off \u25a0!»\u25a0
county into hundred*, or townships of |
six miles square. In the centre of

-
was to be a free English school. The when* grate
was further laid off into ten districts, in \u25a0

which was to be a college for teachin<
guages, geography, surveying* and stfett uaefm
things of that grade, and then a single univer-
sity for the sciences.

It was nearly twenty years thereafter that,
despite local rivalry and denominational jeal-
ousy, he secured a charter and located the Uni-
versity of Virginia on these red Piedmont h)Ct
In sight of Monticello. It opened Its floors la
1825, has sent forth a Ion*; line of alsa arvl
useful men. and Is to-day the most Influential
educational Institution hi the South; but it
never until now has given promise of ful&iiiay
Jefferson's ideal of a university forraiajr part

of a scheme of universal public education. Jef.
tenon's principles have borne fruit alt t£roue*«
the West, bat for nearly a century In the South
education was aristocratic, and onlyrecently has
there been a great movement among South-
ern teachers to give every child an ade-
quate primary education and secure for
htm, as h» shows the capacity, equality of op-
portunity and an unimpeded path to th» highest
learning:. ItIs because th» Inauguration of Dr.
Alderman as first resident of the University of
Virginia Is a significant incident In this 4'»mo»
cratlzatlon of education, and Is something mor*

than an interesting academic function, that
college presidents from New-Haraj>shira to ili3-
sourl and leaders m the work of civilization from
every part of the country have gathered her*
to-day. For Virginia turns to tak» her rightful

place, where her founder meant her to b<*

This progressive democratic spirit ha« per-

vaded all the day's doings. Governor Montage.

In his admirable speech of scarcely more thaa

three minutes, set the note with unmistakable
directness, and Senator Martin's attention was

given to showing that the new order did not con-
flict with Jeffersonian teaching, notwithstanding

Jefferson's opposition to a president when la
1826 the place was offered to William "Wirt.
President Alderman's own inaugural address
was an eloquent presentation of the ideal of
democratic social service and educational co-
operation, as was to be expected from one who
almost from his college days InNorth Carolina
has been championing the liberal support of
common schools far all children by the Stats.
And at the banquet to-night a gift of $100,000

was announced from Mr Rockefeller toward
the endowment of a school of education which
will in an Immediate and practical •MMlink
the university with the masses and give to them
trained teachers. This fund 13 appropriately

named In memory of Dr. J. L. 11. Curry. the
Confederate soldier ml statesman, for many

years the agent of the Slater and Pea body funds)

and the untiring worker for the education of
both whites and blacks. Participation of th*
university Inall the progressive lifeof the Stats
and nation in a larger sense than *ver before
13 what the new movement culminating InDr.
Alderman's installation means, and what th*aa-
thorities haTe evidently Intended it to mean.
Visitors, faculty and Virginia society seem to

be in full sympathy with the president's cathollo
policy and fullycommitted to that longobscured
Jeffersonian doctrine- of safeguarding. the Stats
by securing Intelligence and freedom of oppor-

tunity to all its people. It was not without
significance that one of the honored guests of
the day was the principal of Hampton Institute.

The University of Virginia was the first bom*
of the honor system and it was the pioneer of

the elective system. So far as resources per-

mitted and the call for instruction warranted.
Jefferson gave the student perfect freedom to

choose courses. He had a vision of the true
university far in advance of boa countrymen,

but. of course, he could not conceive th*multi-
plication of studies and the growth of great In-

stitutions, which could only do their work suc-
cessfully with co-ordination and with the cen-

tralized direction which he thought unnecessary.

He laid a foundation with remarkable liberality

and foresight, and the coming transformation is,

after all. not the abandonment but the evolution

of bis Idcn. President Alderman sketches plans

of development on a vast scale. The creation
of a school of authorship, where great writers, as
In an academy, will congregate and work to-
gether and stimulate one another, may seem a

trifle visionary— at least, for Oharlotresvtlle.
which, with all Its charm, Is a little provincial
town, aside from the main current of th* na-

tion's, and even Virginia's, life. That eccen-
tricity of situation mast put difficulties In the

way of even his essential aims. There is here

a medical school and the necessary hospital, but
It la difficult to see how it would be filled were

it not for two railroads, with equipments to*
from adequate to their traffic and a consequent

high casualty rate. The university is likewise
away from the great Industrial plants s«i> valu-
able as adjuncts to higher technical training.

and from the business of the courts; and it is
away, too, from the local centre of wealth and
source of support, for the force of Integration i»
operative in Virginia. It Is no longer the land
of Washington^, Jetteraona. Madison* and Ran-
dolphs, ruling the State from rural isolation. «r

of great lawyers riding circuit*.
For th« university of Jefferson's day th» nits

was admirable anil the plan both of plant anJ
curriculum far in advance of the tine. The-
country Isbeautiful, with its broad outlook antj

not far distant mountains, albeit the almost
blood red earth, invividcontrast to the verdure,

suggests a raw and bleeding landscape to on*

accustomed to New-York and New-England
scenery, where gray rocks and brown soi!a blend

bare spots and ploughed fields quietly into the
view. These buildings are a monument to Jef-
ferson's taste and versatility and a standing re-
roach to the Northern collage builders who

have sent their students to secure culture and
know beauty amid architectural ugliness, incon-
gruity and. chaos. Jefferson studied hi* Paiia-
dio to good purpose. He did not build huph ra-

ard. Fifteen years before these buildings »•-•»
erected he wrote to Hush I*Whita concerning

a projected college in East Tennessee, proposing
just such a plan as he afterward followed, in-
stead of one great building, where he said stu-

dents would dwell Indirt and noUe and disor-

der. He suggested a central library and recita-

tion hall, a quadrangle of low one story dormi-
tories. Interspersed at Intervals with professocs*
houses* all designed us a consistent whole «\u25a0!
connected by colonnades or cloisters. His dream

•Milshape in the beautiful bvW-V. rotunda mod-
elled on the Pantheon, and happily reproduced
with faithfulness after the fir©of a few years
ago. The dormitories and professors' houses
appear in the two charmingly scholastic rows:
and the recently built scientific halls and theatre
complete the quadrangle in architectural har-
mony. A few false \u25a0***\u25a0 are struck in sur-
rounding buildings, as by the stone QtsJC chapel

and the brick boiler factory museum of the early

7«fs. but in general the university grounds con-
vey a rare impression of beauty, measure, fore-
sight and romantic charm. A curiosity of the
grounds are the serpentine brick walla surround-
ing tho professor*' gardens. They are six or
seven feet lush, only one brick In thickness, for
economy's suite. bui made stable by the device

of reverse turves, so that the ten.u«.wy©r «ne
section to topple over is resisted by the •*!»
running in a different direction to which it-s

always keyed. Though. xaora than ssvesty-n.*
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