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WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR'S PURCHASE TOR A VILLA ON THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST.
The villa; (2) th. convent arid church, included in the purchase; (3) Mount Vesuvius in the distance.

A VILLA AT SORREXTO.
The villa stands on tvhat was originallj pnt

of the gard< n of San < Siorgio. It has .--.
\u0084 itli marble staircases, lofty rooms, ter-

rai es overlooking the sea. a well laid out gardi ;\u25a0

with mai y rare roses iiit. The price paid for
lla and its grounds was about $22

t<MK), and
\u25a0

\u25a0 \u25a0 propei ty about !':.•\u25a0 s .
Th' honeycombed cliffs of Sorrento, full of

grottos, ;> '. \u25a0\u25a0 a most inter* sting si^hi Many

of the pas
ping of thi
origin. < >tl rs are i I lit «
labor, a nd, • out or l>rii ked

in. and are us< i as storehouses for boats and
fishing Implements. Others connect

with the dwelling \u25a0 them in a most pict-
uresque manner by steps and galleries cut in

ter of a mile away, t" b< used as a tm
< scap< i!i time .if danger.

In th lower part of th.- rock on which Mr.

Astor's villa stands is a grotto in which is said
;,, have !>•\u25a0' i, ;! ihurch. Carved in the solid rock

Is ;i t-il entrance through which on.- now rows
i:, a boat. The keel of the boat grounds in the

,\ '.\u25a0 ,i i- lapping the s1 • here, it is
s-ait'. the h • tood. The water is
beautifully ek-ar. and the ••:<! church would

make .-.n 1.1. : 1̂ private bath. All Mr. Astor will

have to do will be i>> \u25a0 >;t a larger passage be-
tween the church and t!.-- Jesuit bath below the
i-onvnt. He will then have an extraordinarily
large private bath, and only one who has• i with the question of tubs in Italy can

late th- luxury of such a stale of things.

th.- stone S--\--ral of the hotels have used the
cliffs as a partial suppori for- their elevators.
The tourist arriving by sea enters an hydraulic
lift, which crawls nj' the face of the cliff some
!v,o hundred feet.

The aeroplane looks like a biu' butterfly. There
ai.- two double wings on each side, on.- set rigid

and the other capable of being moved by the
operator, who sits between them In a kind of

saddle and regulates th" uin^s by his feet,

which resi in stirrups. The spread of th*' wings

frmn tip to tin is twenty-two feet The tail and

rudder measure six feel a. Rosa The weight of

the whole machine is forty-live pounds. By low-
ering or raising- the tail with cords held in the
operator's hands the course of th.- machine may

be guided. The machine must be lifted to a
considerable height before it can be used, and
for this purpose an ordinary balloon is employed.

At Santa <"lara John .Maloney, an export aero-
naut, was in charge of the novel flying ma> hme.
After the aeroplane had been blessed by Father
Kenna, Maloney prepared for the ascent, 1 ut
before he was quite ready the guy rope broke
and the hu^ balloon ros>-. taking the machine
with it. When It reached a height of j.imio

feet Maloney cut the !.,i..- that held his machine
to the balloon. For a moment it look< d as though

the aeroplane was about to drop gradually like

a parachute, but Maloney quickly gained control
of it and then began to soar upward. The mo-
tion of the aeroplane was much lik>- that of a
bird. It dipper! and then sailed with the wings
perfectly still, as an eagle or a hawk soars.
Maloney circled about within a ra.iius \u25a0if !<*) feel

to show that he had complete control of his
machine: then he swooped down, and suddenly

elevating the tail shot upward again. It could
be clearly se< !i that he guided the machine at
will. After a few minutes he began to prepare

for his descent, and to prove that he was really

in control of the aeroplane he actually landed in

a wheat field which Professoi Montgomery had

selected as the safest place f"r a descent. The
aeroplane came down quietly, without any darn-
ape to itself or the aeronaut

Maloney, who the aeroplane, said after
his descent:
Icircled several times in both directions, both

rapidly and slowly, arid twice Iturned and rose
upon the wind, ascending about twenty or thirty

( •intiniK-,1 un eighth pufte.

