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and extreme self-conceit of which I have spoken.

A book has just been published in New York by
Dr. Inazo Nitobe, professor in the University of
Kioto which is full of interest as much from its
revelation of the Japanese conceit as from its
description of the Japanese view of things. In
its preface the eminent doctor deseribes his surprise
when first asked by a Belgian junst as to religious
teaching. The bland frankness with which he
admits that he never had had any is the Japancse
coneceit at its best.  After some thought he discovers
that all the ethical training he ever had came from
Bushido, and Bushido is the subject of his book.

His description of Bushido thercafter becomes
interesting, because it hears direcily upon the
subject in issue, the moral condition of the Japanese
and of Japan. The more one studies Bushido,
the surer one becomes that devotion to its prin-
ciples must leave any nation without honor and
without honesty, and this fact the eminent doctor
does not even attempt to deny. Artificiality, a
veneer of sympathetic politeness, these are Bushido's
virtues, and these to-day are the virtues of Japan
and of the Japancse. Altruism, in our sense of it,
is unknown, though sympathy for the weak and
the downtrodden is prescribed as a lordly virtue of
the strong and lordly Samurai.

The love of woman is not a worthy thing and
must not be dwelt upon, woman being an inferior
creature who ministers to the appetite. And this
view of woman, ex cept as the mother of warriors, is
the actual prevailing view of an exceedingly sensual
and brutal race. Bushide is the handbook of chivalry
and of the chivalric virtues. It pedestals not love,

but war and all the virtues of the warrior. The
profession of arms is the highest and noblest.  In the

descending social seale come first the knight, then the
tiller of the soil, then the mechanic, and last and
lowest the merchant. *'A loose business morality
has indeed been the worst blot upon our national
reputation,” blandly remarks this undeniable aun-
thority. And he is indorsed by all the foreign
merchants who deal with his people in a way that
naturally must be gratifving. Lyving and cheating
are the rule in all Japanese commerciul transactions.
A Chinaman’s word is as good as his bond. A
Japanese will break anv contract that does mot
happen to suit him™”—this is the dictum of every
forcigner who deals with these two peoples.
Japan has its great men. As a matter of fact,

THIE

OW that the German Crown Prince
N is a voung husband, King Alfonso
of Spain holds the “‘spot-light”
of public attention as the royal lover.
For four hundred and sixty vears all the princes
and the “Boy Kings' of Spain have had, for the
ruling of their lives, a singular code of precepts
unlike any other in the world. This literary treas-
ure was placed by King John in the hands of his
son Henry in 1444, just before the invention of
printing. Henry was then exactly eighteen years
of age, and the manuscript was his hirthday present.
It had heen written, at the King's request, by
Santillana, the **Sir Philip Sidney of Spain.” It
is a poem of one hundred stanzas, of eight lines
each, and so singular in its construction that no
one has ever dared to attempt its trunslation into
English.

Three years ago, when the ' Boy King" attained
his sixteenth birthday, the queen-regent his mother
placed in his hands this quaint book of precepts,
which in Spain is almost as sacred as the lessons
of Scripture. A few of the stanzas which relate
to marriage have been thrown into English in such
a way as to ifllustrate the weind verse-form of the
original ; and these will serve to show how the
present Y Boy King,” like his father (who hecame
King at seventeen), is to make his choice of a life
partner.

In the first place, the young man is solemnly
warned that he must be pure in life—in thoueht
as well as in act, .

Then his must be a “love match.”™
He s to choose with care and diseretion; but he
must choose absolutely for himself, regarding not
the advice of anvone in such' a Guestion.  Nothing
is said as to the relivious faith of his Queen-to-he,
for these precepts were written before there were
any Protestants. But its author took care that
it mever should be extended by anv.later hand,
adopting  the “‘centiloquy" form and nume from
earlier writers, and it thus has remained a poent
of one hundred stanzas.

However, despite the efforts of King [ohn, the
more or less general belief that the King of Spain
is at liberty to muarry a Protestunt princess, re-
quiring only  the l’ﬂpt":i thspensation to satisfy
the church, is & mistake. The civil Liw of the land

it seems to have a remarkably large proportion
of them, though this ever has heen a fact char-
acteristic of mixed races. But it should never be
forgotten that however broad and brilliant they
may be mentally they are Japanese at hﬂlf_‘-
and no small element of their greatness 1s thrfr
devotion to their country, their people and their
traditions. Baron Kaneko, the emissary of the
Emperor, is an able man, and he told us, between
the fines of his New-York speech, exactly what
we may expect in the future frum his country.

“The effect of this war upon the Asiatics,’ he
said, *'is this: The East has a certain strength
which it can unite with the strength of the West.
If the East welcomes Western civilization, she can
stand upon the same plane with Europe and Amer-
ica. As to the East and the West, in future there
will be two types of civilization, the Oriental and
the Western; Japan on the one side, Europe and
America on the other. These three can become
assimilated without the necessity of Oriental cul-
ture and Western learning coming in conflict,
but united in harmony, sharing the inheritance of
the civilization of both hemispheres.”

I doubt if any thoughtful student could find
any more absurd statement than this in any national
pronouncement that ever was made. As an instance
of the insane Japanese conceit of which I have
spoken, it is unsurpassed. The evolution of civil-
ization, the measure and the standards of civil-
ization, are as clearly defined as the evolution of
the measure and standards of naval construction.

