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THE GREAT SCANDINAVIAN PARADOX.

Paradoxical though it may appear, Sweden
#nd Norway, now that the Act of Union has
been repealed and the geparation accomplished
between these two nations, so long known as
the Sister Kingdoms, are to-day more united than
at any time in course of the last hundred vears.
The present union is no longer compulsory,
but purely voluntary on bhoth sides, based en-
tirely upon a community of interests and upon
a realization of the necessity of making common
cause against danger from without. In the
treaty of Karlstad, by which the dissolution
of the Act of Union was brought about, no
specific clause appears—at any rate in that part
of the agreement given out to the public—which
binds the two nations to act together in the
presence of any peril of foreign invasion threat-
ening either of them. But the entire tenor of
the treaty, as published, bears the impress of
the existence of an understanding on the part
of both Sweden and Norway with regard to this
very matter, and there is every reason to be-
lieve the report current in dipiomatic circles to
the effect that there are some secret paragraphs
covering just this point, which have been
purposely withheld from the people, In order
to avoid anything that might be construed in
the light of an act of hostility against the one
great power which, above all others, consti-
tutes & danger to the independence of both king-
doms. That great power is Russia. She is the
sple peril. From no other foreign government
have they anything to fear. And that is why
the treaty of Karlistad remains silent about the
arrangements which have been made with a
view to foreign invasion, since these arrange-
ments could be almed only at Russia, which
might easily find therein a cause for offence.

That the danger is a real and present
one, far more so than the general public for one
moment imagines, may be gathered from the
fact that for some weeks past the Czar, who
officially describes himself among his titles as
“Successor to the Throne of Norway,” has been
rapidly pouring troops into Finland beyond any
apparent requirement even of the admittedly
troubled state of that province, which borders,
as everv one knows, on Norway. Moreover, Rus-
sia has remained ominously silent throughout
the latest phases of those differences between
Sweden and Norway, now happily settled by the
treaty of Karlstad—differences which she did
much to promote. Indeed, for the last seventy-
five years the efforts of Russian statecraft and
of Muscovite diplomacy have been directed tow-
ard the fostering of trouble between the two
kingdoms, and no one can form any idea of the
amount of money which has been spent by the
Department of Foreign Affairs at St. Peters-
burg in maintaining a huge horde of agents in
Norway whose one duty it was to promote Nor-
weglan ill will against Sweden. They insidious-
Iy pointed out how much better off Norway

would be as a republic under the protection and ;

as

suzerainty of Russia than as a dependency—
that is the way in which they put it—of Sweden,

and week after week newspapers printed at St.

Petersburg, with Russian money, were scattered !

broadcast throughout Norway urging the people
to rise against “Swedish tyranny,”
them of the good will and the friendship of the
Czar. Quité a series of the articles of this kind
were signed by Bjornsen, the Norwegian poet
and authof, who was a resident at the time on
the banks of the Neva, and whose statesman-
ship and political sagacity were In no sense
commensurate with his patriotism and literary
genins. How much importance Russia attached
1o fostering antagonism between Norway and
Sweden may be gathered from the fact that she
detached M. Zinovieff from his positdon at the
head of the A
partment at St. Petersburg, where he had in his
hands all the threads of Muscovite diplomacy
and intrigue all over Asia, to take up the ap-
parently subordinate and insignificant post of
Minlster Plenipotentiary at Steckholm, whence,
of course, he directed the operations of all the
secret agents in Norway.

