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IMMIGRANTS PATCHED CP.

TRACHOMA GETTING IN.

Foreign Doctors Make Undesirable
Aliens Able to Enter.

That diseased European immigrants are “doc-
tored up” in great numbers for shipment to this
country, is the charge made by Dr. Maurice
Fishberg, of this city, a special inspector of the
jmmigration service of the United States, who
recently returned from abroad. Dr. Fishberg
gpent several months in the Old World, visiting
the Burop2an terminals of the big transatlantio
steamship lines, and making a special study of
the shipping of Russian immigrants across the
German frontier. Inasmuch as a tremendous
jncrease in the immigration of Russlan Jews to
this country is under way just now, Dr. Fish-
berg’s observations are of special importance be-
cause of their timeliness. Most of the things
which the doctor saw abroad are incorporated
o a report which he made to the Commissioner
General of Immigration, at Washington. Dr.
Fishberg sald yesterday at his homs, No. 79
West 115th-st.:

The “curing’ "of diseased aliens for admission
to the United States has become a tremendous
industry abroad. Ramifications of the business
may be found at Liverpool, London, Southamp-
ton, Marseilles and at various frontier cities of
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Iz these cities
I have personally visited boarding hcuses and
so-called “hospitals” where immigrants suffer-
ing from trachoma in its most advanced stages
were being treated that they might pass inspec-
tion and enter the United States. )
ach.oma is a disease of the eyve of which
ca has a special horror. When trans-
plented t> the tenement regions of New-York
City 1t eads rapidly and becomes almost as
yvirulent as in the Orient. By the New-York
Boart! of Health it is especiallv dreaded, and
autborities at the various immigration ports
i ntry are trying with might and main

illes the “treatment” of trachoma has
! remarkabla dimensions. Here most of
srants fror the Orient, from Syria, Ar-
menia and neighboring countries, come on their
way to the United States. Most of the immi-
graats report to a man by the name of Anton
Fares, wha refers them to certain boarding
houses. Later they are sent to Dr. G. Reynaut,
No. 2 Boulevarde d’Athende, for examination.
Those who are found free from contaglous dis-
ease receive tickets and are at.once shipped to
Havre. But as soon as one of these Orientals is
discovered to have trachoma, Fares takes hold
«f the unfortunate immigrant and says:

“There are only two ways open to you. You
can either go by way of St. Nazaire to Mexico,
where 1 have agents to conduct you across the
frontier into the United Staies, or you can go to
a doctor here and get cured. Now, the first
plan is expensive and dangerous, but the doc-
tor is very successful.”

Of course the poor fellow goes to the doctor,
who, by the way, does a flourishing business.
I met more than one hundred immigrants every
day I visited the clinic. The charge Is one
franc for each treatment, and some of these
unfortunate patients have told me that they
kave been under the doctor’'s care ‘or more
than two months. When “cured” they are gen-
erally sent to Havre and then shipped to New-
York. The treatment is frequently continued
until the immigrant’s purse is all but emptied.

This business is used also to fleece the healthy
Oriental. Feres has a practice, which, I believe,
is peculiar to himself, of having immigrants
treated for trachoma who have no trachoma at
all. These generally have money, and are re-
ferred by Fares to the doctor, who tells them
1hey have trachoma, but that it is curable. One
iranc a day is charged for the treatment, three
or four for board and lodging, and this is kept
up for a month. When declared “cured,” the
vietim is charged more than the usual price for
a stzamship ticket. Such individuals are, as a
rule, never deported for eye disease, and ac-
cordinzly beccme excellent advertisements for

This man ¥ares is well! known to the French
authorities, and has repeatedly been under
charges for cheating immigrants. He has a
newspaper to boom his business, which has &
wide circulation in Syria. He ships from forty
to fifty immigrants a week, and stops at noth-
ing in dealing with them.