That the Japanese, a nation of idolators, with a
morial code in exact correspondence with their
religious evolution, should call themselves civilized
and their condition civilization is so insane an
idea that it makes one wonder at their intelligence.
Our own state of civilization leaves much to enticize,
but it is as distinctly and as undeniably high above
theirs as has been every scientific attainment of
ours which they have been so eager to obtain and
adopt. But this honest view, this insane conceit
of theirs, is an impressive fact which never should
be forgotten. It will connt for much when the
the clash comes which must come inevitably. That
the two civilizations, as he is pleased to call them,
can never commingle Kaneko and all the Japanese
clearly sce, and it is full time that we realize this
as clearly and as practically as they do.

That China is awakening, the daily despatches tell

“BOY KRING’S”™

By Hubert M.

provides that both the King and Queen of Spain
shall be Roman Catholics: and so, should Alfenso’s
choice be a Protestant, she must become a Catholic
before becoming his Queen.

Here is stanza XLIV. of the centilogquy, with its
earnest admonition:

Woman is the crown of man,
If her mind
Unto reason be inclined.
Let no plan,
Let no policy, control;
Choose with care—
Choose, yourself, the jewel rare
Of your soul.
Then the voung King is cautioned that beauty
is often only skin-deep.  Stanza NXLVL 15 as follows:
Loveliness of form and face
Is fair to see,
If in company it be
With inward grace.
Sense and beauty often part,
And "tis late
Ere they haply meet and mate
In the hght heart.

How is the young man to look upon womanhood?
The centiloguy was written hefore the good Queen
Isabella had reigned in Spain, or the great Eliza-
beth in England. In fact, there had been scarcely
an instance of female rule in Europe. One might
expect to find a narrow definition of “woman's
sphere™ in a poem of the middle ages. But nol
Listen to stanza NXLVIL:

Never would T say the sphere
Of womanbood
Has a lesser need of good

Or honor dear.

Honoredd iy the preatest men,
Loved and admired,
Woman ever has inspired

The ablest pen.

Then the poem cites the mother of Jesus, whom
sacred art and poetry have imvested with every
BTice of ;nvr:enn;iiit'\'_

It dues not follow that beauty of person is to be

Skinner

us in various ways. That the triumph of the
brown man over the white I8 certiin 1o inflymy
the whole East, nobody but a fool can douly Its
ultimate efect upon India 5 a questing which
comcerns us only indirectly and is vet distan: B
its effect upon China is a question of the qtmee
importance at the present time.

The relativn between China and [apon

15

extranrdinarily close one.  United by dooioqy i:;
ideographic writing, by religion and Ly + witiog,
they are and will prove to be one single nagion
as against the rest of the world: and Coren 5 the
third party toa national union.  The Chine o depig
the Japanese, the Japanese despise the (Tince; by
these are merely the superficial nation onceity
that never for a moment will stand n " “way
of an alliance for mutual interest as inst the
“Western Barbarians,” as they call us in Jagan
the “foreign devils,” as they call us Chifg
Japan has now eliminated all foreign als in
her employment and her industries, o able.
she thinks, to stand alone. x

That the Chinese. properly drilled Armed
make excellent soldiers, Gordon prov to the
satisfaction of all, What an awaker China,
organized and armed by Japan, can do i b By
it newds no imagination to picture what
she will do is so certamm that no ratio 0 3t
tempts to deny it.  “'Asia for the Asu & not
only a natural cry; it would be difficuls v Thas
it is not a just cry.  The two most imp  things
which we have taken to China were ¢ tine
desired, opinm and religion, poison m oy nel and
religion in the other.

And so the reckoning is coming and O

Russia to-day is the bulwark of Chr
Europe, fighting against the Renno
paganism. As long as she will fighe
well. But should she make a pusillan:
with Japan—Japan unconquered. nor
nor defeated in a single battle—all el
will have to take the consequences, ar
sequences will show themselves wi
Germany, France, Holland and Amery
what is coming to them in clear ter
as Japan's allv will learn the lesson |
all present indications will be the last
sufferer.

Russia is the natural ally of Japun R
(Contimued o puage i3
despised. Entirely the cone fete
s not a touwch of ascetic vhis
marvelous old poem.
Ths 15 what 2 says in stan LIN
Many notable and good,
True to duty,
Throng the ranks of grace and beaurv
l]l&_? have stood
With the chosen saints of earth.
Ah, the throng,
Sweet i looks, in virtue strong,
Grand 1 worth!
Then follow St. Catharine, famed for areat

learning: Queen Esther, who saved her pe
destruction; Judith, who slew the tvrant
her nution. More modern heroines w
been aited, doubtless, but for the fact tha
history had vet to be written when the
was composed.

Stanzas LIL and LIV, chant the praiw
womanhood

Never nation but would glory
To record
Heromes in deed and word
In thewr story
Memortes of the good and great
0Oft outmessure
In their worth the golden treasur
Of the State.

Ah, how glorious the arcana
O noble souls,
As the galaxy unrolls?
Pure Thuana,
Damnes, Vagnes, Dido true,
Le
And Virgtma—Iet us neler
Lose them from view.
A strange medlevy is this
mythology, legend and histury are drawn
illustrate the noblest traits of womanbewsi
Such are the ideals inculcated in the
the Spamish “Boy Kinz.™ as they have | f
many generations, respecting the other s
centilinjuy ofers to guide him in all o
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out his career: and happy will he be 1
its precepts. so full of wisdony as te seem lik 3
of Inspirnton.
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