The unfortunate policy adopted by Russia
toward Finland since the accession of the pres-
ent Czar served, however, to open the eyes, if
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not of the bulk of the people, at any rate of |
the leading men of Norway, to the value of |
te pledges of autonomy to the nations |

Musco
il advised enough to accept her offers of pro-
tection and suzerainty. There is a large Nor-
wegzizn and Swedish population in Finland, and

there is a good deal of maritime trade between |

the grand duchy and Norway. The sympathies

of the Norwegians and Swedes in Finland could |

not put be with the Finns in the Ilatters’
struggle to retain that self-government which
had been so solemnly promised to them: and as

they made no secret of their sentiments they
came in for much of the severity and coppres-
sion shown by the Muscovite authorities in the
grand duchy. This has contributed no
small measure t6 modify the views of the Nor-
v with regard to Russia, which they have
now learned to fear g¢uite as much as do the

in

More than ever is this fear justified at the
present juncture. Russia, compelled to renounce
and political

the hope of naval, military
cendency in the Far Fast, and to abandon, for
entury to come, every expecta-
she has had of securing icefree port
on the Paecific for her trade ahd commerce, will
whether she likes it or not,
to the ocean elsewhere,
Gulf, through the Bos-
of the Norwegian har-
The treaty between Eng-
bars Rus

as-

an

now be
6 seek
tarough the
porus or through one
bors on the Atiantie,

forced,
outlet

Persian

an

cia's way 10

and and Japan virt
the Persian Culf, wh

that the clauses of the Black Sea treaty closing |

of will ever be

the Dardaneiles 1o ships war
a2brogated, save in the altogether inconceivable
AMuscovite victory over
Iition the majority of Europeal
yowers., The energies of a colos=al nation must
irevitably follow the line of least resistance,
and it is certain that that line is in the direc-
tcn of the Atlantic, and thai
leviathan is forced to secek a hreathir

of

window upen the outer world and an access to i
the open sea—it will be nowhere but on the
northern coast of Norway.

i in the

sever occasions

a has on

ecrnith century been on the point of {nvad-
v Alexander I acquired

ng Norway. When Czs
the grand duchy of Finfand. he found that
was bound by a rtreaty, some five hundred
Years old, with Norway, which designated Lyng-
Stuen as the end of the boundary line between
the two countries, and this treaty was confirmed
in 1828 by the St. Petersburg government, whose
blenipotentiaries offered no objection to its pro-
Visions. Before Emperor Nicholas I had been
very long on the throne he made the discovery

that all the bays and firths on the Russlan side |

of the frontier line on the Atlantic are encum-
bered with ice from early in October until June,
While those on the Norwegian side are virtuaily
ice free. He likewise ascertained that although
the Lyngstuen refcrred to in the treaty of the
Wirteenth century between Norw end TFin-
Jand is on th:e Arciic Occan, thzre was another

and assuring !

division of the Foreign De- |

it is hopeless to expect |

an | ..