The Russian Hebrew comes to America chiefly
by way of Germany, cither sailing directly from
Bremen or Hamburg, or going to England and
embarkinz from a British port. Little .= done
at Bremen or Hamburg to patch up immigrants,
but at the stations along the Russian and Aus-
trian borders the practice is common. I have
personally met more than fifty trackomatous
immigrants in a hospital at Thorn, on the Rus-
slan Polish border. Health certificates have
been refused all of them by the steamship physi-
eians, who told them to go home. When they
sald, however, that they had money enough for
2 “cure” they were sent to a hospital run by
the daughter of a steamship agent. Some of the
patients told me they had staved there for two
months. Few are “cured” in one month. . They
pay three marks a day for the use of the hospi-
two marks for medical treatment; $125

all. Similar “hospitils” are found at
itrol stations on the border, where Rus-
sigrants are held up.
cases the so-called “cure” is only

Immediately after the treatment
igrant's eyes lose their redness, the in-
on of the eyvelids disappears, and tears
Sometimes the “cure” will last

In other cases the eyes are not

cease
only over night.
again affected for weeks.

to flow.

3 es the inspection of the German
at the border he is frequently sent to
k, whether he wants to go or not. He
led as the legitimate preyv of certain
companies. For example, I have
i such talk as this at the border stations:
—Where are you going?

mmigrant—Toe England.

Agent—You are a liar;
America. Show me how
goz.

The immigrant produces his money, which
the agent takes, handing back a through ticket
0 New-York, a2nd the change, in GCerman
meney. Of course, the agent gets his commis-
glon from the steamship company. If an immi-
grant fears that his eyes will hurt him again he
buys a second class ticket, and so escapes in-
8pection by the steamship physician at Bremen
or Hamburg. I have often heard steamship
agents on the border advise diseased immi-
grants to take a second class passage, which,
ey say, will get them through safely.

Other Russian immigrants, fearing deporta-
tlon at New-York, manage to get to England,
and attend eve clinics at Liverpool and London.
Here they are told that Ellis Island will cer-
tainly catch them; but if they go to Boston or
Philadelphia they can land. Some, however, g0
to Canada, hoping to reach the United States
that w One Liverpool boarding house is

you are going to
much money you've

drew Barber, at No. 5 Keni-st. ar-
me he could get anybody through. He
s2id the steamship doctors examine the first

Ceses thoroughly, but let the last few through
‘ensy "

For the purpose of appearing in good shape
at Eills Jsland, the American port, and evading
the inspectors, immig-ants with trachoma fre-
Guently uge a drug called adrenaline. This im-
ediately stops the inflammation of the eyelids
by causing local anemia. They carry the stuff
In a vial secreted in their ciothes. As its effect
800n weurs off, immigrants have to repeat the
treatment again and again on the sly.

The use of adrenaline, however, does not al-
Ways fool the inspectors, and I belicve that at
Ellis Island these fakers are generally caught.

drug gives the ey> a certain paleness which,
by an experienced inspectpr, may be detected.

Dr. Fishberg emphasized the fact that Com-
Misioner Watchorn, at Ellis Island, was doing
2l in his power to catch “doctored” aliens. He
8aid that, in his opinion, better work could not
be done. Yet he said Ellis Island should not
kava to bear the brunt of the fight against the
diseased glien. The law by which a steamship
company was fined $100 for every diseased alien
cavght ahoard, he said, was not a sufficient
deterrent.

“There should Lo a rigid inspection on the
other side,” he szid. ‘“Marine Hospital officials
ought to be stationed at all the important im-
migrapt stations of Europe. The Marine Hos-
Pital servico of the United States is famous for
s effclency, end it would thus head off the

Continued on sccond page

ASK NEW VOTING LAWS.

Committee on Reform Suggests
Election Legislation to Governor.

Albany, Dec. 17—The executive committee of
the Association to Prevent Corrupt Practices at
Elections, of which ex-Mayor Seth Low of New-
York is chairman, and William Church Osborn is
secretary, gave out here to-night a letter which
they had sent to Governor Higgins suggesting
legislation for the purification of elections, which
they regard as desirable. They call attention to
the fact that bribery is alleged to be rampant
at elections in many parts of the Stats, and
declare that the explicit arti-bribery provisions
of the Penal Code are disregarded “because no
person has a motive for their enforcement suf-
ficient to make him invoke the criminal laws
against one who may be a mneighbor and a
friend.” ¥

“We believe,” the letter says, “that the legis-
lature should give other weapons than the crim.-
inal law to protesting citizens. Campalgn con-
tributions by corporations should be prohibited.
Itemized statements of expenses should be re-
quired of political committees and others, as
well as of candidates. Candidates should be
punished for bribery by forfeiture of office, and
political parties should be punished by loss of
votes.”

