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A Story of Russian Intrigue, Love and Adventure

CHAPTER

Two Women

XIix.

HE 1 g fair young English-
n. Lady n, and
1 CK-CVyed Nat-

ancy had proved

r nce Boris Melnikoff,
Sp1T artist of the R brandt
nber in which Erm

themselves was

feebly

Author of “The Wings of

‘The Pillar

Light,"
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v 1 Caoer Nothing More Fascinating Ever Had
VeTry I ¢ \ lived Ermyntrude’'s Eves Than When the
tor v 1T I mv own Lamps Lit Up the Face and
nother 1 a1 nee in Form of the Circassian
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“But he went with you to Bannofka?”
in W h Ar trong had “Yes He bhecam separate us
pl to a far ¢ eleg inquired what had 1 me of
1 f ft 1 T others v o of his w
W Er glad of the relicf, divested Are you spe r truly?
r heavy sabl nd advanced toward Has he been wou 17"

The synop=is of preceding chapters will be
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found at the end of this instalment on page

nace in the
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Much astonished at the

Frank answered
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By LOUIS TRACY

the Morning,"”

Met

girl’s
when

last T saw him he was quite
uninjured and in safety. We :
rcached the vaults without
ficulty.”
“It is strange he sent
‘Your brother is not a
into his confidence.”
“Brother! Why do you call Ivan my broth-

no message. "’
man who takes others

er? You, I have been told, know Russia well
enough to comprehend that when a man
of his sister he does not always mean

er of his famil
Armstrong suddenly remembered that Prince
Mclnikoff had told him that the
relationship imaginary
one. The girl's suspicions con-

the of Ivan,

was an

abscnce

cerning

joined to the distant firing
he heard from the gallery,
determined him  to make some
definite inquiry from the men
without.

‘We perhaps have been re-
miss,”” he said with a bow.
“Permit me to ascertain  the
views of our companions I
shall return soon,” he went on,
looking at Ermyntrude *You
will be quite comfortable here.

Probably I can bring you
of Lord Valletort
brother.”
Ermyntrude smiled
trustfully. “We hay
in common,"” she said
Natushka; but the
busy with the tea-urn
had been brought in |
Russian attendant.
When left  alone
uncommon hostess, |
tea and 1
of conver
have had a series of very
expericnces during  the
days.”
‘Ten days!”
for retort. ‘Y«

and

at hin

Xieties

¢ a
, addressing

other was

that

@

sipped her

by way

sat

was the unl

brief. I have u
ness Vears—since

father died.

It sometimes is 1

the cause of the which
creeps into lhfe,” 1 trude
said. “My own lot was an en-

viable one, yet I was tempted to «
foolish dreams, whicl
in many directions a
add to your troubles.

“Why do you
cassian quickly.

“Forgive me if I am
told that you were the promised wife
Melnikoff."

indulge

little

m
harm

say that?” deman

wrong

““That is true.”

“Well, were it not for
regard to me, and my own
our marriage was a possible thi 3
ditficulties never would have existed, and certainly
all the events of the past few days would not have
happened.”

“You do not love him, then?"”

“No. At last I know my own heart.”

“Do you love this Englishman who has risked
his life to save you?"”

Ermyntrude blushed; but she was a
d by the imperious manner of

*“No:" “We are only

she said

my brother's friend, really.”
‘But there 1s s man for whe sake vou
have thrown over Prince Boris?"

that was about to

ndeed! You forget I
hness only a few hours ago

thinking

the ¢ I should rescue my father and r
a crous condition.”
forget nothing You and your surroundings
filled the minds of my people with bitterness
any months. If you wish to become Princess
why did you not marry in London?”
T ve really wished anvthing of the sort.”
- ¢ is rich and noble, and a man of very
fine appearance You say vou love none other

vou not accepted him and helped him
?  Once wed to you, he had little