if the R:!.Ni;:n?
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Lyngstuen in Norway, near Tromsoe—the latter
being within thirty miles of the Russian border
line and of the place designated as the rail-
head of the trunk raflroad of Finland. In con-
sequence thereof he put forward the altogether
extravagant pretension that the Lyngstuen men-
tioned in the Norwegian-Finnish Treaty, and
which had been confirmed in 1826 by his govern-
ment, was the place of that name in Norway
and not the one on the Arctlc Ocean. This
claim, if allowed, would have given Russia no
less than five fiords and icefree harbors on the
Atlantic—namely, Varanger, Tana, Lena, Por-
sanger and Alta—as well as the towns of Vardo,
Hammerfest and Tromsoe. Of course, it was
Genied by the King of Sweden and Norway.
But the matter was in ne way abandoned, and
it was then that the policy was instituted
by the St. Petersburg government of flooding
Norway with a large army of secret
agents, who in the guise of innocent tour-
ists were to promote the {ll will of the popula~
tion against Sweden and to foster friendship
for Russia. In some cases their enthusiasm got
the better of their discretion, and thus we find
in 1840 Count Ungern-Sternberg, of Russia, who
claims descent from one of the Riblical three
wise men of the East, asserting openly at Trom-
soe that the place belonged to the Czar. Twelve
vears afterward the Russians apparently came
to the conclusion that the time was ripe for
enforcing their pretensions, and with this ob-
ject in view suddenly declded to abrogate an
agreement which had been in existence for a
hundred years previously, permitting the no-
madic Laplanders of Sweden, Norway and Fine
land to cross thelr respective frontiers without
let or hindrance in order to obtain food for
their reindeer. The wealth of the Lapps con-
sists mainly in their herds of reindeer, and
their nomadic existence is due to the necessity
of grazing their cattle, which renders them, of
course, indifferent to political frontiers. Rus-
sia actually went fo the length of pouring troops
into Finland on that occasion, with the object
of resisting any attempt of the Swedish and
Norwegian Lapps to cross the border, and re-
solved to treat any trespass on Finnish terri-
tory as a casus belli. Fortunately for Norway
and Sweden, the Crimean War broke out just
about that time, and Emperor Nicholas found
it necessary to withdraw his troops from Fin-
land for use elsewhere. So acute, however, had
been the danger which Norway had incurred of
Russian invasion that in 18535 the King of
Sweden negotiated a treaty with France, and
more especially with England, whereby these
| two pewers pledged themselves to maintain with
| thelr armies and navies, If necessary the in-
i tegrity of the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway.
¢ The object of the treaty, as stated in Article II
i thereof, was to “resist the pretensions or ag-
gressions of Russia,” end in return for this
| promise of protection Norway and Sweden en-
gaged in Article IT “not to cede or to exchange
with Ruseia nor to permit her to occupy any
part of the territory belonging to the Crown
of Sweden and Norway, nor to cede to Russia
any right of pasturage, of fishery, or of any
rature whatsoever, either on the said territory
or upon the coasts of Sweden and Norway.”
This treaty, drawn up and devised by Lord
Palmerston, was anpounced In the speech from
the throne delivered in Parllament by the late
Queen Victoria on January 31, 1856, and, al-
though little has been heard of it until a few
weeks ago, many, indeed, having forgotten or
ignored its existence, it still remains in force.
The Convention of Karlstad makes it thor-
oughly clear that treaties made by the King of

Sweden in his capacity as monarch of both
countries remain binding upon each, the only
change made being that the one country can no
longer be held responsible for, the fulfilment of
obligations incumbent upon the other country
with which it was formerly unite@ by law.
Some twelve or fourteen years afterward,
when Russia again showed signs of proposing
to invade Norway, avalling herself of the ever-
lasting Laplander grazing difficulty as a pretext
of offence, encouraged probably by the waning
health and fortunes of Napoleon III and by the
temporary retirement of Queen Victoria from
the active direction of the foreign policy of
England, the late King Charles of Sweden ap-
pealed to old Emperor William for intervention
in his behalf. Emperor William dispatched one
of his most trusted and capable officers, the late
Jokn Jay’s son-in-law, General von Schwelnitz,
to Norway, Sweden and Finland, for the purpose
of making a personal investigation of the stories
to the effect that Russia was preparing for a
military descent upon Norway. The general,
whose widow and son are now in this country,
the guests of the venerable Mrs. John Jay, in

Norway and Sweden Appear To Be More Firmly United Now Than They Were
Before Their Recent Separation.

New-York, discovered that the statements were
only too well founded, and on the strength of his
reports Emperor Willlam dispatched him, with
a strongly worded letter, to his nephew, the
Czar, which had the effect of causing Russia to
suspend for a second time the preparations
which she was making fcr the invasion of Nor-
way.

It remains to be seen whether Russia will
make a third attempt to secure a slice of Nor-
wegian territory sufficilently large to assure her
of the pnssesshn of " warm water port on the
Atlantic, again using the Lapp grazing rights as
a pretext. Would England in that case go to
the length of declaring war upon Russia to
preserve the integrity of Norway? She could
not count upon the assistance of France, since
the latter is Russia’s ally. Great Britain's of-
fensive and defensive alliance with Japan only
concerns Asia, and it is more than probable that
Germany would side with Russia in any conflict
with England. There are plenty of people even
in Great Britain who are of the opinion that
Russia i{s entitled to an outlet on the Atlantic,
who take the ground that the Russian govern-

AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE.