It declares that recent joint compacts, as at
Lyons and Elmira, against bribery, and many
other indications, prove a growing public sentl-
ment on the subject, and that “pby giving re-
sponsible citizens the right to force a judicial
investigation, free from the complicated ma-
chinery of the criminal law, of the truth of state-
ments as to the fact of bribery, public opinion
will rapidly and successfully assert itself.”

It proposes legislation differing from that in
force elsewhere in two important respects:

First—By providing that any citlzen may force
a judicial inquiry to which he shall be a party
with the right of producing testimony and of
examining witnesses as to the truth of state-
ments, and the existence of bribery.

Second—By providing that where a political
party ha= been guilty, by its agents, of bribery

in an election district it shall lose its votes in
that district.

The letter adds:

Candidates practically never bribe in person;
it 18 for the most part conducted through the
political parties, hence the party should be pun-
fshed and the honest voters of a party should
be punished, for allowing their representatives
to buy the dishonest. The loss of the votes of
a few election districts would not affect the
larger offices, but would be fatal to the smaller.
The hope of defeating an opponent by such
means is a strong enough motive to secure thé
active aid of citizens not usually identified with
the purification of politics.

The use of this principle elsewhere has pro-
duced the only successful legislation against
this disease of the electorate. The law already
provides forfeiture against a candidate; we sug-
gest forfeiture against a party, by depriving }t
of the vote in each election district where it is
proven guilty. This fs merely an extension of
principle already adopted by our law. The local
agents of a party bribe for the party and its
candidates; we urge that the parties and can-
didates should suffer for the acts of their agents,

Both ex-Mayvor Low and Mr. Osborn signed
the letter to the Governor, which urges him to
include these suggestions in his message to the

legislature.
WESTERN TRAIN ROBBERY

Masked Men Wreck Safes, but Do
Not Molest Passengers.

Spokane, Wash., Dec. 17.—The North Coast
Limited, westbound, on the Northern Pacific
Railroad, was held up and robbed fifteen miles
west of North Yakima, Wash,, last night. Two
masked men compelled the engine driver to stop
the train and run the locomotive, the mail and
ihe express cars half a mile west of the train.
The robi)efrs blew open the express car, shat-
tered the through and local safes, and escaped
with the contents.

The amount of plunder from the through safe
f¢ unknown to the messenger. The contents of
the local safe were not of great value.

Passengers were niot molested and no one was
injured. XNo shots were fired, according to
meagre reports.

George W. Howe, the engine driver, and the
fireman at Hillside station, fifteen miles west of
North Yakima, saw two men climb over the
tender with drawn revolvers. The train was
stopped at the command of the robbers. One
robber stood guard over the train crew while
the second blew off the ear doors. Sheriffs and
deputies are after the desperadoes.

North Yakima, Wash., Dec. 17.—Two robbers, who
held up the North Coast Limited at Hillside sid-
ing at Yakima Canyon last night are still at large.
A boy who was riding on the blind baggage car
says the two men got on top of the mail car at
worth Yakima. At Hillside Siding the robbers de-
scended from the car to the tender while the train
was running at full speed. The engineer and fire-
man did not see the men tili the robbers with drawn

revolvers commanded the trainmen to stop the

train.

The fireman was ordered to cut loose the express
and the mail cars, and he complied. The engineer
then pulled the two cars a half mile west. The
engincer and the fireman were then taken to the
express car. The engineer under orders placed a
stick of dynamite under the car door. Two shots
were necessary to blow open the car. The engineer
was forced to enter the car ahead of one of the
robbers. The other highwayman guarded the fire-
man outside the car. Flve charges of dynamite
were used to open the two safes.

After gathering up the valuables and placing
them in his pockets the robber jumped out of the
car and, joining his companion, started down the
track toward the passenger coaches of the train.
To-day a glove was found at Hillside and two pairs
of overalls were taken from the river. As the men
wore overalls during the robbery it is believed
that they discarded them and then boarded the
passenger train and went to Ellenburg or further

west.