Successful Experiments with an

Aeroplane in California.
San Francisco, May -7 A! Santa Clara <'<>I-

lege a public exhibition was given the other day

of Professor John Montgomery's aeroplane, or

new flying machine. Several thousand persons
were ; \u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0 luding th.- faculty and students

Of th< college. The inventoi regarded the test as
sful, as the aeroplane was made to sail

against the wind and to circle about at the will

of the operator. In fact, those who saw it do-

s. til.'.- its flight a-- more nearly like thai of a
bird than h.-.s been achieved by any other Hying

machine.

FLIES LIKE .i BIRD.

English, French Etchings
OF 18TII CKNTCKY.

MEZZOTINTS, I'IIOTOS AM» OAUBONS
OF AIL KCKOPEAN GALLEKIK3.

12 West 28th St. GEORGE BUSSEPROIESSOR JOHN MONTGOMERY'S NEW FLYING MACHINE
The aeroplaJie is seen at the side of the tig balloon, which la us- d to raise a high li re the

tlljjhtbegins.

Bought by William Waldorf Astar—

Overlook* Bay of Naples.
William Waldorf Astor has bought, in the old

town of Sorrento, Italy, a villa, a convent and

a church on the cliff?. The Mediterranean Sea
laps the rocks jver a hundred feet l>olow. From

the front windows one can see Vesuvius spout-
insr Fmoke by day and fire by night, and the
lights of Naples crowning her lovely :ay.

Its comparative remoteness from the centres

of tn:de and commerce probably fcrms a part

of the <harm of the lovely Italian town of Sor-

rento in the eyes "f Mr. Ast«>r. worn with the

duri'-s of a ri< h man and an editor in busy, noisy

London. So railroad reaches Sorrento to dis-

turh its calm. Twice a day a steamer from
Naples halts under its cliffs, and discharges, in

the small boats which swarm l!out it like busy

Jk-^.s. a bevy of tourists and travellers; then the

steamer goes to the Island of Capri. One may

come by carriage from C LStellamare, the near-
est railroad station, ten miles away, or from

Amalfi. on •ii- Gulf of Salerno, covering in the

latter case the fifteen miles which are said to

constitute the most beautiful drive in the world.

Mr. Astor's villa stands on a point of rock
jutting out into the s • ' . tween the orange and
lemon eroves which £\u25a0 -rate the old city walls

from the hills to the southwest of the town, and

the old church and monastery of San Giorgio,

whose picturesque pink arches are now also his
property. The monastery and church of San
Giorgio were built as early as the thirteenth
century. Until the beginning of the seventeenth
century they sheltered a community of Domin-

!r-.ir: nuns. Daily, for centuries in the old
church, now so bare and silent, rose their pray-

ers and chants. When the Saracens ravaged the

coast in the latter part of the sixteenth century

the convent was nearly destroyed. Afterward
Jt was suppressed by the Archbishop of the dio-

cese, and it thfn became a monastery of the
Dominican Friars. About iv;:. it passed into

ih<- hands of the Jesuits, who occupied it until

the suppression of convents and monasteries by

the Italian government in 1800. The property

was then bought by a private family, who, In

turn. ;<re Bellingit to Mr. Astor.

•Cot another site on the cliffs of Sorrento gives

as line a view as that occupied by the sup-

j.-'. <.,35? monastery of San Giorgio. Built with

Offices and church on the first floor, cool cells

on the next floor, and a third floor above that, it
is a spacious dwelling, containing about seventy

rooms In all. A lovelygarden and spacious ter-
rac;-. besides a I

• ,ate balcony to every cell.
complete so luxurious a residence that, ifit were

Etfll open, many Americans, weary of the stren-

uous life, would be tempted to enter it to re-

main for the rest of their days. Underneath
th« convent is still another sub-story, too light

and too airy to be called a cellar. The sub-

terranean passages penetrate the Eoft, volcanic

ro.-k in every direction. Some if them go down

t-> the sea, where they end in a covered grotto

once used SB a bath. Tradition has it that oth-

ers go far underneath the town, perhaps con-

ttcUiig with another convent or church a yuar-

o