There is, naturally, much terrible distress in the various towns and villages in Calabria,
where the earthquake did the most damage. !
by the authorities to supply the destitute inhabitants with food.
shows the gendarmes at Monteleone distributing bread at the gates of the Prefect-

The loaves are being handed through the kars of the railing, in order that

ure.
there may be no rush by the crowd.

HOW THE STARVING PEOPLE ARE FED AT
MONTELEONE.

Promps: measures, nowever, were taken
Qur illustration

—(The Graphic.

ment is powerless to resist popular and economic
pressure in this direction, and that it would be
a mistake to Involve not only England but like-
wise other of the great powers of Europe in all
the horrors of war for the sake of a small strip
of territory and an Atlantic harbor in one of
the most remote and out of the way places of
Europe.

In conclusion it may be stated that aithough
the people of Norway are imbued with most dem-
ocratic sentiments, differing in this respect from
the Swedes, among whom the aristocratic ele-
ment predominates, yet the leading men of
Christiania are virtually decided in favor of
electing Prince Charles of Denmark, the son-in-
law of King Edward, as their King. They are in-
clined thereto by the bellef that England will be
more determined to maintain, even, at the cost
of war, the terms of its treaty of 1853, if one of
its princesses occupies the throne of Norway
and another that of Sweden. Then too, they be-
lieve that a monarchy would afford a more
stable government, while there is a sentimental
reason, moreover, that Norway has until now
been able to boast of the oldest monarchical gov-
ernment in Europe. EX-ATTACHE.

RAILWAY RATE PROBLEM.

Suggestions for Solution Found in
Conditions in Germany.

Hugo Richard Meyer. assistant professor of po-
ltical economy in the University of Chicago, has
written a book entitled “Government Regulation of
Railway Rates,” published by the MacMilian Com-
pany. Taking up in detail the conditions in Ger-
many, where the railroads have been under gov-
ernmental control for a gquarter of a century, Mr.
Meyer reveals many of the obstacles which ham-
per the government in its endeavor to regulat
rates in a manner acceptable to the various parts
of the German empira. The natural difficultie
of the task are heightened by the constant pres-
sure exerted upon the government by conflicting
interests—on one sfde those whose business would
be seriously affected by any reduction in the rates
and oa the other side those who are hampered in
the development of their resources by an almost
prohibitive freight tariff.

The system of tapering rates—that is, rates de-
creasing proportionately as the length of the haul
increases—which is universally in effect where the
rallroads are in private hands, is not applied in
Germany to such an extent as make a free
interchange of materials between different points
in that empire possible. As a result of this the
fndustries in any particular locality are to a great
extent protected from the competition of
ke industries in other parts of the country.
stead of the rates being so arranged as to- afford
the empire as a whole the greatest amount
prosperity, each separate district must be regarded
as a unit and when any changes in the rates are
proposed, with a view to promoting the general
welfare, a vigorous protest i{s raised by those
who would be affected thereby.

Owing to conflicting interests it has been found
inadvisable to lower the rates on grain trans-
ported from one part of the empire to another, but
in order to meet foreign competition a substan-
tia! decrease was made in the charges on export
grain. As a resuit, since 188, Germany has at-
forded the curious spectacle of exporting each
year from its eastern provinces to Norway, Sweden
and England several hundred thousand tons of
bounty fed wheat and while importing at
the same time into Rhenish Prussia, over a pro-
tected tariff of 35 marks a ton, nearly three mil-
lion tons of wheat and rye grown in Russia and
North and Soutih America.