FLASHLIGHT NEARLY KILLS STUDENT.

bl-:xplosion Burns Out Eye and Blows Youth
Off Roof.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Allentown, Penn., Dec. 17.—While home from the
New-York Art School for his holiday vacation,
Roland Lindenmuth, son of Allentown’s lead!ng
photographer, last evening rigged up a platform
ten feet high on the roof of his father's gallery to
take a flashlight photograph of the crowd of holi-
day shoppers.

Instead of flashing, his acetylene gas exploded,
burning out young Lindenmuth’'s left eve. Xe fell
from the platform, landing face foremost on a
sharp ridge in the tin roof. A suffusion of the
prain resulted. While death Is almost certain, as
a last resort trephining was resorted to to-night
e was to have started for Paris after Christmas,

el e .

MRS, ELLEN CALL LONG DEAD.

Fla., Dec. 17.—Mrs. Ellen Call Long,
L hter of ex-Governor Richard Keith Call, died
aim:m Call homestead from paralysis to-day. Mrs,
Long was the first white child born In Tallahassee,
She was an author and prominent in the social lte

of Florida.
FLORIDA’S FAMOUS TRAINS.

Ltd,.” 925 A. M,, A. C. L.
Unexcelled servies via Penn.
B'way, N, Y.—Advt.

Tailahassee,

“Fla. & \v,c’st Indlan
9:25 P. M.
!Exxress.m : t ¥~ v 1161

KING EDWARD AND THE UNEMPLOYED.
His majesty’s labor tents in Kingsway, opened recently by the Princess Royal

“Y, A6S” BLOW BANK SAFE

BIND WATCHMAN AND SON

Get Unnegotiable Stocks and Bonds
Worth About $50,000.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Hartford, Conn.. Dec. 17.—Six yeggmen,
masked with handkerchiefs, blew open the safe
in the Sufield Savings Bank early this morn-
ing, and taking securitles, mostly unnegotiable,
to the amount of about $G0,000, escaped on a
handcar toward this city an hour before the
alarm could be given. The police in this city and
in Springfield cannot find a single clue in this
vicinity.

William Jones, the nignt watchman of the rail-
road yards, with his twelve-year-old boy, John-
nie, who often shares his vigil, first saw six per-
sons coming up the track which runs from
Windsor Locks to Suffield about 1 o'clock.
Though believing them to be residents of the
town, Jones watched them -suspiciously. He
was not long in doubt as to their intentions, for
he and his boy were suddenly covered with re-
volvers and ordered in emphatic terms to keep
quiet and attempt no resistance. Bound and
gagged, father and son were laid on the station
platform with one of the robbers on guard. The
five others made their way to the Loomis Block,
where the savings bank is located. Directly op-
posite is the Bissel homestead, where Miss So-
phia Bissell and Mrs. Watson W. Poease were
sleeping. The two women were awakened, but
were so completely unnerved by what they saw
that they failed to use the telephone to sound
the alarm. Two robbers were left guarding the
two approaches to the bank while three weat
inside. The blowing of the safe was s__kﬂfull:r
accomplished with four explosions, th& henviest
being that applied to the bottom of the outside
deor. Nitroglycerine was used, and a littls of
the explosive was found in a bottle lying on tke
floor.

The force of the explosion was so carefully
diverted from the exterior of the vault by the
muffling pads that the plate glass in the win-
dows and doors remains intact, and the facade
of the block is very slightly damaged. The sav-
ings bank officials deposit each day thelr incom-
ing cash in the Suffield National Bank, and se-
curities, such as negotiable bonds, are held in
safe deposit vaults in this city. Collateral on
loans and mortgages and $50,000 in cash were
unnoticed by the looters, who, picking up their
guard at the station, departed on a hand car
toward Windsor Locks, leaving the hand car
two miles out of town about 4 o'clock.

As soon as the guard was gone little John-
nie Jones managed to free his hands and then
loosened his father’s bonds and gag. The two
hurried to the Suffield Hotel, whence the alarm
was €ent out. It is presumed that the six rob-
bers spiit up into pairs.

Matthew T. Newton, president, and Martin H.
Smith, treasurer of the bank, do not believe that
the stolen papers can be converted into cash.

BOGUS BOMB IN M. LOUBET'S TRAIN.

Clay, Crushed Coal and Nails Contents of
Supposed Infernal Machine.

