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THE JAPANESE HORRKU

Shortest Poems in the World
By STANHOPE SAMS ‘ byt meither

nor Stress

s 1s read with a s
—

ive effect, an almost
imperceptible rise on the
first and second lines, and
a decided fall on the last
line. The Japanese find
the poetry in whatever
rhyth lies in a
{, i i fixed >}'H.A1v|rs’,
. in the

}v(';l::'_\‘ of the lage or
in the exquisite choice of words—
1wess of epithet and phrase. Keat wrote
that 1 that is necessary for the singer to
know was that “beauty is truth, truth beauty.”
But Basho anticipated his thought, in the phrase,

recit

ness and

thou
inevitab

t k *Truth is the marrow of style,” by more than two
centuries.

So fine, so subtile, is the spirit of Japan, that

y brevity may be d to be a Japanese invention.

1 Each hokk 1st int a single picture, make a

and single comparison or contrast, express a single

’ n t the t known 1in thought or sentiment, or give utterance to a solitary

- cry of pain or joy or exaltation, or imprison some

¢ e brevity is the most obvious char- hauntingly beautiful suggestion. These little poems

t f of | nese poet {o not often are written on small slips of paper, and attached

to the bougl

s laden with white cherry or plum-
blossoms, or with the red autumn-leaves (momiqi):
and those who come to “‘view' the flowers and the
leaves may also the poems. Like chary nature,
they limit themselves to a single bird-melody or to
a single flower-hue.
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