The building of canals in Germany is
ment of the government's anxiety to solve the
perplexing problem of reducing freight rates in a
manner acceptable to the different parts of the
country, the responsibility being thereby shifted
from the government to the private persons carry-
ing on navigation on the canals and rivers. 84
conditions in Germany are any criterion it would
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POWER OF THE DIRT TRUST.
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Charles F. Murphy's F riends Rent Piers Cheapiy frcm the City
While Other People Have to Pav Heavy Prices.

one-half to one-tenth what a pier was worih
as judged by the prices charged for adjoining
wharves. After Seth Low was elected Mayor
in 1901 the Tammany Dock Roard, realizing that
feathered the nests of

its last chance had come, .
thickly as it

some of its members just about as
was possible. On December 21, _1‘.“‘1, 'fn:- €X-
ample, the board leased the dumxung.pnvxl*" oS
and the pier at West O6th-st. for thirty ¥
at $3,600 a vear to John J. Murphy, pres
New-York Contracting and T:
Company. John J. Murphy is the
Charley, and his dummy.

This pier has been a veritable gold mine for
the Murphys. Itis a half mile away from any
other pier, and it is estimated that the profits

obtained from it average SR a year. Of this
the city gets only 00, Like piers rent for

three to four times as much.
Another illustration of hos ss it 1
outsiders to try to compete with the New-York
or the *“Dirt Trust,” is

Company,
the way
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the Tammany boss got
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foot of West 35th-st. for $2,080,
Healy, an anti-Tammany man, pay

$1S,000 for privileges much inferior at the fool | :

Murphy made this grab with

the help of the present Dock Commissioner in
September of last year and he got the
south side of the big Shth-st. pler, the
of which is valued at $15,008. Mr. Mur
pays less than one-seventh of th
this is not all. The Tammany
500 feet of space along the river front south
35th-st. for $2,200 a year, althoi
mated to be worth $16,0(¥). The N
tral for {ts three piers and 678 fe
at the foot -of 31st, 32d 1 sts,
$61,100. In proportion to what he gets
Murphy pays about one-fifth the rental which
the railroad company does.

PINCHING A RIVAL.
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To appreciate ;
many Dock Department can pinch a rival of
thg “Dirt Trust’ one should compare the Healy
80th-st. lease with the Murphy 3hth-st. lease,
Healy got only 100 feet on the north side of a
pier, but he had to pay $18,000 for it. Yet even
this punishment of
to satisfy Murphy, for Corporation Counsel John
J. Delany began proceedings to oust Healy.

When it is possible the Tammany boss works
things so that he does not have to pay a cent

to the eity for a pier, but instead turns a balance

his competitor did not seam |

into his own pocket. In March of this year Con-

Grout lea 1 that the New-York Con-
Trucking Company had collected
from the city 85,055 7Y for dumping ashes at its
pi period .of little more than
31, 1904. The annual
¥ firm peaid for the pier |
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st the city he said:
“Weodbury wanted us to help him out when
the snow 12 up. We had
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he wanted us to help him we let him dump
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The “Dirt
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ront that it has practically shut out all
In fact, many of its competitors have |

“‘trust’s’ piers, and |

the

iwve had to t O\ a part of their profits to |
Tammany boss.

The Ik Department under Tammany rule |
has extended similar favors to other companies
in which Tammany men have been interested. !
The Consolldated TIce Company. afterward !

merged in the American Ice Company, in which |
Mr. Murphy he'd 500 shares of stock, is an in-
tructive example. As soon as Tammany got |
in control of the Department of Docks after the |
election of Mayor Van Wyck, the Consolidated
to get leases of piers at ab-

Ice Company began
In March, 1888, for instance,

surdly low rentals.

it obtained a lease of the bulkhead between
Piers 24 and 25, North River, for 21,500 a year.
For the adjoi bulkhead the Oid Dominion

any pald $10,000 annually. The

Consolidated also got a lease of the pler at West |
$6th-st for $2,500 a year. For an adjoining pler
Tammany company had to pay $4,000 a
vear. On the East River the Consolidated ob- |
tained a lease of the pier at the foot of 91st-st. H
At the foot of East 94th-s?