Paris, Dec. 17.—The supposed bomb found at
Saint Nom la Bretéche on the train on which
President Loubet was travelling from Marly
with a shooting party turns out to have been
harmless. Examination showed that the con-
tents were composed of clay, crushed coal, nails
and torn paper soaked in petroleum. The bomb
was labeiled “Long live Malato!”—referring to
one of the anarchists recently acquitted of the
charge of complicity in the attempt on the lives
of King Alfonsp and President Loubet on May
31 last.

. GREAT FRAUDS CHARGED IN SPAIN.

Over $7,000,000 Said To Be Missing From
Treasury—Investigation.

Madrid, Dee. 17.—The Council of Ministers has
decided to order an investigation of the allega-
tions made in the Chamber of Deputles, accusing
Senator, the Marquis Cayorey, of implication in
gigantic treasury frauds involving a sum of
£7.200,000 by means of falsely stamped securi-
ties.

IRVING BROKAW, LAWYER, ARRESTED.

Held on Bail for Hearing, Charged with
Automobile Speeding.

Irving Brokaw, the lawyer, was arrested last
night, after a mile chase, and taken to the West
Chester police station, charged with running an
automobile twenty-five miles an hour. He was
chased and captured by Bicycle Patrolman John
Dillon as he was speeding along Old Shore Road
in Pelham® Bay Park, on the Sound. With him
were his brother, Clifford Brokaw, and two women.

Dillon says he called out to Brokaw to slow up,
and, as no attention was paid to his command, he
gave chase. Brokaw, Dillen declares, became very
penitent when told that he was under arrest, and
pvleaded that he be not taken to the station house.

When arraizned before Sergeant Ferdon bail was
furnished by Clifford, who gave as security his
house at Orienta Point, which, he said, was worth

MISsSISSIPPI NEGRO TURNING WHITE.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]
New-Orleans, Dec. 17.—Cornelius Vanderbilt
Washington, & coal black mnegro, on the Smith
plantation, near Durant, Miss., has suddenly turned
white with the exception of a few black spots on
his legs. His case has puzzled the physicians, in-

asmuch as the negro !s ag healthy as ever.

THEATRE FIRE KILLS LOUR

DEFECTIVE WIRE CAUSE.
!

Firemen’s Efforts Against Odds
Save Others in Peril.

{By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Cleveland, Dec. 17.—In a fire, thought to have
been caused by defective insulation of wires,
which destroyed the Verbeck Theatre, in Lorain,
Ohio, twenty-filve miles west of here, last nigh?,
four persons were burned to death, and many
were rescued with difficulty. The dead are:
James Dwyer, Mrs. Edward Marsh and two
children of the latter, aged “three years and
seven months, respectively. Dwyer was janitor
of the theatre and Marsh is stage carpenter.
They lived in the theatre building and the
structures adjoining.

The efforts of the imprisoned tenants to es-
cape when they discovered the fire were pitiful.
By the light of the flames they could be seen
running to and fro in the upper floors of the
bullding seeking an avenue of escape. The fire
had gained such headway that rescue was diffi-
cult, but the firemen succeeded in getting out all
but the four mentioned.

The loss or: the theatre is $50,000, with $25,000
insurance. It will be rebuilt by the Verbeck
syndicate.

The bodies of the dead were not found until
this afternoon, when Marsh searched for his
missing family. His wife was lying face down-
ward with her babe pressed tightly to her
breast. All the bodies were burned almost be-
yond recognition.

CITIZEN

BALKS THIEVES.

Sees Door Ajar and Calls Police—
One Burglar Captured.

The wariness of a citizen, whose name was not
given in the report, saved Mrs. Laura Holloway
Langford, of Brooklyn, widow of Colonel Ed-
ward L. Langford, from being robbed of silver-
ware and other valuables last night.

Mrs. Langford occupies the family home at
No. 18 Schermerhorn-st.,, but has been out of
town for some days. Last night two burglars
forecd their way in through the basement,
packed up all the available silverware and
had it in a bag ready to carry off when a
citizen came along and noticed the basement
door ajar. It struck him as peculiar, inasmuch
as the rest of the house was closed tightly. He
went for a policeman, and both got there in time
to see the two burglars running around to the
rear of the house.

The burglars climbed a fence and got into an-
other street, with the policeman and the citi-
zen after them. Two more patrolmen joined the
race and then some detectives. One of the burg-
lars was a good sprinter, and lost himself in a
network of narrow streets, but Patrolman
Dunga and McCormick, of the Adams-st. police
station, caught the other, who gave his name
as William Barry, twenty-three years old, of No,
152 Sands-st. He was taken to detective head-
quarters, where his record was found. A valu-
able watch fob was found on him. It is sup-
posed to be part of the plunder. On returning
to the house the police found the silverware and
other valuables put up ready to be carried
away.

DRIVES

OFF DETECTIVE.

Imboden, Bank Wrecker, Flourishes
Revolver—Plot to Bribe Jury.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Denver, Dec. 17.—Discovering two detectives
loitering near his apartments in Brown’s Palace
Hotel last night, Leonard B. Imboden, who has
served time for bank wrecking and is on trial
here for the same offence, seized a revolver and
drove them away with curses and threats. Im-
boden is out under bonds, and has well ap-
pointed quarters at the hotel, being apparently
well supplied with money.

The Distriet Attorney says he has unearthed
a plot to bribe the jury, and has been keeping
close watch on Imboden and the officers of the
wrecked Denver Savings Bank, who are on trial
with him. The evidence of the last three days
in the case, chiefly letters written by Imboden
which the other defendants failed to burn, has
been so strong that the District Attorney de-
clares conviction certain on the letters alone.

OUT OF BED INTO SNOW.

Hotel Guests Driven by Fire Into Raging
Blizzard.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.)

Richmond, Va., Dec, 17.—Hotel McAden, at South
Hill, was burned to the ground early this morning.

| Thirty guests, aroused from their slumbers by the

alarm, escaped in their night clothing into the
raging bliszard, which has had Virginia at its
mercy for twenty-four hours. Among the guests
weras women and children, and their suffering was
intense until sympathetic citizens furnished tem-
porary accommodations for them.

The town was saved from destruction only by
herolc work of the citizens under the leadership of
the Rev. Mr. Ha, the new Baptist minister, who
organized his forces and succeeded in extinguishing
several other buildings after they had caught. The
loss on the hotel building will be considerable, only
$1,500 in insurance was carried on the bullding and

furniture.
3 ——————— e~
“The Second Empire'” of the New York Cen-
tral i{s a fast daily train leaving New-York at 1:02
. 'm., arriving Buffalo 10:20 p. m., stopping at Al-
gln!. Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, Batavia.—Advt.

THE POOR AT ST. PAULS.

A Pathetic Demonstration by Lon-
don’s Unemployed.

London, Dec. 17.—London’s unemployed made
& demonstration at St. Paul's Cathedral this
afternoon in a half-hearted, hopeless and un-
usual manner. Only a few hundred of them,

| with appropriate banners, went in procession

from Trafalgar Square to the cathedral, where
they arrived while service was going on, and up
the steps of which they marched, singing the
“Marselliaise.” 3
Here tha motley erowd was joined by confin-
gents from other quarters, and all, to the num-
ber of some three thousand, began flling into
the cathedral, silently and respectfully. The
scene was notable, in contrast with the fashion-
able worshippers, and has not been witnessed at
St. Paul's since twenty years ago, when John
Burns, now president of the local government
board, led a similar demonstration to the cathe-
dral.
Although the preacher mada sympathetic ref-
erence to the problem of the unemployed, the
men became tired long before the service ended,
and most of them flled out. Some of the leaders
delivered addresses from the steps, and then the
demonstration was ended.

GIVES HOSPITAL $250,000.

i

Isaac Guggenheim, Pleased ‘with
Report, Enriches Sydenham.

After looking over the report of the last year’s
work of the hospital last night, Isaac Guggen-
heim, of No. 763 5Sth-ave., announced that: he
would give to the Sydenham Hospital, No. 339
East 116th-st, $250,000 to put up a new build-

ing. Mr. Guggerheim’s only provision was that
| tha hospitai authorities and directors should
raise a sufficient endowment for the mainte-

| nance of the institution.

President William I. Splegelberg, president of
the board of directors, to whom the ariounce-
ment was made, stated that he did not doubt
that the necessary endowment would be forth-
coming, and that within a year a new bullding
would be started.