Steamship Com

a non-

for $1.500 a year.

| ple,

| The
threatening to go to Boston, was asked to pay’

| will take nothing less than $84,000 each.

| eral public almost entirely.

a similar pier was rented to Hencken & Co.
for $2,000. By means of a Tammany pull
the Union Ice Company, which was also merged
later in the Ice Trust, obtained in November,
1898, the bulkhead in the North River between
piers 54 and 55 at a rental of $1,600 a year. An
adjoining bulkhead, however, was rented for

$3,025.

FAVORS FOR FRIENDS.

Murphy's allies in Tammany Hall have also
been treated with marked favoritism by the
Dock Department. Daniel McMahon, for exam-
one of the Tammany triumvirate which
succeeded the Croker regime and who for a
time ruled with Haffen and Murphy, has made
much of his large fortune by paying “cut rates”
for docking facilities. In the last month of the
Van Wyck administration the Dock Department
leased to McMahon a pier at the foot of West
O4th-st. for $1,785 a year, although the adjoin-
ing pier rented for $3,500. The McMahon pier
nets a profit of about $£10,000 a year. McMahon
also got the bulkhead between 55th and 56th
sts. for $300 a year for three years, or less than
a dollar a day. Under the Strong administra-
tion this buikhead was leased for $2,750 a year.

In contrast with the paltry sums paid by Tam-
many favorites for piers the rentals charged
some of the steamship lines seem enormous. Al-
though, of course, most of the piers rented to the
big lines are superior to those in the control of
the “Dirt Trust” and the various other Tam-
many corporations, yet their rental is all out
of proportion to that paid by the Murphy crowd.
Allan State Line, for example, which is

$42,000 for the southern half of a new Chelsea
pier at West 22d-st. At the present time f{t
leases one-haif of a pier for $40,000 a year. For
the new Chelsea plers the Dock Department
The
Cunard Line now pays $40,850 for a half pler
and 870,239 for a full pier in the Gansevoort
Market section, and the White Star Line near
by pays $85,375 for each of its two full piers.
While the Dock Department has been so solic-
itous about giving its favorites as much of the
waterfront as possible for the least possible
rental. it has forgotten the welfare of the gen-
It has leased so
much of the city's vier property to private cor-
porations and Tammany contractors that almost
all of the old public piers have heen closed. As
a result, according to McDougal Hawkes, the
Commissioner of Docks under Mayor Low, the

| cost of living in this city has been greatly in-
| creased.

The reason why Mr. Hawkes makes such a
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appear from the observations of Mr. Meyer that
the cries of conflicting Interests which ase Fe=
sponsible for the present agitation for rate ”F
lation in the United States would be merely intem.
siffied by taking the question out of the range of
competitive econemics and making it a matter for

consideration on any other basis.

In his conclusion Mr. Meyer says: ‘‘The prob-
lem of railway rates is fully as much the problem
of the adjustment of the conflicting interests
rival producing centres, markets and distributing
points, as it is the problem of the adjustment of
the conflicting interests of the public and the rail-
ways. This is shown conclusively in the experi~
ence of the United States where it has not infre-
quently been easier to effect a compromise between
the conflicting interests of competing rallways than
to reconcile conflicting interests of rival producing
centres, markets and distributing points. It Is
shown even more conclusively by the experience
of those coun s which have replaced the rail-
way compan v the State—that is, have gone
over to the State ownership or State regulation
of railways. The invariable result in these coun.
tries has been to transfer from the fleld of business
to the fleld of politics the perplexing questions of
trade - rivalry and
annihilation of dl means of the rallway.
Under governrent ownership or direction the see-
tional eonflicts precipitated by discussion of rafl-
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way develop have oftentimes been so flerce
that i+ hes become necessary partially to paralyze
the railways for the purpose of preventing them

from developing new producing regions, new mar-
kets and distributing peints.
er government ownership of railways In
the most rhtened and most indepen-
dent bureaueratic government the world has known,
the State Rallway Department is not allowed to
make railway rates that will permit the surplus
grain, timber and heet sugar of eastern Germany
» markets of the mining and
manufacturing s along the Rhine, there to
grain, sugar and beet sugar:
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ip of railways. Mr. Meyer
1sportation in Germany

had promised to go way of the stage coach,
as in the United States. Yet at the present day
Germany, with its agriculture, its manufactures

s upon the waterways, not upon
régime of government made rail-
-d them to the subordinats
o river and canal boats.