Late yesterday afternoon Mr. Guggenheim
and the president were looking over a proof of
the report of the current year’s work, which
| showed excellent results. Mr. Guggenheim was
{ highly pleased with the report and then made
his announcement of the gift to Mr. Spiegel-
berg.

On Saturday night Mr. Guggenheim sent a
communication to the hospital stating that he
would give the hospital $20,000 for the next
vear's expenses if the members of the board
would guarantee a like amount. The board also
received a few days ago a check for $2,500, the
last payment of his annual subseription of $10,-
000,

Last week a son of the late M. Guggenheim,
cne of the founders of the hospital, contributed
£5,000 to the hospital in memory of his father.
The Board of Estimate and Apportionment re-
cently voted the sum of $12,500 for expenses of
the institution.

Mr. Guggenheim’s gift will not be made all
at once. Dr. Robert Kunitzep the secomd vice-
prresident of Sydenham Hospital, said last night
that the gift was on the following terms:

Mr. Guggenheim will double the amount of
e¢very initiation fee received from each new
raember. If the hospital secures a life member,
the initiation fee of which is $100, Mr. Guggen-
heim will double the amount. The doctor said
Mr. Guggenheim’s gift of $20,000 on Saturday
was for current expenses of the hospital. He
said $250.000 would not build and equip a new
building, but that Mr. Guggenheim’s gift would
kelp much toward it.

INSURANCE LAW SEVERE.

American - Companies Threaten to
Withdraw from France.

Paris, Dec. 17.—Some large American insur-
ance companies threaten to withdraw from
France as a result of the sharp controversy over
the new French insurance law. The issue has
now reached an acute stage, owing_to the insur-
ance department of the Ministry of Commerce
having framed rules under which the insurance
law becomes retroactive. These rules have not
yet been officially promulgated, and the insur-
ance companies are making a final effort to In-
duca members of the Cabinet not to permit the
measures to go into effect, representing that
seriously hamper American inter-

they will

ests.
The law as originally passed required for-

eign insurance companies to purchase and de-
posit French securities here as a protection for
French policyholders. The American com-
panies are willing to accept this as applying to
future business, but not to policies already writ-
ten.
A committee representing the Insurance De-
partment, the United States Embassy and the
insurance companies has just gone over the
subject. At this conferences it was decided to
reject the American companies’ contention.

The entire outstanding American business in
France amounts to many millions of dollars,
and therefore the retroactive rules will compel
the deposit by these companies of a large amount
in French bonds with the government as a guar-
antee to French policyholders. The American
Embassy has submitted a long written pro-
test asking the Council of State to suppress
<he retroactive clause before the regulations ara
premulgated.

TWO0 MEN SMOTHERED BY ORE HEAP.

One Lost His Life Trying to Help Friend
Who Had Fallen.

Lorain, Ohio, Deec. 17.—Jerry Cronin and Peter
Reagan, Allegheny, Penn., firemen on the stcamer
Princeton, were suffocated to death in 2n ore
pile at the blast furnace of the National Tube
Company vesterday.

Reagan lost his life trying to save that of his
friend. The men were returning to the ship after
a night down town. They tried a short cut over the
ore piles, which they supposed were frozen. Steam
had been turned into one bin during the day and
the ore was sofL.

Cronin slipped in, and Reagan jumped In to
saye him. The ore closed over them, and both
men were smothered befora a companion, a few
feet behind, could pull them out.

FORT MYER OFFICERS BURNED OUT.

Fire Destroys Bachelors’ Quarters—Men of
Garrison Form Fire Brigade.

Washington, Dec. 18.—Fire which broke out early
this morning in the military post at Fort Myer,
Va., destroyed the bachelors’ quarters and caused
considerable excitement at the post. All the nine
vachelor officers were asleep, but were arovsed and
escaped from the building. The men of the garri-
son formed a fire brigade. The loss was nominal

AUTOCRATS SHOW FIGHT.

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.

! 2

General’ Strike. Answer to Martial

Law and Arrests.

The gravest news was sent over the
Russian cable lines, on which service was
restored yesterday. The government ap-
parently has resolved to suppress the
revolutionary movement at all costs, and
martial law practically has been pro-
claimed in all provinces of the empire.

The challenge of the autocrats was
promptly answered by the people. A
general strike was declared by the Work-
men’s Council. The spread of insurrec-
tion in the provinces and the mutinies
among the troops add to the difficulties
which beset the government.

ALL RUSSIA SHUDDERS.

A Fearful Struggle Promised Be-
tween Rulers and People.

Si. Petersburg, Dec. 17.—A shudder of horror
has convulsed Russta. The government says it
has given battle only tb the “red” revolution-
ists, but the populace generally belleve that
“white terror’” has returned. Already the lead-
ers of tha proletariat organization who escaped
capture on Saturday night at the Economio So-
ciety, and even men of the rank of Professor
Millukoff are in hiding from the police, who are
hunting them down. The government evidently
anticipates a battle royal, and has made its dis-
positions accordingly. It fully understands that
the proletarfat will give blow for blow and
answer the wholesale arrests.

The Workmen’s Council and the League of
Leagues on Saturday night issued a declaration
of a general strike to begin immediately, and
consequently by an imperial ukase, published
this morning. all governor generals, governors

and prefects throughout the empire who are cut
off by telegraph are clothed with almost dic-
tatorial powers, being authorized, without con-
sulting St. Petersburg, to declara martial law.
As most of the provincial authorities are reac-
tionary officials, the advantage they will take of
such power to terrorize the populace can be
easlly imagined. Each may become a petty
tyrant and wage war in his own particular
fashion against the revolutionists.

An official communication has been published
warning especially those groups opposed to the
carrying out of the reforms promised in the im-
perial manifesto of October 30, “whose tenets
are revolutionary and socialistic, whose tactics
are anarchistic and aim at the disorganization
of the country by the stoppage of the posts and
telegraphs,” and should the ordinary laws fail
to stem the tide of revolution the government
wil! have recourse altogether to exceptional
measures.

A report that Count Witte has resigned is in
circulation, but it is faise. It may, however, be-
come true at any moment, as General Count
Alexis Ignatief? is being held in reserve.

A close friend of the Premier says that Count
Witte had no faith in the policy of the Minister
of the Interior, M. Durnovo, and consented to
accept it only on condition that it would be con-
fined to legal means. The same informant says
that an official c.ommunication announcing a re-
sort to legal measures as the policy of the gov=-
ernment will be issued to-morrow. It is the
opinion of many Liberals, as well as revolu-
tionaries, that “with the first discharge of can-
non Count Witte will go.”” They say it matters
pathy with the policy of reaction, and that he
cannot shirk responsibility for it. One of the
leaders said: -

The step taken toward reaction marks the be-
ginning of the end, and the policy which has
been tegun is bound to fail. The government's
task wiil net be merely the arrest of a small
group of leaders, but that of the whole popula-
tion. The powers conferred on the provineial
authorities by the imperial ukase Is tantamount
to a declaration of martial !law throughout the
country, and the irresponsible acts of repression
which the officers of the old régime will be sure
to commit when let loose can only serve to fan
the flames.

M. Nomechaieff, Minlster of Communications,
hz;s issued orders to the chiefs of all the railroads
not to recognize organizations of rallroad men,
particularly cautioning them not to allow the
passage of the orders of their leaders to the or-
ganizations.

The government has chosen a desperate mo-
ment te repress the proletariat. It is fighting for
its life in the Baltic region, where a revoit is
admitted to be in full blast, with almost praeti-
cal certainty that if it cannot be crushed its
flames will spread to Poland. The native popu-~
latlon of the ancient Kingdom of Lithuania is
made up of a hardy and headstrong people, who,
having raised the banner of revolt, wili fight to
the end.

At Moscow th: government is confronted with
a mutiny of troops so serious that it has besn
obliged to send a regiment of cavalry from 3t
Petersburg to aid in the suppression of the
mutincers.

The government to-lay succeeded in restor-
ing cable communication abroad, but it is un-
able to guarantee how long it wilp he able to
keep the lines in operation.

Petitions from tho nobllity of Riga, Windau,
Libau and other places in the Baltic provinces
hava been received by the government, implor-
ing it to abolish martial law, which, the peti-
tions say, is only inflaming the situation.

News from the interior to-night is most seri-

ous. The revoit in the Baltic has spread south-
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