In Russia there is the same paralysis of t!l.
railways through trade jealousies, with the result.
ing recourse to transportation by river. Upon
the opening of the eria1 railway in 1808 the
landed interests of Western Russia protested that

and its trade, re
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they st not be exposed to competition from
the whent ralsed upon the cheap lands of Siberia,
The government accordingly placed a prohibitive
charge upon the car e of this wheat so that
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laboring c¢ « Russian Empire, in the
intercsts of lan roprietors.

In Australia the jealousies are apparent,
and each colony re s to co-operate with its

neighbors in the promotion of trade and industry.
colonles, Victoria and

The two most t
New South W: se railroads of different
gauge and raise materially the rates on freight
sent from cne colony to the other. New South
Wales refuses to connect its railway lines in the
southwestern par: of the colony with the Vie-
torian lines lest trade be diverted from Sydney

to Melbo

As a result of his investigations Mr. Meyer feels
that the carriers are best qualified to adjust the
matter of rates in such a way as to meet the
necessities of commerce, subject only to the pro-
hibitions that their charges shall not be unjust
or unreasonable and that they shall not unjustly
diseriminate so as to give undue preference.or dis-
advantage to persons or traffic similarly. circum.
stanced.

MILLION SOAP BUBBLES AN HOUR.
"

Big Machine Makes as Many in a Day as
There Are Children in United States.

If each boy and girl in the United Statas
should make a bubble some day, the combined
number would hardly exceed that pro@uced
every day this summer at the Lewis and Clark
Exposition by a big machine on exhibitien in
the Palace of Manufactures, Liberal Arts and
Varied Industries.

The soap bubble machine is a doubls decked
contrivance, consisting of two beautifully dedore’
ated porcelain bowls of suds, one above ths
other, surmounted by a plaster fairy. The suds
is made very strong. The bubbles are proQuced
by forcing air into the soapy water. A constant
flow of air is maintained through pipes, and
the bubbles constantly rise and fall in the
basins, making a most beautiful effect.

The capacity of the bubble fountain, which is
the largest ever made, is 17,600 bubbles &
minute. This means 1,056,000 an hour, eor
9,504,000 during a nine hour working day.
Three-fourths of a pound of soap is sufficient to
supply the fountain for two days, making &
total of 19,008,000 bubbles.

The bubble fountain is maintained to ad-
vertise a well known brand of soap. It is, per-
haps, the most interesting advertisement in ths
Manufactures, Liberal Arts and Varied Indus-
tries .Building at the exposition, where manu-
facturers of almost every known commodity
have exhibited their wares.—(Washington Post,
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HOW HE KNEW. .

It was a beautiful day, without a single cloué
in the sky. The man who was buying some food
in a delicatessen store remarked on the weather.

“Yes, it's fine, but it's going to rain,” replied
the dealer.

“Impossible,” said the customer,

“T'll bet you a fiver,” said the dealer, “that it
rains before the day is over, although I hate te
take your money.”

The money was put up and the customer went
away chuckiing.

Before night the rain was falling in torrents.

tessen store to see the winner.

“How did you know it was going to rain?" he
demanded of the storekeeper.
chuckled.

precipitated by the

The man who lost the bet stopped at the delica~

The latter

“See that ice chest?’ he asked, pointing to & &

big box in the coraner.
The customer saw the ice box.
ing big drops of water.

It was sweat-

“That chest,”” said the storekeeper, “Is my
When there i{s rain in the alr Qﬂ

barometer. >
begins to sweat; when rain is imminent it sheds
those big drops you see now. I've bad it over
two years and it never yet prophesied A

“Never too late to learn,” sighed the customer,
“but sometimes a little knowledge comes high'
—(Chicago Inter-Ocean.
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